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(Upper  Right)  Bishops  Earl  G.  Hunt,  Jr.  and 
William  R.  Cannon  lent  their  active  support 
to  the  conference  and  were  on  the  pro- 
gram. 

(Middle  Left  JBe'mg  questioned  following 
his  address  is  Dr.  Charles  E.  Ratliff  (left)  of 
Davidson  College.  The  three  directly  facing 
him  and  listening  are  (1.  to  r.)  the  Rev.  Neal 
McGlamery,  Wesley  Foundation  Director 
at  Raleigh;  Mr.  James  Summers,  Chairman 
of  the  Committee  on  Interpretation  of  the 
WNC  Conference,  from  Salisbury;  and  the 
Rev.  Robert  Young  of  the  Duke  Divinity 
School. 

(Lower  Left)  Leaders  for  a  panel  discussion 
were,  leaning  forward  in  foreground,  Dr. 
Cameron  West;  behind  him,  Dr.  Myron 
Wicke;  and  from  1.  to  r.  Mr.  Richard  Erwin, 
Dean  Thomas  A.  Langford,  President 
Thomas  A.  Collins;  and  Dr.  Charles  E.  Rat- 
liff. 

(Lower  Right)  Shown  here  is  Dr.  J.H. 
Ostwalt  of  Davidson  College,  who  was 
chairman  of  the  planning  committee  for 
the  conference.  Other  members  of  the 
committee  were  Dr.  James  W.  Fowler  and 
Dr.  CP.  Morris. 
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Calendar  of  Coming  Events 

MEETINGS  OF  WIDER  INTEREST 

29-Sept.  1  Executive  Comm.,  World  Methodist  Council,  Bristol,  England 

7-  1  1  Organizational  Meeting,  Board  of  Missions,  New  York,  N.Y. 

8-  9  Organizational  Meeting,  General  Board  of  the  Laity,  Chicago,  111. 
12-14  Organizational  Meeting,  Program  Council,  Dayton,  Ohio 

18-  19  UMCOR  Fall  Meeting 

19-  20  Council  of  Bishops,  Cleveland,  Ohio 

19-22  District  Superintendents/Program  Directors  Consultation,  Cleveland-Sheraton, 

Cleveland,  Ohio 

28-Oct.3       Seminar  for  Prospective  Lab.  Leaders,  Birmingham,  Ala. 


X 


LAKE  JUNALUSKA  ASSEMBLY 


July 

11-16 

Southeastern  Jurisdictional  Conference 

July 

17-21 

SEJ  Youth  and  Missions  Conference 

July 

17-21 

SEJ  Missions  Conference 

July 

22-27 

SEJ  Youth  Leadership  Conference 

July 

23-27 

Church  Music  Workshop 

July 

27-30 

SEJ  Laymen's  Conference 

July  30-Aug4 

SEJ  Ministers  Conference 

Aug. 

3-6 

Ashram 

Aug. 

4-5 

Assembly  Board  of  Trustees 

Aug. 

6-9 

Senior  Citizens  Conference 

Aug. 

6-18 

Learning  Center  and  Laboratory  School 

Aug. 

10-13 

SEJ  Worship  Conference 

Aug. 

13-18 

Candler  Camp  Meeting  &  Evangelism  Conference 

Aug. 

14-17 

Church  Business  Managers 

Aug. 

18-20 

WNC  Laymen's  Conference 

Aug. 

21-25 

National  Leadership  Institute  for  Evangelism 

Aug. 

28-31 

Methodist  Bishops  Orientation 

Aug. 

31-Sept.  5 

Dept.  Field  Service  &  Finance-Board  of  Missions 

NORTH  CAROLINA  CONFERENCE 

17-21  Annual  Conference  Session  of  UMYF,  Methodist  College 

19  Methodist  Foundation  Annual  Mtg.,  Luncheon,  1  p.m. 

30-Aug.  5  Senior  High  Workshop,  N.C.  Wesleyan  College 

31  Raleigh  District  Council  on  Ministries,  Methodist  Bldg.,  9: 30  a.m. 

8-1 1  Summer  R  and  R,  Week  Session,  Methodist  College,  Fayetteville 

11-13  Summer  R  and  R,  Weekend  Session,  Methodist  College,  Fayetteville 


WESTERN  NORTH  CAROLINA  CONFERENCE 


uly    17  Thomasville  District  Ministers  and  Wives  Retreat,  10  a.m. 

uly    28-30  Weekend  of  Christian  Mission,  Pfeiffer  College 

uly    31-Aug.  4      School  of  Christian  Mission,  Pfeiffer  College 

^ug.    4  N.  Wilkesboro  District  Annual  Picnic  for  Ministers'  Families,  Elk  Shoals  Camps, 

10:30  a.m. 

^ug.    6-1 1  Senior  High  Smoky  Mountains  Hike 
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I  Am  Not  Ashamed 


by 

George  B.  Culbreth 


Paul  said  it  first  and  said  it  more  than 
once,  "I  am  not  ashamed  of  the  gospel!". 
As  one  of  the  first  traveling  lay  preachers 
of  the  Christian  era  he  had  an  abundance 
of  opposition  from  the  established  religious 
institution,  the  superstitious,  and  the 
greedy  secularist,  but  once  he  had  set  his 
life  in  the  Christ  pattern  he  did  not  waver 
and  his  soul  did  not  doubt.  "I  am  not 
ashamed  of  the  gospei,  it  is  the  power",  he 
wrote  to  the  Romans.  "It  is  my  eager  ex- 
pectation and  hope  that  I  shall  not  be  at  all 
ashamed,  but  that  with  full  courage  now  as 
always  <  hrist  will  be  honored  in  my  body, 
whether  by  life  or  by  death,"  he  wrote  to 
the  Philippians.  This  is  our  heritage  and  I 
am  not  ashamed  of  it.  This  is  the  endless 
line  of  splendor  to  which  we  all  belong  and 
I  am  not  ashamed  of  it! 

I  am  not  ashamed  of  the  gospel  I 
preach.  The  gospel,  as  far  as  I  understand 
it,  is  good  news  to  anybody;  and  every- 
body can  stand  a  weekly  interruption  of 
the  bad  news.  I  am  not  ashamed  of  the 
Christ  I  represent  although  I  am  ashamed 
of  the  way  I  represent  him  sometimes.  He 
is  a  great,  patient  and  demanding  Soul,  and 
I  am  constantly  fascinated  by  the  effi- 
ciently effective  way  He  works  with  peo- 
ple. I  am  not  ashamed  of  the  Bible  which  is 
our  primary  source  of  the  revelation  of 
how  God  has  dealt  with  men  in  all  circum- 
stances for  more  or  less  two  thousand  years 
of  the  world's  history.  Our  gospel  would  be 
vacuous  without  this  book. 

I  am  not  ashamed  of  the  church.  One  of 
the  reassuring  features  of  the  history  of  the 
church  has  been  her  repeated  resurgence 
from  low  spiritual  fluctuations.  Although 
she  is  an  institution,  the  church  is  first  and 
foremost  a  fellowship  of  penitent  sinners 
joined  together  in  understanding  and  mu- 
tual concern  for  the  welfare  of  the  world 
to  serve  each  other  and  to  serve  mankind 
under  the  constant  guidance  of  the  Holy 
Spirit.  So  when  the  church  flounders  in 
falsehood  and  frivolity  the  Holy  Spirit  has 
always  been  present  to  set  her  right  again.  I 

(TheRev.  Mr.  Culbreth  is  minister  of  Jordan  Me- 
morial UM  Church,  Ramseur.) 
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am  not  ashamed  of  the  church  as  a  fellow- 
ship of  like-minded  individuals  although  at 
times  there  might  be  only  one  or  two  of 
"like  mind"  in  a  congregation.  I  am  not 
ashamed  of  the  "organization"  of  the 
church  as  an  institution  because  its  basic 
intent  is  to  provide  the  machinery  of  ef- 
fectiveness in  worship  and  service  and 
inter-church  relationships  and  inter-board  | 
relationships  and  church-board  relation- 
ships.  Man  has  long  since  found  out  that  he  j 
cannot  even  live  without  organization 
much  less  propagate  ideas. 

I  am  not  ashamed  of  the  church  as 
presently  organized  under  United  Metho- 
dist form  to  give  laymen  and  clergy  alike 
the  fullest  opportunity  of  developing  and 
expressing  their  human  dignity.  And  I  say 
the  next  with  tongue-in-cheek:  no  congre- 
gation, regardless  of  size,  ever  has  to  "take 
what's  left";  no  minister  is  ever  placed  [ 
without  the  painstaking  agony  of  the  entire  1 
bishop's  Cabinet  in  trying  to  match  man 
and   appointment   happily;   and   all   are  j! 
treated  alike!  Yet  I  know  that  just  as  the  I 
church  recovered  from  the  spiritual  dol- 
drums of  the  Middle  Ages  the  United  Meth- 
odist Church  will  find  the  spiritual  resource 
to  recuperate  from  its  twentieth  century 
institutionalized  irrelevance.  I  have  a  firm 
faith  in  the  church  as  a  useful  instrument; 
of  the  grace  of  God. 

Furthermore,  I  am  not  ashamed  of  my\ 
God.  He  has  proved  himself  available  to  me> 
over  and  over  again  as  a  source  of  guidance 
and  strength.  And  He  has  acted  to  prove 
me  by  tempering  my  metal  in  the  fires  oi 
pride,  jealousy  and  hate   that  burn  al 
around  us  all  of  the  time.  He  has  demon 
strated  that  the  scriptures  are  true  wher 
they    describe   him   simply   as   "love"  . 
Through  countless  encounters  He  has  re  j 
vealed  his  nature  as  Father.  Indeed,  He  ha 
much  more  to  do  with  our  lives  than  wvj  „ 
consciously  acknowledge,  even  sometime^  J 
interfering  with  the  Cabinet  in  making  ap 
pointments  as  He  definitely  did  last  yes  * 
for  me   although  He  missed  my  salar  !I 
bracket  by  four  hundred  dollars.  No  on  | 
else  seemed  to  know  where  I  belonged,  bi  1 


I 


He  did.  And  I  am  not  ashamed  of  a  God 
who  is  that  kind  of  a  Father. 

As  I  look  back  over  twenty-eight  years 
in  the  ministry  I  am  not  ashamed  that  I 
have  spent  all  of  these  years  preaching,  and 
I  am  not  ashamed  of  the  gospel  I  have 
preached.  I  have  made  plenty  of  blunders 
and  I  have  paid  dearly  for  them.  I  have 
allowed  some  of  the  church's  institutional 
cancer  to  gnaw  at  my  vitals.  But  God  has 
liberated  me,  and  although  I  am  sorry  the 
story  is  like  it  is,  I  am  not  ashamed  of  the 


outcome  as  I  told  it  in  "A  Price  on  My 
Head"  in  the  May  17,  1971  issue  of  the 
N.C.  Christian  Advocate. 

I  am  not  ashamed  to  be  happy  where  I 
am,  to  rejoice  every  time  I  can  tell  the 
good  news,  to  be  loyal  to  my  church,  to  be 
dependent  upon  the  Bible,  to  be  responsive 
to  the  Christ,  to  be  in  love  with  God!  This 
is  the  power! 

To  put  all  of  this  in  a  positive  state- 
ment: -  I  am  proud  to  be  a  preacher! 


New  GC  President  Named 


GREENSBORO-Dr.  Howard  Charles 
Wilkinson,  for  the  past  15  years  chaplain  to 
Duke  University,  has  been  named  14th  pre- 
sident of  Greensboro  College.  He  succeeds 
Dr.  David  G.  Mobberley,  resigned,  who  has 
been  appointed  to  the  staff  of  the  General 
Board  of  Education  of  the  United  Metho- 
dist Church  in  Nashville,  Tenn. 

The  selection  of  Dr.  Wilkinson  was  an- 
nounced June  27  by  Bland  W.  Worley  of 
Winston-Salem,  chairman  of  the  Greens- 
boro College  trustees,  following  formal 
board  action.  The  new  president's  duties 
began  July  1 . 

Worley  said  the  trustees  were  pleased  to 
have  a  man  of  Dr.  Wilkinson's  ability  and 
background  to  carry  on  the  fine  tradition 
of  a  long  presidential  succession  at  the 
134-year-old  Methodist-related  college. 

"Under  Dr.  Wilkinson's  leadership," 
Worley  continued,  "the  board  of  trustees 
expects  Greensboro  College  to  move  ahead 
with  its  sound  academic  program.  We  are 
optimistic  about  its  future  as  a  small  liberal 
arts  college." 

Dr.  Wilkinson  was  born  on  a  cattle 
ranch  in  Texas  on  June  23,  1918,  son  of 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Leroy  Wilkinson  who  still  live 
at  the  old  hcmeplace.  He  was  graduated 
with  honors  from  Southwestern  University 
in  Georgetown,  Texas,  earned  a  master  of 
divinity  degree  at  Duke  and  received  a  doc- 
tor of  divinity  from  Southwestern. 

Before  becoming  Duke  University  chap- 
lain in  1957,  Dr.  Wilkinson  served  pastor- 
ates in  Charlotte,  Asheville,  Lexington  and 
Shelby  as  a  member  of  the  Western  North 
Carolina  Conference  of  the  United  Metho- 
dist Church.  He  has  served  on  numerous 
conference  boards  and  commissions,  in- 
cluding   chairmanship    of    the  inter- 


conference  commission  on  Student  Relig- 
ious Work,  for  eight  years. 

Dr.  Wilkinson  has  preached  in  the  Re- 
public of  Cuba  and  Central  America,  and 
has  spoken  on  some  60  American  college 
campuses.  He  has  been  in  much  demand  as 
minister  and  lecturer  in  North  Carolina  and 
other  states.  A  sermon  in  Duke  University 
Chapel  in  1962  was  printed  in  full  in  the 
Congressional  Record.  He  has  contributed 
to  numerous  periodicals  and  publications, 
and  several  of  his  sermons  in  the  Duke 
Chapel  have  been  published. 

Dr.  Wilkinson  is  married  to  the  former 
Juanita  Scott  of  Carbon  Hill,  Ala.,  a  gradu- 
ate of  the  University  of  Alabama.  They 
have  four  children,  Scott,  Melinda,  Barbara 
and  Fleeta. 
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EDITORIAL 
WE 

APPRECIATE 
OUR 
BISHOPS 

At  this  writing  we  stand  upon  the  eve  of 
another  session  of  the  Southeastern  Juris- 
dictional Conference.  One  of  the  responsi- 
bilities of  this  conference  is  the  assignment 
of  bishops  for  the  quadrennium. 

No  one  can  know  at  this  juncture 
whether  or  not  Bishop  William  R.  Cannon 
will  be  returned  to  the  Raleigh  Area  (the 
North  Carolina  Conference)  and  whether 
or  not  Bishop  Earl  G.  Hunt,  Jr.  will  be  re- 
turned to  the  Charlotte  Area  (the  Western 
North  Carolina  Conference). 

There  has,  or  course,  been  considerable 
speculation.  Guesses  have  been  ventured. 
Some  have  even  mapped  out  proposed 
assignments  of  all  of  our  remaining  active 
bishops,  plus  the  six  new  ones  to  be  elected 
this  week  at  Lake  Junaluska— although  no 
one  that  we  know  of  has  been  reckless 
enough  to  name  the  six  new  ones. 

Both  Bishop  Cannon  and  Bishop  Hunt 
have  been  asked  to  be  returned  to  their 
respective  area.  Action  along  these  lines 
have  been  taken  by  each  annual  conference 
(in  the  case  of  Bishop  Cannon,  also  by  the 
Virginia  Conference  over  which  he  has  pre- 
sided since  the  early  retirement  of  Bishop 
Herrick).  Numerous  other  agencies  and  a 
host  of  individuals  have  added  their  wishes. 

Bishops  of  the  United  Methodist 
Church,  being  ministers,  are  given  assign- 
ments like  any  other  ministers;  except  that 
in  their  case  the  assignment  is  for  a  four 


year  period.  The  Committee  on  the  Episco- 
pacy of  the  Jurisdictional  Conference  has 
the  responsibility  to  work  out  these  assign- 
ments and  to  present  their  recommenda- 
tions to  the  Jurisdictional  Conference.  All 
of  this  will  transpire  this  week  (July  1 1 
through  16)  when  the  Southeastern  Juris- 
dictional Conference  meets  at  Lake  Juna- 
luska. Incidentally,  the  other  Jurisdictional 
Conferences  will  be  meeting  in  various 
parts  of  the  country  simultaneously,  and 
they  will  be  doing  much  of  the  same 
thing— electing  bishops  to  fill  vacancies  and 
assigning  the  bishops  to  the  various  episco- 
pal areas. 

United  Methodists  of  North  Carolina 
have  been  unusually  fortunate  in  having  as 
their  episcopal  leaders  two  such  men  as 
Bishop  Cannon  and  Bishop  Hunt.  Both  are 
great  preachers.  This  is  a  significant  asset  in 
a  day  when  preaching  remains  as  a  prime 
service  rendered  by  a  Methodist  minister. 
Both  are  evangelical  in  the  best  sense  of 
that  word.  Both  have  been  deeply  involved 
in  the  educational  thrust  of  the  church  and 
fully  understand  its  importance  for  the 
continued  well  being  of  the  United  Metho- 
dist Church.  Both  are  personable,  each  in 
his  own  way;  both  have  made  themselves 
accessible  to  laymen  and  preachers  alike, 
and  have  indicated  a  genuine  desire  to 
listen  as  well  as  to  speak.  Both  are  scholars 
in  their  own  right  with  well  defined  theo- 
logical perspectives  within  the  framework 
of  Methodist  thought  patterns. 

The  United  Methodists  will,  from  all  in- 
dications, be  greatly  pleased  to  have  them 
both  back.  However,  the  reality  of  the  situ- 
ation is  that  one  or  both  could  be  assigned 
elsewhere.  We  will  know  by  the  end  of  this 
week. 

Whatever  happens,  this  much  is  certain: 
we  owe  a  vast  debt  of  gratitude  to  Bishop 
Cannon  and  to  Bishop  Hunt  for  the  caliber 
of  leadership  they  have  given  us— Bishop 
Cannon  for  the  past  four  years  and  Bishop 
Hunt  for  two  quadrenniums.  They  have 
poured  themselves  out  in  service.  Metho- 
dism is  stronger  in  North  Carolina  because 
they  came  our  way.  We  hope  they  will  stay 
on  with  us! 
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Which  Way  Our  Colleges  ? 


The  church-related  college  is  in  trouble. 
This  would  seem  to  be  the  underlying 
reality  behind  the  Bishops'  Conference  on 
United  Methodist  Higher  Education  in 
North  Carolina.  The  conference  took  place 
June  29-30  in  Greensboro.  It  brought 
together  about  200  of  the  most  concerned, 
most  involved,  and  most  knowledgeable 
United  Methodist  people  of  the  state  on 
this  subject.  They  were  college  presidents 
and  professors;  trustees  of  colleges;  leaders 
on  Christian  Higher  Education  boards  and 
agencies;  church  administrators  and 
pastors;  perceptive*and  concerned  laymen. 

Much  of  what  was  said  was  not  new  to 
church  people  who  have  been  in  close 
touch  with  the  college  situation.  Some  of 
the  ideas  thrown  out  were  these:  the 
church  needs  its  colleges  in  order  to  insure 
for  itself  an  educated  Christian  leadership; 
the  country  needs  Christian  colleges  in 
order  that  high  moral  and  ethical  principles 
shall  remain  on  the  higher  education  scene; 
lithe  small  college,  with  close  ties  between 
faculty  and  students,  has  a  real 
[contribution  to  make;  the  private  sector, 
'including  the  churches,  should  remain  in 
the  education  field  to  avoid  a  complete 
jmonopoly  by  the  state  and  federal  govern- 
ment. 

\  Actually  no  one  in  this  group  seemed  to 
Iquestion  the  need  for  church-related  col- 
leges. There  was,  however,  obvious  differ- 
ence of  opinion  as  to  how  many  colleges 
pie  United  Methodists  of  North  Carolina 
.should  maintain.  Probably  most  of  those  at 
.his  meeting  felt  that  the  eight  colleges 
bwned  and  operated  by  one  or  by  both  of 
■he  conferences  in  the  state  are  too  many. 

There  seemed  to  be,  also,  a  general  con- 
census that  our  colleges  should  undergo 
changes:  i.e.  changes  in  administrative 
tructure;  changes  in  courses  offered  and  in 
nethods  of  teaching;  changes  in  grading 
ystems,  in  teacher-student  relationship,  in 
-quirements  for  graduation;  changes  in  the 
/ay  Christianity  was  related  to  the  educa- 
onal  process;  changes  in  the  way  our  col- 


leges are  related  to  each  other-or  not  re- 
lated to  each  other. 

The  need  for  change  seemed  to  arise  out 
of  at  least  three  considerations.  One  factor 
had  to  do  with  financial  problems.  The 
cost  of  operating  colleges  has  been  going 
up  steadily,  but  the  sources  of  financial 
support  have  not  kept  pace.  More  and 
more  private  colleges  have,  therefore, 
found  themselves  caught  in  a  cruel  di- 
lemma: that  of  either  cutting  back  on  qua- 
lity and  services  or  of  going  into  debt. 

In  order  to  meet  the  economic  bind 
there  is  considerable  planning  going  on 
toward  the  avoidance  of  duplication  in 
what  different  colleges  offer  in  the  way  of 
studies.  College  administrators  are  tending 
to  get  together  to  improve  coordination 
and  to  cut  down  on  competition.  If,  for 
instance,  one  college  has  a  strong  music  de- 
partment it  is  not  necessary  for  its  neigh- 
bor college  to  duplicate  that. 

Moreover,  the  entire  curriculum  of  our 
colleges  are  being  carefully  scrutinized. 
Some  colleges  are  found  to  be  offering  too 
wide  a  spread  of  courses,  with  the  result 
that  occasionally  classes  are  too  small  to 
justify  the  cost  involved. 

There  is  a  fairly  wide  conviction  among 
experts  that  the  economic  problem  is  so 
critical  that  some  among  our  eight  colleges 
will  have  to  be  closed  down  or  otherwise 
disposed  of  within  the  next  ten  years. 

In  the  recently  held  conference  in 
Greensboro,  one  key  speaker  frankly  pro- 
posed that  the  United  Methodists  of  North 
Carolina  consolidate  all  of  their  institutions 
into  a  single  high  quality  college.  Located 
somewhere  in  the  Piedmont  area  (which  is 
anticipated  to  be  the  fourth  largest  urban 
region  in  the  country  in  thirty  years)  it 
would  be  comparable  to  a  good  sized  uni- 
versity, and  would  have  a  large  enough  stu- 
dent body  to  bring  cost-per-pupil  down 
substantially  from  what  it  is  now.  Perhaps, 
said  he,  there  could  be  two  satellite  cam- 
puses maintained;  one  to  the  east  and  one 
(Continued  on  page  10) 
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Young  Adults  Elect  Leaders,  Study  Ecology 


The  newly-elected  leadership  of  the 
Young  Adult  Council,  Western  North  Caro- 
lina United  Methdist  Conference,  will  seek 
to  discover  ways  to  project  a  new  image 
when  the  annual  fall  planning  session  is 
held. 

Isaac  N.  Clegg,  Jr.,  of  Hickory  is  the 
new  president  for  the  organization  which 
held  its  annual  Conference  June  16-18  at 
Lake  Junaluska.  Other  officers  include: 

Mrs.  Gary  K.  (Sandra)  O'Neal  of 
Winston-Salem,  vice  president;  Mrs.  David 
S.  (Becky)  Hedrick  of  High  Point,  secre- 
tary-treasurer; and  Mrs.  Michael  (Antha) 
Reid  of  Salisbury,  music  chairwoman. 

Resource  leaders  are:  Lee  Dove  and 
William  Featherstone  of  Hickory,  Dick 
Markel  and  Miss  Pamela  Boring  of  Char- 
lotte, and  Mrs.  Jay  (Margie)  Branden  of 
Salisbury. 

The  business  session  produced  discus- 
sion on  whether  the  organization  should 
split  into  two  groups:  18-30  years  olds  (the 
category  set  for  young  adults  by  the 
United  Methodist  Church)  and  over  30 
years  for  those  who  have  been  young 
adults  but  like  the  Conference;  or  whether 
the  two  age  groups  can  be  kept  together, 
but  with  a  new  program  format. 

The  participants,  about  50  men  and 
women  (as  compared  to  attendance  of  over 


Newly  elected  officers- for  the  Young  Adult 
Council  are  (from  left)  Isaac  N.  Clegg,  president; 
Mrs.  Michael  Reid,  music  chairwoman:  Mrs.  Da- 
vid S.  Hedrick,  secretary-treasurer;  Mrs.  Gary  K. 
O'Neal,  vice  president;  and  the  Rev.  Paul  Duck- 
wall,  Conference  staff  director. 
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120  two  years  ago  and  nearly  100  last 
year),  experienced  an  excellent  program  on 
ecology  during  the  three  days. 

Dr.  Earl  F.  Barfoot  of  the  staff  of  the 
General  Board  of  the  Laity  out  of  Evan- 
ston,  111.,  was  the  resource  leader  and  the 
participants  entered  into  discussion  groups 
following  presentations,  saw  movies  and  I 
read  pamphlets  and  booklets  on  the  sub- 
ject. 

A  play  on  how  the  ecology  of  a  factory 
can  affect  a  town  and  a  father-son  relation- 
ship was  well  received.  It  was  written  by 
the  renowned  producer  and  playwright, 
D.J.  Panarese  of  Morganton.  The  Rev.  Paul : 
Duck  wall  of  Statesville,  Conference  coordi- 
nator of  adult  and  family  ministries,  was  in 
overall  charge. 

HPC  Chaplain 
Appointed 

HIGH  POINT— The  appointment  of  thee 
Rev.  Charles  P.  Teague  as  chaplain  of  High 
Point  College  has  been  announced  by  Dr. 
Wendell  M.  Patton,  president  of  the  col- 
lege. 

The  Rev.  Mr.  Teague  is  a  1968  graduate 
of  High  Point  College,  receiving  an  AB  de-  j 
gree  in  religion  and  philosophy.  He  re-  \ 
ceived  his  AB  degree  in  liberal  arts  from  if 
Brevard  Junior  College  and  graduated  curm 
laude  from  the  Candler  School  of  The-  I 
ology,  Emory  University  in  Georgia. 

His  duties  at  HPC  will  be  to  direct  all' 
activities  held  in  the  chapel,  assisting  in  co-> 
ordinating  all  religious  activities  on  campus 
and  also  will  be  available  for  counseling.  He  j 
will  begin  his  duties  in  July. 

A  Swannanoa,  N.C.  native,  the  Rev.  Mr.J 
Teague  is  a  member  of  the  Western  North 
Carolina  Conference.  He  has  served  as  pas- 
tor of  Avery's  Creek  UM  Church  in  Arden. 
N.C.  and  has  served  as  youth  director  at 
Ousley  UM  Church  in  Decatur,  Ga.,  First 
UM  Church  in  High  Point  and  at  Grace  UM 
Church  in  Asheville. 

He  is  married  to  the  former  Karen 
Daune  Ward.  They  do  not  have  any  chil- 
dren. 


Wicker  Appointed 
GC  Dean 

GREENSBORO-The  appointment  of 
Rev.  Leslie  C.  Wicker  of  Southern  Pines 
and  a  1965  graduate  of  Greensboro  Col- 
lege, as  Dean  for  Student  Affairs  at  the 
134-year-old  Methodist-related  college,  has 
been  announced  by  Dr.  Robert  W.  Hites, 
Academic  Dean. 

Rev.  Mr.  Wicker  fills  the  vacancy  caused 
by  the  resignation  of  Miss  Mary  Bethea, 
another  GC  graduate,  who  is  making  a 
study  of  gerontology  under  sponsorship  of 
the  Board  of  Missions  of  the  United  Meth- 
odist Church.  The  appointment  is  effective 
July  1 . 

For  the  past  two  years,  Rev.  Mr.  Wicker 
has  been  pastor  of  the  Church  of  Wide 
Fellowship  in  Southern  Pines.  Prior  to  that, 
he  was  pastor  of  Amelia  Church  of  Christ 
in  Clayton.  He  has  a  master  of  divinity  de- 
gree from  Duke  Divinity  School,  and  while 
studying  at  Duke  he  was  youth  minister  at 
the  Congregational  United  Church  of 
Christ  in  Greensboro. 

Rev.  Mr.  Wicker  is  married  to  the 
former  Phyllis  Britt  of  Biscoe,  a  Campbell 
College  graduate.  They  have  two  sons.  He 
is  the  son  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  L.C.  Wicker  of 
Sanford.  His  brother,  Rev.  J.  Lewis  Wicker, 
'61  graduate  of  Greensboro  College,  is 
chaplain  at  the  State  Hospital  in  Arcadia, 
Florida. 


SOUTHEASTERN  EQUIPMENT  CO. 


EDUCATIONAL  FURNITURE 

DIXIE  EQUIPMENT  COMPANY,  INC. 

418  N.  Greensboro  St. 
Liberty,  N.  C.  27298 
Phone:  919-622-2204 


Chain  and  tables  in  com- 
plete range  of  sizes  for  every 
Church  need.  Steel  and  wood 
folding  chairs,  folding  ban- 
quet tables,  speakers'  stands. 
Also  office  desks  and 
chairs.  Write  for  infor- 
mation. 


SILER  CITY,  NORTH  CAROLINA 


A.  B.  Dick  320  Tabletop 
Offset  Duplicator 


EVERY  OFFICE 
CAN  HAVE  QUALITY 
OFFSET  COPIES 
AT  LOW  COST! 

Produce  stationery,  forms, 
bulletins,-  colors  on  this  com- 
pact offset  machine  (21'  x 
24'  x  35').  Photographs  repro- 
duce sharp  and  clear.  Easy  to 
use.  Fast,  too!  Up  to  7500 
copies  per  hour.  Call  us  for  a 
free  demonstration  today. 


Gray  &  Creech,  Inc. 
RALEIGH 
Asheville,  Charlotte, 
Winston-Salem 
Greensboro 
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Colleges 
(Continued  from  page  7) 
to  the  west  (i.e.  at  Louisburg  and  at  Bre- 
vard, for  instance). 

The  purpose,  spirit  and  atmosphere  of 
this  central  college  would  be  different  in 
nature  from  that  of  the  present  average 
church-related  college  or  state-supported 
institution. 

A  second  factor  calling  for  change  from 
the  status  quo  in  our  colleges  grows  out  of 
a  rather  widespread  impression,  especially 
among  the  laity  of  the  church,  that  our 
church-related  colleges  are  largely  a  carbon 
copy  of  the  non-church-related  institu- 
tions. The  question  is  heard  again  and 
again,  "Why  should  we  support  two  sys- 
tems of  higher  education  in  North  Carolina 
when  there  is  so  little  difference  between 
them?"  We  pay  taxes,  the  questioners  con- 
tinue, for  a  fine  system  of  colleges  and  uni- 
versities. Why  should  we  "tax"  ourselves  as 
a  church  for  colleges  which  are  not  dis- 
cernibly  different  from  the  state 
institutions? 

The  Greensboro  conference  gave  every 
indication  that  the  people  who  run  our  col- 
leges are  quite  aware  that  the  above  ques- 
tions are  being  raised.  Many  of  them  would 
not  agree  that  the  church-related  college  is 
nothing  more  than  a  carbon  copy  of  the 
state  university— only  on  a  smaller  scale. 
They  would  insist  that  the  church-re- 
latedness  does  constitute  a  difference  in 
the  campus  community,  in  the  courses  of 
study  offered,  and  in  the  perspective  given 
in  those  courses. 

However,  there  seemed  to  be  a  solid  seg- 
ment at  the  conference  which  felt  that  the 
church-related  college  was  not  "Christian" 
enough.  That  in  its  promotional  literature 
it  often  played  down  the  church-relate d- 
ness  and  played  up  status  factors  and 
prestige  considerations  which  had  nothing 
whatsoever  to  do  with  the  United  Metho- 
dist Church  or  with  any  other  church. 

As  dialogue  on  this  subject  developed 
during  a  panel  discussion,  one  person  re- 
ferred to  an  address  given  at  the  recent  ses- 
sion of  the  North  Carolina  Annual  Confer- 
ence by  Dr.  Cameron  West  in  which  he 


gave  as  one  of  the  essential  tasks  of  our  | 
colleges  that  they  "provide  an  environment 
that  is  unashamedly  Christian".  What  is  an 
"unashamedly  Christian"  environment? 

There  seemed  to  be  a  widespread  feeling 
that  our  colleges  were  not  at  present  pro-  j 
viding  such  an  environment.  (Of  course,  J 
there  is  no  common  agreement  as  to  just  J 
what  constitutes  such  an  environment). 
However,  the  opinion  was  voiced  that  one  1 
reason  why  resistance  to  giving  to  our  col-  1 
leges  has  grown  is  due  to  an  impression  Jj 
that  they  are  not  as  distinctively  Christian 
as  they  should  be;  also,  that  additional  I 
funds  for  support  of  our  colleges  would  be  J 
available  if  this  situation  were  rectified. 

A  third  factor  calling  for  change  from 
the  status  quo  in  our  church-related  col-  1 
leges  has  been  created  by  the  present  stu-  | 
dent  mind.  Students  today  have  little 
sympathy  for  establishments,  including  | 
colleges  and  universities.  They  are  impa-  J 
tient  with  procedures  and  regulations  1 
which  may  have  no  more  justification  for  J 
their  existence  than  that  they  have  been  1 
handed  down  from  the  past. 

There  has,  of  course,  been  considerable 
breakthrough  in  this  area.  Not  all  innova-  I 
tions  have  been  sound  or  justified.  Not  all 
of  them  have  contributed  to  the  mainte- 
nance of  academic  disciplines  which  send  1 1 
students  out  fully  educated  and  trained  for 
life. 

Nevertheless,  the  times  demand  that 
institutions  and  establishments  be  willing 
to  examine  their  policies  and  procedures 
with  courage  and  without  prejudice.  In  the 
process  both  the  foot-draggers  and  the 
radical-change  exponents  must  be  kept  at  I 
arms  length. 

The  church-related  college  must  main- 
tain high  standards  of  academic  excellence. 
It  must  pay  more  attention  to  the  indi- 
vidual needs  of  its  student  community  than 
is  being  offered  at  the  state-supported  insti- 
tutions. But  above  all  else  it  has  a  special 
mandate  to  relate  itself  positively— even 
uniquely— to  the  mission  and  purpose  of 
the  Church.  This  mission  centers  in  Jesus 
Christ;  in  the  receiving  of  Him  ourselves 
and  in  presenting  Him  to  others  through 
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teaching  and  preaching,  and  through  sacri- 
fice and  service. 

Congregations  can  lose  their  focus  upon 
this  central  mission,  and  often  do.  Church- 
related  colleges  can  do  the  same. 

J.C.S. 

Norman  V.  Stockton  Dies 

Norman  V.  Stockton,  father  of  Rev. 
Thomas  B.  Stockton  of  Asheville,  died 
June  23  in  Forsyth  Memorial  Hospital  fol- 
lowing a  long  illness.  Stockton,  82,  a 
Winston-Salem  businessman,  was  the  owner 
of  Norman  Stockton,  Inc.,  a  men's  clothing 
store. 

He  was  an  active  church  and  civic  lead- 
er. He  was  especially  interested  in  the 
establishment  of  the  Methodist  Home  for 
the  Aging  in  Charlotte  and  was  a  life  mem- 
ber of  its  Board  of  Managers. 

Funeral  service  was  June  25  in  Cente- 
nary UM  Church,  Winston-Salem. 

Other  survivors  include  his  widow,  Mrs. 
Emorie  B.  Stockton;  sons,  Robert  G. 
Stockton,  Richard  Stockton  and  Norman 
V.  Stockton,  Jr.,  all  of  Winston-Salem; 
brother,  Ralph  M.  Stockton  of  Winston- 
Salem;  sisters,  Mrs.  Statton  Coyner  and 
Mrs.  Linville  K.  Martin,  both  of  Winston- 
Salem. 


A  smiling  Bishop  William  R.  Cannon  proudly 
stands  beside  the  automobile  which  was  pre- 
sented to  him  by  friends  and  supporters  in  the 
North  Carolina  Conference.  The  formal  presenta- 
tion was  made  during  a  special  dinner  in  honor  of 
Bishop  Cannon  on  Tuesday  evening,  June  6, 
while  the  annual  conference  was  in  session  at 
Durham.  The  car  selected  as  a  gift  is  an  Olds- 
mobile  Delta  88  four  door  sedan. 


Rev.  M.C.  Ellerbe  has  been  ap- 
pointed by  Bishop  Earl  G.  Hunt,  Jr., 
to  be  pastor  of  the  Elmwood  UM 
Church,  Statesville.  His  appointment  is 
effective  as  of  July  1 ,  1972. 

Jerry  D.  Murray, 
District  Superintendent 


PASTOR  HONORED 

The  Rev.  George  W.  Clay  was  honored  in  cere- 
monies June  25  at  the  First  UM  Church  in  China 
Grove.  The  82-year-old  retired  minister  was  pre- 
sented a  certificate  of  appreciation  for  his  many 
years  of  service  in  the  ministry.  Making  the  pre- 
sentation was  the  Rev.  R.  W.  Combs,  pastor  of  the 
church.  Although  the  Rev.  Mr.  Clay  has  been 
retired  for  several  years,  he  still  preaches  when- 
ever and  wherever  he  is  needed. 
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CHANGE  OF  ADDRESS 


All  mail  for  the  secretary  of  the 
North  Carolina  Conference  should  be 
addressed  to  Dr.  Kimsey  King,  Secre- 
tary N.  C.  Conference,  Drawer  396, 
Woodland,  N.  C.  27897.  The  secre- 
tary's office  at  the  Methodist  Building 
in  Raleigh  has  been  closed. 


Junaluska  Happenings 

LAYMEN'S  CONFERENCE 

LAKE  JUNALUSKA  (UMI)-A  variety 
of  speakers— surgeon,  industrialist,  church 
renewalist,  district  superintendent,  semi- 
nary president— are  on  schedule  for  the 
Southeastern  Jurisdiction  United  Metho- 
dist Laymen's  Conference  here  July  27-30. 

Under  the  theme  of  "Christ  in  You- 
and  You  in  the  World,"  the  annual  gather- 
ing is  expected  to  bring  several  hundred  lay 
men  and  women  from  across  nine  states  for 
training,  inspiration  and  sharing. 

Keynote  speaker  Thursday  evening  will 
be  Donald  Joe  Greve,  founder  and  chair- 
man of  the  board  of  Sequoyah  Industries, 
Inc.,  in  Oklahoma  City,  Okla.  He  has  won 
several  honors  as  a  small  businessman. 

Special  features  during  the  conference 
will  include  a  presentation  on  "What  Is 
Christ  Doing  Through  the  Methodists  of 
the  Southeast?"  led  by  William  A.  Mea- 
dows of  Kendall,  Fla.;  a  group  of  lay  wit- 
ness and  service  movements,  special  music 
by  the  Junaluska  Singers  and  by  the  choir 
of  the  Georgia  Oliver  Church  in  Atlanta; 
nightly  prayer  and  sharing  groups. 

The  conference  is  sponsored  by  the 
jurisdiction's  Committee  on  Laity,  headed 
by  W.  Judson  Ready  of  Columbia,  S.C., 
and  the  Association  of  Conference  Lay 
Leaders,  headed  by  George  A.  Wright  of 
Tifton,Ga. 

CONFERENCE  ON  EVANGELISM 

LAKE  JUNALUSKA  (UMI)-"Key 
'73,"  the  interdenominational  and  conti- 
nental evangelistic  effort,  will  get  major 
attention  at  this  year's  Conference  on 
Evangelism  for  Southeastern  United  Meth- 
odists, here,  Aug.  13-18. 

The  training  program  will  be  closely 
tied  to  the  annual  Candler  Camp  Meeting, 
whose  preachers  will  be  the  Rev.  Dr.  Wil- 
liam Peter  Stephens  of  Manchester,  Eng- 
land, and  the  Rev.  Edmund  W.  Robb,  Jr., 
of  Texas. 
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Dr.  Stephens  is  professor  of  church  his- 
tory at  Hartley  Victoria  College,  British 
Methodism's  largest  theological  school.  He 
served  several  pastorates  in  Great  Britain. 

Mr.  Robb  is  head  of  the  Ed  Robb  Evan- 
gelistic Association  and  a  conference  evan- 
gelist for  Northwest  Texas  Conference. 

The  evangelism  program  will  feature 
several  simultaneous  sessions  of  six  work- 
shops on  phases  of  Key  '73,  all  on  the  gen- 
eral theme  of  "Calling  Our  Continent  to-" 
The  workshops  will  be  on  "Repentance 
and  Prayer,"  "The  Word  of  God,"  "Resur- 
rection," "New  Life,"  "The  Proclamation" 
and  "Commitment." 


WORSHIP  CONSULTATION 

LAKE  JUNALUSKA,  (UMI)-'The 
Ways  We  Worship"  will  be  the  theme  for  a 
Consultation  on  the  Ministry  of  Worship  > 
here  Aug.  10-13.  The  session  is  for  United 
Methodists  of  the  Southeastern  Jurisdic- 
tion. 

Guest  speaker  will  be  the  Rev.  Donald 
Earl  Saliers,  on  the  faculty  of  Yale  Divinity 
School.  A  member  of  United  Methodism's 
West  Ohio  Conference,  he  is  also  director 
of  music  at  First  United  Presbyterian 
Church  in  New  Haven,  Conn.,  and  on  the 
staff  of  the  Ecumenical  Continuing  Educa- 
tion Center  at  Yale. 

Five  workshops  will  be  presented  for 
participants: 

-Chancel  care,  led  by  Mrs.  Robert  H. 
Rankin,  Falls  Church,  Va. 

—Sounds  of  worship,  led  by  the  Rev. 
Thorn  C.  Jones,  minister  of  creative  arts  at' 
Main  Street  Church,  Columbia,  S.C. 

—New  forms  of  worship,  led  by  the 
Rev.  Eugene  C.  Holmes,  minister  of  St. 
Paul  Church,  Ninety  Six,  S.C. 

—Visual  content  of  worship,  led  by  Miss 
Cathy  Carlson,  chaplain  at  Duke  Univer- 
sity. 

—The  setting  of  worship,  led  by  Henry 
Sallada  of  Clearwater,  Fla.,  and  Gil  Cook 
of  Tampa,  Fla. 


The  conference  is  sponsored  by  the 
Southeastern  Jurisdictional  Council;  the 
Association  of  Annual  Conference  Com- 
missions on  Worship,  headed  by  the  Rev. 
Samuel  A.  Stanley,  Jr.,  of  Falls  Church, 
Va.,  and  cooperating  with  the  Jurisdiction 
Conference  on  the  Ministry  of  Worship, 
headed  by  Holmes  Holland  of  Clinton,  S.C. 


NEW  PARSONAGE 


Winstead  UM  Church  in  Wilson  recently  held 
open  house  at  its  new  parsonage.  Rev.  and  Mrs. 
J.D.  Ay  cock  and  their  two  children  moved  into 
the  residence  at  1005  Ensworth  Road  in  October. 
It  contains  a  living  room,  dining  room,  den,  three 
bedrooms,  kitchen  and  breakfast  nook,  two  baths 
and  utility  room.  There  is  a  patio  at  the  back  of 
the  house,  and  a  carport  at  the  left  end. 

HONORED  A  T  TEA 


Mrs.  Robert  L.  Jerome  of  Aberdeen  and  Rev.  and 
Mrs.  Carlos  Womack,  Sr.  of  Southern  Pines  were 
honored  by  members  of  Page  Memorial  UM 
Church  at  a  tea  June  4  in  the  home  of  Lt.  Col. 
and  Mrs.  R.E.  Page,  Jr.  Upon  their  arrival,  Forrest 
Lockey,  Jr.,  chairman  of  the  Administrative 
Board,  presented  the  honorees  with  gifts. 
Approximately  two  hundred  friends  attended  the 
tea.  From  left  to  right  are  Col.  Page,  Mrs.  Jerome, 
Mrs.  Page,  Rev.  Mr.  Womack  and  Mrs.  Womack. 


THE  VERNON  COMPANY 

PEWS  •  CARPETS 
OFFICE  &  CLASSROOM  FURNITURE 
P.  O.  Box  5484     High  Point,  N.  C.  27262 
Phone  (919)  885-4615 


MINISTERS-ASSOCIATES-STAFF  & 

MEMBERS 

BUICK  has  another  winner  in  1972!  Everyone 
needs  a  good,  dependable  automobile  at  a  saving.1 
I  want  Methodists  in  North  Carolina  driving 
Buicks,  our  Buicks  and  desire  you  as  a  valued 
customer.  Call  'the  managers'  collect,  (919) 
584-9224!  Select  from  100  cars  in  stock.  We're 
centrally  located.  Open  evenings  and  Saturday 
afternoons.  Opels  too,  plus  MGB's.  If  you're 
ready  to  trade,  we  want  your  business,  so  call. 

Bill  Price  Buick-Opal,  Burlington 
Just  off  1-85  Elon  Exit 

27  years  winning  friends  for  Buick 


OPPORTUNITIES 

Five  cents  a  word.  Please  count  your  words 
and  send  remittance  when  sending  your  copy 


FOR  RENT:  cabin  in  the  mountains,  during 
June,  July,  August  and  September.  For  rent  by 
day,  week  or  week-end.  Must  have  reserva- 
tions. All  modern  conveniences.  Reasonable. 
Contact  Mrs.  Minnie  Wilhoit,  RR  1,  Troy, 
N.C.  Telephone  576-2166. 

FOR  RENT:  Garage  apartment  near  water,  air 
conditioned,  sleeps  six  .  Carl  W.  Dennis,  Lox 
1082,  Crescent  Area,  North  Myrtle  Beach,  S.C. 
Phone  803-272-6378. 

MY  WIFE  and  I  would  like  to  share  an  opportu- 
nity with  the  other  readers  of  this  publication 
who  are  interested  in  doing  something  to  help 
others  to  help  themselves.  Let's  get  together  and 
talk  about  it.  For  more  information  please  write: 
OPPORTUNITY,  P.O.  Box  1477,  Asheboro,  N.C. 
27203 

FREE  SALES  KIT.  Your  own  business.  No  in- 
vestment. Great  profits  writing  orders  for  home 
products,  cosmetics,  health  aids,  gifts,  fragrances. 
Pefley's  1109CA  Emery,  Kokomo,  Ind.  46902. 

RECENTLY  RETIRED  Methodist  preacher 
would  like  to  supply  pulpit  in  N.C.  Mountains  for 
use  of  parsonage  2-4  weeks  and  visiting  minister 
could  use  our  small  but  modern  home.  We  are 
located  in  Arcadia  N.C.  ten  miles  from  Winston- 
Salem,  N.C.  on  highway  150.  Write  A.C.  Wag- 
goner-Arcadia Drive,  R.F.D.  Clemmons,  N.C. 
27012  or  call  919-764-2882. 
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WNCC  Laymen  Meet  In  August 


W.  S.  Reed 


Bishop  Hunt 


Sam  Coker 


"Evangelism  and  Mission"  will  be  the 
theme  of  the  WNC  Conference  Laymen's 
Conference  at  Lake  Junaluska  August 
18-20. 

William  R.  Henderson,  Conference  lay 
leader,  in  commenting  on  the  theme,  said, 
"As  Christians  we  should  have  some  mis- 
sion in  life  and  I  believe  a  portion  of  that 
mission  can  be  interpreted  as  carrying  the 
Good  News  of  Jesus  Christ  throughout  the 
world,  and  the  world  can  start  in  your  own 
home." 

Bishop  Earl  G.  Hunt,  Jr.,  will  give  the 
keynote  address  on  Friday  evening.  Five 
other  speakers  will  be  addressing  the  more 
than  two  thousand  laymen  expected  to  at- 
tend the  conference. 

Rev.  Sam  Coker,  pastor  of  Grace  UM 
Church  in  Atlanta,  will  speak  at  9  a.m.  on 
Saturday  morning.  Scheduled  to  preach  at 


10:30  is  Dr.  Wallace  Chappell,  senior  minis- 
ter at  McKendry  UM  Church  in  Nashville. 
A  member  of  the  North  Georgia  Confer- 
ence, Coker  has  preached  at  conferences, 
student  retreats,  and  in  an  evangelistic  cru- 
sade in  Central  America.  Chappell,  a  native 
of  Asheville,  has  written  several  books,  in- 
cluding "Eight  Days  That  Rocked  the 
World." 

Dr.  J.E.  Lowery,  senior  minister  of  Cen- 
tral UM  Church  in  Atlanta,  will  preach  at 
the  2  p.m.  session  on  Saturday.  He  was  one 
of  the  founders  of  the  Southern  Christian 
Leadership  Conference.  He  is  a  member  of 
the  SCLC  Board,  as  well  as  the  Board  of  I 
Publication  and  the  Commission  on  Reli- 
gion and  Race  of  the  United  Methodist 
Church. 

Dr.  William  S.  Reed,  who  is  on  the  sur- 
gical teaching  staff  at  Tampa  General  Hos- 


J.E.  Lowery 


W.  D.  Chappell 


Ford  Philpot 
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pitai,  will  address  the  delegates  at  4  p.m. 
Saturday  and  at  the  9  a.m.  service  on  Sun- 
day. He  is  president  and  founder  of  the 
Christian  Medical  Foundation,  Inc.  He  and 
his  wife  take  part  in  spiritual  counselling  at 
the  CMF  Prayer  and  Counselling  Center  in 
Tampa. 

The  preacher  for  the  Saturday  evening 
session  will  be  Dr.  Ford  Philpot,  inter- 
nationally-known evangelist.  He  heads  the 
Ford  Philpot  Evangelistic  Association, 
which  is  involved  in  television  productions, 


a  bi-monthly  magazine,  missionary  efforts 
and  in  church,  city-wide  and  area-wide 
crusades.  Philpot  also  will  preach  for  the 
Sunday  morning  worship  service  at  1 1  a.m. 

The  Junaluska  Singers  will  give  a  con- 
cert at  3  p.m.  Saturday  afternoon. 
Throughout  the  Conference,  small  prayer 
and  share  groups  will  be  meeting,  and 
fellowship  periods  are  planned.  A  prayer 
watch  will  be  held  in  the  chapel  at  7  a.m. 
on  Saturday  and  Sundav  mornings. 


War,  Amnesty,  Key  73 

Annual  Conferences  Consider  Vital  Issues 


EVANSTON,  111.  (UMI)-A  North 
American  Continent  evangelism  emphasis 
for  1973,  restructure  of  boards  and  agen- 
cies, and  issues  such  as  the  war  in  South- 
east Asia,  amnesty  for  war  resisters,  and 
prison  reform  were  major  items  on  the 
agendas  of  the  78  United  Methodist  annual 
conferences  this  summer. 

On  the  basis  of  reports  received  by  the 
Christian  Advocate,  national  denomina- 
tional journal  for  church  leaders,  and 
United  Methodist  Information  here,  parti- 
cipation in  the  Key  73  evangelism  endeavor 
will  be  widespread,  and  will  be  the  major 
program  thrust  for  the  coming  year  in  sev- 
eral of  the  conferences. 

One  of  the  most  extensive  presentations 
this  summer  was  in  the  New  York  Confer- 
ence. 

A  "Tunnel  of  Love"  established  by  the 
regional  unit's  Board  of  Evangelism  fea- 
tured a  multimedia  display  complete  with 
music,  lights,  films,  graffiti  boards,  opening 
doors,  photographs  and  hand  bills  to  dem- 
onstrate that  the  year-long  effort  by  more 
than  1 30  denominations  and  Christian 
groups  will  employ  many  means  of  com- 
municating the  Gospel. 

Conferences  reporting  that  Key  73  will 
be  the  major  activity  for  the  coming 
months  included  Oregon-Idaho,  Central 
Pennsylvania,  Western  Pennsylvania,  and 
Wisconsin.  Many  other  units  endorsed  the 
plan,  including  Missouri  West,  Missouri 
East,  Texas,  Maine,  Northwest  Texas,  Ohio 
West,  South  Indiana,  Little  Rock,  Detroit, 


Holston,  Peninsula,  Memphis,  Central 
Texas,  North  Texas,  Oklahoma,  South 
Carolina,  and  North  Carolina. 

The  Troy  and  Southern  Illinois  confer- 
ences were  among  those  which  restructured 
boards  and  agencies  to  conform  with  the 
pattern  for  general  church  organization  ap- 
proved by  the  1972  General  Conference. 
The  Pacific  Northwest  delegates  endorsed 
such  a  change  in  principle  and  called  a  spe- 
cial session  for  this  autumn,  as  did  Central 
Illinois  and  Florida. 

Several  other  restructure  efforts  at  the 
annual  conference  level  are  designed  to 
shift  program  emphasis  to  the  district  or 
local  church,  provide  greater  voice  for 
minorities  in  programming,  or  make  altera- 
tions in  other  ways.  These  include  changes 
in  the  Central  New  York,  New  York, 
Southwest  Texas,  Wisconsin,  and  Kansas 
West  conferences.  Churches  in  the  latter 
unit  will  now  be  able  to  designate  funds  for 
particular  institutions  and  programs. 

Kansas  East  will  conduct  a  year-long 
study  of  structure  and  hear  recommenda- 
tions for  changes  at  the  1973  session. 

Alaska  was  changed  from  a  mission  to  a 
missionary  conference.  This  will  shift  more 
responsibility  for  program  and  financing  to 
churches  in  the  state. 

Western  North  Carolina  and  North  Indi- 
ana were  among  groups  putting  an  empha- 
sis on  strengthening  the  local  church. 

Merger  was  on  the  agenda  of  several 
units. 

(Continued  on  page  22) 
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Letters  To  Editor 


Remove  Controversial  Personnel 

As  the  pastor  of  a  grass-roots  church  in 
the  Western  North  Carolina  Conference,  I 
was  very  interested  and  sympathetic  with 
much  of  your  editorial  "The  Local  Church 
and  the  General  Conference"  in  the  June  1 , 
1972  issue  of  the  Advocate.  Of  particular 
interest  is  your  observation  that  "Local 
church  leaders,  both  lay  and  ecc  lesiastical, 
have  indicated  that  they  wished  to  have  a 
larger  voice  in  determining  how  the  money 
which  they  raise  shall  be  spent."  This  same 
issue  of  the  Advocate  revealed  that  three 
members  of  the  staff  of  the  Women's  Divi- 
sion of  the  Board  of  Missions  of  our  United 
Methodist  Church  were  jailed  in  Wash- 
ington, D.C.,  charged  with  unlawful  entry, 
stemming  from  a  protest  against  the  war  in 
Indochina. 

This  sort  of  conduct  on  the  part  of  just 
a  few  of  our  denominational  employees  is 
revolting  to  a  large  segment  of  local  pas- 
tors, since  it  is  a  reflection  upon  the  church 
which  we  have  dedicated  our  lives  to  serve. 
It  is  also  very  disturbing  to  a  considerable 
portion  of  loyal  laymen,  without  whose 
financial  support  the  United  Methodist 
Church  could  not  long  exist. 

As  you  indicated  in  your  editorial,  one 
way  of  dealing  with  controversial  issues  is 
to  see  that  they  are  voluntarily  funded.  As 
an  alternative,  why  not  remove  controversial 
personnel  from  positions  of  denomi- 
national leadership,  replacing  them  with 
qualified  people  whose  basic  convictions 
are  more  representative  of  rank  and  file 
United  Methodism? 

Laymen  who  support  the  local  church 
and  thereby,  support  the  General  United 
Methodist  Church  have  a  legitimate  right  to 
see  that  their  concerns  and  views  are  re- 
spected and  reflected  by  those  employed 
with  the  general  boards,  commissions,  and 
agencies. 

Unless  changes  are  made  soon,  we  are  in 
danger  of  killing  the  goose  that  lays  the 
golden  egg. 

Don  Sides,  pastor, 
Johnsontown  UM  Church 
Thomasville 
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Check  Your  Parsonage 

I  have  just  come  from  helping  a  brother 
minister  move  in. 

I  think  that  one  of  the  tragic  moments 
in  our  ministry  is  that  moment  of  disillu- 
sionment and  deep  despair  that  grips  you 
when  after  working  hard  to  clean  up  as  you  j 
move  out  that  morning  and  then  arrive  that  j 
afternoon  at  the  "new  parsonage"  and  dis-  ! 
cover  that  your  brother  minister  who  has  1 
moved  out  has  added  to  your  toil  of  mind 
and  body  the  extra  burden  of  cleaning  up  ! 
his  accumulation  of  filth  and  neglect.  And  \ 
I  further  think  that  no  better  deed  could 
be  done  by  a  congregation,  through  their 
parsonage  committee  or  Board  of  Trustees 
than  to  see  that  this  never  happens  to  their 
new  preacher. 

Lewis  Dillman 
Conway 


Patio  Show  Encourages 
Development  Of  Arts,  Crafts 


by  Doris  Cannon 

Blue  skies,  a  large  number  of  enthusi-  j 
astic  observers,  and  a  kaleidoscopic  exhibi- 
tion by  talented  artists  and  craftsmen  were 
the  ingredients  for  a  successful  first  Side- 
walk Patio  Arts  and  Crafts  Show  Saturday, 
May  6,  at  Centenary  United  Methodist 
Church  in  Smithfield. 

The  show  was  sponsored  by  the 
church's  Council  on  Ministries  as  a  tribute 
to  the  "creative  skills  of  human  beings" 
and  as  an  encouragement  for  development 
of  arts  and  crafts. 

Richard  Williams,  Director  of  Christian 
Education  and  chairman  of  the  show's 
planning  committee,  said:  "I'm  over- 
whelmed with  the  response  we've  had,  and 
I  hope  we  can  make  this  an  annual  event. 
We  certainly  have  enough  talent  and  inter- 
est to  do  so." 

The  church  patio  was  not  just  a  place 
where  items  could  be  displayed.  It  was  a 


spotlight  focused  on  the  heretofore  hidden 
abilities  of  the  boy  next  door  or  the  house- 
wife down  the  block.  (A  comment  often 
addressed  to  an  exhibitor  was,  "Why  I 
didn't  know  you  could  do  that!") 

It  was  courage  and  ingenuity  expressed 
in  the  bright  shawls,  tarns,  and  doll  cloth- 
ing knitted,  with  one  hand,  by  young 
Debbie  Reynolds. 

It  was  a  mirror  reflecting  the  serenity  of 
the  surrounding  countryside  in  the  paint- 
ings of  such  artists  as  Robert  Holt,  T.E. 
Creech,  and  Robert  Wimbley;  and  the 
striking  quality  of  the  human  face  in  Rosa 
Ragan's  "Self-Portrait"  and  Richard 
Black's  bold  "Woman  With  Hat". 
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It  was  a  greeting  from  Italy,  in  the  form 
f  non-associational  art  by  Kenneth  Nel- 
son, one  of  America's  most  important 
contemporary  painters,  and  jewelry  de- 
signed by  his  wife,  the  former  Jenny 
jTalton  of  Smithfield. 

It  was  past  elegance  remembered  in  a 
:opy  of  an  18th  century  bedspread  knitted 
by  Mrs.  H.H.  McCormick,  and  it  was  a  look 
ihead  to  next  December  25  in  the  glitter- 
ng  splendor  of  Chrismons  made  by  the 

vscs. 

It  was  the  youth  of  today  being  heard 
fa  the  belled  macrame  neckpieces  made  by 
4iss  Susan  Jackson,  and  it  was  the  lowly 
gg-shell  transformed  into  "a  thing  of 
eauty"  by  Suzette  Fitzgerald. 
!     It  was  the  value  of  friendship  expressed 
,  y  11 -year-old  Don  Hobart,  who  placed  a 
200.00  price  tag  on  his  poster  that  had 
een  signed  by  his  many  pals. 

It  was  all  that  and  much  more,  but  most 
f  all  it  was  a  silent  chorus  chanting,  "This 


is  what  the  hands,  minds,  and  heart  are 
capable  of  creating." 

The  show's  sponsors  hope  that  the 
many  visitors  to  the  exhibit  will  remember 
this  the  next  time  they  begin  to  spend  an 
afternoon  or  evening  viewing  a  dull  TV 
program  or  perhaps  are  tempted  with  more 
destructive  diversions  to  fill  up  the  growing 
hours  of  leisure  time. 


From  the  Smithfield  Herald. 


LITTLE  GIANT 

The  name  to  remember  for 


FIBERGLASS 
SPIRES  CROSSES 
BAPTISTRIES 
|(y    WATER  HEATERS 

jOJ3|[  Church  credit  plans  available.  ^ 
'.r-i^bw     Free  colored  brochure.  /'! 

LITTLE  GIANT  MANUFACTURING  CO. 

Box  518  /  Orange,  Texas  77630 
Phone:  713-883-4246 


HELP  IN  PREACHING!! 

Old  Fires  on  New  Altars 
Edited  by  Wilson  O.  Weldon 

Story  of  what  Western  North  Carolina 
Annual  Conference  is  doing  to  accent 
preaching. 

Contributors:  Dr.  A.  Leonard  Griffith; 
Bishop  F.  Gerald  Ensley;  Dr.  Bryant  M. 
Kirkland;  Dr.  Leighton  Ford;  Dr.  James  S. 
Stewart;  Dr.  Robert  E.  Goodrich,  Jr.; 
Bishop  Earl  G.  Hunt,  Jr.;  Dr.  Cecil  L. 
Heckard. 

Also  two  award-winning  sermons. 

Moderately  priced,  hardback  cover,  $1.50. 

Order  from: 

Cokesbury  Stores 
or 

Institute  for  Homiletical  Studies 
310  Cole  Building 
207  Hawthorne  Lane 
Charlotte,  North  Carolina  28204 
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AGNES  DAMAGES  CHURCHES, 
PARSONAGES 

WASHINGTON,  D.C.  (UMI)-Agnes, 
1972's  first  major  storm  in  the  eastern 
United  States,  damaged  many  churches  and 
parsonages  and  triggered  a  new  United 
Methodist  disaster  fund. 

In  the  Wyoming  Annual  Conference 
alone,  27  churches  and  parsonages  were 
reported  seriously  affected,  and  a  church- 
sponsored  high  school  was  under  water. 
Bishop  Hermann  W.  Kaebnick  of  the 
Harrisburg  Area  was  forced  from  his  home, 
as  were  some  pastors.  Florida  and  Georgia 
apparently  escaped  serious  damage,  but 
churches  in  Virginia  and  Maryland  reported 
up  to  12  feet  of  water  in  the  sanctuaiy, 
including  the  Scottville,  Va.,  church  which 
had  just  rebuilt  its  education  unit  from 
Hurricane  Camille's  ruin  in  1969. 

Acting  under  its  new  mandate  for 
domestic  disasters  as  well  as  those  outside 
the  U.S.,  the  United  Methodist  Committee 
on  Relief  said  that  it  was  instituting  a  new 
National  Disaster  Fund  to  which  flood  aid 
contributions  could  be  sent.  The  funds  will 
be  used  ecumenically  where  possible,  as 
they  were  earlier  this  month  in  South  Da- 
kota. 


DR.  EWING  HEADS  DEACONESS 
FEDERATION 

NEW  YORK  (UMI)-Election  of  offi- 
cers, including  the  second  American  presi- 
dent in  succession,  a  call  for  a  different 
definition  of  service  by  the  church,  and  a 
challenge  to  learn  from  the  movement  of 
women  toward  liberation  in  the  church 
marked  the  11th  triennial  meeting  of 
DIAKONIA  (International  Federation  of 
Deaconess  Associations)  here  June  14-21. 

More  than  300  deaconesses  and  other 
church  laywdrkers  from  21  countries  at- 
tended varied  sessions  at  the  Riverside 
Church  and  Barnard  College  here,  repre- 
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sen  ting   DIAKONIA's  largest 
DIAKONIA  comprises  about  50  deaconess 
orders  and  associations  in  25  countries 
around  the  world,  including  deaconesses  of  I 
nine  North  American  denominations. 

Elected  to  a  three-year  term  as  presi- 
dent of  DIAKONIA  was  Dr.  Betsy  K. 
Ewing,  New  York,  interim  associate  general  j 
secretary  of  the  National  Division,  United 
Methodist  Board  of  Missions.  She  succeeds 
Sister  Anna  Ebert,  Brooklyn,  N.Y.,  a  dea-  ! 
coness  of  the  Lutheran  Church  in  America. ; 


MISSIONARIES  MEET 
NASHVILLE,   Tenn.  (UMI)-Fur 
loughed  United  Methodist  missionaries-: 
some  having  served  nearly  half  a  century 
and  others  who  have  just  received  theiri 
first  assignments— spent  a  week  at  Scarritt 
College   here   June   19-24  considering 
"hope,"  particularly  as  it  applies  to  thet 
activity  of  Christian  mission  around  the 
world. 

The  150  missionaries  from  20  countries 
spent  most  of  the  week  in  small  discussion 
groups  focusing  on  areas  such  as  violence 
technology,  injustice,  worship,  and  alter  j 
nate  life  styles.  A  group  of  1 1  retiring  misi 
sionaries  was  honored  for  many  years  ol 
service. 


NEW  FILM  FEATURES  BISH01 
MUZOREWA 

NASHVILLE,  Tenn.  (UMI)-Uniter 
Methodist  Bishop  Abel  T.  Muzorewa,  hea< 
of  the  controversial  African  National  Coun 
cil  and  episcopal  leader  of  th 
35,000-member  Rhodesia  Area,  is  the  rm 
jor  personality  featured  in  a  new  film  re 
leased  here  in  mid-June  by  the  church' 
Board  of  Missions  and  Division  of  Telev 
sion,  Radio  and  Film  Communication. 

The  12-minute  presentation,  "In  Searc 


)f  Freedom,"  includes  portions  from  a  pre- 
entation  by  Bishop  Muzorewa  at  the  1972 
General  Conference.  The  production  is  de- 
igned to  be  used  in  mission  education 
tudies. 

AFRICA  SUBJECT  OF  STUDY  TOUR 

NEW  YORK  (UMI)-Insights  into  what 
are  called  "innovative  educational  and  so- 
cial programs  to  help  meet  social  and  eco- 
nomic needs"  in  two  African  countries  are 
sought  by  24  American  social  workers  and 
educators  on  a  three-week  study-tour  this 
summer. 

Sponsored  by  the  Development  Educa- 
tion Office  of  the  Women's  Division, 
United  Methodist  Board  of  Missions,  the 
jtudy-tour  is  also  exploring  relationships 
)etween  development  and  education  in 
Cenya  and  Tanzania.  The  participants 
;ome  from  12  states. 


jTHREE  WORK  IN  SUMMER  SERVICE 

j  Three  young  people  will  be  serving  in 

!orth  Carolina  as  a  part  of  the  1972 
immer  service  program  of  the  National 

iivision ,  United  Methodist  Board  of 
issions.  There  are  46  persons  in  the  pro- 
am  this  summer.  Among  skills  used  by 
e  missioners  are  tutoring,  music,  arts  and 
afts,  counseling,  spiritual  growth  minis- 
I/,  community  development,  nursing,  and 
creation  leadership.  The  workers  usually 
:eive  a  stipend  of  $20  a  week  plus  room, 
ljlard  and  transportation  costs. 

a  Charles  Ebel  from  Washington,  D.C.  will 
J  ve  in  rural  parish  and  community  work 
^ith  the  Robeson  County  Church  and 
immunity  Center.  Lawrence  Zimmerman 
(  Lemasters,  Pa.,  also  will  be  working  with 
ti  Church  and  Community  Center.  Debra 
( oghegan  of  Rocky  Mount  will  be  serving 

6  ii  church-and-community  work  in  the 
Finklin  County  area  ministry. 


CAPSULES 

Dr.  Richard  V.  Moore,  president  of 
Bethune-Cookman  College  in  Daytona 
Beach,  Fla.  is  the  new  lay  leader  of  the 
Florida  Conference.  He  is  believed  to  be 
the  first  black  to  serve  in  this  capacity  in 
an  integrated  conference  in  the  South- 
eastern Jurisdiction. 

*  *  * 

United  Methodism's  School  of  The- 
ology at  Claremont  (Calif.)  is  among  spon- 
sors of  an  International  Congress  of 
Learned  Societies  in  the  Field  of  Religion 
to  be  held  in  Los  Angeles,  Calif.,  Septem- 
ber 1-5.  Some  3,000  Biblical  scholars  from 
around  the  world  are  expected  to  take 
part. 

*  *  * 

The  Rev.  Walter  G.  Muelder,  just  retired 
as  dean  of  United  Methodism's  Boston  Uni- 
versity School  of  Theology,  has  been 
appointed  visiting  professor  of  religion  at 
Berea  (Ky.)  College. 

Dr.  Enise  Moura  Nunes  has  become  the 
first  woman  to  be  ordained  in  the  Meth- 
odist Church  of  Brazil. 

*  *  * 

A  National  Conference  of  the  Laity  is 
scheduled  to  be  held  July  13-15,  1973  on 
the  campus  of  Purdue  University,  W. 
Lafayette,  Ind.  A  special  effort  is  being 
made  to  get  youths,  young  adults  and 
women  in  attendance.  Growing  out  of  past 
conferences  for  men  held  quadrennially, 
the  1973  session  is  planned  to  emphasize 
that  the  laity  of  the  church  includes  all  per- 
sons, regardless  of  age  or  sex,  said  Sidney 
R.  Nichols,  associate  general  secretary  of 
the  Board  of  the  Laity. 

"Commitment  in  Community"  has  been 
chosen  as  the  theme  of  the  meeting. 
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WOMEN'S  NEWS 

Western  North  Carolina  Conference 

Mrs.  John  C.  Wright 


1972  SCHOOL  OF 
CHRISTIAN  MISSION 

The  1972  School  of  Christian  Mission  at 
Pfeiffer  College  will  be  in  two  sessions,  A 
Weekend  of  Study  July  28-30  for  business 
people  and  others  who  can  attend  only  a 
short  session,  and  a  Week  of  Study  July  31 
through  August  4. 

A  program  of  vital  interest  covering 
many  areas  of  thought  of  the  church  in 
mission  has  been  planned  by  a  committee 
headed  by  Mrs.  Fletcher  Nelson  of  Morgan- 
ton,  dean  of  the  school.  Courses  in  Faith 
and  Justice,  India  and  Romans  will  be 
offered  by  outstanding  teachers.  Interest 
groups  will  provide  opportunity  for  further 
study  of  techniques.  A  main  emphasis  of 
the  school  will  be  in  providing  information 
about  the  new  women's  missionary  organi- 
zation of  the  church. 

The  courses  of  study  and  the  faculty 
members  are  the  same  for  each  school.  The 
first  school  will  begin  on  Friday,  July  28, 
at  3  P.M.  and  conclude  on  Sunday  at  noon. 
The  second  school  will  open  on  Monday, 
July  31,  at  3  P.M.  and  close  on  Friday  at 
noon. 

The  Bible  study,  "Paul's  Letter  to  the 
Romans-Interpreted  for  Every  Man,"  by 
James  D.  Smart,  will  be  presented  by  Miss 
Ethelene  Sampley  of  St.  Simon's  Island, 
Ga.  The  study  will  be  given  in  plenary  ses- 
sions so  that  all  may  have  the  Bible  study 
together. 

The  leaders  for  the  study  on  Faith  and 
Justice  will  be  Miss  Ann  Eaton,  New  York; 
the  Rev.  Claude  Young,  Statesville:  and  the 
Rev.  Harold  Wright,  Salisbury.  The  text 
will  be,  "Grace  at  Point  Zero,"  by  Loren  E. 
Halvorson. 


For  the  study  on  India  the  leaders  will 
be  Dr.  and  Mrs.  Charles  E.  Ratliff,  David- 
son; Mrs.  Alvin  Morrison,  Statesville;  andd 
Miss  Susan  Carmichael,  Pfeiffer  College. 
The  text  will  be,  "Ask  an  Indian  About 
India,"  by  Blaise  Levai. 

Mrs.   Richard  Stuntz,  Rutherfordton, 
will  be  team  coordinator  in  planning  thee 
plenary  sessions.  A  highlight  of  the  school' 
will  be  input  sessions  led  by  Dr.  Lurlenet 
Barnhardt,  Charlotte,  and  Dr.  Richard d 
Stuntz.  Mrs.  Barnhardt  will  lead  discussions! 
on  involvement  of  Christians  in  community 
affairs  and  Dr.  Stuntz  will  discuss  morals, 
ethics  and  the  life  style  of  a  Christian. 


The  interest  groups  include  arts,  crafts 
and  posters,  led  by  Mrs.  Leo  Bagwell,  Ashe- 
ville;  music  and  fellowship  with  Mrs. 
Charles  Gidney,  Clyde,  leading;  free  expres- 
sion of  Scriptures,  music  and  the  spoken  ^ 
word  led  by  Mrs.  Zoe  Barbee,  Greensboro  j 
and  the  use  of  audio-visuals,  with  Mrs.  Jo 
seph  Wishon,  Hickory,  as  leader. 

The  cost  of  the  school  is:  Weekend  ol 
Study,  $13.50  for  those  who  arrive  on  Fri 
day,  or  $10.50  for  those  who  come  on  Sat 
urday.  This  includes  registration,  insurance 
room  and  board.  The  entire  amount  shoul( 
be  sent  with  registration  to  Mrs.  J.D.  Key 
1831  Angelo  St.,  Winston-Salem,  N.C 
27104. 

The  cost  of  the  Week  of  Study  i 
$25.00.  This  amount  should  be  sent  wit] 
registration  to  Mrs.  James  E.  Smith,  180' 
Belcrest  Drive,  Greensboro,  N.C.  27406.  i 
few  private  rooms  are  available  at  $2.0  1 
extra. 

Day  students  pay  a  registration  fee  c 
$4.50  only,  with  no  provision  for  insu 
ance. 
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Fun  and  fellowship  for  all  have  been 
planned.  The  most  colorful  event  will  be  an 
"Indian  Mela",  a  missions  banquet.  For 
this  occasion  all  who  come  are  asked  to 


wear  a  sari.  So  each  should  bring  a  7  yard 
length  of  material  to  the  school.  Mrs.  Nel- 
son promises  a  lesson  on  sari  wrapping 
before  the  banquet. 


Emory  Offers  New  Degree 

Emory  University's  theology  school  will 
offer  a  new  four-year  doctoral  program  de- 
signed to  train  ministers  for  leadership  in 
shaping  the  changing  role  of  the  church, 
Dean  James  T.  Laney  has  announced. 

The  new  program  leading  to  the  Doctor 
of  Ministry  degree  will  begin  in  the  Candler 
School  of  Theology  in  fall  quarter  1972. 

"The  program  will  be  characterized  by 
greater  emphasis  upon  professional  devel- 
opment and  competence  in  general  minis- 
try," Dean  Laney  said.  "It's  going  to  be  the 
norm  or  benchmark  for  the  whole  profes- 
sional program  of  the  school." 

About  one-fifth  of  the  third-year  class 
at  Candler,  or  20  students,  will  be  admitted 
next  fall  to  the  D.  Min.  program,  which 
Will  be  directed  by  Dr.  Donald  W.  Shrive r 
Jr.,  professor  of  ethics  and  society.  Dr. 
Bhriver  is  coming  to  Emory  from  North 
Carolina  State  University. 
!  The  other  students  will  continue  in  the 
hree-year  Master  of  Divinity  program.  The 
Ichool  will  also  continue  to  offer  the 
j)octor  of  Sacred  Theology  degree  for  min- 
sters who  wish  to  specialize  in  such  areas 
js  pastoral  counseling. 

Each  doctoral  student  will  develop  some 
Academic  specialization  in  a  field  such  as 
ociology  of  religion  or  historical  method, 
upervised  ministry  will  culminate  in  a 
'octoral  project  in  which  the  student  can 
ring  his  discipline  to  bear  in  an  innovative 
plution  to  a  problem  of  ministry,  said 
jrof.  Charles  V.  Gerkin,  professor  of 
jinical  pastoral  education,  who  will  serve 
p  the  D.  Min.  committee  along  with  Dr. 
'iriver  and  Dr.  William  Mallard,  professor 
church  history. 

"We  expect  most  of  the  doctoral  grad- 
ites  to  go  into  a  parish  ministry,"  Prof, 
irkin  said.  "We  hope  they  will  become 


the  new  leadership  of  the  new  church  in 
the  South." 

Students  who  graduate  with  the  M.Div. 
degree  will  be  encouraged  to  return  for  the 
doctorate  after  several  years  of  work  in  the 
ministry,  Dean  Laney  said.  "We  also  hope 
to  interest  a  number  of  alumni  and  other 
ministers  in  a  form  of  continuing  educa- 
tion, for  a  whole  year  or  for  seccessive 
summers,  which  would  result  in  a  doctor's 
degree." 

NCC  Ministers  Wives  Meet 

Approximately  216  members  of  the 
N.C.  Ministers'  Wives'  Association  gathered 
in  the  Julian  Carr  Fellowship  Hall  of  the 
Trinity  UM  Church,  Durham,  June  7,  for 
their  forty-third  luncheon  meeting. 

The  invocation  was  given  by  Mrs.  CD. 
Barclift,  wife  of  the  host  district  superin- 
tendent. Mrs.  W.K.  Quick,  wife  of  the  host 
minister,  extended  a  welcome  to  the 
women,  to  which  Mrs.  John  Cline  re- 
sponded. 

Mrs.  Norwood  L.  Jones,  president, 
presided  over  the  meeting.  New  brides  were 
introduced  by  the  district  superintendent's 
wife  from  their  respective  districts. 

John  Meares,  coordinator  of  Adult 
Ministry  and  Social  Concerns  for  the  N.C. 
Conference,  was  the  luncheon  speaker.  He 
was  introduced  by  Mrs.  William  M. 
Howard,  Jr.,  vice  president. 

Mrs.  Charles  Hubbard,  historian,  told  of 
the  work  done  on  the  scrapbook.  Two 
other  chairmen  made  reports,  Mrs.  R.S. 
Brodie  on  Family  Counseling  Service,  and 
Mrs.  Sam  McMillan,  Jr.,  on  Parsonage 
Standards. 

The  N.C.  Conference  Ministers'  Wives' 
Association  was  the  first  such  group  organ- 
ized in  the  United  States. 
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Annual  Conference 
(Continued  from  page  15) 

The  Wyoming  Conference  delegates 
overwhelmingly  defeated  a  proposal  to  join 
its  churches  with  Central  Pennsylvania  and 
Central  New  York  units,  and  North  Arkan- 
sas turned  down  a  union  with  the  Little 
Rock  Conference. 

Both  of  the  Arkansas  sessions,  however, 
and  the  Oklahoma  Conference  approved 
merger  with  the  former  Central  Jurisdic- 
tion Southwest  Conference.  The  latter  con- 
ference had  accepted  the  plan  earlier. 

Other  mergers  involving  black  confer- 
ences were  approved  in  Alabama  and  com- 
pleted in  South  Carolina  and  Georgia.  Two 
black  conferences  in  Mississippi  gave  unani- 
mous support  to  merger  with  the  white 
units  in  the  state,  but  the  white  units  both 
voted  "resolutions  of  intent  to  merge" 
without  acting  on  the  specific  plans. 

Minority  concerns  also  were  considered 
in  other  ways  by  a  number  of  the  annual 
meetings. 

Western  Michigan  voted  support  for 
union  efforts  by  farm  workers  in  Arizona 
and  urged  that  members  in  their  local 
churches  boycott  lettuce  not  bearing  the 
union  label.  Rio  Grande  and  New  York 
took  similar  action. 

Florida  voiced  concern  for  migrant 
workers. 

Louisiana  Conference  delegates  en- 
dorsed participation  in  establishment  of  a 
state  office  of  Project  Equality  on  an  ecu- 
menical basis.  Missouri  West  approved 
$70,000  annually  for  Black  Methodists  for 
Church  Renewal  in  the  conference. 

Other  minority  assistance  will  be  pro- 
vided through  projects  developed  through 
the  Fund  for  Reconciliation  which  will 
terminate  December  31. 

North  Dakota  set  up  a  "Witness  in  Cri- 
sis" fund  to  continue  support  of  projects. 
A  number  of  other  conferences,  including 
Maine,  said  they  would  continue  funding 
of  some  projects  through  their  Board  of 
Missions,  or  in  other  ways. 

Consideration  of  the  Vietnam  issue 
took  a  variety  of  forms.  Several  confer- 
ences-Peninsula, Minnesota,  Wisconsin, 
Troy,  Kansas  East  -endorsed  essentially  the 
General  Conference  resolution  which, 
among  other  things,  set  a  date  of  December 
31  for  the  ending  of  hostilities  and  with- 
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drawal  of  troops.  Others— Oklahoma, 
Southern  Illinois,  West  Ohio,  Southwest 
Texas-adopted  resolutions  asking  an  end  to 
the  fighting,  but  rejecting  one  or  more 
parts  of  the  General  Conference  action. 

Amnesty  for  war  resisters  drew  the  at- 
tention of  many  delegates.  Most  of  the 
resolutions— Northern  Illinois,  Baltimore, 
Minnesota,  Detroit,  and  North  Dakota- 
backed  the  idea  in  principle,  but  some  off 
these  conditioned  the  support  upon  com- 
pletion of  some  alternate  form  of  service. 

In  another  action  related  to  war  con-i- 
cerns,  several  conferences  asked  that  their:; 
agencies  utilize  "proxy  power"  with  com- 
panies producing  goods  for  the  war  effort,, 
or  review  their  portfolios.  These  included  j 
Northern    Illinois,  Western  Pennsylvania,  j 
Minnesota,   Pacific   Northwest,   Holston,  j 
North  Carolina,  and  Wisconsin.  Central  1114 
inois  rejected  a  proposal  to  make  available; 
information  on  the  investment  portfolios 
of  conference  institutions. 

Abortion  and  penal  reform  was  on  somei  j 
agendas  this  year. 

Eastern  Pennsylvania  asked  for  a  liberal  ill 
ization  of  the  state's  abortion  laws  and  alsc  Jj 
approved  the  hiring  of  a  third  prison  chap  j 
lain.  Concern  for  prison  conditions  als(* 
was  voiced  by  Western  North  Carolina  anci 
Pacific  Northwest,  among  others. 

Some  conferences  reported  gains  n 
membership  while  others  cited  decreases 
Those  with  gains  included  Peninsula  am 
Florida.  Losses  were  reported  by  Centrci 
Illinois  and  Central  New  York,  amom, 
others. 

Tragedy  struck  the  South  Dakota  sese 
sion  when  word  was  received  of  the  di:  - 
astrous  Rapid  City  flood  near  the  close  c ' 
the  meeting.  Some  volunteers  went  imme- 
diately to  assist  in  rescue  and  cleanu ■> 
work,  and  an  offering  of  $1,700  was  re- 
ceived to  assist  those  in  need. 

A  new  feature  this  year  in  many  of  tr  3 
sessions  was  voting  youth  delegates.  This 
was  made  possible  by  a  recently-adopte  1 
amendment  to  the  church's  constitutio 

Some  600  ministers  were  retired  at  tie 
sessions  this  year,  about  the  usual  numbe 
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Tfye  ^Bible  still  speaks, 
to  %<ferit,  %it 

God's  promises  to  Adam  and  Eve  are  as  relevant  today  as 
ever!  The  words  of  Jesus  mean  life,  hope  and  freedom 
from  the  bonds  of  sin! 

Read  The  Upper  Room.  The  entire  July-August  issue  is 
filled  with  devotions  based  on  scripture  passages  from 
every  book  in  the  Bible. 

SPECIAL  OFFER: 

A  large  14  by  17  inch  full  color  print  of  the  painting  shown, 
which  was  commissioned  for  this  occasion  will  be  sent 
Free  with  each  new  bulk  order  (or  increase  in  your  present 
standing  order)  or  subscription.  Bulk  orders  only  150  per 
copy  in  lots  of  10  or  more  to  one  address.  Individual  sub- 
scriptions, 3  years  for  $3.00;  one  year,  $1.50. 

Use  handy  order  form  below: 

 Order  Todqf!  

THE  UPPER  ROOM 
1908  GRAND  AVENUE 
NASHVILLE,  TENNESSEE  37203 

□  Please  send  copies  of  The  Upper  Room,  150  per  copy 

in  lots  of  10  or  more  to  one  address. 

□  Please  increase  my  order  by  copies. 

□  Please  enter  my  subscription  for  3  years,  $3.00;  — 1  year,  $1.50. 

(Payment  must  accompany  all  individual  subscriptions) 

NAME  

ADDRESS  . 
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Sunday  School  Lesson 

By  Dr.  Raymond  A.  Smith 
(International  Lesson  Series) 


FOR  JULY  23 


RECEIVING  GOD'S 

FORGIVENESS 


Background  Scripture:  2  Samuel  12:1-15; 
Psalms  51;  1  John  1:8-9 
Lesson  Scripture:  1  John  4: 13-19;  Ephe- 
sians  3: 14-2 1 

In  these  columns,  from  time  to  time,  we 
have  had  occasion  to  stress  the  virtue  of 
forgiveness,  both  human  and  divine.  No 
one  can  guess  correctly  how  many  people 
live  with  the  burden  of  unforgiven  sin;  or, 
more  accurately,  what  they  believe  to  be 
unforgiven  sin.  In  some  cases,  as  we  all 
know,  this  feeling  has  plunged  people  into 
such  a  state  of  mind  that  they  are  no 
longer  able  to  carry  on  a  normal  life,  but 
have  to  be  isolated  in  hospitals  for  the 
mentally  ill.  It  is  true,  of  course,  that  these 
regrettable  conditions  may  come,  not  only 
to  people  who  feel  unforgiven,  but  also  to 
those  who  feel  they  are  incapable  of  forgiv- 
ing others.  They  live  out  their  life  with 
hate  as  the  daily  diet  of  their  souls  because 
of  some  real,  or  fancied,  injustice  done  to 
them  by  others. 

Since  the  Psalms  deal  with  every  emo- 
tional state  of  which  we  are  capable,  it  is 
not  surprising  to  find  that  they  often  speak 
of  sin  and  forgiveness.  There  are  seven  of 
these  known  as  "The  Penitential  Psalms" 
(6,  32,  38,  51,  102  and  143).  Our  Scripture 
lesson  for  this  date  is  based  on  Psalms  5  1 
and  from  two  selections  from  the  New 
Testament  epistles. 

Psalms  5  1  has  traditionally  been  linked 
with  David's  sin  with  Bathsheba  (see  2 
Samuel  12: 1-15).  But,  as  is  the  case  with  so 
many  of  the  penitential  psalms,  it  speaks  to 
the  condition  of  every  person  who  has  ever 
experienced  the  acute  anguish  of  having 
sinned.  So  universal  is  this  feeling,  not  only 
in  the  psalms  of  Israel,  but  in  the  religious 
literature  of  other  nations  as  well,  that  we 
can  say  only  that  it  is  a  characteristic  of 
the  human  condition. 

Walter  Williams  has  pointed  out  that 


there  are  three  words  used  in  this  psalm  to 
describe  the  violation  of  God's  will:  "trans- 
gression",  "iniquity"   and   "sin."  Some 
authorities  substitute  the  word  "guilt"  for 
the  word  "iniquity",  as  for  example  the 
New  English  Bible,  where  it  reads  thus: 
"Wash  away  all  my  guilt  and  cleanse  me  e 
from  my  sin.  For  well  I  know  my  mis-  - 
deeds,  and  my  sins  confront  me  all  the  dayy 
long."  In  this  view  "guilt"  is  the  descrip-i 
tion  of  the  condition  of  the  soul  when  it  is  is 
conscious  of  its  failure  to  have  done  God's 1 
will.  To  be  freed  from  this  wretched  state  c 
of  mind  it  is  necessary  to  realize  the  for- 
giving love  of  God  which  follows  the  act  of  I 
penitence,   or   repentance.   The  psalmist 
pleads  for  cleansing  in  verse  7:  "Purge  me 
with  hyssop,  and  I  shall  be  clean;  wash  me, 
and  I  shall  be  whiter  than  snow."  We  aren 
told  that,  among  other  uses,  hyssop  was  a 
plant  used  in  ceremonies  to  cleanse  froirn1 
the  dread  disease  of  leprosy  (see  Leviticus 
14:4,  6-7,  48-53).  Then,  in  verse  8,  he  ex-i 
presses  his  desire  to  hear  the  confortin^ 
assurance  that  his  sin  is  forgiven.  Thi; 
could  mean  the  words  of  pardon  voiced  by 
a  priest  in  the  temple,  or  it  could  be  mererj 
a  figure  of  speech. 

We  are  living  in  a  "do-it-yourself"  age  j 
hence  the  words:  "Create  in  me  a  cleai 
heart,  O  God"  may  seem  to  some  peopl 
that  we  are  asking  God  to  do  for  us  wha 
we  ought  to  do  for  ourselves.  We  have  M 
overcome  the  long-accepted  idea  that  rigt 
teousness  is  achieved  by  keeping  the  lav 
But  in  Genesis  15:1-6  we  are  told  tha 
Abraham  trusted  God  and  it  was  credite 
to  him  for  righteousness.  This  trusting  reli  ■ 
tionship  (which  is  what  righteousne!  s 
means)  is  the  free  gift  of  God.  Paul  kne' ' 
this  when  he  wrote  that  he  wanted  to  stan  1 
before  God  "not  having  a  righteousness  <  f 
my  own,  based  on  the  law,  but  that  whic  i 
is  through  faith  in  Christ,  the  righteousne  s 
of  God  that  depends  on  faith"  (Phil.  3:9 
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In  Christian  history  it  is  the  real  saints  who 
make  no  claim  that  they  have  achieved 
saint-hood.  As  Christoh  Barth  has  re- 
minded us:  "It  is  the  righteous  who  confess 
their  unrighteousness  before  God.  Only  the 
godless  man  refuses  to  do  this,  because  he 
regards  himself  as  righteous." 

To  give  up  any  claim  to  goodness  is  not 
easy  for  those  who  think  they  have  already 


achieved  moral  excellence.  Charles  Laymon 
relates  a  story  of  Hugh  Mcintosh,  of  New 
College,  Edinburgh,  who  met  a  friend  on 
the  street  one  day  who  appeared  to  be  ill. 
"Man,  are  you  ill?"  he  asked.  "No",  said 
his  friend,  "I  have  just  asked  forgiveness 
from  one  I  had  wronged,  and  it  took  every- 
thing out  of  me."  To  ask  forgiveness  is 
costly  to  human  pride,  but  it  is  the  price 
we  must  pay. 


SUNDAY  SCHOOL  LESSON 

DEEPENING  OUR 
RELATIONSHIP  WITH  GOD 

Background  Scripture:  1  John  4;  Ephesians 
3 

Lesson  Scripture:  1  John  4:13-19;  Ephe- 
sians 3:14-21 

We  who  are  the  heirs  of  Western  civiliza- 
tion have  been  led  to  believe  the  first  thing 
ive  have  to  do  in  life  is  to  understand 
everything.  This  passion  for  understanding 
jias  given  us  science  which,  in  turn,  has 
Opened  up  new  worlds  for  us  from  the 
itom  to  the  vastness  of  the  universe.  "Let 
;cience  grow,  and  life  be  exalted"  is  a 
translation  of  some  Latin  words  to  be 
jound  on  the  seal  of  one  of  our  great  uni- 
versities. But  on  that  campus  was  dis- 
jovered  the  formula  for  releasing  nuclear 
inergy.  Whether  this  will,  or  will  not, 
(exalt  life"  is  far  from  certain  at  this  point. 

The  title  of  our  lesson  is  wisely  put.  It 
oesn't  say  "Deepening  our  Understanding 
?f  God,"  but  "Deepening  our  Relationship 
nth  God."  We  all  know  people  who  make 
jo  claim  that  they  "understand"  God,  but 
'hose  lives  clearly  demonstrate  that  they 
ave   discovered   what   Charles  Wesley's 
jreat  hymn  calls  "Thou  Hidden  Source  of 
jalm  Repose."  Picking  up  a  book  whose 
tie  is  "Men  Who  Have  Walked  With  God", 
jne  finds  a  great  variety  of  types  of  per- 
ms reported  on.  All  of  them  have,  some- 
3W,  been  able  to  establish  meaningful 
lationships  with  the  Divine  Mystery,  and 
a  result  their  writings  have  helped  multi- 
ied  millions  through  the  centuries  to  be 
vare  of  a  dimension  in  life  which  goes 
inoticed  and  unexplored  by  most  people. 


FOR  JULY  30 

Our  Scripture  for  this  date  includes  two 
selections,  one  from  1  John  and  one  from 
Ephesians.  Coming  from  a  grubby  world  of 
hard  facts  and  tough  competition  in  the 
market-place,  we  open  our  Bibles  on  these 
passages  and  begin  to  ask  ourselves  the 
question  as  to  whether  there  really  were 
people  who  knew  and  practised  their  faith 
as  described  in  these  New  Testament  writ- 
ings. We  might  be  inclined  to  say  they 
didn't  have  to  live  in  such  a  world  as  we 
now  have.  But  if,  as  most  scholars  assume, 
these  writings  came  out  of  around  the  mid- 
dle of  the  second  century  in  the  Roman 
Empire,  we  shall  have  to  have  second 
thoughts  about  that.  The  people  to  whom 
the  words  of  our  Scripture  were  addressed 
were  called  "haters  of  mankind"  by  the 
Romans  because  they  didn't  share  the 
Roman  enthusiasm  for  violent  and  brutal 
sports,  nor  their  devotion  to  armed  conflict 
by  which  the  Empire  was  built  on  blood. 
But  not  only  were  there  perils  from  with- 
out; there  were  heresies  within  the  church. 
1  John  is  obviously  trying  to  protect  the 
flock  of  Christ  from  some  of  these  heresies. 

They  are  warned  against  fear  and  timid- 
ity. They  are  urged  to  be  a  community 
where  love  for  one  another  predominates. 
They  are  assured  that  "God  is  love"  and 
that  "He  who  dwells  in  love  is  dwelling  in 
God"  (1  John  4:17).  They  are  told  that 
whoever  says  he  loves  God  and  yet  hates 
his  brother  is  a  liar. 

In  the  selected  passages  from  Ephesians 
the  church  is  urged  to  reflect  the  glory  of 
Christ  by  lives  of  dedicated  concern  for 
one  another.  They  are  reminded  that  their 
faith  is  to  be  rooted  deeply  in  their  lives  so 
they  will  be  strong  enough  to  resist  the 
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forces  that  are  pitted  against  them.  Ephe- 
sians  3:17-18  reads:  "Your  roots  must  be 
deep  and  your  foundations  strong,  so  that 
you  and  all  God's  people  may  be  strong 
enough  to  grasp  what  breadth,  length, 
height  and  depth  mean,  and  to  understand 
Christ's  love,  so  far  beyond  our  under- 
standing, so  that  you  may  be  filled  with 
the  very  fullness  of  God"  (Amer.  Trans.). 
Further  on,  in  Ephesians  4:14,  there  is  a 
plea  for  maturity  in  the  faith.  It  says:  "We 
must  not  be  babies  any  longer,  blown 
about  and  swung  around  by  every  wind  of 
doctrine. ..We  must  lovingly  hold  to  the 
truth  and  grow  up  into  perfect  union  with 


him  who  is  the  head. .Christ  himself."  We 
need  to  notice  here  the  mariner  in  which 
we  are  to  hold  our  convictions,  that  is  "lov- 
ingly", not  with  pride  or  hatred  of  those 
who  may  not  see  exactly  as  we  do.  The 
forces  of  evil  in  this  world  have,  time  and 
time  again,  laughed  with  glee  at  Christians 
fighting  other  Christians  who  do  not  agree 
with  them.  One  would  think  that,  since  the 
church  has  had  nearly  two  thousand  years 
to  grow  up  in,  we  could  now  be  spared  the 
miserable  spectacle  of  in-fighting  a  mong 
brethren!  Perhaps  then  we  can  sing  with  hi) 
truth:  "We  are  not  divided,  all  one  body  we, 
one  in  hope  and  doctrine,  one  in  charity!" 


IN  MEMORIAM 


MRS.  FANNIE  VICK  DANIEL 

The  Women's  Society  of  Christian  Service  of 
Mt.  Zion  United  Methodist  Church,  wishes  to  pay 
tribute  and  honor  to  the  loving  memory  of  Mrs. 
Fannie  Vick  Daniel  (Mrs.  Sam  Daniel,  Sr.)  who 
departed  this  life  on  December  5,  1971  at  the  age 
of  84. 

Mrs.  Daniel  was  a  loyal  member  of  Mt.  Zion 
Church.  She  was  a  charter  member  and  office 
holder  in  the  Missionary  Society  and  the  W.S.C.S. 
She  was  faithfully  committed  to  Christ  and  her 
Church,  and  supported  it  with  her  prayers,  pre- 
sence and  gifts.  Mt.  Zion  was  truly  blessed  in  the 
life  of  this  lovely  Christian,  a  friend  with  love  and 
kindness  for  all,  and  a  devoted  wife  and  mother. 

We  miss  her  presence  but  thank  God  for  the 
life  she  shared  with  us.  Her  memory  shall  live  on. 
For  her  dedicated  service  and  life,  we  offer  this 
tribute  to  her  memory.  Even  though  Mrs.  Daniel 
has  departed  this  earth,  we  are  fully  aware  that 
she  is  in  even  closer  communion  with  our  Heav- 
enly Father. 

MRS.  ALDA  MUNDY  RUDISILL 

The  Women's  Society  of  Christian  Service  of 
Center  United  Methodist  Church,  Route  2, 
Catawba,  N.C.  is  privileged  to  pay  loving  tribute 
to  the  memory  of  a  dear  friend  and  dedicated 
co-worker  in  our  church  and  community. 

Mrs.  Alda  Mundy  Rudisill  passed  away  April 
12,  1 972  at  the  age  of  7 1  to  enter  into  the  service 
of  her  Heavenly  Father.  She  was  a  devoted  wife, 
mother,  grandmother,  and  great  grandmother.' 
She  is  survived  by  her  husband  Fred  Rudisill,  one 
daughter  Miss  Melva  Rudisill  of  the  home,  five 
sons,  Glenn  of  Newton,  Bobby  M.  and  Joe  of 
Catawba,  Max  of  Cincinnati,  Ohio  and  Wayne  of 
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Chevy  Chase,  Maryland,  four  sisters,  six  brothers, > 
eleven  grandchildren  and  two  great-grand-d 
children. 

Her  generous  sharing  of  her  gifts,  talents,  andic 
time  were  known  to  all  in  her  family,  church  and' 
community.  She  was  a  Charter  member  of  then 
Women's  Society  of  Christian  Service  of  which 
her  daughter  is  President.  She  was  secretary  foi> 
many  years  of  the  Mary  Linberger  Class  of  the 
church.  She  was  also  a  member  of  the  churcr 
choir. 

Her  love  for  flowers  was  evident  around  anc 
in  her  home.  She  was  a  Charter  member  and  offi 
cer  of  Alda's  Garden  Club  in  whose  honor  thff 
club  was  named.  Our  loss  is  great,  but  her  mem 
ory  will  be  with  us  always. 

Be  it  therefore  resolved: 

That  we  thank  our  Heavenly  Father  for  per 
mitting  us  to  share  together  the  blessings  of  hex 
many  years.  That  we  remember  in  our  prayer 
the  members  of  her  family  who  will  miss  her  so 
deeply. 

That  a  copy  of  these  resolutions  be  sent  to  th 
members  of  her  family,  a  copy  be  entered  intfl 
the  minutes  of  the  Women's  Society  of  Christia 
Service,  a  copy  be  entered  into  the  minutes  o 
Alda's  Garden  Club,  and  a  copy  be  sent  to  th 
Observer-News-Enterprise,  Newton,  N.C. 

Committee  on  Resolutior 
Mrs.  Martha  Loftin,  Vice-Presider 
Mrs.  Essie  Lee  Little,  Treasure 
Mrs.  W.  L.  Stewan 
Mrs.  Joe  W.  Seize 


MRS.  HAZEL  ROSS  GADDY 

The  members  of  the  Woman's  Society  of  tl 
Ansonville  United  Methodist  Church  pause  1 


honor  the  memory  of  Mrs.  Hazel  RossGaddy.  A 
long  life  of  usefulness  in  the  service  of  the  Master 
made  her  an  especially  cherished  member  of  her 
Society  and  of  the  whole  church. 

Much  love  for  young  people  was  shown  in  her 
leadership  of  their  everyday  activities  as  well  as  in 
lier  thirty  years1  teaching  of  their  Sunday  School 
Class.  She  enjoyed  taking  them  to  vacation  spots 
itch  as  Rocky  River  Springs  and  to  near-by 
swimming  places. 

Her  interest  in  teaching  school  children,  who 
;ame  in  great  numbers,  of  the  ways  of  the  wild 
joose  of  late  years  was,  in  fact,  cited  by  the  U.S. 
Department  of  the  Interior  as  their  outstanding 
reason  for  their  award  to  her  for  preservation  of 
wild  life.  To  them  and  to  bird  lovers  from  many 
;ands  she  pointed  out  the  mercy  of  God  in  caring 
7or  them,  as  for  us  His  children. 

Dr.  Shirkey,  pastor  of  Mt.  Vernon  Place  Meth- 
}dist  Church,  Washington,  D.C.,  preached  a 
sermon  using  as  a  text,  "The  Lord  is  my  Refuge" 
taken  from  her  favorite  forty-sixth  Psalm.  In- 
spired by  a  visit  to  her  Canada  Goose  Refuge,  he 
jreached  the  same  message  as  she. 

"The  Pond"  was  a  sanctuary  for  numberless 
Ivorld-weary  people.  The  Lord  was  her  Refuge 
[or  nineteen  years  after  the  passing  of  her  hus- 
band Lockhart;  for  there  were  many  obstacles  to 
Wercome.  They  were  conquered  through  Him. 
>he  never  failed  to  say  so. 

j  We  think  we  shall  hardly  see  her  like  again.  We 
hall  miss  her  but  thinking  of  her  we  may  yet 
emember  her  great  faith  and  her  God.  And  our 
;iod. 

j  It  is  desired  that  a  copy  of  this  memorial  be 
pit  to  the  North  Carolina  Christian  Advocate,  a 
ppy  to  her  family,  and  a  copy  spread  on  the 
jages  of  the  Society  minutes. 

Pearl  S.  Little 


WALTER  PACE 

We  who  have  been  so  richly  blessed  by  the  life 
i7  Mr.  Walter  Pace  want  other  Methodists  to 
low  him  too.  He  was  one  of  the  best  of  our 
lurch  and  of  all  North  Carolina  Methodism.  He 
jed  last  April. 

Mr.  Walter  was  a  general  store  keeper  for 
Jany  years  starting  in  1907  and  was  called  the 
pean  of  the  Maxton  Merchants",  in  business  for 
vty  years.  He  began  when  he  was  just  a  boy 
th  a  fifty  dollar  loan.  His  father  was  a  promi- 
nt  farmer  and  could  have  given  him  what  he 
eded,  but  Mr.  Walter  wanted  to  be  indepen- 
Int.  However,  in  the  early  days  some  thought  he 
jpuld  not  make  it  because  he  would  carry  on  the 
oks  families  that  had  no  money  and  no  pros- 
icts  of  getting  any.  He  would  pay  more  than  he 
reed  to  the  boys  he  would  hire,  when  they 
v{'rked  hard.  And  there  was  long  lists  of  debts  he 
l/er  collected. 


The  list  of  the  causes  he  gave  to  is  not  com- 
pletely known  to  this  writer  but  he  gave  to  the 
Methodist  Retirement  Home,  to  the  Methodist 
Children's  Home,  and  the  Boys  Home  at  Lake 
Waccamaw,  to  St.  Andrews  Presbyterian  College, 
the  Ten  Dollar  Club  of  the  Conference,  and 
various  mission  causes  of  our  church  and  other 
denominations.  He  was  a  financial  mainstay  for 
the  St.  Pauls  Church  here  in  Maxton.  And  now, 
in  his  last  will  and  testament,  has  done  what  is  no 
surprise  to  those  who  knew  him:  he  gave  his 
church  $10,000  for  the  building  fund  and  a 
$3000  investment  fund  to  be  a  continuing  aid  to 
the  budget  of  his  church. 

Mr.  Walter  came  a  long  way  from  the  little 
one  room  grocery  with  a  bicycle  to  make  the 
deliveries.  When  he  closed  the  store  in  1967  he 
laughed  and  recalled  how  he  would  do  the  trick 
of  arranging  the  canned  goods  so  it  would  look 
like  he  had  a  large  stock.  One  time  in  the  early 
days,  he  had  trouble  moving  up  the  street  to 
where  most  of  the  "Saturday  loafing"  was  done. 
Even  though  his  father  owned  the  building,  his 
father  thought  Walter  could  not  afford  the  rent. 

After  being  in  the  store  business  a  long  time, 
he  saved  a  little,  as  he  could,  and  he  started  inves- 
ting in  stocks  and  bonds  in  the  twenties.  He  lost 
his  shirt  in  the  Crash  of  twenty-nine,  but  he  kept 
on  and  eventually  he  would  travel  to  Charlotte  to 
talk  to  the  brokers,  then  later  he  would  some- 
times go  to  New  York  to  make  investments. 

When  he  died,  Maxton  knew  he  would  leave  a 
generous  rememberance  for  a  number  of  worthy 
causes,  including  the  church  he  loved,  and  he  did. 

Of  course,  in  his  will,  a  man  likely  has  more 
money  than  at  any  other  time  in  his  life  to  assign 
to  something.  And  it  is  possible  at  that  time  to 
give  to  causes  that  would  never  be  aided  during 
the  man's  lifetime,  but  this  was  not  the  case  with 
Mr.  Pace.  During  his  life  he  was  generous,  often 
beyond  his  means,  and  now  his  final  gift  is  to  be 
a  living  memorial  through  our/his  church.  So,  we 
want  to  proclaim  our  gratitude  and  pledge  our- 
selves to  work  toward  being  worthy  of  his  invest- 
ment. We  want  it  to  be  an  investment  in  the  spiri- 
tual heritage  of  our  whole  area. 

St.  Pauls  United  Methodist  Church 
Maxton,  North  Carolina 
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NORTH  CAROLINA  CONFERENCE 

ALL-ADMINISTRATIVE  BOARD  CHURCHES 

Burlington  District 
Webb  Avenue-Trinity,  G.W.  Johnson 
Prospect,  Yanceyville,  H.L.  Harrell 
YanceyviUe,  H.L.  Harrell 

Elizabeth  City  District 
Mount  Hermon,  H.M.  Hunnings 
Edenton,  Edenton,  E.L.  Earnhardt 
Mount  Olivet,  H.B.  Lewis 
Wesley  Memorial,  B.F.  Potter 
Woodland,  New  Hope-Woodland  Chg..  J.T. 
Ledford 

Fayetteville  District 

Victory,  Fayetteville,  H.D.  Scott 

Hoke  Circuit,  Rev.  Berry  O.  Barbour 

Goldsboro  District 

Centenary,  Smithfield,  Owen  Fitzgerald 
Ep worth,  Clinton  Circuit,  C.F.  Heath 
Trinity,  Clinton  Circ,  C.F.  Heath 

Raleigh  District 
Apex,  Apex,  W.D.  Wise 

Wesley  Memorial,  Warrenton,  G.W.  Crutchfield 

Rocky  Mount  District 
Pleasant  Hill.  Gaston  Chg.,  H.D.  Coker 
Shiloh.  Gaston  Chg.,  H.D.  Coker 
Marvin-Temperance  Hall,  L.C.  Thompson 
Pleasant  Grove, 

Seaboard  Chg..  D.D.  Bowman 

Sanford  District 

St.  John,  J.D.  Jones 

First  Mount  Gilead.  S.D.  McMillan 

Community,  Pinebluff  Chg..  R.J.  Rudd 

Southern  Pines,  V.E.  Queen 

Snead's  Grove,  H.M.  Chrismon 

West  Rockingham,  L.A.  Phillips 

Wilmington  District 

Pine  Valley,  Wilmington.  A.J.  Morris 

EVERY  FAMILY 

Goldsboro  District 

McGee.  Clinton  Circuit.  C.F.  Heath 

WESTERN  NORTH  CAROLINA 
CONFERENCE 

ALL-ADMINISTRATIVE  BOARD  CHURCHES 
-Ari  &  Slain.  J  (jlau  Co. 

Complete  Church  Window  Service 

1000  Tr>,.n  Ave. 
HIGH  POINT.  NORTH  CAROLINA  27260 
Phone  883-0516 


Albemarle  District 

Bethel.  F.R.  Loflin 

Morven,  Morven,  Foy  L.  Brooks 

New  London-Bethesda,  R.G.  Burrell 

Salem,  A.B.  Weaver 

Love's  Grove,  Stanfield  Chg.,  J.G.  Allred 

Mill  Grove,  Unionville  Chg.,  A.L.  Kesler 

Union  Grove,  A.L.  Kesler 

Zion,  A.L.  Kesler 

Asheville  District 

Piney  Mountain,  K.R.  Eller 

Gastonia  District 

First.  Dallas,  G.C.  Starr 

Mt.  Pleasant,  M.W.  Walton 

Palm  Tree,  M.E.  Seehorn 

Aldersgate.  Shelby,  E.D.  Page 

Greensboro  District 

Bessemer, Greensboro.  C.C.  Washam 

Summerfield,  D.P.  Stowe 

Center.  D.P.  Stowe 

High  Point  District 
Brower's  Chapel,  John  H.  Carper.  Jr. 
Calvary,  Asheboro,  J.C.  Daniels 
Marion  District 

Pi^gah.  Avery  Ore,  Donald  Freshour 
Pine  Grove,  Avery  Circ.  Donald  Freshour 
First,  Rutherfordton,  F.B.  Cook 

North  Wilkesboro  District 
Boonville,  D.L.  Parris 
Mitchell's  Chapel,  D.L.  Parris 
Salisbury  District 
Kerr  St.,  Concord,  J.T.  Frazier 

Statesville  District 

Shiloh  (Catawba)  C.R.  McKinney 

Tliomasville  District 

Mt.  Carmel-Greer's  Chapel.  John  F.  Cagle 
Trinity,  Lexington,  R.L.  Oakley 
Johnsontown.  Thomasviile.  Don  Sides 

\\Hns ton-Sale m  Forsyth  District 
Crews,  Winston-Salem,  H.A.  Barker 
Trinity.  Winston-Salem.  G.W.  Bumgainer 
Winston-Salem  Northeast  District 
Hayes  Chapel.  P.G.  Carter 
Oak  Grove,  P.G.  Carter 
St.  Stephen's,  P.G.  Carter 
Wither's  Chapel,  P.G.  Carter 
Central.  Mt.  Airy,  R.J.  Ralls 
First,  Reidsville,  D.B.  Alderman 

EVERY  FAMILY 

Tliomasville  District 
Mt.  Olivet,  C.L.  Sides 

Winston-Salem  Northeast  District 
Woodmont,  Reidsville,  P.D.  Hunter 
Whitakers  Chapel,  A.M.  Smith 
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Two 

Black 
Conferences 
Merge 

Two  of  the  last  four  racially  organized 
annual  conferences  in  the  United  Metho- 
dist Church  now  have  been  merged  with 
geographic  white  conferences.  However, 
later  last  month  the  two  white  conferences 
in  Mississippi  refused  to  consider  a  plan  of 
merger  with  the  two  black  conferences  in 
that  state,  adopting  instead  a  "resolution 
:>f  intent  to  merge." 

The  Southwest  Conference,  last  black 
inference  in  the  eight-state  South  Central 
jurisdiction,  was  eliminated  June  2  when 
[he  Conference  itself  voted  favorably  to 
jinite  its  54  churches  with  those  in  the 
Dklahoma,  Little  Rock  and  North  Arkan- 
as  white  conferences. 

The  decisive  vote  eliminating  one  black 
onference  in  the  Southeast  came  May  3 1 
yhen  the  Alabama-West  Florida  Confer- 
nce  voted  approval  of  a  plan  of  union 
kith  the  Central  Alabama  (black)  confer- 
nce. 

Delegates  to  the  white  North  Mississippi 
Conference  adopted  a  resolution  on  inten- 
ion  by  a  vote  of  371-25  instead  of  the 
roposed  merger  plan.  This  calls  for  special 
ailed  sessions  of  the  two  conferences  next 
lovember  to  approve  and  complete  details 
)intly  on  a  merger  plan.  Upper  Mississippi 
)lack)  two  weeks  ago  approved  the  pro- 
Dsed  merger  plan  by  a  vote  of  140-0. 

A  resolution  of  intention  was  adopted 
33-207  by  the  white  Mississippi  Confer- 
lce,  meeting  June  16.  The  plan  of  merger 
id  been  adopted  unanimously  earlier  this 
onth  by  the  black  Mississippi  Conference, 
je  other  partner  in  the  potential  merger. 

In  April,  the  General  Conference  or- 
red  that  all  conferences  set  up  on  a  racial 
sis  be  eliminated  by  July  1,  1973. 


Grifton 
Methodists 

w't  Build 

Construction  began  May  15  on  a  new 
church  building  for  the  Grifton  UM  Church 
in  Grifton.  The  structure  will  include  a 
sanctuary,  choir  room,  pastor's  study, 
church  office  and  two  nurseries. 

The  old  building  was  demolished  and 
moved  from  the  building  site  on  April  18. 

Kenneth  Talton  is  chairman  of  the 
building  program,  and  Rev.  J.E.  Sponen- 
berg  is  pastor. 


Notice  To 
WNCC 
Pastors 

There  seems  to  be  a  slight  confusion 
about  payments  for  minister's  portion  of 
Blue  Cross  premiums.  Each  charge  treas- 
urer is  to  send  S75.00  to  the  CONFER- 
ENCE treasurer,  P.O.  Box  1273,  Charlotte, 
N.C.  28201  during  the  "short"  fiscal  year 
from  June  1 -December  31,  1972.  Each 
charge  treasurer  is  to  send  $180.00  during 
fiscal  1973  (after  January  1,  1973)  to  the 
CONFERENCE  treasurer,  address  above. 
The  minister  pays  for  wife  and  dependent 
children  to  the  GROUP  treasurer,  G.G. 
Adams,  Jr.,  P.  O.  Box  6034,  Charlotte, 
N.C.  28207.  Family  quarterly  premium 
due  to  me  by  July  15,  1972  is  $62.90. 

G.G.  Adams,  Jr.,  Group  Treas. 
Group  No.  0-60-0333-000 
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CAROLINA  BRIEFS 


Jack  and  Barbara  Theis  will  be  back  in 
Korea  around  July  15.  Their  address  will 
be  the  Methodist  Mission,  International 
Post  Office,  Box  1 182,  Seoul,  Korea.  They 
will  be  traveling  in  the  United  States  until 
that  time  and  can  no  longer  be  reached  at 

their  address  in  Pittsburg,  Kansas. 

*  *  * 

Rev.  W.A.  Tew,  who  retired  at  the  re- 
cent session  of  the  N.C.  Conference,  writes 
that  his  new  address  is  1112  North  Gregson 
St.,  Durham  27701  (three  blocks  south  of 
Northgate  Shopping  Center,  just  off  1-85 
and  U.S.  70  bypass).  He  is  serving  Ellis 
Chapel  in  the  Durham  District. 

*  *  * 

Rev.  Ralph  L.  Fleming,  Jr.,  pastor  of 
Bethany  UM  Church,  Durham,  was  re- 
cently appointed  by  the  Durham  City 
Council  to  serve  as  a  member  of  the  Dur- 
ham Citizens  Advisory  Committee.  He  also 
was  elected  vice-chairman  of  the  com- 
mittee. 

*  *  * 

Funeral  services  for  Mrs.  Edna  Lance 
LaFountaine  of  Lake  Junaluska  who  died 
June  27  in  Duke  Hospital,  Durham,  were 
held  in  the  Presbyterian  Church  in  Waynes- 
ville,  June  30.  She  was  the  daughter  of  the 
late  Rev.  Hicks  E.  Lance.  Surviving  are  her 
husband,  Chester  E.  LaFountaine;  four 
children,  Chester,  Jr.,  of  Knoxville,  Tenn., 
Edward,  Helen  Ann  and  Lloyd;  mother, 
Mrs.  Helen  Earnhardt  Lance  of  Durham, 
and  two  sisters. 

*  *  * 

Mrs.  Ella  Hester  celebrated  on  June  25 
her  thirty-ninth  year  of  perfect  attendance 


at  church  school.  Mrs.  Hester,  a  life-long 
member  of  Edenton  Street  UM  Church  in 
Raleigh,  has  been  a  member  of  the  Alma  I 
Edgerton  Class  since  1920.  Rev.  James  E. 
Creech,  minister  of  education,  writes  that 
Mrs.  Hester  "has  maintained  an  outstand- 
ing record  of  service  and  attendance  not 
only  in  her  class,  but  at  all  other  activities 
of  the  church." 

*  *  * 

Dr.  Raymond  A.  Smith  of  Greensboro, , 
who  writes  the  Sunday  School  lessons  for  I 
the  N.C.  Christian  Advocate,  has  written 
the  July  14  devotional  for  the  July-August 
edition  of  The  Upper  Room. 

*  *  * 

Two  ministers  and  their  wives  have  been 
honored  recently  at  informal  receptions 
held  at  Whitakers'  Chapel,  Enfield.  On  May 
21  Rev.  and  Mrs.  J.  Edward  Morrison  were  j 
the  guests  of  honor  and  were  presented  a  n 
gift  of  money.  Mr.  Morrison,  pastor  of  the 
West  Halifax  Charge,  has  served  as  the 
"host  pastor"  at  Whitakers'  Chapel  since. 
1967.  Rev.  and  Mrs.  W.Alton  Tew  were  the 
honorees  at  a  reception  on  April  16.  A  gift  j 
of  silver  and  a  large  number  of  personal 
gifts  were  presented  to  the  couple.  Mr. 
Tew,  who  has  been  pastor  of  Enfield  UM 
Church  since  1970,  is  retiring  this  June 
after  thirty  nine  years  in  the  ministry.  The 
congregation  of  Whitakers'  Chapel  plans  tc 
place  a  bronze  plaque  in  the  sanctuary  ir 
appreciation  of  the  Rev.  Mr.  Morrison's  ser- 
vices from  1967  until  1972. 

*  *  * 

The  congregation  and  W.S.C.S.  o 
Wilkesboro  UM  church,  Wilkesboro,  held  < 
reception  June  20,  to  welcome  their  pas 
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tor,  Rev.  H.  Glen  Lanier  and  his  family 
[>ack  for  their  second  year  at  Wilkesboro. 
Hie  reception  also  was  in  honor  of  the  Sil- 
ver Wedding  Anniversary  of  Rev.  Mr.  and 
VIrs.  Lanier.  The  congregation  and  the 
iV.S.C.S.  gave  the  Laniers  gifts  in  silver,  as 
well  as  a  number  of  gifts  by  individuals. 


Jerusalem  Is  Scene  Of  World 
Ashram  Congress 

A  number  of  ministers  and  lay  persons 
rom  North  Carolina  attended  the  World 
Ashram  Congress  held  in  Jerusalem  June 
[5  to  29.  Dr.  E.  Stanley  Jones,  who 
;Ounded  the  United  Christian  Ashram 
Movement  some  forty  years  ago,  was  the 
jeynote  speaker.  Speaking  on  the  subject 
jThe  kingdom  of  God  is  within  you",  he 
lited  his  own  testing  time  as  he  struggles  to 
icover  from  a  paralyzing  stroke  which  he 
jffered  during  the  past  year. 

Dr.  Jones  was  critical  of  the  caliber  of 
pcial  gospel  practiced  in  many  churches, 
Arming  it  a  "body  without  a  soul,  a 
prpse".  He  was  equally  critical  of  that 
ype  of  personal  gospel  which  leaves  social 
pncerns  out  of  the  picture  and  likened  it 
I  "a  soul  without  a  body,  a  ghost."  "I  do 
pt  want  either",  he  said.  "I  want  a  totally 
few  person  in  Christ." 

)  Included  among  United  Methodists 
jom  North  Carolina  who  attended  the 
ongress  were  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Carl  B.  Harris, 
ev.  and  Mrs.  Ivan  A.  Stephens  and  their 
lughter,  Pamela  Sue,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Frank 
oforth,  Miss  Suzanne  Justice,  Rev.  and 
rs.  Benjamin  Killian,  Mrs.  Myrtice  Jones, 
rs.  Margaret  Russell,  and  Mrs.  Edith 
rooks. 

Rutherford  College  Alumni 
To  Meet 

Alumni  and  friends  of  Rutherford  Col- 
ge  are  to  hold  their  annual  homecoming 
i  Saturday,  August  19.  Registration  is  to 


Dr.  Ernest  Fitzgerald,  pastor  of  Centenary  UM 
Church  in  Winston-Salem,  will  be  the  evangelist 
for  the  Annual  Camp  Meeting  of  Bethlehem  UM 
Church,  Climax,  July  24-28.  Services  will  be  at  8 
p.m.  On  Sunday  morning,  July  23,  Rev.  Orion 
Hutchinson,  Greensboro  District  superintendent, 
will  preach.  Following  a  picnic  lunch  in  the 
church  hut,  Rev.  R.M.  Hardee,  church  pastor, 
will  speak  at  2  p.m.  and  that  evening,  Rev.  Lloyd 
Hunsucker,  pastor  of  College  Place  UM  Church, 
Greensboro,  will  be  the  preacher.  The  public  is 
invited  to  all  services. 


be  from  3  to  4:30  p.m.  at  Abernethy  Me- 
morial Church,  Rutherford  College,  N.C. 
The  alumni  service  and  business  meeting  is 
scheduled  to  begin  at  4:30  and  continue 
until  5:45.  A  picnic  meal  will  then  take 
place  in  the  fellowship  hall  of  the  church  at 
6  p.m. 

One  of  the  important  projects  of  the 
Rutherford  College  Alumni  Association  is 
the  raising  of  a  minimum  of  $60,000  as  a 
scholarship  fund  to  be  used  at  Brevard  Col- 
lege for  students  who  plan  to  go  into  full- 
time  Christian  service.  Zeb  B.  Malcolm  of 
Rutherford  College  is  the  current  president 
of  the  association. 


July    13,    1972  31 


THE  LIFE  THAT  COUNTS  FOR  GOD 


Every  man's  boyhood  memories  usually  include  recollections  of  countless  hours  spent! 
on  neighborhood  playgrounds.  There  we  could  be  found  year  round,  choosing  sides,  ano 
playing  football,  basketball,  or  baseball,  depending  on  which  sport  happened  to  be  iiiji 
season  at  the  time.  The  outcome  of  the  games  we  played  were  often  decided  before  the? 
were  ever  played  during  the  process  of  choosing  up  sides.  The  effort  was  always  made  t<  , 
have  evenly  balanced  teams,  but  this  seldom  took  place.  Invariably  one  team  always  wa/ij 
stuck  with  one  or  more  weaker  players.  These  were  usually  the  younger,  smaller,  anm 
uncoordinated  boys  who  were  chosen  simply  to  even  up  the  number  of  players  on  eacl 
team. 

During  and  especially  after  the  game  there  would  often  be  complaints  by  the  loser 
about  the  unfairness  of  the  game.  The  winners  would  reply,  "You  had  just  as  maiijl 
players  as  we  did!"  Someone  on  the  losing  side  would  then  protest,  "No  we  didn't!  W' 
had  him  (referring  to  a  weaker  player)  and  he  doesn't  count."  This  was  a  harsh  but  tru. 
evaluation  of  the  outcome  of  many  sand  lot  games  in  my  childhood. 

The  church  sometimes  appears  to  be  a  loser  in  the  sight  of  the  world  because  we  havn 
so  many  members  whose  lives  don't  count  in  the  life  and  ministry  of  the  church.  The  lifi 
that  counts  for  God  is  one  that  is  an  interested,  active  and  productive  member  of  thi 
church,  which  is,  in  a  sense,  God's  team  in  the  world.  We  each  must  do  our  part  in  place 
of  service  and  leadership  if  we  expect  the  church  to  be  a  winner. 

In  the  parable  of  the  three  servants  (Matthew  25),  Jesus  condemned  the  servant  wh 
didn't  count.  He  was  the  one  who  hid  his  master's  money  and  didn't  try  to  invest  an 
increase  it  for  his  lord.  This  parable  is  concerned  with  the  total  commitment  of  one's  lif 
to  the  furthering  of  God's  Kingdom.  Jesus  imparted  this  responsibility  to  the  chun 
when  he  went  to  the  Father.  Many  blessings  were  promised  to  those  who  would  1 5 
faithful  in  his  work. 

Now  is  a  good  time  for  each  of  us  to  decide  about  our  commitment  to  Christ  and  H  ; 
Church  for  the  new  church  year.  This  has  already  begun  for  many  members  through  th  i 
accepting  of  positions  of  responsibility,  making  pledges  to  next  year's  budget,  and  sup- 
porting the  church's  activities  and  programs.  As  Christians  we  have  already  been  chose  I 
to  be  on  God's  side  in  the  struggle  of  good  and  evil  in  this  life.  Let  it  not  be  said  of  yc  i 
and  me  that  our  lives  did  not  count  in  the  great  effort  of  the  Christian  Church  to  do  tr ' 
Will  of  God. 


The  Rev.  Mr.  Williams  is  associate  pastor  of  First  UM  Church,  Rocky  Mount. 
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Course  Of  Study  School  Booming 

Some  220  lay  ministers  are  currently  en- 1 
rolled  in  the  Course  of  Study  School  at  the 
Duke  University  Divinity  School.  That  is 
about  60  more  than  were  enrolled  last 
year,  according  to  Dr.  Paul  Mickey,  who  is 
directing  the  school  this  year  for  the  first 
time. 

Those  attending  the  school  this  summer 
are  pleasantly  aware  of  the  new  facilities 
into  which  the  Divinity  School  has  moved 
and  which  they  are  using.  Also,  they  are 
getting  acquainted  with  a  new  dean  of  the 
Duke  Divinity  School,  Dr.  Thomas  A 
Langford. 
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Calendar  of  Coming  Events 

MEETINGS  OF  WIDER  INTEREST 


Aug.    29-Sept.  1  Executive  Comm.,  World  Methodist  Council,  Bristol,  England 

7-  1 1  Organizational  Meeting,  Board  of  Missions,  New  York,  N.Y. 

8-  9  Organizational  Meeting,  General  Board  of  the  Laity,  Chicago,  111. 
12-14  Organizational  Meeting,  Program  Council,  Dayton,  Ohio 

18-  19  UMCOR  Fall  Meeting 

19-  20  Council  of  Bishops,  Cleveland,  Ohio 

19-22  District  Superintendents/Program  Directors  Consultation,  Cleveland-Sheraton, 
Cleveland.  Ohio 

28-Oct.3  Seminar  for  Prospective  Lab.  Leaders,  Birmingham,  Ala. 


LAKE  JUNALUSKA  ASSEMBLY 


27-  30  SEJ  Laymen's  Conference 

30-  Aug  4  SEJ  Ministers  Conference 

3-  6  Ashram 

4-  5  Assembly  Board  of  Trustees 
6-9  Senior  Citizens  Conference 

6-18  Learning  Center  and  Laboratory  School 

10-13  SEJ  Worship  Conference 

13-  18  Candler  Camp  Meeting  &  Evangelism  Conference 

14-  17  Church  Business  Managers 
18-20  WNC  Laymen's  Conference 

21-25  National  Leadership  Institute  for  Evangelism 

28-  31  Methodist  Bishops  Orientation 

31-  Sept.  5  Dept.  Field  Service  &  Finance-Board  of  Missions 


NORTH  CAROLINA  CONFERENCE 

30-  Aug.  5      Senior  High  Workshop,  N.C.  Wesleyan  College 

31  Raleigh  District  Council  on  Ministries,  Methodist  Bldg.,  9:30  a.m. 

8-1 1  Summer  R  and  R,  Week  Session,  Methodist  College,  Fayetteville 

11-1 3  Summer  R  and  R,  Weekend  Session,  Methodist  College,  Fayetteville 

28  Fayetteville  District  Council  on  Ministries,  9:30  a.m. 

29  Durham  District  Council  on  Ministries,  Aldersgate  Church,  Durham,  7:30  p.m. 
29  Elizabeth  City  District  Council  on  Ministries 

29  Goldsboro  District  Council  on  Ministries,  Wayne  Motel 

29  New  Bern  District  Council  on  Ministries,  5  p.m. 

30  Raleigh  District  Council  on  Ministries,  Methodist  Bldg.,  9:30  p.m. 

30  Rockingham  District  Council  on  Ministries 

31  Rocky  Mount  District  Council  on  Ministries 
31  Sanford  District  Council  on  Ministries,  10  a.m. 

31  Wilmington  District  Council  on  Ministries,  7:30  p.m. 

WESTERN  NORTH  CAROLINA  CONFERENCE 

28-30  Weekend  of  Christian  Mission,  Pfeiffer  College 

31-  Aug.  4      School  of  Christian  Mission,  Pfeiffer  College 

4  N.  Wilkesboro  District  Annual  Picnic  for  Ministers'  Families,  Elk  Shoals  Camps, 

10:30  a.m. 

6-1 1  Senior  High  Smoky  Mountains  Hike 

13-18  Young  Adult  Wilderness  Hike-Great  Smoky  Mountains  National  Park 

24-27  Family  Hike-Great  Smoky  Mtns.  National  Park 

1-4  Middle/Older  Adult  Hike,  Great  Smoky  Mtns.  National  Park 

5  North  Wilkesboro  District  Ministers' 

Mtg.,  First  Church,  North  Wilkesboro,  10:30  a.m. 
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Say? 


Earl  Kenneth  Wood 


What  do  you  say  to  the  pastor  of  a 
church  -  appointed  just  10  days  ago 
when  you're  standing  ankle-deep  in  mud  in 
the  chancel  of  his  church? 

What  do  you  say  to  the  president  of  a 
United  Methodist  School,  standing  on  the 
street  in  front  of  one  of  15  damaged  build- 
ings, looking  at  90  percent  of  his  library, 
soaked  and  useless? 

What  can  you  say  to  express  your 
feelings  to  a  pastor's  wife  as  she  points  to 
almost  all  of  the  treasured  possessions  of  a 
life-time,  piled  in  the  gutter  in  front  of  her 
flooded  parsonage? 

All  of  this,  and  so  much  more,  de- 
manded a  statement  from  a  visitor  repre- 
senting the  church  in  the  wake  of  the  flood 
in  Wilkes-Barre.  Pa.  To  each  I  said  one 
thing  —  "United  Methodists  across  the  U.S. 
share  in  your  loss!"  The  fact  of  my 
presence,  really  an  unofficial  representative 
of  our  denomination,  but  at  least  a  con- 
cerned outsider,  was  more  helpful  than  any 
word.  My  presence  said  to  each  person,  on 
behalf  of  the  church,  "We  have  not  for- 
gotten your  plight." 

To  most  that  I  talked  with  I  brought 
the  first  word  of  the  July  30th  Bishops' 
Appeal  for  a  National  Disaster  Fund.  A 
new  light  came  to  their  faces  at  the 
thought  of  not  having  to  go  it  alone  as  they 
attempted  to  rebuild.  I  was  visiting  the 
affected  churches  in  Wilkes-Barre  where  80 
to  90  percent  of  the  families  suffered 
severe  flood  damage.  This  church-wide 
offering  promised  these  lay  families  at  least 
two  things.  First,  if  their  personal  loss  pre- 
vents them  from  supporting  their  church 
budget  as  they  might  wish,  they  know  their 
pastor's  family  will  be  cared  for,  providing 
them  with  a  continued  ministry  at  a  time 
when  they  need  it  the  most.  The  fact  of 
the  offering  also  said  to  them  that  some 
help  would  be  available  to  put  their  church 
property  into  usable  condition. 
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The  people  called  United  Methodists  are 
quick  to  respond.   Some  churches  and 
annual  conferences  have  already  taken  an; 
offering  for  flood  victims  in  the  eight 
affected  states.  Others  waited,  knowing: 
such  a  disaster  would  bring  a  church-wide 
appeal.  For  those  who  have  already  taken 
an  offering  there  should  be  special  noter 
made  on  July  30,  for  some  may  not  have 
had  an  opportunity  to  participate.  Others 
may  have  given  with  the  thought  that  it  I 
was  going  to  just  one  geographical  area  andi 
would  want  to  share   additional  funds  > 
because  of  the  magnitude  of  the  floodd 
damage. 


A  group  of  volunteers  scrape  away  mud  am 
debris  from  the  front  door  of  the  Firwooc 
United  Methodist  Church,  Wilkes-Barre,  Pa.  Al 
of  the  church  equipment  and  furnishings  in  th 
basement  and  first  floor  were  destroyed  by  flooc 
waters  and  mud. 

i 


The  Rev.  Laurence  T.  Beers,  pastor  of  the  Fir- 
wood  United  Methodist  Church,  Wilkes-Barre, 
Pa.,  searches  through  the  pile  of  destroyed  per- 
sonal belongings  in  front  of  his  parsonage.  Every- 
thing in  the  Beer's  basement  and  first  floor  had 
to  be  discarded  because  of  water  damage  and 
possible  contamination. 

Besides  the  money  these  affected  areas 
were  given  in-person  help.  Individuals  and 
church  groups  came  by  car  and  busloads, 
with  shovels  and  mops,  to  begin  the  clean- 
up. Work  groups  from  Colorado  and  Iowa 
moved  into  South  Dakota  to  give  aid.  In 
Wilkes-Barre  flood  waters  from  the  Susque- 
hanna rose  8  to  10  feet,  damaging  the 
following  United  Methodist  Churches: 
Central,  First,  Derr,  Firwood,  and  Parish 
Street.  Extensive  damage  was  also  done  to 
Wyoming  Seminary,  a  prep  school  in 
Kingston,  Pa.  The  water  from  the  Susque- 
hanna crested  at  42  feet  above  normal, 
flooding  the  entire  business  district  of 
Wilkes-Barre  and  spilling  two  to  three  miles 
over  its  bank.  While  some  advance  warning 
was  given,  for  the  most  part  families  were 
unable  to  salvage  much  of  their  personal 
belongings.  In  Rapid  City,  S.D.,  the  warn- 
ing for  most  families  came  barely  in  time 
:o  allow  people  to  save  their  lives,  much 
ess  their  possessions.  The  loss  of  life  in 
South  Dakota  was  great,  but  the  advance 
varnings  kept  the  numbers  to  a  minimum 
n  Pennsylvania. 

The  big  question  is  —  "What  will  you 
ay  to  these  people?"  It  is  true  that  state 
ind  federal  funds  are  available  and  that 
olunteer  agencies  are  on  hand  to  help. 
Jut,  such  help  is  often  temporary,  and 
oes  not  rebuild  church  buildings  or  pro- 
rams.  Your  gift  to  the  National  Disaster 


Fund,  administered  by  the  United  Metho- 
dist Committee  on  Relief  and  the  bishop  in 
the  affected  area,  will  be  your  answer.  It 
will  echo  the  answer  that  I  gave  -  "We 
share  in  your  loss." 
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EDUCATIONAL  FURNITURE 

DIXIE  EQUIPMENT  COMPANY,  INC. 

418  N.  Greensboro  St. 
Liberty,  N.  C.  27298 
Phone:  919-622-2204 


CHURCH  FURNITURE 


Pews 
Pulpits 
Altars 
Fonts 
Screens 
Lecterns 
Reading  Stands 
Offering  Plates 
Chairs 

Tables  catalog 

REQUEST 

CARRIKER  CHURCH 
FURNITURE  CO. 
Box  220,  Monroe,  N.  C.  281 10 

MEMBER  CHURCH  FURNITURE 
MANUFACTURERS  ASSOCIATION 


SOUTHEASTERN  EQUIPMENT  CO. 


Chain  and  tables  in  com- 
plete range  of  sizes  for  every 
Church  need.  Steel  and  wood 
folding  chairs,  folding  ban- 
quet tables,  speakers'  stands. 
Also  office  desks  and 
chairs.  Write  for  infor- 
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ABOUT  BISHOPS  AND  OTHERS 


The  United  Methodist  Church  has  just 
gone  through  the  process  of  electing 
nineteen  new  bishops  in  simultaneous 
meetings  of  its  five  jurisdictions.  Six  of  the 
nineteen  were  elected  by  the  Southeastern 
Jurisdiction  to  fill  vacancies  left  by 
upcoming  retirements. 

This  editor  can  be  excused  for 
manifesting  understandable  pride  in  the 
fact  that  one  of  the  six  was  a  brother  of 
his.  He  remembers  that  just  one  hundred 
years  ago  our  grandfather,  Dr.  J.  Lemacks 
Stokes,  entered  the  itinerant  ministry  of 
the  old  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  South 
in  his  native  South  Carolina;  and  that  from 
that  time  to  the  present,  through  three 
generations  the  family  has  maintained  a 
continuous  line  of  ministry  in  the 
Methodist  Church  —  going  on  now  into  the 
fourth  generation. 

All  of  this  is,  perhaps,  more  unique  than 
meritorious.  But  an  awareness  of  this  set  of 
circumstances  was  in  my  mind  as  I  shared 
in  the  service  for  the  consecration  of  Mack 
B.  Stokes  as  a  bishop  on  Sunday  night, 
July  16  at  Lake  Junaluska.  I  felt  that  in  an 
authentic  sense,  as  my  brother  and  I  placed 
our  hands  upon  the  head  of  this  other 
brother,  it  was  also  the  hand  of  that 
grandfather  preacher  and  the  hand  of  that 
missionary  father  —  we  being  a  part  of 
their  flesh  and  blood  in  a  physical  as  well 
as  in  a  spiritual  sense. 

Moving  back  to  generalities,  I  would 
make  several  further  observations.  One  is 
that  all  bishops  I  have  known  across  the 
years  have  been  worthy  of  the  high  office 
to  which  they  have  been  selected.  They 
differ  greatly  from  one  another  in 
numerous  ways,  but  they  all  bear  marks  of 
God's  grace,  of  special  talents,  and  often  of 
greatness. 

But,  it  must  be  added  that  they  are  not 
uniquely  different  from  many  others. 
Methodist  elections  to  the  episcopacy  have 
always  left  many  who  received  substantial 
support,  but  who  ultimately  lost  out. 
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Often  these  "also  rans"  were  men  of  giant 
stature,  who  failed  of  election  as  a  result  of 
circumstances  unrelated  to  their  merits  or 
qualifications.  Some  of  them  would  have 
become  great  bishops. 

As  the  United  Methodist  Church  elected 
its  nineteen  new  bishops  —  all  worthy  and 
able  men  —  it  failed  to  elect  perhaps  half  a 
hundred  others  who  might  have  been 
elected  under  a  different  set  of 
circumstances.  We  could  name  some  in  the 
Carolinas  who  surely  fall  into  this  category. 

These  others  merit  our  praise  and 
appreciation.  Some  of  them  may  be  in  the 
picture  for  election  later;  others  may  not 
be.  But  all  of  them  are  men  to  whom  the 
United  Methodist  Church  owes  a  great 
deal.  They  will  continue  to  serve  the 
Church  and  its  Master  with  distinction.  The 
goodness  of  their  hearts  and  the  greatness 
of  their  spirits  is  often  manifested  in  their 
responses  to  adverse  circumstances. 

The  words  of  Dr.  Ed  Kimbrough,  pastor 
of  First  Church,  Birmingham  typify  well 
the  spirit  of  these  men.  In  asking  that 
delegates  not  cast  any  further  ballots  for 
him,  he  said:  "Three  years  ago  on  a 
Sunday,  July  13,  I  suffered  a  massive 
coronary.  I  was  spared  as  a  special  act  of 
grace.  I  spent  thirty-one  days  in  a  Baptist 
Hospital  in  Birmingham.  I  spent  another 
month  in  the  Trinity  Church  parsonage  in 
that  city.  Then  Gladys  and  I  spent  two 
wonderful  months,  the  two  most 
wonderful  months  of  our  life  together, 
here  at  our  little  house  across  the  Lake.  It 
was  worth  a  coronary,  I  tell  you.  That 
healing,  I  say,  was  a  special  act  of  grace. 

Would  you  grant  me  this  special  privilege 
since  this  is  a  third  anniversary.  I  sat  down 
and  in  a  few  minutes  wrote  these  words 
one  day  up  here  (at  Lake  Junaluska): 
As  long  ago  He  stood  beside  the  sea 
And  summoned  men  to  rise  and  follow 

Him, 

So  even  yet  He  comes  to  set  men  free; 
To  mend  the  broken  spirit  now  as  then. 


Our  wounds,  invisible  to  human  eyes, 
Are  seen  by  Him  who  marks  the  sparrow's 
fall. 

Our  life  is  full  of  marvel  and  surprise 
Because  of  Him  who  loves  and  seeks  us  all. 

You  healed  my  heart,  Lord,  my  wounded 

heart,  Lord. 
You  revived  my  soul,  my  weary  soul 
Beside  a  lake,  Lord,  a  sky-blue  lake,  Lord. 
You  gently  touched  my  heart  and  made  me 

whole . 

I  thank  you  now,  Lord;  0  hear  my  vow, 
Lord: 

To  love  and  serve  you  humbly  day  by  day. 
0  light  my  mind,  Lord;  my  future  find, 
Lord. 

Welcome  to  my  heart,  come  in  to  stay. 

Then  Dr.  Kimbrough  added:  "He  has 
helped  me  today  to  find  my  future.  I  have 
experienced  the  mysterious  inward  peace 
today  which  surpasses  anything  I  have  ever 
known.  For  by  a  special  act  of  grace  I  shall 
soon  be  returning  to  one  of  the  most 
wonderful  churches  in  American 
Methodism  ...  I  am  grateful  to  all  within 
our  delegation  and  outside  who  have  voted 
for  me.  I  gratefully  but  firmly  request  that 
no  additional  ballots  be  cast.  And  let  me 
say  this:  I  am  convinced  that  I  am  the  most 
fortunate  person  in  Stuart  Auditorium  to- 
night!" 

He  could  be  right!  For  what  a  person  is 
is  much  more  important  than  what  he  gets. 

A  Call  For  Help 

June  was  a  month  of  havoc  in  the 
United  States.  Heavy  rains  caused  flood- 
ing in  at  least  eight  states,  creating  well 
over  a  billion  dollars  in  property  loss  and 
taking  more  than  300  lives.  While  the  totals 
i  are  incomplete,  it  is  estimated  that  more 
j  than  150  United  Methodist  Churches,  50 
parsonages,  one  camp,  one  educational 
institution  and  an  episcopal  residence  were 
damaged. 

The  Council  of  Bishops  and  the  Council 
on  Finance  and  Administration  have  set  a 
church-wide  appeal  for  the  flood  victims.  A 
special  offering  is  called  for,  to  be  taken 


Sunday  July  30.  As  indicated  in  a  news 
item  on  page  15  of  this  issue,  the  offering 
in  the  Western  North  Carolina  Conference 
is  to  be  taken  on  August  1 3  rather  than  on 
July  30. 

Those  who  are  fortunate  enough  to 
escape  the  ravages  of  disaster,  whether  they 
be  natural  or  man-made,  should  be  ever- 
lastingly grateful  for  their  good  fortune. 
However,  genuine  gratitude  should  express 
itself  in  more  than  thoughts  and  words. 
Good  deeds  should  also  follow;  else  the 
gratitude  is  but  shallow  indeed.  In  this 
case,  the  "good  deeds"  should  be  expressed 
in  giving  generously  when  the  call  is  made 
through  your  church  -  be  it  on  July  30  or 
on  August  13. 

As  One  Stays,  One  Goes 

North  Carolina  United  Methodism  got 
one  bishop  back  and  lost  one.  We  are 
happy  over  the  return  for  his  third  quad- 
rennium  of  Bishop  Earl  G.  Hunt,  Jr.  to  the 
Charlotte  area.  In  eight  years  he  has  given 
the  kind  of  leadership  which  has  kept  the 
WNC  conference  in  or  near  the  lead  among 
the  conferences  of  United  Methodism.  We 
feel  sure  that  the  next  four  years  will  be 
good  ones  for  the  conference  with  him  as 
episcopal  leader.  He  deserves  and  should 
get  the  cooperation  and  support  of  all  who 
are  involved  in  the  Kingdom  business  in  the 
WNC  conference. 

The  loss  of  Bishop  William  R.  Cannon 
from  the  Raleigh  area  can  only  be  viewed 
with  regret  by  a  host  of  people  in  eastern 
North  Carolina  who  have  come  to  love  and 
respect  him  greatly.  However,  the  Church 
needed  an  able  episcopal  leader  in  the 
Atlanta  area,  and  Bishop  Cannon  was  the 
choice  of  the  Committee  on  Episcopacy  to 
fill  that  vacancy.  We  can,  therefore,  only 
bid  him  godspeed  as  he  departs  from  our 
midst,  and  wish  him  good  success  and  fresh 
achievement  as  he  returns  to  old  stamping 
grounds  in  a  new  role. 

At  the  same  time  we  predict  for  Bishop 
Robert  M.  Blackburn  and  his  family  a 
(Continued  on  page  31) 
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25  BALLOTS  NEEDED 

SEJ  Delegates  Elect  Six  Bishops 


LAKE  JUNALUSKA,  N.C.  (UMI)  -  Six 
newly-elected  bishops  of  the  United  Meth- 
odist Church  were  consecrated  here  July 
16  as  the  Southeastern  Jurisdictional 
Conference  of  the  denomination  closed  a 
six-day  session. 

Hearing  the  traditional  prayer  that  "the 
Lord  (will)  pour  upon  (them)  the  Holy 
Spirit  for  the  office  and  work  of  a  bishop" 
were  the  Revs.  Carl  J.  Sanders,  Joel  D. 
McDavid,  Mack  B.  Stokes,  Edward  L. 
Tullis,  Frank  L.  Robertson  and  Robert  M. 
Blackburn. 

The  six  had  been  elected  during  the 
course  of  25  ballots  by  the  542  delegates 
representing  more  than  3,000,000  United 
Methodists  in  Virginia,  Tennessee,  Ken- 
tucky, North  Carolina,  South  Carolina, 
Georgia,  Alabama,  Mississippi  and  Florida. 

Dr.  Sanders,  60,  pastor  of  the  Arlington 
(Va.)  United  Methodist  Church,  became 
the  first  man  ever  elected  on  the  first  ballot 
in  the  Southeastern  Jurisdiction  when  he 
received  372  votes  with  321  needed.  The 
newly-elected  episcopal  leader  had  been 
the  runner-up  four  years  ago  when  Bishop 
William  R.  Cannon  was  named  on  the  24th 
ballot. 

Named  on  the  second  ballot  this  year 
with  338  votes  wasDr. McDavid,  56,  pastor 
of  Dauphin  Way  United  Methodist  Church 
in  Mobile,  Ala.,  since  1966. 

After  three  ballots  in  which  he  had  been 
within  six  to  nine  votes  of  election,  Dr. 
Stokes,  60,  received  341  votes  on  the  sixth. 
Since  1955,  he  has  been  associate  dean  and 
professor  of  systematic  theology  at  Emory 
University's  Candler  School  of  Theology  in 
Atlanta,  Ga. 

It  was  eight  ballots  before  the  fourth  of 
the  six  bishops  to  be  named  here  was 
escorted  to  the  platform.  On  the  14th,  Dr. 
Tullis,  55,  pastor  of  First  United  Methodist 
Church  in  Ashland,  Ky.,  since  1961, 
became  the  first  bishop  ever  elected  from 
the  Kentucky  Annual  Conference  when  he 
received  342  votes. 


Another  seven  ballots  were  needed 
before  Dr.  Robertson.  55,  pastor  of  First 
United  Methodist  Church  in  Valdosta,  Ga., 
received  325  votes  on  the  21st  ballot. 

Voting  continued  into  the  evening  of 
July  14  and  on  the  24th  ballot,  Dr.  Black- 
burn, 52,  pastor  of  First  United  Methodist 
Church  in  Orlando,  Fla.,  was  two  votes 
short  of  completing  the  elections  here  and 
in  the  denomination  across  the  nation.  At 
this  point,  the  other  contenders  —  the  Rev. 
R.  Wright  Spears  of  Columbia,  S.C.,  and 
the  Rev.  Major  J.  Jones  of  Atlanta  —  with- 
drew clearing  the  way  for  Dr.  Blackburn's 
election  on  the  25th  ballot  with  467  votes. 

The  25  ballots  set  a  record  for  epis- 
copal voting  in  the  Southeastern  Jurisdic- 
tion. 

Underlying  the  election  process  was  the 
question  of  whether  a  black  person  would 
be  named  to  the  episcopacy  for  the  first 
time  in  the  jurisdiction.  One  black  bishop 
—  L.  Scott  Allen  —  now  serves  in  the 
Southeast,  but  he  was  elected  by  the 
former  Central  Jurisdiction  before  it  was 
eliminated  in  1968  when  the  Methodist 
and  Evangelical  United  Brethren  Churches 
were  joined  to  form  the  present  denomi- 
nation. 

Just  prior  to  the  taking  of  the  first 
ballot  on  July  11,  the  jurisdiction's  black 
caucus  presented  the  delegates  a  paper 
asking  that  at  least  one  person  of  their  race 
be  chosen. 

"The  black  caucus  wants  to  see  our 
affirmation  of  faith  in  Christ's  inclusive 
church,"  the  Rev.  Joseph  B.  Bethea  of  Dur- 
ham, N.C,  told  the  delegates.  There  were 
about  50  blacks  among  the  delegates,  some 
30  of  them  elected  by  merged  black  and 
white  conferences. 

As  the  balloting  continued,  Dr.  Jones, 
president  of  Gammon  Theological  Semi- 
nary, was  the  leading  black  vote-getter, 
reaching  a  peak  of  139  votes  on  the  ninth 
ballot.  The  Rev.  Earnest  A.  Smith,  a  staff 
member  of  the  church's  general  Board  of 
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Christian  Social  Concerns  and  a  native  of 
Georgia,  reached  a  top  of  93  votes  on  the 
21st  ballot. 

Other  blacks  receiving  votes  included 
the  Rev.  Oswald  P.  Bronson,  president  of 
Interdenominational  Theological  Center  in 
Atlanta,  the  Rev.  Warren  M.  Jenkins,  a 
staff  member  of  the  Program  Council's 
Division  of  Interpretation  from  South 
Carolina,  and  the  Rev.  James  C.  Peters,  a 
district  superintendent  from  Winston- 
Salem,  N.C.,  who  headed  the  Western 
North  Carolina  Conference  delegation. 

As  the  balloting  continued  and  it 
became  evident  that  a  black  was  not  likely 
to  be  elected,  several  speakers  —  both  black 
and  white  —  took  the  floor  to  press  the 
question.  The  first  of  these  was  the  Rev. 
H.H.  Green  of  Lexington,  Ky. 

Prior  to  the  19th  ballot,  the  Rev.  James 
M.  Lawson  of  Memphis,  Tenn.,  a  nation- 
ally-known black  leader,  told  the  delegates 
that  the  "blacks  are  still  supporting  the 
idea  that  (election  of  a  black)  would  be  a 
symbol  of  brotherhood  and  advance  the 
Kingdom." 

The  Rev.  Robert  T.  Young,  a  white 
member  of  the  Western  North  Carolina 
Conference  and  assistant  dean  at  the  Duke 
University  Divinity  School,  said  that 
"many  of  us  who  are  white  affirm  our 
concern  for  election  of  a  black  to  the  epis- 
copacy." Dr.  Young  also  suggested  that  the 
"theological  concept  of  an  inclusive  church 
may  be  at  stake." 

Mr.  Lawson  asked  all  the  delegates  who 
supported  the  concept  of  electing  a  black 
bishop  to  stand  during  the  traditional  pre- 
ballot  prayer  and  about  150  did  so,  along 
\    with  another  75  to  100  visitors. 

Votes  for  black  contenders  hit  one  of 
two  peaks  on  the  subsequent  ballot  when 
Dr.  Jones  and  Dr.  Smith  received  a  com- 
bined total  of  170  votes,  but  their  strength 
declined  on  subsequent  ballots. 

After  the  21st  ballot,  Richard  C.  Erwin, 
a  black  attorney  from  Winston-Salem,  said 
,  that  some  of  the  blacks  had  come  with  the 
^  understanding  that  they  would  "have  the 
I  privilege  of  electing  a  man  of  color."  He. 
also  declared  that  some  blacks  were  ready 


to  walk  out  of  the  conference,  but  others 
had  counseled:  "Let's  try  it  one  more 
time." 

The  Rev.  Allan  H.L.  Randolph,  a  black 
pastor  from  Louisville,  Ky.,  was  among 
others  who  spoke  at  this  juncture  and  he 
urged  support  for  a  specific  contender  - 
Dr.  Jones. 

When  the  voting  had  been  completed, 
Mr.  Peters  summarized  the  conference  for 
one  reporter  as  "a  very  unfortunate  situa- 
tion." 

"Even  the  majority  of  whites  feel 
something  should  be  done  and  must  be 
done,"  he  said,  "but  they  struggle  to  know 
how  to  do  it  and  in  their  struggle  they  tend 
to  exasperate  the  patience  of  blacks." 

The  Southeastern  Jurisdiction  is  now 
one  of  two  that  has  not  elected  a  person 
from  a  minority  to  the  episcopacy,  the 
other  being  the  North  Central:  The  North- 
eastern Jurisdiction,  with  elections  this 
year,  has  named  two  blacks  and  the 
Western  Jurisdiction  this  year  chose  for  the 
(Continued  on  page  31) 


ASSIGNMENT  OF  BISHOPS 
IN  SOUTHEASTERN  JURISDICTION 
1972-76 

Atlanta  Area  -  Bishop  William  R. 
Cannon 

Birmingham  Area  —  Bishop  Carl  J. 
Sanders 

Charlotte  Area  -  Bishop  Earl  G.  Hunt, 
Jr. 

Columbia  Area   -   Bishop  Edward 
Tullis 

Florida  Area  —  Bishop  Joel  McDavid 
Holston  Area  —  Bishop  L.  Scott  Allen 
Jackson  Area   —   Bishop  Mack  B. 
Stokes 

Louisville  Area  —  Bishop  Frank  L. 

Robertson 
Nashville  Area  -   Bishop  H.  Ellis 

Finger 

Raleigh  Area  -    Bishop  Robert  M. 

Blackburn 
Richmond  Area  -  Bishop  W.  Kenneth 

Goodson 
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Glimpses  Of 
SEJ  Conference 


1.  As  Dr.  Robert  M.  Black- 
burn was  consecrated  a 
bishop. 

2.  Mrs.  Thomas  Green 
(Jurisdictional  president  of 
United  Methodist  Women) 
addresses  the  conference. 

3.  Bishop  Arthur  Moore 
preaching. 

4.  Mrs.  Harold  Mann 
receiving  compliments  and  a 
gift  for  her  leadership  of 
the  NC  Conference  delega- 
tion. 

5.  A  bishop  since  1948, 
Roy  H.  Short  was  one 
among  six  who  retired. 

6.  Reception  at  Lambuth 
Inn  for  bishops  and  their 
wives. 

7.  Bishops  were  seen  and 
not  heard,  except  when  pre- 
siding or  on  special  invita- 
tion. 

8.  Youth  delegates  being 
recognized  by  Bishop  W.R. 
Cannon. 

9.  Higher  education  was 
well  represented  by  these 
and  others. 

10.  Three  who  did  much  of 
the  planning  for  the  confer- 
ence: 1.  to  r.  Hugh  Massie, 
Bishop  Hunt,  Jud  Ready. 

11.  Dr.  Charles  D.  White, 
newly  elected  secretary, 
making  annoucements. 


WNCC  Honor  Hunts     New  NCC  Bishop 


Bishop  Hunt  drinks  peanut  butter  milkshake  at 
dinner  honoring  him  and  Mrs.  Hunt  (left,  seated 
beside  the  bishop). 

"This  is  the  nicest  thing  that  has  hap- 
pened to  us  in  the  years  we've  been  here," 
Bishop  Earl  G.  Hunt,  Jr.,  told  Western 
North  Carolina  Conference  delegates  as 
they  honored  him,  his  wife,  Mary  Ann,  and 
Steve  July  12  with  a  dinner  at  Lambuth 
Inn. 

For  an  enjoyable  90  minutes  the  dele- 
gates, and  their  spouses,  supped  with  the 
episcopal  family,  then  poked  friendly  fun 
with  cartoons  and  narration  depicting 
humorous,  embarrassing,  trying  and  tender 
moments  in  the  28-year  ministry  of  the 
Hunts. 

Everyone  ate  cornish  hen-except  the 
bishop,  who  somehow  got  to  be  a  Meth- 
odist preacher  without  liking  chicken. 
They  gave  him  a  chopped  steak.  And  later 
in  the  program  they  brought  him  his  fav- 
orite beverage  —  after  teasing  him  about  it 
—  a  peanutbutter  milkshake. 

The  delegates  also  gave  Bishop  Hunt  an 
album  of  their  autographs  -  he  is  an  auto- 
graph collector;  and  gave  sports  fan  Mary 
Ann  the  latest  copy  of  the  magazine, 
"Sports  Illustrated". 

The  Hunts  have  served  the  Charlotte 
Area  and  its  281,000  members  for  eight 
years  and  have  been  reappointed  for 
another  four  years.  The  Annual  Confer- 
ence, the  Jurisdictional  delegation  and 
eight  other  Conference  groups  asked  for 
the  return  of  Bishop  Hunt  for  the  1972-76 
quadrennium. 


Bishop  and  Mrs.  Robert  M.  Blackburn  with  their 
three  children,  from  left,  Frances,  Mrs.  Jeanne 
Marie  Cox  and  Robert,  Jr. 


The  new  bishop  assigned  to  the  North 
Carolina  Annual  Conference  by  the  South- 
eastern Jurisdictional  Conference  is  a  long- 
time Florida  pastor.  He  is  Dr.  Robert  M. 
Blackburn,  53,  who  at  the  time  of  his  elec- 
tion to  the  episcopacy  was  pastor  of  the 
First  United  Methodist  Church  in  Orlando, 
Fla. 

He  replaces  Bishop  William  R.  Cannon, 
episcopal  head  of  the  Raleigh  Area  since 
1968,  who  is  going  to  the  Atlanta  Area. 

Dr.  Blackburn  was  born  in  Bartow,  Fla.. 
the  son  of  Rev.  and  Mrs.  C.  Fred  Black- 
burn. His  late  father  came  to  the  United 
States  from  England  at  age  18  and  was  i 
prominent  minister  in  the  Florida  Confer 
ence.  In  addition  to  Bishop  Blackburn,  twc 
other  of  his  sons  were  ministers  in  Florid? 
—  the  late  Rev.  Ben  Blackburn  and  th< 
Rev.  Dr.  Henry  W.  Blackburn,  now  retired 
but  who  is  a  part-time  staff  member  of  tl 
Florida  Conference  Program  Council. 

Bishop  Blackburn  was  married  in  194 
to  Mary  Jeanne  Everett  of  Atlanta,  Gi 
They  have  three  children,  Mrs.  Jeann  i 
Marie   Cox,  24;  Robert,  Jr.,  21,  an  I 
Frances,  13. 

He  has  a  B.A.  degree  from  Florid  i 
Southern  College,  a  B.D.  degree  fro)  i 
Candler  School  of  Theology,  Emory  Un 
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Called  'Good 

Listener' 

versity,  and  was  granted  an  honorary  Doc- 
tor of  Divinity  degree  in  1961  from  La- 
Grange  College,  LaGrange,  Ga. 

Received  into  the  Florida  Conference  in 
1943,  Bishop  Blackburn  served  18  months 
as  a  chaplain  in  the  European  Theatre,  with 
the  16th  Armored  Division,  during  World 
War  II. 

Recent  pastorates  he  has  served  are 
Trinity,  Deland,  1953-60;  First,  Jackson- 
ville, 1960-68,  and  First,  Orlando,  from 
1968  to  the  present. 

He  has  been  a  delegate  to  the  1964 
(reserve),  1968,  1970  and  1972  General 
Conference  and  to  the  last  three  jurisdic- 
tional conferences. 

On  the  national  church  level,  the  newly- 
jelected  bishop  is  a  member  of  the  General 
{Program  Council  and  the  Committee  on 
Review.  He  is  a  member  of  the  South- 
eastern Jurisdictional  Council  and  on  the 
boards  of  Florida  Southern  College, 
Florida  Methodist  Children's  Home,  and 
the  Florida  Conference  Foundation.  He  is 
chairman  of  the  Florida  Conference  Board 

f| f  Health  and  Welfare  Ministries. 
O.B.  Fanning,  director  of  Florida  Meth- 
)dist  Information,  offers  this  personal 
nsight  into  the  bishop's  personality. 
"Bishop  Blackburn  is  warm,  gracious, 
'  'riodest  to  a  fault,  and  a  man  of  deep 
piritual  qualities.  He  is  a  good  preacher 
'  jnd  a  most  able  administrator.  I  predict 
J  hat  both  the  clergy  and  laity  of  the 
1  laleigh  Area  will  always  find  him  to  be 
ully  accessible  and  a  good  listener.  I  also 
s!  jredict  that  he  will  never  become  a  pom- 
*  pus  bishop." 

Participants  in   Bishop  Blackburn's 
^  pnsecration  were  Bishop  Roy  H.  Short, 
)  ishop  James  W.   Henley   and  Bishop 
dward  J.  Pendergrass,  all  of  whom  retired 
the  Conference,  and  two  elders  -  the 
ev.  Dr.  Henry  W.  Blackburn  of  Lakeland, 
o!l  la.,  his  brother,  and  the   Rev.  Gene 
1(1  mmerman  of  Orlando,  Fla. 


AN  AMAZING  PICTURE 
MADE  OF  WORDS 


The  picture  upon  close  inspection  shows  that 
it  is  not  a  drawing,  but  is  made  completely  of 
words,  hand  lettered  taken  from  the  Bible. 
(The  Gospel  according  to  St.  Matthew). 

Yes;  you  can  actually  read  it! !  I 

The  picture,  made  of  over  35,000  words  is 
reproduced  on  natural  parchment,  suitable  for 
framing      16"  X  20".  Makes  a  most  wonderful 
desirable  gift. 

Order  several  now  -  for  your  year  round 
gift  giving. 


CTlui  Cjnierprises 
P.O.  Box  3282  -  Norland  Branch 
Miami,  Florida    33169  Fla. 

Satisfaction  guaranteed  or  your  money  back 
within  10  days. 

Please  send  me  pictures.  @  $3.98  and 

35$  for  mailing  and  postage  or  3  for  $10.00 

and  50  cents  for  handling.  I  enclosed  $  

in  check  or  money  order. 

Name — — —  —  

Address  —  

City  State  Zip—  
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Duke  Student 
To  Edinburgh 


The  Rev.  Charles  M.  Turner.  Jr.,  Duke 
Divinity  School  student,  has  been  selected 
for  a  year  of  study  at  the  University  of 
Edinburgh.  Scotland.  He  and  Mrs.  Turner 
plan  to  leave  early  in  September. 

Turner,  a  native  of  Reidsville,  where  his 
family  belongs  to  Woodmont  United  Meth- 
odist Church,  is  a  member  of  the  Western 
North  Carolina  Conference.  He  has  just 
completed  his  middle  year  at  the  Duke 
Divinity  School,  where  for  two  years  he 
has  been  president  of  his  class,  chairman  of 
the  New  Student  Contact  Program,  and  a 
member  of  the  Student  Council. 

He  earned  his  A.B.  degree  at  Pfeiffer 
College,  and  prior  to  that  served  for  eight 
years  in  the  U.S.  Air  Force,  including  a 
year  in  Korea  and  in  Vietnam.  He  was 
awarded  a  Dickson  Foundation  Scholarship 
(valued  at  $4,500  per  year)  to  attend  the 
Duke  Divinity  School. 


WANTED:  Associate  minister,  part-time 
with  responsibility  for  youth  and  young 
adult  ministry. 

Write  your  qualifications  and  experience 
to:  Minister,  304  East  Trinity  Avenue, 
Durham,  N.C.  27701.  
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Herman  F.  Duncar 
Taken  By  Death 


The  Rev.  Herman  F.  Duncan  died  c 
Thursday,  July  20,  after  having  suffered 
stroke  a  week  before.  The  attack  was  of 
critical  nature,  and  from  the  first  there  w 
little  hope  for  his  recovery.  He  was  "1 
years  of  age. 

A  graduate  of  Wofford  College  and  1 1 
Candler  School  of  Theology,  Emory  U 
versity,  Duncan  held  many  promine 
pastorates  and  other  positions  during  t 
45  years  of  his  active  ministry  in  1 
Western  North  Carolina  Conference, 
was  a  native  of  South  Carolina  and  the  $ : 
of  a  Methodist  minister  in  that  state. 

Duncan  was  twice  a  district  super 
tendent,  having  been  on  the  Greensb" 
District  1949  to  1955,  and  on  the  Nc  ! 
Wilkesboro  District  from  1961  until  I 
retirement  in  1964.  Among  his  paston| 
were  First  Church,  Elkin;  First  Chunk 
Asheboro;  Central,  Concord;  and  Fit 
Church,  Lenoir. 

He  also  rendered  able  service  on  sev  fl 
boards  and  agencies  in  the  confere  j, 
including  the  Board  of  Missions.  A  jr 
retirement,  he  and  his  wife,  made  nr 
home  at  Lake  Junaluska,  where  he  5  s 
appointed  as  dean  of  the  Memorial  Ch;  p- 


Funeral  services  were  conducted  from 
the  Memorial  Chapel  at  1 1  a.m.  on  last  Sat- 
urday. Surviving  relatives  include  his 
widow,  Mrs.  Rubye  Smith  Duncan;  a  son, 
Parker  Duncan  of  Livonia,  Mich.;  a  daugh- 
ter, Mrs.  Allen  (Susan)  Eure  of  Birming- 
ham, Ala.;  and  one  sister,  Mrs.  James  Olin 
Home  of  St.  George,  S.C.  The  family  has 
announced  that  memorial  contributions 
may  be  made  to  Lake  Junaluska  Assembly. 

Directory  Mailed 

The  Directory  containing  the  names  and 
addresses  of  ministers  of  the  North  Caro- 
lina Conference  is  now  out,  according  to 
announcement  by  Dr.  Kimsey  King,  Con- 
ference secretary.  Besides  giving  the 
addresses  of  ministers  and  widows  of  minis- 
ters, the  36-page  booklet  also  lists  tele- 
phone numbers  of  the  pastors. 

This  material,  which  has  been  revised  to 
July  8,  will  be  included  in  the  Conference 
Journal,  Dr.  King  said,  but  is  being  mailed 
out  now  as  a  separate  "Interim  Directory" 
for  the  convenience  of  ministers  and  other 
1 1  church  officials. 

Lliitu 

i  Call  For  Prayer 
For  Peace,  Flood 
J    Relief  Issued 

m 

till  Bishop  Earl  G.  Hunt,  Jr.,  has  issued 
OIil|  two-fold  call  to  all  congregations  in 
lul  he  Western  N.C.  Conference.  Sunday, 
fjjuigust  13,  has  been  designated  by  the 
jishop  as  a  day  of  special  prayer  for 
sflhe  conclusion  of  the  war  in  Southeast  Asia 
,;  nd  as  the  day  on  which  a  special  offering 
,  l  'ill  be  taken  to  aid  victims  of  the  recent 
0  lassive  floods  in  this  country, 
ij 

id 


The  June  session  of  the  WNC  Conference 
authorized  the  bishop  to  issue  a  Call  to 
Prayer  for  World  Peace.  In  addition  to 
prayer  for  the  end  of  the  war  in  Southeast 
Asia,  congregations  are  asked  to  pray  for 
"the  release  and  return  of  prisoners  of  war, 
the  rehabilitation  of  strife-torn  territories, 
and  the  coming  of  an  era  of  peaceful  rela- 
tions among  all  the  nations  of  the  world." 

In  his  letter  to  the  congregations  Bishop 
Hunt  says,  "Recent  hopeful  indications 
concerning  the  Paris  peace  talks,  plus  the 
continuing  withdrawal  of  American  troops 
from  embattled  areas,  suggest  that  the 
present  time  is  most  propitious  for  the 
renewal  of  fervent  prayer." 

The  Executive  Committee  of  the  Council 
of  Bishops  has  called  upon  all  United  Meth- 
odists to  share  in  a  special  sacrificial 
offering  to  provide  funds  for  the  relief  of 
suffering  caused  by  Hurricane  Agnes  and 
the  flash  floods  in  South  Dakota.  July  30 
has  been  designated  by  the  bishops  as  the 
Sunday  on  which  this  offering  is  to  be 
taken  in  the  church  at  large.  This  will  be 
the  date  observed  in  the  North  Carolina 
Conference.  However,  August  13  is  the  day 
chosen  by  Bishop  Hunt  for  this  offering  in 
the  Western  N.C.  Conference. 


ANNIVERSAR  Y  Git  i 


The  Rev.  and  Mrs.  C.B.  Ban,  Jr.,  were  honored 
by  a  reception  given  by  the  congregation  of  Aber- 
nethy  Memorial  UM  Church,  Newton,  in  celebra- 
tion of  their  twenty-fifth  wedding  anniversary. 
One  of  the  gifts  they  received  was  a  1972  Caprice 
Chevrolet  from  the  congregation.  Hewett  Hick- 
man, left,  chairman  of  the  Administrative  Board, 
presents  the  car  keys  to  Rev.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Ban. 
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JURISDICTIONAL  CONFERENCES  ROUNDUP 


First  Asian-American  Bishop  Elected 


Clymer  DeWitt 
NORTH  CENTRAL  JURISDICTION 


INDIANAPOLIS,  Ind.  (UMI)  -  Climax- 
ing a  streamlined  three-day  meeting  here 
July  13,  the  North  Central  Jurisdictional 
Conference  consecrated  two  new  bishops 
and  made  four  changes  in  episcopal  assign- 
ments in  the  nine-state  region  for  the  next 
quadrennium. 

Elevated  to  the  church's  highest  office 
were  the  Rev.  Dr.  Wayne  K.  Clymer,  presi- 
dent of  Evangelical  Theological  Seminary, 
Naperville,  111.,  and  the  Rev.  Dr.  Jesse  R. 
DeWitt  of  New  York,  an  executive  of  the 
Board  of  Missions'  National  Division  and 
head  of  the  delegation  from  the  Detroit 
Conference.  Bishop  Clymer,  who  comes 
out  of  the  Evangelical  United  Brethren 
Church,  was  elected  on  the  sixth  ballot, 
and  Bishop  DeWitt,  a  former  Methodist 
pastor  and  church  executive  in  Michigan, 
was  chosen  on  the  15th  ballot. 

Bishop  Clymer  was  assigned  to  the 
Minnesota  Area,  succeeding  Bishop  Paul  A. 
Washburn,  who  was  moved  to  the  Chicago 
Area.  Bishop  DeWitt  goes  to  the  Wisconsin 
Area  to  replace  Bishop  Ralph  T.  Alton, 
new  head  of  the  Indiana  Area.  The  other 
six  active  bishops  were  reassigned  to  their 
present  areas.  Dakotas:  Bishop  A.  James 
Armstrong;  Illinois:  Bishop  Lance  Webb; 
Iowa,  Bishop  James  S.  Thomas;  Michigan, 
Bishop  Dwight  E.  Loder;  Ohio  East:  Bishop 
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Francis  E.  Kearns;  Ohio  West,  Bishop  F. 
Gerald  Ensley. 

During  its  crowded  schedule,  the  490 
delegates,  representing  2,538,500  mem- 
bers in  the  jurisdiction,  petitioned  the: 
General  Conference  to  elect  bishops  ati 
General  rather  than  Jurisdictional  Confer- 
ences, asked  the  Judicial  Council  for  a: 
ruling  on  whether  a  lay  person  can  be 
elected  to  the  episcopacy,  and  set  up  II 
10-member  committee  to  study  revision  oil 
annual  conference  boundaries. 

One  proposal,  which  will  go  from  thai 
jurisdiction  to  the  denomination's  highest^ 
law-making  body,  asks  that,  starting  irn 
1980,  bishops  be  elected  at  General  Con  j 
ference  rather  than  at  the  several  jurisdic  j 
tional  conferences. 

Before  balloting  for  bishop  began,  th< 
conference  asked  for  a  declaratory  decision! 
from  the  church's  Judicial  Council  oi  \ 
whether  or  not  a  lay  person  may  be  electei  I 
to  the  episcopacy.  Next  session  of  the  Jud  J 
cial  Council  is  set  for  October. 

NORTHEASTERN  JURISDICTION 

READING,  Pa  (UMI)  -  A  nation;  I 
church  executive,  a  seminary  dean  and  tw  >j 
leading  pastors  were  elected  bishops  at  th  n 
Northeastern  Jurisdictional  Conference) 
here  July  1 1-14. 

Episcopal  assignments  made  by  th ; 
Jurisdictional  Conference  for  the  1972-7  )| 
quadrennium  are: 

Boston  area  —  newly-elected  Bishc ) 
Edward  G.  Carroll,  pastor  of  Marv:  i 
Memorial  UM  Church,  Silver  Spring,  Md. 

New  York  Area  -  Bishop  W.  Ralp 
Ward. 

Syracuse  Area  -  newly-elected  Bishc  p 
Joseph  H.  Yeakel,  Nashville,  Tenn.,  gener  J 
secretary  of  the  UM  Board  of  Evangelisr  i 

Philadelphia  Area  newly-elect(  c 
Bishop  James  M.  Ault,  dean  of  Drew  Ui  i 
versity   Theological   Seminary,  Madiso  i 


Harrisburg  Area  -  newly-elected  Bishop 
John  B.  Warman,  pastor  of  Baldwin  Com- 
munity UM  Church,  Pittsburgh,  Pa. 

Pittsburgh  Area  Bishop  Roy  C. 
Nichols. 

Washington  Area  -  Bishop  James  K. 
Mathews. 

New  Jersey  Area  —  Bishop  Prince  A. 
Taylor,  Jr. 

West  Virginia  Area  -  Bishop  D.  Fred- 
erick Wertz. 

Bishop  Yeakel,  a  former  Evangelical 
United  Brethren  executive,  was  elected  on 
the  second  ballot.  Bishop  Carroll,  the  juris- 
diction's third  black  bishop,  was  elected  on 
the  ninth  ballot,  and  Bishops  Ault  and 
Warman  on  the  1 1th. 

The  NEJ  Conference  elected  about  125 
persons  to  membership  in  12  national 
church  agencies,  adopted  a  plan  for  what 
some  called  "opening  up  the  process"  of 
bishops'  elections  and  took  other  actions 
including:  call  for  massive  aid  to  flood- 
stricken  United  Methodists,  endorsement 
of  the  "Call  to  Peace  and  Self-Development 
of  Peoples"  adopted  by  the  General  Con- 
ference, and  urging  innovative  forms  of 
worship. 

After  defeating  several  other  proposals 
on  episcopal  elections,  the  Conference 
adopted  a  recommendation  of  its  Com- 
mittee on  Episcopacy  that  for  the  1976 
Conference,  the  Committee  be  constituted 
I  early,  "discuss  and  exchange   ideas  re- 
i  garding  episcopal  qualifications,  terms  and 
\  elections,"  and  "communicate  information 
j  regarding  potential  candidates." 

SOUTH  CENTRAL  JURISDICTION 

<  HOUSTON,  Tex.  (UMI)  -  Pastors  of 
5  two  large  churches,  a  general  agency  staff 
j  member,  and  a  seminary  president  were 
elected  bishops  during  sessions  of  the 
i  eight-state  South  Central  Jurisdictional 
Conference  here  July  10-14. 

First  elected  was  Dr.  Finis  A.  Crutch- 
field,  Tulsa,  Okla.,  who  received  235  votes 
i  on  the  third  ballot.  Dr.  Crutchfield,  55,  has 
been  pastor  of  Boston  Avenue  UM  Church 
in  Tulsa  for  12  years. 


Crutchfield  Goodrich 
Dixon  Holter 

Dr.  Robert  E.  Goodrich,  63,  pastor  of 
First  UM  Church  in  Dallas,  Tex.,  for  26 
years,  was  elected  on  the  sixth  ballot  with 
227  votes. 

Historic  action  was  taken  by  the  dele- 
gates when  on  the  ninth  ballot  they  elected 
Dr.  Ernest  T.  Dixon  with  273  votes.  Dr. 
Dixon,  49,  assistant  general  secretary  of 
the  Church's  Program  Council,  is  the  first 
black  elected  to  the  episcopacy  by  the 
geographic  jurisdiction  since  the  elimi- 
nation of  the  former  Central  (black) 
jurisdiction. 

The  final  election  came  when  Dr.  Don 
W.  Holter,  president  of  Saint  Paul  School 
of  Theology  in  Kansas  City,  Mo.,  received 
251  votes.  Dr.  Holter,  66,  is  the  first 
college,  university,  or  seminary  president 
elected  by  the  South  Central  Jurisdiction 
since  1939. 

Area  assignments  made  by  the 
Committee  on  the  Episcopacy  were: 
Arkansas,  Bishop  Eugene  M.  Frank;  Dallas- 
Fort  Worth,  Bishop  W.  McFerrin  Stowe; 
Houston,  Bishop  Kenneth  W.  Copeland: 
Kansas,  Bishop  Ernest  T.  Dixon,  Jr.; 
Louisiana,  Bishop  Finis  A.  Crutchfield; 
Missouri,  Bishop  Robert  E.  Goodrich,  Jr.; 
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Nebraska,  Bishop  Don  W.  Holter;  North- 
west Texas-New  Mexico,  Bishop  Alsie  H. 
Carleton;  Oklahoma,  Bishop  Paul  W.  Mil- 
house;  San  Antonio,  Bishop  O.  Eugene 
Slater. 

Two  opposing  factions  within  the  Rio 
Grande  (Spanish-speaking)  Conference  pro- 
vided a  new  twist  to  denominational 
politics  as  they  openly  campaigned  for 
their  candidates.  Both  groups  fought  for 
the  election  of  a  Hispanic-American  to  the 
Council  of  Bishops  but  they  could  not 
unite  on  one  candidate. 

Among  other  business,  the  Jurisdic- 
tional Conference  approved  a  new  struc- 
ture. This  new  structure  will  include  a 
48-member  Council  on  Ministries  and  a 
24-member  Council  on  Finance  and 
Administration.  The  focus  will  be  on  the 
local  church  and  the  basic  function  will  be 
leadership  development. 

WESTERN  JURISDICTION 


Tuell 
SEATTLE, 
Wash.  (UMI)  - 
The  first  Asian- 
American  bishop 
in  U.S.  Methodist 
history  was  one 
of  three  bishops 
elected  here  July 
11-14  by  the 
Western  Jurisdic- 
tional Conference 
in  marathon  bal- 
loting. 

The  new  bishops  are  the  Rev.  Jack  M. 


Choy 
Wheatley 


Tuell,  Vancouver,  Wash.,  pastor;  the  Rev. 
Melvin  E.  Wheatley,  Jr.,  Los  Angeles  pas- 
tor, and  the  Rev.  Wilbur  W.  Y.  Choy, 
Berkeley,  Calif.,  district  superintendent. 
Dr.  Choy  is  a  Chinese- American.  Dr.  Tuell 
is  the  first  bishop  elected  in  the  jurisdic- 
tion's 32-year  history  who  has  not  had  a 
California  pastorate. 

They  were  elected  by  the  140  delegates 
on  the  12th,  19th  and  27th  ballots,  respec- 
tively, cast  across  nearly  three  days. 

One  aspect  of  this  election  was  an 
often-mentioned  "process"  in  which 
several  delegations  had  queried  potential 
bishops  earlier  this  year  and  which  in- 
cluded a  recess  before  nearly  every  new 
ballot  to  allow  time  for  delegation  caucuses 
and  further  information-sharing.  Whether 
this  new  openness  contributed  to  the  con- 
ference's delays  was  uncertain,  but  it  was 
cited  by  some  delegates  as  the  cause  of  the 
frequent  voting  deadlocks. 

The  assignments  of  bishops  moved 
Bishop  Charles  F.  Golden  from  San  Fran- 
cisco, and  placed  Bishop  Tuell  in  Portland, 
Bishop  Wheatley  in  Denver,  and  Bishop 
Choy  in  Seattle. 

Although  the  conference  handled  little 
business  except  the  choice  of  bishops  and 
of  representatives  to  general  boards,  it  did 
propose  a  constitutional  amendment  that; 
would  permit  skipping  a  regular  jurisdic- 
tional conference  session  in  any  quadren- 
nium  when  no  bishops  were  to  be  elected 
This  has  occurred  three  of  nine  times  in 
this  jurisdiction. 


MINISTERS-ASSOCIATES-STAFF  & 

MEMBERS 

BUICK  has  another  winner  in  1972!  Everyone 
needs  a  good,  dependable  automobile  at  a  saving! 
I  want  Methodists  in  North  Carolina  driving 
Buicks,  our  Buicks  and  desire  you  as  a  valuec 
customer.  Call  'the  managers'  collect,  (919. 
584-9224!  Select  from  100  cars  in  stock.  We're 
centrally  located.  Open  evenings  and  Saturdaj 
afternoons.  Opels  too,  plus  MGB's.  If  you'ri 
ready  to  trade,  we  want  your  business,  so  call. 

Bill  Price  Buick-Opal,  Burlington 
Just  off  1-85  Elon  Exit 

27  years  winning  friends  for  Buick 
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WOMEN'S  NEWS 

Western  North  Carolina  Conference 


WESLEY  AN  SERVICE  GUILD 
MEETING 

"Breakthru"  was  the  theme  of  the 
annual  meeting  of  the  Wesleyan  Service 
Guild  of  the  Western  North  Carolina  Con- 
ference at  Lake  Junaluska  in  June.  The 
theme  dominated  every  part  of  the  week- 
end program  as  Guilders  elected  new 
officers  and  heard  the  first  guidelines  of 
the  new  organization  of  United  Methodist 
Women  from  Miss  Martha  King,  a  member 
of  a  national  committee  planning  the 
merger. 

The  officers  chosen  to  serve  during  the 
coming  months  include  Miss  Ronda 
Robbins,  Lexington,  Conference  Guild 
Chairman;  Mrs.  Jimmy  Everhart,  Lex- 
ington, reelected  secretary;  Mrs.  B.L. 
Sherrill,  Franklin,  and  Mrs.  Bernice  Nor- 
wood, Greensboro,  both  members-at-large; 
and  Mrs.  George  Phillips,  Winston-Salem, 
Chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Nomina- 
tions. Two  new  members  were  chosen  for 
this  committee,  Mrs.  Perry  Mallonee, 
Candler,  and  Mrs.  John  T.  Painter,  Bel- 
mont. 


Miss  King  told  her  hearers  that  the  new 
inclusive  organization  will  begin  at  the 
local  level  as  the  Women's  Society  of 
Christian  Service  and  the  Wesleyan  Service 
Guilds  merge  into  one  group  to  be  known 
as  United  Methodist  Women.  She  said  that 
definite  guidelines  for  the  actual  merging 
will  be  given  at  Schools  of  Christian 
Mission  throughout  the  United  States.  This 
makes  it  most  important  for  every  local 
society  and  guild  to  send  a  delegate  to  the 
School,  she  said.  The  W.N.C.  School  will  be 
at  Pfeiffer  College  the  weekend  of  July 
28-30  or  a  Week  of  Study  July  31-August 
4. 

She  said  that  the  fall  months  will  be  a 
period  of  orientation  and  that  actual  organ- 
ization and  celebration  should  begin  in 
local  groups  on  January  1,  1973.  The 
emphasis  of  the  new  group,  she  said,  will 
be  on  the  thousands  of  women,  in  Meth- 
odism who  are  members  of  neither  the 
Society  or  Guild. 

"Circles  will  be  a  thing  of  the  past,"  she 
said.  "There  will  be  informal  groups  of 
special  interest,  study  or  work.  The  time  of 
the  meetings  must  be  adjusted  to  meet  the 
schedule  of  business  women. 


Leaders  of  the  Wesleyan  Service  Guild  of  the 
WNC  Conference  met  outside  Memorial  Chapel  at 
Lake  Junaluska  in  June.  They  are,  left  to  right, 
Mrs.  June  D.  Key,  Winston-Salem,  Chairman  of 
the  Committee  on  Program;  Mrs.  Odell  Brown, 
Boonville,  retiring  Conference  Guild  Chairman; 
Mrs.  Thomas  Zinavage,  Waynesville,  retiring 
Chairman  Committee  on  Nominations;  Miss 
Ronda  Robbins,  Lexington,  incoming  Conference 
Guild  Chairman;  Mrs.  Bernice  Norwood,  Greens- 
boro, member-at-large;  and  Mrs.  George  Phillips, 
Winston-Salem,  incoming  Chairman  Committee 
on  Nominations. 
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"It  takes  more  than  a  name  to  unite  us. 
It's  going  to  take  a  lot  of  hard  work  and  a 
new  spirit  of  unity  must  be  brought  in." 

Miss  King  described  the  work  of  the 
national  committee  planning  the  new  in- 
clusive organization.  There  are  eight  mem- 
bers of  the  Women's  Society,  eight  Guild- 
ers, and  eight  women  who  are  members  of 
neither  organization.  These  24  women  are 
from  different  ages,  as  well  as  ethnic,  geo- 
graphical and  cultural  backgrounds,  in 
order  that  the  needs  of  each  group  might 
be  considered. 

Official  Guidelines  will  be  issued  first  at 
the  School  of  Christian  Mission,  then  will 
be  available  to  local  societies  from  Service 


Center.  From  the  grass  roots  level,  Miss 
King  said,  will  come  reorganization  of  the 
Districts,  then  the  Conference  organi- 
zation. 

As  a  "Breakthru  of  Love"  the  Guilders 
placed  $2,082.75  on  the  altar  as  a  love 
offering  to  be  given  to  missions  in  honor  of 
Miss  Mary  Floyd,  Pfeiffer  College,  and  Mrs. 
Marian  Wooten,  Bethlehem  Center, 
Winston-Salem. 

The  Rev.  John  K.  Bergland,  Dayton, 
Ohio,  presented  meditations  at  each  session 
and  the  Rev.  Wallace  Fridy,  Columbus, 
S.C.,  concluded  the  meeting  with  a  sermon, 
"God  Can  Use  What  You  Have." 


WOMEN'S  NEWS 

North  Carolina  Conference 

Mrs.  Bruce  Hargrove 

BURLINGTON  DISTRICT  OFFICERS  SUBDISTRICT  LEADERS 


President,  Mrs.  T.J.  Jones,  Graham 
Vice-President,  Mrs.  R.G.  Wilson,  Burling- 
ton 

Secretary,  Mrs.  C.  A.  Cates,  Graham 
Treasurer,  Mrs.  John  D.  Lloyd,  Mebane 

CHAIRMEN  OF  PROGRAM  AREAS 

Christian   Social  Relations,  Mrs.  Clyde 

Ingle,  Burlington 
Missionary  Education,  Mrs.  John  Farmer, 

Siler  City 

Spiritual   Growth,  Mrs.   Roy  Edwards, 

Chapel  Hill 
Publicity,  Mrs.  Randall  Baker,  Burlington 
Nominations,  Mrs.  J.  Frank  Hauser,  Pitts- 
boro 

Wesleyan  Service  Guild,  Mrs.  E.R.  Thomas, 
Burlington 

Secretary  of  Program  Materials,  Mrs.  H.E. 

Stout,  Siler  City 
Film  Librarian,  Mrs.  M.D.  Wilson,  Bur- 
lington 


Caswell,  Mrs.  Frances  McAdams 
Mebane-Orange,  Mrs.   A.J.  McAdams, 
Mebane 

North  Alamance,  Mrs.  Hubert  A.  Sally 
South    Alamance,    Mrs.    Don  Wood, 
Graham 

Siler    City,    Mrs.    Thomas    L.  Reeves, 
Pittsboro 

The  Burlington  District  reports 
having  held  five  district  or  subdistrict 
meetings  with  record  attendance  and 
interest  in  their  work.  They  are  striving  to 
send  at  least  one  person  from  each  local 
society  to  Summer  R&R.  This  is  an  oppor- 
tunity once  you  attend  you  will  not  want 
to  ever  miss  again. 

These  ladies  have  a  large  film  library. 
They  will  be  glad  to  lend  to  anyone 
desiring  to  use  films  for  mission  studies  and 
the  like  to  put  more  interest  in  your  local 
programs.  A  list  of  available  film  will  be 
(Continued  on  page  22) 
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MEMO  TO:  Delegates  to  1972  WNC  Annual 
Conference 


I  must  express  my  disappointment  at 
our  Annual  Conference's  decision  to  not 
engage  in  "heated"  debate  over  the  human 
tragedy  of  Southeast  Asia.  Our  Board  of 
Christian  Social  Concerns  decided  it  was 
better  strategy  to  state  its  position  and  to. 
let  this  be  received  by  the  conference  as 
"information".  The  Board  urge's  local 
churches  to  study  the  position  of  the  1972 
General  Conference  and  its  own  position 
concerning  Southeast  Asia.  This  should 
happen  in  every  church,  but  I  fear  we  will 
yield  to  the  temptation  of  letting  this  ma- 
terial be  received  FOREVER  as  "informa- 
tion" and  as  nothing  more. 

Our  Conference  voted  to  not  let  our 
Board  even  consider  the  proposal  made  by 
The  Reverend  Mr.  Robert  T.  Young  that 
our  Conference  adopt  a  specific  position 
concerning  the  war.  Bishop  Hunt  ruled 
that,  according  to  the  Standing  Rules  of 
Order,  Mr.  Young's  proposal  had  to  be  re- 
ferred to  the  Board.  Then  the  motion  was 
made  and  passed  to  overrule  the  Bishop's 
decision  by  suspending  the  Rules  of  Order. 
Thus,  we  chose  not  to  allow  even  consider- 
ation of  a  proposal  concerning  a  great  hu- 
man tragedy.  We  chose  not  to  say  anything 
about  our  feelings  concerning  that  tragedy. 
I  find  it  hard  to  understand  how  Christians 
can  keep  from  publicly  declaring  a  united 
outrage  and  deep  sorrow  over  the  contin- 
uing human  destruction  of  this  war. 

I  found  it,  sadly  ironic  that  on  the  day 
(June  9th)  we  voted,  there  appeared  in  the 
Charlotte  Observer  in  headlines:  "CIVIL- 
IANS BURNED  IN  BOMB  ERROR". 
There  followed  a  story,  which  could  be 
multiplied  by  the  thousands,  telling  of  the 
tragedy  of  weeping  mothers  carrying  four 
of  their  children  who  had  just  been  burned 
by  flaming  napalm  (oil  bombs)  dropped  by 
a  South  Vietnamese  Skyraider.  A  picture 
reveals  a  mother  carrying  her  disfigured  ba- 
by whose  tender  skin  has  been  peeled  off. 
The  next  day  the  newspaper  reported  the 
baby  died  before  dawn.  An  "official"  said, 
"The  Skyraider  plane  that  dropped  the 


napalm  canister  by  mistake  was  WITHIN 
MARGINAL  LIMITS  OF  ERROR."  A 
baby  is  killed  and  an  official  responds  with 
words  that  are  insane. 

What  has  happened  to  the  conscience  of 
America?  What  has  happened  to  the  Body 
of  Christ  that  defends  the  weak  and  help- 
less? Have  we  evolved  through  this  war  to 
become  creatures  who  can  accept  such  an 
unchristian  response  to  the  accidental  kill- 
ing of  a  baby?  Where  should  we  hope  to 
see  some  signs  of  sorrow,  shock,  agony, 
horror,  and  Godly  outrage  to  such  human i 
tragedy?  We  cannot  expect  to  find  such  hu- 
man feelings  from  our  military  leaders. 
However,  I  had  hoped  that  "Christians" 
would  be  moved  with  compassion  andj 
compelled  to  speak  out  in  the  name  off 
mercy,  love,  and  justice.  For  our  corporatee 
silence  and  indecision,  in  the  face  of  a  greatt 
human  tragedy,  I  grieve  and  ask  God's  for-r- 
giveness. 

Louis  H.  Murray 
Rock  Springs  Charge 
Denver,  N.C. 

LET'S  REALLY  ORGANIZE  FOR 
POWER  TO  THE  LOCAL  CHURCH 

I  believe  every  minister  is  entitled  to 
have  at  least  one  opportunity  to  publish 
the  results  of  his  years  of  thought  andl 
study.  This  one  is  mine.  The  suggestions^ 
and  solutions  are  not  all  mine,  but  are  ra- 
ther a  synopsis  of  thoughts  and  plans  II 
have  heard  from  other  ministers  and  lay- 
men. 

PROBLEM:  Benevolences  and  mission 
funds  are  being  distributed  in  a  manner  and 
in  proportions  that  are  often  contrary  to 
the  desires  and  beliefs  of  the  local  churches 
that  provide  these  funds.  So  flagrant  is  this 


NCC  Women's  News 
(Continued  from  page  21) 

sent  on  request  from  Mrs.  M.D.  Wilson 
703  Maple  Ave.,  Burlington,  N.C.  27215 
It  would  be  a  great  benefit  to  all  of  us  i: 
all  societies  would  try  to  make  the  wort 
more  meaningful  at  the  local  level.  Hope  t( 
see  all  of  you  at  Summer  R&R  in  Fayette 
ville,  N.C,  Aug.  8-11;  Weekend  Aug 
11-13. 
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abuse  that  local  churches  are  often  forced 
to  support  programs  they  violently  dis- 
approve in  order  to  continue  their  support 
to  programs  they  do  approve! 

SOLUTION:  Discontinue  immediately 
the  "Single  Figure  Asking"  plan  of  mission 
and  benevolence  support.  Let  us  return 
quickly  to  the  plan  of  askings  for  each  item 
now  in  the  single  figure!  The  local  churches 
would  then  be  able  to  support  what  they 
wished  to  support  to  the  extent  they 
wished  to  support  it.  They  are  tired  of  hav- 
ing someone  else  decide  these  matters  for 
them! 

PROBLEM:  Not  only  this  year,  but 
every  year  there  is  the  problem  of  finding 
enough  skilled  and  qualified  ministers  to 
fill  the  pulpits  of  our  churches.  Good 
preachers  seem  always  in  short  supply. 

SOLUTION:  Let's  immediately  get  all 
preachers  out  of  offices  and  jobs  that  a  lay- 
man can  handle!  Under  our  present  system 
the  very  "cream  of  our  crop"  of  preachers 
are  being  removed  from  pulpits  to  occupy 
|  some  administrative  position.  Preachers 
I  tend  to  become  "bosses"  in  these  posi- 
tions. A  layman  in  the  same  position  would 
jjplay  the  "servant"  role  that  the  local 
church  really  needs  and  wants. 

PROBLEM:  The  "Presiding  Elder"  of 
jby-gone  years  needed  to  be  a  preacher.  He 
jpreached  at  Quarterly  Conferences,  fune- 
rals, and  revivals.  In  truth  he  was  a 
^''preacher's  preacher".  The  "District  Super- 
intendent" is  another  "breed  of  cat"! 
While  he  does  a  little  preaching  on  the  side 
his  job  is  primarily  administrative.  The  Lo- 
ical  Church  looks  upon  him  as  a  representa- 
ftive  of  the  hierarchy.  From  the  layman's 
fcoint  of  view  the  D.S.  represents  "them"— 
hot  "us"! 

SOLUTION:  The  D.S.  should  definitely 
be  a  layman!  Men  with  training  and  ability 
o  run  our  hospitals  and  businesses  are  in- 
initely  better  qualified  to  administer  the 
iffairs  of  a  district  of  local  churches  than  is 
.  man   trained   (and   called!)   to   be  a 
•readier.  This  "Lay  D.S."  should  be  em- 
ployed (and  fired)  by  the  district  confer- 
In  ce.  His  salary  should  be  the  average  sal- 
jry,  plus  benefits,  of  the  preachers  in  his 
istrict.  (When  he  gets  a  raise  for  his 
reachers  he  gets  a  raise  for  himself!)  It 
ould  be  to  his  personal  benefit  to  obtain 
ie  best  preachers  for  the  churches  in  his 
istrict.  He  should  hold  Quarterly  Confer- 


ences, (four  times  per  year  in  each  charge), 
and  be  a  true  representative  of  the  affairs 
of  the  local  church  CONGREGATION! 

I  could  enlarge  upon  and  "beat  the 
drum"  for  each  and  every  one  of  these  pro- 
posals, but  I  hate  "wordy"  preachers.  In 
short,  the  system  I  outline  would  turn  The 
Church  over  to  the  layman  to  serve  as 
God's  agents  to  govern  the  Church.  Far 
more  important,  it  would  release  the  minis- 
ters to  specialize  in  spiritual  matters.  Oh! 
how  imperative  is  this  need! 

E.L.  Earnhardt 
Edenton  UM  Church 

Officers  Elected  At 
SEJ  Archives  Meeting 


Three  North  Carolina  ministers  were 
among  the  officers  elected  at  the  annual 
meeting  of  the  SEJ  Commission  on 
Archives  and  History,  which  was  held  July 
4-6  at  Emory  and  Henry  College,  Emory, 
Va. 

Rev.  G.W.  Bumgarner,  pastor  of  Trinity 
UM  Church,  Winston-Salem,  was  elected 
treasurer;  Rev.  William  K.  Quick,  Trinity 
UM  Church,  Durham,  second  vice- 
president,  and  Rev.  Brooks  Little  of  Nash- 
ville, Tenn.,  a  member  of  the  N.C.  Confer- 
ence, executive  secretary.  They  will  serve 
during  the  current  quadrennium. 

The  official  host  and  chairman  of  the 
Program  Committee  was  Dr.  E.E.  Wiley, 
superintendent  of  the  Abingdon  District. 
Others  who  gave  insights  into  the  college 
history  and  into  the  history  of  the  area 
were  Bishop  L.  Scott  Allen  of  the  Holston 
Area;  G.  Connie  Culbertson  of  Emory  and 
Henry  College;  Dr.  Foye  Gibson,  former 
president  of  the  college;  Dr.  M.S. 
Kincheloe,  Holston  Conference  minister, 
and  Dr.  C.E.  Lundy,  Holston  Conference 
historian. 

A  bus  trip  was  taken  to  two  shrines  of 
United  Methodism,  the  Cox  House  and 
Acuff  Chapel.  The  trip  also  included  visits 
to  Keywood  Marker  and  to  the  Madam 
Russell  Church. 

W.T.  Medlin,  Jr. 
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Sunday  School  Lesson 

By  Dr.  Raymond  A.  Smith 
(International  Lesson  Series) 


FOR  AUGUST  6 


Worshiping 
In  The  Congregation 


Background  Scripture:  Psalms  122;  1  Cor- 
inthians 11:23-28;  Hebrews  10:23-25 
Lesson  Scripture:  Psalms  122;  1-9;  He- 
brews 10:23-25 

"A  pleasant  pastime  for  peculiar  peo- 
ple" is  the  way  some  cynic  has  described 
the  practice  of  going  to  church.  While  we 
may  discount  that  remark  as  a  prejudiced 
statement,  it  still  may  be  said  that  the 
motives  for  church  attendance  are  some- 
times mixed.  The  graduating  class  from  the 
law  school  of  a  famous  university  was  once 
told  by  a  commencement  speaker,  himself 
a  successful  lawyer,  that  "One  of  the  best 
ways  to  be  successful  in  your  profession  is 
to  choose  the  most  prominent  church  in 
town,  join  it,  and  then  go  there  every 
Sunday."  One  may  be  disgusted  with  such  a 
crass  display  of  lower  motives,  and  at  the 
same  time  recognize  people  may  have  more 
than  one  motive  for  almost  anything  they 
plan  to  do. 

What  we  are  concerned  with  in  this 
lesson,  however,  is  sincerity  in  worship.  In- 
deed, one  might  say  that  sincerity  is  the 
first  requirement  in  worship.  Jesus  said: 
"They  who  worship  God  must  worship  him 
in  spirit  and  in  truth."  The  late  Dr.  Harris 
F.  Rail,  in  his  book  entitled  "A  Faith  for 
Today"  has  written:  "Upon  this  earth 
there  is  no  scene  more  impressive  than  a 
company  of  human  souls,  many  or  few, 
bowed  in  the  hushed  awe  of  the  house  of 
God.  There  is  no  higher  exercise  of  the 
human  spirit  than  that  of  worship.  Here 
man  visions  the  unseen  and  lifts  his  soul  in 
adoration.  Here  he  renews  the  depleted 
forces  of  the  spirit  and  wins  strength  for 
life.  Here  the  soul,  beaten  and  bruised, 


finds  healing.  Here  in  the  quiet  recollection 
of  Spirit,  we  not  only  see  God,  but  look  at 
life  once  more  in  the  light  of  the  Eternal 
find  where  its  true  wealth  lies,  and  re 
affirm  our  loyalty  to  high  ends." 

Psalm  122,  from  which  our  first  Scrip 
ture  lesson  is  taken,  belongs  to  the  class  of 
psalms  known  as  "The  Songs  of  Ascent. 
The  words  seem  to  reflect  the  feelings  of 
one  who  had  joined  the  band  of  pilgrims 
on  their  way  to  Jerusalem  to  celebrate  one* 
of  the  holy  seasons.  He  rejoices  in  thei 
fellowship  of  these  people  who,  like  him- 
self, are  excited  by  the  prospect  of  a  visit 
to  the  holy  city  and  the  temple.  The  prayei 
for  the  peace  of  Jerusalem  is  a  remindei 
that  the  very  name  of  that  city  means  "city 
of  Peace."  It  is  a  sad  fact,  however,  thai 
since   its  establishment   by  King  Davie 
about  a  thousand  years  before  Christ,  thh\ 
city  has  known  little  of  peace,  but  ha!; 
found  itself  occupied  by  the  troops  o 
nation  after  nation.  Jesus,  as  he  entered  i 
for  the  last  time,  said:  "Would  that  yoi 
had  known  the  things  which  make  for  youi 
peace."  (Luke  19:4M5). 

Our  second  Scripture  is  from  Hebrew 
10:23-25,  and  begins:  "Let  us  be  firm  an< 
unswerving  in  the  confession  of  our  hope 
for  the  Giver  of  the  promise  may  b( 
trusted."  One  can  hardly  imagine  any  nee< 
of  our  age  greater  than  the  revival  of  hope 
To  help  us  recover  our  hope  from  week  t< 
week  is  one  thing  congregational  worshij 
should  do  for  us.  Of  course  if  we  live  en 
tirely  in  the  present,  making  our  readin 
only  the  newspaper  and  our  hearing  onl; 
television,  we  may  easily  be  overwhelms 
by  current  problems.  But  congregations 
worship  is  in  tune  with  the  centuries,  an 
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he  Bible  deals  with  vast  spaces  of  time, 
ather  than  only  with  the  current  scene. 
IThere  is  a  saying  that  "The  function  of 
ustory  is  to  tell  us  what  the  centuries  have 
;o  say  to  the  hours. "  One  might  say  the 
;ame  of  worship 

Sometimes  we  become  depressed  when 
ve  see  how  small  the  attendance  at  church 
s,  compared  with  the  numbers  of  members 
t  has.  But  the  inspired  writer  of  Hebrews 
:ells  us  that,  even  in  his  time,  this  had 
ilready  become  a  problem  in  the  church. 
Says  he:  "We  ought  to  see  how  each  of  us 
nay  arouse  others  to  love  and  active  good- 


ness, not  staying  away  from  our  meetings, 
as  some  do,  but  rather  encouraging  one 
another,  all  the  more  because  you  see  the 
Day  is  drawing  near."  We  know  the  early 
church  lived  under  the  shadow  of  the 
coming  "end  of  the  age."  Perhaps  no  gene- 
ration since  New  Testament  times  has  been 
as  capable  of  sympathizing  with  the  New 
Testament  church  in  this  feeling  as  have  we 
of  this  generation.  We,  too,  have  felt,  and 
continue  to  feel,  "the  shaking  of  the 
foundations."  One  of  the  names  for  God  in 
the  Bible  is  "The  Rock  of  our  Salvation." 
Maybe  it  is  a  good  time  to  remember  that! 


SUNDAY  SCHOOL  LESSON 


AUGUST  13 


Worshiping  In  The  Family 


background  Scripture:   Deuteronomy  6; 
Psalms  78;  2  Timothy  1 
Lesson  Scripture:  Deuteronomy  6:1-9;  2 
jrimothy  1:3-7 

A  young  woman  who  had  been  absent 
from  her  home  for  some  time  remarked 
jhat  one  of  the  things  she  missed  was  the 
family  table  graces.  Perhaps  these  had  been 
offered  sometimes  in  rather  formal,  even  a 
furried  way,  and  yet  they  had  left  their 
mprint.  This  writer  knows  of  no  adequate 
tudy  which  has  been  made  of  the  practice 
ft  family  devotions  in  our  country,  but  it 
t  often  said  that  it  has  virtually  vanished 
jrom  large  areas. 

!   Ours  is  an  age  when  nearly  all  the  tradi- 
onal  values  of  life  are  being  challenged, 
ome  say  we   can  do  without  public 
:hools,  others  that  the  church  is  no  more 
iian  a  museum  piece,  still  others  are  ready 
)  say  the  last  rites  over  the  institution  of 
larriage  and  the  family.  Charles  Laymon 
iotes  some  remarks  made  by  a  modern 
:>ung  person  to  this  effect:  "A  home? 
hy  do  I  need  a  home?  I  was  born  in  a 
)spital,  educated  in  a  college,  courted  in 
1  automobile,  and  married  in  a  church.  I 
t  food  at  restaurants  and  delicatessens.  I 
end  my  mornings  at  golf,  my  afternoons 


at  bridge,  my  evenings  dancing,  or  at  the 
movies.  And  when  I  die  I  will  be  buried 
from  the  undertaker's.  All  I  need  is  a 
garage."  It  used  to  be  said  that  a  home  is  a 
place  where  some  members  of  the  family 
stay  until  other  members  get  through  with 
the  car.  But  now  everyone  seems  to  feel 
they  have  to  have  a  car  of  their  own  as 
soon  as  they  learn  to  drive!  The  preceding 
statements  are,  of  course,  exaggerations; 
however,  they  are  close  enough  to  the 
truth  to  be  somewhat  uncomfortable. 

When  we  turn  to  the  Scriptures  for  light 
on  this  problem  we  find  abundance  of 
material.  Psalm  78,  for  example,  is  a  clear 
call  to  the  duty  of  instructing  youth  in 
their  religious  heritage.  In  selected  verses 
from  the  first  part  of  that  psalm  we  read 
this,  as  translated  in  the  New  English  Bible: 
"I  will  tell  you  a  story  with  a  meaning, 
things  we  have  heard  and  know,  and  our 
fathers  have  reported  to  us.  From  their 
sons  we  will  not  hide  the  praises  of  the 
Lord  and  his  might.  He  laid  on  Jacob  (this 
means  the  nation  of  Israel)  a  solemn  charge 
to  teach  their  sons,  that  it  might  be  known 
to  future  generations.  He  charged  them  to 
put  their  trust  in  God,  to  hold  his  great 
acts  ever  in  mind  and  to  keep  all  his 
commandments."  Scholars  classify  this 
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psalm  as  "salvation  history".  This  means 
the  Hebrews  had  learned  to  see  God  in  the 
mighty  acts  wrought  in  behalf  of  his  people 
through  the  centuries.  The  youth  were 
being  told  who  they  were,  and  what  their 
identity  meant. 

Deuteronomy  6:1-9  contains  some  of 
the  most  precious  affirmations  in  all  of  the 
Bible.  Here  again  God  lays  upon  his  people 
the  duty  and  privilege  of  sharing  with  the 
young  the  priceless  religious  heritage  which 
was  theirs.  It  is  to  be  the  constant  topic  of 
conversation  at  home,  while  traveling,  and 
the  precepts  are  even  to  be  carved  on  the 
door-posts  of  the  house!  Religious  instruc- 
tion was  to  be  the  first  order  of  the  day 
and  the  final  words  before  going  to  sleep! 
No  wonder  the  people  who  gave  us  these 
words  have  been  able  to  survive  the  most 
hideous  persecutions,  and  to  resist  repeated 
efforts  of  their  enemies  to  destroy  them. 

We  find  in  2  Timothy  1:3-7  some  signif- 
icant statements  concerning  religion  in  the 


MRS.  JEANETTE  (NETTIE)  DOBY  TOBIN 

The  Women's  Society  of  Christian  Service  of 
Bethel  United  Methodist  Church,  Fisher  Ferry 
Street,  Thomasville,  North  Carolina,  wishes  to 
pay  a  tribute  of  love,  honor,  and  respect  to  a 
devoted  and  loyal  member,  Mrs.  Jeanette  (Nettie) 
Doby  Tobin,  who  departed  this  life  on  February 
1,  1972,  at  the  age  of  67. 

Nettie,  while  relatively  small  in  stature,  stood 
extremely  tall  in  her  church  and  Christian  life  as 
she  conveyed  large  radiant  rays  of  faith,  hope, 
and  love  to  all  who  knew  her.  She  was  a  dedi- 
cated Christian  and  served  her  church  and  God 
faithfully  over  the  years  as  Sunday  School 
teacher,  Vacation  Bible  School  teacher,  choir 
member,  Administrative  Board  member,  treasurer 
of  the  Expansion  Fund,  chairman  on  Family 
Life,  leader  of  revival  prayer  groups,  and  many 
other  jobs.  Nettie  was  honored  as  Mother  of  the 
Year  by  the  church  in  1966. 

Nettie  was  a  kind  and  loving  neighbor  and 
mother,  and  like  the  Master,  "she  served  and 
went  about  doing  good."  As  a  friend  to  all  ages, 
she  brought  joy  to  children,  encouragement  to 
youth,  inspiration  to  adults,  and  comfort  to  the 
aged.  To  know  her  was  to  love  her.  Her  concern 
for  all  the  sin-sick  of  the  church  was  voiced  the 


home.  Young  Timothy's  faith,  we  are  told, 
came  from  a  devout  grandmother  and 
mother.  Doesn't  this  fact  have  something: 
important  to  say  to  us?  The  genuine  ele- 
ments of  faith,  if  practiced  by  parents,  will' 
find  their  way  into  the  hearts  of  the  young. 
But  the  accent  needs  to  be  placed  on  the 
word  "genuine."  It's  what  the  parent  really1 
believes  and  lives  that  gets  through,  not  the 
pious  pretensions.  Youth  has  an  uncanny 
ability  to  distinguish  the  real  from  what 

they  call  "the  phoney."  What  parents  aned 
teachers  really  believe  will  somehow  ge 
through,  in  spite  of  evasive  answers.  Urn 
what  they  see  their  elders  giving  themselves 
to,  day  in  and  day  out,  that  is  the  cue  tdq 
what  these  parents  and  teachers  really  thinlik 
is  worth  living  for.  What  the  elders  spemu 
their  time  on,  and  what  their  check-stub: 
reveal  they  spend  their  money  on  —  this  H 
the  real  test!  They  may  not  know  they  am 
teaching,  but  they  are! 

1 


last  time  she  was  able  to  attend  the  church  befoi  J 
her  death.  She  was  always  willing  to  work  in  and 
capacity  wherever  she  saw  a  need.  The  last  of  h«  r 
accomplishments  was  the  starting  of  the  chun  i 
Expansion  Fund  for  Mrs.  Tobin  saw  the  need  f <  i 
the  growth  of  the  church. 

A  happy  Christian  home  was  one  of  the  r  ■ 
suits  of  her  virtuous  and  unselfish  life,  and  h  i 
unshakeable  faith  in  God.  She  was  the  mother  <  i 
seven  children,  grandmother  of  fourteen,  and  h<  j 
one  great-grandchild,  and  still  had  time  for  an  ' 
one  in  need.  Visiting  in  her  home,  one  alwa  s 
enjoyed  a  warm  friendship  which  served  as  i  a 
inspiration  for  daily  living.  It  can  truly  be  sa  d 
that  "Nettie  was  a  child  of  God."  We  are  gratef  i 
to  God  for  this  devoted  Christian  who  shared  h  I 
life  with  us.  To  her  family,  we  extend  our  dee  ) 
est  sympathy. 

In  love  and  affection  to  Mrs.  Tobin,  a  copy  »j 
this  memorial  will  be  sent  to  the  family,  to  t  < 
North  Carolina  Christian  Advocate  for  public  i 
tion,  and  recorded  in  the  minutes  of  the  Womei ' 
Society  of  Christian  Service  in  her  memory. 

Mrs.  Dermont  Jarre  t 
Bethel  United  Methodist  Churc  i 
Thomasville,  N.<  • 


IN  MEMORIAM 
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ROY  HOOKER  THOMAS 

Mr.  Roy  Hooker  Thomas  was  called  to  his 
sternal  reward  on  April  5,  1972.  At  the  age  of  75 
'Mr.  Roy"  as  he  was  lovingly  called,  demanded 
:he  respect  and  love  of  Church  and  Community  - 
n  religious  life  and  business  world. 

His  Christian  character  and  integrity  were 
ecognized  by  all  who  knew  him.  Those  of  his 
)wn  generation  as  well  as*  younger  people  looked 
:o  his  wisdom  for  guidance  and  counsel. 

Edwin  Markham  said  at  jthe  passing  of  Abra- 
lam  Lincoln,  "He  was  like  A  gi^nt  pine  tree, 
jvhich,  when  it  fell,  it  left  a  lo'nesome  place 
igainst  the  sky."  In  the  village  of  Lizzie  and  the 
Vlount  Herman  United  Methodist  Church,  the 
)assing  of  Mr.  Thomas  has  left  an  empty  place.  It 
las  been  felt  also  in  the  neighboring*  communities 
)f  Farmville  and  Snow  Hill. 

Today,  we  wish  to  enter  into  the  permanent 
ecord  of  Mount  Herman  United  Methodist 
Church,  and  thus  into  the  history  of  the  cdrnmu- 
lity,  this  memorial  to  a  man  who  lived  his  ideals. 
'Mr.  Roy"  recognized  his  God  by  daily  living  and 
constant  witness  for  Christ  and  a  life  of  truth  and 
ustice. 

Mr.  Thomas,  we  honor  you!  We  respect  you; 
ve  recognize  you  as  a  great  asset  to  our  Church 
ind  community  and  as  a  memorial  to  you  we  say, 
"BEHOLD  THE  MAN". 

Respectfully  submitted, 
Mount  Herman  United  Methodist  Church 
Administrative  Board 

MRS.  J.E.  TAYLOR 

|  Annie  Garriss  Taylor,  prominent  citizen  of 
pnway,  widow  of  J.E.  Taylor,  and  daughter  of 
j|ie  late  Charles  J.  and  Ella  Morse  Garriss,  passed 
i|way  early  Wednesday  morning,  April  26,  1972, 
n  Edenton  Hospital  after  a  four  months  illness, 
iuneral  services  were  held  Thursday  at  2:30  p.m. 
United  Methodist  Church  with  the  Rev.  Lewis 
.  Dillman  officiating.  Burial  was  in  Conway 
Cemetery. 

j  Mrs.  Taylor  was  educated  at  Trinity  College 
flow  Duke  University),  and  kept  abreast  of  time 
ijy  extensive  travels -joyfully  sharing  these 
Kperiences  of  many  countries  with  her  host  of 
fiends.  Perhaps  the  most  rewarding  travel  that 
Sie  made  was  "the  travel  of  life  in  her  commu- 
ty"  where  the  citizenry  knew  her  as  dedicated 
id  dependable,  and  who  now  share  the  memory 
[  her  influence. 

During  her  years  as  a  member  of  The  Metho- 
Jst  Church  she  faithfully  fulfilled  her  commit- 
ent  to  Christ  and  supported  the  church  with 
r  prayers,  her  presence  and  her  gifts.  The  depth 
her  influence  has  been  felt  in  her  services  as 
lurch  School  Superintendent,  Sunday  School 
icher,  President  of  the  Women's  Society  of 
lristian  Service  and  leader  of  the  then  North- 


ampton Zone  of  Missionary  Societies. 

The  Conway  Woman's  Club  was  her  civic 
interest  where  she  served  as  Chaplain;  the  Kirby 
Music-Literary  Club  claimed  her  as  treasurer  for 
years;  and  hours  of  her  time  were  allotted  as 
Committee-woman  to  Pine  Forest  Rest  Home. 
Fraternally  she  held  office  in  Pendleton  Chapter 
No.  13  Order  of  The  Eastern  Star,  and  annually 
donated  to  the  Masonic  &  Eastern  Star  Home. 

As  this  tribute  is  offered  to  her  memory,  a 
happy  Christian  home  is  remembered  as  one  of 
the  results  of  her  virtuous  and  unselfish  life.  To 
visit  in  her  home  was  an  inspiration  for  daily 
living. 

A  daughter,  Mrs.  Linwood  E.  Ward,  and  three 
grandchildren  of  Conway  survive,  and  a  step- 
daughter, Mrs.  Rockie  Lee  Melvin  of  Raleigh, 
three  brothers,  Charlie  of  Philadelphia,  Howard 
of  Raleigh  and  Frank  Garriss  of  Conway. 

Mrs.  Russell  Johnson 
Conway,  N.C. 


Quality  Church  Windows  lTo\ 


HIGH  POINT 
GLASS  &  DECORATIVE  CO. 

A.  W.  Klemme,  Pres.  &  Mgr. 
Box  101  High  Point,  N.  C. 

Fiberglass  Baptistries  &  Spires 


OPPORTUNITIES 

Five  cents  a  word.  Please  count  your  words 
and  send  remittance  when  sending  your  copy 


FOR  RENT:  Garage  apartment  near  water,  air 
conditioned,  sleeps  six  .  Carl  W.  Dennis,  Box 
1082,  Crescent  Area,  North  A';rtle  Beach,  S.C. 
Phone  803-272-6378. 

FOR  RENT:  Beech  Mountain  Chalet.  Near  "Land 
of  Oz"  and  recreation.  Week  or  weekend. 
919-782-2129. 

FULL-TIME  ORGANIST-CHOIRMASTER, 
male,  available  August  1;  master's  degree,  experi- 
enced. Would  consider  shared  college-church 
position.  Address  Organist,  Box  508,  Greensboro, 
N.C.  27402. 

Announcing  a  new  book  to  read  and  to  give!  For 
the  first  time,  together  in  an  illustrated  booklet 
suitable  for  mailing,  A  COLLECTION  OF 
WRITINGS  by  Carol  Bessent  Hayman.  The  per- 
fect way  to  remember  a  special  friend,  the  sick, 
the  shut-in.  A  treasure  of  her  best  poetry  and 
prose  which  has  appeared  in  the  NORTH  CARO- 
LINA CHRISTIAN  ADVOCATE.  Priced  at  $1.50 
a  copy.  Buy  several  for  gifts.  Write  Mrs.  Hayman 
406,  Carmen  Avenue,  Jacksonville  28540,  or  ask 
for  it  at  your  favorite  bookstore. 
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SEJ  Learning  Center  Offers  New  Approach 


Learning  —  individually,  in  small 
groups,  in  laboratory  situations  or  in 
structured  workshops  —  is  the  new 
approach  to  leadership  development  for 
United  Methodists  of  the  Southeastern 
region  this  summer,  and  hopefully  for 
years  to  come. 

The  first  Southeastern  Jurisdiction 
Learning  Center,  cutting  across  the  lines  of 
all  major  program  boards,  are  scheduled  for 
Aug.  6-19  at  Lake  Junaluska. 

The  Learning  Center  is  meant  to  pro- 
vide training  for  leaders  at  all  levels  of  the 
church  —  local,  district  and  annual  Con- 
ference —  with  a  wide  range  of  possible 
combinations  of  activities  and  personnel 
and  the  opportunity  to  set  one's  own  learn- 
ing goals. 

The  Learning  Center  replaces  a  number 
of  individual  laboratory  schools,  work- 
shops and  conferences  held  in  past  years  in 
such  fields  of  education,  social  concerns, 
worship,  health  and  welfare,  communi- 
cation, evangelism  etc. 

The  sessions  have  been  developed  by  a 
supervisory  team  headed  by  the  Rev. 
William  R.  Brantley,  assistant  program 
director  for  the  Western  North  Carolina 
Conference  in  the  area  of  training,  and  are 
sponsored  by  the  Southeastern  Jurisdic- 
tional Council. 

There  will  be  laboratory  classes  for 
children  and  those  adults  who  work  with 
children  the  first  week  while  laboratory 
classes  for  youth,  adults  and  library  per- 
sons will  be  held  the  second  week. 

Workshops  and  forums  are  scheduled  in 
such  areas  as  organizational  development, 
creative  use  of  conflict,  personal  growth, 
teamwork  skills,  the  "woman"  thing,  wor- 
ship, human  sexuality,  consultant  training, 
change  agent,  role  of  Christian  educators, 
cable  television,  "change  shock"  values  and 
value  systems. 

Also,  population,  changing  perspectives, 
learning  theories,  designing  learning  situa- 
tions, leadership  styles,  local  church  at 


work,  planning,  program  development, 
liturgy  and  media,  health  and  welfare, 
work  with  persons  in  crisis,  minorities,  and 
racism,  drugs,  management,  senior  citizens 
and  numerous  others.  The  total  offerings 
number  100. 

Brochures  and  registrations  forms  are 
available  from  the  Rev.  William  R.  Brant- 
ley, P.O.  Box  749,  Statesville,N.C.  28677, 
or  Dr.  Robert  Lundy,  Southeastern  Juris- 
dictional Office,  Lake  Junaluska,  N.C. 
28745. 

There  are  a  limited  number  of  scholar- 
ships being  offered  by  boards  and  agencies 
of  the  annual  conference.  Applications 
should  be  made  to  the  Rev.  William  R. 
Brantley,  P.O.  Box  749,  Statesville,  N.C. 
28677. 

UM  Program  1 

Boards 
To  Convene 

Sun  Prairie,  Wise.  (UMI)  -  Conveners 
for  the  organizational  meetings  of  thee 
United  Methodist  Church's  four  new  pro- 
gram boards  have  been  announced  here  by 
Bishop  Ralph  T.  Alton,  secretary  of  the 
Council  of  Bishops. 

First  of  the  four  to  organize  will  be  the 
Board  of  Global  Ministries.  Bishop 
Kenneth  W.  Copeland  of  Houston,  Texas, 
will  preside  at  the  opening  of  this  session 
set  for  September  7-1 1  in  New  York. 

Bishop  D.  Frederick  Wertz  of  Charles- 
ton, W.  Va.,  will  call  the  members  of  the 
Board  of  Church  and  Society  togethe] 
October  3  in  Washington,  D.C.  The  sessior 
will  continue  through  October  6. 

Two  of  the  boards  will  meet  Octobe 
3-4  in  Nashville,  Tenn.  Bishop  Paul  W.  Mil 
house   of  Oklahoma  City,  Okla.,  wil 
convene  the  Board  of  Discipleship,  an( 
(Continued  on  page  27) 
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Council  On  Finance  And  Administration  Reorganized 


EVANSTON,  III.  (UMI)  -  A  major  reor- 
ganization of  the  staff  of  the  United 
Methodist  Church's  Council  on  Finance 
and  Administration  (CFA),  including  the 
addition  of  two  new  executives,  has  been 
completed. 

The  changes  are  a  result  of  General 
Conference  action  which  expanded  the 
responsibilities  of  the  former  Council  on 
World  Service  and  Finance  and  gave  it  the 
new  name,  according  to  R.  Bryan  Brawner, 
general  secretary  and  treasurer  of  the 
denomination. 

In  setting  up  its  new  organization,  the 
CFA  elected  as  associate  general  secretaries 
the  Rev.  Ewing  T.  Way  land  and  the  Rev. 
INorman  L.  Conard. 

Dr.  Conard  will  be  in  charge  of  field 
|services  working  with  jurisdictional,  annual 
|and  district  conferences  and  local  churches, 
pe  also  will  head  the  CFA's  convention 
and  transportation  divisions. 

Dr.  Wayland  will  direct  CFA  work  in 
^uch  areas  as  budget  control  of  denomi- 
national agencies,  investment  control, 
central  treasury,  personnel  policies  and 
Communications. 

There  are  two  other  assistant  general 
secretaries  on  the  staff.  Vernon  L.  Sidler  is 
lead  of  data  processing  and  systems  opera- 
Ions.  The  Rev.  John  L.  Schreiber  is  the 
ewly-named  head  of  the  department  of 
1  fecords  and  statistics. 

'    Jason  E.  Robinson  has  been  named 
!  Hrector  of  council  operations  and  office 
lanager. 

Joining  the  staff  this  summer  are 
:i  filbert  A.  Blum,  Glenview,  III.,  and  John 
^  .  Espie,  Minneapolis,  Minn. 

Mr.  Blum,  an  accountant  for  the  past 

THE  VERNON  COMPANY 

PEWS  •  CARPETS 
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three  years  with  the  church's  General 
Board  of  Pensions  here,  will  serve  as  con- 
troller of  the  Council  on  Finance  and 
Administration  (CFA).  Prior  to  joining  the 
Pensions  staff,  he  worked  25  years  in  a 
Cicero,  111.,  business  firm. 

Mr.  Espie,  director  of  stewardship  and 
lay  life  and  work  on  the  Minnesota  Annual 
Conference  program  staff,  has  been  named 
assistant  general  secretary  with  responsi- 
bilities for  legal,  insurance  and  property 
management  services.  A  native  of  Louis- 
ville, Ky.,  he  spent  18  years  with  an  adver- 
tising firm  in  St.  Paul,  Minn.,  before  taking 
the  Minnesota  Conference  post  in  1965. 

BOARDS  TO  CONVENE 

(Continued  from  page  28) 

Bishop  H.  Ellis  Finger,  Jr.,  Nashville,  will 
preside  at  the  Board  of  Higher  Education 
and  Ministry  organization. 

Organizational  meetings  for  other 
general  agencies  of  the  church  will  be  held 
during  coming  months.  The  Board  of  Pen- 
sions will  meet  December  6-7  in  Chicago, 
111.  The  new  Council  on  Finance  and 
Administration  has  already  completed  its 
organization. 
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CAROLINA 
BRIEFS 


Rev.  C.  Edward  Roy,  chaplain  at  Bre- 
vard College,  has  been  appointed  president 
of  the  Transylvania  County  United  Fund 
for  the  year  1972-73. 


Rev.  and  Mrs.  Clyde  Owen  Newell  of 
Charlotte  celebrated  their  fiftieth  wedding 
anniversary  on  Sunday,  July  9.  A  reception 
was  held  in  the  Fellowship  Hall  of  Memo- 
rial UM  Church  in  Charlotte  from  three 
until  five  in  the  afternoon.  The  Rev.  Mr. 
Newell  is  a  retired  minister  in  the  WNC 
Conference. 


Mary  Elizabeth  Raper  of  Asheville,  a 
student  at  Southern  Methodist  University's 
Perkins  School  of  Theology,  is  among  30 
women  to  receive  national  United  Meth- 
odist grants  for  pursuit  of  theological 
education.  She  is  recipient  of  a  grant  from 
the  Laskey  Fund,  which  was  established  in 
1968  by  the  Women's  Division  of  the 
Board  of  Missions.  Miss  Raper  was  or- 
dained a  deacon  by  the  WNC  Conference  at 
Lake  Junaluska  in  June. 

Appointment 

Changes 

Bishop  Earl  G.  Hunt,  Jr.,  has  authorized 
the  appointment  of  Rev.  Michael  Anderson 
to  the  Marshall  Charge,  Marshall,  N.C. 
effective  July  1,  1972.  Rev.  Mr.  Anderson 
will  be  living  at  587  Haywood  Rd.,  Ashe- 
ville, 28806.  In  addition  to  his  duties  on 
the  Marshall  Charge,  he  also  works  with  the 
Asheville  Buncombe  Cooperative  Ministry. 

J.  Clay  Madison,  Supt. 
Asheville  District 


Bishop  Earl  G.  Hunt,  Jr.,  has  authorized 
the  following  changes  in  appointment: 

Howard  C.  Wilkinson  from  Chaplain, 
Duke  University  (Shelby:  Central  CC)  to 
President,  Greensboro  College  (Green- 
sboro: West  Market  Street  CC)  effective 
July  1. 

Walter  E.  Hudgins  from  Associate  Pro- 
fessor of  Religion  and  Philosophy,  Greens- 
boro College  (High  Point:  Wesley  Memorial 
CC)  to  Associate  Professor  of  Philosophy, 
Wofford  College,  Spartanburg,  S.C. 
(Greensboro:  Christ  CC)  effective  Septem- 
ber 1. 

The  following  correction  is  made  in  a 
previous  appointment: 

Steven  L.  Hicks  (LP)  to  be  Drug  Abuse 
Consultant,  Greensboro  Urban  Ministry 
(Greensboro:  Grace  CC) 

The  following  changes  in  charge  con- 
ference relationships  have  been  effected: 

A.  James  Clemmer,  Disability  Leave, 
from  Moriah  CC  to  Charlotte:  St.  Lukes 
CC,  Charlotte  District 

James  Lee  Powell,  graduate  student, 
North  Carolina  State  University,  from  i 
Sedge  Garden  CC,  Winston-Salem  -  Forsyth 
District,  to  Greensboro:  Proximity  CC. 

Orion  N.  Hutchinson,  Jr. 
District  Superintendent 
Greensboro  District 

Bishop  Earl  G.  Hunt,  Jr.,  Charlotte 
Area,  Western  N.C.  Conference  authorizes 
the  following  appointments  in  the  Winston  i 
Salem  Northeast  District,  effective  August: 
1,   1972:   Huntsville  Circuit,  The  Rev. 
Robert  C.  Bogan,  (LP),  Rt.  No.  3,  Box  i 
199,  Madison,  N.C.  27025.  The  Surry  Cir-  j 
cuit,  The  Rev.  Jack  L.  Thornton  (LP),  518  j 
Rockford  St.,  Mt.  Airy,  N.C.  27030. 

John  H.  Carper,  District  Supt. 
Winston-Salem  Northeast  District 
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As  One  Stays 
(Continued  from  page  7) 

happy  and  fruitful  stay  among  the  United 
Methodists  of  eastern  North  Carolina.  He 
will  bring  to  them  the  record  of  an  out- 
standing lifetime  ministry  in  the  pastorate, 
where  he  has  distinguished  himself  as  a 
preacher,  administrator,  pastor  and  coun- 
selor. His  gifts  and  qualities  will  serve  well 
the  needs  of  the  NC  Conference  in  the 
years  ahead.  We  greet  him  with  warm  good 
will  and  offer  him  our  best  resources  of 
mind  and  spirit. 


SEJ  Elects  Bishops 
(Continued  from  page  91 

first  time  in  this  country  an  Asian- 
American,  the  Rev.  Wilbur  W.  Choy  of 
Berkeley,  Calif.  The  South  Central  elected 
its  first  black  this  year. 

Another  concern  in  episcopal  elections 
brought  before  the  delegates  here  was  that 
of  election  of  a  woman. 

Miss  Peggy  Billings,  a  staff  member  of 
the  Board  of  Missions  from  Mississippi, 
received  40  votes  on  the  first  ballot,  even 


though  Bishop  James  W.  Henley  of  Lake- 
land, Fla.,  who  was  presiding  at  the  time, 
said  that  lay  persons  are  not  eligible  for 
election.  Miss  Billings'  reported  votes  con- 
tinued through  the  third  ballot. 

Later  in  the  sessions,  the  delegates 
adopted  an  action  asking  the  church's 
Judicial  Council  to  rule  on  whether  lay  per- 
sons were  eligible  for  such  an  election.  The 
North  Central  Jurisdiction  earlier  in  the 
week  had  taken  a  similar  action. 

The  six  bishops  elected  here  were  a 
record  number  for  the  Southeastern  Juris- 
diction. As  a  whole,  the  denomination 
chose  19  new  leaders  at  the  five  jurisdic- 
tional meetings. 

Stepping  down  here  were  Bishops  Roy 
H.  Short,  Louisville,  Ky.,  retiring  after  24 
years;  John  Owen  Smith,  Atlanta,  Ga.,  Paul 
Hardin,  Jr.,  Columbia,  S.C.,  and  James  W. 
Henley,  Lakeland,  Fla.,  each  with  12  years 
episcopal  service;  and  Edward  J.  Pender- 
grass,  Jackson,  Miss.,  with  8  years.  Bishop 
Paul  M.  Herrick,  Dayton,  Ohio,  retired  in 
1970  from  the  Richmond  (Va.)  Area  after 
12  years  as  a  bishop. 

Bishop  Short  was  liturgist  for  the  con- 
secration service  in  Stuart  Auditorium  on 
the  edge  of  this  tradition-cloaked  lake. 
Bishop  Hardin  gave  the  sermon. 
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PRAYERS  BEFORE  BALLOTS 


Immediately  prior  to  casting  their  ballots  for  the  election  of  bishops  at  the  Southeastern 
Jurisdictional  Conference  at  Lake  Junaluska,  the  delegates  were  led  in  a  prayer.  Here  are 
three  such  prayers  which  were  offered. 

Eternal  God,  our  Father,  we  bless  Thy  Name  for  the  gift  of  this  day  and  for  the  privi- 
lege in  it  of  casting  ballots  for  episcopal  leaders  in  the  United  Methodist  Church.  We  pray 
now  that  every  delegate  to  this  Conference  when  he  writes  a  name  will  be  saying  to  Thee, 
"I'd  like  to  have  this  person  for  my  Bishop."  Remind  every  delegate  as  he  writes  a  name 
to  say  to  Thee,  "I  would  be  proud  to  have  this  person  be  a  General  Superintendent  in  the 
whole  of  the  United  Methodist  Church."  We  are  all  almost  overwhelmed  with  the  awesome 
responsibility  of  leadership.  Remind  us  that  this  responsibility  is  exceeded  only  by  that 
which  is  held  by  those  chosen  leaders.  Grant  that  this  prayer  and  our  ballots  may  be  of- 
fered to  thee.  In  Jesus'  Name.  Amen. 


0  God,  thou  knowest  the  concerns  of  all  these  people,  but  better  than  we  know,  thou 
knowest  the  needs  of  thy  church.  Let  thy  spirit  descend  among  us.  Give  us  wisdom  to 
vote  as  thou  wouldst  have  us  vote,  and  grant  that  those  elected  may  have  been  thy  choice. 
And  if  we  make  a  mistake  in  anything  that  we  do,  correct  that  mistake  by  thine  over- 
powering grace.  Guide  us  now  as  we  vote  on  two  persons  for  the  episcopacy.  For  Jesus' 
sake.  Amen. 


O,  Lord,  we  have  been  beseeching  thy  wisdom  -  we  have  no  doubt  in  our  heart  but 
that  Thou  art  concerned  with  Thy  work.  In  some  way  we  believe  Thou  are  trying  to  break 
through  to  us,  to  our  better  judgment,  and  so  keep  on  nudging  and  goading  us  we  pray 
and  making  us  sensitive  to  Thy  will,  whatever  it  is.  We  are  not  just  concerned  to  get  the 
most  able  men  in  the  bishopric.  We  don't  want  to  disturb  those  if  leaving  their  present 
position  would  disturb  Thy  kingdom's  cause,  so,  Lord,  balance  our  judgment.  Give  us  in- 
tegrity, devotion,  wisdom,  for  we  pray  it  in  the  name  and  for  the  sake  of  Jesus  Christ  and 
His  cause.  Amen. 


(Bishop  H.  Ellis  Finger) 


(Bishop  William  R.  Cannon) 


(Bishop  Paul  Herrick) 
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Chosen  members  of  the  North  Carolina  Conference  Committee  on  Youth  Ministry  at  the 
recent  U.M.Y.F.  Annual  Conference  Session  at  Methodist  College  are,  left  to  right,  treas- 
urer, Amy  Leggett,  Jarvis  Memorial  Church,  Greenville;  vice  president,  Ricky  Morgan, 
Parkers  Church,  Corapeake;  president,  David  Broadwell,  Haymount  Church,  Fayetteville; 
legislative  affairs,  Dennis  Barwick,  Webb  Chapel  Church,  Kinston,  and,  secretary,  Holly 
Ludwick,  University  Church,  Chapel  Hill.  Members-at-large  are  Sue  Albright,  Hebron 
Church,  Mebane;  Larry  Johnson,  John  Wesley  Church,  Fayetteville;  Vickie  Jones,  Galilee 
Church,  Laurinburg;  Margaret  Kirk,  First  Church,  Mount  Gilead;  David  Kornegay,  Wood- 
land Church,  Kenansville  Circuit,  Albertson;  Karen  Lowry,  Prospect  Church,  Pembroke, 
and  Laura  Moore,  St.  Mark,  Kinston. 
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Calendar  of  Coming  Events 

MEETINGS  OF  WIDER  INTEREST 

Aug.    29-Sept.  1  Executive  Comm.,  World  Methodist  Council,  Bristol,  England 

7-  1 1  Organizational  Meeting,  Board  of  Missions,  New  York,  N.Y. 

8-  9  Organizational  Meeting,  General  Board  of  the  Laity,  Chicago,  111. 
12-14  Organizational  Meeting,  Program  Council,  Dayton,  Ohio 

1 8-  19  UMCOR  Fall  Meeting 

1 9-  20  Council  of  Bishops,  Cleveland,  Ohio 

19-22  District  Superintendents/Program  Directors  Consultation,  Cleveland-Sheraton, 

Cleveland,  Ohio 

28-Oct.3       Seminar  for  Prospective  Lab.  Leaders,  Birmingham,  Ala. 


LAKE  JUNALUSKA  ASSEMBLY 

6-18  Learning  Center  and  Laboratory  School 

10-13  SEJ  Worship  Conference 

13-  18  Candler  Camp  Meeting  &  Evangelism  Conference 

14-  17  Church  Business  Managers 
18-20  WNC  Laymen's  Conference 
21-25  National  Leadership  Institute  for  Evangelism 
28-31  Methodist  Bishops  Orientation 

Aug.  31 -Sept.  5  Dept.  Field  Service  &  Finance-Board  of  Missions 


NORTH  CAROLINA  CONFERENCE 

Aug.  8-11  Summer  R  and  R,  Week  Session,  Methodist  College,  Fayetteville 

Aug.  11-13  Summer  R  and  R,  Weekend  Session,  Methodist  College,  Favettp.viiip 

Aug.  28  Fayetteville  District  Council  on  Ministries,  9:30  a.m. 

Aug.  29  Durham  District  Council  on  Ministries,  Aldersgate  Church,  Durham,  7:30  p.m. 

t  Aug.  29  Elizabeth  City  District  Council  on  Ministries 

j  Aug.  29  Goldsboro  District  Council  on  Ministries,  Wayne  Motel 

j  Aug.  29  New  Bern  District  Council  on  Ministries,  5  p.m. 

Aug.  30  Raleigh  District  Council  on  Ministries,  Methodist  Bldg.,  9:30  p.m. 

\  Aug.  30  Rockingham  District  Council  on  Ministries 

\  Aug.  31  Rocky  Mount  District  Council  on  Ministries 

Aug.  31  Sanford  District  Council  on  Ministries,  10  a.m. 

Aug.  31  Wilmington  District  Council  on  Ministries,  7:30  p.m. 

Sept.  1  Burlington  District  Council  on  Ministries,  Front  St.  Church,  7:30  p.m. 

Sept.  1  .Greenville  District  Council  on  Ministries,  10  a.m. 

Sept.  5-6  Retreat  for  District  Evangelism  Work  Area  Chairmen  and  key  lay  leaders  in 

Evangelism,  Methodist  Bldg. 

Sept.  7  Rockingham  District  Pastors  Meeting,  Lumberton,  Chestnut  St.,  10  a.m. 

Sept.  7  Executive  Committee,  Division  of  Missions,  Methodist  Bldg.,  9:30  a.m. 

Sept.  7  Raleigh  Sub-District  Planning  Consultation  to  Small  Membership  Churches,  Warren 

Circuit;  Providence  Church,  7:30  p.m. 

WESTERN  NORTH  CAROLINA  CONFERENCE 

Young  Adult  Wilderness  Hike-Great  Smoky  Mountains  National  Park 
Family  Hike-Great  Smoky  Mtns.  National  Park 
Middle/Older  Adult  Hike,  Great  Smoky  Mtns.  National  Park 
North  Wilkesboro  District  Ministers' 

Mtg.,  First  Church,  North  Wilkesboro,  10:30  a.m. 
Executive  Board  of  Health  and  Welfare  Ministries,  Wesley  Nursing  Center 
Charlotte  District  Superintendent's  Convocation  on  Christian  Mission 
Church  in  Mission  Conference,  Camp  Carolwood 

General  Board  of  Health  and  Welfare  Ministries,  Wesley  Nursing  Center,  Charlotte 


Aug. 

13-18 

Aug. 

24-27 

Sept. 

1-4 

Sept. 

5 

Sept. 

15 

Sept. 

15-17 

Sept. 

25-27 

Sept. 

29 
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by 

Billy  M.  Carden 


There  is  today  a  growing  concern  about 
what  people  are  doing  with  this  world.  At 
an  accelerating  rate  we  are  polluting  the 
environment  in  which  we  live.  Should  this 
be  of  concern  to  Christians?  Can  we  as 
Christians  do  anything  about  the  environ- 
mental mess  in  which  we  find  ourselves? 

Let  us  together  seek  the  answers  to 
three  simple  questions:  What  is  the  envi- 
ronmental crisis  of  our  day?  Why  should 
we  conserve  natural  resources  and  clean  up 
our  environment?  And  how  shall  we  go 
about  the  Task? 

WHAT  IS  THE  CRISIS? 

To  begin  with  the  "What"?  let  us  con- 
sider four  areas:  air  pollution,  land  pollu- 
tion, water  pollution,  and  noise  pollution. 
Here  are  the  facts  about  air  pollution:  Ac- 
cording to  the  U.S.  Environmental  Pro- 
tection Agency,  we  pollute  our  air  with 
over  200  million  tons  of  manmade  waste 
products  or  "aerial  garbage"  each  year. 
Estimates  show  that  51  per  cent  of  the 
pollutants  come  from  transportation 
sources,  16  per  cent  from  fuel  combustion, 
15  per  cent  from  industrial  processes,  4  per 
cent  from  solid  waste  disposal  practices, 
and  14  per  cent  from  forest  fires  and  mis- 
cellaneous sources.  This  dirty  air  costs  us 
$16  billion  per  year,  or  about  $80.00  for 
each  person  in  the  United  States.  It  ruins 
crops,  flowers,  vegetation,  and  makes  paint 
peel  and  discolor.  It  adds  to  house  and 
clothes  cleaning  bills  and  kills  cattle  and 
destroys  feed.  This  polluted  air  rusts  iron, 
tarnishes  silver,  cracks  tires,  wastes  fuels  in 
power  plants.  And  it  blocks  out  the  sun, 
causing  higher  lighting  bills. 

Worst  of  all,  dirty  air  is  shortening  our 

The  Rev.  Mr.  Carden  is  minister  of  St.  Paul 
UM  Church,  Durham. 
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lives.  Every  breath  of  polluted  air  contri 
butes  to  respiratory  disease  and  prematun 
death.  It  is  a  major  factor  in  emphysema 
causes  bronchitis,  and  it  can  lead  to  luni| 
cancer. 

Yes,  air  pollution  is  one  of  America' 
great  problems  and  it  bids  fair  to  get  worse; 
The  number  of  automobiles  is  increasing 
twice  as  fast  as  the  population.  The  use  del 
electric  power  will  increase  5  times  by  thh: 
year  2000,  and  more  people  means  mor>: 
waste  to  burn. 

Now,  look  at  our  land  problems.  It  his 
been  estimated  that  from  Colonial  Da>  5] 
until  the  end  of  the  Dust  Bowl  in  the  '30  a 
the  average  depth  of  topsoil  in  this  countr  1 
was  reduced  by  one-half.  This  lost  soil  n(  tj 
only  grew  no  crops,  but  clogged  river 
choked  plants,  polluted  water  supplies  an  i 
killed  great  quantities  of  fish.  Even  wit  i 
the   great   improvements  which  cmi 
through  the  years  with  new  machines,  i: 
secticides,  fertilizers,  and  cultivation,  mo 
recent  figures  are  alarming.  Recent  studi  : 
show  that  we  are  still  losing  topsoil  at  iU 
rate  of  12,500  forty  acre  farms  each  yes 

In  an  address  to  the  National  Associ  i 
tion  of  Homebuilders  in  January,  Willia  i 
D.  Ruckelshaus,  Administrator  of  the  E  i 
vironmental  Protection  Agency,  said:  "V  i 
are  developing  precious  farm  acreage  th  i 
should  be  reserved  for  food  production  ]  i 
ter  on  ...  We  have  wandered  far  from  ti 
biological  roots  of  life,  far  from  the  se  f 
discipline  of  the  founding  fathers,  far  fro  i 
the  simple  virtues  of  the  agrarian  past." 

In  addition  to  this  loss,  notice  the  blig  i 
on  our  highways  and  countryside  by  g; 
bage  and  junk.  Our  streets  and  walks  ai 
countrysides  are  littered  with  every  kind  ) 
mess  imaginable.  By  1980,  it  is  estimat 
that  waste  collection  in   America  v 


mount  to  over  340  million  tons  per  year, 
r  8  pounds  per  person  daily. 

What  about  water  pollution?  There's 
;arcely  a  stream  left  which  doesn't  bear 
Dme  mark  of  man's  abuse— waste  materials 
•om  farm,  factory,  and  home.  Flat  River, 
ittle  River,  Eno  River  and  Neuse  River— 
lose  in  our  own  area  receive  pollutants 
:om  man  and  nature.  Sewage  and  waste 
om  industries,  fertilizer,  pesticide  run- 
ffs  from  fields  and  forests,  oil  spills  and 
ff-shore  drilling,  acids  from  mining  opera- 
ons,  debris  from  city  streets  and  heated 
'ater  from  power  projects— these  are 
mong  the  wastes  being  dumped  into  our 
raters  every  day. 

Furthermore,  the  water  table  in  this 
ountry  is  being  lowered  continually.  We 
re  pumping  out  our  subterranean  reserves 
t  twice  the  rate  we  allow  rainfall  to  perco- 
ite  down  through  the  soil.  Obviously,  this 
mst  cease.  And  as  the  population  in- 

eases  the  demand  for  more  water  will 

ow. 

Recently  I  saw  a  pamphlet  with  these 
^adlines:  "Noise— Unwanted  By-Product 

Modern  Life."  The  most  obvious  noise 
oducers,  of  course,  are  planes,  cars, 

cks,  motorcycles,  power  mowers,  and 
nstruction  equipment.  People   in  the 

re  congested  areas  of  America  already 
iky  have  developed  severe  hearing  impair- 
ljpnt,  and  the  problem  is  spilling  over  into 
tfe  suburbs.  Noise  not  only  damages  hear- 
ijg,  it  interferes  with  communication, 
cises  stress  and  generally  destroys  the 
fcplity  of  life. 

[  Here,  then  is  the  "What?"  of  our  envi- 
jrijimental  crisis.  Granted,  it  is  not  a  very 
Mit  picture.  Nevertheless,  we  are  not 
jrody  to  predict  doomsday.  More  and  more 
Pi>ple,  especially  our  youth,  are  giving 
fm\  thought  to  the  meaning  of  life.  Our 
y sing  people  are  questioning  worn-out 
d<  trines  and  in  thousands  of  variations 
Mf  are  echoing  the  words  of  the  poet: 

'ijfe  is  real!  Life  is  earnest! 

\  1  the  grave  is  not  its  goal; 
,Wt  thou  art,  to  dust  returnest, 


not  spoken  of  the  soul, 


(Longfellow) 


No,  for  all  our  environmental  sins  of 
omission  and  commission,  we  are  not  ready 
to  throw  up  our  hands  in  despair.  Signs  of 
hope  are  emerging!  Government,  industry, 
church  bodies,  business  and  professional 
groups,  and  individuals  are  covenanting 
together— seeking  to  devise  a  better  rela- 
tionship between  "the  earth,  the  fullness 
thereof,  the  world  and  those  who  dwell 
therein." 

WHY  CONSERVE? 

This  leads  us  now  to  answering  our 
second  question  "Why?"  should  we  con- 
serve, control,  and  clean  up  our  environ- 
ment? Some  people  will  answer  by  saying, 
as  always,  "Why,  that's  the  government's 
job.  Let  the  government  clean  up  our  envi- 
ronment." And  others  will  say,  "let  the 
scientists  get  us  out  of  this  mess." 

Care  of  our  environment  is  not  just  a 
political  and  scientific  issue.  It  is  every- 
one's job.  It  is  a  fundamental  ethical  con- 
sideration. It  is  personal  and  spiritual.  It  is 
between  you  and  God.  "The  earth  is  the 
Lord's  and  the  fullness  thereof,  the  world 
and  those  who  dwell  therein."  The  Word  of 
God  calls  us  back  to  our  elementary  doc- 
trine of  Creation  and  reminds  us  that  we 
are  stewards  of  God's  Good  Creation. 

A  man  who  had  rented  a  home  for  sev- 
eral years  made  this  statement  after  the 
tenants  were  asked  to  move.  He  said, 
"They  seemed  like  nice  people— the  kind  of 
people  you  could  trust,"  and  he  didn't  be- 
lieve reports  which  came  to  him  telling 
about  tearing  out  screens,  removing  locks 
from  doors,  and  scarring  the  walls  and 
floors.  He  wouldn't  believe  it  until  he  saw 
for  himself.  Then  he  said,  "Why  those  peo- 
ple acted  as  if  they  owned  the  place!" 

In  the  last  analysis,  we  do  not  own  a 
thing;  God  owns  all.  Jesus  told  many  para- 
bles dealing  with  ownership,  with  steward- 
ship. And  he  left  no  doubt  in  the  minds  of 
his  hearers  that  stewardship  covers  all  of 
life.  In  the  Parable  of  the  Dishonest  Ste- 
ward, our  Lord  makes  it  perfectly  clear 
that  God  has  never  relinquished  His  claim 
and  that  we  are  only  stewards.  And  one 
day  we  must  stand  before  the  Great  White 
(Continued  on  page  21) 


August  10,   1972  5 


EDITORIALS 

WHAT  ABOUT  THE  JURISDICTIONAL 
CONFERENCES  ? 


What  about  the  Jurisdictional  Confer- 
ence? Is  it  an  asset  or  a  liability?  Is  it  really 
needed?  Does  it  occupy  a  significant  place 
in  the  structure  of  the  United  Methodist 
Church,  or  is  it  an  anachronism  in  today's 
church? 

The  idea  persists  in  some  quarters  of  the 
church  that  the  Jurisdictional  Conference 
ought  to  be  done  away  with;  or  at  least 
that  its  function  should  be  reduced  to  the 
election  of  bishops  and  nothing  more. 

The  five  jurisdictional  (or  regional) 
conferences  of  the  United  Methodist 
Church  at  present  are  in  widely  divergent 
states  of  vitality.  Two  or  three  have  almost 
no  continuing  existence  —  between  qua- 
drennial sessions.  They  offer  no  program  to 
speak  of,  and  have  no  staff  as  such.  This 
condition  exists  with  them  by  choice.  It 
exists  because  the  annual  conferences 
involved  do  not  see  any  real  need  to  have  a 
programming  agency  on  the  regional  level. 

The  annual  conferences  of  the  South- 
eastern Jurisdiction  have  from  the  begin- 
ning taken  the  position  that  the  jurisdic- 
tional conference  is  not  a  nonentity  to  be 
tolerated  but  a  structure  to  be  utilized  to 
the  fullest  extent  possible.  In  pursuance  of 
this  policy  a  jurisdictional  office  was  set  up 
in  Atlanta,  and  the  Lake  Junaluska 
Assembly  was  accepted  as  a  "summer 
capital"  to  be  used  for  worship,  training, 
fellowship  and  recreation. 

It  would  be  difficult  to  exaggerate  the 
significance  of  Lake  Junaluska  Assembly  in 
the  development  of  a  strong  Southeastern 
Jurisdictional  Conference.  Located  in  a 
breathtakingly  beautiful  setting,  it  is  cen- 
trally situated  for  the  southeastern  region, 
with  good  access  highways.  Like  a  magnet 
pulling  steel  filings  from  all  directions,  it 
draws  to  itself  a  host  of  ministers  and  lay- 
men every  summer  and  increasingly  at 
other  seasons.  They  come  together  for 
study  and  worhsip.  They  get  to  know  one 


another,  to  exchange  ideas,  to  discuss 
mutual  problems;  and  in  the  process,  they 
strengthen  the  jurisdictional  ties,  and  make 
of  the  jurisdiction  an  effective  functioning 
unit  of  the  church. 

The  administration  of  the  jurisdictional 
office  in  Atlanta  has  from  the  beginning 
been  of  high  order.  Some  of  the  ablest  per- 
sons within  the  jurisdiction  have  been 
selected  for  executive  responsibility  ini 
connection  with  its  operation.  The  annual 
conferences  have  selected  their  top  leaders  : 
to  represent  them  on  the  Jurisdictional ii 
Council  and  on  its  subordinate  agencies. 

We  believe  that  in  the  southeast,  the. 
jurisdictional  set-up  has  been  of  immense 
benefit.  Without  Lake  Junaluska  the  story 
might  have  been  vastly  different.  Juris- 
dictions which  have  no  such  focal  center, 
or  which  have  not  been  able  to  utilize  such 
a  center  in  quite  the  same  way,  under- 
standably have  a  different  story  to  tell. 

Those  who  view  the  significance  of  thf 
Lake  Junaluska  Assembly  as  we  hav< 
sought  to  interpret  it  will  favor  whole 
he  arte  dry  the  proposed  plan  to  raise 
million  during  the  next  quadrennium  t< 
improve  the  facilities  there  and  make  i  I 
even  more  useful  to  the  jurisdiction.  j 
will  be  hearing  much  more  about  plans  fo 
this  as  they  develop.  The  Southeaster- 
Jurisdiction  is  composed  of  just  over  j 
rnillion  members.  A  dollar  a  member  raise  I 
over  the  four-year  period  would  seem  to  b j 
a   small  price  to  pay  for  the  servic; 
Junaluska  renders. 

We  Are  Closer 
Than  We  Think 

Many  pleas  for  greater  unity  among  tt ' 
denominations  begin  with  an  outraged  ti  • 
ade  against  the  dividedness  of  Christei  • 
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dom.  Our  separate  church  structures  are 
pointed  up  as  a  horrible  example  of  what 
we  ought  not  to  be.  The  fact  that  all  of  us 
do  not  belong  to  the  same  church  body  — 
organizationally  speaking  —  is  used  as 
proof  positive  that  we  are  sinning  against 
Christ's  prayer  and  purpose  that  we  should 
all  be  one.  (John  17:21) 

But  when  we  get  away  from  a  hang-up 
on  structural  unity  (which  some  seem  to 
make  synonymous  with  ecumenicity)  we 
begin  to  realize  that  Christians  in  separated 
organizations  are  much  closer  together 
than  we  may  once  have  realized. 

As  an  editor  we  have  the  opportunity  to 
read  a  good  many  publications  from  other 
denominations  and  from  other  parts  of  the 
world.  It  is  interesting  how  much  similarity 
there  is  in  the  faith  and  perspective  of 
Christians  who  belong  to  different  church 
connections.  There  is  much  more  oneness 
of  spirit,  much  more  unity  in  doctrine, 
|  than  the  average  church  member  realizes. 

The  reason  for  this  should  be  obvious, 
tff  there  is  one  God  and  Father  of  us  all,  if 
,one  Lord  and  Saviour,  and  if  we  all  receive 
the  ministries  of  one  Holy  Spirit,  then  why 
should  we  not  all  be  much  alike?  God's 
isaints  of  every  age  and  creed  and  race  poss- 
ess a  remarkable  similarity.  Beyond  the 
^individual  idiosyncrasies,  deeper  than  the 
jstamp  of  a  particular  culture,  more  relevant 
,then  the  incidence  of  race,  are  the  marks  of 
the  Lord  Jesus  Christ. 

;    We  are,  therefore,  constrained  to  de- 
flare  that  the  greatest  divisive  force  in 
Christendom  is  not  the  several  organiza- 
tional structures  which  stand  between  us. 
father  it  is  the  spirit  of  anti-Christ,  the 
rule  of  hate  and  greed  among  men,  the  put- 
jing  of  the  love  of  this  world  above  the 
pve  of  God.  It  is  the  lack  of  total  commit- 
ment to  God  through  Christ.  It  is  the  fail- 
re  to  give  God  our  full  obedience,  the 
efusal  to  practice  the  golden  rule.  Due  to 
lese  inner  conditions  of  self-will,  of  pride, 
f  greed,  there  are  all  sorts  of  manifesta- 
ons  of  strife  and  disharmony.  The  great 
lusion  of  some  ecumenists  today  is  the 
lea  that  through  the  rather  mechanical 
Jrocess  of  eliminating  structural  divisions 


we  can  gain  true  harmony  and  real  unity. 

We  are  not,  however,  against  the  merger 
of  church  denominations,  especially  when 
they  bear  unusual  similarities.  Our  approval 
of  such,  though,  is  mainly  based  upon  prag- 
matic grounds  rather  than  upon  theological 
considerations.  When  the  biblical  writers 
were  talking  about  "oneness"  and  "unity" 
they  were  usually  not  thinking  of  the  same 
things  as  some  modern  promoters  of  the 
ecumenical  movement. 

There  is  no  doubt  that  our  ecumenical 
structures  need  to  be  strengthened.  In  the 
areas  of  social  concerns,  of  evangelism,  of 
Christian  education,  of  missions,  there  is 
no  reason  why  we  should  not  have  much 
more  cooperation  and  joint  action  than  is 
now  the  case.  Even  without  a  great  surge  of 
church  mergers  there  has  been,  during  the 
last  decade,  a  remarkable  growth  in  co- 
operative planning  and  action  among  the 
top  agencies  of  the  several  denominations. 

Where  such  efforts  will  save  money  and 
eliminate  duplications  we  are  for  them  — 
just  so  they  don't  stifle  individual  initiative 
and  a  wholesome  diversity.  Any  student  of 
church  history  should  quickly  discover  that 
God  has  more  than  one  way  of  doing 
things;  that  missionaires,  educators,  and 
social  workers  should  be  more  than  pup- 
pets who  act  or  react  only  as  someone  pulls 
the  string  at  some  master  station.  Neverthe- 
less it  is  still  true  that  more  can  be  done  by 
joint  planning  and  cooperative  action  than 
by  many  who  go  their  separate  ways. 

Truly,  we  Christians  are  closer  to  one 
another  than  we  think.  It  is  good  to  know 
that  many  Roman  Catholics  have  basically 
the  same  experiences  and  aspirations  as 
many  Protestants;  that  all  who  love  Christ 
and  are  committed  to  His  ways  do  indeed 
speak  and  understand  a  common  language. 
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Gallaway  Heads 
Evangelism  Board 


NASHVILLE,  Tenn.  (UMI)-The  Rev. 
Dr.  Ira  Gallaway,  Fort  Worth,  Texas,  has 
been  elected  General  Secretary  of  the 
United  Methodist  Board  of  Evangelism, 
with  headquarters  here.  The  appointment, 
effective  August  1,  was  made  jointly  by 
Bishop  W.  McFerrin  Stowe  of  the  Dallas- 
Fort  Worth  Area  and  Bishop  Roy  C. 
Nichols,  Pittsburgh,  Pa.,  chairman  of  the 
board's  executive  committee. 

Superintendent  of  the  Fort  Worth  East 
District,  Central  Texas  Conference,  Dr. 
Gallaway  has  recently  concluded  a  four- 
year  term  as  president  of  the  United  Meth- 
odist Council  of  Evangelism,  an  auxiliary 
of  the  evangelism  board. 

Dr.  Gallaway  succeeds  Dr.  Joseph  H. 
Yeakel  who  was  elected  a  bishop  July  1 1 
and  assigned  to  the  Syracuse  (New  York) 
Area. 

On  January  1,  1973  the  Board  of  Evan- 
gelism will  unite  with  several  other  church 
agencies  to  form  a  new  Board  of  Disciple- 
ship  as  directed  by  recent  General  Confer- 
ence Action. 
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Dr.  Gallaway  was  a  congressman's  assis- 
tant, a  county  judge,  an  unsuccessful 
candidate  for  congress  and  an  oil  company 
executive  prior  to  entering  the  ministry  in 
1956.  Active  in  Texas  politics,  he  was 
selected  as  one  of  Texas'  "Five  Outstand- 
ing Young  Men"  in  1952  by  the  Junior 
Chamber  of  Commerce.  He  is  a  Phi  Beta 
Kappa  graduate  of  the  University  of  Texas, 
Austin;  holds  a  Master  of  Theology  degree 
from  Perkins  School  of  Theology,  Dallas; 
and  received  the  D.D.  degree  from  Asbury 
Seminary,  Wilmore,  Kentucky. 

New  NCC 
District  Meets 

An  historic  first  meeting  of  the  new 
Rockingham  District  was  convened  Sun- 
day, July  23,  at  Laurel  Hill  UM  Church, 
with  265  ministers  and  laymen  represent- 
ing all  82  churches  in  Richmond,  Scotland 
and  Robeson  counties  attending.  The 
Rockingham  District  was  created  at  then 
recent  session  of  the  North  Carolina  An- 
nual Conference. 

Dr.  J.V.  Early,  district  superintendent 
conducted  the  special  organizational  m?et 
ing.  Rev.  John  White,  Hamlet,  was  electee 
secretary  of  the  district.  A  $21,375  Distric 
Work-Fund  Budget  was  adopted  and  th 
following  District  trustees  were  elected 
Milford  F.  Grantham,  Rockingham,  chaii 
man;  Charles  Wentz,  Laurinburg,  vice-chaii  • 
man;  Herbert  Nelson,  Laurinburg;  W.I. 
Scarborough,   Lumberton;  Mrs.  A.N. 
Covington,  Rockingham,  and  L.H.  Oxei  - 
dine,  Pembroke. 

The  program  for  the  coming  year  w;  s 
outlined  briefly  by  several  members  of  tl  s 
District  Council  on  Ministries.  Methodis  J 
of  this  area  plan  to  cooperate  in  the  "K( ) 
73"  evangelism  program  that  is  national  j 
supported  by  133  denominations  ai  < 
groups  of  Christians.  The  first  part  of  tl  L 
comes  in  September. 

Dr.  Early  told  the  gathering  that  "t  i 
eyes  of  N.C.  Methodists  are  upon  you"  i 
this  new  district.  He   emphasized  tl  a 


"reaching  people  and  changing  lives  is  our 
real,  primary  purpose."  The  district  goal  is 
1000  new  members  this  year.  Dr.  Early's 
Sanford  District  achieved  its  goal  for  new 
members  last  year,  so  this  new  goal  is  a 
calculated  objective  Methodists  will  be 
working  toward. 

Samuel  H.  Brown 


Jirl  &  Stain  J  Qla5S  Co. 

Complete  Church  Window  Service 

1000  Tryon  Ave. 
HIGH  POINT.  NORTH  CAROLINA  27260 
Phone  883-0516 


Photographers  and  Publishers  of 
Church  Directories  and  Year- 
books. Ashley  Photo-Printers, 
P.O.  Box  175,  Waxhaw,  N.C. 
28  1  73.  Telephone  (704) 
843-3328. 


WEDDING  TON  HAS  GROUNDBREAKING 


A  groundbreaking  service  for  the  first  unit  of 
a  long  range  building  program  of  Weddington 
United  Methodist  Church,  Albemarle  District, 
was  held  July  9.  The  building  to  be  composed  of 
|  class  rooms,  kitchen,  rest  rooms,  social  hall  and 
i  storage  room.  The  Rev.  Ray  F.  Swink,  Albemarle 
District  superintendent,  preached  at  the  morning 
service  and  conducted  the  groundbreaking  cere- 
mony.  H.R.  Johnson   Construction   Co.,  of 


Monroe,  is  the  contractor  for  the  $127,000 
Building.  Pictured,  left  to  right,  are:  Nancy 
Lowe,  representing  the  youth;  Tom  Short,  92, 
who  has  been  a  member  of  Weddington  church 
for  77  years;  Herman  Matthews,  Sr.,  chairman  of 
Trustees;  R.L.  Helms,  chairman  of  the  Adminis- 
trative Board;  G.T  Barnes,  Jr.,  chairman  of  the 
Building  Committee;  Rev.  Ernest  Stephens, 
pastor,  and  Rev.  Ray  F.  Swink. 


I 


August  10,  1972  9 


Impressions  Of  British  Methodism 


by  Gilbert  W.  Beeson 


For  almost  four  years  I  have  lived  in 
England.  I  have  visited  dozens  of  Methodist 
churches  both  as  a  preacher  and  as  a  partic- 
ipant in  worship.  I  have  made  friends  with 
Methodist  ministers  -  visiting  with  them  in 
their  homes  and  in  my  home.  During  this 
time  I  have  formed  several  distinct  impress- 
ions of  British  Methodism  which  might  be 
of  interest  to  United  Methodists  across  the 
Atlantic. 

The  stories  of  growing  religious  indif- 
ference and  nearly  empty  churches  in 
England  are  all  too  true.  Every  Sunday 
morning  I  drive  past  cricket  fields  teeming 
with  players  and  spectators.  And  my  Bri- 
tish colleagues  remind  me  that  their  sparse 
congregations  of  twenty  to  fifty  adults  in 
the  "large"  churches  continue  to  dwindle. 
Despite  generous  British  coverage  of  reli- 
gious material  on  national  television,  the 
English  fondness  for  the  familiar  parish 
church  in  the  center  of  town,  and  bold  at- 
tempts on  the  part  of  many  clergy  to  make 
religion  relevant  to  the  times,  organized  re- 
ligion barely  seems  to  be  holding  its  own  in 
Britain. 

And  yet,  British  Methodism  is  alive! 

The  congregations  are  small,  but  the  people 
are  dedicated.  Many  village  churches  sup- 
port two  Sunday  services,  and  often  mid- 
week services  are  also  held.  Lay  organiza- 
tions abound.  I  find  active  interest  in  social 
services,  missionary  effort,  religious  educa- 
tion, and  ecumenical  endeavors  in  almost 
every  Methodist  church  that  I  visit.  Al- 
though the  rural  congregations  often  con- 
sist of  an  elderly  group,  the  larger  towns 
usually  include  diverse  congregations  with 
representation  from  all  ages,  educational 
and  vocational  backgrounds. 

British  Methodism  is  oriented  toward 
small  groups.  There  are  far  more  "chapels" 

Captain  Beeson,  a  member  of  the  N.C.  Confer- 
ence, spent  four  years  in  England  as  a  United 
Methodist  chaplain.   He  is  now  stationed  in 
North  Dakota. 
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than  churches  throughout  British  Meth- 
odism. Methodists  stand  outside  the  quasi- 
official  status  of  the  Church  of  England. 
They  are  without  the  benefit  of  historical 
and  picturesque  parish  churches,  land  hold- 
ings or  other  sources  of  income  other  than 
congregational  giving.  British  Methodists 
are  accustomed  to  a  minority  relationship 
in  the  community,  and  they  are  experi- 
enced at  working  hard  to  support  them- 
selves. When  I  described  a  church  in  Fay- 
etteville,  North  Carolina,  that  I  had  once: 
served  as  pastor  as  "a  typical  small,, 
suburban  Methodist  church,"  I  was  soom 
interrupted  by  my  audience  who  exclaim- 
ed, "Why,  that's  a  very  large  church."  And 
I  soon  discovered  that  it  was  about  the  j 
same  size  as  the  largest  Methodist  church  in  j 
their  city  of  some  35,000  people. 

British  Methodism  relies  heavily  on  lay  j 
leadership.  The  many  small  churches  and  j 
the  dwindling  number  of  professionally 
trained  clergy  have  forced  the  Methodist 
Church  to  develop  the  leadership  qualities 
of  the  laity.  For  example,  the  Methodist  i 
churches  in  the  Newbury  area  where  I  live  j 
make  up  a  circuit  of  26  churches,  10  ol  j 
which  support  morning  and  evening  ser- 
vices each  Sunday.  This  circuit  is  served  b> 
four  full-time  ministers  and  a  deaconess  j 
The  only  possible  way  to  conduct  Sunday 
services  in  each  church  is  to  train  laymei  j 
for  the  purpose.  The  circuit  has  sixty-fou  | 
such  lay  preachers.  An  elaborate  "plan"  i 
produced  and  distributed  regularly  amon; 
the  churches  to  announce  the  preachin; 
schedule.  The  plan  lists  more  than  twent; 
lay  preachers  conducting  services  eacl 
Sunday. 

I  have  also  noted  a  strong  spirit  of  opt 
mism   among   the   British  Methodis 
churches.  The  people  feel  that  in  spite  c 
their  struggle  with  poor  attendance  an  I 
limited  income  God  is  with  them,  and  Go  1 
has  an  important  task  for  them  to  perforn  . 
A  Methodist  men's  group  once  expresse  I 


strong  disagreement  with  me  when  I  dis- 
missed lightly  the  public  concern  for  reli- 
gious events  -  baptisms,  weddings,  funerals, 
religious  holidays  -  which  is  surprisingly 
strong  in  Britain.  The  Methodist  men  felt 
strongly  that  such  concern  indicated  a  reli- 
gious inclination  lying  dormant  underneath 
the  superficial  exterior  of  society. 

Perhaps  my  strongest  negative  impress- 
ion of  British  Methodism  is  that  it  is  tied  to 
an  archaic  style  and  structure  of  the 
church.  Services  are  often  stiff  and  formal; 
church  interiors  are  bare  and  uninteresting; 
the  religious  language  of  clergy  and  laity 
alike  is  more  akin  to  Wesley's  day  than  to 
the  1970's.  Honored  traditions  are  kept 
and  well  arranged  schedules  of  services  and 
special  events  are  scrupulously  adhered  to, 
but  creative  ideas  and  bold  new  ventures 
taking  the  church  into  the  community  are 
noticeably  few.  A  local  schoolmaster  re- 
marked to  me  recently  that  a  survey  of  his 
students  revealed  that  they  rarely  saw  a 
!  clergyman,  and  that  when  they  did  see  a 
clergyman  his  greatest  interest  seemed  to 
I  be  acquiring  a  new  organ  or  repairing  the 
church  spire.  This  general  charge  of  aloof- 
jness,  preoccupation  with  itself  and  una- 
i  wareness  of  the  world  around  it,  may  be 
|  leveled  with  some  justification  against 
1  British  Methodism. 

I  have  called  my  thoughts  "impres- 
sions" because  they  are  just  that.  I  have 
'  made  no  surveys,  conducted  no  studies.  I 
am  merely  a  casual  observer,  a  sometime 
participant.  My  opinions  are  almost  cer- 


tainly biased.  But  my  thoughts  are  based 
on  personal  contacts  and  experiences,  and  I 
express  them  because  I  believe  that  British 
Methodism  has  some  valuable  insights  to 
share  with  her  larger  and  more  affluent 
cousin,  the  United  Methodist  Church. 


1 1-Day  Holy  Land  and  Rome 
UNITED  METHODIST  TOUR 

$699  total-First  Class  Hotels 
Nov.  27-Dec.  7,  1972 

Especially  designed  for  United  Metho- 
dists. Donald  E.  Wildmon  is  Tour  Direc- 
tor. His  fifth  tour  to  direct.  For  brochure 
write: 

Holy  Land  Tours 
P.O.  Box  1368 
Tupelo,  Miss.  38801 

Ministers:  Inquire  about  our  Tour  Host 
Program  where  you  can  travel  free! 


NEW  DEVASTATING  EVIDENCE 
AGAINST  EVOLUTION! 


Recent  scientific  information  on  dating  of  rocks  and  fossils 
indicates  a  very  young  age  for  the  earth— thus  ( onfirming 
Biblical  Chronology. 

Write  for  free  literature  giving  the  details. 

Bible  Science  Association  of  Canada 
P.O.  Box  34006 
Vancouver  9,  B.C.  Canada 
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Hard  Hats 


In  Haiti 


The  hard  hats  they  wore  while  in  Haiti 
did  more  than  provide  safety  on  the  job. 
The  letters  U-M-C-O-R  on  each  helmet  wit- 
nessed to  the  Haitians,  telling  of  a  Metho- 
dist commitment  to  disadvantaged  people 
around  the  world. 

This  is  the  story  of  another  UMCOR 
mission  in  a  foreign  country  and  its  signifi- 
cance for  the  people  it  undertook  to  help. 
It  involves  eleven  men  from  five  North 
Carolina  churches  and  two  men  from 
South  Carolina. 

At  the  time  the  Methodist  Church  in 
the  Caribbean  had  in  operation  a  small, 
one-room  medical  clinic  at  Jerbold  outside 
of  Jeremie.  Patient  charts  numbered  more 
than  30,000.  The  clinic  was  operated  by 
three  Haitian  girls  and  a  doctor  who  visited 
it  twice  a  week.  Medicines  were  limited  to 
whatever  kinds  could  be  scrounged. 

When  the  American  team  arrived  by  jet 
from  Miami,  they  were  required  by  govern- 
ment regulations  to  spend  two  nights  in  the 
capital  city  of  Port-au-Prince.  Then  they 
were  permitted  to  fly  to  Jeremie,  about 
100  miles  away,  and  they  landed  on  the 


typical  Carribbean  runway— short  and 
rough,  and  whose  length  livestock  roamed. 
At  the  airport  they  were  greeted  by  the 
Rev.  Edward  Holmes,  a  Methodist  pastor 
from  England  who  loaded  team  and  lug- 
gage in  two  Land  Rovers  for  the  five-mile, 
but  30-minute  ride,  into  Jeremie. 

The  team  had  been  advised  that  Jeremie 
was  the  most  depressed  area,  in  an  eco- 
nomic sense,  in  the  Western  Hemisphere. 
The  town  has  few  paved  streets  and  no 
waste  or  sanitation  facilities.  There  are  few 
telephones  and  little  electricity.  The  ordi- 
nary income  in  Haiti  is  about  $70  a  year 
and  of  all  the  children  born,  only  half 
reach  the  age  of  five.  For  Haitians  the  aver-; 
age  life  span  is  between  30  and  40  years. 

The  population  is  riddled  with  malnutri 
tion,  tuberculosis  and  tetanus— wearines: 
and  despair.  Haiti  has  less  than  150  docto 
to  serve  a  population  of  SVi  million.  I 
Jeremie  and  the  surrounding  mountain: 
there  are  two  doctors  to  serve  250,000  per 
sons. 

The  Methodist  project,  of  which  th« 
clinic  is  a  part,  was  started  in  1963  by  th 
Rev.  Alain  Racourt.  In  the  backyard  of  hi 
mission  home  he  began  a  swine-raising  ver 
ture.  Through  improved  breeding  and  feec 
ing  he  proved  to  the  Haitians  that  thei: 
stock  could  be  improved.  And  so  the  Jen  ■ 


I 

l: 


le^ueTUr^  °f  9l t0  1 00  d6greeS  seem  not  to  faze  residents  of  Jeremie  in  Haiti  and  their  co-worke  s! 
Methodist  laymen  from  the  Carolinas,  in  the  construction  of  a  new  medical  clinic. 
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mie  project  has  developed  a  program  of 
simple  research  in  agriculture  and  animal 
husbandry.  It  also  features  a  program 
which  teaches  the  Haitians  to  be  mechanics 
and  woodworkers;  another  teaches  home 
economics  and  child  care.  The  idea  is  "not 
to  feed  the  hungry,  but  to  help  the  hungry 
feed  themselves. " 

Huts  with  thatched  palm-tree  roofs  pro- 
vide a  place  to  live  for  a  majority  of  the 
people.  They  sleep  on  mats  on  the  dirt 
floor  or  on  the  ground  itself. 

Schools  in  Haiti  are  provided  by  several 
church  denominations.  Yet  90  percent  of 
the  people  are  illiterate. 

When  the  Americans  arrived,  the  foot- 
ing for  the  clinic  had  been  poured  and 
enough  blocks  were  on  hand  to  begin  lay- 
ing block.  The  building  was  to  be  a  32  x 
70  foot  structure  of  cement  block  with  a 
tin  roof. 

A  typical  workday  for  the  builders  be- 
gan at  6  a.m.  They  worked  until  6  p.m.  in 
95  to  100-degree  temperatures— for  two 
weeks. 

The  most  difficult  part  of  the  mission 
was  obtaining  the  materials  needed.  Some 
of  the  items  had  to  be  transported  to  Jere- 
mie  by  boat  but  a  promise  to  send  them 


did  not  necessarily  mean  they  would  arrive. 

Nevertheless,  by  the  time  the  team  left, 
most  of  the  building  was  completed-block 
work,  plumbing  and  the  roof.  Electrical 
work  and  cabinet-making  remained  for  a 
group  of  Methodist  laymen  from  South 
Carolina  to  finish.  They  arrived  in  Jeremie 
the  day  the  Tarheels  left. 

Team  members  from  the  Boger  City 
United  Methodist  Church  in  Lincolnton, 
N.C.,  included  Ken  Finger,  Jr.,  Hub  Finger, 
Jr.,  Glenn  Keever,  Howard  Lawing,  Al 
Smith,  and  the  Rev.  Joe  Ervin.  Pete  Wood- 
ward represented  the  Asbury  United  Meth- 
odist Church.  Those  from  Greensboro, 
N.C.,  were  Roger  Lowdermilk  from  Besse- 
mer UM  Church;  Turner  Sockwell  and 
Robert  Cobb,  Mount  Pleasant  UM  Church; 
and  Ron  Pilkenton,  Rehobeth  UM  Church. 
The  South  Carolinians  were  Bill  Richard- 
son and  Bill  Logan. 

The  building  these  men  completed  con- 
tains an  X-ray  room,  pharmacy,  records 
room,  dental  room,  EEN&T  room,  consul- 
tation room,  lounge,  and  restrooms.  It  also 
has  a  room  in  which  nurses  may  teach 
hygiene  and  nutrition. 

Few  Jeremians  can  read.  But  they 
recognize  the  letters  U-M-C-O-R.  And  the 
message  it  had  for  them. 


TO  BUILD  SANCTUARY 

The  congregation  of  St.  Luke's  UM  Church,  Hickory,  took  part  in  a  ground-breaking  ceremony 
Sunday  morning,  July  16,  for  a  sanctuary.  Located  on  a  six  acre  wooded  lot,  it  will  be  contemporary 
in  design  to  blend  with  three  previously  erected  educational  and  fellowship  buildings.  A  surprise 
j feature  of  the  occasion  was  the  presentation  of  a  $2,000  gift  from  a  non-member  to  the  church's 
building  fund.  The  erection  of  a  sanctuary  will  mark  the  completion  of  a  long-range  building  program 
< begun  in  1958. 
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A 

Look 
At 
Our 
New 
Bishops 

Arthur  West 
United  Methodist  Information 


Several  weeks  ago  United  Methodist 
Information  released  an  article  on 
"Harvesting  a  Bumper  Crop"  of  new 
United  Methodist  bishops  in  the  United 
States  this  summer. 

Now  that  harvest  is  over  and  the  dust 
from  the  winnowing  process  has  settled  a 
bit,  so  let's  take  a  look  at  the  new  crop. 

We  will  not  attempt  to  draw  a  composite 
picture  of  the  average  new  bishop  nor  to 
pin  doctrinal  labels  on  those  elected  but  we 
will  lift  up  a  few  facts  of  interest  and  give 
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something  of  their  background.  Since  we 
will  be  discussing  bishops  exclusively  we 
will  omit  titles  for  the  most  part  and  refer 
to  them  only  by  their  last  names. 

Perhaps  the  most  outstanding  event  in 
the  mid-July  elections  was  the  choice  by 
the  Western  Jurisdiction  of  the  first  Asian 
American  as  a  bishop  of  the  church  in  this 
country.  Wilbur  W.Y.  Choy  comes  from 
the  superintendency  of  the 
California-Nevada  Conference's  Bay  View 
and  is  assigned  to  the  Seattle  Area. 

Bishop  Choy  joins  seven  other  non- 
Caucasian  bishops  in  the  U.S.  out  of  a  total 
of  45.  All  of  the  other  non-white  bishops 
are  black.  The  election  of  Ernest  T.  Dixon, 
Jr.,  by  the  South  Central  Jurisdiction 
marked  the  first  time  a  black  leader  had 
been  elected  in  that  jurisdiction,  although 
retiring  Bishop  Noah  W.  Moore,  Jr.,  had 
transferred  in  from  the  now-discontinued 
Central  Jurisdiction  and  had  served  the 
Nebraska  Area  for  the  past  four  years.  The 
election  of  Edward  G.  Carroll  in  the  North- 
eastern Jurisdiction  followed  the  election 
four  years  ago  of  Roy  C.  Nichols. 

Women  received  votes  in  three  jurisdic- 
tions although  not  in  sufficient  numbers  to 
be  a  threat  to  their  male  competitors. 
Peggy  Billings,  a  lay  staff  executive  of  the 
Board  of  Missions,  received  some  40  votes 
in  the  Southeastern  Jurisdiction  —  her  na- 
tive territory,  while  the  Rev.  Jeanne  Aud- 
rey Powers,  another  staff  member  of  the 
Board  of  Missions  and  a  member  of  the 
Minnesota  Conference,  received  53  votes  in 
the  Northeastern  and  23  in  the  North  Cen- 
tral. 

The  election  of  an  Asian  American  this 
time  and  the  more  than  token  support  for 
women  candidates  leads  some  observers  to 
predict  that  in  1976  there  will  be  an  in- 
creased thrust  to  elect  an  Hispanic 
American  and/or  an  American  Indian  bis- 
hop and  that  perhaps  by  1980  we  will  have 
a  woman  bishop. 

Twenty  nine  of  the  country's  45  episco- 
pal areas  are  now  "under  new  manage- 
ment" as  a  result  of  the  elections  and  shift; 
of  the  older  bishops.  Sixteen  were  reassign 
ed.  Call  the  roll  of  the  nation's  largest  citie: 


and  most  of  them  have  new  bishops. 

The  jurisdictions  elected  and  assigned 
19  new  bishops,  moved  four  who  had  stay- 
ed the  12-year  limit  in  their  areas  and 
changed  six  others  who  had  served  only 
four  or  eight  years  in  his  respective  field. 

Of  the  19  new  bishops,  11  come  from 
the  pastorate,  four  from  the  leadership  of 
theological  schools,  three  from  executive 
positions  with  general  boards  and  one  from 
the  district  superintendency. 

Only  one  (Sanders  in  the  Southeastern) 
was  elected  on  the  first  ballot.  Two  (Yeakel 
in  Northeastern  and  McDavid  in  South- 
eastern) were  elected  on  the  second. 

Average  age  of  the  new  bishops  is  55, 
with  Yeakel  at  44  being  the  youngest  in 
the  current  crop  and  Holter  at  67  being  the 
oldest.  The  latter  can  serve  only  one  quad- 
rennium,  as  was  the  case  with  the  late 
Bishop  Lewis  O.  Hartman  of  Boston,  who 
was  elected  at  a  similar  age  and  served  the 
1944^-8  quadrennium 

Pennsylvania  has  the  honor  of  providing 
the  largest  number  of  native  sons  this  year. 
The  four  are:  Ault,  Warman,  Wheatley  and 
Yeakel.  Texas  was  the  birthplace  of  three 
elected  in  South  Central:  Cruthfield,  Dixon 
and  Goodrich.  Two  (Clymer  and  Tullis) 
were  born  in  Ohio.  Stokes  was  born  of 
missionary  parents  serving  in  Korea.  The 
following  states  each  contributed  one: 
Michigan  (DeWitt),  West  Virginia  (Carroll), 
Kansas  (Holter),  North  Carolina  (Sanders), 
Alabama  (McDavid),  Georgia  (Robertson), 
Washington  (Tuell),  California  (Choy),  and 
Florida  (Blackburn). 

No  two  bishops  were  chosen  from  the 
same  conference  and  none  was  elected 
from  a  conference  outside  his  jurisdiction, 
although  in  the  case  of  the  three  board 
executives,  each  was  serving  in  a  national- 
level  office  in  a  city  outside  the  borders  of 
his  jurisdiction. 

Emory  University's  Candler  School  of 
Theology  lays  claim  to  the  largest  number 
of  graduates  among  the  men  -  three,  al- 
though if  you  include  post  graduate  work, 
Boston  University  and  its  School  of  The- 
ology also  trained  a  like  number.  All  of  the 
new  bishops  are  seminary  trained  and  sev- 


eral have  master's  and  earned  doctorates. 
One  (Tuell)  has  an  earned  degree  in  law. 

Stokes,  with  31  years  of  teaching  and 
administrative  work  at  Emory  University, 
holds  the  record  for  the  longest  service  rec- 
ord in  one  place  of  any  of  those  elected. 
Goodrich  served  26  years  as  minister  of 
First  Church,  Dallas,  and  Clymer  was  in  his 
25th  year  at  Evangelical  Theological  Semi- 
nary, Naperville,  111. 

Names  of  the  new  bishops  do  not  quite 
run  from  A  to  Z,  but  they  do  run  from 
Ault  to  Yeakel. 

No  Pauls  were  elected  this  time.  Perhaps 
it  is  just  as  well.  Any  more  would  cause 
real  confusion  in  the  Council  of  Bishops 
where  everyone  is  on  a  first-name  basis  and 
there  are  already  eight  Pauls  —  three  of 
whom  came  from  the  former  Evangelical 
United  Brethren  Church  and  five  from  the 
Methodist. 

Two  new  Eds  (Carroll  and  Tullis)  were 
added  to  four  already  in  the  Council. 

James  Ault  joins  four  other  colleagues 
who  answer  to  the  name  "Jim."  John  War- 
man  will  find  three  others  with  his  same 
first  name. 

At  least  three  new  bishops  add  "Junior" 
after  their  name  as  do  a  half  dozen  of  the 
other  bishops  already  in  the  Council. 

So  19  new  bishops  have  been  elected 
and  consecrated,  having  each  received  the 
necessary  votes  for  election  to  the  church's 
highest  office.  Now  the  question  before  the 
house  is:  Will  the  church  continue  to  give 
each  of  them  a  cooperative  spirit  and  a 
"vote  of  confidence"  as  they  move  into 
their  respective  fields  and  across  the 
church? 

Several  of  the  new  bishops  are  listed  in 
"Who's  Who"  but  a  few  of  them  are  rela- 
tively unknown  across  the  church  and  their 
election,  in  some  instances,  evoked  the 
question,  "Who's  he?" 

The  church  can  make  all  of  them  more 
widely  known  and  more  effective  servants 
if  it  will  be  prayerfully  supportive  in  the 
days  ahead.  They  had  votes  enough  to  be 
elected.  Will  they  have  enough  loyalty  and 
support  to  be  good  shepherds  of  the  flock 
in  the  hard  pull  ahead? 
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LETTERS  TO  EDITOR 

JESUS  CHRIST  IS  ANSWER 

Your  June  29,  1972,  issue  published  a 
letter  expressing  a  feeling  of  regret  at  the 
failure  of  the  North  Carolina  Conference 
delegates  to  endorse  resolutions  supporting 
gun  control,  school  busing,  and  a  speedy 
end  to  the  war  in  Vietnam.  These  state- 
ments were  included:  "Can  we  be  cautious 
about  social  issues  in  the  present  times?  Is 
this  a  luxury  we  can  afford  in  1972?" 

The  author  said  the  Board  of  Christian 
Social  Concerns  and  Commission  on  Reli- 
gion and  Race  took  a  beating  with  the 
defeat  of  these  resolutions. 

The  tragedy  lies  not  in  the  defeat  of  the 
resolutions,  but  in  the  failure  of  those 
advocating  them  to  understand  they  are 
dealing  with  symptoms  rather  than  the 
disease.  It  is  futile  to  advocate  a  course  of 
treatment  that  is  unavailable,  and  when 
available  would  not  arrest  the  disease. 

This  letter  would  be  too  long  to  dig  to 
the  bottom  of  the  superficialities  on  which 
these  groups  have  wasted  their  attention. 

Note  coercion  is  involved  in  all  by  the 
power  of  government.  The  thrust  of  the 
resolutions  is  not  to  eliminate  coercion, 
but  to  direct  it  in  different  directions  more 
pleasing  to  the  advocates.  It  is  not  the 
injustice  created  by  the  government 
bothering  them,  but  the  results  of  the  in- 
justice. 

Why  deal  with  results  when  the  problem 

is  cause? 

Jesus  Christ  is  the  only  answer,  and 
through  the  Holy  Spirit  changes  can  be 
made  to  turn  our  thoughts  to  constructive 
solutions.  Jesus  would  not  have  wasted  one 
minute  trying  to  round  up  endorsements 
for  coercive  solutions  to  social  problems, 
because  he  dealt  only  with  issues  rather 
than  symptoms. 

The  reason  we  have  a  busing  problem  is 
in  our  mad  scramble  to  escape  individual 
responsibility  we  have  endorsed  the  govern- 
ment's coercive  power  to  require  children 
to  submit  to  it.  We  operate  a  socialistic 
educational  system  that  could  not  survive 
without  compulsory  (coercive)  attendance. 
The  children  are  taught  what  the  govern- 
ment wants  them  to  learn,  and  by  example 
they  are  indoctrinated  to  accept  what  God 
has  tried  to  teach  us  to  resist  -  the  loss  of 
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freedom.  The  government  can  make  you  go 
to  school  seven  days  a  week,  if  it  can  make 
you  go  five  days. 

We  do  not  want  to  be  free,  .because 
Satan  tells  us  the  ways  of  the  world  are 
best.  A  majority  of  us  believe  and  support 
this,  because  otherwise  we  would  change  it. 

Elimination  of  the  government  as  a  pro- 
vider of  educational  systems  can  not  come 
to  pass  until  we  see  the  injustice  of  it.  It  is 
true  it  is  not  all  bad.  You  get  collateral 
benefits  from  waging  war,  but  they  are 
insignificant  compared  with  the  evil  done. 

It  is  in  the  heart  the  mischief  is  done, 
and  only  through  God  can  it  be  reached 
and  changed  to  free  us  from  killing  and 
opressions. 

There   are   no   political  solutions  to 
spiritual  problems. 

Spiritual  solutions  to  political  problems  \ 
involve  absolute  faith  in  God,  which  has  as^ 
its  fruit  trust.  Satan  moves  in  to  destroy 
this  just  as  he  moved  on  Job. 

Once  a  majority  of  the  people  trust  in 
God  they  will  undertake  to  throw  off  the  | 
coercive  oppression  besetting  all  of  us. 

Our  time  will  be  better  spent  in  making 
Jesus  real  to  the  unbelievers  than  in  trying 
to  devise  new  avenues  of  government 
oppression  in  the  unrealistic  hope  this  will 
make  things  better. 

S.A.  Chalk,  Jr. 
Morehead  City 


THE  RETIRED  PREACHER 

Sooner  or  later  retirement  catches  u\ 
with  everyone!  No  one  escapes  it,  and  mos 
preachers  do  not  look  forward  to  the  re 
tirement  experience. 

We  wish  someone  would  make  a  motioj 
at  a  session  of  the  Annual  Conference  s< 
that  our  Conference  would  do  like  th 
Presbyterians  or  the  Lutherans  and  when 
retired  preacher  is  invited  to  fill  a  pulpit  h 
would  receive  a  good  financial  contributio 
in  appreciation  of  his  services.  We  don't  d  » 
that  in  the   Methodist  Church.  We  sa 
"thank  you,  Brother"  and  let  him  go.  W: 
act  as  if  we  have  done  a  retired  brother  i 
favor  by  letting  him  come  into  our  pulpi  . 
Believe  it  or  not,  the  retired  preacher  > 
doing  us  a  big  favor  by  filling  in  for  us. 

If  it  were  money  we  went  into  the  mi]  ■ 
istry  for,  we  would  never  have  entered  it  i  i 


the  first  place.  I  started  out  in  Wolf  Moun- 
tain in  1933  at  $750  a  year.  Praise  the 
Lord  for  Wolf  Mountain,  for  I  learned 
more  lessons  in  a  week  there  than  I  learned 
in  a  month  at  Duke. 

We  hope  some  layman,  such  as  Holt 
McPherson,  Bob  Smith,  or  Bill  Henderson, 
will  get  behind  a  movement  to  help  the 
retirement  fund  of  Methodist  preachers  to 
catch  up  with  the  retirement  funds  of 
truck  drivers,  industrial  workers,  furniture 
factory  workers,  and  other  good  every-day 
citizens.  Ask  a  man  who  has  spent  forty 
years  in  one  of  our  most  progressive  indus- 
tries what  the  retirement  payments  of  a  re- 
tiree are  who  made  an  average  salary  of 
$8,000  yearly,  would  be,  and  you  will  find 
that  the  retiree  will  be  receiving  around 
$800  a  month,  or  in  proportion  to  his 
income  at  the  same  rates.  I  have  been  told 
by  a  representative  from  one  of  North 
Carolina's  leading  industries  that  their 
employees  who  make  $10,000  a  year 
receive  $  1 ,000  a  month  from  their  indus- 
try. This  worth  an  investigation. 

We  should  not  have  a  double  system  in 
|America  in  the  government  or  in  the 
.church.  In  our  federal  government  the  Su- 
preme Court  Justices  and  ex-presidents  are 
jwell  taken  care  of  when  it  comes  to  retire- 
';ment.  Our  congressmen  say  that  by  passing 
a  law  we  all  have  to  retire  at  65,  but  they 
arc  exceptions.  Some  of  them  go  back  to 
congress  when  they  are  in  their  80's.  This  is 
ja  double  system  of  justice  that  needs  cor- 
recting. 

I  am  speaking  for  the  average  preacher 
jwho  went  into  the  ministry  because  he  was 
called,  and  who  spends  his  whole  life  pro- 
emoting  the  causes  of  the  church  and  the 
kingdom  and  unselfishly  puts  "self"  last, 
e  hope  the  laymen  of  this  conference  will 
ve  this  problem  a  good  looking  over. 

Robert  M.  Hardee 
Climax 

DELEGATES  COOPERATE 

One  of  the  real  joys  of  serving  as  a  dele- 
;ate  to  the  recent  Jurisdictional  Confer- 
nce  was  in  seeing  a  spirit  of  cooperation 
nd  friendship  begin  to  develop  between 
he  delegations  of  the  two  great  North 
'arolina  Conferences.  It  is  obvious  that  our 
eographical  areas  and  mutual  interest 
<ould  be  better  promoted  and  served  by 


our  unified  efforts  wherever  possible. 

I  hope  that  future  delegates  will  work 
towards  an  effective,  cooperative  relation- 
ship, otherwise  we  will  continue  to  doom 
our  individual  efforts  to  failure  and  deny 
the  leadership  within  our  conferences  the 
right  to  make  contributions  on  the  national 
and  jurisdictional  levels. 

Incidentally,  congratulations  to  the 
staff  of  the  "North  Carolina  Advocate"  for 
its  fine  coverage  and  interpretation  of  the 
General  and  Jurisdictional  Conferences. 

Wesley  Bailey 
WNC  Delegate  to  General  and 
Jurisdictional  Conferences 
Winston-Salem 


SOUTHEASTERN  EQUIPMENT  CO. 


Chairs  and  tables  in  com- 
plete range  of  sizes  for  every 
Church  need.  Steel  and  wood 
folding  chairs,  folding  ban- 
quet tables,  speakers'  stands 
Also  office  desks  and 
chairs.  Write  for  infor- 
mation. 


SILER  CITY,  NORTH  CAROLINA 


EDUCATIONAL  FURNITURE 

DIXIE  EQUIPMENT  COMPANY,  INC. 

418  N.  Greensboro  St. 
Liberty,  N.  C.  27298 
Phone:  919-622-2204 


JOIN  US  ON  OUR 
ANNUAL  HOLY  LAND  TOUR 
Departure  Date,  December  27,  1972 
10  Day  Trip  Only  $699.00 
Free  Colorful  Brochures 
REV.  BOB  DENNIS 
515  West  Ridge  Ave. 
Landis,  North  Carolina  28088 
857-5031  Telephone  857-5041 
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^HERE  and  THERE^ 


IMPORTANT  LAITY 
CONFERENCE  IN  1973 

A  National  Conference  of  Laity  has 
been  scheduled  for  July  13-15,  1973,  at 
Purdue  University  in  West  Lafayette, 
Indiana.  For  the  first  time  ever,  it  will 
bring  together  both  men  and  women, 
youths  and  young  adults.  The  conference 
will  be  a  successor  to  the  National  Confer- 
ence of  United  Methodist  Men,  which  was 
last  held  in  1969. 

The  program  being  planned  is  calculated 
to  appeal  to  all  age  levels  and  to  both 
sexes.  Its  central  theme  is  ''Commitment  in 
Community".  Among  the  special  features 
will  be  a  keynote  address  on  "Personal 
Religious  Experience".  There  will  also  be 
Bible  study  and  interpretation,  and  group 
dynamics  sessions. 

It  is  not  too  early  to  begin  planning  to 
attend.  Registrations  should  be  sent  to  the 
National  Conference  of  Laity,  1200  Davis 
St.,  Evanston,  111.  60201.  The  cost  per  per- 
son for  lodging  Friday  and  Saturday  nights, 
for  meals  beginning  with  dinner  Friday  and 
extending  through  breakfast  Sunday  and 
for  all  program  and  promotional  expenses 
is  $37.50.  For  each  additional  member  of 
the  same  family  the  total  fee  is  only 
$32.50. 

HALF-YEAR  CHECKUP 

As  far  as  fiscal  matters  go,  North  Caro- 
lina United  Methodists  will  more  and  more 
have  to  be  thinking  of  December  31  as  the 
end  of  the  year,  and  June  30  as  the  mid- 
point. The  general  church  is,  of  course,  on 
a  fiscal  year  which  conforms  to  the 
calendar  year.  For  the  first  time  this  year 
the  WNC  conference  is  on  such.  That  con- 
ference is  now  in  its  change-over  period,  a 
7  months  fiscal  year  which  began  June  1 
and  which  will  end  on  December  31. 

While  the  NC  Conference  is  operating 
on  a  June  1  through  May  31  fiscal  year,  it 
is  still  under  pressure  to  pay  in  as  much  of 


its  World  Service  obligations  as  possible  by 
December  31  at  which  time  the  general 
church  closes  out  its  fiscal  year. 

Incidentally,  the  general  church's  half- 
year  report  (January  through  June)  shows 
a  decrease  in  collections  for  most  special 
causes,  including  a  sizeable  decrease  inn 
Advance  Special  gifts.  The  big  item,  how- 
ever, World  Service  itself,  experienced  an 
increase  of  over  4%:  from  $8,007,306  a 
year  ago  to  $8,338,359  through  June  off 
1972. 

In  his  report,  R.  Bryan  Brawner,  then 
treasurer  for  the  church,  suggested:  "We'el 
need  now  to  increase  our  emphasis  on  all  j 
the  funds  that  are  lagging  behind  last  year 
without  lessening  our  efforts  on  support  oh 
the  three  (items)  that  are  leading  (World  ji 
Service,  Race  Relations,  and  the  Episcopa 
Fund)."  Among  the  funds  lagging,  beside  j 
the  General  Advance  Specials  (with  per  j 
centages  behind  last  year  indicated)  ar» 
these:  One  Great  Hour  of  Sharing  (2.71%] 
World  Communion  (14.48%),  Temporar 
General  Aid  (5.30%),  Fund  for  Reconci 
iation   (18.77%),  Ministerial  Educatio  i 
(5.49%),  UM  Student  Day  (22.30%),  Worl  I 
Service  Specials  (20.44%),  Youth  Servic 
Fund  (19.39%),  General  Administratioa 
Fund   (9.31%),  and  the  Interdenomi 
national  Cooperation  Fund  (6.24%  \ 
Brawner  suggested  that  "as  pastors  retui  I 
to  their  appointments  following  annu  ij 
conferences,  a  mid-summer  invento m 
session  with  finance  committees  wou  o 
seem  to  be  indicated." 

GRAHAM  GOES  OVER 
BIG  IN  CLEVELAND 

The  Billy  Graham  Crusade  in  Clevelari  Ji 
Ohio  seems  to  have  met  with  a  high 
favorable  response.  The  nightly  attendan 
for  ten  days  averaged  over  37,000  wi 
more  than  50,000  present  at  the  Municij 
Stadium  for  the  closing  service.  Alm< 
20,000  persons  registered  decisions  1 
Christ  out  of  a  total  cumulative  attendar : 
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)f  372,440. 

As  in  other  such  crusades  the  energetic 
cooperation  of  the  local  churches  in  the 
Northern  Ohio  region  contributed  mark- 
edly to  the  success  of  the  venture. 

DTHERS  TO  JERUSALEM 

In  our  issue  of  July  13  we  carried  a  list 
)f  persons  who  attended  the  recent  World 
\shram  Congress  held  in  Jerusalem.  Miss 
31a  E.  Callahan  of  Brooks-Howell  Home, 
\sheville  writes  to  say  that  she  and  the 
bllowing  were  North  Carolinians  who  also 
vent:  Mrs.  Ruth  Mundy  and  the  Rev. 
fames  H.  Bailey,  both  from  Lumberton; 
ind  Dr.  and  Mrs.  William  Michael  of  High 
5oint. 


|JOURNALISM  FELLOWSHIP  OFFER 

Applications  for  the  Ralph  Stoody 
Fellowship  for  graduate  study  in  jour- 
nalism are  now  being  received.  The  $3,000 
fellowship  honors  a  former  director  of 
public  relations  of  the  Methodist  Church 
jvho  is  now  retired.  The  Commission  on 
Public  Relations  and  United  Methodist 
nformation  is  in  charge  of  processing 
andidates. 

i   Since  1964  seven  young  journalist  have 
tudied  under  the  fellowship  program,  the 
Host  recent  being  Mrs.  Marian  Crooks,  who 
fas  just  completed  her  master's  degree  at 
|hio  University. 
I  I  Application  blanks  or  information  may 
,  p  obtained  through  Mrs.  Charlotte  O'Neal, 
nited  Methodist  Information,  Room 
349,  475  Riverside  Drive,  New  York, 
.Y.  10027. 

j  f  PORT  FROM  CUBA 

i 

Cuban  Methodism  suffered  a  new  loss 
58  members  last  year  leaving  a  total  of 
-   529.  However,  765  members  were  listed 
i  tithers,  and  the  church  continues  to  be 
s  f-supporting. 


METHODIST 

NEWS 

ROUNDUP 

NELSON  IS  NEW  DEAN  AT  BOSTON  U. 

Dr.  J.  Robert  Nelson  has  been  named 
dean  of  Boston  University's  School  of 
Theology.  He  has  been  professor  of  syste- 
matic theology  at  the  Boston  school  since 
1965.  A  theologian  of  note,  Nelson  has 
been  active  in  the  ecumenical  movement 
and  has  been  closely  associated  with  the 
World  Council  of  Churches. 

He  will  succeed  Dr.  Walter  G.  Muelder, 
who  is  retiring  after  27  years  as  dean. 

SOMMER  REELECTED  IN  W.  GERMANY 

Bishop  C.  Ernst  Sommer  has  been 
elected  to  a  second  four-year  term  by  the 
Germany  Central  Conference.  Formerly 
president  of  the  UM  theological  seminary 
in  Frankfurt/Main,  he  was  first  elected  to 
the  episcopacy  in  1968. 

32  MISSIONARIES  GOING  OUT 

NEW  YORK  (UMI)  -  Algeria,  Zaire  and 
11  countries  alphabetically  in-between  are 
scheduled  to  receive  32  United  Methodist 
missionaries  this  summer  and  autumn. 

The  17  women  and  15  men  with  a 
variety  of  occupational  specialties  will 
begin  service  as  regular  or  special-term 
missionaries  in  Africa,  Asia  and  Latin 
America.  They  are  among  an  anticipated 
85  missionaries  being  enlisted,  trained  and 
sent  out  this  year  by  the  United  Methodist 
Board  of  Missions. 
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WOMEN'S  NEWS 

Western  North  Carolina  Conference 


MRS.  LINDSEY  NEW  CHAIRMAN 
PUBLIC  RELATIONS 


Mrs.  Julian  Lindsey  of  Charlotte  was 
elected  Chairman  of  Public  Relations  of 
the  Women's  Society  of  Christian  Service 
of  the  Western  North  Carolina  Conference 
of  the  United  Methodist  Church  at  the  An- 
nual Meeting  in  June.  She  assumed  her  new 
duties  early  this  month. 

Mrs.  Lindsey  is  the  wife  of  Dr.  Julian  A. 
Lindsey,  director  of  the  Conference  Pro- 
gram Council.  She  is  the  former  Frances 
Ruark,  a  native  of  Detroit,  Mich.,  and  is  a 
graduate  of  Duke  University,  as  was  her  fa- 
ther, B.W.  Ruark. 

She  has  recently  completed  four  years 
as  Chairman  of  Christian  Social  Relations 
in  the  Conference  Women's  Society.  She 
also  served  on  the  Conference  Board  of 
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Christian  Social  Concerns,  the  State  Legis- 
lative Council  and  the  World  Affairs  Coun- 
cil. 

She  received  national  recognition  for  j 
her  work  as  director  of  the  Bethlehem  Con-  j 
centrated  Employment  Program  Day  Caret  j 
Center  in  Winston-Salem.  Wherever  Frannl 
Lindsey's  husband  has  served,  she  hasisl 
been  in  the  forefront  of  helping  to  develop 
new  ventures  in  Christian  living. 

The  Lindseys  have  four  children,  Mrs.  j 
Gary  McCandless  of  Vineland,N.J.,  Mrs 
John  Loflin  of  Greensboro,  Bryan 
Lindsey  of  Seattle,  Wash,  and  Stratum 
Lindsey  of  Duke  University. 

SPIRITUAL  ENRICHMENT  WEEKENDS 

The  Women's  Society  and  the  Wesleya  1 
Service  Guild  of  the  W.N.C.  Conference 
will  sponsor  two  Spiritual  Enrichment  RR| 
treats  at  Lambuth  Inn  at  Lake  Junalusl  0 
on  October  7-8,  and  October  14-15. 

Mrs.  Thomas  P.  Green  of  Louisvil) ; 
Ky.,  president  of  the  Southeastern  Jur  * 
diction  Society-Guild,  will  be  leader  f» 
both  weekends.  She  will  use  a  theme  > 
"Used  of  God." 

The  program  of  the  retreats  will  he\  J 
at  3  P.M.  on  Saturday  and  conclude  a  ( 
noon  on  Sunday.  Registration  will  be  frc  r  ; 
10  A.M.  until  noon,  and  from  1  P.M.  t  ; 
2:30  P.M.  on  Saturday.  Reservations  nr  i 
be  made  in  advance  to  the  Director  c  j 
Housing,  P.O.  Box  367,  Lake  Junalus :  j 
N.C.  28745.  The  rates  are  $10.00  per  p  i  * 
son  in  center  section  at  Lambuth  Inn,  < 
$12.00  per  person  in  the  East  and 
Wings,  plus  a  registration  fee  of  $2.00. 

The  suggested  pattern  of  attendanc 
by  districts.  For  the  first  weekend,  the  4 

! 
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bemarle,  Gastonia,  Greensboro,  High  Point, 
Salisbury,  Statesville  and  Winston-Salem 
N.E.  Districts.  For  the  second  weekend, 
the  Asheville,  Charlotte,  Marion,  North 
Wilkesboro,  Thomasville,  Waynesville  and 
Winston-Salem  Forsyth  Districts. 

Crisis 

(Continued  from  page  5) 

Throne  and  give  an  accounting  of  our 
stewardship. 

In  his  first  official  act  of  the  decade, 
President  Nixon  said:  "the  nineteen- 
seventies  absolutely  must  be  the  years 
when  America  pays  its  debt  to  the  past  by 
reclaiming  the  purity  of  its  air,  its  waters, 
and  our  living  environment.  It  is  literally 
now  or  never."  Again  in  1971  he  stressed 
the  urgency  of  our  task;  "The  task  of 
j  cleaning  up  our  environment  calls  for  total 
;  involvement  of  all  our  citizens.  It  involves 
(government  at  every  level.  It  requires  the 
jhelp  of  every  citizen."  In  recent  months 
lour  environment  has  gained  thousands  of 
champions.  Scholars,  scientists,  editors,  ed- 
jucators,  industrial  leaders,  farm  organiza- 
tions, church  leaders,  women's  organiza- 
tions, and  young  people— all  are  affirming 
IGod's  ownership  and  man's  stewardship. 
'And  together  we  are  spreading  the  spirit  of 
iste wardship  throughout  the  land. 

The  new  social  statement  of  the  United 
Methodist  Church  reflects  our  concern  and 
Support  of  ecology.  At  the  recent  General 
Conference  in  Atlanta  our  position  was 
plearly  stated  in  these  words:  "We  support 
kid  encourage  social  policies  designed  to 
\  fejuvenate  polluted  water,  air,  and  soil,  as 
l  fvell  as  those  that  would  prevent  further 
ft  desecration  of  these  natural  elements  .  .  . 
I  air,  water,  soil,  minerals,  plants,  animal 
\  jfe,  and  space  are  to  be  valued  and  main- 
lined because  they  are  God's  creation  and 
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ot  solely  because  they  are  useful  to  hu- 
lan  beings." 

Why  should  we  conserve,  control,  and 
ean  up  our  environment?  Because  we  owe 

to  ourselves  to  improve  the  quality  of 
.'ing.  We  owe  it  to  our  children.  We  owe  it 

our  nation.  Most  of  all,  we  owe  it  to 


God  our  Heavenly  Father  to  be  faithful 
stewards  of  His  earth,  "the  fulness  thereof, 
the  world  and  those  who  dwell  therein." 

HOW  CAN  WE  MEET  THE  CRISIS? 

Let  us  turn  to  our  third  and  last  ques- 
tion "How"?  How  shall  we  go  about  our 
task?  Our  Federal  Government  has  taken 
the  lead  with  the  establishment  of  the  En- 
vironmental Protection  Agency  in  1970. 
Since  then  state  and  local  governments 
have  joined  in  the  battle  for  a  better  envi- 
ronment. Government  is  providing  re- 
search, standards-setting  and  enforcement, 
and  technical  and  financial  assistance  to 
state,  regional,  and  local  jurisdictions. 

Industry  is  working  with  local,  state  and 
federal  control  agencies  to  develope  a 
pollution-free  automobile,  to  reduce  pollu- 
tants in  our  waters,  and  to  control  and 
abate  noise.  And  schools  are  beginning  to 
integrate  environmental  education  into 
their  teaching  systems. 

What  can  you  and  I  do?  How  can  we  as 
individuals  do  our  part  so  that  when  we 
leave  this  good  earth  perhaps  it  will  be 
somewhat  like  it  was  in  the  beginning:  "A 
good  land,  a  land  of  brooks  of  water,  of 
fountains  and  springs,  flowing  forth  in  val- 
leys and  hills, ...  a  land  of  olive  trees  and 
honey-a  land  in  which  we  will  eat  bread 
without  scarcity,  in  which  we  will  lack 
nothing."  (Deut.  8:7-9). 

How  can  we  do  our  part?  We  can  get 
the  facts  on  pollution  and  organize  groups 
to  work  on  the  problems.  We  can  join  the 
Garden  Clubs,  Extension  Homemakers 
Clubs,  Community  Development  Groups  in 
the  program  "Clean  Sweep"  in  our  local 
communities.  As  concerned  Christian 
stewards  we  can  also  find  out  the  local 
standards  set  for  air  and  water  programs, 
and  vote  for  candidates  who  support  con- 
servation, clean  air  and  clean  water. 

Most  important  of  all,  we  can  ourselves 
stop  polluting.  How?  By  not  throwing 
trash  on  sidewalks,  streets,  highways, 
parks,  and  into  streams-by  driving  our 
cars  less  each  week-and  by  promoting  the 
recycling  of  our  resources  and  encouraging 
the  use  of  them.  We  can  live  as  faithful 
stewards  of  a  good  and  bountiful  earth. 
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WNCC  Laity 

Meeting 
Next  Week 


Gaugler  Carruth 
Newman  R.  Gaugler  of  Sunbury,  Pa., 
president  of  the  National  Yokefellow 
Prison  Ministry,  will  be  one  of  the  featured 
speakers  at  the  WNC  Annual  Laymen's 
Conference.  The  conference,  scheduled  at 
Lake  Junaluska,  will  open  at  3  p.m.  on 
Friday,  Aug.  18,  and  conclude  with 
morning  worship  on  Sunday,  Aug.  20. 

A  businessman,  Gaugler  had  an  active 
role  in  the  founding  of  The  Twelve,  a 
national  churchwide  small  group  move- 
ment of  the  United  Methodist  Church.  In 
1970  he  retired  from  business  to  give  full 
time  to  the  Yokefellow  Prison  Ministry.  He 
will  speak  to  the  conference  at  12  noon  on 
Saturday,  Aug.  19. 

The  keynote  address  will  be  given  by 
Bishop  Earl  G.  Hunt,  Jr.,  at  7:30  p.m. 
Friday. 

Other  program  participants  include  Rev. 
Wallace  D.  Chappell,  Rev.  Ford  Philpot, 
Rev.  Sam  H.  Coker,  Dr.  J.E.  Lowery 
Dr.  William  S.  Reed  and  Dr.  Tom  A. 
Carruth.  Now  associated  with  the  Asbury 
Theological  Seminary,  Carruth  has  been 
active  in  the  Lay  Witness  Movement  and  is 
well  known  throughout  North  Carolina.  He 
will  lead  the  prayer  and  sharing  meeting 
scheduled  for  9:30  p.m.  on  Friday. 

The  overall  director  of  the  conference  is 
Mr.  William  Henderson  of  High  Point,  who 
is  lay  leader  of  the  WNC  Conference. 
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Builder's  Club 
Call  To  Aid  Two 
Churches 

STATESVILLE  -  Congregations  in; 
Wilkesboro  and  in  Davie  County  will  bene- 
fit from  the  latest  call  for  funds  issued  in 
July  by  the  Builder's  Club  of  the  Western 
North  Carolina  Conference. 

The  Conference  will  use  its  share  of  the 
monies  (nearly  50  per  cent)  to  assist  St 
Home  UM  Church  in  Wilkesboro,  and  Oak 
Forest  UM  Church  in  Davie  County. 

The  Rev.  H.  Claude  Young,  Jr.,  Confer! 
ence   director  of  Outreach,  said  tho 
Builder's  Club,  since  its  birth  in  the  fall 
1961,  has  received  $1.2  million  from  Piect 
mont  and  western  North  Carolina  Unite 
Methodists. 

This  money  has  been  used  at  the  Coi 
ference  level  to  aid  91  projects  during  3 
calls  for  funds.  Nearly  half  of  the  mone 
collected  is  returned  to  the  Conference 
14  districts  for  district  mission  projects. 

The  Rev.  Mr.  Young  said  Oak  Foret 
Church,  a  new  congregation,  is  actually  s| 
ving  a  rapidly  growing  surburban  an 
oriented  primarily  toward  Winston-Sale: 
The  church  is  in  the  Thomasville  Distri 
He  also  said  St.  Home  Church  is  a  stri 
gling  congregation  in  the  North  Wilkesbc 
District,  needing  assistance  at  this  time. 

The  Builder's  Club  asks  its  members 
give  five  dollars  or  more  each  time  proje 
are  announced.  Usually,  three  calls 
funds  are  made  each  year. 

Council  Girds  Foi 
Legislative  Act/ J 


The  North  Carolina  Counci  >f 
Churches,  through  its  General  Assei|y 
Task  Group,  is  laying  plans  to  influ|# 
legislative  action  when  the  State  I 


lature  convenes  early  in  1973.  The  R< 


S. 


Collins  Kilburn,  director  of  Social  Minis- 
tries of  the  Council  will  spearhead  the 
effort. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  Task  Group  in 
Raleigh  on  July  18  it  was  decided  to  con- 
centrate on  the  following  areas  of  concern: 
Tax  policy  and  human  needs,  housing  for 
migrant  farm  workers,  welfare  and  income 
maintenance,  prison  reform  and  correc- 
tions, and  capital  punishment.  These  areas 
were  selected  because  the  member  denomi- 
nations of  the  NC  Council  of  Churches  are 
in  broad  agreement  upon  them. 

Three  legislative  workshops  will  be  held 
prior  to  the  convening  of  the  General 
Assembly.  The  workshops  will  deal  with 
certain  legislative  issues,  the  nature  of  the 
l  legislative  process  and  with  methods  of 
influencing  the  process. 

A  legislative  communications/action 
network  is  to  be  developed,  with  regular 
reports  going  out  from  Kilburn  to  appro- 
priate administrative  offices  of  the  member 
denominations. 

Dr.  Charles  Liner,  an  economist  with 
the  Institute  of  Government,  spoke  to  the 
Task  Group  on  "Human  Needs  and  Tax 
Policy  in  North  Carolina."  He  said  that 
while  North  Carolina  had  a  good  tax  struc- 
ture changes  in  priorities,  more  use  of 
federal  funds,  and  wise  appropriation  of 
y  added  tax  money  from  economic  growth 
^  could  enable  the  state  to  offer  more  ser- 
vices to  persons  with  special  needs. 


Rock  Springs 
Meeting  Underway 


The  Rock  Springs  Camp  Meeting  at 
Denver  is  now  in  progress  and  will  continue 
through  the  eleven  o'clock  worship  service 
3n  Sunday.  Rev.  Thomas  J.  Duncan,  asso- 
ciate minister  of  First  UM  Church,  High 
3oint,  is  the  evangelist  for  the  services. 

Youth  minister  for  the  camp  meeting  is 
*ev.  John  W.  Lockman,  pastor  of  Mt.  Zion 
JM  Church,  Hurdle  Mills.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  J. 
Villiam  Stephenson  of  First  UM  Church, 


Charlotte,  are  conducting  the  singing. 

Rev.  Louis  H.  Murray,  minister  of  the 
Rock  Springs  UM  Charge  is  host  minister 
for  the  camp  meeting. 

North 
Carolina 

Methodist 

Bicentennial 


Several  Methodist  bodies  in  North  Caro- 
lina are  jointly  sponsoring  a  bicentennial 
anniversary  of  the  beginning  of  Methodism 
in  the  state.  The  event  will  be  held  at  Curri- 
tuck Courthouse  near  Elizabeth  City, 
where  Joseph  Pilmoor  arrived  to  preach 
the  first  Methodist  sermon,  September  28, 
1772. 

The  celebration  will  begin  at  10:30 
a.m.,  Thursday,  September  28,  1972,  when 
Dr.  Frederick  E.  Maser,  executive  secretary 
of  the  World  Methodist  Historical  Society, 
will  speak.  A  complimentary  dinner  will  be 
served  at  noon  to  all  visitors.  Bishop  Her- 
bert Bell  Shaw,  bishop  of  the  A.M.E.  Zion 
Church,  will  speak  on  the  subject,  "Two 
Hundred  Years  of  Methodism  in  North  Car- 
olina," for  the  afternoon  service.  In  ad- 
dition, local  histories  of  the  county  and  the 
nearby  churches  will  be  given  and  the 
Northeastern  High  School  Band  has  been 
invited  to  play. 

Solicitation  of  sponsors  at  five  dollars 
or  more  each  is  being  sought  to  help  defray 
expenses.  Contact  the  Reverend  C.  Frank- 
lin Grill,  Box  401,  Scotland  Neck,  North 
Carolina  27874. 
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Sunday  School  Lesson 

By  Dr.  Raymond  A.  Smith 
(International  Lesson  Series) 


FOR  AUGUST  20 


SHARING  IN 

CHRIST'S  WORK 


Background  Scripture:  Matthew  17;  Isaiah 
5:1-7 

Lesson  Scripture:  John  15:1-11 

The  last  two  lessons  for  this  quarter 
make  up  a  unit  of  study  which  has  been 
titled:  "Extensions  of  Devotion."  This  sug- 
gests the  idea  that  the  devotional  life,  with 
which  we  have  been  concerned  this  quar- 
ter, does  not  exist  for  itself  alone.  It  has  an 
aim,  and  that  aim  is  unselfish  action  for  the 
sake  of  others.  John  Drinkwater,  British 
poet,  set  this  thought  in  beautiful  words 
when  he  wrote  a  prayer,  part  of  which  fol- 
lows: 

"We  know  the  paths  wherein  our  feet 

should  press; 
Across  our  hearts  are  written  thy  decrees: 
But  now,  0  Lord,  be  merciful  to  bless 
With  more  than  these. 
Grant  us  the  will  to  fashion  as  we  feel, 
Grant  us  the  strength  to  labor  as  we  know, 
Grant  us  the  purpose,  ribbed  and  edged 

with  steel, 
To  strike  the  blow." 

And  so,  in  this  lesson  our  aim  is  to  show 
that  the  devoted  disciple  doesn't  stop  with 
the  mere  enjoyment  of  spiritual  feelings. 
He  will,  in  the  words  of  the  lesson  title, 
wish  to  share  somehow  in  the  redemptive 
work  of  Christ. 

The  greatest  weakness  in  our  program 
of  Christian  education  over  the  centuries 
has  been  our  failure  to  guide  youth  in 
meaningful  expressions  of  the  faith.  Too 
often,  sad  to  say,  our  program  has  pre- 
sented the  Christian  faith  as  not  much 
more  than  "a  certain  way  of  talking." 

In  today's  Scripture  lesson  we  have  the 
picture  of  the  keeper  of  the  vineyard,  his 
duties  and  his  rewards.  The  Old  Testament 


in  many  places  uses  this  same  analogy;  ex- 
amples are:   Psalms  80:8-16;  Jeremiah i, 
2:20-21;  Ezekiel   19:10-14  and  Isaiah  J 
5:1-7,  which  has  been  called  "The  Song  of  I 
the  Vineyard."  God  is  the  owner  of  trie 1 1 
vineyard  and  man  is  the  keeper  of  it.  It! 
says:  "For  the  vineyard  of  the  Lord  is  thd 
house  of  Israel,  and  the  men  of  Judah  aret 
his  cherished  plantation;  he  looked  for  jus- 
tice, but  lo!  bloodshed,  for  righteousness.' 
but  lo!  a  cry." 

Note  the  element  of  judgment,  too,  in 
the  passage  from  John  15  at  verse  2:  "Any 
branch  of  mine  that  does  not  bear  fruit  h< 
trims  away,  and  he  prunes  every  brand 
that  bears  fruit,  that  it  may  bear  more.' 
The  King  James  Version  uses  the  won 
"purge"  which  fits  in  better  with  verse  .  j 
which  reads:  "You  are  already  made  clea\\ 
by  the  word  which  I  have  spoken  to  you. ' 
This  suggests  that  by  the  hearing  of  th  :S 
word  God  prepares  us  for  fruitful  livinj  .f 
We  are  not  to  receive  this  baptism  of  thfe| 
Spirit  simply  for  our  own  enjoymen 
rather,  it  is  a  preparation  for  service.  Or i 
recalls  that  Jesus  told  his  followers  th 
baptism  was  an  ordeal  through  which  the  y 
had  to  pass  if  they  were  to  follow  in  hi 
steps:  "Can  you  drink  the  cup  that  I  drin 
and  be  baptised  with  the  baptism  that  I  a  r 
baptised  with?  (Mark  10:38). 

In  the  lesson  Scripture  there  is  a  cc 
tinuing  contrast  between  the  fruitful  ai 
the  unfruitful  vine.  The  secret  of  prodi  c 
tivity  lies  in  the  relationship  of  the  bn  c 
ches  to  the  vine.  Applied  to  the  mo  < 
realm  this  means  that  no  fruits  of  serv  \ 
will  be  forthcoming  from  the  disciple  w  tl 
has  failed  to  maintain  this  close  relati<  \ 
ship  with  God. 

This  brings  up  a  question  that  is  as 
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as  the  oldest  religion,  and  that  is:  "What  is 
the  relationship  between  worship  and  ser- 
vice?" Many  of  our  readers  are  familiar 
with  the  story  of  a  man  who  ventured  into 
a  Quaker  meeting.  He  sat  quietly  among 
the  worshipers  for  a  long  time.  Nothing 
was  being  said.  Finally,  with  his  patience 
nearly  exhausted,  he  whispered  to  the  man 
who  sat  beside  him  "When  does  the  service 
begin?"  The  man  whispered  back  "The  ser- 
vice begins  when  the  meeting  ends."  Elton 
Trueblood,  noted  Quaker  author,  speaks  in 
one  of  his  books  about  what  he  calls  "Our 
cut-flower  civilization."  By  this  is  meant 


that  we  tend  to  want  the  fruits  of  the  good 
life  without  the  roots  from  which  it 
springs.  We  all  know  that,  even  with  the 
best  of  care,  cut  flowers  will  remain  beauti- 
ful only  for  a  certain  length  of  time.  So  it 
is  with  worship  and  service.  Without  wor- 
ship, or  the  cultivation  of  the  devotional 
life,  our  faith  will  not  endure.  Perhaps  they 
have  to  go  together.  The  writer  once  saw  a 
sign  painted  over  the  entrance  to  a  small 
church.  It  read:  "ENTER  TO  WORSHIP, 
LEAVE  TO  SERVE."  Doesn't  that  just 
about  sum  up  the  meaning  of  our  lesson? 


SUNDAY  SCHOOL  LESSON  FOR  AUGUST  27 

SHARING  THROUGH  WITNESS 


Background  Scripture:  Acts  4;  Acts 
8:26-40 

Lesson  Scripture:  Acts  4:13-21 

The  power  of  witnessing  is  displayed 
!not  only  in  the  courts  of  the  land,  the  ad- 
vertising industry  has  discovered  that  it  is 
possibly  the  best  way  to  sell  the  products 
Which  our  factories  and  laboratories  turn 
out.  Any  day,  from  early  morning  till  late 
(at  night,  every  day  of  the  week,  millions  of 
television  viewers  are  told  how  they  may 
be  saved  from  pain  by  taking  this  or  that 
jponcoction.  The  more  prominent  the  wit- 
ness, the  more  effective  the  advertising! 

Our  lesson  for  this  date  tells  the  story 
!)f  two  powerful  witnesses  to  the  Christian 
i^aith,  Peter  and  John.  The  scene  is  in  the 
emple  area  at  Jerusalem.  The  temple  of- 
ficials, we  are  told,  were  astounded  at  the 
'boldness"  of  the  two  men  who  were  wil- 
ing to  declare  their  allegiance  to  a  new 
aith  right  in  the  shadow  of  the  center  of 
he  old.  They  were  not  learned  men.  The 
>ower  of  their  witness  stemmed  from  what 
hey  believed  so  deeply  they  were  willing 
o  face  opposition,  even  death,  for  the  sake 
>f  proclaiming  it.  When  they  were  warned 
i>ot  to  continue  such  testimony,  and  were 
sked  to  promise  no  more  would  be  heard 
irom  them,  they  respectfully  replied  that 


they  had  no  power  to  stop  their  witnessing. 
It  was  spontaneous  and  compelling. 

At  this  point,  the  defenders  of  the  old 
system  were  "put  on  the  spot."  This  was 
because  the  old  faith  had  recognized  for 
centuries  the  fact  that  a  prophet  was  liter- 
ally "taken  over"  by  the  Divine  Spirit  and, 
therefore  had  to  speak.  Who  could  prove 
that  Peter  and  John  were  not  inspired 
prophets?  Furthermore,  the  two  men  had 
been  God's  agents  in  curing  a  man  stricken 
with  paralysis,  (see  Acts  3:11-17).  The 
apostles  were  careful  not  to  make  the  claim 
that  they  themselves  had  effected  the  cure. 
They  gave  God  the  glory  (see  Acts 
3:1 1-17).  By  so  doing  they  made  it  harder 
for  their  critics  to  convict  them. 

There  is  another  verse  in  this  lesson 
Scripture  that  has  more  than  a  passing  in- 
terest for  us  in  these  days.  It  concerns  the 
question  of  loyalties.  What  is  the  supreme 
loyalty  that  should  be  obeyed  above  every 
other?  The  verse  we  refer  to  is  Acts  4:19, 
where  the  apostles  say  to  their  accusers: 
"Whether  it  is  right  in  the  sight  of  God  to 
listen  to  you  rather  than  to  God,  you  must 
judge."  In  times  of  war  many  nations  have 
felt  it  was  in  the  best  interest  of  the  coun- 
try to  suppress  any  voice  raised  against  the 
course  of  action  being  followed.  In  regard 
to  the  war  in  Southeast  Asia,  for  example, 
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a  majority  of  the  American  people  appear 
to  be  convinced  that  it  was,  in  the  words  of 
one  of  our  military  men,  "a  war  fought  in 
the  wrong  place  at  the  wrong  time."  In 
spite  of  this,  there  are  men  in  prison  today 
in  many  parts  of  the  country  because  they 
could  not  find  it  in  their  hearts  to  be  a  part 
of  this  undeclared  war.  In  the  coming 
months  there  will  be  many  a  bitter  argu- 
ment regarding  the  justice  or  injustice  of 
extending  amnesty  to  these  men.  Especial- 
ly those  families  who  have  suffered  the  loss 
of  son  or  husband  will  be  slow  to  approve  a 
general  amnesty  for  those  who  fled  to  Can  - 
ada  or  to  Sweden  to  avoid  the  draft.  We 
can  understand  their  feelings. 

When  a  conflict  appears  between  love 
and  justice  there  is  always  a  great  deal  of 
human  anguish  as  efforts  are  made  to  re- 
solve the  conflict.  It  may  be  that  our  best 
efforts  at  reaching  a  solution  in  such  cases 
will  fail  far  short  of  perfection.  This  is  to 


be  expected.  We  are  human  and  fallible 
creatures.  We  have  made  and  shall  continue 
to  make  mistakes.  But  in  spite  of  all  this 
there  is  something  in  us  which  responds  to 
those  who,  for  the  sake  of  conscience,  find 
it  impossible  to  conform  to  policies  whose 
purpose  is  destruction  of  human  life.  When 
we  recall  the  struggle  of  many  Germans 
against  the  Hitler  regime  we  can  see  this 
problem  dramatized.  Take,  for  example, 
the  German  Confessional  Church  the  first 
article  of  whose  creed  reads  as  follows: 
"Jesus  Christ  as  he  is  revealed  in  the  holy 
gospel,  is  the  only  word  of  God  which  we 
hear  which  we  have  to  trust  and  obey  in 
life  and  in  death."  Loyalty  to  this  creed 
cost  many  people  their  lives.  It  is  sad  to 
reflect  that  many  others  found  no  diffi- 
culty in  "going  along"  with  Hitler's  plans. 
We  conclude  that  the  "boldness"  of  Peter 
and  John  was  not  out  of  place.  Perhaps  the 
church  of  today  could  use  some  of  their 
spirit. 


IN  MEMORI  AM 


MRS.  WINSTON  BALLARD 

At  4:40  A.M.,  July  8,  Mrs.  Winston  Ballard, 
age  89,  widow  of  Lattie  W.  Ballard,  was  called 
home.  Since  early  childhood  she  had  been  a  faith- 
ful and  active  member  of  the  South  Fork  Meth- 
odist Church,  of  Reems  Creek,  Buncombe  Coun- 
ty. Many  are  the  Methodist  Minister,  District 
Superintendents,  Evangelists  and  Foreign  Mis- 
sionaries, who,  over  the  years,  enjoyed  a  warm 
welcome  and  good  meals  at  her  home.  She  had  a 
great  love  for  her  Lord,  her  Bible,  her  church,  her 
home  and  her  neighbors.  She  concerned  herself 
much  over  any  unfortunate  child  that  she  knew 
of  in  her  community,  often  taking  them  into  her 
home  and  clothed  and  fed  them  for  long  periods 
of  time.  She  spoke  of  her  illness  being  a  blessing 
in  that  she  got  to  see  and  be  with  her  loved  ones 
more  than  she  had  seen  or  been  with  them  in 
many  years. 

She  is  survived  by  one  daughter,  Mrs.  H.  Wav- 
erly  Ingle,  Route  1,  Weaverville  and  two  sons, 
Marshall  Ballard,  Route  1,  Weaverville  and  R.H.' 
Ballard,  Pastor  of  the  Center  United  Methodist 
Church,  Yadkinville,  N.C. 

By  Her  Children 
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MR.  C.K.  AVERY 

WHEREAS,  Mr.  C.K.  Avery  of  Morganton, 
North  Carolina,  served  as  a  member  and  Chair- 
man of  the  Marion  District  Mission  Society  of  the 
United  Methodist  Church  and  was  an  able,  out-' 
standing,  dedicated  leader  for  many  years,  and 

WHEREAS,  his  recent  death  has  left  a  great 
void  in  our  Mission  Society  and  in  our  hearts,  and 

WHEREAS,  we  will  ever  be  grateful  for  his  j 
guidance  and  for  his  life  of  distinguished  service  | 

THEREFORE  BE  IT  RESOLVED  that  an  j 
expression  of  our  appreciation,  our  love  and  I 
admiration,  be  publicly  made  through  the  page;  j 
of  the  North  Carolina  Christian  Advocate  and  i  j 
copy  of  said  resolution  be  mailed  to  his  widow 
Mrs.  C.K.  Avery  of  Morganton. 

RESPECTFULLY  SUBMITTED 

The  Marion  District  Mission  Society 
Western  North  Carolina  Conference 

MRS.  LOUISE  WHALEY  WILLIAMS 

The  Richlands  United  Methodist  Church  ha  | 
lost  a  beloved  friend.  Mrs.  Louise  Williams  passe 


away  on  May  28,  1972  after  a  month's  illness 
resulting  from  an  automobile  accident. 

During  the  twenty-five  years  she  was  affiliated 
with  our  church,  many  of  us  saw  her  Christian 
faith  mirrored  in  the  life  she  led. 

She  was  an  active  member  of  the  Richlands 
United  Methodist  Church.  At  the  time  of  her 
death  she  was  the  teacher  of  an  intermediate 
church  school  class,  secretary  to  the  Administra- 
tive Board  and  Recording  Secretary,  and  a  circle 
leader  of  the  United  Methodist  Women. 

Mrs.  Williams  was  also  involved  in  many  civic 
organizations.  She  was  active  in  Woodmen  of  the 
World,  Unit  540,  where  she  had  been  a  State 
Junior  Supervisor.  She  was  a  member  of  the 
Richlands  Garden  Club,  the  Delta  Kappa  Soror- 
ity, and  Richlands  Chapter  No.  82,  Order  of  the 
Eastern  Star,  where  she  had  been  a  past  worthy 
matron.  At  the  time  of  her  death  she  was  secre- 
tary and  was  active  with  the  Rainbow  Girls. 

Mrs.  Williams  was  an  educator.  She  had  held 
numerous  offices  in  these  professional  organiza- 
tions: North  Carolina  Association  of  Educators, 
Onslow  County  Association  of  Educators,  and 
Association  of  Classroom  Teachers.  Her  students 
knew  her  as  an  excellent  math  teacher  and  a  good 
friend  who  cared  about  them  as  "people". 

Foremost  in  the  minds  of  her  friends  are  the 
visits  she  made  to  those  in  the  community  who 
needed  comfort  or  assistance.  She  always  had 
time  to  take  a  small  gift  or  an  encouraging  word. 

For  her  dedicated  life  we  are  grateful,  and  we 
wish  to  pay  respect  and  extend  our  sympathy  to 
her  children  and  granddaughter. 

JOHN  W.  PORTER,  SR. 

Being  aware  of  the  many  years  of  devoted  service 
rendered  First  United  Methodist  Church  by  Mr. 
John  W.  Porter,  Sr.  as  a  member  of  the  Board  of 
Stewards  and  the  Board  of  Trustees,  as  well  as 
participation  in  many  other  phases  of  the  life  of 
the  church -including  strong  stewardship  of  his 
(  wealth -we,  members  of  First  United  Methodist 
;  Church,  resolve  this  declaration  of  appreciation 
,  for  his  life  and  witness  and  declare  it  to  his  fam- 

;  ay- 
First  UM  Church 
Rockingham 
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A.  B.  Dick  320  Tabletop 
Offset  Duplicator 


f  VERY  OFFICE 
CAN  HAVE  QUALITY 
OFFSET  COPIES 
AT  LOW  COST! 

Produce  stationery,  forms, 
bulletins,-  colors  on  this  com- 
pact offset  machine  (21'  x 
24'  x  S5').  Photographs  repro- 
duce sharp  and  clear.  Easy  to 
use.  Fast,  too!  Up  to  7500 
copies  per  hour.  Call  us  for  a 
free  demonstration  today. 


Gray  &  Creech,  Inc. 
RALEIGH 
Asheville,  Charlotte, 
Winston-Salem 
Greensboro 


August  10,  1972  27 


ON  THE  SCOUTING  FRONT 


Al  Wilkinson,  Dave  Wilkinson  and  Burton  Hook, 
members  of  Troop  47,  Mebane,  received  the  God 
and  Country  Scout  Award  Sunday,  June  11,  at 
the  Mebane  UM  Church.  Shown  above  are,  left  to 
right,  front  row,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Robert  A.  Wilkin- 
son, Jr.,  their  sons  Al  and  Dave,  Burton  Hook,  his 
parents,  Dr.  and  Mrs.  Brevitt  Hook  and  Rev. 
Ralph  Epps.  Scouts  leaders  who  presented  the 
scouts  for  the  awards  are,  back  row,  left  to  right, 
Kenneth  Wilkinson,  Tom  Williams  and  Millard 
Pat  ton. 


Anthony  Cabeza,  John  Cabeza  and  Robert  Byrne j 
received  their  God  and  Country  Awards  July  9  ati 
St.  Matthew's  UM  Church,  Fayetteville.  Rev. 
Tom  E.  Loftis,  pastor,  directed  their  study. 


Mack  McMillan,  son  of  Rev.  and  Mrs.  Sam 
McMillan,  received  the  rank  of  Eagle  Scout 
Sunday,  May  28,  at  First  UM  Church,  Moun 
Gilead.  Mack,  12,  the  youngest  boy  in  Troop  8( 
to  become  an  Eagle  Scout,  reached  the  rank  in  M 
months  after  joining  the  Scouts. 


Eagle  Scout  Awards  were  received  by  four  scouts 
at  Calvary  UM  Church,  Durham,  Sunday,  May  7. 
From  left,  they  are  Roy  H.  Covington,  J.  Wyatt 
Woodall,  William  T.  Covington,  and  Ronald  W. 
Turner. 


Richard  L.  (Ricky)  Cannon,  111,  son  of  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  R.L.  Cannon,  Jr.,  of  Vanceboro,  received 
the  Eagle  Scout  Award  May  21  at  the  Vanceboro 
UM  Church.  He  is  shown  with  Rev.  Harold 
Elliott,  pastor. 
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An  Eagle  Scout  award  was  presented  to  Donnie 
Craft  at  Ahoskie  UM  Church,  March  26.  Pictured 
with  him  are  his  parents,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Don  Craft. 


bur  scouts  received  the  God  and  Country 
ward  on  Sunday,  May  21,  at  Trinity  UM 
'hurch,  Troy.  Shown  with  their  pastor,  Rev.  Paul 
Boone,  are,  from  left,  Dusty  Pappendick,  Phil 
arris,  Ken  Harris  and  Mike  McCallum. 


Four  candidates  were  awarded  Eagle  Scout  rank 
July  16  at  Lillington  UM  Church.  They  are, 
seated,  Stamey  Taylor;  standing,  left  to  right, 
Michael  Senter,  Joe  Willi  ford  and  Franklin  Ray 
McDonald.  The  awards  were  made  by  Mayor  Ed 
McCormick  of  Lillington. 


Three  scouts  received  their  God  and  Country 
Awards  recently  at  Gibson  Memorial  UM  Church, 
Spring  Hope.  The  recipients,  shown  with  their 
parents,  are,  left  to  right,  Allan  Edward,  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  M.  Glenn  Edwards;  Ronnie  Wood,  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  J.M.  Wood;  Jimmie  Green,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  J.  C. 
Green,  and  Rev.  Brian  Gentle,  minister  of  Gibson 
Memorial. 


Seven  scouts  received  God  and  Country  emblems 
at  St.  Paul's  UM  Church,  Asheville,  Feb.  13.  They 
are  from  left,  first  row,  Richard  Pott,  David  Pott, 
David  Mauley;  middle  row,  Marshall  Gaddy,  Dick 
Christy;  back  row,  Bill  Pott,  II,  and  Michael  Man- 
ley.  Jack  Tessier  is  scoutmaster  of  the  troop,  and 
Rev.  James  E.  Rink  is  minister  of  St.  Paul's. 
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Bruce  Hargrove,  consultant  with  the 
State  Department  of  Public  Instruction  in 
vocational  education,  is  serving  as  lay 
leader  of  the  Raleigh  District.  Mr.  Hargrove 
is  the  first  black  to  serve  in  this  capacity  in 
an  integrated  conference  in  the  South- 
eastern Jurisdiction. 


Rev.  and  Mrs.  Justin  Haruyama  are  now 
in  the  United  States  for  a  two  month  term- 
inal furlough  from  missionary  service  in 
Japan.  Mr.  Haruyama  will  become  pastor 
of  the  Japanese  American  United  Meth- 
odist Church  in  New  York  City  in  Septem- 
ber. Mr.  and  Mrs.  Haruyama  have  served 
since  1962  in  Kagoshima  District,  a  rural 
area  located  on  the  southernmost  end  of 
Japan. 


Early  Christian  Shoaf,  70,  of  Archdale 
died  July  24  in  High  Point  Memorial  Hos- 
pital. The  father  of  Rev.  E.  Clifford  Shoaf 
of  Durham,  Mr.  Shoaf  was  a  member  of 
Welch  Memorial  UM  Church,  teacher  of  the 
Men's  Bible  Class  for  many  years,  a  charge 
lay  leader,  certified  lay  speaker  and  mem- 
ber of  the  Administrative  Board.  Other  sur- 
vivors include  his  wife,  Mrs.  Ruby  P.  Shoaf; 
sons,  Leonard  P.  Shoaf  of  Marietta,  Ga., 
and  Max  R.  Shoaf  of  New  York  City. 


A  gift  of  Schulmerich  "Americana"  Car- 
illons has  recently  been  installed  at  Page 
Memorial  UM  Church,  Aberdeen,  given  by 
the  family  of  Mr.  H.  W.  Doub  in  his  mem- 
ory. The  chimes  will  be  dedicated  at  a  later 
date. 


The  congregation  of  Holy  Trinity  UM 
Church,  Greenville,  broke  ground  on  Sun- 
day, July  30,  for  its  first  building.  Rev. 
Charles  M.  Smith  of  Jarvis  Memorial  UM 
Church,  Greenville,  the  first  pastor, 
preached  at  the  worship  service.  Holy  Trin- 
ity was  organized  July  31,  1966.  Present 
pastor  is  Rev.  Roy  L.  Turnage. 


Mrs.  Gail  G.  Thompson  has  been  named  Directc 
of  Christian  Education  at  Central  UM  Church 
Asheboro.  She  has  been  youth  director  at  Centn 
during  the  past  year  and  formerly  taught  kinde 
garten  at  American  Day  Creative  Schools  it 
Greensboro. 


Christ  Chapel  UM  Church,  Lexington,  w> 
observe  homecoming  August  27.  Rev.  Rcljl 
Bell,  pastor  of  Mount  Tabor  UM  Churc  tj 
Winston-Salem,  will  preach  at  the  mornii  I 
worship  service.  Rev.  John  S.  Oakley  is  pvsf 
tor. 


Mrs.  Norman  V.  Stockton,  mother 
Rev.  Thomas  B.  Stockton,  died  July  23  j 
Winston-Salem.  Mr.  Stockton  is  pastor,G  ij 
tral  UM  Church,  Asheville. 


There  will  be  a  weekend  revival 
Ranger  UM  Church,  Murphy  Circuit,  A  J 
11-13.   Rev.  Robert  T.  Young,  assist  j 
dean  at  Duke  University  Divinity  Schc  CI 
will  be  the  guest  preacher. 
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ev.  J.  K.  Kinkle,  pastor  of  Central  UM  Church 
Laurinburg  for  the  past  six  years,  was  ap- 
nnted  conference  evangelist  at  the  June  session 
the  N.  C.  Conference.  He  is  available  for 
urch  revivals,   retreats,   crusades,  seminars, 
)uth  evangelism  and  Sunday  morning  services. 
Is  address  is  125  Main  Street,  Laurinburg,  N.  C. 
l352. 


"Dust  'n'  Ashes,"  a  folk  singing  team, 
1  be  at  Centenary  UM  Church,  Greens- 
Ifiro,  Aug.  11-13.  Their  schedule  at  Cen- 
taary  includes  a  concert  on  Friday  eve- 
rig  at  7:30;  performing  at  a  coffee  house, 
iijthe  Fellowship  Hall,  from  8-1 1  p.m.  on 
Sfurday,  and  a  Sunday  morning  worship 
c^ebration  at  1 1 . 


Rev.  Paul  W.  Townsend  of  Newton 
o  ached  at  Central  UM  Church,  Asheboro, 
f  Sunday  morning,  July  30.  The  Rev.  Mr. 
rwnsend,  now  retired,  is  a  former  pastqr 
'Central. 


Dr.  Barney  L.  Jones,  a  member  of  the 
C.  Conference,  has  been  promoted  to 
rank  of  professor  at  Duke  University, 
has  taught  religion  courses  at  Duke 
ije  1948  except  for  several  years  as  a 
y  chaplain  during  the  Korean  War  and 


three  years  as  university  chaplain.  A  spe- 
cialist in  American  religious  thought,  he 
also  has  taught  Old  and  New  Testament, 
European  church  history,  and  Christianity 
in  America. 


The  Linwood  United  Methodist  Church 
will  have  a  Weekend  Revival,  beginning 
August  11-13.  The  Rev.  Gary  Strickland, 
minister  of  the  High  Rock  Lake  Summer 
Ministry  will  be  the  guest  speaker.  On  Sun- 
day, August  13  the  church  will  observe  its 
Homecoming.  Following  the  service,  a 
picnic  lunch  will  be  served  on  the  grounds. 
The  Church  invites  all  former  members  and 
friends  to  attend  these  services. 


Silk  Hope  Camp 
eeting  Set 


The  Silk  Hope  Camp  Meeting  Associ- 
ation has  announced  a  week  of  meetings 
beginning  on  Sunday  afternoon,  August  27 
and  concluding  on  Sunday  night,  Septem- 
ber 3.  Only  two  years  old,  the  camp  is 
equipped  with  a  new  tabernacle  to  seat  300 
persons,  dormitories  to  sleep  50,  and  a  kit- 
chen and  dining  room  for  sixty  people.  It  is 
located  on  a  25  acre  tract  five  miles  east  of 
Siler  City,N.C. 

Two  of  the  speakers  engaged  to  lead  the 
meetings  later  this  month  are  the  Rev. 
Mike  Rice  and  the  Rev.  Charles  Melvin.  Mr. 
Melvin  was  active  in  the  great  revival  at 
Asbury  College  two  years  ago.  A  former 
member  of  the  Billy  Graham  staff,  he  is 
now  a  pastor  in  Asheboro,  N.  C. 

Plans  are  also  under  way  for  a  mission- 
ary convention  to  run  for  a  week  beginning 
on  September  27. 

The  camp  is  operated  under  the  super- 
vision of  the  Rev.  and  Mrs.  Orville  Leon- 
ard. He  is  serving  as  pastor  of  the  Silk  Hope 
Charge. 


August  10,   1972  31 


0 


'  %  ***** 


I  Magnify  My  Office 

by  F.  Odell  Walker 

Paul's  statement  in  Romans  11:13,  "I  magnify  my  office  (ministry),"  has  the  solid 
ring  of  confidence  needed  by  many  of  us  as  we  "break  God's  Holy  Bread  of  Life"  to  our 
people. 

The  confidence  which  Paul  expressed  in  and  toward  the  "office"  was  not  based  upon 
pride  in  his  achievements  nor  upon  successes  which  he  had  experienced.  Rather,  that 
fearless  expression  of  confidence  was  based  upon  the  attitude  with  which  he  approached, 
accepted,  and  carried  out  the  ministry  or  the  "office"  to  which  he  had  committed 
himself. 

Paul's  attitude  toward  his  "office"  was: 
One  of  assurance  that  God  had  called  him. 

One  of  confidence  that  his  response  was  the  fulfillment  of  God's  divine  plan. 

One  of  conviction  that  that  which  he  was  doing  was  decisive  and  important  in  th< 

realization  of  God's  redemptive  purpose  for  the  world. 
I  am  convinced  the  "office"  must  have,  and  most  churches  need,  those  who  by  thtfi 
attitude  shown  do  "magnify  their  office"  through  their  confidence  in  God,  in  the  church 
and  in  the  people.  In  the  same  breath,  I  confess  that  this  conviction  was  not  always  mine 
For  a  number  of  years,  I  struggled  with  leaving  the  "office"  to  which  I  knew  I  was  caller 
but  in  which  I  doubted  the  possibility  existed  for  me  to  "magnify."  Many  of  you  ma;a 
have  had  or  may  be  now  experiencing  the  same  struggle. 

I  am  equally  confident  that  I  am  still  in  the  ministry  today  because  of  a  change  i 
attitude.  That  change  in  attitude  involved  a  number  of  things: 

-The  realization,  in  the  words  of  William  Likins,  that  I  am  only  an  ordinary  perso  i 
who  has  responded  to  God's  call  to  do  an  extraordinary  thing,  i.e.  represent  Jesi  > 
Christ  to  the  community  of  faith.  I  am  not  responsible  for  having  all  the  answer . 
But  I  am  responsible  for  seeking  to  "breathe  life"  into  the  consciousness  of  tho!  J 
whom  I  serve. 

—The  conviction  that  no  longer  will  I  base  "magnifying  my  office"  upon  the  ability  I  ] 
distort  figures  or  manipulate  people  in  the  parish  or  the  Conference  for  person 
gain. 

-The  willingness  to  bring  a  degree  of  disciplined  intellect,  contagious  enthusiasr 
humor,  and  a  large  measure  of  self-understanding.  This  change  of  attitude  helped  n  < 
to  accept  not  only  the  ambiguity  in  myself  but  also  to  be  more  tolerant  toward  tl  j 
same  ambiguity  in  the  laity  and  in  the  appointive  system  as  administered  by  hum;  i 
hands. 

It  has  been  this  realization,  conviction,  and  willingness  as  I  have  expressed  them  whi  1 
enables  me  to  stay  in  the  ministry  with  the  confidence  of  Paul:  "I  magnify  my  office ' 
(Romans  11:13) 


The  Rev.  Mr.  Walker  is  Minister  of  St.  Luke  UM  Church,  Goldsboro 
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he  Chas.  E.  Hayworth  Memorial  Chapel  on  the  High  Point  College  campus  will  be  ready 
>r  use  when  the  students  return  this  fall.  (See  story  on  Page  10.) 
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OPPORTUNITIES 

Five  cents  a  word.  Please  count  your  words 
and  send  remittance  when  sending  your  copy 


DIRECTOR  OF  CHRISTIAN  EDUCATION. 
Medium  size  church  seeking  Director  of  Christian 
Education  or  Educational  Assistant.  Position 
open  October  1 .  Salary  commensurate  with  train- 
ing and  experience.  Send  resume:  Director,  Box 
21225,  Greensboro,  N.  C.  27420. 


ORGANIST-CHOIR  DIRECTOR.  Part-time 
organist  and  choir  director  to  work  with  choirs 
for  children,  youth,  and  adults.  Salary  negotiable. 
Send  resume:  Organist-Choir-Director  Box 
21225,  Greensboro,  N.  C.  27420. 


"I  Heard  of  the  Man  Who  ..."  Hundreds  min- 
ister's humorous  stories,  illustrations,  for  reading, 
or  speakers'  aid.  Nice  gift.  $1.50.  Rev.  Charles 
Rutherford,  Box  263 AC,  Elkhart,  Ind.  46514 


FOR  SALE:  Chief  15  Press,  like  new  condition. 
26"  CP  hand  lever  cutter,  wire  stitcher  in  good 
condition.  Miscellaneous  paper  stock.  Real  bar- 
gain at  $3500.00.  Write,  801  Walker  Avenue, 
Greensboro,  N.C.  27403  or  call  272-0831. 


WANTED:  Director  of  Christian  Education  or 
Educational  Assistant  for  church  of  1600  with 
extensive  program.  Write  or  call  Dr.  Francis  T. 
Cunningham,  Bethel  United  Methodist  Church, 
245  South  Church  Street,  Spartanburg,  S.C. 
29301 
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Calendar  of  Coming  Events 

MEETINGS  OF  WIDER  INTEREST 

29-Sept.  1  Executive  Comm.,  World  Methodist  Council,  Bristol,  England 

7-  1 1  Organizational  Meeting,  Board  of  Missions,  New  York,  N.Y. 

8-  9  Organizational  Meeting,  General  Board  of  the  Laity,  Chicago,  111. 
1 2-14  Organizational  Meeting,  Program  Council,  Dayton,  Ohio 

18-  19  UMCOR  Fall  Meeting 

19-  20  Council  of  Bishops,  Cleveland,  Ohio 

19-22  District  Superintendents/Program  Directors  Consultation,  Cleveland-Sheraton, 

Cleveland,  Ohio 

28-Oct.3       Seminar  for  Prospective  Lab.  Leaders,  Birmingham,  Ala. 


LAKE  JUNALUSKA  ASSEMBLY 


Aug.    28-31  Methodist  Bishops  Orientation 

Aug.  31-Sept.  5        Dept.  Field  Service  &  Finance-Board  of  Missions 
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NORTH  CAROLINA  CONFERENCE 
Fayetteville  District  Council  on  Ministries,  9:30  a.m. 

Durham  District  Council  on  Ministries,  Aldersgate  Church,  Durham,  7:30  p.m. 

Elizabeth  City  District  Council  on  Ministries 

Goldsboro  District  Council  on  Ministries,  Wayne  Motel 

New  Bern  District  Council  on  Ministries,  5  p.m. 

Raleigh  District  Council  on  Ministries,  Methodist  Bldg.,  9:30  p.m. 

Rockingham  District  Council  on  Ministries 

Rocky  Mount  District  Council  on  Ministries 

Sanford  District  Council  on  Ministries,  10  a.m. 

Wilmington  District  Council  on  Ministries,  7:30  p.m. 

Burlington  District  Council  on  Ministries,  Front  St.  Church,  7:30  p.m. 

Greenville  District  Council  on  Ministries,  10  a.m. 

Retreat  for  District  Evangelism  Work  Area  Chairmen  and  key  lay  leaders  in 

Evangelism,  Methodist  Bldg. 
Rockingham  District  Pastors  Meeting,  Lumberton,  Chestnut  St.,  10  a.m. 
Executive  Committee,  Division  of  Missions,  Methodist  Bldg.,  9:30  a.m. 
Raleigh  Sub-District  Planning  Consultation  to  Small  Membership  Churches,  Warren 

Circuit;  Providence  Church,  7:30  p.m. 
Conference  Comm.  on  Archives  &  History,  Whitaker's  Chapel,  Enfield,  10:30  a.m. 

WESTERN  NORTH  CAROLINA  CONFERENCE 
Middle/Older  Adult  Hike 

N.  Wilkesboro  District  Ministers'  Mtg.,  First  Church,  N.  Wilkesboro,  10:30  a.m. 
Marion  District-Rutherford  Clergy  Fellowship,  Red  Barn,  Forest  City,  11:15  a.m. 
WS/NE  District  Pastor-Parish  Relations  Comm.  Workshop  for  Cluster  Groups 
4  &  5,  Leaksville  Church,  Eden,  7:30  p.m. 

Marion  District-Burke  Clergy  Fellowship,  First  Church,  Morganton,  10:30  a.m. 

Parish/Community  Development  Comm.,  Hickory 

Gastonia  District  Ministers  Meeting,  Dallas,  10:30  a.m. 

Meeting  of  Priorities  Study  Comm.  with  District  Committees  on  Study, 

First  Church,  Hickory,  10  a.m. 

Cabinet  Meeting,  Hickory 

Executive  Board,  Health  and  Welfare  Ministries,  Wesley  Nursing  Center, 
Charlotte,  10:30  a.m. 

Marion  District-McDowell  Clergy  Fellowship,  First  Church,  Marion, 
10:30  a.m. 

Key  '73  N.C.  Rally,  Greensboro 
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Retired  Preachers  Are  A  Rare  Species 

by  Ruth  W.  Laughlin 


My  reaction  to  an  assignment  to  write  a 
story  on  retired  Methodist  preachers  is 
similar  to  the  small  boy's  upon  seeing  an 
elephant  for  the  first  time. 

"There  ain't  no  such  animal!" 

As  Rev.  G.B.  Tomlinson,  who  retired  at 
the  recent  WNC  Annual  Conference,  said, 

"Old  preachers  never  retire;  they  simply 
retread  and  press  ahead." 

Of  the  sixteen  ministers  who  retired  in 
June  at  the  North  Carolina  and  Western 
North  Carolina  Conference  sessions,  only 
one,  Rev.  Walter  Lee  Lanier  of  Statesville, 
says  he  is  going  to  just  sit  and  "work  on  his 
memories." 

"1  have  no  plans  to  travel  or  to  volun- 
teer for  any  kind  of  work.  I  do  not  plan  to 
write  any  books  or  even  read  many.  I  have 
put  away  all  funeral  books  and  wedding 
manuals.  I  have  'hung  up'  my  robe.  I  am 
going  to  sit  and  sit  and  rock  and  rock." 

The  other  fifteen  are  engrossed  in  a 
variety  of  activities,  which  during  the 
summer  understandably  includes  lawn 
mowing  and  gardening.  (In  fact,  some  were 
so  busy  they  didn't  have  time  to  reply  to 
our  inquiry  asking  what  they  were  doing.) 

Rev.  Garland  R.  Stafford  of  Statesville, 
comments, 

"I  tell  folks  around  here  that  I  quit 
preaching  and  went  to  work.  We  have  had 
much  work  to  do  getting  the  house  in 
better  condition,  working  on  the  lawn, 
trimming  shubbery,  and  setting  flowers  and 
plants.  Then,  I  have  done  work  at  our 
cabin  in  Ashe  County,  near  Jefferson, 
finishing  that  project  that  was  begun 
twenty-three  years  ago.  I  like  to  hammer 
and  saw." 

Rev.  Mr.  Stafford  is  going  to  be  doing 
some  writing  also.  Over  the  years  he  has 
collected  resource  material  and  his  files 
now  "run  to  sixty  drawers  and  boxes  and  is 
still  building." 

Another  author  is  Rev.  Key  W.  Taylor 
of  Farmville.  He  is  writing  a  book  and  has 


been  spending  considerable  time  on 
research.  Mr.  Taylor  also  is  serving  as  pas- 
tor of  the  Wesley  Charge  in  the  Greenville 
District. 

Although  he  entered  the  retired  rela- 
tionship in  June,  Rev.  W.  Alton  Tew  of 
Durham  accepted  an  appointment  to  Ellis 
Chapel  Church  in  the  Durham  District. 
Besides  serving  as  a  good  shepherd  to  his 
congregation  he  has  planned  the  following 
activities— "work  in  and  around  the  house, 
catch  up  on  my  fishing,  strum  my  guitar 
(when  no  one  but  my  wife  is  nearby),  culti- 
vate my  friends,  carry  some  of  the  love  of 
Christ  to  hospitals,  nursing  homes  and  the 
Retirement  Home,  read,  write  some  high- 
lights of  my  life  as  a  Methodist  preacher 
(not  for  publication  but  for  my  son),  spend 
more  time  with  relatives  and  enjoy  life  to< 
the  fullest  with  my  wife  who  for  38  years 
has  worked  tirelessly  and  proven  such  a 
wonderful  helpmate  in  home  and  church 
work." 

The  Rev.  Edgar  F.  Kale  of  Midland  i: 
serving  the  Benton  Heights-Midway  Charg( 
in  the  Albemarle  District  and  enjoying  hi: 
work  with  these  two  churches.  He  and  Mrs 
Kale  are  living  in  a  mobile  home.  The] 
have  thirteen  grandchildren.  Two  of  thei 
sons  are  ministers  in  the  Western  NortJ 
Carolina  Conference. 

Fishing  and  hunting  are  on  Rev.  Dui  ■ 
ward  T.  Goodwin's  agenda.  He  and  Mr: . 
Goodwin  have  a  home  near  Columbia,  N.(  I 
He  plans  to  spend  some  relaxing  da>$ 
fishing  in  the  sound  as  well  as  the  rive: -s 
and  creeks  in  the  area  and  hunting  for  dee  . 
geese  and  ducks. 

Mr.  Goodwin  also  anticipates  keepir  g 
busy  with  house  painting,  wood  work  ar  j 
substitute  teaching.  In  addition,  there  a  f 
eleven  grandchildren  to  be  visited  and  f  ' 
work  in  the  Independent  Order  of  0(( 
Fellows.  He  has  served  twice  as  Sta  < 
Chaplain  of  100F.  He  also  will  be  worki  ] 
with  some  of  the  local  churches  on  a  volu  i 
teer  basis. 
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Making  and  refinishing  furniture  is  a 
hobby  of  Rev.  C.J.  Andrews  of  Hills- 
borough. He  particularly  enjoys  repairing 
and  refinishing  old  pieces  and  plans  in  the 
near  future  to  set  up  a  cabinet  shop.  The 
Andrews  have  two  sons  and  two  grand- 
children who  live  in  nearby  cities.  Mr. 
Andrews  will  be  filling  preaching  engage- 
ments from  time  to  time  as  will  the  other 
retired  ministers. 

Rev.  Charles  Reichard  of  Charlotte  has 
been  "preaching  for  the  vacationing  boys" 
this  summer.  He  and  Mrs.  Reichard  have 
told  their  friends  that  "we  are  so  busy  we 
would  just  have  to  be  retired."  Then,  too, 
there  are  the  grandchildren  to  spoil- 
ranging  in  age  from  three  months  to  nine, 
13  and  17  years.  Other  retirement  plans 
will  be  made  in  the  fall  but  right  now  the 
Reichards  are  enjoying  being  free  of  parish 
responsibilities. 

Rev.  and  Mrs.  Willis  R.  Stevens  bought  a 
lome  in  Smithfield,  where  he  lived  during 
ligh  school  days.  He  writes  that  faces  of 
former  school  mates  are  beginning  to  look 
i  bit  familiar  and  "I  am  becoming  used  to 
;he  fact  that  they  have  become  so  much 
Mder  than  I  (so  it  seems)." 
j    The  Stevenses  are  busy  restoring  furni- 
ure,  planting,  sowing,  mowing  arranging 
nd   rearranging.  Mr.  Stevens'  hobbies 
enter  around  working  with  tools  and 
'orseback  riding.  Mrs.  Stevens  likes  to 
/rite  and  sew. Both  are  anticipating  some 
art-time  work.   She   is  experienced  in 
working  with  children.  Mr.  Stevens  says  he 
might  pass  as  a  handy  man.  I  could  do  a 
'ttle  preaching.  I've  done  it  before." 
J  They  have  three  children  and  three 
'anddaughters. 

Rev.  L.A.  Bennett,  librarian  at  Greens- 
)ro  College  since  1957,  and  Mrs.  Bennett 
an  to  do  some  traveling,  mostly  in  the 
IS.  Right  now  they  are  relaxing  and 
'Wing  their  grandchildren  in  Florida.  In 
e  future  they  plan  to  spend  the  summers 
■  Lake  Junaluska  and  the  winters  in 
1  lorida. 

Rev.  G.W.  Crutchfield  of  Garner  finds 
'  l  irement  to  be  rewarding  and  different, 
'  t  t  delightfully  so.  For  him  retirement  has, 


as  anticipated,  "opened  doors  to  new  and 
engaging  areas  of  living  and  serving  which 
otherwise  would  remain  closed." 

He  expresses  the  philosophy  of  many  of 
the  retired  ministers  when  he  says, 

"The  one  big  regret  in  my  ministry,  I 
suppose,  is  that  so  many  things  I  wanted  to 
do  and  planned  to  do  went  undone.  So 
many  plans,  hopes,  dreams  either  never  got 
off  the  ground  or  crashed  shortly  after 
take-off;  so  great  the  difference  between 
the  reach  and  the  grasp.  But  of  this,  I  hope 
the  good  Lord  will  say  of  me  as  He  did  of 
David  long  ago:  "You  did  well  that  it  was 
in  your  heart." 

Rev.  Carl  Barbee  is  now  living  in  Clin- 
ton, and  has  two  married  daughters  and 
four  grandchildren.  Mr.  Barbee  served  as 
assistant  secretary  of  the  North  Carolina 
Conference  for  twenty  years,  on  the  Board 
of  Ministerial  Qualifications  for  twelve 
years,  the  Board  of  Christian  Social  Con- 
cerns for  eight  years,  and  the  Board  of 
Conference  Relations. 

Rev.  G.B.  Tomlinson  of  Hildebran  is 
giving  his  green  thumb  a  lot  of  practice  by 
caring  for  two  gardens.  He  and  Mrs.  Tom- 
linson have  been  canning  and  freezing 
vegetables.  They  plan  to  do  some  traveling 
later. 

Due  to  a  serious  auto  accident  last  April 
30,  the  plans  of  the  J.  Elwood  Carrolls  are 
all  hold.  Though  the  injuries  of  Dr.  Carroll 
were  superficial,  Mrs.  Carroll  suffered  cuts 
and  breaks,  plus  some  damage  to  nerves 
and  muscles.  Until  Mrs.  Carroll  fully  re- 
covers all  retirement  plans  of  the  Carrolls 
are  in  suspense. 

For  their  retirement  home  the  Carrolls 
chose  Greensboro  as  they  had  served  two 
churches  in  that  city  for  a  total  of  thirteen 
years,  were  married  there,  both  daughters 
were  born  there,  were  married  there,  and 
one  makes  her  home  there.  They  have  two 
granddaughters. 

Dr.  and  Mrs.  Carroll  both  have  taught  in 
Christian   Worker's   Schools,  mission 
studies,  and  vacation  church  school  work- 
shops. They  have  been  active  in  developing 
(Continued  on  page  29) 
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EDITORIAL 


A  MATTER  OF  THE  FIRST 


IMPORTANCE 


There  is  an  accelerating  interest  among 
United  Methodists  of  North  Carolina  in 
strengthening  our  local  parishes.  Behind 
this  development  lies  the  realization  that  a 
great  church  can  be  no  stronger  than  are  its 
congregations.  Therefore,  how  to 
strengthen  the  local  church  and  make  it 
more  effective  becomes  a  matter  of  the 
first  importance. 

It  is  to  the  credit  of  our  administrative 
leaders  that  they  are  increasingly  perceiving 
the  strategic  importance  of  building  better 
parishes.  A  significant  aspect  of  this  devel- 
opment has  been  the  taking  of  a  sharp  look 
at  the  whole  itinerant  system.  For  a  gene- 
ration and  more  the  ministry  has  seemed  to 
be  locked  into  a  system  which  has  proved 
to  be  more  and  more  barren  with  the 
passing  of  each  year. 

The  chief  characteristic  of  this  system 
has  been  its  staid  and  unimaginative  assign- 
ment of  each  pastor  to  a  separate  charge. 
The  charge  might  be  a  single  church  or  it 
might  be  two  or  more  churches  formed 
into  a  circuit.  The  emphasis  was  placed 
upon  each  man  being  assigned  as  "preacher 
in  charge"  of  a  distinct  "work".  Each  shep- 
herd had  the  boundaries  of  his  pasture 
carefully  laid  out  and  his  sheep  were  kept 
separate  from  all  other  flocks.  For  several 
years  we  have  seen  some  effort  being  made 
to  establish  larger  parishes  and  to  set  up 
group  ministries.  But  the  going  has  been 
rough  and  new  concepts  have  generally 
been  slow  to  thrust  their  way  into  old  pat- 
terns of  thought  and  organization. 

Both  pastors  and  congregations  have 
tended  to  resist  changes  in  parish  bound- 
aries, in  the  established  alignment  of 
churches,  in  the  lone-operating  preacher-in- 
charge  status  of  the  minister.  Probably  the 
average  pastor,  after  operating  a  one-man 
ministry  for  some  years  has  tended  to 
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shrink  back  from  being  thrown  into  some 
form  of  cooperative  ministry  in  which  he 
becomes  one  member  of  a  closely  coordi- 
nated team. 

Of  course,  some  phases  of  such  a 
ministry  have  taken  form  in  many  larger 
churches  where  additional  ministers  (and 
lay  persons)  have  been  assigned  to  assist 
the  senior  minister.  These  forms  of  minis- 
try, however,  have  largely  grown  up  out  of  t 
the  needs  of  the  local  congregations  and  J 
not  from  planning  and  policy  decisions 
topside. 

A  further  hindrance  to  the  parish-staff  *  j 
concept  comes  from  the  reluctance  off 
pastors  to  give  up  "status".  A  minister 
comes  up  through  several  pastorates  rang- 
ing from  a  cluster  of  churches  to  a  station 
appointment.  After  many  years  of  hard 
work  and  growth  in  capability  he  becomes 
the  pastor  of  a  sizeable  congregation  in  z 
favorable  setting.  He  is  not  likely  tc 
respond  favorably  to  the  idea  of  entering 
into  some  form  of  larger  parish  or  yokec 
ministry;  he  thinks  of  that  possibility  as  i 
throw-back  to  something  from  which  hi 
has  recently  escaped. 

The  question  then  arises  that  if  there  i 
all  of  this  resistance  on  the  part  6 
churches  and  ministers,  why  disturb  th 
status  quo?  Why  stir  up  opposition  an 
conflict? 

The  answer  to  this  grows  out  of  th  \ 
realization  that  the  status  quo  is  not  goo  I 
enough.  Many  of  our  churches  are  exper  • 
encing  a  slow  but  ominous  decline  in  men  - 
bership  and  in  significant  ministry.  Son  S 
are  literally  "dying  on  the  vine".  Ahead  /| 
much  valuable  time  and  opportunity  h;  sj 
been  lost  while  kindly  disposed  admini  j 
trative  leaders  used  more  patience  th;  i 
aggressive  insistence.  Like  oft-postpon(  c 
major  surgery,  what  needed  to  be  done  h  i 
been  put  off,  while  the  malady  has  grov  rj 
steadily  worse.  We  have  hopefully  but  n  »| 
realistically  labored  under  the  illusion  th  i 
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if  we  waited  long  enough  the  problem 
would  go  away. 

The  putting  off  of  radical  changes  in 
parish  structure  and  ministerial  appoint- 
ment cannot  be  blamed  on  any  one  class  of 
individuals.  Clergy  and  laity  alike,  at  every 
level  have  in  the  main  tended  to  take  the 
way  of  least  resistance.  Here  and  there 
ministers  and  some  laymen  who  sought  to 
institute  much  needed  changes  received 
bruises  for  their  efforts,  but  little  else. 
Some  church  administrators  have  at  times 
sought  to  lead  out  only  to  find  that  they 
had  left  their  "following"  far  behind. 

However,  more  and  more  people,  both 
lay  and  clerical,  are  coming  to  realize  that 


we  must  change  our  ideas  about  what 
represents  a  good  and  effective  pastoral 
charge  and  what  arrangement  of  ministerial 
assignment  will  get  the  best  job  done.  They 
are  insisting  that  the  welfare  of  our  people 
in  their  congregations  and  the  effectiveness 
of  our  churches  in  their  missional  respon- 
sibilities be  placed  ahead  of  tradition  and 
custom,  ahead  of  status  factors  and  per- 
sonal convenience.  They  feel  that  we  must 
bring  our  churches  alive  so  that  their  minis- 
try to  people  will  be  greatly  improved  and 
their  impact  upon  our  society  sharply 
increased. 

We  will  have  more  to  say  about  this 
later. 


^HERE  andTHERE^ 


SOUTHERN  PRESBYTERIANS 
KEEP  BALANCE 

:l    The  recent  session  of  the  1 1 2th  General 
Assembly  of  the  Presbyterian  Church  in 
Ithe   United   States  (PCUS),  popularly 
jknown  as  the  Southern  Presbyterians, 
jseemed  to  take  a  middle  course  between 
(extremes.  Meeting  at  Montreat  in  North 
jCarolina,  it  voted  to  stay  in  COCU;  it  held 
pie  line  on  establishment  of  union  presby- 
teries  (with  other  denominations);  it 
fought  off  attempts  of  Mississippi  and  Ala- 
bama Presbyterians  to  be  set  up  as  a  new 
legional  synod  separate  from  Kentucky 
!md  Tennessee;  it  recognized  the  status  of 
vomen  by  providing  that  any  presbytery 
Miich  did  not  have  a  woman  delegate 
hiring  the  next  two  years  could  send  a 
voman  ruling  elder  who  would  have  the 
fcght  to  speak  on  the  Assembly  floor  but 
j/ithout  vote;  it  provided  for  continued 
pnion  talks  with  the  United  Presbyterian 
hurch  in  the  U.S.A. 

The  General  Assembly  elected  78  year 
Id  Dr.  L.  Nelson  Bell  as  its  moderator, 
hysician,  missionary,  editor,  and  the 
ither  of  Mrs.  Billy  Graham,  Bell  is  con- 
dered  a  conservative  with  broad  perspec- 
ves. 


HARRY  DENMAN  IMPROVING 

That  friend  of  everybody,  Dr.  Harry 
Denman,  is  continuing  to  convalesce  after 
his  recent  serious  heart  attack.  He  is  at 
Medicenter  of  America,  2728-1  Oth  Avenue 
S.,  in  Birmingham,  Ala. 

Before  his  illness,  in  spite  of  a  gruelling 
schedule  of  speaking  engagements,  he 
always  found  time  to  drop  notes  and  write 
letters.  These  communications  were  full  of 
loving  concern,  thoughtful  sympathy,  joy- 
ous congratulations— depending  upon  the 
circumstances  of  the  recipients. 

Now  we  have  an  opportunity  to  return 
the  favor.  Wouldn't  it  be  great  if  Harry 
Denman  could  receive  a  veritable  avalanche 
of  cards  and  letters  telling  him  that  we  love 
him  and  are  holding  him  in  our  thoughts 
and  prayers?  Incidentally,  he  will  be  79  on 
September  26. 


STAINED. GLASS  WINDOWS 

DIRECT  ARTIST  TO  CUSTOMER  TRANSACTIONS 


SKETCHES  &  BUDGET  PRICES  ON  REQUEST 
ALL  STYLES  LEADED  GLASS  —  FACETED  GLASS 
EXPERIENCED  SINCE  1946 


GENTRY    STAINED    GLASS  STUDIOS 

P.O.  BOX  4022      WINSTON-SAIEM,  N.  C 
PHONE  969-5000 
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Cummings  Memorial  Church 
Is  Mission-Minded 


by  John  E.  Jones 

HORSE  SHOE,  N.C.  -  There's  a  church 
in  the  mountains  of  Western  North  Caro- 
lina where  they  spell  the  word  missions  in 
capital  letters  -  MISSIONS! 

The  Cummings  Memorial  Church  on  the 
United  Methodist  charge  with  Etowah  in 
the  Asheville  District,  situated  at  Horse 
Shoe,  raised  $1947  during  the  1971-72 
conference  year  ...  all  but  $168  of  this 
was  outside  the  regular  church  budget  and 
dubbed  as  mission  specials.  And,  of  course, 
the  customary  single  figure  apportionment 
asked  by  the  W.N.C.  Conference  for  benev- 
olences was  in  addition  to  this. 

It  started  with  the  missions  concern  of  a 
small  group  and  soon  the  project  capti- 
vated the  interest  of  the  congregation.  The 
folks  decided  more  than  a  year  ago  they 
wanted  to  help  build  a  church  in  Korea, 
and  raised  more  than  $900  for  this  purpose 
the  first  year.  By  this  time,  the  die  was  cast 
—  the  people  were  truly  missions-minded 
and  were  ready  to  go!  Things  began  to 
happen.  Folks  started  having  family  devo- 
tionals  "jars"  for  their  daily  offerings  —  the 
children  made  sure  parents  remembered 
the  jars. 

There  were  rummage  sales,  bake  sales, 
Sunday  school  classes  responded,  handi- 
crafts and  knitted  items  were  made  and 
sold,  scraps  of  yarn  and  pine  cones  became 
boutonnieres  and  Christmas  tree  ornaments 
were  made  of  cotton  and  paper  cones.  A 
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chain  reaction  brought  one  project  after 
another. 

All  this  from  a  church  with  only  119 
members,  with  an  average  attendance  of 
50. 

A  by-product  of  the  missions  program 
has  been  greater  fellowship  among  the  j 
people  and  a  desire  to  be  a  sacrificing  | 
church. 

The  church  people's  interest  has  ranged  j 
all  the  way  from  four-year-old  Melissa! 
Ramsey  to  Wade  McKinney  who  is  in  hiss 
nineties.  Fifth  Sundays  emphasize  mission 
projects  —  offerings  are  brought  to  thee 
altar  and  the  children  in  the  church  sings; ! 
songs. 

Outside  the  regular  budget  of  the 
church,  the  missions  specials  at  Cummings 
Memorial  in  1971-72  included  $25  for  the 
Asheville  District  church  and  communit> 
worker,  $25  for  the  United  Methodist  Ser  j 
vice  Agency,  $25  for  the  ministry  foM 
unwed  parents,  $50  for  the  Cherokee; 
Indian  ministry,  $100  for  the  Jeremie  Hait  ! 
project  and  $100  for  the  Pakistani  Refuge* 
Fund  of  UMCOR. 

Foreign  missions  projects  have  include* 
$1250  for  the  Sang  Yong  church  in  Korea 
$10  for  World  Communion  projects,  an 
$144  for  the  young  adults'  adopted  Korea: 
orphan.  The  church  budget  included  $4 
for  work  in  the  church  community,  $12  i 
for  the  district  church  extension  fund  an  I 
$50  for  Bennett  College. 

The  Rev.  W.  Pleas  Elder  is  pastor  of  th  s 
Etowah-Cummings  Memorial  charge . 

This  group  from  Cummings  Memorial  came  h  ■ 
gether  to  relate  to  the  district  communicatio)  s 
co-director  just  what  happens  when  a  congr  - 
gation  decides  to  become  a  sacrificing  chun  ? 
wanting  something  to  happen  in  missions  outsk  z 
the  neighborhood.  Left  to  right:  first  ro\  , 
Melissa  Ramsey,  four  years  old.  Keven  Chambet ', 
Mrs.  Carl  Brannon,  Mrs.  W.H.  Holden,  Miss  Salt  t 
Green  Allison  and  Mrs.  Walter  Phillips;  secoi  c 
row,  Mrs.  J.P.  Ramsey,  Mrs.  W.P.  Elder,  the  Re > 
W.  Pleas  Elder,  pastor,  Miss  Gretchen  Wirtz,  Wa>  < 
McKinney  and  Miss  Ann  Johnson. 


Prayer  Conference  to 
Focus  on  Key  73 


LAKE  JUNALUSKA,  N.  C.  (UMI)  - 
Key  73,  a  movement  of  more  than  130 
denominations  and  Christian  groups 
"Calling  our  continent  to  Christ"  in  1973, 
will  be  the  major  focus  of  an  International 
Prayer  Conference  at  Lake  Junaluska,  N. 
C,  September  29— October  1. 

Sponsoring  the  Conference  will  be  the 
North  American  section  of  the  Inter- 
national Prayer  Fellowship.  James  H. 
Davis,  a  United  Methodist  layman  from 
Dallas,  Tex.,  is  president  of  the  Inter- 
national Fellowship;  Dr.  Verent  J.  Mills,  a 
Southern  Baptist  from  Richmond,  Va.,  is 
president  of  the  North  American  section. 
Retired  United  Methodist  General  Board  of 
Evangelism  general  secretary  Harry  Den- 
man  is  general  secretary  of  the  Fellowship 
and  former  Scarritt  College  president  D.  D. 
Holt  is  program  Chairman  of  the  Junaluska 
■  Conference. 

The  International  Prayer  Fellowship, 
formed  in  Seoul,  Korea  in  1966,  promotes 
the  annual  prayer  conference  and  small  fel- 
i  lowship  group  organizations  in  cities, 
j  churches,  and  communities  in  various 
.  I  countries.  The  purpose  of  the  organization 
'  is  to  "strengthen  the  prayer  life  of  believers 
|,  and  to  promote  the  healing  of  divisions  be- 
'  tween  mankind  through  prayer  and  Chris- 
j  tian  fellowship." 

1  The  entire  Junaluska  Conference  will 
focus  on  Key  73  with  particular  attention 

(  being  given  to  the  "Noon  Prayer  Call",  the 
first  step  of  the  interchurch  effort.  During 
i  the  last  two  weeks  of  1972,  persons  across 

I  i  the  nation  will  be  urged  to  pause  for  prayer 

I  at  noon  "that  millions  might  be  reached 

f  for  Christ." 

'J  The  Junaluska  conference  program  will 
#  include  a  keynote  address  by  Dr.  Ira  Galla- 
j  way,  Nashville,  Tenn.,  newly  elected  gen- 
i  eral  secretary  of  the  United  Methodist 
1  Board  of  Evangelism;  and  an  address  by  Dr. 
I\  A.  Raedeke,  St.  Louis,  Mo.,  former 


secretary  of  evangelism  of  the  Lutheran 
Church,  Missouri  Synod,  who  is  now  exec- 
utive director  of  Key  73. 

Other  speakers  will  include  Dr.  Atha  J. 
Baugh,  deputy  executive  secretary  of  the 
American  Baptist  Convention  and  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Key  73  executive  committee; 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Paul  Grant,  United  Methodist 
musicians  who  are  active  in  the  Ashram 
and  Lay  Witness  Mission  movements;  Dr. 
Alexander  J.  Reid,  United  Methodist  mis- 
sionary to  Zaire  (Congo);  Dr.  Dennis  F. 
Kinlaw,  Wilmore,  Ky.,  president  of  Asbury 
College;  and  the  Rev.  Robert  Yawberg, 
Fort  Wayne,  Ind.,  Christian  Churches  and 
Churches  of  Christ  minister  who  is  chair- 
man of  the  Key  73  Noon  Prayer  Call  em- 
phasis. 

The  Rev.  Joe  Hale,  Nashville,  Term., 
United  Methodist  Board  of  Evangelism 
staff  member  who  serves  on  the  Key  73 
executive  committee,  said  the  International 
Prayer  Conference  at  Junaluska  is  signifi- 
cant as  the  only  event  this  fall  bringing 
together  national  leadership  to  focus 
exclusively  on  Key  73. 

The  conference  will  open  Friday  at 
4:30  and  close  Sunday  noon.  Persons  inter- 
ested may  write  for  information  to  Mrs.  C. 
D.  Mehaffey,  International  Prayer  Fellow- 
ship, Box  578,  Lake  Junaluska,  N.  C. 
28745. 


EDUCATIONAL  FURNITURE 


DIXIE  EQUIPMENT  COMPANY,  INC. 

418  N.  Greensboro  St. 
Liberty,  N.  C.  27298 
Phone:  919-622-2204 


August  24,   1972  9 


Weekly  UM 
Newspaper 

Planned 

DALLAS,  Tex.(UMI)  The  United 
Methodist  Reporter  will  be  the  name  of  a 
new  national  weekly  newspaper  to  begin 
publication  here  October  20. 

The  Reporter  will  be  an  adjunct  to  The 
Texas  Methodist,  weekly  newspaper  owned 
by  the  six  annual  conferences  of  Texas  and 
operated  by  the  United  Methodist  Com- 
munications Council  of  Texas.  TM  pub- 
lishes 110  different  conference  and  local 
editions  weekly  with  a  circulation  nearing 
200,000.  The  Reporter  will  contain  the 
same  information  that  is  published  in  all 
TM  editions  and  the  fourth  page  will  be  the 
same  as  now  appears  only  in  the  local  edi- 
tions. 

Spurgeon  M.  Dunnam  III,  editor  of  TM, 
said  The  Reporter  will  have  no  regional 
identity  and  is  intended  to  appeal  equally 
to  United  Methodists  in  all  parts  of  the 
country.  Each  of  the  TM  editions  has  ei- 
ther an  annual  conference  or  local  church 
identity  on  the  front  page. 

The  decision  to  launch  a  weekly  na- 
tional edition  resulted  from  a  five-week 
experiment  conducted  by  TM  last  April 
around  the  time  of  the  United  Methodist 
General  Conference  in  Atlanta,  Ga.  Mr. 
Dunnam  said  a  trial  "General  Conference 
National  Edition"  of  the  TM  attracted 
more  than  5,000  subscribers  with  minimal 
promotion  effort. 

He  emphasized  that  trie  intention  of 
The  Reporter  is  not  to  compete  with  any 
other  church  publication  -  either  nat- 
ionally or  regionally  -  but  to  serve  a  need 
that  is  not  presently  being  met. 

Charter  subscribers  will  be  able  to  re- 
ceive 52  issues  of  The  Reporter  for  $4. 
Subscriptions  received  after  October  1  will 
be  $5  per  year.  Special  rates  for  10  or  more 
persons  from  a  single  local  church  are  avail- 
able upon  request  from  The  United  Meth- 
odist Reporter,  P.  O.  Box  1076,  Dallas, 
Tex.  75221. 
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TM,  publisher  of  The  Reporter,  is  a 
non-profit  agency  owned  by  the  six  an- 
nual conferences  of  Texas  and  operated  by 
the  United  Methodist  Communications 
Council  of  Texas.  A  governing  board  in- 
cludes representatives  from  each  of  the  par- 
ticipating annual  conferences. 


High  Point  College 
Chapel  Completed 

The  new  High  Point  College  Chapel, 
located  on  Montlieu  Avenue  adjacent  to 
Ha  worth  Hall  of  Science,  is  scheduled  to  be 
ready  for  use  when  students  return  to  cam- 
pus in  September  for  the  1972-73  aca- 
demic year. 

Donated  by  the  Chas.  E.  Hayworth  fam- 
ily, the  chapel  has  been  named  the  Chas.  E. 
Hayworth  Memorial  Chapel. 

The  Rev.  Charles  P.  Teague  will  serve  as 
chaplain.  His  duties  will  be  to  direct  all 
activities  held  in  the  chapel,  assisting  in  co- 
ordinating all  religious  activities  on  campus 
and  also  will  be  available  for  counseling. 

The  sanctuary  will  have  gold  carpet 
with  white  furnishings  and  ebony  ends  on 
the  pews.  The  nine  decorative  windows  in 
the  sanctuary  will  portray  the  history  of  i 
Christianity.  They  are  being  given  as  memo- 
rials through  individual  donations  for  this 
purpose. 

Designed  to  seat  250  persons,  the  sanc- 
tuary will  be  used  for  various  types  of  wor- 
ship services  as  directed  by  the  needs  and 
desires  of  the  students.  During  the  regular 
school  terms,  it  will  be  open  during  the  day 
and  certain  hours  of  the  evening  for  per- 
sonal private  use  in  addition  to  other  de- 
votional services  being  held. 

Meeting  space  will  be  provided  on  the 
lower  level  for  Students  for  Christian 
Action  meetings  and  workshops.  The 
chapel  also  will  house  the  new  Early  Child- 
hood  Education  Demonstration  Center 
which  is  a  program  involving  upper- 
classmen  in  addition  to  pre-primary  stu- 
dents. 


Asheboro  Layman 
Usher  of  Year 

E.  Wayne  Hughes  of  Asheboro,  a  mem- 
ber of  Central  United  Methodist  Church, 
was  presented  the  Usher  of  the  Year  award 
at  Lake  Junaluska  August  12.  Dr.  John  J. 
Rudin  of  the  Duke  University  Divinity 
School  faculty  made  the  presentation 
during  the  Saturday  night  banquet  at  the 
Terrace  Hotel. 

Candidates  for  the  award  are  nominated 
by  the  church  pastors  throughout  the  nine 
states  of  the  Southeastern  Jurisdiction.  All 
candidates  are  interviewed  by  the  Selection 
Committee  during  the  Conference  on  the 
Ministry  of  Worship,  which  was  held  this 
year  Aug.  10  through  Aug.  13.  The  Awards 
Committee  then  selects  the  outstanding 
church  usher  of  the  nine-state  area. 

Resource  leader  for  the  conference  was 
Dr.  Donald  E.  Saliers,  a  member  of  the 
i  Yale  Divinity  School  faculty. 

Mr.  Hughes,  long  active  in  the  program 
!|  of  church  ushering,  is  a  member  of  the 
jHigh  Point  District  Council  on  Ministries. 
^This  year  he  served  as  promotional  director 
of  the  Randolph  County  Chapter  of  the 
;  National  Foundation  of  the  March  of 
Dimes. 


1 1-Day  Holy  Land  and  Rome 
UNITED  METHODIST  TOUR 

$699  total-First  Class  Hotels 
Nov.  27-Dec.  7,  1972 

(Especially  designed  for  United  Metho- 
dists. Donald  E.  Wildmon  is  Tour  Direc- 
tor. His  fifth  tour  to  direct.  For  brochure 

I  write: 

Holy  Land  Tours 
P.O.  Box  1368 
Tupelo,  Miss.  38801 
Ministers:  Inquire  about  our  Tour  Host 
Program  where  you  can  travel  free! 


BUILDING  PROJECT  BEGUN 

A  ground  breaking  service  was  held  Aug.  13  at 
Wesley  Chapel  UM  Church  on  the  Franklinton 
Charge.  Construction  is  to  begin  immediately  on 
a  $28,000  building  which  will  contain  a  fellow- 
ship hall,  kitchen,  rest  rooms  and  storage  facil- 
ities. Taking  part  in  the  ceremony  are,  front  row, 
left  to  right,  A.L.  Evans,  chairman  of  trustees; 
Bobby  Harris,  youngest  member;  Otha  Evans, 
oldest  member;  Mrs.  Edith  Pope,  UMW  represen- 
tative; Rev.  Earl  Richardson,  pastor;  back  row, 
Thomas  Harris,  building  committee  chairman, 
and  B.L.  Bragg,  Jr.,  Administrative  Board  ^air- 
man. 


Letter  to  the  Editor 

BRAILLE  SS  LITERATURE 
I  wish  to  express  my  deepest  gratitude 
to  the  delegates  of  the  General  Conference 
meeting  in  Atlanta,  Georgia,  for  the  unan- 
imous approval  of  my  resolution  to  provide 
church  school  literature  for  United  Meth- 
odist people  who  are  visually  handicapped. 
Calendar  III,  report  22.  I  feel  that  God  has 
answered  my  prayers  as  this  life-long  dream 
has  now  become  a  reality  within  the 
Church  which  I  have  loved  for  so  long. 

On  behalf  of  the  visually  handicapped 
members  of  our  denomination,  I  want  to 
thank  the  General  Conference,  Bishop  Earl 
G.  Hunt,  Jr.,  Dr.  Howard  Ham,  and  my 
pastors  who  have  encouraged  me  to  work 
for  the  publishing  of  braille  literature  in 
our  church  school  material. 

Mrs.  Inez  Kilpatrick 
Charlotte 
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Program  Supplement 


NORTH 

CAROLINA  CONFERENCE 
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Service  to  Churches  of  Small 

Membership  Proves  Helpful 


CP.  Morris,  Associate  Director 
,  Nurture  and  Training 

Twenty-two  churches  of  small  member- 
ship in  the  North  Carolina  Conference  had 
consultants  working  with  them  during  the 
past  conference  year  in  an  effort  to  im- 
prove their  programs  and  make  their 
churches  more  effective.  Sponsored  by  the 
Conference  Council  on  Ministries  and  pro- 
moted by  the  District  Councils,  this  was 
the  beginning  of  an  effort  to  provide 
assistance  to  the  sixty-two  per  cent  of  the 
churches  of  our  conference  which  have  200 
members  or  less  over  the  next  few  years. 

This  program  is  based  on  the  following 
presuppositions: 

(1)  Congregations  of  small  membership 
have  the  potential  for  developing  effective 
ministries; 

(2)  Each  congregation  has  a  unique 
mission  and  ministry; 

(3)  Its  potential  can  best  be  discovered 
through  defining  its  purpose,  discovering 
needs,  setting  priority  goals,  developing 
plans  for  achieving  these  goals,  carrying  out 
plans,  evaluating  the  results,  and  repeating 
the  cycle. 


The  consultants  are  persons  (ministeria 
and  lay)  who  have  had  special  training  ii 
the  process  of  planning.  They  are  advisors 
enablers,  facilitators,  resource  persons,  wh< 
assist  pastors  and  leaders  as  they  engage  ii 
planning  the  ministries  of  their  church. 

Evaluations  of  this  service  by  pastor 
and  lay  persons  participating  in  this  pre 
gram  during  the  past  year  indicate  tha 
they  were  helpful.  A  sampling  of  thes 
evaluation  statements  follow: 

"It  presented  a  new  concept  of  findin  ; 
out  what  the  church  needed  which  w*; 
/ery  interesting  to  me"  ...  "I  really  W2 : 
happy  that  something  was  being  done;  w  - 
were  getting  to  an  all  low  ebb"  . .  .  "No1 ' 
the  people  have  at  least  seen  that  sorrn- 
thing  was  wrong  and  that  someone  wtf 
trying  to  help  us"  ...  "I  think  it's  goo  I 
that  the  Conference  wants  to  help  us"  . . 
"I  feel  enthusiastic  and  glad  to  ha>  i 
participated"  . . .  "We  have  at  least  made  ) 
beginning  toward  improving  on 
situation"  .  .  .  "We  were  given  helpfui  su  - 
gestions  as  to  how  to  accomplish  oi  i 
goals"  . .  .  "Helped  us  to  get  together  ar  j 
organize"  .  .  .  "Made  us  aware  of  our  nee 
and  think  about  what  to  do"  .  .  .  "Help< 
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us  see  the  strengths  of  our  church  and  what 
was  weak  and  in  need  of  improvement"  .  .  . 
"It  has  been  quite  helpful  as  an  expression 
of  our  Conference  caring  enough  to  offer 
to  do  what  it  can  to  help  here"  .  .  .  "The 
lay  people  have  really  gone  to  work  .  .  . 
helping  the  church  grow,  inviting  new 
members,  giving  their  time  and  money  in  a 
healthy  way"  . . .  "On  the  whole  the  pro- 
gram did  some  good,  but  still  did  not  solve 
the  problems  of  our  church"  .  . .  "The  pro- 
gram did  much  to  help  our  church  but  the 
program  alone  cannot  do  it,  people  must 
be  involved." 

Churches  participating  in  this  program 
and  the  consultant(s)  who  worked  with 
them  during  this  past  year  are  as  follows: 

Burlington  District:  Semora,  Milton, 
and  St.  Luke-Rev.  Fred  Falls,  consultant; 
Cedar  Grove,  Mr.  George  Forehand,  consul- 
tant. 

Durham  District'.  Asbury  Temple, 
Durham-Rev.  Milton  Mann,  consultant; 
Pleasant  Green— Rev.  Ben  Rouse  and  Mr. 
Joseph  Kapherr,  consultants. 

Elizabeth  City  District:  Pilmoor 
Memorial-Rev.  Kern  Ormond,  consultant; 
Sharon -Rev.  Ben  Potter,  Jr.,  consultant. 

Fayetteville  District:  Person  Street- 
Mrs.  Ritchie  Smith,  consultant. 

Goldsboro  District:  Brogden— Richard 
|  Williams,  consultant. 

Greenville  District:  Holy  Trinity-Rev. 
! Christian  White,  consultant. 

Raleigh  District:  Wesley  Chapel-Rev. 
jR.L.  Baldridge  and  Mrs.  Clifton  Smith, 
iconsultants;  Wake  Forest-Rev.  R.L.  Bald- 
liidge  and  Mrs.  Clifton  Smith,  consultants. 
I    Rocky  Mount  District:  Lucama-Mrs.  J. 
jClifton   Reynolds,  consultant;  Sims- 
Robert  L.  Bame,  consultant. 
!    Sanford  District:  Hoffman-Mrs.  Mary 
yon  Canon,  consultant;  Fletcher's  Chapel- 
Roy  Swaringen,  consultant;  Wadeville- 
*ev.  H.  Dennis  Draper,  consultant;  St. 
^uke,  Laurinburg-Rev.  S.L.  Townsend, 
onsultant;  Trinity,  Saniord-Rev.  Regi- 
ald  Ponder,  consultant. 

Wilmington  District:  Garland-W.H. 
lontgomery,  Sr.,  consultant;  Chadbourn- 
:ev.  G.  Paul  Phillips,  III,  consultant. 


New  brochures  describing  this  service 
are  now  available  from  your  District 
Council  on  Ministries  or  Conference  Coun- 
cil on  Ministries.  Local  churches  desiring 
this  service  should  contact  their  district 
superintendent. 


Camping  Ministry 

R.  Keith  Glover,  Coordinator 

CAMP  KERR  LAKE 
OFFERS  VARIETY 

The  water  is  back  to  normal  now  after 
rising  more  than  15  feet  in  June  to  a  record 
315.5  feet  above  sea  level.  Families,  picnic 
groups,  youth  groups,  scouts,  church 
school  classes  and  others  are  experiencing 
this  new  and  expanding  camping  facility. 

Steve  Rutherford,  of  the  Duke  Divinity 
School,  and  his  lovely  wife,  Karen,  are 
back  for  their  second  summer  managing 
the  program  and  facilities. 

Featured  in  the  program  this  summer 
has  been  the  addition  of  canoes  and  sail- 
boats. The  bath  house  and  pavilion  in  the 
day  use  area,  completed  last  summer,  have 
been  helpful  additions.  The  Senior  High 
Aquatics  Camp  and  other  overnight  groups 
have  made  good  use  of  the  hogan  units 
which  provide  shelter  and  cooking  facilities 
for  about  40  persons. 

After  August  20,  the  Rutherfords  will 
move  back  to  Durham  and  Henry  Grant 
will  return  as  camp  manager  at  Kerr  Lake 
for  the  fall,  winter  and  spring.  He  served  in 
this  capacity  last  year  and  is  a  teacher  in 
the  Henderson  public  schools. 

With  a  resident  manager  on  duty,  these 
facilities  can  now  be  made  available  year- 
round.  Fall  and  spring  week-ends  are 
particularly  inviting. 

In  the  near  future,  a  fall  opening  date 
for  the  new  Family  Camping  Area  will  be 
announced. 

For  reservations  and  additional  infor- 
mation write  the  Coordinator  of  Camping 
Ministry,  1307  Glenwood  Avenue,  Raleigh, 
N.C.  27605,  or  call  828-0568. 
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Children's  Ministry 

F.  Belton  Joyner,  Jr. 

WHAT  ABOUT  CHILD  CARE  AT 
YOUR  CHURCH? 

(The  following  article  is  based  on  an 
interview  with  Ms.  Vera  Zimmerman, 
Director  of  Ministries  with  Younger 
Children,  General  Board  of  Education,  The 
United  Methodist  Church.) 

In  What  Sense  is  Child  Care  a  Concern  of 
the  Church? 

It  is  a  ministry,  not  just  to  itself,  but  to 
persons  beyond.  If  there  is  a  real  need  in 
the  community  for  the  care  of  children 
while  their  parents  are  at  work,  I  think  it  is 
important  for  the  Church  to  meet  this 
need.  It  is  a  real  ministry  because  the 
Church  can  help  the  parents  show  love  and 
care  which  they  are  not  able  to  do  if  they 
are  away  from  home  all  day.  It  doesn't 
take  the  place  of  the  parents  and  in  some 
instances  families  need  some  demon- 
stration of  this  example  of  love  that  they 
can  show  to  the  children  when  they  are  at 
home.  I  don't  think  the  Church  ought  just 
to  do  it  for  the  parents  without  helping  the 
parents  grow  and  learn  too. 

Wltat  are  some  questions  a  local  church 
might  look  at  before  going  into  a  program 
of  Day  Care  of  Children? 

You  need  to  decide  how  many  children 
your  building  can  house,  or  if  you  have  to 
build  something  new.  Find  out  which  per- 
sons are  in  the  most  need  and  really  which 
persons  want  the  program.  So,  you  have  to 
do  a  selling  job  to  families  as  well  as  with 
the  church.  We  know  that  some  persons  in 
the  church  will  oppose  the  program  be- 
cause of  the  damage  they  think  it  might  do 
to  the  building.  It  probably  will  do  a  little 
damage,  but,  if  it's  helping  the  lives  of 
children  get  started,  then  I  think  the 
damage  is  minimal. 

What  about  Finances? 

The  Church  will  have  to  undergird  the 
program  for  at  least  the  first  year  and  may- 
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be  for  several  years.  There  is  no  tuition 
that  would  support  a  program  like  a  week- 
day kindergarten  or  nursery  school  (Where 
parents  pay  a  tuition  for  the  child).  Some 
church  school  classes  could  help  to  finance 
this  or  to  provide  scholarships  for  children. 

How  is  such  a  Program  Administered? 

I  think  that  it  is  important  to  have  ai 
board  to  work  with  the  director.  Thee 
director  doesn't  do  all  the  work!  The 
Board  is  representative  of  the  church.  II 
know  one  church  whose  board  members  s 
represent  the  various  classes  in  the  churchy . 
and  they  grow  in  their  knowledge  of  thee 
day  care  program.  Then,  they  support  itt 
financially  and  with  volunteers.  A  boardd 
can  support  the  director;  the  director  doess 
not  make  all  the  decisions,  but  it  is  thee 
board  who  decides  and  the  director  whet! 
implements. 

Any  Cautions? 

I  always  like  to  bring  in  the  parents  I 
survey  the  parents,  determine  what  thej'i 
want.  Let  the  parents  of  these  childrer 
decide  what  sorts  of  programs  they  want 
what  they  want  the  church  to  provide, 
certainly  wouldn't  do  anything  without  thi 
parents'  consent  or  judgment.  I  think  w* 
ought  to  learn  to  trust  others  outside  tM 
leadership  of  the  church  and  to  listen  t» 
what  they  have  to  say.  It  gives  them  mon: 
respect  for  the  church  who  allows  them  t  > 
be  themselves. 

Where  can  one  get  help? 

Let  me  mention  four  places:  (1)  Yoi  r| 
own  Conference  Office,  (2)our  office  ii 
Nashville  (Box  871,  Nashville,  Tennessee  , 
(3)  near-by  colleges  and  universities 
especially  home  economics  department 
and  childhood  education  people,  and  (' ) 
very  importantly,  the  State  Department'! 
Social  Services. 

OPPORTUNITY   TO   LEARN  MOF  f 
ABOUT  DAY  CARE! 

Day  Care  Seminars,  sponsored  ) 
Commission  on  Christian  Nurture,  H  £ 
North  Carolina  Council  of  Churches,  w  C 
be  held  in  North  Carolina  on  the  followii  f 
dates: 


Adult  I  Ministry 

John  M.  Meares,  Coordinator  of  Adult 
Ministries  and  Social  Concerns 

A  new  cycle  of  planning  for  ministry  by 
the  church  (changing  from  spring  to  fall) 
has  been  suggested  and  should  be  very  pro- 
fitable. The  September  issue  of  THE 
INTERPRETER  has  been  designed  as  a 
PLANNING  issue  to  assist  the  local  church 
in  its  planning. 

A  beginning  point  in  planning  should  be 
to  define  the  PURPOSE  of  YOUR  church. 
When  this  purpose  has  been  determined,  it 
should  have  enough  PEGS  on  which  you 
can  hang  the  total  ministry  of  the  church. 
The  purpose  should  reflect  the  outreach  as 
well  as  the  ingathering,  the  ministry  to  the 
community  as  well  as  the  teaching,  preach- 
ing, saving  ministry  of  the  gathered  body. 

The  total  constituency  should  be  in- 
volved as  much  as  possible  in  the  develop- 
ment of  input  for  the  church's  ministry. 
Groups,  such  as  the  Administrative  Board, 
nited  Methodist  Men,  WSCS  (United 
ethodist  Women  is  the  new  name),  Youth 
d  Adult  Church  School  classes  in  the 
hurch,  should  be  asked  to  contribute 
uggestions.  City  and  community  leaders 
Should  be  consulted  for  suggestions  of 
iieeds  in  the  community  where  the  church 
!*an  plug  in  to  make  the  community  a 
>etter  place  in  which  to  live.  Each  Work 
ea  should  make  suggestions  regarding 
reas  of  concern  which  they  have. 


re 


Program  proposals  from  the  District, 
Conference,  and  the  General  Church 
should  be  considered,  along  with  proposals 
from  the  General  Boards  and  Agencies.  The 
determination  as  to  what  you  will  do  with 
recommendations  from  beyond  your  local 
community  rests  with  you;  however,  there 
is  value  in  adopting  such  programs  as  the 
emphasis  on  KEY  '73  (Evangelism  for 
1973),  and  the  conference  program  on 
Stewardship  for  the  Conference  Year 
1972-1973. 

The  Council  on  Ministries  will  need  a 
great  deal  of  time  to  consider  the  proposals 
brought  before  it.  This  can  best  be  done  in 
a  retreat  setting.  If  this  is  not  possible 
several  "called"  meetings  should  be  given 
to  this  task. 

When  the  proposals  have  been  listed, 
they  should  be  ranked  according  to  pri- 
ority. You  will  find  that  some  things  will 
not  get  in  the  calendar  for  this  year.  Bud- 
get should  be  developed  for  the  various 
ministries  for  presentation  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Finance  and  the  Administrative 
Board.  Strategy  and  implementation  for 
the  program  must  be  considered.  If  you  fail 
at  this  latter  point,  then  all  your  planning 
may  be  in  vain.  Finally,  the  Council  on 
Ministries  is  the  calendaring  group  for  the 
church— if  you  want  it  to  happen,  put  it  in 
the  church  calendar  and  follow  up. 

The  suggestions  in  the  September  issue 
of  THE  INTERPRETER  will  be  invaluable 
to  you  as  you  seek  to  be  in  ministry  in  the 
coming  year. 


September  12,  Goldsboro  First  Presby- 
rian  Church,  1101  East  Ashe  Street, 
oldsboro 

September  14,  High  Point,  Green  Street 
aptist  Church,  300  Mangum  Street,  High 
)int 

September  19,  Newton,  Grace  Re- 
rmed  United  Church  of  Christ,  East  J. 
reet,  Newton 

September  21,  Asheville,  Central  United 
ithodist  Church,  27  Church  Street,  Ashe- 
le. 

These  seminars  are  "For  Those  of  You 


Who  Need  To  Be  Concerned  about  'Day 
Care'  in'  The  Community."  Dr.  Thelma 
Arnote,  Supervisor  of  Consulation  in  Day 
Care  of  the  North  Carolina  State  Depart- 
ment of  Social  Services  is  the  leader.  The 
program  will  begin  with  registration  at 
9:30  a.m.  and  adjournment  is  3:00  p.m. 
Ministers  of  local  churches,  Directors  of 
Christian  Education,  lay  men  and  women 
of  the  local  churches,  Directors  of  Social 
Services  and  Consultants,  and  other  inte- 
rested citizens  of  the  community  are 
invited.  There  is  no  admission  charge. 
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Youth  Ministry 


F.  Belton  Joyner,  Jr. 


KNOW  WHAT  A.C.S.  DELEGATES  ARE 
THINKING? 

If  you  would  like  a  copy  of  the  resolu- 
tions passed  at  A.C.S.  (Youth  Annual  Con- 
ference Session),  write  Youth  Ministry, 
1307  Glenwood  Avenue,  Raleigh,  N.C. 
27605.  The  resolutions  deal  with  issues 
ranging  from  the  organization  of  com- 
mittees at  A.C.S.  to  the  War  in  Vietnam  to 
ecological  concerns. 

HAVE  AN  IDEA  FOR  YOUTH  SERVICE 
FUND  PROJECTS? 

Seventy  percent  of  the  money  raised  for 
the  Youth  Service  Fund  within  our  con- 
ference is  spent  as  the  Conference  Council 
on  Youth  Ministry  determines.  The  Coun- 
cil will  be  meeting  soon  to  make  those 
decisions  and  would  be  glad  to  hear  your 
suggestions.  Write  Youth  Ministry,  1307 
Glenwood  Avenue,  Raleigh,  North  Carolina 
27605.  Projects  supported  this  year  in- 
cluded scholarships  to  increase  Black  and 
Indian  participation  in  conference  youth 
opportunities,  the  tutoring  program  at  the 
Robeson  County  Church  and  Community 
Center,  and  a  Chaplaincy  program  at  the 
C.A.  Dillon  School  at  Butner. 

LOOKING  OVER  POSSIBILITIES 
FOR  FALL 

You  may  be  thinking  about  re-vamping 
youth  ministry  for  the  fall.  Here  are  some 
resources  you  might  look  at:  Youth  Plan- 
book  (free).  Organizing  for  Youth  Ministry 
($1.00)  Your  Ministry  With  Junior  Highs, 
($  1 .00)  Your  Ministry  With  Senior  Highs, 
($1.00)  and  Interprekit  (rent  from 
TRAFCO,  1307  Glenwood  Avenue,  Ra- 
leigh, North  Carolina  27605.) 


For  more  information,  write  Youth 
Ministry,  1307  Glenwood  Avenue,  Raleigh, 
North  Carolina  27605. 

THESE  FOLKS  ARE  READY  TO  HELP! 

These  persons  are  district  coordinators 
of  youth  ministry.  Call  on  them!  Let  themn 
know  how  they  can  help  you  strengthen 
your  youth  ministry.  The  District  Co-' 
ordinators  of  Youth  Ministry  are: 

BURLINGTON-Rev.  Floyd  Hinshaw,, 
306  Anthony  Street,  Burlington,  N.<I 
27215 

DURHAM-Rev.  Ben  C.  Rouse,  P.O) 
Box  368,  Creedmoor,  N.C.  27522 

ELIZABETH  CITY-Rev.  A.E.  Gold! 
finch,  Jr.,  P.O.  Box  8,  South  Mills,  N.C 
27976 

FAYETTEVILLE— Rev.  T.S.  Yow,  III! 
1079  Stamper  Road,  Fayetteville,  N.C 
28303 

GOLDSBORO-Mrs.  S.B.  Boyd,  400  WW; 
Main  Street,  Mount  Olive,  N.C.  28365 

GREENVILLE-Rev.  James  C.  Stokes  | 
Jr.,  610  Larkspur  Road,  Kinston,  N.Ci 
28501 

NEW  BERN-Rev.  Dan  L.  Miller,  P.O. 
Box  444,  Jacksonville,  N.C.  28540 

RALEIGH-Rev.  Willie  S.  Teague,  472 
Deerwood  Drive,  Raleigh,  N.C.  27609 

ROCKINGHAM-Rev.  James  L.  Hardet  J 
Route  3,  Johns  Road,  Laurinburg,  NX1. 
28352 

ROCKY  MOUNT-Rev.  John  I. 
Williams,  1309  Sunset  Avenue,  Rock^ 
Mount,  N.C.  27801 

SANFORD  Rev.  Clingman  Capps,  4C  7 
W.  Main  Street,  Sanford,  N.C.  27330 

WILMINGTON-Rev.  G.  Paul  Phillip  , 
III,  Box  156,  Carolina  Beach,  N.  C.  284^  3 
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Wide  Choices  in  New 
Curriculum  Studies 

CP.  Morris,  Associate  Director 
Nurture  and  Training 


The  Division  of  Curriculum  Resources 
has  announced  a  wide  variety  of  study 
units  for  various  age  groups.  The  following 
are  now  available  from  Cokesbury,  Fifth 
and  Grace  Streets,  Richmond,  Virginia. 

To  Meet -to  Touch- to  Know:  The  Art 
of  Communicating.  This  new  study  unit  for 
adults  deals  with  the  common  barriers  to 
communication  in  life  today  and  offers 
helpful  ways  for  us  to  overcome  such  bar- 
riers. Chapter  titles  include  "A  Theological 
Understanding  of  Communication,"  "The 
Church  Out  of  Touch,"  "Creative  Listen- 
ing," "The  Language  of  Touch,"  and  "The 
Risk  of  Openness."  Study  book,  85  cents; 
Supplements,  50  cents. 

Christians  and  the  Meaning  of  Sexu- 
ality.   This  packet  for  education  on 
1  sexuality  is  designed  for  senior  highs  and 
their  parents.  The  unit  explores  the  mean- 
j  ing  of  sexuality  and  fosters  communication 
'  between  youth  and  parents  about  topics 
usually  difficult  for  them  to  discuss.  It  is 
one  of  the  most  complete  teaching-learning 
s  units  issued  by  the  Board  of  Education— 
and  certainly  so  on  this  subject.  There  is  a 
'course  guide  by  Ronald  K.  Johnson;  a 
.96-page  reading  book  for  youth  entitled 
\Youth    Views  Sexuality,  by  Ellis  B. 
Johnson;  a   142-page  reading  book  for 
jadults  entitled  Response  to  the  Sexual 
^Revolution,  by  David  R.  Mace;  16  pages  of 
student  work  sheets;  a  folder  of  worship 
esources;  and  a  series  of  session  guides  for 
neetings  with  youth,  meetings  with  par- 
;nts,  and  meetings  of  youth  and  their 
>arents.  Resource  packet,  $7.50. 

After  the  Children  Leave  Home.  This 
ew  curriculum  unit  in  the  United  Meth- 
dist  Family  Life  Series  attempts  to  help 
arents  adjust  after  their  children  leave  the 
arental  home.  The  book  describes  ideas 
id  issues  confronting  a  couple  at  this  time 
id  challenges  the  reader  to  explore  fur- 


ther these  ideas  and  issues  through  discus- 
sion, evaluation,  and  practical  application. 
The  resource  packet  contains  pertinent 
posters,  a  wall  chart,  a  fill-in  chart,  an 
inventory  chart,  pictures,  and  a  reading 
script— all  with  suggestions  for  use.  Each 
chapter  in  the  book  also  includes  sugges- 
tions for  study  groups.  Study  book,  95 
cents;  Resource  packet,  $3.95. 

Recreation:  The  Joy  of  Time.  This  unit 
for  early  teens  deals  with  recreation:  how 
recreation  expresses  joy  and  celebration, 
how  recreation  can  help  one  develop  in  the 
Christian  community,  and  how  recreation 
helps  express  life.  The  resource  is  planned 
as  a  Week  End  Pac,  but  may  be  used  in 
other  settings.  75  cents. 

Bread -and  Perhaps  a  Little  Butter.  This 
unit  for  late  teens  deals  with  money— its 
uses  and  abuses— and  the  Christian  per- 
spective on  money.  The  unit  is  planned  as  a 
Week  End  Pac,  but  it  may  be  used  in  other 
settings.  75  cents. 

Sing  and  Play  with  Nursery  Children. 
Sing  and  Play  includes  subjects  of  interest 
and  concern  to  two-and  three-year-olds. 
There  are  songs,  poems,  stories,  games, 
music  for  body  movement  and  rhythmic 
interpretation,  music  for  quiet  times  and 
listening  —  all  presented  in  such  a  way  as  to 
actively  involve  the  young  child.  Volume  I 
contains  material  for  fall  and  winter, 
1972-73.  Volume  II  (to  be  released  later) 
contains  material  for  spring  and  summer, 
1973.  Two  33-1/3  rpm  stereo  records, 
3 2 -page  songbook,  and  leader's  guide, 
$8.95. 

Leader's  Guide  for  Evangelism  in  the 
Wesleyan  Spirit.  This  guide  gives  help  on 
using  Dr.  Albert  C.  Outler's  Evangelism  in 
the  Wesleyan  Spirit  in  teaching  sessions.  It 
is  planned  for  use  by  groups  that  wish  to 
make  a  special  study  of  the  well  known 
Continued  on  page  18 
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SEJ  Foundations 
Association  Meets 

The  Methodist  Foundations  of  the 
Southeastern  Jurisdiction  held  a  meeting  at 
Lake  Junaluska  on  August  8-9,  at  the 
Lambuth  Inn. 

Dr.  Dwight  E.  Newberg,  Director  of 
Wills  and  Special  Gifts  of  the  Board  of  Lay 
Activities,  Evanston,  Illinois,  spoke  on 
"What's  Happening  in  United  Methodist 
Foundations  in  America." 

Other  speakers  included:  Dr.  Robert  C. 
Holmes  of  the  Florida  Foundation;  Dr. 
J.W.  Leggett,  Jr.,  Mississippi  Foundation,  I. 
Lee  Parker,  Jr.,  Vice  President  and  Trust 
Officer,  Wachovia  Bank  &  Trust  Company, 
Raleigh;  Dr.  Paul  W.  Worley,  Association 
Director  of  Development,  Emory  Univer- 
sity, Atlanta;  Bert  Jordan,  Lay  Leader, 
Jackson  Area  of  the  Mississippi  Confer- 
ence, and  Rev.  O.L.  Hathaway,  Raleigh. 

At  the  close  of  the  session  officers  were 
elected  as  follows:  President,  Rev.  O.L. 
Hathaway;  Vice  President,  Dr.  Paul  W. 
Worley;  Secretary-Treasurer,  Bert  Jordan. 
Dr.  Robert  C.  Holmes  is  the  first  past  presi- 
dent, and  Dr.  J.W.  Leggett,  Jr.,  the  second 
past  president. 

The  date  for  the  next  annual  meeting 
was  set  for  August  7-8,  1973,  at  Lake 
Junaluska. 


New  FILMS 

TRAFCO  A-V  Library  has  added  one 
new  16  mm  film,  "Is  It  Always  Right  To 
Be  Right"  and  seven  filmstrips  to  be  used 
with  the  mission  study  on  India  for  1972 
and  1973.  They  are:  "Choti  Goes  To 
School",  "Christ  In  The  Art  Of  India", 
"Listening  In  On  India",  "Of  Fruits,  Vege- 
tables, and  Men",  "What  Is  Nice  Rice"  and 
"When  A  Man  Does  It  For  Himself. 
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WIDE  CHOICES 

Continued  from  page  1  7 

theologian's  small  volume,  widely  heralded 
as  a  fresh  study  in  the  meaning  of  evan- 
gelism from  the  viewpoint  of  the  Wesleyan 
movement.  The  use  of  the  Outler  book  and 
the  Speer  guide  will  constitute  a  study  that 
United  Methodist  churches  can  make  as  a 
part  of  their  observance  of  the  interdenom- 
inational Key  73.  (The  Outler  book  is 
$1.25  per  copy;  10  or  more  copies  for  $1 
each.)  Leader's  Guide,  35  cents. 


N.C.  Youth  Takes 
Part  in  Project  I 

Miss  Debbie  Wilkins,  a  Lumbee  Indian 
of  North  Carolina,  is  one  of  three  young 
people  who  are  spending  the  summer  doing 
research  on  how  the  National  Division  of 
the  United  Methodist  Board  of  Missions  re- 
lates to  concerns  of  minority  groups. 

Objectives  of  the  project  include  pro-' 
mo  ting  dialogue  between  the  young  people  I 
and  National  Division  staff  to  enrich  mut- 
ual understanding,  and  to  research  and  ana- 
lyze Division  programs  and  functions  as 
they  relate  to  minority  empowerment  and 
self-determination.  The  youths  will  develop 
recommendations  from  their  research,  ac- 
cording to  the  Rev.  Dr.  Negail  R.  Riley, 
National  Division  assistant  general  secre- 
tary for  minority  affairs,  who  is  program 
coordinator. 

Miss  Wilkins,  a  junior  at  Pembroke  State 
University,  Pembroke,  N.C.  is  studying  so 
ciology  with  an  interest  in  church  and  com 
munity  work.  She  has  served  with  the  Rob 
eson  County  Church  and  Communit] 
Center  under  the  United  Methodist  Volun 
tary  Services  Program. 


Black  DSfs  Increase 

WASHINGTON,  D.  C.  (UMI)  -  The  roll 
of  non-white  United  Methodist  ministers 
serving  as  superintendents  of  predomi- 
nantly white  districts  climbed  to  26  this 
summer,  a  gain  of  two.  This  is  nearly 
double  the  total  of  14  in  1968. 

All  are  black,  although  during  the  past 
year  one  of  the  ethnic  superintendents  was 
an  Asian— American.  He  left  the  list  (in  Cal- 
ifornia—Nevada Conference)  when  he 
became  Bishop  Wilbur  W.  Y.  Choy. 

Three  annual  conferences  joined  the 
roster  for  the  first  time  —  North  Carolina 
(James  H.  McCallum),  Northern  New 
Jersey  (B.  Milton  Hargrove)  and  Virginia 
(Godfrey  L.  Tate,  Jr.).  None  of  the  1971 
list  dropped  out. 

Conferences  which  changed  superinten- 
dents due  to  death  or  retirement  but  re- 
tained a  black  minister  in  the  position  are 
Baltimore  (Harold  Johnson),  California- 
Nevada  (Thomas  Grissom),  Holston  (Paul 
|  Marchbanks),  Texas  (Richard  Robinson), 
Florida  (Ernest  W.  Newman).  Baltimore  is 
the  only  conference  with  two  non— white 
!  superintendents. 

Others  where  black  superintendents 
!  continued  are  New  York,  Northern  Illinois, 
Peninsula,  Eastern  Pennsylvania,  Southern 
California— Arizona,  Western  North  Caro- 
lina, West  Ohio,  Tennessee,  West  Virginia, 
|  Nebraska,  Detroit,  North  Texas,  Southwest 
!  Texas,  Southern  New  Jersey,  Missouri 
;  West,  Louisiana  and  North  Georgia, 
i     Other  top  area  or  annual  conference 
'posts  held  by  blacks  include: 

-  Dr.  Richard  V.  Moore,  Daytona 
|  Beach,  new  lay  leader  for  Florida  Confer- 
ence. 

-  The  Rev.  A.  C.  Epps,  Atlanta,  area 
assistant  for  Atlanta  Area. 

-  The  Rev.  C.  C.  Hall,  Hot  Springs,  dis- 
trict superintendent  working  with  the  ca- 
binets of  both  Arkansas  conferences  in 
liaison  with  churches  of  the  former  South- 
west Conference. 

-The  Rev.  Anthony  J.  Shipley,  De- 
troit, continuing  as  program  director  for 
Detroit  Conference. 


N.C.  Project 
Given  Grant 

WASHINGTON,  D.C.  (UMI)- 
Education  for  all  ages,  community  plan- 
ning and  economic  development  projects 
will  benefit  from  a  half-million  dollars  in 
minority-empowerment  grants  announced 
here  Aug.  1 1 . 

The  funds  will  go  to  34  projects  across 
the  nation,  with  service  to  all  major  ethnic 
groups.  They  were  approved  by  the  United 
Methodist  Commission  on  Religion  and 
Race,  from  the  special  budget  created  by 
the  1970  General  Conference  in  a  reorder- 
ing of  budget  priorities. 

The  grants  were  announced  by  Bishop 
Charles  F.  Golden  of  Los  Angeles,  chair- 
man of  the  commission's  Funding  Com- 
mittee. He  said  this  brings  the  total  this 
year  to  $886,500  out  of  a  potential  of 
some  $1.7  million. 

Among  the  current  grants,  none  for 
more  than  $30,000,  was  one  for  com- 
munity organization  efforts  in  Lumberton, 
N.C. 


NEWPARSONAGE 

Calvary  UM  Church,  Durham,  has  purchased  a 
new  parsonage  at  906  Leon  St.  at  a  cost  of 
$38,500.  A  two-story  brick  house,  it  has  eight 
rooms,  three  baths,  electric  heat,  central  air 
conditioning  and  is  fully  carpeted. 
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WOMEN'S  NEWS 

North  Carolina  Conference 


Mrs.  Bruce  Hargrove 


INFORMATION  ON  1 

As  time  draws  closer  and  each  new 
piece  falls  into  place,  all  of  us  involved  in 
planning  and  programming  are  getting 
more  excited.  We  want  you  to  have  the 
following  information  so  you  may  begin 
promoting  and  publicizing. 

1.  Date:  October  10th  and  11th. 

2.  Place:  Hayes  Barton  United  Meth- 
odist Church,  Raleigh. 

3.  Time:  Opening  session  at  10:00  a.m. 
Tuesday,  Oct.  10th;  End  of  closing 
session  approximately  3:00  to  3:30 
Wed.  p.m. 

4.  Registration:  8:00  a.m.  Tuesday. 
Hospitality  available. 

5.  Cost:  $12.00  will  again  be  the 
amount  for  registration,  meals  and 
insurance.  Registration  without 
meals  $1.80. 

6.  Registration  blanks:  Available  Sum- 
mer R  and  R  and  will  be  mailed  to 
local  presidents  in  August. 

Please  remember  to  emphasize  to  your 
local  presidents  that  each  local  society  is 
allowed  only  one  voting  delegate  and  that 
housing  will  be  provided  for  voting  del- 
egate only.  Also  stress  that  everyone  is  wel- 
come and  that  we  urge  all  to  come  and 
fully  participate,  but  they  will  be  registered 
as  guests.  There  are  3  motels  readily  access- 
ible to  the  church  where  they  can  make 
reservations  at  their  own  expense:  The  Hil- 
ton Inn,  The  Velvet  Cloak  and  the  Holiday 
Inn  all  located  on  Hillsborough  Street. 

The  theme  is  "We  affirm  ..."  and  we 
are  delighted  to  announce  the  roster  of 
outstanding  speakers  we  have  secured.  The 
Rev.  and  Mrs.  Warren  Ebinger,  Washington, 
D.C.,  who  have  been  greeted  with  wide  ac- 
clamation everywhere  they've  been,  will 
lead  us  as  we  seek  to  affirm  our  faith  in 
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God  on  Tuesday  a.m.  Mr.  Ebinger  is  Assis- 
tant General  Secretary,  Board  of  Church 
and  Society  and  Mrs.  Ebinger  wrote  "Open 
up  your  life",  the  beautiful  Quiet  Day  ser- 
vice for  the  1972  Call  to  Prayer  and  Self- 
denial.  They  will  also  make  three  other  pre- 
sentations, using  their  varied  creative  tech- 
niques. 

Mrs.  H.  Olin  Troy,  Chattanooga,  Tenn., 
during  two  sessions,  will  lead  us  into  a 
greater  understanding  and  eager  acceptance 
of  our  newly  created  organization,  United 
Methodist  Women.  We  especially  rec- 
ommend to  the  Guilders  the  Tuesday  even- 
ing session  with  Mrs.  Troy.  She  will  explore 
and  lift-up  our  oneness.  We  are  also  arrang- 
ing for  her  to  be  available  immediately  fol- 
lowing that  session  for  an  informal  "Gab- 
bing with  Guilders"  get-together.  She  will 
also  provide  time  for  essentially  the  same 
type  informal  session  for  everyone  else  the 
next  morning.  Mrs.  Troy  has  served  eight 
years  on  the  Board  of  Missions  and  is  wide- 
ly known  for  her  expertise  and  sparkling 
presentations. 

Dr.  Charles  Ratliff,  Chairman  Depart 
ment  of  Economics,  Davidson  College,  an< 
recently  returned  from  Pakistan  where  I 
served  as  Professor  of  Economics,  Formal 
Christian  College,  Lahore,  will  help  us  sc  - 
our new  role  as  we  seek  to  affirm  our  lov  | 
for  others. 

The  hostess  church  not  only  epitomize  s 
cooperation,  but  anticipates  many  thinjs 
that  will  make  our  being  at  Hayes  Barton  a 
memorable  event.  Let's  do  encourage  c 
our  women  to  make  plans  now  to  be  the  e 
on  October  10th  and  11th. 

All  United  Methodist  Women  to  circ 
this  on  your  calendar  now. 

Mrs.  Jean  A.  Dorse  t 
Program  Chairwom 
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WOMEN'S  NEWS 

Western  North  Carolina  Conference 


Mrs.  Julian  Lindsey 


ATTEND  LEGISLATIVE  BRIEFING 

Three  representatives  from  WNC  Con- 
ference of  the  Women's  Society-Guild  were 
included  in  the  National  Legislative  Train- 
ing Event  held  in  Washington,  D.C.  for 
Southeastern  Women's  Division.  This  was 
the  fifth  such  briefing  for  Methodist 
Women  held  by  staff  personnel  at  the 
Methodist  Building  adjacent  to  Capitol 
Hill. 

Mrs.  James  Smith,  Greensboro,  Mrs. 
Charles  Gidney,  Clyde,  and  Mrs.  J. A.  Lind- 
sey, Charlotte,  spent  four  days  in  intensive 
study  concerning  Drugs,  Welfare  Reform, 
and  Ending  the  War  in  Vietnam.  They  were 
also  briefed  on  how  Congress,  the  Church, 
and  various  agencies  work,  and  how  leaders 
in  each  are  contacted,  influenced  and  help- 
ed in  cooperating  for  the  common  good.  A 
i  detailed  account  of  a  similar  seminar  may 
\  be  read  in  the  last  issue  of  our  response 
magazine.  Plans  made  by  each  participant 
were  brought  home  to  present  in  some 
form  the  information  received  and  are 
available  for  similar  seminars  on  local  or 
district  levels  on  any  or  all  of  these  issues. 


enjoyed  because  Kamala  Edwards,  instruct- 
or at  Florida  Southern,  and  a  native  of 
India  entertained  with  song,  dance  and  ex- 
planation. 

Dr.  Toombs  Kay,  Dean  at  Tennessee 
Wesleyan  College,  presented  "Romans"  as 
the  Bible  speaks  to  us  today,  and  the  stu- 
dents of  "Faith  and  Justice"  were  intrigued 
by  "The  Hangman"  a  film-poem  explaining 
how  our  faith  affects  others.  District  lead- 
ers will  now  further  plan  for  local  studies. 

The  new  Social  Creed  taken  from  the 
1972  Social  Principles  of  our  Church  was 
used  most  effectively  for  worship  experi- 
ences. "Guidelines  for  Local  Units  of  Unit- 
ed Methodist  Women"  was  introduced  and 
discussed.  The  "Outline  of  Events  for  Uni- 
fying into  the  United  Methodist  Church" 
was  distributed  plus  the  "Constitution  for 
Local,  District,  Conference  and  Juris- 
diction Organization  of  the  Women's  Divi- 
sion" as  adopted  by  General  Conference 
this  May.  A  national  mailing  of  "Readiness 
Packets"  to  local  units  will  take  place  this 
fall. 


WEEKEND  OF  STUDY 

if 

|  j  The  Conference  School  of  Christian 
<  Mission  began  with  the  Weekend  of  Study 
,5l  Jwhich  capsuled  the  events  to  follow  in  ex- 
\i  panded  sessions  through  the  week.  Keen  in- 
erest  marked  all  the  studies  now  to  be  pre- 
jid  rented  in  the  Districts  and  local  churches. 
Highlights  included  the  Mela,  an  Indian 
-east  replete  with  native  food,  decoration 
^  ind  fashion  show  of  Saris.  This  was  doubly 


SOUTHEASTERN  EQUIPMENT  CO. 


Chairs  and  tables  in  com- 
plete range  of  sizes  for  every 
Church  need.  Steel  and  wood 
folding  chairs,  folding  ban- 
quet tables,  speakers'  stands, 
Also  office  desks  and 
chairs.  Write  for  infor- 
mation. 
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TIES  BETWEEN  CHRISTIANITY  AND 
INDIAN  TRIBAL  RELIGIONS  DIS- 
CUSSED 

ESTES  PARK,  Colo.  (UMI>-An  exami- 
nation of  parallels  that  may  exist  between 
Christianity  and  Indian  tribal  religions  was 
one  of  the  items  on  the  agenda  of  the 
National  Fellowship  of  Indian  Workers 
here  this  summer. 

Indian  tribal  religions  must  be  accorded 
serious  study  as  one  aspect  of  the  ways 
mankind  has  sought  to  relate  to  God,  the 
Rev.  Benjamin  Reist,  dean  of  the  San  Fran- 
cisco Theological  Seminary  at  San 
Anselmo,  Calif.,  said.  The  Rev.  Homer 
Noley,  who  heads  Indian  work  for  the 
United  Methodist  Board  of  Missions,  sug- 
gested another  area  in  which  Indian  theo- 
logy can  contribute  to  Christianity  when 
he  said:  "Our  (Indian)  ancestors  believed  in 
a  spirit  world  of  all  things— It  may  be  that 
we  are  closer  to  the  original  Christianity 
than  we  think." 


LAITY  BOARD 
STOPS  DISTRIBUTION 

The  United  Methodist  General  Board  of 
the  Laity  in  Evanston,  111.,  is  phasing  out 
its  materials  distribution  section.  After 
August  1,  all  items  in  the  board's  catalog 
are  being  handled  exclusively  by  the 
United  Methodist  Publishing  House 
through  the  Cokesbury  stores  and  regional 
service  centers. 


FIBERGLASS 

STEEPLES 

►  STAINED  FIBERGLASS  WINDOWS 
•  CROSSES 
•  LIGHTED  SIGNS 

Write  for  free 
color  brochure. 
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DEFENSE  CONTRACT 
INVESTMENTS  REPORTED 

EVANSTON,  111.  (UMI)-Less  than 
three-fourths  of  one  per  cent  of  the  United 
Methodist  Church's  General  Board  of  Pen- 
sions investments  is  involved  in  business 
firms'  defense  contracts  sales,  it  was 
announced  here  recently. 

The  Rev.  Claire  C.  Hoyt,  general  secre- 
tary of  the  board,  said  that  only  four  firms 
with  as  much  as  5  per  cent  of  their  sales 
from  such  contacts  are  represented  in 
stocks  the  board  now  holds.  Of  the  four, 
one  has  about  5  per  cent  of  its  gross  sales 
from  armaments  work,  and  the  other  three 
are  in  the  2  to  3  per  cent  range. 

"These  companies  have  good  records  in i 
social  responsibility  generally,  and  we  arei 
constantly  reviewing  and  evaluating  theiri 
operations,"  Dr.  Hoyt  added.  He  noted I 
that  5  per  cent  is  sometimes  regarded  by 
churchmen  as  a  good  rule  of  thumb  foi 
considering  such  investments.  In  recem 
months,  the  Board  of  Pensions  has  sold 
three  holdings  in  firms  with  defense  com 
tracts  and  has  added  to  one.  There  ha; 
been  no  change  in  three  others. 


BOARD  OF  MISSIONS 
STAFF  CHANGES 


ANNOUNCE) 


NEW  YORK  (UMI)-A  new  staff  tear 
has  been  announced  for  planning,  produ 
tion  and  distribution  of  audiovisual  n 
sources  of  the  United  Methodist  Board 
Missions. 

Gilbert  M.  Galloway  has  been  elect 
director  of  audiovisual  resources  in  ti 
board's  Joint  Commission  on  Educati » 
and  Cultivation  after  serving  as  associ;  t 
director  since  1967.  He  succeeds  the  R 
David  W.  Briddell  who  earlier  in  the  y 
was  elected  an  assistant  general  secretar) 
the  Joint  Commission.  Miss  Beverly  Chi  n 
formerly   of  Kettering,  Ohio,  has  b 
named  to  succeed  Mr.  Galloway  as  a  *| 
ciate  director. 


MEXICAN  METHODISTS 
APPROVES  CHANGES 

NEW  YORK  (UMI)-The  Methodists  of 
Mexico  have  set  out  on  a  new  course. 

A  special  General  Conference  of  the 
32,935-member  autonomous  church  in 
July  took  these  and  other  innovative 
actions:  Women  were  given  equal  minis- 
terial rights  with  men.  A  single  order  for 
the  ministry,  that  of  elder,  was  voted.  The 
office  of  deacon  was  created  for  lay 
persons  in  special  church  tasks;  deacons 
will  be  elected  by  congregations.  Lay  per- 
sons were  authorized  to  conduct  all  church 
ceremonies  except  sacraments  (baptism 
and  communion),  including  weddings.  The 
church  has  come  more  fully  "to  the 
people,"  with  adding  of  folk  values  and 
customs  to  the  liturgy— for  example,  such 
celebrations  as  dedication  of  a  home  or  car. 

After  40  years  of  autonomy,  with  a 
single  bishop,  two  episcopal  areas  were 
ordered,  Northern  and  Southern.  A  second 
pishop  will  not  be  elected  until  the  regular 
General  Conference  of  1974,  so  Bishop 
Alejandro  Ruiz  will  continue  as  the  only 
episcopal  leader  for  two  years.  National 
Church  boards  were  abolished,  to  be  re- 
placed by  a  newly-created  over-all  General 
3oard. 


SEMINARY  ENROLLMENT  SHOWS 
JTTLE  CHANGE 

j  DAYTON,  Ohio  (UMI)-Enrollment  in 
ilnited  Methodist  seminaries  in  the 
j  971-72  academic  year  showed  little 
tiange  over  the  previous  year,  according  to 
atistics  released  here  by  the  American 
issociation  of  Theological  Schools 
UTS). 

In  its  annual  Fact  Book  on  Theological 
ducation,  the  accrediting  agency  reported 
iat  United  Methodist  student  body  size 
creased  only  slightly  from  3,781  in 

■  )70-71  to  3,787  in  1971-72.  All  14 
tiited  Methodist  seminaries  belong  to 

jji  ATS,  the  only  agency  accrediting  theo- 
gical  schools  in  North  America. 


CUkRICULUM  STAFF  CHANGES  TOLD 

NASHVILLE,  Tenn.  (UMI)-Three 
shifts  in  editorial  responsibilities  in  the 
United  Methodist  Church's  Division  of 
Curriculum  Resources  have  been 
announced  here. 

The  Rev.  Walter  N.  Vernon,  executive 
editor  of  general  publications  and  adminis- 
trative associate  in  the  division  will  retire 
November  1.  The  Rev.  Harold  L.  Fair, 
executive  editor  of  the  Department  of 
Youth  Publications,  has  been  named  Assoc- 
iate Editor  of  Church  School  Publications, 
assuming  some  of  the  responsibilities  of  Dr. 
Vernon  as  well  as  other  tasks.  Succeeding 
Dr.  Fair  will  be  the  Rev.  Richard  H.  Rice 
who  will  continue  to  edit  Youth  Leader. 
Mrs.  Florence  A.  Lund  has  been  named 
executive  editor  of  the  Department  of 
General  Publications  and  will  continue  as 
editor  of  The  Christian  Home. 


LITTLETON  COLLEGE  REUNION 


Among  those  who  took  part  in  the  Littleton  Col- 
lege reunion  at  N.C.  Wesleyan  College  July  8  are, 
left  to  right,  Mrs.  Nina  McCall  Ruffner  of  Arling- 
ton, Va.,  president  of  the  Littleton  College 
Memorial  Association;  Mrs.  Delle  McGowan  Criss- 
man  of  Rocky  Mount,  a  former  Association  presi- 
dent; Mrs.  Rhoda  Holden  McMillan  of  Parkton, 
president  of  the  Carolina  College  Alumnae  Asso- 
ciation, and  Miss  Ophelia  Barker  of  Milton,  secre- 
tary of  the  Memorial  Association. 
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Sunday  School  Lesson 

By  Dr.  Raymond  A.  Smith 
(International  Lesson  Series) 


FOR  SEPTEMBER  3 


THE  BIBLE  IN  OUR 

CHANGING  WORLD 


Background  Scripture:  Joshua  1;  Isaiah  40; 
Daniel  1 ;  John  8 

Lesson  Scripture:  Joshua  1:1-9;  Isaiah 
40:6-8;  John  8:12 

We  begin  now  a  new  year  of  lessons. 
For  the  first  quarter  the  general  theme  is: 
"The  Bible  Speaks  to  Issues  of  Our  Time." 
The  lessons  will  involve  discussions  of  (1) 
the  Bible  and  Science  (2)  the  Bible  and 
Interpersonal  Relationships  and  (3)  The 
Bible  and  Civic  and  World  Responsibilities. 

It  may  surprise  some  readers  to  discover 
that  the  Bible  has  anything  to  say  about 
these  matters.  Many  people  feel  that  it  is  a 
good,  but  very  old  book,  which  spoke  to 
the  needs  of  people  in  ancient  times  but 
gives  little  or  no  guidance  on  current  pro- 
blems. In  other  words  it  is,  for  them,  irrele- 
vant. We  hope  to  show  during  the  course  of 
this  quarter  that  such  is  not  the  case.  On 
the  contrary,  we  may  discover  that  the 
most  important  thing  about  the  Bible  is 
not  its  relation  to  ancient  history,  but 
rather  its  principles  which  are  relevant  to 
every  person  in  every  place,  and  in  every 
age.  Its  principles  are  timeless  and  its  truths 
are  as  contemporary  as  this  morning's 
newspaper. 

The  Scriptural  background  for  this 
lesson  is  taken  from  four  widely  different 
sources,  three  from  the  Old  Testament 
and  one  from  the  New.  The  thought  that 
binds  them  together  is  that,  while  circum- 
stances change  from  age  to  age,  God's  truth 
is  unchanging. 

The  first  of  these  selections  is  from 
Joshua  1:1-9.  With  the  death  of  Moses  (see 
Deuteronomy  34:5)  many  of  the  people 
were  afraid.  What  would  they  do  now  that 
the  great  leader  had  gone  from  their  midst? 
This  shock,  this  fear  of  the  new  and  un- 
tried, is  a  basic  human  characteristic.  When 


our  hope  and  trust  have  been  placed  in  i 
great  leaders  and  they  are  suddenly  taken  . 
from  us,  the  natural  response  is  one  of' 
apprehension  for  the  future.  But  right  here, 
in  the  beginning  of  our  study,  we  discover  r 
an  eternal  principle,  namely,  that  there  is s 
no  such  thing  as  the  "irreplaceable  man."" 
Waiting  in  the  wings  to  take  over  MosesVi 
role  in  the  drama  of  the  redemption  of  j 
Israel  was  Joshua,  Moses'  lieutenant,  andaa 
God-appointed  man.  It  was  he  who  would, 
lead  the  people  into  the  promised  land. 

The  next  Scripture  is  found  in  Isaia! 
40:6-8.  Here  again,  just  as  it  seemed  tha  j 
hope  was  gone  for  the  exiles  in  Babylon 
there  comes  a  voice  of  hope.  Scholar  ( 
generally  agree  that  the  writer  was  late  j 
than  Isaiah  of  Jerusalem  whose  propheti : 
work  had  ended  some  time  before  this.  Th'4 
words  of  hope  (see  Isaiah  40:1-5)  assur:) 
the  exiles  that  have  more  than  fulfilled 
their  term  of  bondage   and  have  receive  1 
at  the  Lord's  hand  double  measure  for  trti 
sins  of  unfaithfulness  committed  by  they: 
and  their  forefathers.  It  is  as  if  son* 
modern  prophet,  or  scientist,  could  it 
assure  a  world  trembling  with  fear 
extinction,  that  all  our  sins  against  o  i 
environment  would  be  forgiven,  and  th  i 
there  was  indeed  hope  for  a  new  and  cle 
world  for  future  generations  to  live  in. 

But  as  we  read  on  in  Isaiah  40  beyo 
these  hopeful  words  we  come  to  verses  ( - 
which  remind  us  that  man  is  but  a  ft  i 
creature  and  that  his  tenure  of  life  is  she  f 
It  has  been  said  many  times  that  man  is  r 
only  species  on  the  planet  that  knows  h 
going  to  die.  That  is  why  a  great  poem  si  < 
as  Thomas  Grey's  "Elegy"  has  had  a  c  > 
tinuing  appeal  from  one  generation 
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another.  The  tragic  sense  of  life  is  ex- 
pressed in  many  stanzas  of  this  beautiful 
work.  Here  is  one  of  them: 
The  boast  of  heraldry,  the  pomp  of  power, 
And  all  that  beauty,  all  that  wealth  e'er 
gave, 

Await  alike  the  inevitable  hour: 
The  paths  of  glory  lead  but  to  the  grave. 
All  of  which  is  to  say  man  does  his  work 
and  lives  his  life  under  the  shadow  of  the 
approaching  end.  Our  lesson  Scripture  does 
say  "all  mankind  is  grass"  and  "the  grass 


SUNDAY 


background  Scripture:  Genesis  1 ;  Psalms  8 
Lesson  Scripture:  Genesis  1:24-31; 
2:19-20;  Psalms  8:6 

j  This  is  the  first  of  a  unit  of  five  lessons 
!>n  the  general  theme:  "The  Changing 
Vorld  of  Science  and  Technology."  Some 
feaders  may  wonder  what  such  a  theme  has 
|o  do  with  the  Christian  faith.  But  if  we 
Ian  imagine  a  Divine  Voice  saying  to  us: 
I  What  have  you  done  to  my  world?"  we 
jiay  soon  see  that  there  is  a  real  connec- 
on  between  Scripture  and  the  issues  of 
he  present. 

I  Norman  Cousins  has  recently  put  the 
jroblem  in  these  words:  "The  greatest 
rent  in  our  life-time  is  that  the  whole  of 
jimanity  is  now  compressed  within  a 
hgle  area.  The  central  issue  is  whether  the 
orld  will  become  a  community  or  a 
asteland.  More  and  more,  the  choice  for 
e  world's  peoples  is  becoming  world 
irriors  or  world  citizens.  The  manage- 
ent  of  planet  Earth  forces  itself  upon 
{  jiman  intelligence."  Cousins  then  goes  on 
point  out  that  a  new  wisdom  is  going  to 
j  1  needed  if  mankind  is  not  going  to 
1  come  the  enemy  of  its  own  survival.  This 
i  w  wisdom  will  have  to  deal  with  such 
i  ^tters  as  the  poisoning  of  the  environ- 
i(  lint  by  pollution  of  air  and  water; 


withers  and  the  flower  fades."  But  it  adds 
that,  while  this  is  true,  there  is  something 
permanent  of  which  our  transient  existence 
can  be  a  part.  This  hope  that  "what  is 
excellent  is  also  permanent"  is  hard  to  find 
in  the  Old  Testament.  However  it  is  nobly 
expressed  in  the  New.  One  such  expression 
is  that  found  in  John  8:12:  "Then  spake 
Jesus  again  unto  them,  saying,  I  am  the 
light  of  the  world;  he  that  followeth  me 
shall  not  walk  in  darkness,  but  shall  have 
the  light  of  life." 
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wisdom  that  will  show  us  how  to  apply  our 
scientific  know-how  to  the  relief  of  the 
human  situation.  But  there  will  have  to 
first  be  built  up  something  far  more  impor- 
tant than  that.  There  will  have  to  be  a  new 
sense  of  stewardship  of  God-given  re- 
sources and  a  new  atmosphere  of  trust 
between  the  nations  of  the  world.  The 
suicidal  arms  race  in  which  America  is  now 
spending  sixty  out  of  every  one  hundred 
tax  dollars  will  have  to  give  way  to  more 
concern  for  the  general  welfare  in  a  peace- 
ful world.  Our  tribalism  will  have  to  yield 
to  world  concern.  If  this  doesn't  happen 
the  protest  of  the  dispossessed  nations 
(those  with  incomes  of  less  than  $250  per 
family,  per  year)  will  erupt  into  a  world 
conflict  with  that  small  per  cent  who  have 
cornered  most  of  the  natural  resources  of 
the  world. 

Those  who  still  read  their  Bibles  will 
not  be  surprised  to  learn  that  we  have  had 
the  wisdom  we  need  already  revealed  to  us, 
if  only  we  would  heed  it.  In  our  Scripture 
lesson  we  are  reminded  that  this  is  God's 
world— not  ours  alone.  Mankind  is  God's 
steward.  Man  did  not  acquire  the  earth  by 
wresting  it  from  the  hand  of  God.  God 
"gave  "them  dominion  over  it,  and  with  the 
gift  went  a  responsibility  to  God  for  the 
way  man  was  to  use  it! 
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SCHOOL  LESSON  FOR  SEPTEMBER 

MAN'S  DOMINION  IN 
GOD'S  WORLD 


This  writer  is  not  unaware  of  the  fact 
that  some  of  the  apostles  of  the  new 
ecology  have  made  the  charge  that  the 
Genesis  story,  in  asking  man  to  "subdue" 
the  earth,  has  encouraged  its  exploitation, 
even  its  defilement.  But  this  does  not 
accord  with  what  we  have  been  taught  to 
believe  about  God.  Who  would  be  willing 
to  attribute  to  God  a  plan  of  "trapping" 
man  into  a  way  of  life  which  would  lead 
him  to  destruction?  No,  we  believe,  with 
the  Gospel  of  John,  that  God  really  "loved 
the  world",  and  still  does.  Furthermore,  we 
cannot  believe  God  is  indifferent  to  our 
defilement  of  the  planet  Earth. 

The  eighth  chapter  of  the  Psalms  has 
been  called  "Genesis  set  to  music  and 
poetry",  and  so  it  is.  A  study  of  the  psalm 
will  show  its  kinship  to  the  record  in 
Genesis.  Verse  6  says:  "Thou  hast  given 
him  (man)  dominion  over  the  work  of  thy 
hands;  Thou  hast  put  all  things  under  his 
feet."  Notice  that  here,  again,  the  emphasis 
is  on  stewardship,  not  ownership  of  the 
earth. 

The  8th  psalm,  however,  raises  the  fur- 
ther question  of  the  basic  significance  of 
the  human  experiment.  If  the  reader  is 
offended  by  the  use  of  the  term  "experi- 
ment" in  association  with  the  deity  it  must 
be  remembered  that  God  did  not  make 
humans  puppets.  He  made  them  in  his 
"own  image"  which  is  to  say  he  made  them 
free  spirits.  Here  is  where  the  responsibility 
of  man  comes  into  the  picture.  It  could 
mean  that  mankind  must  be  free  to  do 
"new  things"  if  it  is  to  fulfill  its  destiny.  In 
doing  so  he  will  be  like  his  Creator.  In 
Isaiah  43: 19  we  read  this:  "Here  and  now  I 
will  do  a  new  thing;  this  moment  it  will 
break  forth  from  the  bud.  Can  you  not  per- 
ceive it?  I  will  make  a  way  even  through 
the  wilderness  and  paths  in  the  barren 
desert."  All  the  evidence  is  pointing  toward 
the  fact  that  the  human  family  is,  like  its 
Creator,  going  to  do  "new  things"  if  it  is  to 
survive.  That  change  will  begin  in  the  mind 
and  heart  when  we  can  think  in  world 
terms  rather  than  only  in  terms  of  our  own 
nation. 


BEQUEST  TO  LOUISBURG 

Louisburg  College  has  received  a  check 
in  the  amount  of  $10,000  from  the  estate 
of  the  late  Dr.  Victor  R.  Small,  Clinton 
physician  who  died  last  year.  The  funds  are 
to  be  used  for  the  benefit  of  the  English 
Department.  College  Dean  John  B.  York 
and  English  Department  Chairman  Umph- 
rey  Lee  stated  that  income  from  this 
source,  which  is  expected  to  be  around 
$5,000  annually,  will  enable  the  college  to 
measurably  improve  its  English  program. 

In  addition  to  Louisburg  College,  five 
other  eastern  North  Carolina  colleges  are 
recipients  under  Dr.  Small's  will,  Atlantic 
Christian,  Campbell,  Chowan,  Mount  Olive 
and  Southwood. 

HPC  ADDS  CENTER 

When  classes  begin  on  Sept.  7  at  High 
Point  College,  students  aged  two,  three, 
four  and  five  years  will  also  be  seen  on 
campus.  They  will  be  part  of  the  Early 
Childhood  Education  Demonstration  Cen- 
ter at  HPC. 

A  program  involving  upperclassmen  in 
addition  to  pre-primary  students,  it  is 
designed  to  offer  more  depth  and  meaning 
to  training  of  prospective  teachers  of  early 
childhood  education  and  also  to  offer  a  ser- 
vice to  the  community.  The  Center  will  be 
supervised  by  the  education  department  of 
the  college. 

PFEIFFER  FACULTY  CHANGES 

The  appointment  of  four  persons  to 
major  posts  has  been  announced  by 
Pfeiffer  College  starting  with  the  1972-73 
year. 

The  Rev.  James  Eric  Pierce,  Memphis, 
Tenn.,  has  been  named  College  Chaplain 
and  Assistant  Professor  of  Sociology.  A 
Methodist  minister,  he  has  served  on  the  j 
faculty  of  Lambert  College,  Tennessee.  He 
succeeds  the  Rev.  William  H.  Faggart  whc 
is  assuming  full  time  teaching  duties  in  th< 
Department  of  Sociology. 

Miss  Deidra  (Dee)  M.  George,  Hunt 
ington,  W.  Va.,  has  been  named  Associate  I 
Dean    of   Students   and   Instructor  h 
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Psychology.  She  comes  to  Pfeiffer  from  the 
post  of  Assistant  to  the  President  of  Mar- 
shall University. 

The  Rev.  Phillip  Pharr  has  been  named 
Assistant  Professor  of  Religion,  coming  to 
this  post  from  the  faculty  of  Tennessee 
Wesley  an  University.  A  member  of  the 
WNC  Conference,  he  is  a  candidate  for  the 
Ph.D.  degree  at  Duke  University.  Prof. 
Pharr  succeeds  Prof.  Mary  F.  Floyd  who 
retired  in  May. 

Miss  Joan  Sanford,  Glen  Falls,  N.Y.,  a 
member  of  the  Pfeiffer  Class  of  1972,  has 
been  named  a  counselor  in  the  Admissions 
Office. 

GC  ALUMNI  GIVING  UP 

An  increase  of  approximately  $21,000 
in  alumni  giving  to  Greensboro  College  for 
the  year  ended  June  30  over  the  same 

1970-  71  period  has  been  reported  by  Fred 
[T.  Jones  Jr.,  GC  treasurer  and  business 
manager. 

Alumni  giving  for  the  1971-72  period 
totaled  $73,018.67,  compared  with 
j*52,029.96  for  1970-71. 

Total  gift  income  of  the  college  for 

1971-  72  was  $466,841.72,  compared  with 
(5562,411.88  for  1970-71.  This  difference, 
fones  explained,  was  largely  accounted  for 
ay  a  decrease  in  bequests. 

tONCERT  SERIES  AT  LOUISBURG 

The  1972  Committee  of  Arts  and  Lec- 
^ires  at  Louisburg  College  has  announced 
Mie  of  the  most  varied  Concert  Series  in  its 
istory . 

(  Opening  the  Series  on  Sept.  21  will  be 
She  traditional  Jazz  Dance  Company.  This 
oncert  will  be  part  of  a  three-day  jazz 
ance  festival. 

Ferrante  and  Teicher,  America's  fore- 
iost  piano  duo  will  appear  Oct.  6  and  the 
|orth   Carolina   Symphony  Chamber 
ayers  on  Oct.  19. 

Guy  Lombardo  and  his  Royal  Canadians 
ill  give  a  concert  in  January.  The  National 
pera  Company  will  present  "The  Merry 
idow"  on  March  21,  and  on  April  2 
obert  de  Gaetano  will  perform  in  a  con- 
rt  of  classical  piano  music. 


"Dances  We  Dance"  will  bring  Betty 
Jones,  famed  American  dancer,  and  Fritz 
Ludin  of  Switzerland  to  the  concert  stage 
on  April  26  as  part  of  a  three-day  modern 
dance  festival. 

In  addition  to  the  Series,  which  requires 
tickets  for  admittance,  will  be  four  free 
concerts.  All  concerts  are  in  the  Louisburg 
College  Auditorium  at  8  p.m. 


PFEIFFER  GETS  LEEP  GRANT 

Pfeiffer  College  has  received  a  $29,750 
grant  from  the  U.S.  Department  of  Justice 
in  support  of  its  Law  Enforcement  Educa- 
tion Program  (LEEP). 

Launched  two  years  ago,  the  program 
offers  a  five  course  certificate  program  for 
"in-service"  officers  and  the  A.B.  degree  in 
law  enforcement. 

Detailed  information  as  to  class 
schedules  and  financial  aid  may  be  secured 
from  the  college  admissions  office. 


Robert  J.  Versteeg,  director  of  drama  for  the  past 
ten  years  at  Louisburg  College,  began  a  seven- 
month  tour  in  June  of  the  major  centers  of 
theatrical  study  across  the  Unied  States.  He  was 
among  ninety  junior  college  professors  in  the 
U.S.  selected  to  receive  a  National  Endowment 
for  the  Humanities  fellowship.  The  stipend,  total- 
ing $8, 750,  will  be  used  to  explore  newly  emerg- 
ing theatrical  forms  in  relation  to  the  contem- 
porary life  styles  they  reflect. 
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Duke  Seminars 

Announced 

Continuing  education  opportunities  for 
this  fall  have  been  announced  by  the  Duke 
University  Divinity  School.  These  include 
four  in-residence  seminars,  the  Divinity 
School  Convocation  and  the  N.C.  Pastors' 
School,  and  extension  studies  in  the  N.C. 
and  WNC  Conferences. 

The  first  two  Seminars  are  one-week 
studies  of  1972-73  mission  study  topics. 
"A  Study  of  India"  Sept.  18-22,  will  be  led 
by  Dr.  Creighton  Lacy,  Professor  of  World 
Christianity  at  Duke  University  Divinity 
School.  Dr.  D.  Moody  Smith,  Jr.,  Professor 
of  New  Testament  Interpretation  at  Duke 
will  be  the  instructor  for  "A  Study  of 
Romans",  Oct.  2-6.  Enrollment  in  both 
courses  is  limited  to  12. 

The  two-week  in-residence  seminars  will 
allow  for  more  resource  leaders  and  more 
sustained  reading  periods.  "Black  and 
White,"  scheduled  Oct.  9-20,  will  have  Dr. 
Olivia  Pearl  Stokes  of  the  National  Council 
of  Churches  for  resource  leader  during  the 
first  week.  Rev.  Joseph  B.  Bethea,  director 
of  Black  Ministry  Studies  at  Duke  Univer- 
sity Divinity  School,  will  be  one  of  the 
resource  leaders  for  the  second  week. 

"Salvation  Today,"  Nov.  27-Dec.  8,  will 
be  directed  by  Dr.  McMurry  S.  Richey, 
Professor  of  Theology  and  Christian  Nur- 
ture. He  will  be  assisted  by  Dr.  Carlyle 
Marney  and  other  resource  leaders  from 
the  theological  faculty. 

The  Convocation  and  Pastors'  School 
will  be  held  October  30  through  November 
1.  Information  about  speakers  and  program 
will  be  announced  later. 

Inquiries  and  applications  for  the 
Seminars  should  be  addressed  to  Dr. 
McMurry  S.  Richey,  Director  of  Contin- 
uing Education,  Duke  Divinity  School,  Box 
4673,  Duke  Station,  Durham  27706. 

28        North  Carolina  Christian  Advocate 


MRS.  CARL  BARBEE  DIES 

CLINTON— Funeral  services  were  held 
here  at  four  o'clock  p.m.  on  Sunday, 
August  13,  at  the  First  United  Methodist 
Church  for  Mrs.  Gladys  Newman  Barbee, 
who  died  on  Friday,  August  11.  Dr.  J.E. 
Garlington,  Rev.  John  S.  Paschal  and  Rev. 
Bruce  Pate  officiated  at  the  services.  Inter- 
ment followed  in  the  Clinton  Cemetery. 

Mrs.  Barbee  was  the  wife  of  the  Rev. 
Carl  W.  Barbee,  a  member  of  the  North 
Carolina  Annual  Conference  who  retired  in 
June  of  this  year.  She  was  a  native  of  Clin- 
ton and  a  graduate  of  the  University  of 
North  Carolina  at  Greensboro.  A  gifted 
pianist,  for  many  years  she  had  taught  pri- 
vate music  lessons. 

During  the  more  than  four  decades  of 
her  husband's  active  ministry,  Mrs.  Barbee 
lived  in  various  towns  and  cities  in  the 
North  Carolina  Conference,  including  Rox- 
boro,  Enfield,  Bethel,  Plymouth  and  Pitts- 
boro. 

In  addition  to  her  husband,  Mrs.  Barbee 
is  survived  by  two  daughters,  Mrs.  Leo 
LaJoie  of  Fort  Lauderdale,  Fla.,  and  Mrs. 
James  W.  Gray,  Jr.,  of  Norfolk,  Va.;  four 
grandchildren  and  three  sisters. 

(Ralph  Hardee  Rives) 
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family  life  educational  programs.  It  is 
expected  that  with  Mrs.  Carroll's  recovery, 
they  will  be  making  a  contribution  of  ser- 
vice to  the  church  and  community. 

And  along  with  Mr.  Lanier,  all  the 
retired  ministers  are  going  to  be  working 
on  their  memories.  He  confesses  that 
"where  there  are  little  ones,  I  am  going  to 
magnify  them;  where  there  are  ugly  spots,  I 
am  going  to  turn  them  into  beauty  spots; 
and  where  there  have  been  sparks  of  love,  I 
am  going  to  turn  them  into  the  glow  and 
beauty  of  a  glorious  sunset." 

CURRENT  ADDRESSES 
C.J.  Andrews,  117  W.  Union  St.,  Hills- 
borough 27278 
Carl  W.  Barbee,  123  Doris  Ave.,  Clinton 
28328 

L.A.    Bennett,  3215   Clemwood  Drive, 
Orlando,  Fla.  32803 
Elwood  Carroll,   1912  Walker  Ave., 
Greensboro  27403 


Gilbert  W.  Crutchfield,  210  Virginia  Ave., 

Garner  27529 
Durward  T.  Goodwin,  RFD  #  1,  Box 

3 1-AA,  Columbia  27925 
Edgar  F.  Kale,  Rt.  2,  Box  347-A,  Midland 

28107 

Walter  Lee  Lanier,   116  Bowen  Drive, 

Statesville  28677 
Thomas  M.  Mason,  Route  #2,  Box  572, 

Asheville  28805 
Charles   Reichard,  4023  Randolph  Rd., 

Charlotte  28211 
Garland  R.  Stafford,  850  Armstrong  St., 

Statesville  28677 
Willis  R.  Stevens,  207  Maple  Circle,  Smith- 
field  27577 
Key  W.  Taylor,  Rt.  2,  Box  167-A,  Farm- 

ville  27828 
W.  Alton  Tew,  1112  North  Gregson  St., 

Durham  27701 
G.B.  Tomlinson,  Box  8,  Hildebran  28637 
T.H.  Wood,  Caudle  St.,  General  Delivery, 

Germanton  27019 


SECOND  INCOME 

EARN  $150  TO  $400  PER  MONTH 
•  Highest  Return  on  Your  Capital    *NO  Selling 
•Manage  Your  Own  Business 

U.S.  POSTAGE 

STAMP  MACHINES 

We  Obtain  Your  Locations.  Minimum  Cash  Investment  Of 
$1,595.00  -  up  to  $5,000.00  Secured  By  Equipment 
•  WOMEN  OR  MEN  •  ANY  AGE  •  PART  TIME,  approximately  7  hrs.  per  month 
•  NO  OVERHEAD  •  DEPRESSION  PROOF  .  REPEAT  INCOME 
New  Distributorships  Still  Available  In  Many  Areas  Throughout  This  State 

POSTAGE  STAMPS     Dept.  B. 


SEND  REFERENCES 
NAME,  ADDRESS  AND 
PHONE  NUMBER  TO: 


3<K)  INTERSTATE  NORTH,  N.W.,  SUITE  328 
ATLANTA  GEORGIA  30339 
INTERSECTION  I-75  NORTH  &  I-285 


August  24,  1972  29 


CAROLINA  BRIEFS 

♦  ♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦it 


Four  North  Carolinians  have  devo- 
tionals  in  The  Upper  Room  for  September 
and  October.  Rev.  Walter  Lee  Lanier  of 
Statesville  has  the  opening  meditation,  "We 
Have  an  Altar."  Dr.  Isaac  H.  Miller,  Jr., 
president  of  Bennett  College  in  Greens- 
boro, has  the  meditation  for  Sept.  4.  Rev. 
John  A.  Lowder,  pastor  of  Love's  Chapel 
in  Walkertown,  has  written  the  Sept.  30 
devotional.  Mrs.  Clara  T.  (Mrs.  Don)  Ellis  is 
author  of  the  Oct.  2  meditation. 

*  *  * 

On  Sunday,  Sept.  10,  Conway  UM 
Church  will  have  homecoming.  All  former 
pastors,  friends  and  former  members  are 
invited  to  attend.  Worship  service  will  be- 
gin at  10:30  a.m.  A  picnic  lunch  will  be 
served,  and  there  will  be  a  short  afternoon 
program.  A  nursery  will  be  provided. 

*  *  * 

The  new  address  of  Rev.  and  Mrs.  Cecil 
G.  Hefner  is  619  Glendale  Drive,  States- 
ville, N.C.  28677. 
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Balfour  and  Moore's  Grove  UM  Church, 
Hendersonville,  conducted  a  three-night 
Youth  in  Evangelism  series,  highlighting  a 
number  of  speakers  and  several  youth 
choirs.  Each  night's  program  began  with 
informal  music  on  the  Balfour  Church 
lawn.  Dr.  Robert  C.  Tuttle  of  Brevard 
preached  the  concluding  sermon  of  the 
series.  Committees  of  Balfour  and  Moore's 
Grove  UMYFs  planned  the  youth  revival, 
with  the  assistance  of  the  pastor,  the  Rev. 
John  E.  Jones. 

*  *  * 

Marvin  UM  Church,  Rocky  Mount, 
sponsored  a  city-wide  United  Methodist  j 
Men's  meeting  Aug.  22  at  Marvin  Church. 
Rev.  O.L.  Hathaway  of  Raleigh  was  the 
speaker  for  the  dinner  meeting.  Over  150  ji 
men  attended. 

*  *  * 

Knightdale  UM  Church,  Knightdale,  will  I 
observe  homecoming  on  Sunday,  Sept.  24. 
Rev.  Wilbur  I.  Jackson  of  Aberdeen  will  I 
preach  at  the  morning  worship  service.  Din- 
ner will  be  served  on  the  grounds.  Rev. 
Vernon  Tyson  of  Wesley  Memorial  UM  -  j 
Church,  Wilmington,  will  be  the  guest  evan- 
gelist for  the  revival  meeting  at  Knightdale 
Sept.  17-21. 

*  *  * 

APPOINTMENT  CHANGES 

I 

Bishop  Robert  M.  Blackburn  has  an- 
nounced the  following  appointments  in  the 
Greenville  District: 

Aurora,  Emmit  C.  McCall,  effective  July  J 
19.  1 

Grimesland,  Eddie  C.  Walker,  effective  k 
Aug.  1. 

H.M.  McLamb  | 
District  Superintendent  |  [{, 
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BISHOP  OUTLINES  GOALS 


LAKE  JUNALUSKA  -  A  rediscovery 
of  evangelism  and  its  meanings  will  be  a 
major  goal  for  United  Methodists  during 
the  next  four  years,  Bishop  Earl  G.  Hunt, 
Jr.,  of  Charlotte  told  hundreds  of  persons 
attending  the  annual  Laymen's  Conference 
here  Aug.  18. 

Bishop  Hunt  said  his  other  goals  during 
the  quadrennium  will  include : 

Constructive  study  of  the  church's 
involvement  in  Christian  Higher  Education; 
the  building  of  an  esprit  de  corps  among 
the  clergymen;  a  maturation  of  the  merger 
in  Western  North  Carolina  of  black  and 
white  United  Methodists,  and  a  more 
meaningful  involvement  of  lay  people  in 
the  life  of  the  church . 

"Evangelism,"  said  Bishop  Hunt,  "is  the 
heart  of  a  church's  mission.  It  is  funda- 
mental to  the  success  of  programs  in  any 
Iquadrennium.  We  want  to  reverse  the  trend 
tof  a  slight  loss  of  membership,  but  not  for 
statistical  reasons." 

j  Bishop  Hunt  said  the  church  should  and 
Is  playing  a  prophetic  role  in  social  situa- 
tions today,  but  the  Christian  Church  must 
lold  fast  to  the  fundamental  function  of 
eshaping  the  hearts  and  the  minds  of  men, 
jhen  depend  on  reformed  men  to  reform 
ociety. 

Bishop  Hunt  said  Western  North  Caro- 
,na  United  Methodists  will  be  heavily 
rtvolved  in  the  "Key  73"  evangelistic 
ijirust  of  1973  across  the  U.S.  by  130 
jenominations  and  individuals,  such  as 
illy  Graham  and  Ford  Philpot. 

In  speaking  about  an  emphasis  on 
liristian  higher  education  during  1972-76, 
shop  Hunt  told  about  the  formation  of  a 
ecial  study  committee  in  June  to  deal 
th  the  problem  of  the  United  Methodist 
|  lieges  in  the  Tar  Heel  state.  This  com- 
i  ttee  is  charged  to  report  to  both  the 
1  )rth  Carolina  and  Western  North  Carolina 
inual  Conferences  during  their  1973 
I'etings. 

Talking  about  establishing  an  esprit  de 
tj  <rps  among  United  Methodist  clergymen, 


Bishop  Hunt  outlined  these  aims  to  accom- 
plish this: 

Counseling  for  pastors  with  personal  or 
psychological  problems;  creative  work  with 
parsonage  wives  —  "they  have  an  identity 
crisis.  They  didn't  feel  the  calling  for  the 
ministry  of  their  husbands  and  they  need 
help  in  making  an  adjustment  to  their 
role;"  better  salary  support  for  the  minis- 
ter, and  implementation  of  the  new  Annual 
Conference  ruling  about  separating  travel 
expenses  from  take  home  pay  for  the 
minister,  with  an  overall  goal  of  an  $8,000 
minimum  salary  for  all  pastors. 

Also,  more  dialogical  clinics  —  "We  have 
already  seen  the  rich  possibilities  of  letting 
the  ministers  talk  with  their  bishop,  and  I 
am  considering  expanding  this  concept 
along  the  same  lines,  but  with  some  frills; 
and  bettering  the  relationship  of  the 
Annual  Conference  with  its  special 
appointees.  We  have  cheated  ourselves  and 
our  special  appointees  by  not  involving 
them  in  the  life  of  the  Conference  and 
availing  ourselves  of  their  comradship  and 
counsel." 

In  speaking  of  the  1968  merger  of  black 
and  white  United  Methodists  in  Western 
North  Carolina,  Bishop  Hunt  said,  "It  is 
doubtful  if  any  Annual  Conference  in 
United  Methodism  cquld  write  a  happier 
story  of  the  results  of  the  inter-racial  mer- 
ger than  that  which  we  have  written  here." 

"But,"  he  said,  "it  seems  to  me  we  need 
to  realize  that  the  'honeymoon'  period  is 
now  past,  and  the  time  for  serious  strides 
toward  a  fully  mature  relationship  is  at 
hand." 

Another  goal  —  more  meaningful  in- 
volvement of  lay  people  in  the  life  of  the 
church  —  would  have  as  keystones,  the 
bishop  said:  the  continuation  of  the  Lay 
Advisory  Council,  an  attempt  to  give  the 
laity  a  feeling  that  the  Annual  Conference 
is  more  their  forum  than  they  have  felt  in 
the  past,  and  the  including  of  the  laity  in 
the  dialogue  program  Bishop  Hunt  has 
annually  for  the  clergymen. 
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Last  Call  For  Worship! 

by  Philip  L.  Shore,  Jr. 

When  the  hour  arrived  for  the  beginning  of  the  morning  worship  service  at  the  recent 
General  Conference  in  Atlanta  the  pages  carefully  followed  their  instructions  to  close  the 
auditorium  doors  and  keep  them  closed  until  the  service  was  concluded.  As  I  arrived  just 
in  time  one  morning  the  page  at  the  door  cried  out  like  an  old  time  train  announcer, 
"Last  Call  for  Worship!" 

I  hurried  to  get  on  board,  rushing  with  an  invigorating  sense  of  having  made  it  in  time 
for  something  extraordinary,  and  feeling  that  if  I  had  been  just  a  moment  tardy  I  would 
have  been  forever  too  late,  since  the  last  call  for  worship  had  been  uttered  to  be  repeated 
no  more. 

There  are  places  where  that  last  call  to  worship  has  been  given,  or  at  least  where 
tyrants  have  sought  to  bring  the  inviting  call  to  an  end.  In  Russia  concerted  efforts  of  the 
authorities  have  long  sought  to  still  the  call,  and  though  a  few  yet  hear  and  respond,  the 
majority,  long  brainwashed,  no  longer  have  ears  to  hear.  In  mainland  China  the  church 
continues  to  exist,  but  under  what  weight  of  restriction  on  thought  and  practice  we 
cannot  more  than  guess.  In  some  parts  of  Africa  the  free  call  to  all  peoples  to  come  and 
worship  as  one  is  delimited  by  segregations,  class  legislation,  and  laws  that  cramp  freedom 
of  religious  thought  and  expression. 

In  other  places,  lacking  public  restraints,  worship  has  become  so  unpopular  and  un- 
valued a  thing  that  the  call  of  church  bells  may  be  more  secular,  announcing  the  time, 
than  religious,  announcing  a  faith. 

Among  our  present  blessings,  therefore,  is  this  one,  that  we  have  the  free  privilege  of 
worship,  and  that  if  one  announces  "Last  Call  for  Worship"  it  is  only  the  last  call  until 
the  next  call  and  not  a  slamming  of  permanent  doors  against  the  possibility  of  worship  of 
God. 

Still,  if  you  and  I  wait  too  long  we  may  find  that  we  have  forgotten  both  why  and 
how  to  worship  and  may  live  with  holes  in  our  humanity  and  yet  think  ourselves  healthy 
humans. 

Don't  miss  the  call  to  worship  next  Sunday! 


The  Rev.  Dr.  Shore  is  minister  of  Memorial  UM  Church,  Thomasville 
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Scenes  From  WNC 
Laymen 's  Conference 

(Upper  left)  People  quickly  gathered  into 
groups  during  the  breaks  to  discuss  the 
evangelistic  messages.  (Middle  right)  Hun- 
dreds of  WNC  Conference  laymen  gathered  at  Lake  Junaluska  Aug.  18-20.  Conference  lay 
leader  William  R.  Henderson,  left,  discusses  program  format  with  associate  Conference  lay 
leader,  Clarence  Winchester.  (Lower  left)  Dr.  Jim  Price,  associate  Conference  lay  leader, 
\presides  over  one  of  the  sessions.  (Lower  right)  All  ages  attended,  children,  young  adults, 
adults  and  the  elderly. 
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Methodist  Elected 
To  Top  WCC  Post 

NEW  YORK  (UMI)  -  United  Methodist 
leaders  have  received  warmly  the  election 
of  the  Rev.  Philip  A.  Potter,  a  West  Indian 
Methodist,  as  general  secretary  of  the 
World  Council  of  Churches  succeeding  the 
retiring  Rev.  Eugene  Carson  Blake. 

Among  those  welcoming  the  choice, 
which  came  August  16  at  a  meeting  of  the 
WCC's  Central  Committee  in  Utrecht,  the 
Netherlands,  were  Rev.  Lee  F.  Tuttle, 
general  secretary  of  the  World  Methodist 
Council,  and  the  Rev.  Tracey  K.  Jones, 
general  secretary  of  the  United  Methodist 
Board  of  Missions.  Dr.  Tuttle  called  Dr. 
Potter  "well  qualified,"  and  Dr.  Jones 
cited  his  "Biblical  scholarship,  social  pas- 
sion, evangelical  concern  and  training,  and 
pastoral  sensitivity." 

Dr.  Potter,  51,  has  directed  the  World 
Council's  Commission  on  World  Mission 
and  Evangelism  for  the  past  six  years. 
Earlier  he  had  served  the  Methodist 
Missionary  Society  of  Britain  and  directed 
the  WCC's  Youth  Department.  He  is  the 
first  Methodist  to  serve  in  the  key  ecumen- 
ical post  and  will  assume  his  duties  in 
October. 

*  *  * 
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Calendar  of  Coming  Events 

MEETINGS  OF  WIDER  INTEREST 

Organizational  Meeting,  General  Board  of  the  Laity,  Chicago,  111. 
Organizational  Meeting,  Program  Council,  Dayton,  Ohio 
UMCOR  Fall  Meeting 
Council  of  Bishops,  Cleveland,  Ohio 

District  Superintendents/Program  Directors  Consultation,  Cleveland-Sheraton, 

Cleveland,  Ohio 
Seminar  for  Prospective  Lab.  Leaders,  Birmingham,  Ala. 


NORTH  CAROLINA  CONFERENCE 


Sept.  8  Rockingham  District  Pastors  Mtg.,  Rockingham:  First  Church,  10  a.m. 

Sept.  8  Raleigh  Subdistrict  Planning  Consultation,  Raleigh,  Wilson  Temple,  7:30  p.m. 

Sept.  9  Conference  Comm.  on  Archives  &  History,  Whitaker's  Chapel,  Enfield,  10:30  a.m. 

Sept.  9  Fayetteville  District  Pastor's  Mtg.,  Haymount  Church,  Fayetteville,  9:30  a.m. 

Sept.  1 1  Executive  Comm,  Division  of  Evangelism,  Methodist  Bldg.,  10  a.m. 

Sept.  1 1  Subdistrict  Workshop  Church-Wide  Mission  Study,  Raleigh,  St.  Mark's  7:30  p.m. 

Sept.  12  Subdistrict  Workshop  Church-Wide  Mission  Study,  Louisburg,  7:30  p.m. 

Sept.  12  NCC  Seminar  on  Day  Care,  First  Presby.  Church,  Goldsboro,  9:30  a.m. 

Sept.  12-13  United  Methodist  Women  Conference  Executive  Comm.,  Raleigh 

Sept.  1 3  Division  of  Health  &  Welfare  Ministries,  Methodist  Retirement 

Home,  Durham,  10  a.m. 

Sept  14  Trustees  of  Methodist  Home  for  Children,  Raleigh 

Sept  17  Raleigh  District  UMYF  Rally,  Raleigh,  St.  James,  3  p.m. 

Sept.  19  Board  of  Trustees,  Methodist  Retirement  Home,  Durham 

Sept.  22  Raleigh  District  Children's  Curriculum  Workshop,  Fairmont,  9-1 2  Noon 


WESTERN  NORTH  CAROLINA  CONFERENCE 


Sept. 

11 

Charlotte  District  Ministers'  Mtg.,  Hawthorne  Lane,  Charlotte,  11  a.m. 

Sept. 

11 

Marion  District-Mayland  Clergy  Fellowship  Spruce  Pine,  6:30 

Sept. 

12 

Executive  Comm.,  Marion  District  Mission  Society,  First  Church,  Marion,  7:30  p.m 

Sept. 

14 

Day  Care  Seminar,  Green  Street  Baptist  Church,  High  Point,  9:30  a.m. 

Sept. 

14 

Executive  Comm.,  Davidson  Co.  Board  of  Missions  &  Church  Extension, 

Claude's 

Sept. 

14 

Gastonia  District  Laymen's  Rally,  Bracketts  Cedar  Park,  6  p.m. 

Sept. 

14 

Executive  Comm.,  Conference  Comm.  on  Communications,  Cole  Bldg., 

Charlotte,  10:30  a.m. 

Sept. 

16 

Commission  on  Religion  and  Race,  Port  City  Church,  Mooresville 

Sept. 

17 

Denton  Area  Leadership  School  Kickoff,  7:30  p.m. 

Sept. 

17 

N.  Wilkesboro  District  Fall  Mission  Workshop,  First  Church, 

N.  Wilkesboro,  3  p.m. 

Sept. 

18 

Davie  County  Ministers  and  Wives,  Union  Chapel,  6:30  p.m. 

Sept. 

19 

Day  Care  Seminar,  Grace  Reformed  Church  of  Christ,  Newton,  9:30  a.m. 

Sept. 

21 

Day  Care  Seminar,  Central  Church,  Asheville,  9:30  a.m. 

Sept.  8-9 

Sept.  12-14 

Sept  18-19 

Sept.  19-20 

Sept.  19-22 

Sept.  28-Oct.3 
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Japanese  Missionary  To  Lake  Tillery 

by  J.  Hurley  Thomas,  III 


Ko  Hirano,  twenty -six  year  old  student 
from  Tokyo,  Japan,  was  a  missionary  to 
Lake  Tillery  near  Norwood,  N.C.,  this  sum- 
mer. Ko  for  ten  weeks  preached,  visited, 
and  led  recreation  along  the  banks  of  Lake 
Tillery.  This  ministry  was  sponsored  by 
Randall  United  Methodist  Church,  one  of 
the  oldest  churches  in  Stanly  County,  and 
the  Albemarle  District  Mission  Society  of 
the  United  Methodist  Church. 

On  Sunday  mornings  at  9  o'clock,  Ko 
led  the  informal,  non-denominational  wor- 
ship service  in  front  of  the  home  of  Charles 
Parker  on  the  banks  of  the  lake.  As  the 
hour  drew  near  to  9  o'clock,  there  was 
usually  only  a  handful  of  people  but  as  the 
clock  struck  the  hour,  boats  and  people 
emerged  from  every  direction.  Attendance 
at  the  first  service  was  forty-two  and  grew 
to  a  peak  of  175.  The  avciage  attendance 
was  120  plus. 

The  Parkers  with  whom  Ko  lived  were 
an  integral  part  of  the  worship  service.  On 
Sunday  morning  the  Parker  family, 
Charles,  Rosa  Neil,  Bobby,  Dennis  and 
Hoss  arose  at  6  o'clock  to  start  preparing 
for  the  service.  Mr.  Parker  and  the  boys  set 
up  the  chairs,  passed  out  hymn  books  and 
bulletins,  tied  up  boats  and  cleaned  up 
afterwards.  Mrs.  Parker  fed  the  crew  and 
led  the  singing,  with  daughter-in-law  Caro- 
lyn accompanying  on  the  piano. 

Eddie  Melton  from  Norwood  also 
helped  with  the  service  by  bringing  and  set- 
ting up  the  microphones  and  amplifiers. 
Through  this  amplification  such  hymns  as 
"Amazing  Grace"  rocked  the  stillness  of 
the  lake.  The  amplification  was  good 
enough  that  people  on  the  other  side  of  the 
lake  could  hear  the  service. 

All  kinds  of  people  came  to  the  service. 
There  were  young  people  and  old  people. 
There   were  vacationers  and  residents. 


TJie  Rev.  Mr.  Thomas  is  pastor  of  the  Stony  Hill- 
Randall  UM  Charge  in  the  Albemarle  District. 


There  were  the  shavea  and  the  unshaved. 
There  were  the  churched  and  the  un- 
churched. They  came  in  blue  jeans,  bathing 
suits,  and  Sunday  best. 

Saturday  was  a  day  of  preparation  for 
the  Sunday  service.  The  first  order  of 
business  was  the  gathering  of  information 
for  the  bulletin.  Ko  usually  arrived  early 
Saturday  for  the  minister's  wife,  Mrs.  Mary 
Thomas,  to  type  the  bulletin.  After  the 
bulletins  were  completed,  Ko  and  several 
of  the  boys  of  the  lake  took  a  boat  and 
distributed  them  to  the  people  of  the  area. 


Left  to  right,  Bob  Garmon,  school  principal  and 
worship  leader;  Mrs.  Rosa  Neil  Parker,  song 
leader;  Ko  Hirano,  summer  lake  minister,  and 
Eddie  Melton,  sound  man. 


Response  from  the  people  varied  from 
"This  is  really  great  for  the  church  to  do," 
to  "We  don't  believe  in  going  to  church  in 
blue  jeans." 

On  Tuesday  and  Wednesday  mornings, 
Ko  with  the  help  of  Nina  Harward,  Barbara 
Scott,  and  Carolyn  Parker  led  recreation 
for  twenty  to  thirty  elementary  children. 
The  activities  included  swimming,  tag,  and 
softball.  The  Norwood  campground  owned 
by  Bill  Tadlock  has  a  swimming  pool,  and 
he  let  Ko  use  it  for  the  swimming  activities. 

Youth  programs  were  led  by  Ko  on 
Friday  and  Saturday  nights.  The  program 
included  a  mixture  of  spiritual  and  recrea- 
tional  activities.   The  Randall  Church 
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Ko  preaching  at  "unday  morning  service. 


Fellowship  Hall  was  the  scene  of  75  youth 
and  adults  dancing  to  the  music  of  some  of 
the  local  groups.  Dances  ranged  from 
square  dancing  to  hard  rock. 

In  his  spare  time  when  he  was  not  pre- 
paring for  or  involved  in  these  activities, 
Ko  was  visiting  along  the  lake,  in  the  hos- 
pitals, and  in  the  homes  of  the  sick.  He 
spent  hours  in  the  hospital  while  awaiting 
the  outcome  of  someone's  operation.  To 
each  person  he  took  a  part  of  himself  and 
the  hope  and  love  of  the  Christian  faith. 

Ko  has  been  in  this  country  for  four 
years  while  attending  the  University  of 
Tennessee  at  Chattanooga  from  which  he 
graduated  in  June.  This  fall  he  entered  the 
Divinity  School  at  Duke  University.  Ko  is 
from  a  country  that  is  primarily  Buddhist. 
In  fact,  he  states  that  only  one  out  of  every 
200  persons  is  Christian.  Ko  was  converted 
to  Christianity  by  an  American  missionary 
in  a  tent  revival.  His  parents  are  still  Budd- 
|  hist. 

For  two  years,  this  writer  had  dreamed 
about  a  Lake  Tillery  Summer  Ministry,  but 
realized  that  Randall  Church  could  not 
I  carry  the  program  alone.  The  idea  was  pre- 
sented to   the   District  Mission  Society 
which  agreed  to  put  up  sufficient  funds  to 
support  the  program.  Through  the  District 
Mission  Society,  the  work  of  the  Randall 
Church  people,  the  sending  of  the  student 
pby  Duke  Divinity  School  and,  of  course, 
f|the  work  of  Ko  Hirano,  the  dream  has 
become  a  reality. 

It  is  the  hope  of  the  area  that  next  sum- 
mer this  ministry  will  be  continued. 


Offering  provides  help  for: 
Crusade  Scholarships 


Civilian  and  Military  Chaplains 


Scholarships 
for  U.  S.  minority  students 

Division  of  Interpretation.  1200  Davis  St.,  Evanston,  III.  60201. 


EDUCATIONAL  FURNITURE 


DIXIE  EQUIPMENT  COMPANY,  INC. 

418  N.  Greensboro  St. 
Liberty,  N.  C.  27298 
Phone:  919-622-2204 
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EDITORIAL 

THE  GOOD  NEWS  CONVOCATION: 
A  REPORT  AND  EVALUATION 


Its  official  title  was  The  Convocation  of 
United  Methodists  for  Evangelical  Chris- 
tianity. Its  constituency  was  about  1500 
ministers  and  laymen  from  within  the 
church  whose  theology  and  ministry  have  a 
strong  biblical  and  Wesleyan  base ;  and  who 
view  the  church's  main  mission  as  the  sav- 
ing of  souls.  The  official  sponsor  of  the 
convocation  was  Good  News  Magazine, 
established  six  years  ago  as  a  voice  and  a 
rallying  point  for  those  within  the  church 
whose  views  and  stance  may  be  character- 
ized as  evangelical.  It  took  place  in  St. 
Louis,  Aug.  16-18. 

This  being  the  third  such  annual  convo- 
cation, and  a  fourth  one  already  having 
been  planned  for  Lake  Junaluska  next  sum- 
mer, it  must  be  considered  that  the  evan- 
gelical movement  within  the  United  Metho- 
dist Church  is  taking  on  a  permanence,  a 
sense  of  unity,  and  a  base  of  power  which 
it  has  not  previously  held. 

The  leaders  of  the  convocation  frankly 
referred  to  their  movement  as  "the  evangel- 
ical sub-culture"  of  United  Methodism. 
They  seemed  to  classify  this  sub-culture  as 
one  of  the  minority  movements  within  the 
church.  Also,  at  this  convocation,  they 
seemed  to  be  rising  up  and  demanding  for 
this  minority  the  same  consideration  which 
the  church  has  recently  been  giving  other 
minorities— mainly  ethnic  minorities. 

The  convocation  seemed  to  be  saying 
"We  are  admittedly  a  pluralistic  church, 
consisting  of  many  minority  groups.  The 
evangelicals  are  one  such  minority.  In  the 
past  this  minority  has  been  largely  ignored. 
But  we  are  now  demanding  that  our  church 
show  us  the  same  consideration  which  it 
has  recently  afforded  to  other  minorities." 

Moreover,  evangelicals  as  typified  by 
the  Good  News  group,  seemed  to  be  say- 
ing, "We  are  going  to  stay  in  the  church 
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and  we  are  going  to  'do  our  thing'  in  the 
church.  We  will  not  fight  our  boards  and 
agencies;  when  circumstances  require  it,  we 
will  simply  go  around  them."  In  pursuance 
of  this  perspective,  four  non-United  Metho- 
dist publishers  of  church  school  literature 
had  displays  at  the  convocation  along  with 
the  display  of  the  Methodist  Publishing 
House/ As  an  example  of  this  policy,  it  was 
pointed  out  that  several  missionaries  spon-i 
sored  by  evangelicals  have  been  sent  abroad! 
through  unofficial  channels  when  the  ar-> 
rangements  could  not  be  made  through  the 
Board  of  Missions.  One  such  missionary 
couple  is  now  ministering  in  Africa  through 
arrangements  made  with  Bishop  Johr 
Wesley  Shungu.  This  position  as  expressec 
by  Good  News  Editor  Charles  W.  Keysor,  in 
"We  will  not  fight  the  Board  of  Missions 
we  are  learning  that  the  most  practica  j 
thing  is  just  to  ignore  them  and  do  wha 
God  wishes  us  to  do." 

Dr.  J.T.  Seaman ds,  professor  of  mis- 
sions at  Asbury  Theological  Seminar), 
reiterated  at  the  convocation,  his  prev  - 
ously  stated  concern  that  the  mission 
policy  of  the  church  seemed  to  be  movir 
away  from  the  conversion  of  persons  1 J 
Christ  (personal  salvation)  and  towaiJj 
involvement  in  social  revolution  (a  concei  i 
with  the  humanization  and  liberation  < 
peoples  politically,  socially  and  econon 
cally). 

"If  our  own  board  of  missions",  $' 
amands  stated,  "is  unable  to  find  places  » 
service  for  our  own  young  people  then  i 
may  be  that  the  time  has  come  for  1 1 
evangelical  segment  of  the  church  to  pi " 
vide  the  ways  and  the  means  for  them 
serve  abroad.  We  may  have  to  deal  direc 
with  the  churches  overseas,  find  places  : 
service  for  our  young  people,  and  tBi 
raise  the  money  to  send  them  out.  i 


J 


ecognize  that  there  are  certain  problems 
ind  risks  involved  in  such  an  arrangement, 
)ut  we  will  have  to  take  these  risks  in  order 
:o  be  faithful  to  the  Great  Commission." 

In  deploring  the  fact  that  the  mission- 
iry  force  of  United  Methodism  has .  shrunk 
rrom  1,450  to  950  in  recent  years,  while 
nany  evangelical  denominations  have  been 
ixpanding  their  missionary  efforts,  Sea- 
nands  added  "Evangelicals  are  not  going  to 
jtand  idly  by  and  simply  watch  the  scut- 
tling of  what  once  was  one  of  the  greatest 
nissionary  enterprises  in  the  20th  cen- 
tury!" 

This  new  aggressive  note  was  also 
sounded  by  Dr.  Robert  May  field,  who  felt 
that  United  Methodism's  recent  use  of 
economic  sanctions  against  corporations 
with  large  military  contracts  opened  the 
way  for  economic  sanctions  to  be  used  by 
evangelicals  to  influence  policies  within  the 
church.  If  church  agencies  "misuse  your 
dollar,"  said  Mayfield,  "use  the  economic 
boycott  to  make  your  position  known." 
However  he  expressed  "unalterable  opposi- 
tion" to  withholding  of  funds  from  the 
church  and  favored  instead  "designated  giv- 
ing". Mayfield  seemed  to  feel  that  some 
(Jnited  Methodist  money  was  not  being 
used  for  the  purposes  for  which  it  had  been 
j^iven  and  condemned  this  as  "misappropri- 
ation". 

Mayfield,  a  former  executive  secretary 
j)f  the  Board  of  the  Laity,  who  is  vice- 
chairman  of  the  Good  News  Board  of 
jMrectors,  voiced  strong  approval  of  the 
ew  church  structure  which  brings  Evang- 
fism  and  the  Laity  into  the  same  board, 
e  said,  "Evangelism  is  the  supreme  task  of 
ie  laity,  and  it  seems  as  if  the  hand  of 
od  may  have  brought  these  two  agencies 
•gether.  If  we  laymen  awaken  to  Christ's 
allenge  to  be  evangelists,  the  church 
inds  on  the  threshold  of  its  finest  hour." 
The   convocation  chairman,  Michael 
tlker,  a  pastor  from  Greenville,  Tex., 
!  ught  to  interpret  the  position  of  the 
(>od  News  group  thus:  "It  is  not  that  we 
*  nt  to  set  up  structures  paralleling  those 
c  the  denomination.  We  are  forced  to  do 
t  s  because  the  structures  and  programs  of 


the  denomination  have  excluded  us.  We 
have  no  choice  if  we  are  to  survive  within 
the  denomination,  and  minister  effectively 
in  the  name  of  Christ  without  com- 
promise." 

A  black  keynote  speaker,  Dr.  W.  Maurice 
King,  Dean  of  the  Upper  Room  Chapel  in 
Nashville,  pointed  out  that  "to  be  black  is 
to  BE  evangelical".  He  suggested  that  this 
might  account  for  the  fact  that  not  many 
blacks  are  participants  in  the  Good  News 
movement.  "Blacks",  he  said  "don't  have 
to  travel  this  far  from  their  home  churches 
to  let  their  emotions  loose.  Every  Sunday  is 
a  time  of  celebration." 

He  solemnly  warned  the  group  that  "we 
can't  be  evangelical  Christians  if  we  hate,  if 
we  leave  a  neighborhood  because  other 
kinds  of  pople  move  in,  if  we  fight  busing 
in  schools  but  bus  people  to  church,  if  we 
sell  out  when  blacks  come  into  the  neigh- 
borhood, if  we  hate  the  neighbor  who 
hates  us." 

Another  speaker,  Dr.  Edmund  Robb,  an 
evangelist  from  Abilene,  Tex.  urged  that 
conservative  Christians  avoid  too  close 
identification  with  conservative  politics; 
that  they  not  identify  culture  with  Chris- 
tianity; that  they  avoid  "too  much 
piosity".  He  challenged  the  convocation  to 
a  "compassionate  concern  for  suffering" 
and  reminded  them  that  "liberals  are 
making  a  greater  impression  of  their  con- 
cern". He  went  on  to  say  that  communists 
have  "become  more  committed  that  we" 
and  that  secularists  often  show  greater  con- 
cern for  the  plight  of  black  people.  "The 
way  to  win  people  is  to  love  them  and  care 
for  them  and  get  acquainted  with  them 
.  .  .  Are  we  going  to  allow  a  pagan  world  to 
out-give  us,  to  out-love  us  and  to  out-work 
us?" 

Others  who  spoke  and  gave  a  broad  fla- 
vor to  the  convocation  were  Dr.  Jack 
Sparks  of  Berkeley,  Calif.,  prominent  Jesus 
Revolution  leader;  the  Rev.  Walter  Albrit- 
ton,  until  recently  head  of  the  United 
Methodist  Lay  Witness  Missions  work  of 
the  Board  of  Evangelism;  Mrs.  Reeve  Betts, 

(Continued  on  page  22) 
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Bishop 
Marvin  A.  Franklin 
Dies  At  78 

After  sixty-two  years  of  ministry,  begin- 
ning when  he  was  16  years  of  age,  Bishop 
Marvin  A.  Franklin  passed  away  on  Wed- 
nesday, Aug.  23.  Born  in  White  County, 
Ga.,  he  served  some  of  the  largest  Metho- 
dist churches  in  the  Southeast  before  his 
election  to  the  episcopacy  in  1948.  He 
retired  in  1964  but  had  continued  an  active 
ministry . 

Bishop  Franklin  suffered  a  stroke  on 
Aug.  15  while  in  Tupelo,  Miss.,  where  he 
had  gone  to  officiate  in  a  wedding  cere- 
mony. He  was  subsequently  removed  to 
the  Mississippi  Baptist  Hospital  in  Jackson 
where  he  was  a  patient  when  death  came. 

During  his  long  and  fruitful  ministry  he 
received  numerous  honorary  degrees,  was 
trustee  of  six  or  more  colleges  and  univer- 
sities, was  three  times  elected  president  of 
the  Southeastern  Jurisdiction  College  of 
Bishops  and  served  one  term  as  president 
of  the  Council  of  Bishops. 

Funeral  services  were  conducted  from 
Galloway  Memorial  Methodist  Church  in 
Jackson,  Miss.,  with  Bishop  Mack  B. 
Stokes,  Bishop  Ellis  Finger,  Bishop  Eugene 
Slater,  and  Dr.  Robert  L.  Kates,  pastor  of 
the  church,  officiating. 

Surviving  relatives  include  his  widow, 
two  daughters  and  two  sons;  one  step- 
daughter and  two  sisters,  one  of  whom  is 
Mrs.  George  W.  Burkhalter  of  Greensboro, 
N.C.  It  has  been  announced  that  memorial 
contributions  may  be  made  to  the  Bishop 
Marvin  A.  Franklin  Scholarship  Fund, 
which  had  been  set  up  at  Millsaps  College, 
Jackson  Miss,  several  years  ago. 

I  J[^^  1     s4rt  &  Stained  CjfaiS  do. 

RQ1  I    Complete  Church  Window  Service 

IHHJ  1000  Tryon  Ave. 

ml\      HIGH  POINT.  NORTH  CAROLINA  27260 
1   pffl  1  Phone  883-0516 


Youth 


Joan  Fulcher  and  Ellen  Joyner  of  Mount  Carmel 
Church  sang  a  duet,  "Joy  is  like  the  Rain, "  while 
Ellen  played  the  guitar. 


Left  to  right,  the  Rev.  Dowd  Bangle,  host  pastor 
of  the  music  festival,  Kenneth  Shields,  who  pre- 
sided over  the  service,  and  Mrs.  Jack  Hughes, 
director  and  coordinator  of  music. 


Peter  Eriksson  and  Elisabeth  Hellberg,  member  of 
the  Scandinavian  Caravan,  gave  an  international 
flavor  to  the  festival. 
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Happening  Draws  Large  Crowd 


Over  550  people  were  present  for  the 
international  and  inter-denominational 
youth  happening,  "Sing  for  Joy,"  at  Mount 
Carmel  UM  Church,  Winston-Salem,  Aug. 
12.  The  music  festival  was  held  out-of- 
doors,  in  the  Mount  Carmel  amphitheatre. 

Taking  part  in  the  singing  were  the 
40-voice  New  Heritage  Singers  of  Midway 
UM  Church  under  the  direction  of  Mrs. 
Jack  Hughes;  a  100-voice  Southwest 
Community  Youth  Choir  also  directed  by 
Mrs.  Hughes;  the  Forsyth  County  4-H 
Chorus  directed  by  Dr.  J.A.  Dillard,  and 
the  Youth  Choir  of  Mount  Carmel  UM 
Church,  led  by  Mrs.  Edgar  Miller.  The 
bands  of  Friedberg  and  Enterprise  Morav- 
ian churches,  "The  Volunteers,"  an  instru- 
mental  group  from  Good    Hope  UM 


Church,  chorales,  trios,  duets  and  solos 
were  all  a  part  of  the  musical  smorgas- 
board.  Fourteen  Southwest  Forsyth  area 
churches  were  represented.  The  concert 
included  spirituals,  folk  hymns  and  tradi- 
tional hymns. 

Miss  Elisabeth  Hellberg  of  Stockholm 
Sweden,  and  Peter  Eriksson  of  Helsingfors, 
Finland,  spoke  to  the  group.  They  have 
been  in  the  WNC  Conference  for  six  weeks 
with  the  Scandinavian  Caravan. 

Kenneth  Shields  of  Mount  Carmel 
presided,  assisted  by  Betty  Geisler  of 
Friedberg,  evening  prayer;  testimony  by 
Allen  Johnson  of  Parkway  Baptist,  and 
benediction  by  Bill  Bangle  of  Mount 
Carmel.  Rev.  F.W.  Dowd  Bangle  was  host 
minister. 


Mrs.   Edgar  Miller,   director,  and  the  Mount    Carmel  Youth  Choir. 


WANTED:  Associate  minister,  part-time 
with  responsibility  for  youth  and  young 
adult  ministry. 

Write  your  qualifications  and  experience 
to:  Minister,  304  East  Trinity  Avenue, 
Durham,  N.C.  27701.  


THE  VERNON  COMPANY 

PEWS  •  CARPETS 
OFFICE  &  CLASSROOM  FURNITURE 
P.  O.  Box  5484     High  Point,  N.  C.  27262 
Phone  (919)  885-4615 
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Giving  To  Churches  Increased  In  1971 


NEW  YORK,  N.Y.-Total  contributions 
to  the  nation's  major  Protestant  churches 
are  rising,  even  though  membership  is  con- 
tinuing to  fall,  statistics  released  Aug.  21 
show. 

Compiled  by  the  National  Council  of 
Churches,  the  latest  figures  indicate  that 
the  nation .mainline  churchgoers  are  giv- 
ing more  generously  than  in  previous  years. 

Comparative  figures  for  nine  major 
Protestant  denominations  among  the  total 
of  42  in  the  survey  show  their  total  1971 
memberships  to  be  25,583,882  or  266,750 
less  than  the  sames  churches'  total  for 
1970.  Yet  these  fewer  members  contrib- 
uted $2,282,628,529  in  1971,  an  increase 
of  $63,433,445  over  1970's  figure  for  the 
same  churches. 

However,  with  a  rough  inflationary  in- 
crease of  five  per  cent'  calculated  in  these 
figures,  what  appears  to  be  a  gain  of  $63 
million  would  in  fact  be  a  decrease  of  $47 
million. 

The  churches  included  in  the  compara- 
tive figures  are :  The  American  Baptist  Con- 
vention, the  Christian  Church  (Disciples  of 
Christ),  the  Lutheran  Church  in  America, 
Presbyterian  Church,  U.S.,  Reformed 
Church  of  America,  Lutheran  Church- 
Missouri  Synod,  United  Church  of  Christ, 
United  Presbyterian  Church  in  the  U.S.A. 
and  United  Methodist  Church. 

According  to  the  Reverend  Nordan 
Murphy,  director  of  Stewardship  for  the 
NCC,  preliminary  figures  for  the  first  six 
months  of  1972  indicate  that  per  capita 
increased  giving  is  a  continuing  trend  this 
year.  Of  the  churches  already  mentioned, 
all  but  one  are  recording  increases  from  last 
year  in  percentages  that  range  from  a  frac- 
tion up  to  more  than  six  per  cent. 

Of  the  42  U.S.  Protestant  communions 
reporting  for  1971,  contributions  totalled 
$4,386,682,020.  The  average  giving  of  a 
full  or  confirmed  member  for  the  year  was 
$103.94.  In  1971  $3,539,950,471  was 
kept  on  a  congregational  level  and 
$846,731,549  spent  for  benevolences  or 
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19.3  per  cent.  Thus  another  trend  indi- 
cated that  churches  are  keeping  more 
money  within  local  congregation  and  giv- 
ing slightly  less  percentage  wise,  to  overseas 
or  national  mission  projects. 

The  annual  figures  were  compiled  bv 
the  National  Council's  Section  on  Stew- 
ardship in  cooperation  with  Constant  H. 
Jacquet,  Jr.,  editor  of  the  Yearbook  of 
American  Churches,  an  NCC  publication. 
Detailed  reports  based  on  the  annual  sur- 
vey will  appear  both  in  the  Yearbook 
(1973  edition,  to  be  published  early  next 
year)  and  in  "Church  Financial  Statistics,"  a 
booklet  to  be  published  by  the  stewardship 
section  Oct.l,  1972. 

NCC 
Study  Tour  Set 

A  study  tour  of  New  York  and  Washing- 
ton is  being  offered  again  this  fall  by  the 
North  Carolina  Conference  Board  of 
Church  and  Society.  It  is  open  to  any  per- 
son interested  in  learning  more  about  the 
United  Nations,  the  United  States  govern-i 
ment  and  the  church's  role  in  social  issues. 
Dates  are  Oct.  7-13,  and  a  limited  numbei 
of  openings  are  still  available  for  adults  anc 
older  youth. 

Highlights  of  the  study  tour  include  s 
seminar  at  the  Church  Center  for  th<  j 
United   Nations,  worship  at  Riversid  j 
Church,  a  Broadway  play  and  an  event  a 
the  Kennedy  Center  for  the  Performin 
Arts,  sightseeing  in  both  cities,  meeting 
with  senators  and  representatives,  and  ■ 
seminar  arranged  by  the  General  Board  c 
Church  and  Society  in  Washington. 

Total  cost  of  the  trip,  exclusive  d 
meals,  is  $125.  For  further  details,  ca  1 
(919)  725-3101  or  write  Rev.  Charles  ft 
Smith,  Tour  Director,  Jarvis  Memorial  U  1 
Church,  Greenville.  Other  members  of  tl  e 
leadership  team  are  Rev.  Vernon  Tyson  1 
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Wilmington,  Rev.  Preston  Jones  of  Red 
Springs  and  The  Wire  Service,  the  folk-sing- 
ing team  of  Rev.  and  Mrs.  D.L.  Miller, 
Jacksonville. 

C.B.  Wade,  Sr., 
Succumbs 

Charles  Byrd  Wade  87,  of  the  Methodist 
Retirement  Home,  Durham,  died  at  the 
Home  on  August  5 . 

A  life-long  resident  until  1969  of  More- 
head  City,  he  attended  Morehead  City 
Schools,  Trinity  Park  and  Trinity  College. 
He  retired  in  1956  as  Traffic  Manager  of 
Transportation,  North  Carolina  Utilities 
Commission. 

Mr.  Wade  was  a  life-long  member  of 
First  UM  Church  in  Morehead  City.  He  was 
a  member  of  its  Official  Board  for  fifty 
years  and  superintendent  of  the  church 
school  for  twenty  years.  When  lay  leader 
he  organized  a  group  of  thirty  men  to  fill 
every  Methodist  pulpit  every  Sunday  in 
;  Carteret  County. 

The  funeral  service  was  held  at  First 
|  Church,  Morehead  City,  Aug.  7  by  Rev. 
A.P.  Hill,  pastor,  assisted  by  Dr.  Joseph 
Coble  and  Dr.  Harold  Leatherman. 

He  is  survived  by  his  wife,  Mrs.  Bessie 
jOrmond  Wade  of  The  Methodist  Home; 
'two  sons,  Charles  B.  Wade,  Jr.,  Winston- 
Salem,  and  Henry  0.  Wade,  Stone  Moun- 
tain, Ga.;  a  daughter,  Mrs.  Dudley  O'Brian, 
Mobile,  Ala.,  eight  grandchildren  and  one 
>reat  grandchild. 


 „  

PIANOS,  ORGANS,  TOWER  MUSIC 
SYSTEMS  at  very  competive  prices. 
Write  or  Call: 
PIANO  SALES  &  SERVICE 

246  N.  Center  St.,  Statesville,  N.C.  28677 
Phone  704-873-6374 


Carpenters 
Needed 
In  WNC 

Want  to  help  some  families  in  the  Wes- 
tern North  Carolina  mountains  have  a  less 
rigorous  winter?  CORA  (Commission  on  Re- 
ligion in  Appalachia)  is  sponsoring  a  Home 
Repair  Work  Camp,  Oct.  15-22,  at  Patton 
Springs  Camp,  in  Macon  County. 

Many  mountain  families  would  like  to 
help  themselves  but  have  no  able-bodied 
members  who  can  make  home  repairs  or 
build  a  new  home.  Workers  are  asked  to 
give  a  week  to  assist  people  in  the  poverty 
pockets.  "You  do  not  have  to  be  a  skilled 
carpenter,  just  be  willing,"  said  Miss  Vir- 
ginia Miller,  coordinator  of  the  North  Caro- 
lina SEPI  of  CORA. 

For  more  information  and  application 
forms,  write,  CORA-SEPI,  P.O.  Box  846, 
Black  Mountain,  N.C.  2871 1 . 


NUTTY  IDEA 


Thames  selects,  shells,  and  packages  the 
meatiest,  freshest  and  tastiest  pecans. 
They're  great  for  pies,  pralines,  fudge,  or 
for  eating  right  out  of  the  package  .  .  . 
perfect  for  personal  and  business  gifts  .  .  . 
or  no  matter  what  "nutty"  ideas  you  have! 

•  ideal  for  fund-raising  projects 

•  available  in  l  ib.  or  12-oz. 
packages,  gifts  and  in  bulk 

WRITE:  H.  M.  THAMES  PECAN  CO.,  INC. 
Dept.  25 

P.  O.  Box  2206,  Mobile,  Ala.  36601 
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Do  Our  Young  People  REALL> 


For  some  time  now,  Church  School 
teachers  of  youth  have  complained  that 
there  is  "not  enough  Bible"  in  the  United 
Methodist  curriculum.  At  Asheville  District 
hearings  last  fall  they  declared,  "Young 
people  are  tired  of  social  problems.  They 
get  sociology  at  school.  From  the  church 
they  want  something  unique!" 

In  response  to  such  complaints  from 
throughout  the  country  the  Division  of 
Curriculum  Resources  has  approved  a 
Youth  Bible  Series  to  begin  publication  in 
the  fall  of  1973. 

Wisely  recognizing  that  most  of  the 
feedback  so  far  had  come  from  adults,  the 
editor  of  the  new  series,  Frances  M. 
Brooks,  this  spring  circulated  a  question- 
naire to  the  young  people  themselves.  By 
June  1st  she  had  received  over  1700  re- 
plies, "overwhelmingly  similar,  regardless 
of  the  section  of  the  country  or  the  size  of 
the  church"  from  which  they  came. 

Four  hundred  and  twenty-seven  of 
those  replies  came  from  a  representative 
sample  of  United  Methodist  Youth  in  the 
Asheville  District  of  the  Western  North 
Carolina  Conference.  What  did  they  reveal? 

For  one  thing,  92.5%  said  they  care 
whether  they  know  the  story  of  the  Bible; 
and  as  a  reason  for  this  answer,  the  largest 
number  said  that  it  is  needed  or  helpful  for 
living.  Furthermore,  87%  said  they  think 
God  speaks  through  the  Bible.  Of  those 
who  gave  reasons,  half  indicated  accep- 
tance of  claims  made  in  or  about  the  Bible: 
"It's  His  Book!",  "His  words  are  in  red.", 
"He  inspired  it.",  or  "Preacher  said  so", 
"Heard  it  all  my  life."  Almost  30%  gave 
reasons  stemming  from  evaluation  of  the 
effects  of  the  Bible:  "The  way  it  changes 
people",  "Some  of  its  prophecies  have 
come  true.",  "He  has  spoken  to  me!". 
About  20%  gave  evaluation  of  the  content 

Mrs.  Neal  is  a  Church  and  Community  Worker  in 
the  Asheville  District,  and  author  of  the  play  "No 
Church  Is  An  Island"  which  deals  with  the  WNC 
Annual  Conference  Priority,  Stronger  Parishes  for 
Better  Ministry. 
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as  their  explanation:  "Because  of  the 
teachings  about  right  and  wrong.".  "It 
sounds  like  He  means  every  word  he  says." 
And  also,  75%  of  these  young  people  say 
they  sometimes  read  the  Bible  just  because 
they  want  to. 

But  in  spite  of  the  positive  regard  for 
the  Bible  reflected  in  these  answers,  only 
47%  said  definitely  they  would  attend  a 
Bible  study  announced  for  their  class  if 
free  to  decide  on  their  own.  Of  those  who 
said  why  they  answered  "No"  or  "Maybe", 
the  highest  percentage  (53)  mentioned 
items  relating  to  the  quality  of  the  class 
experience. 

To  discover  how  they  would  like  the  j 
Bible  taught,  several  choices  were  offered  1 
under  the  question:  "What  would  have  to 
happen  in  class  to  make  it  worth  your 
while  to  study  the  Bible?"  Checking  as 
many  as  they  wished, 

86%  said  "We'd  have  to  learn  how  it  relates 
to  life  today." 

85%  said  "We'd  have  to  be  free  to  question 
some  parts." 

49%  said  "We'd  have  to  use  a  wide  variety 
of  activities  such  as  music,  art  and  drama." 
31%  said  "We'd  have  to  do  a  great  deal  of 
research  on  our  own." 

On  what  phases  of  the  Bible  they  want 
covered,  and  again  checking  more  than 
one, 

8%   said   "Study   the    Bible  straight 
through." 

27%  said  "Study  the  events  of  the  Bible  as 
they  happened." 

37%  said  "Study  the  beliefs  of  the  Bible.' 
66%  said  "Study  what  the  Bible  has  to  sa> 
about  the  personal  and  social  problems  w< 
still  face  today." 

In  response  to  "What  events  or  teach 
ings  of  the  Bible  have  you  always  found  i 
hard  to  understand?"  Most  mentioned  th< 
apocalyptic  literature  such  as  Revelations 
the  next  highest  number  mentioned  th 
creation  story,  while  only  two  said  the; 
did  not  understand  the  resurrection. 

At  first  glance  the  youth's  high  deman 


A/ant  To  Study  The  Bible? 


by  Peg  Calbeck  Neal 


foF  learning  how  the  Bible  relates  to  life 
today  may  seem  at  variance  with  adult 
objection  to  the  current  curriculum  which 
does  try  to  be  relevant.  But  adults  at  our 
hearings  objected  not  so  much  to  dealing 
with  youth's  problems  as  to  the  fact  that 
the  treatment  of  them  in  the  literature 
seemed  largely  secular;  the  Biblical  material 
seemed  optional  and  had  to  be  "brought 
in"  with  some  difficulty.  Furthermore, 
when  our  adults  said  the  materials  were 
"too  long",  "too  high  vocabulary"  and 
"too  abstract",  they  seemed  to  mean  the 
same  thing  the  youth  mean  when  they  say , 
simply,  "It's  boring!" 

The  major  difference  between  the  opin- 
ions of  youth  and  of  adult  teachers  seems 
to  be  at  the  point  of  the  desirable  amount 
of  flexibility,  discussion ,  and  openness  to 
differing  points  of  view.  Our  adults  felt 
either  that  their  classes  did  not  want  dis- 
cussion or  were  already  getting  as  much  as 
they  wanted.  But  from  youth,  in  addition 
to  the  367  checks  in  favor  of  freedom  to 
i  question  as  a  condition  for  worth  while 
j  study,  there  were  such  added  comments  as: 
"We've  got  to  do  more  than  just  study  the 
I  Bible.  We've  got  to  discuss  and  talk  about 
,  it.  Just  studying  is  a  drag!" 
,  "Talk  about  it!  Different  people  interpret 
•  the  Bible  differently.  How  do  you  know 
you're  right  and  I'm  wrong?" 
"Learn  to  discuss  the  Bible  with  open 
minds." 

J  "Be  open  for  disagreements  without  get- 
ting huffy." 

"Have  controversial  situations  debated  in- 
stead of  a  teacher  commenting  and  every- 
one else  agreeing." 

"Have  a  'well-prepared  teacher'  but  with- 
out the  'mostly  lecture'  part." 
'Have  different  people  share  their  experi- 
ences with  the  Bible.  Or  students  teach- 
ng." 

It  is  also  noteworthy  that  the  youth 
)laced  higher  priority  on  the  privilege  of 


questioning  and  discussing  than  they  did 
on  having  a  wide  variety  of  activities.  This 
may  be  due  to  lack  of  experience  with  class 
activity,  or  to  dissatisfaction  with  audio- 
visuals  and  other  activities  used  as  fillers  or 
gimmicks  without  essential  relationship  to 
the  basic  questions  under  consideration. 

The  overall  impression  I  get  from  read- 
ing these  questionnaires  is  that  what  these 
young  people  really  want  is  to  explore 
freely  the  difficult  questions  of  where  we 
came  from,  where  we  are  going,  and  most 
of  all,  what  we  ought  to  be  doing  along  the 
way.  The  fact  that  they  do  not  want  the 
search  to  be  "all  seriousness"  need  not  dis- 
tract us  from  the  sincerity  of  their  purpose 
or  the  urgency  of  their  need. 

As  one  of  them  wrote:  "God,  somehow, 
has  made  the  Bible  for  the  people  to  kind 
of  live  on  because  it  has  laws  that  tell  us 
right  from  wrong.  .  . .  but  young  people 
find  it  difficult  .  .  .  because  of  (the)  differ- 
ence of  time  .  . .  and  how  we  live  today. 
And  if  they  did  something  that  was  wrong 
but  they  had  the  sensation  of  it  being  so 
right,  it  can  mix  them  up  pretty  much." 

And  another:  "Questioning  the  Bible 
would  be  good,  so  some  people  can  get  the 
things  they  don't  understand  and  form 
their  own  opinion  about  the  Bible  and 
God." 

Should  we  permit  such  freedom?  And  if 
so,  how  can  we  gain  the  skills  for  making 
such  discussion  fruitful?  Hopefully,  the 
new  series  itself  will  provide  some  help  by 
giving  us,  not  a  text  for  imparting  infor- 
mation, but  a  guide  for  discussion  and 
research— organized  so  that  each  young  per- 
son can  find  help  on  the  questions  which 
interest  him  most.  But  good  literature 
alone  will  not  make  a  class  worth  while, 
and  skill  practise  in  discussion-leading 
might  well  be  a  central  part  of  whatever 
leadership  training  is  offered  our  teachers 
of  youth  in  the  months  to  come. 
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HERE  and  THERE 


UPDATING  OUR  TERMINOLOGY 

Any  alert  Methodist  who  has  kept  up 
with  the  United  Methodist  Church  over 
the  last  twenty  years  is  aware  of  the  fact 
that  Methodists  don't  mind  changing  the 
names  of  its  various  organizations.  The 
Board  of  Hospitals  and  Homes,  for 
instance,  is  now  The  Board  of  Health  and 
Welfare  Ministries.  Same  function,  dif- 
ferent name. 

Some  name  changes  coming  out  of  the 
General  Conference  last  spring  are  these: 
Conference  Program  Council  is  now  the 
Conference  Council  on  Ministries;  Board  of 
Christian  Social  Concerns  is  now  the  Board 
of  Church  and  Society;  Commission  on 
Ecumenical  Affairs  is  now  Commission  on 
Ecumenical  and  Interreligious  Concerns. 

There  are  no  doubt  others,  but  these  are 
several  which  occur  to  us  off  hand.  Better 
start  using  the  new  terminology  —  or  be 
rated  as  an  old  fogey. 

ttt 

JULY  WORLD  SERVICE  GIVING 
DISAPPOINTING 

R.  Bryan  Brawner,  treasurer  of  the 
United  Methodist  Church  has  expressed 
disappointment  at  collection  for  the  month 
of  July.  Giving  in  practically  all  categories 
lagged  behind  last  year.  He  thinks  that  the 
attention  given  to  the  Jurisdictional  Con- 
ferences may  have  contributed  to  this. 

"Whatever  the  reason",  says  Brawner, 
"we  need  to  recoup  as  quickly  as  possible." 

The  United  Methodist  Church's  fiscal 
year  is  based  on  the  calendar  year,  and 
apportionments  for  the  current  year  are 
payable  in  full  not  later  than  December  31. 

ttt 

RETIRED  MINISTER  NOW  IN 
VIRGIN  ISLANDS 

The  Rev.  and  Mrs.  John  H.  Green,  Sr. 
are  now  living  on  St.  Croix  Islands,  accord- 
ing to  a  letter  just  received  from  Brother 
Green. 


He  states  in  part  "I  have  sold  out  in 
Asheville  and  moved  to  the  above  address. 
We  miss  our  friends  in  North  Carolina,  but 
this  climate  is  better  for  my  sick  wife.  It 
never  gets  over  92  degrees  nor  under  70 
during  the  year." 

Brother  Green  states  that  they  would 
appreciate  hearing  from  friends  back  home. 
Their  new  address  is  P.O.  Box  2065,  Fred- 
eriksted,  St.  Croix,  Virgin  Islands,  U.S.A. 
00840. 

ttt 

A  NEW  BLACK  SPIRITUALITY  NOTED 

Campus  ministers  and  chaplains  must 
"try  to  understand  it,  appreciate  it,  and 
appropriate  it  to  foster  a  more  humane 
society."  The  "it"  referred  to  is  a  new 
black  spirituality  on  black  college  cam- 
puses. 

This  point  is  stressed  in  a  booklet  pro- 
duced by  the  Division  of  Higher  Education 
of  the  Board  of  Education,  under  author- 
ship of  Dr.  Frank  L.  Horton.  The  leader- 
ship for  the  new  movement,  says  Horton  is  i 
coming  from  students,  not  teachers  and  i 
administrators.  "Most  of  the  professionals, 
because  of  their  theological  training  and> 
middle-class  aspirations  are  not  able  to  deal 
with  the  phenomenon",  he  states. 

Stating  that  the  religious  climate  on 
black  campuses  has  often  been  an  imitation 
of  the  "religious  milieu  on  white  cam- 
puses," Horton  pointed  out  that  "Black 
college  choirs  excelled  in  mastering  the  J 
excellent  music  that  has  come  out  o  j 
western  culture.  At  the  same  time,  the 
music  of  the  black  experience  such  as  spiri 
tuals  and  gospel  hymns  was  made  to  appea 
inferior." 

Dr.  Horton  describes  black  spiritualit; 
as  "the  style  and  quality  of  life  that  ha 
come  out  of  the  black  experience  wherei  j 
individuals  have  found  meaning  and  pu  j 
pose  in  their  lives  through  the  acceptanc  -j 
of  the  Christian  faith  witness  by  the  use  c  : 
certain  expressions,  gestures,  and  actions. 
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He  opined  that  chaplains  at  black 
colleges  should  "de-program"  themselves 
from  the  white  middle-class  values  they 
have  picked  up  in  theological  schools  and 
in  American  society.  "They  must  free 
themselves  from  using  criteria  created  for 
and  by  white  middle-class  Christians  in 
making  their  value  judgments. 

"A  chaplain  should  not  be  threatened", 
Dr.  Horton  wrote,  "in  the  presence  of  stu- 
dents who  want  to  sing  gospel  music,  pray, 
speak  in  tongues,  and  testify  about  God's 
goodness.  Instead  of  trying  to  critique  this 
movement  about  its  inadequacies  and 
faults,  the  chaplain  should  work  with  the 
students  in  an  effort  to  move  them  into 
new  areas  of  service  and  involvement." 

ttt 

FACT  BOOK  ON  SEMINARIES 

The  American  Association  of  Theo- 
logical Schools  (AATS)  has  recently  issued 
its  annual  "Fact  Book  on  Theological 
Education". 

Among  interesting  facts  found  therein 
are  these: 

Enrollment  in  all  member  seminaries 
went  from  31,003  in  1970-71  to  31,367  in 
1971-72  -  a  slight  gain.  Christian  Church 
(Disciples  of  Christ)  seminaries  gained 
16.5%  and  the  United  Church  of  Christ, 
7.3%.  Seminaries  losing  were  Presbyterian 
Church,  U.S.  (Southern)  17.2%;  Lutheran 
Church  in  America,  12.7%. 

United  Methodist  seminaries  showed  an 
=  increase  in  first  year  students  from  969  in 
\  1970  to  1,018  in  1971.  Most  of  the  gain 
i  reflects  a  sharp  increase  among  black  stu- 
j  dents  from  82  to   125.  All  14  United 
! Methodist  seminaries  except  two  had 
enrollments  from  151  to  300.  Evangelical 
Seminary,  Naperville,  111.  had  only  130  stu- 
dents, while  Candler  (Emory  Uni.)  had 
511. 

Faculty  salaries  at  United  Methodist 
institutions  averaged  $15,552  -  not  as  high 
is  in  the  United  Church  of  Canada,  the 
United  Church  of  Christ  and  the  United 
3resbyterian  Church,  but  well  above  the 
iverage  for  all  of  the  179  schools  which 
>elong  to  the  AATS. 


The  Fact  Book  is  available  for  $3  from 
AATS,  534  Third  National  Building,  Day- 
ton, Ohio  45402. 


LETTERS  TO  EDITOR 


JUST  PRAY  AND  PAY? 

After  noting  the  announcement  of  the 
appointment  of  additional  bishops  and  the 
establishment  of  new  districts  being 
organized  within  the  United  Methodist 
jurisdiction,  I  began  to  wonder  what  bene- 
fit is  to  be  gained  from  a  layman's  stand- 
point, for  all  basic  Christianity  must 
necessarily  begin  with  the  individual  and  if 
this  new  organization  is  to  benefit  the 
individual  there  must  be  some  contact  and 
added  service  to  justify  the  added  expense 
to  our  already  top-heavy  budget.  It  is  true 
that  contributions  to  the  cause  of  Chris- 
tianity are  small  compared  to  the  cost  of 
maintaining  a  livelihood  for  all,  however, 
when  additions  are  made  that  boost  the 
cost  we  need  assurance  that  services  bene- 
fiting the  individual  church  member  will  be 
realized.  Already  some  have  the  feeling 
that  we  are  being  short-changed.  The  major 
obligation  of  the  Church  is  to  broaden  and 
enrich  the  spriritual  lives  of  its  members. 
What  we  would  like  to  know  is,  in  what 
way  the  addition  of  bishops  is  going  to 
help? 

The  term  bishop  has  little  meaning  to 
the  average  church  member.  For  example,  I 
once  heard  a  speech  or  sermon  by  the 
bishop  responsible  for  churches  in  our  area 
but  evidently  his  discourse  was  not  in- 
tended for  laymen  since  it  was  beyond  our 
comprehension.  Often  the  plans  coming  to 
the  local  church  do  not  fit  our  situation, 
but  we  are  powerless  to  make  changes  or  to 
formulate  plans  to  better  suit  our  indi- 
vidual needs,  Unless  the  pastor  in  charge  is 
in  complete  agreement,  there  is  nothing  the 
layman  can  do,  even  though  he  is  Chairman 
of  the  Board.  Any  action  by  various 
committees  in  our  local  churches  must  be 
in  complete  agreement  with  the  local 
pastor  or  else  he,  the  pastor,  makes  his  own 
selections.  Just  how  is  the  average  church 

(Continued  on  page  19) 
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Camping  Is  Fun  For  Retardates 


by  BETH  TURNER 


A  day  of  hiking,  swimming,  canoeing, 
and  handcrafts  is  highlighted  by  a  weiner 
roast  and  a  medley  of  loud  enthusiastic 
songs.  This  sounds  like  the  typical  day  that 
is  probably  taking  place  right  now  at  hund- 
reds of  summer  camps.  Except  for  one 
thing.  The  campers  who  attended  the  camp 
just  described  have  IQs  that  range  from  35 
to  50. 

This  summer  there  are  two  weeks  set 
aside  at  Camp  Chestnut  Ridge,  near  Efland, 
for  the  mentally  retarded.  Another  week 
was  conducted  at  Camp  Don-Lee, 
Arapahoe,  N.C.  One  hundred  and  thirty 
children,  teenagers,  and  young  adults  took 
advantage  of  these  programs.  There  are 
plans  for  another  week  of  camping  for 
retarded  young  adults  in  the  late  summer 
or  early  fall. 

Most  of  the  campers  came  from  Mur- 
doch Center  at  Butner,  Caswell  Center  at 
Kinston,  and  O'Berry  Center  at  Goldsboro. 
Some  of  them  were  children  from  the  out- 
side community  who  made  application  to 
attend  the  camp. 

"Camping  with  the  retarded  is  really 
not  as  difficult  as  most  people  would 
imagine,"  said  Tom  Home,  a  mental  retard- 
ation specialist  from  Murdoch  Center,  who 
served  as  Program  Coordinator  at  Chestnut 
Ridge. 

The  retarded  children  are  able  to  parti- 
cipate in  many  of  the  same  activities  that 
normal  children  do.  They  enjoy  swimming, 
fishing,  exploring,  and  making  things.  Meal 
time  seems  to  be  their  favorite  activity. 

Of  course,  these  children  do  move  at  a 
slower  pace  than  most  normal  children, 
Home  admitted.  Therefore  a  major  con- 
sideration of  camping  with  the  retarded  is 
to  allow  plenty  of  time  to  perform  their 
activities. 


Mrs.  Turner,  a  U.N.C.  Journalism  student  from 
Durham,  wrote  the  following  article  for  the  Dur- 
ham Herald. 
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For  example,  campers  are  allotted  two 
hours  from  eight  to  ten  each  morning  to 
have  breakfast  and  do  their  chores.  In  most 
camps,  only  an  hour  would  be  required  to 
complete  the  simple  tasks. 

The  routine  chores,  or  "capers",  as  the 
campers  refer  to  them,  include  cleaning  up 
the  bathhouse,  and  picking  up  paper  and 
debris  from  the  campgrounds.  Those  camp- 
ers who  are  residents  at  Murdoch  Center 
and  O'Berry  Center  are  already  accus- 
tomed to  doing  daily  chores. 

Another  special  consideration  that  is 
essential  in  mental  retardation  camping  is 
having  a  sufficient  number  of  counselors. 
Campers  are  divided  into  groups  of  eight. 
Usually  there  are  from  two  to  four  coun- 
selors with  each  group.  Most  of  the  coun- 
selors have  had  training  and  experience  in 
working  with  the  retarded. 

"This  is  definitely  a  counselor's  camp," 
said  Home.  "There  is  a  strong  feeling  of 
group  autonomy."  It  is  easier  for  the 
retarded  child  to  receive  the  attention  andd 
encouragement  he  needs  in  a  small  self- 
contained  group. 

Behavior  problems  seem  to  be  rare  at 
retardation  camp.  Only  one  camper  had  to 
be  sent  home,  and  as  Home  smilingly 
pointed  out,  "That  will  happen  in  any 
camp.  Even  Charlie  Brown  got  sent  home 
in  the  comic  strips." 

Harley  Cecil,  chaplain  at  Murdoch  Cen 
ter  and  a  member  of  the  Western  Nortl 
Carolina  Conference,  said  that  retardec 
children  may  react  unpredictably  in  Strang) 
surroundings.  "A  child  who  is  normall; 
well-behaved  here  at  Murdoch  may  ac 
entirely  different  when  he  is  away  fron 
security.  But  then,  surprisingly,  th 
opposite  is  sometimes  true."  Cecil  is 
pioneer  of  camping  for  the  retarded. 

Staff  members  in  the  institutions  ar  ■ 
very  careful  in  selecting  the  most  capabl ; 
residents  to  attend  camp.  Then  great  care  > 
taken  to  help  the  residents  pack  all  th  "\ 
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Swimming  was  one  of  the  activities  enjoyed  by 
the  children. 

necessary  items  in  a  large  cloth  bag. 

Most  children  enjoy  summer  camp,  but 
few  find  it  as  exciting  and  thrilling  as  the 
mentally  retarded  do.  "The  campers  will 
talk  about  their  experiences  for  the  next 
six  months,  and  then  spend  the  following 
six  months  looking  forward  to  going 
back,"  Cecil  said. 

Several  of  the  campers  would  not  get  to 
go  anywhere  away  from  institutions  over- 
night during  the  entire  year,  except  for 
Camp  Chestnut  Ridge  and  Camp  Don-Lee, 
according  to  Cecil.  Many  of  the  campers 
from  the  institutions  and  from  the  com- 
munity do  have  good  stable  homes  to 
jreturn  to,  he  added.  The  chaplain  remarked 
that  it  is  hard  to  imagine  how  much  camp 
jean  mean  to  a  retarded  child  who  has 
(practically  no  other  contacts  with  the  out- 
ride world.  "Even  though  the  campers 
fhink  slowly,"  Cecil  said,  "They  are  able  to 
feel  the  meaning  of  the  Christian  Faith 
hrough  people  and  in  the  relaxed  atmos- 
>here  of  God's  out-of-doors." 

Camp  Chestnut  Ridge  and  Camp  Don- 
^e  are  owned  by  the  North  Carolina 
Jnited  Methodist  Conference.  The  camps 
rovide  half  the  staff  to  work  with  the 
Warded  and  the  participating  institutions 
rovide  the  other  half. 

No  state  money  is  involved  in  the 
nancing  of  the  camp  for  the  retarded.  If  a 
imper's  family  is  able  to  finance  his  trip 
»  camp,  it  usually  does.  Otherwise,  all 
J  her  money  must  come  from  outside  con- 
ibutions,  such  as  church  groups  or  inte- 
sted  individuals. 


598 

THE  HOLYLAND  HOLIDAY! 

Priced  lower  than  anything  remote- 
ly like  it  the  Holyland  Holiday,  at 
only  $598  offers  a  full-value  all- 
expense-paid  nine-day  sightseeing 
visit  to  the  ancient  lands  of  the 
Bible— today's  Israel,  Jordan,  Syria 
and  Lebanon. 
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Wholesale 
Tours 

International, 
Inc. 


CHARLOTTE 
Departure 

MARCH  5,  1973 


Rev.  and  Mrs.  W.  A.  Rock,  Jr. 
4693  Andrews  Drive 
Winston  Salem,  N.  C.  27106 
Phone  919  32k  2110 

Please  send  me  information  on 
the  above  Tour. 

Name  

Street  

City   

State 


Zip  code 


^Opportunity  for  ministers  as 
Tour  Hosts.     Write  today. 


SOUTHEASTERN  EQUIPMENT  CO. 


Chairs  and  tables  in  com- 
plete range  of  sizes  for  every 
Church  need.  Steel  and  wood 
folding  chairs,  folding  ban- 
quet tables,  speakers'  stands, 
Also  office  desks  and 
chairs.  Write  for  infor- 
mation. 


SILER  CITY,  NORTH  CAROLINA 
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METHODIST  IWS  ROIDUP 


DR.  CHAPPELL  DIES 

The  Rev.  Clovis  G.  Chappell,  widely- 
known  pastor  and  author  of  some  35 
books,  died  suddenly  at  his  home  in 
Waverly,  Tenn.,  Aug.  18.  He  was  90. 

During  his  41 -year  career,  Dr.  Chappell 
served  some  of  the  largest  Methodist 
churches  in  the  country,  including  those  in 
Dallas,  Texas;  Washington,  D.C.;  Oklahoma 
City,  Okla.;  Jackson,  Miss.;  Memphis, 
Tenn.;  Houston,  Texas;  Birmingham,  Ala.; 
and  First  Church,  Charlotte.  He  was  a 
retired  member  of  the  Western  North  Caro- 
lina Conference. 


RESPONSIBILITY  IN 
DRINKING  DISCUSSED 

WASHINGTON,  D.C.  (UMI)-When 
United  Methodist  consider  drug  and  alco- 
hol concerns  (on  this  year's  designated 
Sunday,  November  12,  or  otherwise),  one 
of  their  new  resources  will  be  an  unusual 
issue  of  engage  magazine. 

The  August  issue  of  the  publication 
highlights  ( 1 )  an  editorial  and  an  article 
holding  that  a  church  which  stresses  indi- 
vidual responsibility  ought  also  to  consider 
education  for  "responsible  drinking,"  and 
(2)  an  article  claiming  that  "the  churches 
have  been  their  own  worst  enemy  when  it 
comes  to  alcohol."  Plans  for  Drug  and  Al- 
cohol Concerns  Sunday  stress  the  availa- 
bility of  consultation  services  by  the  Board 
of  Christian  Social  Concerns  for  annual 
conference  or  district  planning  and  train- 
ing, rather  than  materials. 

EVANGELISM  PROGRAM  UNDER  WAY 

NEW  YORK  (UMI)-"Mission  to  Save 
the  Million  Souls  of  Okinawa"  is  the  ban- 
ner under  which  1 12  congregations  are  en- 
gaged in  a  year-long  program  of  evangelism 
on  the  Pacific  island  that  in  1971  reverted 
of  Japan  after  26  postwar  years  under  U.S. 
control. 


Among  participating  congregations, 
ranging  a  wide  theological  spectrum,  are 
those  of  the  Kyodan  (United  Church  of 
Christ  of  Japan),  to  which  the  United 
Methodist  Church  and  five  other  North 
American  denominations  are  related.  By 
June  30,  some  400  persons  were  reported 
to  have  made  decisions  for  Christ  and  the 
church. 


'MAN  IN  WASHINGTON'  IS  TRIO 

WASHINGTON,  D.C.  (UMl)-"Our  man 
in  Washington"  for  United  Methodist 
Church  youth  this  year  is  a  trio. 

The  two  young  men  and  one  young 
woman  are  the  coordinators  for  the  Legis- 
lative Affairs  Project  (LAP)  of  the  Church's 
Council  on  Youth  Ministries.  Brad  Hunt 
comes  from  Vernon  Center,  N.Y.,  Shirley 
Foster  from  Imperial  Beach,  Calif.,  and 
Lane  Krahl  from  Phoenix,  Ariz.  They  aim 
to  keep  United  Methodist  youth  across  the 
nation  informed  as  to  national  legislation 
and  other  federal  government  actions  in 
certain  fields,  and  to  help  youth  with  ideas 
and  shared  experiences  for  developing  their 
own  local  or  regional  action  programs. 

*  *  * 

NEWS  CAPSULES 

Some  850  United  Methodist  bishops, 
district  superintendents  and  national 
agency  staff  executives  will  meet  in  Cleve- 
land, Ohio,  September  19-22  to  translate 
into  local  action  the  program  of  the 
denomination   for   the  quadrennium 

beginning  Jan.  1,  1973. 

*  *  * 

"Another  Way,"  a  one-minute  television 
spot  announcement  on  peace  produced  by 
the  United  Methodist  Television,  Radio 
and  Film  Communications  Division,  has 
received  a  third  place  bronze  medal  at  the 
International  Film  Festival  held  in  Atlanta, 
Ga.,  August  11-20. 
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*  *  * 


ADMINISTRATORS  SHOULD 


The  150th  anniversary  of  the  "begin- 
ning of  the  permanent  establishment"  of 
Methodist  work  in  South  Africa  is  being 
observed  this  year. 

*  *  * 

According  to  the  annual  report  of  the 
Interreligious  Foundation  for  Community 
Organization  (IFCO),  United  Methodist 
sources  provided  its  largest  single  channel 

of  income  with  a  total  of  $178,822. 

*  *  * 

Mrs.  Reuben  H.  Mueller,  wife  of 
recently-retired  Bishop  Mueller,  is  recover- 
ing from  a  heart  attack  at  Edward  Hospital 
in  Naperville,  111. 

A  federal  survey  of  aid  to  predomi- 
nantly-black colleges  released  August  19 
showed  that  United  Methodist-related 
Me  harry  Medical  College  in  Nashville, 
Tenn.,  led  all  others  in  governmental  aid 

received  the  past  year  with  $16,100,000. 

*  *  * 

The  Asian  American  Caucus  of  the 
United  Methodist  Church  has  adopted  a 
resolution  "protest(ing)  the  action  of  the 
American  government  for  its  continuous 
and  escalating  acts  of  aggression,  atrocities, 
and  genocide  on  Southeast  Asian  peoples" 
and  "demand(ing)  immediate  withdrawal  of 
troops,  advisors  and  weapons,  and  the  dis- 
mantling of  all  bases  from  Southeast 
Asia."  Korean  members  of  the  caucus  took 
action  disassociating  themselves  from  the 
action. 


LETTERS  TO  EDITOR 

(Continued  from  page  15) 

member  to  be  heard,  or  is  he  suppose  to  be 
heard  at  all? 

Does  the  command  to  "Pray"  and 
"Pay"  cover  our  obligation  as  a  member  of 
the  United  Methodist  Church?  Please 
answer  through  the  Advocate. 

Webb  Lindley,  Member 
Center-Silk  Hope  Charge 
Graham 


BE  LAYMEN 

In  the  July  27,  1972  issue  of  the  Chris- 
tian Advocate,  under  "Issues  and  Opin- 
ions," you  had  a  letter  from  E.L.  Earn- 
hardt, pastor  of  the  Edenton  United 
Methodist  Church.  With  reference  to  the 
problem  he  stated  as  to  the  short  supply  of 
good  preachers  and  his  proposed  solution,  I 
certainly  feel  that  he  has  hit  at  a  very  sensi- 
tive field. 

It  is  absolute  folly  for  the  Methodist 
Church  to  spend  the  kind  of  money  it 
spends  in  training  preachers  in  various 
divinity  schools,  etc.  and  then  simply  to 
throw  away  the  benefits  supposedly 
attained  in  those  preaching  training  efforts 
by  transforming  the  preacher  into  a  busi- 
ness man  or  an  administrative  specialist.  I 
have  known,  and  you  have  known,  laymen 
who  were  just  as  dedicated  and  just  as  con- 
secrated to  the  cause  of  the  Church  as  any 
preacher  and  many  of  these  laymen  would 
be  even  better  equipped  as  administrative 
specialists  and  business  men  to  perform 
most,  if  not  all,  of  the  connectional  duties. 
A  glaring  example,  of  course,  is  the  opera- 
tion of  the  Methodist  Orphanage;  a  second 
glaring  example  would  be  the  operation  of 
the  Retirement  Home.  The  list  is  endless. 

Sam  B.  Underwood,  Jr. 
Greenville,  N.C. 


OPPORTUNITIES 

Five  cents  a  word.  Please  count  your  words 
and  send  remittance  when  sending  your  copy 


WANTED:  Director  of  Christian  Education  or 
Educational  Assistant  for  church  of  1600  with 
extensive  program.  Write  or  call  Dr.  Francis  T. 
Cunningham,  Bethel  United  Methodist  Church, 
245  South  Church  Street,  Spartanburg,  S.C. 
29301 

NEEDED:  Man,  semi-retired  who  may  draw  only 
$1680,  but  wants  to  continue  to  serve  his  fellow- 
man  .  .  .  Need  Christian  dedicated  to  servi- 
tude .  .  .  Prefer  one  with  farm  and  carpentry 
knowledge  .  .  .  One  who  seeks  the  bountiful 
reward  of  giving  himself  to  others  .  .  .  Work  in 
Christian  Home  for  alcoholics  .  .  .  Many  fringe 
benefits  make  this  an  attractive  offer... 
(Especially  for  Meth.  Minister)  .  .  .  Single  man 
preferrred  but  would  consider  couple  ...  All 
replies  confidential.  Write,  Opportunity-Semi- 
retired,  Box  508,  Greensboro,  N.C.  27402 
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WOMEN'S  NEWS 

Western  North  Carolina  Conference 

Mrs.  Julian  Lindsey 


INTERPRETATION  TEAMS  READY 

Newly-elected  conference  leaders  of 
both  the  Women's  Society  of  Christian 
Service  and  the  Wesleyan  Service  Guild 
with  their  respective  executive  committees 
met  in  combined  session  at  Pfeiffer 
College.  Primary  decision  was  the  unani- 
mously endorsed  joint  annual  meeting  for 
both  groups  to  be  held  next  June  15-17, 
1973,  at  Lake  Junaluska  Assembly.  This 
will  be  the  culmination  of  a  year  of  plan- 
ning to  work  into  a  celebration  of  the  for- 
mation then  of  the  WNC  Conference 
United  Methodist  Women. 

The  new  organization  plus  the  schedule 
for  achievement  of  this  goal  was  discussed 
and  explained  while  a  suggested  timetable 
was  given  for  local,  district,  and  conference 
groups.  Readiness  Packets  should  be  re- 
ceived from  Service  Center  by  each  local 
church  this  September. 

The  District  Fall  Calendars  are  to  be 
kept  clear  for  the  priority  of  interpre- 
tation. All  local  and  district  groups  have 
been  urgently  requested  to  wait  before 
making  any  changes  until  one  of  the  Con- 
ference Interpretation  Teams  appears  in 
that  specific  area  to  help  ease  transition 
and  the  scheduling  for  such  is  now  taking 
place.  Decisions  concerning  this  are  under 
the  Committee  on  Interpretation  which 
includes  Mrs.  Fletcher  Nelson,  Miss  Ronda 
Robbins,  Mrs.  Ray  Simpson,  Jr.,  Mrs. 
Jimmy  Everhart,  Mrs.  J.D.  Key,  Mrs.  Paul 
Feezor,  Miss  Tamara  Hall,  and  Mrs.  C.C. 
Herbert,  Jr.  The  district  presidents,  district 
superintendents,  all  ministers,  and 
members  of  the  existing  organizations  will 
be  needed  to  help  in  making  further  plans, 
as  the  new  group  hopefully  expands  to  in- 
clude many  women  not  now  active  in  the 
churches. 


Newly  approved  representatives  from 
the  Southeastern  Jurisdiction  Women's 
Division  to  the  Board  of  Global  Ministries, 
newly  organized  and  authorized  by  the 
recent  General  Conference  in  Atlanta,  were 
Mrs.  E.D.  Chandler,  Mrs.  Alvin  Morrison 
and  Mrs.  Frank  Redding,  Jr.  They  were 
introduced  to  the  executive  committees  by 
Mrs.  Fletcher  Nelson,  conference  president. 

MINISTERS'  WIVES  ELECT  OFFICERS 

The  Ministers'  Wives'  Fellowship  held 
its  annual  meeting  at  the  Kern  Youth 
Center  of  Lake  Junaluska,  on  Saturday 
afternoon  during  Annual  Conference.  The 
Hawaiian  theme  was  carried  out  in  festive 
decorations  with  entertainment  under  the 
direction  of  Mrs.  Jack  Smith  and  Mrs.  Mike 
Leatherwood,  assisted  by  musicians  Doug 
Tanner,  Bill  Medlin,  Jr.,  and  Roland  Barn- 
hardt.  Mrs.  Earl  G.  Hunt,  Jr.  delightfully 
adapted  her  greeting  to  new  members, 
brides,  and  retiring  ministers'  wives  as  an 
"Aloha  Special".  Luau  refreshments  were 
served  on  the  lanaii  by  ministers'  daughters 
in  native  costumes  and  the  meeting  closed 
with  the  traditional  torch-lighting  cere- 
mony on  the  lakefront  as  all  joined  in  sing- 
ing "Aloha  Oe". 

During  the  business  session  new  officers 
elected  and  installed  were  president,  Mrs. 
Thornton  Hawkins,  Canton; vice-president, 
Mrs.  Thomas  Cassady,  Sylva;  recording 
secretary,  Mrs.  J.J.  Jones,  Asheville;  corres- 
ponding secretary,  Mrs.  C.W.  Bailey, 
Wilkesboro;  treasurer,  Mrs.  Bernard  Hurley, 
Waynesville,  and  continuing  as  historian, 
Mrs.  J.C.  Grose,  Jr.,  Stanley. 
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WOMEN'S  NEWS 

North  Carolina  Conference 

Mrs.  Bruce  Hargrove 


WILSON  TEMPLE  WSCS 

The  Women's  Society  of  Christian  Ser- 
vice of  Wilson  Temple  UM  Church, 
Raleigh,  sponsors  a  Wilson  Temple  Night 
annually  for  the  benefit  of  the  local 
church.  The  chief  factor  of  this  tradition  is 
the  faithful  ladies  who  have  worked  hard 
to  make  this  occasion  an  enjoyable  one. 
Having  celebrated  its  100  years  of  exist- 
ence, the  annual  affair  was  a  memorable 
one. 

The  program  was  sketches  from  the 
history  of  the  church.  Mrs.  Lillie  Young 
was  crowned  Miss  Wilson  Temple.  Atten- 
tion was  called  to  the  modern  problems  of 
today  facing  the  church  by  the  pastor  of 
Wilson  Temple,  Rev.  T.V.  Carter.  These  are 
spiritual  sins  such  as  pride,  uncharita- 
bleness,  jealousy,  hatred,  envy  and  covet- 
ousness.  The  Church  should  be  concerned 
in  trying  to  erase  these  evils  around  us 
every  day. 

Refreshments  were  served  and  all  en- 
joyed the  fellowship.  Mrs.  Mary  G.  Boyd  is 
WSCS  president,  and  Miss  Mary  Ellen 
Debnam  was  chairman  of  the  refreshment 
committee. 

EBENEZER  CHURCH  WSCS 

In  May,  43  years  ago,  the  Woman's 
Missionary  Society  of  Ebenezer  UM 
Church  was  organized.  Mrs.  Hannah 
Brown,  wife  of  Rev.  A.E.  Brown  who  was 
pastor  of  Ebenezer  at  that  time,  organized 
the  Society.  There  were  10  charter  mem- 
bers. Two  of  the  charter  members  were 
honored  recently  by  the  WSCS-Mrs.  Exie 
Lee  Truelove  Bright  and  Mrs.  Annie  Bald- 
win Watson.  They  were  presented  with 
special  membership  pins  and  certificates  by 
Miss  Mary  F.  Farrar  of  Pittsboro. 

In  making  the  presentation  Miss  Farrar 
said,  "Throughout  the  years  these  ladies 


have  been  active  in  the  Women's  Society  of 
Christian  Service  and  church  activities.  Mrs. 
Bright  was  the  first  secretary  of  the 
Missionary  Society.  Both  of  these  women 
have  been  an  influence  for  good  and  a 
blessing  in  our  church  and  community,  and 
it  is  a  pleasure  that  we  present  them  with 
special  membership  pins  and  a  certificate." 

Other  charter  members  included  Mrs. 
Roy  Farrar,  Mrs.  Cadace  McCoy,  Mrs.  J.R. 
Matthews,  Mrs.  Frank  Baldwin,  Mrs.  P.G. 
Farrar,  Mrs.  Alpha  Thraikill,  Mrs.  Betty 
Goodwin  and  Mrs.  Ed  Poe. 
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f,     RAISE  FUNDS  FOR 
k  YOUR  ORGANIZATION 


EARN  $400  OR  MORE 

FOR  YOUR  CLUB  OR  CHURCH 
IN  JUST  ONE  WEEK 

NO  RISK     •     NO  INVESTMENT 

Keep  50c   on  every  $1 .00  sale. 
No  call  backs  to  make  deliveries. 
Sell  the  "Golden  Praying  Hands  Pen." 

A  tested,  proved  money  maker. 
It's  one  of  many  fine  fund  raising 
products. 

Write  for  information,  free  sample 
and  fund  raising  program  including 
prize  incentives. 


V7C0LLINGW00D  FUND-RAISING 

V         44  Warren  Street  •  Dept.  3713 
Providance  •  Rhode  Island  02901 
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GOOD  NEWS 

(Continued  from  page  7) 

former  India  missionary  now  living  in 
Asheville;  and  Bishop  Kenneth  W.  Cope- 
land  of  Houston,  Tex. 

Speaking  on  "Christ  is  the  Head"  Bish- 
op Copeland  stressed  the  full  deity  of  Jesus 
Christ  as  being  a  crucial  theological  empha- 
sis. "The  totality  of  divine  power  chose  to 
make  its  abode  in  (Christ)"  he  declared. 
"Let  us  as  Christians,  let  us  as  His  body  in 
the  world,  reaffirm  our  unquestioned  belief 
in  the  supremacy  of  Christ!  The  effective- 
ness of  the  church's  witness  in  the  world, 
in  both  the  personal  and  social  dimensions 
of  human  life  and  society,  depend  on  the 
full  acceptance  of  this  truth,  and  our  obe- 
dience to  it." 

This  convocation,  it  seems  to  us,  signals 
a  recrudescence  of  the  conservative  wing 
within  the  United  Methodist  Church.  Meth- 
odism in  this  country  began  as  a  strongly 
evangelical  movement.  It  achieved  its  great 
gains  in  membership  as  a  consequence  of 
this  evangelicalism  which  stems  directly 
from  the  pattern  set  by  John  Wesley  and 
imprinted  upon  American  Methodism  by 
Francis  Asbury  and  others.  With  the  com- 
ing of  the  twentieth  century,  this  strongly 
evangelical  note  began  to  wane,  and  has  con- 
tinued to  lose  its  force.  The  influences  of  a 
more  liberal  theology,  and  of  a  general  sec- 
ularization on  the  religious  scene  slowly 
but  surely  eroded  the  evangelical  founda- 
tions of  United  Methodism.  Almost  all 
Protestant  denominations  in  the  United 
States  have  experienced  this  same  process. 

The  transitions  were  slow  in  coming, 
and  therefore  the  reactions  were  slow  in 
crystalizing.  Only  now  are  evangelicals 
beginning  to  erect  barriers  to  further 
erosion,  and  beginning  to  take  dynamic 
steps  toward  the  restoration  of  what  they 
consider  a  proper  balance.  In  their  view, 
this  proper  balance  calls  for  a  reordering  of 
missional  priorities  within  the  United 
Methodist  Church:  i.e.  giving  top  priority 
to  the  saving  of  souls  through  the  redemp- 
tive grace  to  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ.  This 
would  involve  a  renewed  empahasis  on  bib- 
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lical  preaching  and  particularly  Pauline 
preaching;  and  a  restoration  of  evange- 
lism—in its  traditional  Methodist  context— 
to  a  central  place  in  the  program  of  the 
church. 

Most  evangelicals  would,  it  seems  to  us, 
be  quite  willing  then  to  go  along  with 
social  action  programs  and  concerns  for 
human  welfare  in  which  the  church  is  now 
engaged,  recognizing  that  this  also  is 
authentically  Wesley  an. 

We  United  Methodists  are  proud  of  our 
pluralistic  characteristics;  that  we  are  big 
enough  and  great  enough  to  include  all 
who  will  come  under  this  vast  umbrella  of 
faith  in  and  discipleship  to  Jesus  Christ. 
Recently,  United  Methodism  has  made  good 
strides  in  showing  recognition  and  respect 
and  in  granting  a  larger  portion  of  power  to 
various  types  of  minorities.  Perhaps  the 
time  has  come  for  the  church  to  really  lis- 
ten to  the  so-called  evangelical  sub-culture. 
These  evangelicals— a  varied  assortment  of 
people  to  be  sure— may  actually  represent 
the  majority  of  rank  and  file  active  church 
members.  They  do  not  deserve  to  be 
ignored,  nor  should  they  have  to  plead  for 
a  proper  place  of  responsibility  and  influ- 
ence within  the  establishment.  A  further 
ignoring  of  their  presence  and  of  their 
right  to  full  participation  at  all  levels  of  the 
life  of  the  church  could  lead  to  serious 
trouble. 

Many  evangelicals  have  seen  what  organ- 
ization, protest  and  agitation  of  issues  have 
done  for  other  groups  within  the  church. 
The  Good  News  Movement  seems  to  be 
taking  a  chapter  from  their  text  book.  The 
church  would  be  advised,  it  seems  to  us,  to 
listen  to  them  now,  before  voices  become 
too  strident;  to  recognize  their  rightful 
status  within  the  church;  to  engage  in  true 
dialogue  with  its  leaders;  and  to  make  ad- 
justments where  these  are  justified.  The 
alternative  could  be  that  we  will  be  spend- 
ing more  time  on  the  cloverleafs  than  or 
travel  down  the  highway. 

Bishop  Copeland  made  a  statement  a' 
the  convocation  which  all  of  us  could  hea 
and  heed  to  advantage:  "It  is  popular,  rele 
vant  and  contemporary  to  talk  abou 


power  structures  within  the  church,  and 
organizing  to  fight  the  established  struc- 
tures, to  fight  fire  with  fire,  but  the  end 
result  is  that  all  of  us  get  severely  burned  in 
the  process  and  the  Kingdom  of  God  grinds 
down  to  a  slow  walk." 

The  United  Methodist  Church  should 
take  care  lest  it  become  a  collection  of 
caucuses,  each  representing  some  minority 
interest  and  vying  with  the  others  for 
power.  The  problem  is  that  one  caucus 
(even  a  good  one)  tends  to  generate  other 
caucuses  and  we  end  up  with  decision- 
making by  a  coalition  of  caucuses.  We 
affirm  that  this  is  not  good  religion  nor  is  it 
good  democracy.  But  mainly,  as  the  Bishop 
says,  "all  of  us  get  severely  burned  .  .  .  and 
the  kingdom  of  God  grinds  down  to  a  slow 
walk." 

Bishop  Copeland  added  this  further 
word  of  admonition:  "All  of  us  need  to 
learn  what  it  means  to  work  together  in  the 
spirit  of  Christ,  and  we'd  better  learn  to  do 
it  pretty  soon." 

CAROLINA 
BRIEFS 

James  Washington  Hargrove  of  Raleigh 
was  elected  president  of  the  Southeastern 
Jurisdictional  Council  for  Youth  during  a 
meeting  at  Lake  Junaluska.  He  has  been 
eappointed  recently  to  the  Governor's 
Commission  on  Advocacy  for  Youth  and 
Children.  The  Commission  is  divided  into 
jive  sub  commissions.  He  will  serve  on  the 
''ersonnel  Committee  and  is  chairman  of 
pe  Public  Information  Committee.  Mr. 
largrove  is  the  son  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Bruce 
targrove.  A  member  of  Wilson  Temple  UM 
hurch  in  Raleigh,  he  is  a  student  at  A&T 
'ate  University. 

*  *  * 


Miss  Karen  Sowder  of  Ormond  Beach,  Fla.: 
has  joined  the  staff  of  Covenant  UM  Church, 
Charlotte,  as  Christian  educational  assistant.  A 
graduate  of  Pfeiffer  College,  Miss  Sowder  was 
president  of  the  United  Methodist  Student  Move- 
ment. She  worked  part-time  in  youth  work  at 
First  UM  Church,  Albemarle. 

NEW  APPOINTMENT 
Bishop  Earl  G.  Hunt,  Jr.,  has  authorized 
the  following  appointment:  Michael  B. 
Brown  (Pj  to  Gethsemane  Church,  Greens- 
boro District,  as  assistant  pastor,  effective 
Aug.  27. 

O.N.  Hutchinson,  Jr. 
District  Superintendent 

*  *  * 

Rev.  C.F.  Womble  of  Statesville  will  be 
guest  preacher  for  Homecoming  Sunday. 
Sept.  24,  at  Bessemer  UM  Church,  Greens- 
boro. He  is  a  former  pastor  of  Bessemer. 
Activities  for  the  day  include  church 
school  at  9:45,  worship  service  at  1 1 ,  lunch 
in  the  fellowship  hall  at  noon,  and  a  special 
musical  program  at  2  p.m.  The  choir,  under 
the  direction  of  Douglas  Rayle,  will  present 
"What  It's  All  About  Anyhow"?  and  the 
Quintet  from  Friendship  UM  Church  will 
sing. 

*  *  * 

(Continued  on  page  31) 
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Sunday  School  Lesson 

By  Dr.  Raymond  A.  Smith 
(International  Lesson  Series) 


FOR  SEPTEMBER  17 


DOES  SCIENTIFIC  KNOWLEDGE 
THREATEN  FAITH? 


Background  Scripture:  Job  38;  42;  Prov- 
erbs 3:13-20;  I  Corinthians  1  and  2 

Lesson  Scripture:  I  Corinthians  2:6-16;  I 
Thessalonians  5:21 

The  only  acceptable  answer  to  the  ques- 
tion raised  in  our  lesson  title  is:  It  depends. 
First,  it  depends  upon  what  one  considers 
to  be  one's  "faith."  It  also  depends  on 
what  sort  of  "science"  is  meant,  what  sort 
of  statements  are  being  made  about  it, 
and  how  "science"  is  defined.  As  everyone 
knows,  there  are  many  sciences,  just  as 
there  are  many  faiths,  even  under  the  wide 
umbrella  of  such  designations  as  "Christi- 
anity", with  several  kinds  of  Catholics  and 
more  than  250  kinds  of  Protestants.  To 
make  a  complete  survey  we  should  have  to 
include  Judaism,  and  also  non-Western  re- 
ligions such  as  Hinduism  and  Buddhism. 

The  above  statement  is  not  intended  to 
"sweep  the  problem  under  the  rug."  It  has 
been  a  continuing  question  for  centuries, 
and  will  doubtless  continue  to  be.  There  is 
an  old  book  entitled  "The  History  of  the 
Warfare  Between  Science  and  Religion" 
and  there  have  been  more  since  it  was  pub- 
lished. We  have  to  face  the  fact  that  there 
are  many  who  claim  to  have  abandoned 
their  religious  faith  with  no  clear-cut  rea- 
son. However,  it  is  probable  that  many  of 
these  people  came  to  their  present  negative 
view  of  religion  becasue  of  the  prevailing 
popularity  of  what  they  regard  as  "the 
scientific  view  of  life."  There  is  now  a 
group  that  calls  its  religion  "Scientology", 
which  means  that  it  believes  there  are  no 
problems  that  science  can't  find  the  answer 
to.  Science,  for  them,  has  become  "Scien- 
tism."  They  have  elevated  the  scientific 
view  of  life  into  a  religion!  They  may  be 
quite  unaware  of  the  fact  that  there  is  a 


respectable  amount  of  good  writing  on  the 
general  theme  of  "The  Limitations  of 
Science." 

Instead  of  talking  about  "Science"  it 
would  perhaps  be  more  enlightening  to  talk 
of  "The  Scientific  Method"  which  has  been 
applied  to  find  out  useful,  and  even  highly 
beneficial,  facts  about  the  world  in  which' 
we  live.  It  has  it  own  methods  and  stan-i 
dards  of  "proof  but  they  are  not  the  only\ 
methods  we  have.  There  are  realms  of  be-' 
ing  to  which  they  cannot  be  applied.  Some-1 
one  has  pointed  out  that  a  scientific  labora- 
tory is  not  really  equipped  for  discovering 
spiritual  truths,  but  rather  to  discover  new j 
facts  about  physical  quantities  and  quali- 
ties. On  the  other  hand,  our  poets,  proph 
ets,  artists  and  philosophers  have  revealec 
new  truths  about  the  human  spirit  withou 
a  multitude  of  technical  devices.  The  im 
portant  thing  is  the  truth  that  is  found,  no 
who  finds  it.  As  a  medieval  philosopher 
once  wrote:  "Every  good  and  true  Christ 
ian  may  know  that  wherever  he  finds  trut 
it  is  the  truth  of  God." 

Paul  says  in  I  Corinthians  2:4:  "Th 
word  I  spoke,  the  gospel  I  proclaimed,  di 
not  sway  you  with  subtle  arguments;  it  ca 
ried  conviction  by  spiritual  power,  so  th; 
your  faith  might  not  be  built  upon  hums 
wisdom  but  upon  the  power  of  God."  I  e 
then  proceeds  to  show  that  this  pow 
upon  which  his  faith  is  founded  is  n< 
shared  by  the  world  rulers  under  who  r 
many  Christians  had  to  live,  and  some 
suffer  and  die.  Even  the  Romans,  who  i 
Paul  seldom  criticizes,  did  not  have  the  w 
dom  to  distinguish  Christ  from  crimina  f 
but  crucified  him. 

Paul  goes  on  to  point  out  that  it  is  fut  1 
to  try  to  speak  of  this  experience  to  th(  s 
who  are  unspiritual.  In  I  Corinthians  2: 


24       North  Carolina  Christian  Advocate 


he  writes:  "A  man  who  is  unspiritual  re- 
fuses what  belongs  to  the  spirit  of  God;  it 
is  folly  to  him;  he  cannot  grasp  it,  because 
it  needs  to  be  judged  in  the  light  of  the 
Spirit."  The  modern  counterpart  of  these 
people  are  those  who  dismiss  ail  conversa- 
tions about  non-material  values  as  "God- 
talk."  In  the  next  verse  the  apostle  goes  on 
to  say,  "We  impart  this  in  words  not  taught 
by  human  wisdom  but  through  the  Spirit, 
interpreting  spiritual  truths  to  those  who 


possess  the  Spirit." 

Our  conclusion  is  that  the  scientific 
method  is  extremely  useful  in  discovering 
new  facts  about  the  physical  world,  and 
even  about  persons,  whether  alone  or  in 
groups.  But  the  limitations  of  science  are 
many.  The  value  of  a  sharp  knife  will  de- 
pend upon  who  is  using  it,  and  for  what 
purpose.  In  the  hands  of  a  skilled  surgeon 
it  can  heal;  in  the  hands  of  an  assassin  it 
can  destroy. 


SUNDAY  SCHOOL  LESSON  FOR  SEPTEMBER  24 

SOCIAL  CHANGE:  WORK  AND  LEISURE 


Background  Scripture:  Genesis  3;  Exodus 
20;  Ecclesiastes  2:1  through  3:9;Colos- 
sians3:17,23,24,  25 

Lesson  Scripture:  Exodus  20:8-1 1 ;  Ecclesi- 
astes 2:4-11 

Not  long  ago  this  writer  heard  a  woman 
refer  to  her  husband  as  the  "worfc-aholic," 
by  which  she  meant  he  was  a  "compulsive" 
worker.  He  had  to  be  working  all  the  time 
or  he  wasn't  happy.  It  is  said  that  Dr.  Char- 
les Mayo  has  on  his  desk  a  motto  which 
reads:  "There's  no  fun  like  work."  This,  of 
course,  is  a  different  view  from  that  given 
in  Genesis  3:17f  where  the  Divine  Voice 
says  to  Adam:  "Because  you  have  eaten 
from  the  tree  which  I  forbade  you,  accursed 
shall  be  the  ground  on  your  account.  With 
labor  you  shall  win  your  food  from  it  all 
the  days  of  your  life.  .  .  you  shall  gain  your 
bread  by  the  sweat  of  your  brow  until  you 
return  to  the  ground  from  which  you  were 
,  taken." 

j  Implied  in  the  above  is  the  idea  that 
work  is  distinctly  unpleasant.  The  He- 
brews, as  a  nation,  however,  taught  the 
glory  of  work.  An  old  rabbinical  saying 
jruns:  "Whoever  does  not  teach  his  son  a 
trade  teaches  him  to  be  a  thief."  Jesus  was 
a  carpenter,  Paul  a  tent  maker;  and  neither 
.was  ashamed  of  the  fact  that  they  toiled 
with  their  hands.  But  in  Hebrew  tradition 
the  Sabbath  afforded  relief  from  labor.  In 
jExodus  20:8f  the  command  is:  "Remem- 
Iber  the  Sabbath  day,  to  keep  it  holy.  Six 


days  shalt  thou  labor  and  do  all  thy  work. 
But  the  seventh  dav  is  the  Sabbath  of  the 
Lord  thy  God;  in  it  thou  shalt  not  do  any 
work  ...  for  in  six  days  the  Lord  made 
heaven  and  earth  and  rested  on  the  seventh 
day:  wherefore  the  Lord  blessed  the  Sab- 
bath day  and  hallowed  it."  This  did  not 
mean  the  Sabbath  was  to  be  a  day  of  idle- 
ness or  indolence.  One  should  attend  wor- 
ship in  the  temple  and/or  synagogue,  pray- 
ers were  said,  and  there  was  (and  is)  a 
special  ritual  of  lighting  the  "Sabbath 
lamps"  at  the  precise  moment  when  the 
Sabbath  begins.  All  through  history,  not 
only  Jews,  but  Christians  as  well,  have  hon- 
ored the  Sabbath.  They  have  made  it  a 
time  of  renewal  and  of  reflection  upon  the 
work  of  their  Creator. 

But  what  of  Sabbath  observance  today? 
In  many  places  one  may  find  stores  open 
and  crowded  with  shoppers,  golf  courses 
and  playing  fields  thronged  with  people, 
highways  crowded  not  only  with  cars,  but 
with  trucks  carrying  merchandise  from  one 
place  to  another.  The  result  of  all  this 
activity  is  "blue  Monday"— a  day  when 
some  go  back  to  work  more  tired  than 
when  they  left  the  job  for  the  week-end. 
Besides  this  we  now  have  experiments  with 
the  four-day  week  which,  according  to 
some  reports,  workers  like  better  than  the 
five-day  week. 

Gandhi,  the  great  Hindu  liberator,  was 
opposed  to  industries  (or  factories)  because 
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they  meant  for  many  people  dull  and  mo- 
notonous work  instead  of  the  satisfaction 
which  comes  from  creating  something  with 
their  own  hands.  But  many  of  the  under- 
developed countries  of  the  world  today 
would  gladly  swap  their  miserable  incomes 
of  about  $250  a  year  for  industries,  even  at 
the  risk  of  less  interesting  work  and  possi- 
ble pollution  of  the  environment.  They 
have  seen  the  rise  of  an  industrial  society 
make  the  wealthy  nations  their  master,  and 
they  would  like  some  of  the  wealth  it 
brings. 

Turning  now  to  our  Scripture  from  the 
book  of  Ecclesiastes,  we  have  the  picture 
of  a  man  who,  generally,  has  found  life 
boring.  In  fact  the  book  is  so  pessimistic 
that  some  have  called  it  "the  cellar  of  the 
Bible."  In  the  beginning  of  the  book  work 
is  looked  upon  with  cynical  eyes:  "Vanity 
of  vanities,  all  is  vanity.  What  does  a  man 


gain  from  all  his  labor  and  toil  here  under 
the  sun?"  But  later  on  in  the  book  he  con- 
cludes that  "there  is  nothing  better  for  a 
man  that  he  should  eat  and  drink,  and  find 
enjoyment  in  his  toil"(Ecclesiastes  2:24). 
This  writer  recalls  a  remark  made  to  a  class 
at  Trinity  College  many  years  ago  by  a 
wonderful  teacher,  the  late  Dr.  W.I.  Cran- 
ford,  to  the  effect  that  "there  are  few  things 
in  this  world  that  bring  as  much  satis- 
faction as  a  day's  work  well  done."  If  all 
the  world  believed  that,  then  we  should 
have  turned  a  curse  into  a  blessing.  In  any 
case,  we  ought  to  pray  daily  that  the  great 
masses  of  the  people  who  are  engaged  in 
useful  toil  might  come  to  see  it  that  way. 
Perhaps  we  may  in  time  come  to  see  with 
the  writer  in  Colossians  the  wisdom  of  the 
verse:  "Whatever  you  are  doing,  put  your 
whole  heart  into  it,  as  if  you  were  doing  it 
for  the  Lord  and  not  for  men." 


IN  MEMORIAM 


MRS.  ESTHER  BLALOCK  CRUMP 

We  the  members  of  the  Women's  Society  of 
Christian  Service  of  Mt.  Zion  United  Methodist 
Church  of  Norwood,  North  Carolina,  wish  to  pay 
tribute  and  respect  to  the  memory  of  Mrs.  Esther 
Blalock  Crump  who  passed  to  her  heavenly  re- 
ward on  June  5,  1972.  Our  hearts  were  sad- 
dened. The  church  and  community  realized  a 
great  loss. 

"Aunt  Esther"  as  she  was  affectionately 
known  by  many  was  a  source  of  inspiration  to 
all  who  knew  her.  She  was  a  very  warm  and 
friendly  person  and  loved  by  young  and  old  alike. 
She  made  her  home  a  very  cordial  and  open  place 
to  all  who  called.  As  the  poet,  Edgar  A.  Guest, 
said,  "Let  me  live  in  a  house  by  the  side  of  the 
road  and  be  a  friend  to  man"-can  truly  be  said 
of  "Aunt  Esther".  She  was  interested  in  doing 
that  which  was  for  the  good  of  her  fellowmen. 

As  a  young  adult,  she  taught  school  at  Poplar 
Springs  and  Porters  in  Stanly  County  between 
1918-1921  and  worked  as  a  sales  clerk  in  States- 
ville  and  Greensboro.  She  was  married  to  Thomas 
E.  Crump  in  1930  and  became  a  devoted  wife 
and  homemaker.  Although,  she  had  no  children 
of  her  own,  she  was  like  a  "mother"  and  a  "guid- 
ing light"  to  many. 

She  was  an  active  and  loyal  member  of  the 
community  especially  in  the  work  of  the  church, 


W.S.C.S.,  and  Home  Extention  Club.  She  was  a 
Sunday  School  teacher  as  long  as  her  health  per- 
mitted and  a  counselor  of  the  Methodist  Youth 
Fellowship.  She  was  instrumental  in  organizing 
the  Mt.  Zion  W.S.C.S.  in  1940-serving  as  the 
first  president.  She  also  served  as  president,  vice 
president,  secretary,  treasurer,  and  chairman  of 
various  committees  in  later  years.  Her  work  in 
the  Home  Extension  Club  was  just  as  active  as  in 
W.S.C.S. 

We  sorely  miss  her  physical  presence,  but  the 
memories  and  affects  of  this  one  lady's  life  will 
continue  to  influence  the  lives  of  those  who 
knew  her  for  many  years.  May  the  life  she  lived 
in  devotion  and  love  for  the  the  Master  be  a  chal- 
lenge to  each  of  us. 

As  a  token  of  respect,  affection,  and  appreci- 
ation for  her  and  sympathy  for  her  family,  we  are 
recording  a  copy  of  this  memorial  in  the  minutes 
of  the  W.S.C.S,  sending  a  copy  to  the  family,  and 
a  copy  to  the  North  Carolina  Christian  Advocate. 

Mrs.  Eddie  Hathcock 
Mrs.  Eli  Lowder 

MRS.  L.  ROSCOE  FOREMAN 

We,  the  United  Methodist  Women  of  First 
United  Methodist  Church,  Elizabeth  City,  N.C., 
in  our  loss  of  our  dear  member,  Mary  Culpepper 
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Foreman,  express  our  sorrow  and  also  our  admir- 
ation. 

She  was  "Miss  Mary"  to  us  and  "Beautiful"  to 
her  loving  family,  which  indicates  something  of 
her  character.  This  lovely  lady  was  a  pleasure  to 
all  of  us  while  she  was  active,  and  still  a  pleasure 
when  we  we  saw  her  after  her  confinement  at 

me.  Her  interest,  humor  and  intellect  were 
admired  and  appreciated-along  with  her  support 
of  this  church. 

To  her  family,  then,  we  repeat  our  sorrow  and 
send  our  deep  sympathy.  We  know  they  are  com- 
forted by  the  joy  she  had  in  life  and  the  love  that 
was  showered  upon  her. 

MRS.  SALLIE  B.  RIGSBEE  WOODS 

The  Administrative  Board  of  Asbury  United 
Methodist  Church,  Durham,  N.C.,  wishes  to  pay  a 
tribute  of  love,  honor  and  respect  to  a  devoted 
and  loyal  member,  Mrs.  Sallie  B.  Rigsbee  Woods, 
who  departed  this  life  July  25,  1972. 

"Miss   Sallie",   as  she   was  affectionately 
known,  while  relatively  small  in  stature,  stood 
extremely  tall  in  her  Church  and  Christian  life  as 
she  conveyed  radiant  rays  of  faith,  hope,  and  love 
to  all  who  knew  her.  She  was  a  dedicated  Chris- 
tian and  served  her  Church  and  God  faithfully 
over  the  years  as  a  Church  School  teacher.  "Miss 
Sallie"  was  a  kind  and  loving  neighbor  and 
mother,  she  served  and  went  about  doing  good. 
As  a  friend  to  all  ages,  she  was  an  inspiration 
i  to  all  who  knew  her  and  served  with  her  in  the 
I  Church.  To  know  her  was  to  love  her.  It  can  be 
truly  said  "Miss  Sallie"  was  a  child  of  God.  We 
are  grateful  to  God  for  this  devoted  Christian 
I  lady  who  shared  her  life  with  us. 

To  her  family  we  extend  our  deepest  sym- 
i  pathy.  She  will  be  missed  by  all  of  us  on  the 
Administrative  Board  of  Asbury  United  Metho- 
dist  Church. 

Lamar  Williams,  Vice  Chairman 
Administrative  Board 
Asbury  United  Methodist  Church, 
Durham,  North  Carolina 


World  Communion 
Offering  Helps  Students 

It  costs  between  $1,800  and  $2,200  a 
year  to  educate  one  student  in  the  under- 
graduate programs  of  United  Methodist 
j  black  colleges.  The  students  for  the  most 
part  come  from  families  with  an  average 
income  of  less  than  $2,500.  These  statistics 
indicate  the  obvious  need  for  student 


financial  assistance.  One  college,  Rust  in 
Holly  Springs,  Miss.,  reports  that  93  per- 
cent of  its  700  students  must  receive 
financial  aid. 

Last  year  Rust  College  received 
$46,000  for  scholarships  and  loans  from 
the  United  Methodist  Church.  The  Rev. 
W.A.  McMillian,  president,  reported  that 
these  funds  came  at  a  time  of  great  need 
because  of  a  major  cutback  in  government 
aid  for  scholarship  programs.  The  president 
of  Claflin  University  in  Orangeburg,  S.C.,  the 
Rev.  H.V.  Manning,  reported  a  total  of 
$22,000  received  in  the  past  two  years, 
providing  assistance  for  at  least  74 
students. 

From  September,  1970,  thru  mid- 
March,  1972,  the  11  black  United 
Methodist  colleges  and  one  black  medical 
school  have  granted  1,152  loans  for  a  total 
of  $511,975.  During  this  same  period 
1,056  scholarships  were  granted  totaling 
$371,728. 

Typical  of  students  receiving  these 
grants  are  Joyce  Logan,  Oxford,  Miss., 
Claudia  Miller,  Winona,  Miss.,  and  Walter 
Leverette,  Newton,  Miss.  These  three 
would  never  have  been  able  to  attend 
college  without  major  financial  help.  Yet, 
each  had  the  scholastic  abilities  and  the 
desire  for  a  college  education.  Miss  Logan 
was  a  freshman  last  year  and  maintained  a 
3.80  average.  Miss  Miller  will  be  a  junior 
next  year,  has  received  financial  assistance 
for  two  years,  and  maintains  a  3.30 
average.  Walt  Leverette  is  a  pre-ministerial 
student,  a  senior  next  year,  and  has  a  3.17 
average.  All  students  receiving  aid  must 
maintain  a  satisfactory  scholastic  record. 

A  prime  source  for  financial  aid  comes 
from  one-fourth  of  the  World  Communion 
Offering.  On  Oct.  1  United  Methodists  join 
Christians  around  the  world  in  observing 
the  Lord's  Supper  and  mark  their  dedi- 
cation by  contributing  to  support  scholar- 
ship programs  for  students  from  minority 
groups  in  the  U.S.,  and  through  the 
Crusade  Scholarship  program  qualified 
Christian   young   adults   from  other 

(Continued  on  page  31) 
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Churches  On  Advocate  Club  Plans 


NORTH  CAROLINA  CONFERENCE 
ALL-ADMINISTRATIVE  BOARD 

Burlington  District 

Grace,  Burlington,  W.G.  Wegwart 

Shiloh,  Gibsonville,  S.J.  Starnes 

Faith,  Burlington,  C.F.  Hirschi 

Carrboro,  Carrboro,  N.H.  Byrd 

Mt.  Hermon,  Graham,  H.L.  McLaurin 

Durham  District 
Mt.  Tirzah,  J.C.  Lee 

Fayetteville  District 

Divine  Street,  Dunn,  Sidney  Boone 

Haymount,  Fayetteville,  E.F.  Smith 

Sandy  Grove,  G.W.  Ruggles 

Parker,  G.W.  Ruggles 

Lillington,  Irving  E.  Cook 

Camp  Ground,  Fayetteville,  R.D.  Ricks 

Black's  Chapel,  N.P.  Edens 

Goldsboro  District 
Wallace,  Lawrence  Bridges 

Greenville  District 

Holy  Trinity,  Greenville,  R.L.  Turnage 
New  Bern  District 

Franklin  Memorial,  Morehead  City,  G.S.  Smith 
Tuitle's  Grove,  H.F.  Yearick 
Core  Creek,  H.F.  Yearick 
Merrimon,  H.F.  Yearick 

Raleigh  District 

Hayes  Barton,  Raleigh,  C.G.  McCarver 
Franklinton,  Franklinton,  J.E.  Richardson 
Louisburg,  Louisburg,  V.W.  Jones 

Rockingham  District 
Central,  Laurinburg,  L.C.  Swink 
Mt.  Olive,  W.F.  Elliott 
Smith  Chapel,  W.F.  Elliott 
First,  Pembroke,  J.J.  Juren 
Trinity,  Fairmont,  C.E.  Owens 
Glenwood,  Rockingham,  W.C.  Lewis 
Prospect,  S.F.  Cummings 

Rocky  Mount  District 

First,  Roanoke  Rapids,  M.D.  Tyson 

Winstead,  Wilson,  J.D.  Aycock 

San  ford  District 

Page  Memorial,  Aberdeen,  W.I.  Jackson 

Roseland,  W.I.  Jackson 

Hoffman,  R.J.  Rudd 

Mt.  Vernon,  Orville  Leonard 

Steele  Street,  Sanford  R.W.  Ponder 

Wilmington  District 
Trinity,  Elizabeth  town,  Fred  Davis 
St.  Paul's,  Carolina  Beach,  G.P.  Phillips 
Bethesda,  Vance  Hardison 


St.  Paul,  Tabor  City,  C.H.  Mewborn 
St.  John's  Wilmington,  Benton  Hill 
Sunset  Park,  A.C.  Mehaffey 
Grace,  Wilmington,  R.H.  Stark 
Wesley's  Chapel,  Gordon  E.  Allen 

EVERY  FAMILY  CHURCHES 

Greenville  District 

Wharton  Trinity,  A.S.  Lancaster 

Raleigh  District 
Macon,  Dennis  Weaver 

Rockingham  District 
Gibson,  J.D.  Jones 

WESTERN  NORTH  CAROLINA  CONFERENCE 
ALL-ADMINISTRATIVE  BOARD 

Albemarle  District 
Ansonville  Chg.,  J.E.  Bowen 

Asheville  District 
Montmorenci,  J.E.  Carter 
Bethesda,  Asheville,  Warner  Milner 

Charlotte  District 
Big  Spring,  Charlotte,  NX.  Oliver 
Cole  Memorial,  Charlotte,  W.C.  Sides 
Grace,  Charlotte,  R.L.  Carter 
Oak  Grove,  Charlotte,  F.F.  Wooten 

Gastonia  District 

First,  Belmont,  C.G.  Young 

St.  Mark's,  Belmont,  Boyd  Stokes 

Knob  Creek,  C.A.  Pope 

Kadesh,  C.A.  Pope 

St.  Peter's,  C.A.  Pope 

First,  Cherryville,  G.R.  McCulley 

Myrtle,  Gastonia,  J.S.  Higgins 

McKendree,  M.M.  Armstrong 

Puett,  W.H.  Pheagin,  Jr. 

Messiah,  Vale,  CM.  Young 

Greensboro  District 

Rehobeth,  Greensboro,  J.W.  Billings 

High  Point  District 
Julian,  George  Carnwright 
Shiloh,  George  Carnwright 

Marion  District 

First,  Forest  City,  Don  Payne 

First,  Morganton,  Harlan  Creech,  Jr. . 

Zion  Memorial,  G.A.  Upton 

North  Wilkesboro  District 
Maple  Springs,  W.R.  Surratt 
Longtown,  F.E.  Blalock 

Salisbury  District 
Epworth,  Concord,  J.K.  Miller 
Forest  Hill,  Concord,  J.L.  Johnson,  Jr. 
Midway,  Kannapolis,  Neil  E.  Smith 
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First,  Landis,  B.J.  Dennis 
Bethel,  Midland,  J.L.  McCleskey 
ftovidence,  K.W.  Judy 
First,  Salisbury,  D.E.  Bailey 

Statesville  District 

St.  Luke's,  Hickory,  Thad  McDonald 
Slew  Salem,  Donald  C.  Davis 
Plateau,  L.H.  Evans 
Race  Street,  Statesville,  J.H.  Barnes 

Thomasville  District 

3ear  Springs,  J.C.  Reynolds 

Shiloh,  Lexington,  J. A.  Northington 

ryro,  R.E.  Cook 

Canaan,  Miles  A.  McLean 

West  End,  Thomasville,  P.M.  Dennis 

Winston-Salem  I  Forsyth 

Bethel,  G.M.  Carver 

3race,  G.M.  Carver 

B.  Tabor,  Roy  E.  Bell 

St.  Paul's,  Winston-Salem,  J.W.  Gwyn 

Hanes,  D.L.  Stubbs 

Winston-Salem/ Northeast  District 
Stokesdale,  Stokesdale,  C.E.  Page 
Matthews  Chapel,  B.G.  Doub 
Stony  Knoll,  J.B.  Yarbrough 
Rural  Hall-Red  Bank,  Buford  Miller 
Kingswood,  J. P.  Greene 

EVERY  FAMILY 

North  Wilkesboro 

Bethany,  W.  Jefferson,  D.D.  Holt 

Salisbury  District 
(Bethel,  K.W.  Judy 


LITTLE  GIANT 

The  name  to  remember  lor 


FIBERGLASS 
SPIRES  CROSSES 

BAPTISTRIES 
WATER  HEATERS 

Church  credit  plans  available,  ^tt  ^ 


Free  colored  brochure. 


tatesville  District 
(fountain  View,  R.M.  Clinard 

Thomasville  District 
"oncord,  J.C.  Lane 

Winston-Salem  I  Northeast  District 
itethlehem,  W.E.  Harris 
ialem,  W.E.  Harris 


JOIN  US  ON  OUR 
ANNUAL  HOLY  LAND  TOUR 
Departure  Date,  December  27,  1972 
10  Day  Trip  Only  $699.00 
Free  Colorful  Brochures 
REV.  BOB  DENNIS 
515  West  Ridge  Ave. 
Landis,  North  Carolina  28088 
57-5031  Telephone  857-5041 


LITTLE  GIANT  MANUFACTURING  CO. 

Box  518  /  Orange,  Texas  77630 
Phone:  713-883-4246 


A.  B.  Dick  320  Tabletop 
Offset  Duplicator 


E VER Y  OFFICE 
CAN  HAVE  QUALITY 
OFFSET  COPIES 
AT  LOW  COST! 

Produce  stationery,  forms, 
bulletins,*  colors  on  this  com- 
pact offset  machine  (21'  x 
24'  x  S5").  Photographs  repro- 
duce sharp  and  clear.  Easy  to 
use.  Fast,  too!  Up  to  7500 
copies  per  hour.  Call  us  for  a 
free  demonstration  today. 


Gray  &  Creech,  Inc. 
RALEIGH 
Asheville,  Charlotte, 
Winston-Salem 
Greensboro 
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NC  Methodism  Started 
in  Currituck  County 

by  C.  Franklin  Grill,  Chairman 
N.C.  Conference  Commission 
on  Archives  and  History 


Although  George  Whitefield  came  to 
America  in  1739  and  passed  through  North 
Carolina  preaching  like  a  ball  of  fire  to 
crowds  wherever  they  would  assemble, 
credit  has  not  been  given  him  for  being  the 
first  Methodist  to  preach  in  the  Tar  Heel 
State.  He  was  a  friend  of  Wesley's,  but 
Whitefield  was  not  dispatched  by  the  Orig- 
inator of  the  Methodist  movement  to  go  to 
America  and  neither  was  his  preaching  and 
theology  always  approved  by  Wesley. 

The  first  ordained  "Methodist" 
preacher  to  enter  North  Carolina  was  an 
Anglican  clergyman  named  Joseph  Pilmore 
who  at  only  thirty-three  delivered  his  first 
sermon  in  the  state  at  Currituck  Court- 
house on  September  28,  1772.  Born  in 
Tadmouth,  Yorkshire,  Pilmore  was  con- 
verted under  John  Wesley  who  assisted 
with  his  education  at  Kingswood  School. 
He  was  one  of  Wesley's  itinerants  in  Eng- 
land for  about  four  years. 

Joseph  Pilmore  and  Richard  Boardman 
were  selected  as  the  first  pair  of  English 
clergymen  to  be  appointed  by  John  Wesley 
to  go  to  America.  Both  arrived  in  1769  and 
remained  five  years.  Pilmore  became  pastor 
of  Old  Saint  George's  Church  in  Phila- 
delphia. He  soon  drew  large  congregations 
there.  In  1772  Pilmore  made  a  southern 
journey  through  the  colonies  and  estab- 
lished societies  such  as  Lovely  Lane  in 
Baltimore  and  Monumental  Church  in 
Portsmouth,  Virginia. 

By  September  Pilmore  entered  North 
Carolina  reporting  that  the  day  was  hot 
and  the  journey  was  through  the  woods. 
After  stopping  for  the  night  at  an  unnamed 
place,  he  began  again  in  the  morning  and  a 
little  before  noon  arrived  at  Currituck 
Courthouse. 

"The  people  gathered  sooner  than  I 
expected,  I  began  without  delay,  and  de- 
clared to  Churchmen,  Baptists,  and  Pres- 
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byterians,  'He  shall  baptise  you  with  the 
Holy  Ghost  and  with  fire,'  and  God  made 
his  word  like  a  hammer  that  breaketh  the 
rock  to  pieces." 

The  next  day,  after  preaching  at  a 
chapel  five  miles  from  Colonel  Hallowell 
Williams'  where  he  had  stayed  overnight, 
he  held  another  service  at  Narrow's  Chapel 
which  was  about  twenty-five  miles  south  of 
Currituck.  Then  he  returned  to  Tidewater 
Virginia  before  continuing  south  to 
Charleston  and  Savannah. 

Only  spasmodic  preaching  followed 
Joseph  Pilmore's  entry  into  North 
Carolina.  Robert  Williams,  another  young 
English  local  preacher,  formed  societies 
around  the  Roanoke  River  in  northeastern 
North  Carolina.  Williams,  the  first  Meth- 
odist preacher  to  marry,  the  first  to  locate, 
and  the  first  to  die,  was  on  the  Petersburg 
Circuit  in  1774  when  he  first  penetrated 
the  state  line  and  organized  societies  inn 
North  Carolina. 

The  Conference  of  1776  outlined  four 
new  circuits,  one  of  which  was  the  Carolina 
Circuit  with  the  Atlantic  Ocean  its  eastern' 
border  and  a  limitless  western  border. 
Edward  Dromgoole,  Francis  Poythress  and 
Isham  Tatum  were  to  travel  as  far  as  they 
could.  The  circuit  added  preaching  places 
and  members  and  was  divided  and  grew. 

Francis  Asbury  was  the  first  superin- 
tendent in  America  but  he  did  not  entei 
North  Carolina  until  1780  at  which  time  bt 
began  organizing  societies  in  the  Piedmonl 
region. 

Methodism  was  served  in  the  north 
eastern  area  from  the  Norfolk  Circui 
before  1783  when  the  Camden  Circuit  wa 
first  organized.  The  oldest  Methodis 
Church  in  existence  today  in  that  region  i 
Mt.  Zion  at  Grandy  in  Currituck  Count; 
which  dates  from  1829.  Three  years  late 
the  Currituck  Circuit  was  formed. 


In  recognition  of  Methodist  beginnings 
in  North  Carolina,  a  statewide  celebration 
will  be  held  on  September  28,  1972  at 
Currituck  Courthouse  to  mark  the  two 
hundredth  anniversary.  Dr.  Frederick 
Maser,  editor  of  Pilmore's  Journal,  and 
Bishop  Herbert  Bell  Shaw  of  the  A.M.E. 
Zion  Church  are  to  be  the  principal 
speakers  as  well  as  several  local  histories 
which  will  be  given  to  comprise  the  pro- 
gram for  the  occasion. 

The  Northeastern  High  School  Band  is 
expected  to  play  and  dinner  will  be  pro- 
vided those  who  attend  the  celebration. 
The  program  will  begin  at  10:30  and  con- 
clude about  3:30.  Currituck  Courthouse  is 
located  on  highway  34  twenty-five  miles 
northeast  of  Elizabeth  City.  The  public  is 
invited  to  attend  this  historic  celebration 
and  bring  a  folding  chair  or  blanket  to 
enjoy  the  informal  out-of-door  setting  of 
this  beautiful  Currituck  Sound  community. 


HELPS  STUDENTS 
(Continued  from  page  27) 
countries.  A  portion  of  the  offering  also 
supplies  the  only  source  of  funds  for  the 
Commission  on  Chaplains  and  Related 
Ministries,  undergirding  the  work  of  United 
Methodist  civilian  and  military  chaplains. 


CAROLINA  BRIEFS 

(Continued  from  page  23) 


Meg/7/  Schedule  Given 

The  Rev.  George  C.  Megill,  missionary 
to  Brazil  on  furlough,  preached  at  St.  Paul 
i  j  UM  Church  in  Rocky  Mount  on  Sunday 
Jjmorning,   Aug.  28,  and  that  evening 

I  |  preached  to  the  combined  congregations  of 
JSt.  Paul  and  Clark  Street.  Sept.  3  he 
u  [preached  on  the  Beech  Grove  charge  near 
d  isNew  Bern.  His  preaching  schedule  for  the 
a  remainder  of  his  furlough  is  as  follows: 

nil  Sept.  17,  homecoming  and  revival, 
id  'Fellowship,  Church,  Hamlet;  Oct.  15,  St. 
»  Luke,  Goldsboro;  Oct.  22,  St.  Paul,  Golds- 
boro, Nov.  3,  First,  Roanoke  Rapids;  Nov. 
%2,  Shiloh,  Burlington;  Nov.  19,  Jarvis 
0  Memorial,  Greenville;  Nov.  26,  Westover 
*  bhurch,  Raleigh;  Dec.  3,  Bethany  Church, 

II  Durham;  Dec.  10,  Bellemont,  Burlington; 
o!l  pec.  31,  Knightdale,  and  Jan.  7,  Mace- 

0 


Ionia,  Raleigh. 

Mr.  Megill,  a  member  of  the  N.C.  Con- 
10|  pence,  will  be  studying  at  Union  Semi- 
iary  in  Virginia  during  the  fall  quarter.  He 
nd  his  family  will  be  returning  to  Brazil  in 
anuary. 


Homecoming  is  scheduled  at  Jackson 
Park  UM  Church,  Kannapolis,  on  Sunday, 
Sept.  10,  with  Rev.  Aubert  Smith  of  Pilot 
Mountain,  a  former  pastor,  preaching. 


Rev.  Tommy  Tyson  of  Goldsboro  will 
be  guest  evangelist  at  Rosemary  UM 
Church,  Roanoke  Rapids,  Sept.  10-13. 


Westford  UM  Church,  Concord,  will 
observe  homecoming  on  Sunday,  Sept.  17. 
Dr.  Brown  McAlister,  a  Cabarrus  County 
educator,  will  be  the  speaker. 

*  *  * 

"The  New  Wineskins,"  a  youth  singing 
group  at  Mount  Pleasant  UM  Church  in 
Greensboro  presented  Rev.  and  Mrs.  Her- 
bert Penry  with  the  funds  to  take  a  trip  to 
the  Holy  Land.  The  money  was  raised  by 
the  youth  in  a  "Mission  Impossible  Fund" 
drive  and  was  a  surprise  gift  to  their  pastor 
and  his  wife.  Rev.  Bob  Kerr,  associate  pas- 
tor and  director  of  the  Wineskins,  made  the 
presentation. 

*  *  * 
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UNHEEDED  REHEARSAL  

Luke  15:  11-24 
by  Douglas  H.  Pruden 

Remember  when  you  were  young  and  did  something  you  knew  you  should  not  have 
done,  how  you  would  practice  your  excuses  even  before  you  had  need  of  them.  As  you 
matured  you  probably  retained  this  trait.  When  things  went  badly  or  you  got  caught  in  an 
ill  deed,  or  any  of  the  things  that  might  have  been  done  differently,  you  probably  became 
quite  proficient  in  talking  your  way  out  of  it,  probably  even  practicing  what  would  sound 
best. 

So  it  was  with  the  one  we  know  as  the  Prodigal  Son.  Having  asked  for  his  part  of  the 
inheritance  that  would  one  day  be  his,  he  set  off  for  a  life  of  "doing  his  own  thing". 
Sadly  he  soon  found  that  squandered  wealth  doesn't  "make  the  scene"  very  long.  With  no 
'bread"  to  eat  or  spend,  he  hired  out  as  a  pig  feeder  and  was  so  hungry  he  could  have  eaten 
the  pig  feed  -  BUT  he  "came  to  himself. 

"What  am  I  doing  here?  I  could  be  home  doing  much  better.  I'll  go"  .  .  .  and  he  began 
to  rehearse  what  he  would  say.  "Father,  I  have  sinned  against  heaven  and  before  youi 
I  am  no  longer  worthy  to  be  called  your  son;  treat  me  as  one  of  your  hired  servants.' 
Having  finished  his  rehearsal,  he  started  home,  but  his  father  saw  him  coming  and  ran  tc 
meet  him.  Immediately  he  started  his  practiced  speech,  but  his  dad  did  not  allow  him  tc 
finish.  The  son  did  acknowledge  his  wrong,  but  never  got  to  finish,  for  the  dead  son  wa: 
alive  and  the  lost  son  had  been  found. 

...  So  with  God  and  our  rehearsed  excuses.  All  He  wants  to  know  is  that  we  are  sorr 
for  our  sin  and  his  forgiveness  is  awaiting  for  us. 

Much  of  the  time  we  rationalize  our  wrongs  with  excuses  pretending  them  to  b 
reasons  when  in  reality  the  fault  lies  only  in  ourselves.  We  need  "to  come  to  ourselves' 
and  return  from  whence  we  came  —  God,  who  is  waiting  to  give  us  another  chance. 

The  Rev.  Mr.  Pruden  is  on  the  staff  of  the  N.C.  Christian  Advocate 
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PROCLAMATION 

Whereas,  the  greatness  of  a  people  is  derived  in  part  from  the  many  strands 

of  religious  heritage,  and 
Whereas,  one  of  these  contributing  religious  influences  is  the  Methodist 

group,  and 

Whereas,  all  Methodist  bodies  were  originated  and  disseminated  by  John 

Wesley  in  England  and  his  followers  in  America,  and 
Whereas,  Joseph  Pilmore  was  the  first  ordained  clergyman  assigned  to 

America  by  John  Wesley,  and^^ — ~ 
Whereas,  the  said  Joseph  Pilmore  came  to  North  Carolina  at  Currituck 

Courthouse  on  September  28,  1772  to  preach  the  first  Methodist 

sermon  in  North  Carolina  and  thereby  marked  the  beginnings  of 

Methodism  in  North  Carolina,  then  therefore  let  it  be 
Resolved,  that  the  week  of  September  24,  1972  be  proclaimed  as 

Methodist  Heritage  Week  among  the  half  a  million  Methodists  in  North 

Carolina; 

That  such  recognition  be  given  by  the  press  and  the  North  Carolina 
Christian  Advocate  ',jJA  V*23 

That  pastors  note  the  bicentennial  in  their  church  bulletins  and 
announcements  on  September  24; 

That  a  celebration  be  held  at  the  historic  site  at  Currituck  Courthouse  in 
Currituck  County  on  September  28; 

That  Methodist  people  across  the  state  observe  this  date  as  the  origin  of 
Methodism  in  North  Carolina  and  recognize  the  innumerable  benefits 
that  have  come  to  them  through  its  inception,  growth,  development, 
and  firm  establishment  in  the  United  Methodist  Church  and  the  several 
Methodist  bodies  that  were  also  a  part  of  this  group  when  it  began. 

Furthermore,  let  it  be  resolved  that  we,  Dr.  Earl  G.  Hunt,  Jr.  of  the 
Western  North  Carolina  Conference  and  Dr.  Robert  M.  Blackburn  of 
the  North  Carolina  Conference,  Bishops  of  the  United  Methodist 
Church,  Southerstern  Jurisdiction,  do  hereby  make  this  proclamation 
along  with  the  Commission  on  Archives  and  History  of  both  of  the 
above  Conferences. 


Bishop  Earl  G.  Hunt,  Jr. 


Bishop  Robert  M.  Blackburn 


5 


WHERE  IT  IS 
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Ecumenical 
Cooperation 

In 

Action 

St.  Andrews  Episcopal  Church,  on 
Wrightsville  Sound  near  Wilmington,  has 
offered  the  use  of  its  church  school  facil- 
ities to  nearby  St.  Therese  Catholic  Church 
while  the  latter  is  building  its  new  church 
school  facilities. 

Jarvis  Memorial  and  Holy  Trinity 
United  Methodist  Churches  in  Greenville 
led  the  way  in  organizing  and  conducting 
an  interfaith  Daily  Vacation  Bible  School 
this  summer. 

The  Brunswick  Subdistrict  UMYF  in 
the  Wilmington  District  has  Methodist, 
Baptist  and  Presbyterian  officers  in  its  or- 
ganization again  this  year.  The  UMYF  in 
this  area  serves  not  only  its  own  churches, 
but  the  small  rural  churches  of  other  de- 
nominations, in  providing  a  Christian 
youth  program. 
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Calendar  of  Coming  Events 

MEETINGS  OF  WIDER  IN  I  I  RI  S  I 


yJL  l. 

J  -t 

Organizations!  Mtg.,  Board  ot  F.ducation,  Nashville,  Tenn. 

Uct. 

1  ^ 

j- j 

(  ommission  on  Archives  and  History  Annual  Mtg..  Nashville,  lenn. 

Uct. 

y-l  I 

SEJ  Annual  Conference  Statt  Training,  Lake  Junaluska 

Oct. 

23-/4 

SEJ  Jurisdictional  Council,  Lake  Junaluska 

Oct. 

24-25 

General  Board  of  Publication,  Nashville,  Tenn. 

Oct. 

24-26 

Commission  on  Religion  in  Appalachia,  Lake  Junaluska 

Oct. 

25-Nov.3 

Annual  Mtg.,  Board  of  Missions.  Atlantic  City,  N.J. 

Oct. 

30-Nov.2 

(Ire?  'ini7'itif\n*il  IV 1  1 0      Y^e\'\  r  fi  m  t  1*      niTplK  tti 
\J  l  £;cll  1 1/.u  1 1  Ul  1  til  IMlj;.,   DUulU  K)i    L ..  V  J  I         1 1 M  1 1 

Nov. 

7-11 

National  Conf.  of  Christian  Educators  Fellowship,  Boston,  Mass. 

Nov. 

13-16 

Fellowship  ot  I  own  and  Country  Workers 

Hinton  Rural  hie  Center,  Hayesvule,  N.C. 

Nov. 

z9-Dec.  1 

Fellowship  of  Conference  Missionary  Secretaries.  Atlanta.  Ga. 

NORTH  CAROLINA  CONFERENCE 

Sept. 

2  2 

rWlc  I£i  1 1  LMSU1LI  ^  IlllUIl  II  S  V  U I  I  11  111  U 1 1 1   VvUIKSIlUp,  I  alllllOIll,  y-\  —  IlOOll 

oept. 

Zj 

Raleigh  District  Council  ot  Ministries,  Methodist  Bldg.,  4  p.m. 

oep  I. 

z  j 

txaieign  uisinci  iviinisiers  ivng.,  nayes  Danon  cnurcn,  /. ju  p.m. 

oept. 

District  Training  Meetings  tor  all  local  church  Key  73  Leaders 

ZO 

ran  iviig.,  Dujiu  ui  v.  ii urc ii  aim  ooeiciv,  ivie  muuisi  Diug. ,  i  u  a.m. 

27 

vuiiiciciiLt  lmvisiuii  ui  cuuediiun,  ivie  uiuuis  i  diuk.,  iu.  ju  a.m. 

Sept. 

28 

Conference  Division  of  Missions,  Methodist  Bldg.,  9:30  a.m. 

Sept. 

28 

Bicentennial  of  Methodism  in  North  Carolina 

Currituck  Courthouse,  10:30  a.m. 

Oct. 

1 

Raleigh  District  Training  Session.  Work  Area  Chairmen 

Warrenton:  Wesley  Memorial,  2:30  p.m. 

Oct. 

2 

Commission  on  Enlistment  for  Church  Occupations.  Methodist  Bldg.,  10  a.m 

Oct. 

4 

Annual  Board  Mtg..  High  Point  College.  12:30  p.m. 

Oct. 

6 

Planning  Session  Bishop's  Confirmation  Meeting  with  Youth 

Raleigh,  Fairmont.  10  a.m. 


WESTERN  NORTH  C  AROLINA  CONFERENCE 


Sept. 

24 

Thomasville  District  Workshop,  Fairmont,  9-1  2  noon        .  2:30  p.m. 

Sept. 

24 

Marion  District  Missions  Coaching  Conf.,  First,  Morganton,  3:30  p.m. 

Sept. 

25 

Rockingham  County  Area  Ministers'  Mtg.,  Chapel  Hill  Church,  10  a.m. 

Sept. 

25 

Gastonia  District  Council  on  Ministries,  Bliss  Center.  7:30  p.m. 

Sept. 

25-27 

Church  in  Mission  Conference.  Camp  Carrollwood 

Sept. 

26 

Surry-Stokes  Area  Ministers'  Mtg..  Pilot  Mtn..  10  a.m. 

Sept. 

26 

Joint  District  Mission  Rally.  Central  Terrace,  Winston-Salem,  7:30p.m. 

Sept. 

27-29 

Cabinet-Staff  Retreat,  Lake  Junaluska 

Sept. 

28 

Denton  Ministers'  and  Wives  Mtg.,  Eldorado  Church.  6:30  p.m. 

Sept. 

29 

Board  of  Health  &  Welfare  Ministries.  Wesley  Nursing  Outer.  Charlotte.  10:30  a.m 

Oct. 

1 

Gastonia  District  Coaching  Conf..  First  Church.  Gastonia.  2:30  p.m. 

Oct. 

1-5 

Charlotte  District  Adult  and  Children's  Lab  School,  Memorial,  Charlotte 

Oct. 

2 

N.  Wilkesboro  District  Ministers'  and  Wives  Mtg..  First  Church 

N.  Wilkesboro.  10:30  a.m. 

Oct. 

2 

Clinic  In  Preaching.  Institute  for  Homiletieal  Studies. Abernethy  Memorial 

Asheville.  1 0  a.m. 

Oct. 

2 

Charlotte  District  Ministers'  Mtg..  Hawthorne  Lane.  1  1  a.m. 

Oct. 

4 

Gastonia  District  Ministers'  Mtg..  10:30  a.m. 
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NC  Conference  WSCS 
Meets  Next  Month 


Warren  and  Mary  Ebinger 


The  fifth  annual  meeting  of  the 
Women's  Society  of  Christian  Service  will 
be  held  at  Hayes  Barton  United  Methodist 
Church  in  Raleigh  on  October  10  and  11. 
Mrs.  Donald  K.  Fry,  conference  president, 
and  a  member  of  Hayes  Barton  United 
Methodist  Church,  will  preside.  All  sessions 
will  emphasize  the  theme  "We  Affirm  ..." 

The  opening  session  will  begin  at  10 
o'clock  a.m.  on  Tuesday.  The  closing  ses- 
sion will  be  Wednesday  afternoon  when 
Warren  and  Mary  Ebinger  will 
"Afirm  .  .  .  our  hope  in  our  Church." 

On  Tuesday  morning  Bishop  Robert  M. 
Blackburn,  newly  appointed  resident 
bishop  for  the  Raleigh  Area,  will  bring  a 
special  message  to  Women's  Society  mem- 
bers. 

Rev.  Clyde  McCarver,  pastor  of  Hayes 
Barton  Church,  will  lead  the  service  of 
Holy  Communion  on  Tuesday  night. 
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Dr.  Charles  Ratliff,  Jr. 

Outstanding  speakers  from  many  parts 
of  the  nation  will  participate  in  the  two- 
day  program.  These  include  Dr.  Charles 
Ratliff,  whose  address  on  Tuesday  after- 
noon will  be  "Reaching  Out  in  Love."  Dr. 
Ratliff  is  on  the  faculty  of  Davidson  Col- 
lege and  has  served  as  Professor  of  Eco- 
nomics at  Forman  Christian  College,  La- 
hore, Pakistan.  He  is  an  author  and  con- 
tributor to  journals  published  in  Pakistan 
and  in  the  United  States. 

On  Tuesday  evening  Wesley  an  Service 
Guild  members  will  have  an  opportunity  to 
discuss  questions  concerning  the  new 
women's  organization  with  Mrs.  H*  Olin 
Troy  when  she  will  be  "Gabbing  with 
Guilders."  Mrs.  Troy  is  the  daughter  of  a 
missionary  couple  who  served  the  Meth- 
odist Church  in  China.  She  came  to  the 
United  States  at  the  age  of  eighteen  and 
attended  Randolph  Macon  College  and 
East  Tennessee  State  University.  She  mar- 
ried H.  Olin  Troy  and  served  with  him  in 
pastorates  in  Virginia  and  Tennessee.  She 
has  been  active  in  local,  conference  and 


division  work  of  the  Women's  Society  of 
Christian  Service,  and  now  lives  in  Chat- 
tanooga, Tennessee,  since  Dr.  Troy's  re- 
tirement in  1971. 

Warren  and  Mary  Ebinger,  of  Rockville, 
Maryland,  have  developed  a  unique  series 
of  illustrated  talks,  some  of  which  will  be 
presented  at  various  times  during  the  two 
day  session.  He  is  a  minister  of  the  United 
Methodist  Church  and  currently  presents  a 
weekly  radio  program  in  Washington.  Both 
have  a  wide  background  of  education  and 
experience  working  with  persons  in  dif- 
ferent areas  of  the  nation  and  the  world. 

Mrs.  W.  J.  Brogdon. 
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EDITORIALS 

World  Communion 
Sunday  — 
October  1,  1972 

GUEST  EDITORIAL 
by  Rev.  Reginald  W.  Ponder 

The  World  Communion  Sunday  obser- 
vance is  one  of  the  great  annual  celebra- 
tions of  the  Church.  It  is  a  day  when 
Christians  in  every  land  come  in  unison  to 
the  Table  of  our  Lord  to  receive  the 
sacrament  of  his  grace  and  to  offer  their 
lives  anew  to  Him.  It  is  a  celebration  of 
renewal  and  rededication.  As  a  part  of  this 
experience  United  Methodists  traditionally 
have  been  called  upon  to  bring  gifts  to  the 
chancel  to  express  our  gratitude  to  God 
who  so  loved  us  that  He  gave  His  Son. 

The  World  Communion  Offering  this 
year  and  throughout  the  1972-1976 
quadrennium  will  support  the  Crusade 
Scholarships,  the  Scholarship  Fund  for 
Minority  Groups  and  the  Commission  on 
Chaplains  and  Related  Ministries.  One-half 
of  the  offering  will  support  the  Crusade 
Scholarship  Program  for  qualified  Christian 
students  from  other  nations.  Twenty-five 
percent  of  the  offering  will  support  the 
new  Scholarship  Fund  for  Minority  Groups 
which  will  assist  students  of  the  four  ethnic 
minorities  in  the  United  Methodist  Church 
(See  excellent  article  N.  C.  Christian 
Advocate,  September  7,  1972,  p.  27).  The 
other  one-fourth  of  the  World  Communion 
Offering  will  go  to  underwrite  the  work  of 
the  Commission  on  Chaplains  and  Related 
Ministries.  This  Commission  coordinates 
the  work  of  the  United  Methodist  Chap- 
lains in  military  and  civilian  ministries. 

Although  the  information  packets  of 
World   Communion    Day   were   late  in 

Mr.  Ponder  is  pastor  of  the  Steele  Street  United 
Methodist  Church  of  Sanford,  N.  C.  He  is 
Chairman  of  the  North  Carolina  Conference 
Committee  on  Interpretation. 


coming  to  the  ministers  from  the  Division 
of  Interpretation,  each  minister  and  local 
church  is  urged  to  celebrate  this  most 
significant  experience  of  Christian  Worship. 

Expanded  Service 
To  Our  Readers 

Advocate  readers  are  aware  of  the  fact 
that  one  of  our  issues  each  month  goes  as  a 
separate  edition  to  each  of  our  two  annual 
conferences.  This  is  the  issue  which 
contains  the  eight-page  Conference  Pro- 
gram Supplement.  Subscribers  in  each 
conference "  receive  that  edition  which 
carries  material  about  its  own  conference 
program.  . 

We  are  now  proposing  to  expand  this 
practice  by  publishing  a  special  edition  for 
our  first  issue  in  each  month.  That  is,  up  to 
eight  pages  of  this  particular  issue  will 
carry  feature  stories,  news  items  and  other 
material  which  would  not  be  of  particular 
interest  to  the  other  conference. 

By  this  arrangement  subscribers  in  each 
conference  would  receive  more  material 
related  to  its  own  churches  and  people. 
Some  additional  cost  will  be  involved, 
which  the  Advocate  will  absorb  on  the 
basis  of  its  present  subscription  rates. 

One  important  feature  of  this  separate 
edition  for  each  conference  will  be  a 
"Bishop's  Page"  to  be  written  respectively 
by  Bishop  Blackburn  for  the  North 
Carolina  Conference  edition  and  by  Bishop 
Hunt  for  the  Western  North  Carolina 
Conference  edition.  Other  materials  will 
include  feature  articles  about  important 
work  going  on  in  the  conference  and  more 
news  of  local  church  happenings. 

What  we  carry  in  these  pages  will  depend 
partly  on  what  is  submitted  by  church 
officials  and  administrators;  district  super- 
intendents, pastors  and  lay  persons.  If 
there  are  important  events  taking  place  in 
your  church  or  in  your  district,  we  hope 
that  you  will  send  the  information  in  to 
the  Advocate.  If  you  know  of  a  program  or 
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activity  which  should  be  more  widely 
publicized  write  it  up  or  inform  us  about 
it. 

We  receive  many  church  bulletins  and 
newsletters.  If  we  are  not  receiving  the  one 
from  your  church  we  would  like  very  much 
to  be  placed  on  your  mailing  list. 

After  all,  North  Carolina  is  our  special 
"beat."  While  we  will  continue  to  give  full 
coverage  of  general  church  news,  and  carry 
all  features  as  previously,  we  hope  by  this 
new  proposal  to  tell  the  story  of  United 
Methodism  in  North  Carolina  a  little  more 
fully  and  effectively. 

This  new  plan  will  go  into  effect  with 

our  next  issue,  due  for  publication  October 
5 

Key  73 
Highlighted  In 
Statewide  Rally 

Key  73  got  an  additional  boost  as  more 
than  1,000  persons  from  over  the  state 
came  together  at  Greensboro  on  Sept.  11. 
The  Rev.  Dr.  T.  A.  Raedeke  of  St.  Louis, 
who  heads  up  the  entire  Key  73  enterprise 
was  on  hand  to  address  various  sized 
groups  including  a  mass  rally  in  the  evening 
at  West  Market  Street  Church  which  drew 
well  over  a  thousand  persons. 

The  rally  was  planned  and  carried  out 
under  the  auspices  of  the  North  Carolina 
Council  of  Churches.  A  Task  Force  on 
State-wide  Strategy  for  Key  73  has  been 
set  up  to  instrument  the  ecumenical  phases 
of  the  program.  Its  Steering  Committee, 
which  handled  the  closeup  details  include 
the  following:  Clyde  Fields  (United  Church 
of  Christ),  Charles  E.  Dietze  (Disciples), 
Charles  Edwards  (Southern  Baptist),  Edgar 
H.  Nease,  Jr.  (United  Methodist),  Ernest  L. 
Misenheimer      (Lutheran      Church  in 


Shown  above  are  key  figures  in  the  Greensboro 
Rally:  (I.  to  r.)  Dr.  Samuel  S.  Wiley;  Dr.  T.A. 
Raedeke;  Dr.  Ernest  L.  Misenheimer;  and  Dr. 
Edgar  H.  Nease,  Jr. 

America),  Captain  Ray  Grider  (Salvation 
Army),  William  H.  McElveen  (Moravian),  J. 
Murphy  Smith  (Presbyterian,  U.  S.),  and 
Samuel  S.  Wiley  (N.  C.  Council  of 
Churches  staff).  Dr.  Misenheimer  was 
chairman  of  the  Steering  Committee.  Dr. 
Edgar  H.  Nease,  Jr.  has  been  designated  to 
represent  the  United  Methodist  Church  in 
the  ecumenical  aspects  of  planning  for  Key 
73. 

The  day-long  meeting  in  Greensboro 
began  with  a  planning  session  for  the  Key 
73  Task  Force  of  the  N.  C.  Council  of 
Churches  at  St.  Matthew's  United  Meth- 
odist Church,  beginning  at  10  a.m.  In  the 
afternoon  pastors  and  other  local  church 
Key  73  leaders  from  all  over  the  state,  met 
at  First  Presbyterian  Church.  The  film 
"There's  a  New  Wind  Blowing"  was  shown, 
and  Dr.  Raedeke  spoke  on  "Overview  of 
Key  73."  Then  the  more  than  500  persons 
present  broke  up  into  20  discussion  groups. 
Dr.  Radedeke  brought  an  inspirational 
message  at  the  evening  rally  held  at  West 
Market  Street  United  Methodist  Church. 
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Bishop  Blackburn  Begins 
NC  Ministry  at  Hatteras 


! 

b 

Left  to  Right:  Bishop  Blackburn,  George  M.  Marsh,  Jr.,  pastor,  B.R.  McKensie,  superintendent. 


Bishop  Robert  M.  Blackburn,  new- 
ly assigned  to  the  North  Carolina  Confer- 
ence, began  his  episcopal  duties  by  preach- 
ing at  the  Hatteras  United  Methodist 
Church  on  Sunday,  August  27.  Bishop 
Blackburn  spoke  to  a  most  appreciative 
congregation  using  as  his  text:  Romans 
8:28-"We  know  that  in  everything  God 
works  good  with  those  who  love  him,  who 
are  called  according  to  his  purpose."  Mrs. 
Blackburn  and  their  daughter  Frances, 
Along  with  the  Rev.  B.  R.  McKenzie, 
superintendent  of  the  Elizabeth  City  Dis- 
trict and  his  family,  accompanied  the 
bishop  to  Hatteras.  Following  the  morning 
service,  a  covered  dish  dinner  was  enjoyed 
by  the  large  number  in  attendance. 

The  earliest  Hatteras  Church  Records 
show  that  in  1851,  the  Reverend  W.  W. 
Pridgen  was  pastor.  The  assignment  of  pas- 
tors has  been  continuous  since  then. 


A  book  entitled  The  Long  Roll  written 
by  a  Civil  War  soldier  while  serving  in  the 
Union  Army,  tells  of  the  Methodist  Church 
located  on  the,  beach  and  shows  a  sketch  of 
the  church.  This  "meeting  house"  was  used 
until  1877  when  land  was  given  for  a  new 
building.  The  new  church  was  constructed 
in  1896  and  remained  in  use  until  1899 
when  it  was  damaged  by  a  hurricane. 

New  buildings  were  erected  in  1900, 
1908,  and  1955.  Today,  the  Hatteras 
church  is  a  thriving  congregation  of  265 
members;  having  added  thirty-one  new 
members  by  Confession  of  Faith  during  the 
last  conference  year.  George  M.  Marsh,  Jr. 
is  pastor  of  the  Hatteras  Church  as  well  as 
the  other  two  churches  on  the  charge,  Bux- 
ton and  Little  Grove  at  Frisco. 

The  people  of  Hatteras  indicated  great 
pride  in  having  their  bishop  make  his  first 
visit  in  their  church. 
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NEW  PARSONAGE 

The  new  parsonage  of  West  Bend  UM  Church, 
Asheboro,  has  recently  been  completed  at  a  cost 
of  $60,000.  Two-story  and  of  Georgian  design, 
the  house  is  centrally  air-conditioned,  has  electric 
heat  and  is  carpeted  throughout. 


MISSION  SOCIETY  GRANT 

The  District  Mission  Society  of  the  Greensboro 
District  presented  a  $3,000  check  to  Bethany  UM 
Church  on  the  Midway  Charge.  Taking  part  in  the 
presentation  Aug.  27  were,  left  to  right,  Curtis 
Apple,  church  treasurer;  Rev.  H.  Gwyn  Clayton, 
pastor;  Harvey  J.  Smith  district  lay  leader;  J.  D. 
Baynes,  building  fund  treasurer,  Eugene  Larry- 
more,  Administrative  Board  chairman,  and 
Thomas  Lester,  Finance  Committee  chairman. 


THE  VERNON  COMPANY 

PEWS  -  CARPETS 
OFFICE  &  CLASSROOM  FURNITURE 
P.  O.  Box  5484     High  Point,  N.  C.  27262 
Phone  (919)  885-4615 


GROUNDBREAKING  HELD 

First  UM  Church,  Cherryville,  had  a  ground- 
breaking service  Sept.  3  for  a  completely  new 
church  facility  which  will  include  a  sanctuary, 
fellowship  hall  and  kitchen,  administrative  of- 
fices, a  parlor-library ,  music  and  educational 
space.  Total  costs,  including  the  13-acre  site,  will 
be  $717,000.  Those  leading  in  the  ceremony 
were  Rev.  Glenn  McCulley,  pastor,  Miss  Lori 
Mitchell;  Miss  Suzanne  Gaskins,  UMYF president; 
Dr.  Charles  D.  White,  district  superintendent;  C. 
G.  Beam,  Building  Council  chairman;  Mrs.  R. 
Hoyle  Smith,  UM  Women  president;  J.  L.  Beam, 
Jr.,  architect;  Henry  Allran,  and  Rev.  Jack  H. 
Cooke,  a  former  pastor. 


m 

SANCTUAR  Y  COMPLETED 

Blair  Road  UM  Church,  Charlotte,  celebrated 
completion  of  its  new  sanctuary  on  Sunday,  July 
30.  The  total  cost  of  building  and  furnishings  is 
approximately  $147,000.  Bishop  Earl  G.  Hunt 
preached  at  the  consecration  service  and  laid  the 
cornerstone  for  the  new  sanctuary,  assisted  by 
Dr.  Cecil  L.  Heckard,  district  superintendent. 
Rev.  HE.  Blackmon  is  in  his  fifth  year  as  pastor 
of  Blair  Road,  which  was  organized  in  1959  and 
now  numbers  216  members. 
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METHODIST  NEWS  ROIDUP 


COKESBURY  APPOINTS  WOMEN 

Miss  Judith  Ann  Hensley,  Dallas,  Tex., 
has  been  named  manager  of  the  new  Caril- 
lon Plaza  Cokesbury  bookstore  in  north 
Dallas.  She  is  the  third  woman  to  be  so 
appointed  by  Cokesbury.  The  other  two 
are  Miss  Christine  Huffman  of  the  Rich- 
mond, Va.  store,  and  Miss  Eleanor  Bovard, 
who  has  managed  the  Cincinnati,  Ohio 
store  since  last  year. 

A  former  executive  for  Westminster 
stores,  Erwin  D.  Conley,  has  been  placed  in 
charge  of  a  new  Cokesbury  store  in  Phil- 
adelphia. (The  system  of  Westminster  out- 
let stores,  have  been  merged  with  Cokes- 
bury outlets.) 

*  *  * 

FIFTEEN  RECEIVE 
CHURCH  MUSIC  CERTIFICATES 

NASHVILLE,  Tenn.(UMI)  -  Fifteen 
United  Methodist  musicians,  representing 
1 1  annual  conferences,  have  completed  the 
first  series  of  courses  at  four  summer  music 
schools  qualifying  them  for  certification  as 
"associates  in  church  music.'1 

The  schools,  held  at  Wesley  Theological 
Seminary,  Washington,  D.C.  and  Perkins 
School  of  Theology,  Dallas,  Tex.,  are  held 
to  give  training  to  those  who  have  been  on 
the  job  in  local  churches  but  who  do  not 
have  the  academic  background  required  for 
certification. 

The  schools  include  courses  in  Bible, 
mission  of  the  church,  worship,  and 
hymnology.  Opportunities  are  also  pro- 
vided for  help  in  choral  conducting, 
methods,  music  theory,  and  applied  music 
in  the  particular  field  of  interest  to  the 
participants.  None  from  North  Carolina 
were  included  among  those  receiving  certi- 
fication. 

*  *  * 

INVESTMENT  RESPONSIBILITY 
GROUP  FORMED 

NEW  YORK  (UMI)  -  A  heretofore  ad 


hoc  coalition  of  church  leaders  concerned 
about  corporate  social  responsibility  es- 
pecially as  related  to  investments  has  de- 
cided to  go  into  operation  full-time,  and 
has  elected  new  officers  and  a  staff  ex- 
ecutive. 

The  Interfaith  Committee  on  Social 
Responsibility  in  Investments  grows  out  of 
former  temporary  committees  and  panels 
related  to  church  investments  and  social 
issues.  Chairwoman  of  the  group  is  Flor- 
ence Little,  New  York,  treasurer  of  the 
United  Methodist  Board  of  Missions' 
Women's  Division,  and  an  early  advocate  of 
the  use  of  church  resources  to  press  cor- 
porations '  on  social  responsibility  issues. 
Timothy  Smith,  New  York,  formerly  on 
the  staff  of  the  United  Church  of  Christ 
Council  for  Christian  Social  Action,  is  full- 
time  executive  secretary. 

*  *  * 

PASTORS  GET  TASTE  OF  POVERTY 

VALLEY  CITY,  N.  D.(UMI)  -  United 
Methodist  ministers  attending  the  annual 
Pastors'  School  at  Wesley  Acres  near  Valley 
City  got  a  taste  of  poverty  one  noon. 

Six  per  cent  of  the  ministers  who 
showed  up  for  the  noon  lunch  in  the  camp 
dining  room  got  full  course  meals  of  meat, 
potatoes,  vegtables,  dessert  and  relishes. 
But  20  per  cent  had  to  settle  for  soup  and 
bread,  and  70  per  cent  got  only  bread.  The 
remaining  four  per  cent  got  nothing  except 
what  their  more  fortunate  friends  were 
willing  to  share. 

The  lunch,  which  all  ministers  had  paid 
for,  was  designed  to  acquaint  the  ministers 
with  poverty  in  a  world  where  six  per  cent 
of  the  population  eats  well,  20  per  cent  has 
some,  70  per  cent  just  get  by,  and  four  per 
cent  get  nothing. 

*  *  * 

DOCTORS  SEEKS  TO  BUILD  BRIDGES 

NEW  YORK  (UMI)  -  A  doctor  who  is 
medical  director  for  the  autonomous  Meth- 
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odist  Church  in  Hong  Kong  hopes  to  build 
bridges  between  China  and  the  West 
through  medical  research. 

Dr.  Lik-Kiu  Ding,  a  Methodist  layman 
who  formerly  directed  Methodism's  prin- 
cipal hospital  in  Sarawak,  Malaysia,  heads  a 
committee  of  Chinese  and  Western  med- 
icine practitioners  looking  for  funding  and 
a  site  in  Hong  Kong  for  a  multi-million- 
dollar  research  center.  He  sees  the  center  as 
a  place  to  help  determine  relative  merits 
and  demerits  of  Western  and  Chinese  med- 
icine. In  the  latter,  among  other  things,  he 
includes  bone-setting,  treatment  with  herbs 
and  the  much-publicized  practice  of  acu- 
puncture, the  insertion  of  needles  into  the 
body  to  produce  anesthesia  and  treat  ills. 

*  *  * 

EDUCATION  WORKERS 
COMPLETE  TRAINING 

NASHVILLE,  Tenn.  (UMI)  -  A  group 
of  20  persons  from  16  annual  conferences 
have  completed  their  fourth  and  final 
summer  seminar  qualifying  them  to  be- 
come certified  as  Associates  in  Christian 
Education  in  the  United  Methodist  Church. 

They  become  the  fourth  class  to  com- 
plete the  special  academic  courses  of  study. 
A  total  of  135  persons  participated  in  1972 
summer  seminars  at  Perkins  School  of 
Theology,  Southern  Methodist  University, 
Dallas,  Texas;  Scarritt  College  for  Christian 
Workers,  Nashville,  Tenn.;  the  School  of 
Theology  at  Claremont,  Calif.;  and  Wesley 
Theological  Seminary,  Washington,  D.  C. 

*  *  * 

STUDENT  WORK  IN  KOREA  TOLD 

NEW  YORK  *UMI)  -  For  three  years, 
a  corps  of  Christian  students  in  Korea  has 
sought  to  carry  out  Jesus'  admonition  to 
serve  the  underprivileged,  "the  least  of 
these,"  but  in  such  a  way  as  to  identify 
with  those  they  serve. 

And,  writes  the  Rev.  Gene  E.  Matthews, 
a  United  Methodist  missionary  who  told 
the  students'  story  in  a  letter  to  U.S. 
friends,  the  service  is  often  given  in  the 
face  of  obstacles,  including  "roadblocks 


thrown  in  their  way  by  the  elders."  The 
group  is  called  the  Social  Development 
Service  Corps  and  is  an  arm  of  the  Korea 
Student  Christian  Federation. 

NEWS  CAPSULES 

The  Rev.  George  E.  Morris,  Menomonee 
Falls,  Wise,  has  been  named  director  of  the 
United  Methodist  Board  of  Evangelism's 
Department  of  Preaching  Ministry,  ef- 
fective September  1.  Dr.  Morris  was  on  the 
board  staff  for  six  years  before  going  to  the 
Wisconsin  pastorate  in  1969. 

*  *  * 

The  Rev.  John  Batsel,  librarian  and 
professor  at  United  Methodism's  Garrett 
Theological  Seminary  in  Evanston,  111.,  has 
been  named  vice-president  and  president- 
elect of  the  American  Theological  Library 
Association. 

Prof.  Pieter  de  Jong  has  been  appointed 
acting  dean  of  United  Methodism's  Drew 
Theological  School  in  Madison,  N.  J.,  after 
the  election  of  the  former  dean,  the  Rev. 
James  M.  Ault,  to  the  episcopacy  at  the 
Northeastern  Jurisdictional  Conference. 

*  *  * 

Albright  United  Methodist  Church  in 
Phoenix,  Ariz.,  has  received  a  gift  of 
$1,000  from  St.  Thomas  the  Apostle 
Roman  Catholic  Church  next  door  to  help 
repair  damage  sustained  in  a  fire. 

*  *  * 

Groundbreaking  has  been  held  in  Dallas, 
Texas,  for  a  United  Methodist-sponsored 
project  to  construct  an  apartment  complex 
and  service  center  for  single  parents  and 
their  children. 

*  *  * 


JOIN  US  ON  OUR 
ANNUAL  HOLY  LAND  TOUR 
Departure  Date,  December  27,  1972 
10  Day  Trip  Only  $699.00 
Free  Colorful  Brochures 
REV.  BOB  DENNIS 
515  West  Ridge  Ave. 
Landis,  North  Carolina  28088 
857-5031  Telephone  857-5041 
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Emergency  Appeal 
for  Bennet  College 


The  North  Carolina  Annual  Conference 
in  session  at  Duke  University  on  June  7, 
1972,  approved  a  resolution  providing  for 
an  "Emergency  Appeal  for  Bennett  Col- 
lege, Greensboro,  North  Carolina".  By  this 
action,  each  local  church  is  authorized  to 
take  a  special  offering  for  Bennett  College 
on  Sunday,  November  5,  1972. 

Purpose:  The  purpose  of  tins  offering  is 
to  help  meet  emergency  operational  needs 
due  to  a  lapse  of  time  before  our  twelve 
United  Methodist  Negro  Colleges  will  re- 
ceive funds  under  the  new  plan  for  financ- 
ing these  institutions  adopted  by  the  1972 
General  Conference.  Funds  are  urgently 
needed  both  for  operational  costs  and  for 
student  aid.  Bennett  College  is  the  only 
predominantly  black  United  Methodist  col- 
lege in  North  Carolina. 
A  Message  From  Our  Bishop: 
"In  fulfillment  of  the  resolution  passed  at 
the  1972  Annual  Conference,  we  will  all 
want  to  rally  to  the  cause  of  Bennett  Col- 
lege. This  fine  institution  has  made  a  rich 
contribution  to  the  cultural  and  religious 
life  of  the  Southeast.  I  am  confident  that 


Methodists  of  our  North  Carolina  Annual 
Conference  will  respond  generously  to  this 
urgent  appeal  for  funds  to  assist  in  the 
operation  of  Bennett  College  for  the  cur- 
rent year.  " 

Robert  M.  Blackburn 

Bennett  College  Choir,  Choral  Groups  and 
Speakers  Available  for  Local  Churches: 
Dr.  Isaac  H.  Miller,  Jr.,  president,  is  making 
the  Bennett  College  Choral  Group,  small 
choral  groups,  and  speakers  available  to  ap- 
pear in  local  churches  during  the  month  of 
October  leading  up  to  November  5.  Pastors 
and  local  churches  interested  in  scheduling 
any  of  these  should  contact  Dr.  Miller  as 
soon  as  possible.  Bennett  College  Bro- 
chures are  available  for  use  as  Church  Bul- 
letin inserts  on  Bennett  College  Emergency 
Appeal  Sunday,  November  5.  Order  in 
quantity  needed  immediately  from  Dr. 
Isaac  H.  Miller,  Jr.,  President,  Bennett  Col- 
lege, Greensboro,  North  Carolina  27420. 

C.  P.  Morris 

Associate  Director-Nurture  and  Training 
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Attention  Local  Church 

Evangelism  Leaders! 


The  Division  of  Evangelism,  Board  of 
Discipleship  of  the  North  Carolina  Con- 
ference wants  to  do  everything  possible  to 
help  our  local  churches  participate  in  Key 
73  as  fully  as  they  desire  and  in  whatever 
way  they  would  find  meaningful.  A  Na- 
tional Key  73  Committee,  a  United  Meth- 
odist Advisory  Committee,  The  N.  C. 
Council  of  Churches,  The  N.  C.  Conference 
Division  of  Evangelism  and  Council  on 
Ministries  and  District  Council  on 
Ministries  will  all  be  trying  to  provide  a 
variety  of  resource  materials  and  ideas.  All 
kinds  of  opportunities  for  creative  and  rele- 
vant evangelism  on  an  ecumenical,  co- 
operative, simultaneous  and  separate  basis 
will  be  available. 

Local  churches  may  begin  to  plan  and 
participate  in  several  ways. 
Here  are  some  suggestions: 
*Watch  for  evidence  of  Key  73  and  opport- 
unities for  involvement. 
*  Appoint  a  Key  73  committee  to  begin  set- 
ting objectives  and  planning  for  particip- 


ation. 

^Schedule  studies  during  a  period  of 
preparation  prior  to  1973.  (The  book, 
Bridges  to  the  World,  could  be  used.  Order 
from  Tidings) 

*Consider  various  models  for  local  church 
involvement  -  maybe  a  different  model  for 
each  of  six-phases  of  Key  73. 
*Evaluate  current  evangelistic  effective- 
ness. 

*Plan  with  other  denominations  some  com- 
munity-wide events.  Take  the  initiative  to 
form  cooperative  clusters. 
*Make  full  use  of  local  press,  radio  and 
television  opportunities. 

SEPTEMBER  25-28  WILL  BE  A  RED 
LETTER  WEEK  FOR  KEY  73  AS  WE 
SHARE  IN  DISTRICT  MEETINGS  specific 
ways  we  can  use  the  resources  of  Key  73  to 
develop  our  local  evangelism  efforts  for 
1973.  MAKE  PLANS  TO  ATTEND, 
ALONG  WITH  YOUR  LOCAL  KEY  73 
COMMITTEE,  THE  FOLLOWING 
DISTRICT  MEETINGS  AS  SCHEDULED: 

Location 


District 


September  25 

Sanford 

Carthage 

7:30-9:30  p.m. 

Fayetteville 

Wesley  Heights 

Rockingham 

First  Church,  Laurinburg 

September  26 

Goldsboro 

First  Church,  Mt.  Olive 

7:30-9:30  p.m. 

New  Bern 

Trinity,  New  Bern 

Wilmington 

Grace,  Wilmington 

September  27 

Durham 

Duke  Memorial 

7:30-9:30  p.m. 

Raleigh 

Highland 

September  28 

Rocky  Mount 

Englewood 

7:30-9:30  p.m. 

Elizabeth  City 

First  Church,  Eliz.  City 

Greenville 

Jarvis  Memorial 

October  4 

Burlington 

Front  Street 

7:30-9:30  p.m. 

Some  basic  purposes  for  these  meetings  will  be: 

1)  To  give  local  church  evangelism  leadership  an  "Overview  of  Key  73." 

2)  Introduce  some  Key  73  resources. 

3)  Suggest  some  programs  and  ways  of  involvement  in  Key  73. 
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THE  ORGANIZATIONAL  STURCTURE  OF  THE 
DIVISION  OF  EVANGELISM,  N.C.  CONFERENCE, 


Officers:  Reverend  M.  Dewey  Tyson,  Chairman 

Reverend  Jack  L.  Hunter,  Vice-Chairman 
Reverend  Harold  Leatherman,  Secretary 
Reverend  Ernest  Porter,  Conf.  Staff  Representative 
Dr.  Joyce  V.  Early,  Cabinet 


District  Chairmen: 
Burlington 

Reverend  Wayne  G.  Wegwart 

804  N.  Graham-Hopedale  Road 

Burlington,  North  Carolina  27215 
Durham 

Reverend  Billy  M.  Carden 

2524  Banner  Street 

Durham,  N.  C.  27704 
Elizabeth  City 

Mrs.  Royce  L.  Rhodes 

Route  1 

Columbia,  N.C.  27925 
Fayetteville 

Reverend  W.  E.  Eason 

301  Sherman  Drive 

Fayetteville,  N.  C.  28301 
Goldsboro 

Reverend  George  Tyson 

P.  O.  Box  477 

Selma,  N.  C.  27576 
Greenville 

Reverend  Harold  F.  Leatherman 

1206  Woodberry  Road 

Kinston,N.  C.  28501 


New  Bern 

Reverend  E.  J.  Bedsworth 

2315  Elizabeth  Avenue 

New  Bern,  N.  C.  28560 
Raleigh 

Reverend  J.  L.  Hunter 

2308  Airline  Drive 

Raleigh,  N.  C.  27607 
Rockingham 

Reverend  K.  B.  Sexton 

Box  627 

Hamlet,  N.  C.  28345 
Rocky  Mount 
Reverend  M.  Dewey  Tyson 
P.  O.  Box  277 

Roanoke  Rapids,  N.  C.  27870 
Sanford 

Reverend  W.  C.  Feltman 

P.  O.  Box  395 

Robbins,  N.  C.  27325 
Wilmington 

Reverend  George  W.  Ports,  Jr. 

9  Colonial  Drive 

Wilmington,  N.  C.  28401 


Youth  Ministry 

(F.  Belton  Joyner,  Jr.) 

CONFERENCE  YOUTH  RALLY 

Celebration  will  be  the  theme  and  the 
focus  of  the  1972  Conference  Youth  Rally, 
Saturday,  October  28,  1972,  at  Duke 
University.  The  planning  committee  has 
said  "Let's  think  about  and  celebrate  the 
good  things  that  God  has  done  and  is 
doing!"  The  Rally  will  begin  at  10:00  in 
Page  Auditorium  and  will  close  with  a  2:00 
service  of  worship  in  Duke  Chapel. 

A  folk-rock  musical  "Now  Hear  It 
Again"-  accompanied  by  a  multi-media 
production  by  youth  of  Edenton  Street 
Church,  Raleigh  -  will  be  one  of  the  fea- 
tures of  the  morning.  Another  part  of  the 
day  will  be  a  giant,  total-group  celebration. 


Bishop  Robert  M.  Blackburn  will  speak  to 
the  Rally.  If  all  goes  well,  a  new  film  pro- 
moting Conference  Youth  opportunities 
will  be  previewed  at  Rally  Day.  (It's  going 
to  be  close!)  In  the  afternoon,  a  worship 
experience  in  the  Duke  Chapel  will  include 
a  dialogue  sermon  between  The  Rev.  S.  T. 
Gillespie  and  the  Rev.  James  H.  Bailey. 
These  two  preachers  were  popular  speakers 
at  summer  youth  workshops  and  have  been 
invited  to  speak  on  the  Celebration  theme. 

David  Broadwell  of  Fayetteville,  Con- 
ference Youth  President,  will  preside  over 
the  Rally  Day  activities. 

NEW  CASSETTE  TAPE  RESOURCE 

Number  five  in  the  Lifetime  Cassette 
Series  is  available  from  TRAFCO,  P.  O. 
Box  10955,  Raleigh,  N.  C.  27605.  This  ser- 
ies of  tapes  provides  material  for  all  types 
of  settings  in  youth  ministry.  Tape  No.  5 
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contains  in-depth  interviews  with  recording 
stars  Stevie  Wonder  and  Jerry  Rea.  In  ad- 
dition, there  are  interviews  with  represent- 
atives of  three  forces  within  The  United 
Methodist  Church:  Women  in  the  Church, 
Black  Empowerment,  and  Hispanic  Con- 
cerns. These  person  discuss  the  work  of  the 
General  Conference  as  it  relates  to  their 
own  needs  and  hopes.  Rent  the  tape  from 
TRAFCO  and  have  enough  "meat"  for  sev- 
eral U.M.Y.F.  programs,  or  a  retreat  topic, 
or  a  special  discussion  group  or  sharing 
group,  or  a  Church  School  class,  or. ..let 
your  imagination  go! 

REAL  TAKES  UP  A  NEW  FORMAT 


The  late  teens  sttrdy  resource  Real  has  a 
new  format.  Now,  the  students'  reading 
material  and  the  Class  Guide  are  found  in 
the  same  book.  The  editors  discovered  that 
many  classes  using  Real  wanted  the  entire 
class  in  on  the  planning  of  the  class  sessions. 
This  new  format  makes  that  easier  and 
less  expensive.  The  fall  quarter  (a  study  of 
the  Book  of  Romans)  was  written  in  part 
by  Dr.  J.  Conrad  Glass,  Jr.,  a  minister  in 
our  conference.  If  you  have  not  tried  Real, 
in  a  while,  it  might  be  worth  a  look! 

WANT  TO  THINK  ABOUT  RECREATION? 

"Recreation:  The  Joy  of  Time"  is  a 
new,  real-thought-stirrer.  This  is  a  resource 


for  week-end  youth  retreats,  especially 
with  early  teens.  The  packet  provides  re- 
sources for  having  a  recreation  week-end 
with  a  plus-  that  plus  being  a  look  at  the 
meaning  of  recreation.  The  goals  of  the 
study  are  (1)  to  challenge  the  participant 
to  examine  the  role  of  recreation  in  his 
own  life  and  in  society;  (2)  to  help  him 
recognize  that  recreational  experiences 
vary  in  value;  and  (3)  to  inspire  him  to 
capture  for  himself  and  others  the  fulfill- 
ment that  recreation  offers.  This  week-end 
pac  can  be  ordered  with  the  regular  cur- 
riculum order  from  Cokesbury,  Fifth  and 
Grace  Streets,  Richmond,  Virginia  23216. 

Camping  Ministry 

R.  Keith  Glover,  Coordinator 
New  at  Camp  Rockfish: 
Resident  Camp  Manager 
As  of  September  1,  1972,  Larry  Brun- 
ner,  with  his  wife  Lana  and  daughter,  is 
living  at  Camp  Rockfish  and  serving  as 
Camp  Manager.  For  the  past  four  years 
Larry  has  been  on  the  Camp  Chestnut 
Ridge  summer  staff,  serving  three  years  as 
Program  Director.  He  is  now  completing 
work  on  his  PhD  degree  at  Duke  in  the 
English  Department. 

Included  in  the  responsibilities  of  the 
v  resident  manager  will  be  supervising  facil- 
ities and  helping  groups  make  more  and 
better  use  of  the  services  available  at  the 
camp. 

Some  of  the  new  activities  that  can  now 
be  added  to  the  program  for  fall,  winter  and 
spring  retreat  groups  are  canoeing,  tether 
ball,  volley  ball  and  badminton.  Food  ser- 
vices are  still  available  when  requested. 
Mrs.  S.T.  Jackson,  who  works  in  food  ser- 
vices with  the  Fayetteville  City  Schools, 
serves  as  Camp  Dietition.  Swimming  is  also 
available  to  those  who  are  interested  and 
who  provide  their  own  lifeguard.  The  lake 
has  been  used  a  couple  of  times  for  bap- 
tismal services  during  the  past  year. 

For  more  information  and  reservation 
forms,  contact  the  Coordinator  of  Camping 
Ministry,  1307  Glenwood  Avenue,  Raleigh, 
N.  C.  27605  (828-0568). 
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Children's 
Ministry 

(F.  Belton  Joyner,  Jr.) 
SAFETY  FOR  CHILDREN 

The  Office  of  Consumer  Affairs  is  at 
work  to  create  and  enforce  standards  in 
toys  and  playground  equipment  that  will 
make  play  safer  for  boys  and  girls.  Their 
work  has  included  (1)  use  of  consumer  de- 
puties to  help  check  toy  stores,  (2)  new 
pre-sale  checking  of  toys,  (3)  suggestions 
for  better  toy  re-call  methods.  (4)  seizures 
of  dangerous  toys,  and  (5)  a  computerized 
list  of  banned  toys.  If  you  know  of  a  toy 
that  has  proven  unsafe  for  children,  you 
may  want  to  notify  the  product  safety 
bureau.  Describe  the  toy,  its  name,  its  mo- 
del number,  name  and  address  of  manu- 
facturer (if  known),  and  the  name  of  the 
store  stocking  the  toy.  Send  this  informa- 
tion to  L.  J.  Chisholm,  Bureau  of  Product 
Safety,  Food  and  Drug  Administration, 
5401  Westbard  Avenue,  Bethesda,  Mary- 
land 20016.  Use  the  same  address  to  write 
for  more  information  on  toy  safety  policies 
or  programs.  Safety  of  children  ought  to  be 
a  rather  basic  concern  of  the  Church's 
ministry  with  boys  and  girls! 

A  MINISTRY  WITH 

RETARDED  PERSONS 

A  new  kit  is  available  for  churches 
working  with  retarded  persons  or  churches 
planning  to  start  such  a  program.  In  fact, 
this  kit  might  not  be  a  bad  place  to  start 
the  planning!  Entitled  "Ministry  with  Re- 
tarded Persons,"  the  kit  includes  a  resource 
book  Christian  Education  for  Retarded 
Persons,  a  recording  suggesting  different 
forms  of  ministry  to  the  retarded,  a  biblio- 
graphy and  checklist  on  how  to  get  started 
with  such  a  ministry,  and  a  sound  color 
filmstrip.  No  Place  to  Go,  which  depicts 
the  Church's  responsibility  to  persons  who 
are  mentally  retarded.  Order  the  kit  for 


$13.50  from  Service  Department,  P.  0. 
Box  871,  Nashville,  Tennessee  37202. 


AND  THIS  REMINDER... 

Our  Conference  TRAFCO  purchases  for 
your  use  the  various  preferred  audiovisuals 
to  accompany  the  Church  School  cur- 
riculum. This  month  there  are  some  excit- 
ing new  resources:  (1)  a  stereo  record 
album  for  Kindergarten  classes,  "Music  for 
Kindergarteners;"  included  are  stories, 
songs,  and  instumental  music  for  use  by 
the  Kindergarten  children,  as  well  as  for 
their  parents  and  teachers;  (2)  a  new  stereo 
record  album,  "Guess  Who's  Here?  God!", 
for  use  with  the  unit  "What  is  God  Like?"; 
(3)  a  new  kind  of  preferred  audio-visual 
will  be  available  for  Elementary  IV-VI  and 
V-VI  boys  and  girls:  a  simulation  game 
"Ecclesia."  The  game  involves  children  and 
adult  leaders  in  an  exercise  designed  to 
help  them  understand  some  of  the  factors 
involved  in  church  renewal.  Your  church 
can  purchase  these  items  from  Cokesbury, 
Fifth  and  Grace  Street,  Richmond,  Virginia 
23216,  or  you  can  rent  them  from 
TRAFCO,  P.  O.  Box  10955,  Raleigh, 
North  Carolina  27605. 

CHANGE  OF  ADDRESS 

Somewhere  in  your  storehouse  of 
memories,  tuck  away  this  item-  new  ad- 
dress for  the  Conference  office  in  Child- 
ren's Ministry!  The  Coordinator  of 
Children's  Ministry  (F.  Belton  Joyner,  Jr.) 
can  be  reached  at  P.  O.  Box  10955, 
Raleigh,  North  Carolina  27605.  The  tele- 
phone number  remains  the  same:  (919) 
828-0568. 
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THOSE  NEW  BIBLES 

Perhaps  you  have  the  feeling  that  the 
Bibles  just  given  by  your  church  to  the 
fourth  graders  are  not  getting  used  fully! 
Try  some  of  these  ideas.  (1)  Prepare  a  list 
of  selected  passages  that  the  boys  and  girls 
can  read  at  home;  (2)  Make  certain  that 
your  teachers  plan  to  use  the  Bibles  in  the 
class  setting;  (3)  Use  the  self-  instruction 
booklet,  "Finding  Your  Way  Through  the 
Bible,"  available  from  Cokesbury  for 
$1 .50;  (4)  Encourage  the  boys  and  girls  to 
use  their  Bibles  in  the  service  of  worship; 
(5)  Ask  the  children  to  report  on  favorite 
passages. 


Music  Ministry 

(F.  Belton  Joyner,  Jr.) 

MUSIC  AND  THE  CHURCH  SCHOOL 

Some  of  the  districts  are  sponsoring 
workshops  to  help  teacher  of  children  use 
music  in  the  Church  School  setting.  If  you 
think  this  would  be  of  help  to  you,  drop  a 
note  to  Music  Ministry,  P.  0.  Box  10955, 
Raleigh,  North  Carolina  27605.  You  will 
be  advised  of  plans  for  a  workshop  near 
you.  (Special  note:  how  about  inviting 
those  teachers  who  lament  that  "I  can't 
sing  a  lick!"  There  will  be  special  help  for 
persons  who  want  to  use  music  but  "can't 
sing.") 


A  GREAT  DAY  OF  UNITED 
METHODIST  SINGING 


Some  churches  are  scheduling  a  special 
day  to  enjoy  music-  A  Great  Day  of 
United  Methodist  Singing.  November  5  is  a 
day  being  observed  in  this  way  in  many 
churches.  If  you  want  some  suggestions  on 
how  to  have  such  a  special  day,  write  Music 
Ministry,  P.  0.  Box  871,  Nashville,  Ten- 
nessee 37203. 
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EAGLE  SCOUT 


WHAT'S  IT  CALLED: 

"AND  OLDIE  GOLDIE?" 

Call  it  nostalgia,  longing  for  the  "good 
oP  days",  or  recovering  our  heritage-  lots 
of  persons  have  a  new  interest  in  music 
that  was  popular  a  number  of  years  ago. 
Here's  one  source  for  some  of  that  music. 
The  "World  of  Fun"  record  albums  have 
been  re-issued.  These  albums  (seven  in  all) 
provide  music  for  a  whole  variety  of  folk 
games  and  dances.  The  records  are  $3.50 
each  or  $21  for  the  set  of  seven,  including  a 
manual  of  instructions.  (The  manual  is  $5 
by  itself).  Order  from  Service  Department, 
P.  0.  Box  871,  Nashville,  Tennessee  37202. 


Donald  H.  Tucker,  Jr.,  received  the  Eagle  Scout 
Award  at  Jarvis  Memorial  UM  Church,  Greenville, 
recently.  Others  participating  in  the  service  in- 
clude: Dr.  and  Mrs.  D.H.  Tucker,  parents;  Dr. 
J.E.  Clement,  scoutmaster,  and  Rev.  Troy  J. 
Barrett,  pastor. 


Summer 
R  &  R 

Was  Big 
Success 

The  recently  held  Summer  R  and  R  at 
Methodist  College  in  Fayetteville  brought 
out  a  larger  attendance  than  at  any  previous 
such  training  session.  Mrs.  T.  Marvin  Vick, 
who  served  as  dean,  has  expressed  gratifica- 
tion at  the  fine  response.  According  to  fjgr 
ures  released  by  Mrs.  Mary  G.  Boyd,  regis- 
trar, enrollment  for  the  session  during  this 
week  was  402,  and  for  the  week-end  session 
was  283,  making  a  total  of  685. 
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The  beginning  of  Methodism,  dating 
from  Joseph  Pilmore's  first  sermon  pre- 
ached in  North  Carolina,  will  be  celebrated 
on  September  28,1972  as  the  two  hun- 
dredth anniversary  for  the  United  Meth- 
odist Church  in  our  State.  Originally  com- 
prised of  the  followers  of  Wesley,  the 
church  has  since  divided  into  several  Meth- 
odist bodies  of  which  there  are  over  half  a 
million  members  in  North  Carolina. 

These  denominations  are  celebrating  the 
beginning  of  Methodism  by  holding  the 
event  at  Currituck  Courthouse  where 
Joseph  Pilmore,  an  Anglican  clergyman 
sent  to  America  By  John  Wesley,  arrived 
on  September  28,  1772  to  preach  in  the 
small  Currituck  Sound  community. 

Dr.  Frederick  E.  Maser,  executive  sec- 
retary of  the  World  Methodist  Society  and 
editor  of  Pilmore's  Journal,  will  deliver  the 
morning  address  following  an  opening 
prayer  by  Dr.  Frank  Baker  of  the  Duke 
Divinity  School  at  10:30.  The  Rev.  Robert 
McKenzie,  Elizabeth  City  District  Super- 
intendent, will  present  special  guests  fol- 
lowing the  address.  A  county  history 
pointing  up  the  significance  of  Pilmore's 
arrival  will  be  given  by  S.  Curtis  Gray,  Jr., 
president  of  the  Currituck  County  Histor- 
ical Association. 

Lunch  will  be  served  to  the  public  as  a 
courtesy  of  the  celebration  at  the  Joseph  P. 
Knapp  High  School  gymnasium  at  noon. 
The  school  is  in  easy  walking  distance  of 
the  community. 

Following  lunch,  at  one  o'clock,  either 
the  Northeastern  High  School  Band  will  be 
on  hand  to  play  or  the  congregation  will 
join  in  singing  a  few  old  familiar  hymns. 
The  afternoon  address  will  be  delivered  by 
Biship  Herbert  Bell  Shaw  of  the  A.M.E. 
Zion  Church.  Bishop  Shaw  lives  in  Wil- 
mington and  presides  over  the  First  Epis- 
copal District  of  his  church.  His  topic  will 
be  "Two  Hundred  Years  of  Methodism  in 
North  Carolina."  The  Rev.  Norman  Knight, 
trustee  of  the  Conference  Commission  on 
Archives  and  History,  will  then  give  a  his- 
tory of  the  Methodist  Churches  in  Cur- 
rituck County.  Mr.  Knight  has  served  as 
pastor  in  Currituck  County  before  coming 


N.  C. 

Methodist 
Bicentennial 
To  Be 
Held  At 
Currituck 
Courthouse 

to  Clayton.  The  closing  prayer  will  be  given 
around  three  o'oclock  by  Dr.  William  K. 
Quick,  Conference  Historian. 

Books  and  souveniers  will  be  available 
for  sale  and  the  celebration  will  be  held  out 
of  doors  weather  permitting.  Bring  a 
folding  chair  or  blanket  to  fully  enjoy  this 
historic  event  as  the  crowd  gathers  infor- 
mally to  celebrate  the  two  hundredth 
anniversary  of  Methodism  in  the  Tar  Heel 
State.  Bishop  Robert  M.  Blackburn  is 
expecting  to  attend  along  with  members  of 
historic  societies  in  Virginia  and  North 
Carolina.  The  program  is  under  the  direc- 
tion of  the  Rev.  C.  Franklin  Grill,  chairman 
of  the  North  Carolina  Conference  Com- 
mission on  Archives  and  History. 
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WOMEN'S  NEWS 

Western  North  Carolina  Conference 

Mrs.  Julian  Lindsey 


This  November  is  politics  and  politics  is 
our  business  —  everybody's  business 
Politics  belongs  to  the  people  and  will  be  as 
good,  or  as  bad,  as  we  make  it.  What  can 
we  do? 

1.  Review  the  issues.  United  Meth- 
odism's views  are  outlined  in  the  "Call  to 
Action  packet  available  from  Board  of 
Mission's  Service  Center.  Where  do  the  can- 
didates stand  on  the  checklist  given  below? 

2.  Know  the  candidates'  positon  on 
issues.  The  League  of  Women  Voters  sends 
questionnaires  to  candidates  for  federal, 
state  and  local  offices  and  publishes  their 
positions  on  major  issues.  Request  these 
"Candidates  Guides"  from  the  League  in 
your  area  and  share  them  with  local 
churches.  Call  your  newspaper's  news 
editor  and  ask  to  have  them  printed. 

3.  Know  the  congessional  candidates' 
voting  record.  "Political  Accountability 
Rating"  has  been  sent  to  annual  con- 
ference Christian  Social  Relations  chair- 
women (and  most  district  CSR  chair- 
women). In  its  June-July  newsletter, 
Common  Cause  has  voting  records  of  con- 
gress on  such  issues  as  Vietnam,  the  SST, 
campaign  spending,  welfare  reform,  busing, 
and  Women's  rights.  Single  copies  of  this 
June-July  issue  are  available  free  by  writing 
Common  Cause,  c/o  Marga  McCarthy, 
2100  M  St.,  N.W.,  Washington,  D.C. 
20037.  Common  Cause  describes  itself  as 
the  "people's  lobby". 

4.  Work  for  the  candidate  of  your 
choice.  This  can  be  done  through  contri- 
butions and/or  various  types  of  volunteer 
service. 

5.  Help  get  out  the  vote  on  Election 
Day.  Our  democratic  form  of  government 


works  to  the  extent  that  we  "work"  it.  The 
church  wants  to  help  make  it  work.  It's  our 
responsibility,  our  challenge! 

CHECKLIST 
*Indochina  war:  the  United  Methodist 
Church  (UMC)  calls  for  immediate  ces- 
sation of  the  bombing,  and  withdrawal  of 
all  military  forces  and  cut-off  of  funds  no 
later  than  Dec.  31,  1972. 
*Welfare  reform:  UMC  supports  programs 
to  provide  physical  necessities  for  all  who 
need  them:  i.e.  as  a  minimum,  benefits  no 
lower  than  the  Bureau  of  Statistics' 
"poverty  level"  of  $3,960  for  a  family  of 
four.) 

*UMC  supports  the  use  of  busing  where 
appropriate  for  school  desegration  and  op- 
poses legislative  action  or  constitutional 
amendments  prohibiting  such  busing. 
*UMC  backs  a  univeral  program  to  provide 
the  basic  and  necessary  health  care  services 
for  all,  with  costs  shared  by  employers, 
individuals  and  general  revenue.  National 
standards  for  health  care  should  be  esta- 
blished with  consumers  represented  on 
policy  boards.  Choice  of  physician  should 
be  ensured. 

*Racial  minorities:  equal  rights  and  op- 
portunities in  voting,  law  enforcement, 
education,  employment  and  housing  must 
be  supported. 

*General  Conference  supported  provisions 
to  make  contraceptive  information  and 
materials  available  and  for  the  removal  of 
abortion  from  the  criminal  code,  placing  it 
instead  under  laws  relating  to  other  pro- 
cedures of  medical  practice. 
*  Agriculture:  UMC  supports  programs 
benefitting  the  resident  farmer  rather  than 
the  factory  farmer.  It  supports  the  right  of 
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migrant  farmworkers  to  organize  and  to  be 
included  in  social  security,  minimum  wage 
and  child  labor  laws. 

♦Repression/Right  to  privacy.  The  UMC 
opposes  surveillance  of  civilians  by  the 
Armed  Services.  It  opposes  use  of  wire- 
tapping without  a  specific  court  order. 
*Drugs:  the  church  favors  laws  to  eliminate 
advertisement  of  alcohol  and  tobacco.  The 
church  encourages  reform  of  marijuana 
laws,  making  them  commensurate  with 
known  dangers  of  the  drug. 
*Penal  reform:  UMC  stresses  greater  fi- 
nancial investment  in  rehabilitation  and 
treatment,  and  de-emphasis  on  punishment 
and  custody. 

*Equal  Rights  For  Women:  UMC  supports 
state  ratification  of  the  Equal  Rights 
Amendment. 

(The  above  material,  published  by  the  Of- 
fice of  Legislative  Affairs  of  the  Women's 
Division  under  its  caption  Action  Alert,  is 
adapted  from  an  article  which  will  appear 
in  the  November  issue  of  response  Mag- 
azine) 


(For  the  North  Carolina  Conference  Wo- 
men's news,  see  lead  article  on  page  4.) 


OPPORTUNITIES 

Five  cents  a  word.  Please  count  your  words 
and  send  remittance  when  sending  your  copy 

WANTED:  Director  of  Christian  Education  or 
Educational  Assistant  for  church  of  1600  with 
extensive  program.  Write  or  call  Dr.  Francis  T. 
Cunningham,  Bethel  United  Methodist  Church, 
245  South  Church  Street,  Spartanburg,  S.C. 
29301 

NEEDED:  Man,  semi-retired  who  may  draw  only 
$1680,  but  wants  to  continue  to  serve  his  fellow- 

\  man  .  .  .  Need  Christian  dedicated  to  servi- 
tude .  .  .  Prefer  one  with  farm  and  carpentry 
knowledge  ...  One  who  seeks  the  bountiful 
reward  of  giving  himself  to  others  .  .  .  Work  in 

( Christian  Home  for  alcoholics  .  .  .  Many  fringe 
benefits   make    this  an   attractive  offer... 

i  (Especially  for  Meth.  Minister)  .  .  .  Single  man 
preferrred  but  would  consider  couple  ...  All 
replies  confidential.  Write,  Opportunity -Semi- 
retired,  Box  508,  Greensboro,  N.C.  27402 


Quality  Church  Windows  1 


HIGH  POINT 
GLASS  &  DECORATIVE  CO. 

A.  W.  Klemme,  Pres.  &  Mgr. 
Box  101  High  Point,  N.  C. 

Fiberglass  Baptistries  &  Spires 


EDUCATIONAL  FURNITURE 

DIXIE  EQUIPMENT  COMPANY,  INC. 

418  N.  Greensboro  St. 
Liberty,  N.  C.  27298 
Phone:  919-622-2204 


SOUTHEASTERN  EQUIPMENT  CO. 


Chairs  and  tables  in  com- 
plete range  of  sizes  for  every 
Church  need.  Steel  and  wood 
folding  chairs,  folding  ban- 
quet tables,  speakers'  stands. 
Also  office  desks  and 
chairs.  Write  for  infor- 
mation. 


SilER  CITY,  NORTH  CAROLINA 


CHURCH  FURNITURE 


Pews 
Pulpits 
Altars 
Fonts 
Screens 
Lecterns 
Reading  Stands 
Offering  Plates 
Chairs 

Tables    catalog  o 

REQUEST 


CARRIKER  CHURCH 
FURNITURE  CO. 
Box  220,  Monroe,  N.  C.  281 10 

MEMBER  CHURCH  FURNITURE 
MANUFACTURERS  ASSOCIATION 
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WCC  Increases  Racism  Fund 


UTRECHT,  the  Netherlands- 
Methodists  played  key  roles  in  the  meeting 
of  the  120-member  Central  Committee  of 
the  World  Council  of  Churches  here  in  late 
August. 

Following  two  general  secretaries  of  the 
Reformed  family,  the  Rev.  Dr.  Philip  Pot- 
ter, 51,  a  Methodist  from  the  Caribbean, 
was  unanimously  elected  general  secretary. 
In  addition  to  this  key  staff  appointment, 
Methodists  from  many  parts  of  the  world 
were  present,  and  United  Methodists  from 
North  America  were  especially  active. 

Meeting  for  eleven  days  in  the  city  of  its 
birth,  the  committee  gave  its  attention  to  a 
massive  agenda,  including  a  review  of  mis- 
sion, theological  study,  development  and 
inter-church  aid,  church  and  society,  re- 
newal and  international  affairs. 

Most  unexpected  in  view  of  the  wide 
controversy  it  has  caused  was  the  commit- 
tee's endorsement  without  debate  of  its 
Program  to  Combat  Racism  and  the  vote  to 
seek  an  additional  $500,000  for  its  pro- 
jects. This  will  bring  the  controversial 
Special  Fund  to  Combat  Racism,  first 
authorized  in  1969,  to  a  minimum  of  SI 
million. 

The  Rev.  Dr.  Eugene  L.  Smith,  prom- 
inent Methodist  clergyman  who  heads  the 
Council's  New  York  office,  told  the  gather- 
ing of  church  leaders  that  the  attack 
against  the  Council  in  the  Reader's  Digest 
last  fall  had  sparked  keen  interest  in  the 
Council's  programs  and  studies.  The  Coun- 
cil's mail  on  the  Digest  episode  ran  50  to 
one  in  favor  of  the  ecumenical  organiza- 
tion, he  said.  In  all,  the  New  York  office 
received  1 ,400  letters. 

The  report  on  church  union  progress 
was  made  by  a  Methodist  theologian,  Dr. 
John  Deschner  of  Southern  Methodist  Uni- 
versity's School  of  Theology. 

Dr.  Deschner  held  up  the  ideal  of  "a 
disciplined  eucharistic  fellowship,"  not  as 
an  impossible  ideal  but  something  atain- 
able  "in  our  lifetime."  He  also  said  future 
historians  may  wonder  why  this  period  is 


Dr.  Philip  Potter 

considered  one  of  "malaise"  for  church 
union  when  so  many  successful  church 
unions  are  being  accomplished.  He  sug- 
gested that  it  is  the  North  Atlantic  area 
(citing  the  United  Presbyterian  pullout 
from  COCU  and  Anglican  turndown  of  thee 
proposed  union  with  Brithish  Methodists) 
where  there  is  malaise,  while  church  unioni 
is  prospering  in  the  Third  World. 

The  committee  renewed  an  appeal  to 
churches  to  set  a  target  figure  of  2  per  cent 
of  their  regular  income  for  development. 
Impact  to  date  of  the  appeal  was  described 
as  "limited  but  significant."  The  fund  is 
intended  for  "human  development"  in  all  ' 
countries. 

A  Fund  for  Reconstruction  in  Indo- 
China  was  established  to  contribute  to  the 
struggle  of  people  in  the  area  to  find  a  new 
identity  and  to  focus  the  concern  and  re- 
sources of  the  churches  on  reconstruction 
and  reconciliation. 

The  committee  expressed  special  appre- 
ciation to  Dr.  Eugence  Carson  Blake  for 
drawing  public  attention  to  the  question  of 
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U.S.  bombing  of  dikes  in  North  Vietnam. 
It  renewed  its  call  for  cessation  of  bomb- 
ing, withdrawal  of  American  Troops  and 


appealed  to  the  the  North  Vietnamese  and 
Viet  Cong  to  release  prisoners  upon  such 
withdrawal. 


CAMPUS  NEWS 

PRESBYTERIAN  MINISTER 
TO  BE  PFEIFFER  LECTURER 

One  of  the  Western  world's  top  scholar- 
preachers  will  be  the  Staley  Distinguished 
Scholar  Lecturer  at  Pfeiffer  College  Sept. 
27,28. 

Dr.  David  H.  C.  Read,  minister  of  Mad- 
ison Avenue  Presbyterian  Church,  New 
York  City,  will  speak  in  the  Pfeiffer  Chapel 
at  10  a.m.  and  7:30  p.m.  on  Wednesday, 
Sept.  27,  and  at  11  a.m.  on  Thursday, 
Sept.  28. 

His  theme  will  be  related  to  "Today's 
World  and  The  Christian  Faith."  All  of  his 
lectures  are  open  to  the  public  with  a 
special  invitation  extended  to  area  church 
people. 

ttt 

N.  C.  WESLEY  AN  TO  SHOW 
CIVILISATION  FILM  SERIES 

"Civilisation,"  the  renowned  color  film 
series  on  the  cultural  life  of  Western  man, 
written  and  narrated  by  art  historian  Ken- 
neth Clark,  will  be  shown  at  N.  C.  Wes- 
leyan  College  in  Garber  Chapel.  The  series 
began  on  Sept.  14. 

The  public  is  invited  to  attend,  free  of 
charge,  any  one  of  three  showings  sched- 
uled for  each  Thursday,  the  first  at  1  1 
a.m.,  the  second  at  2:30  p.m.,  and  the 
third  at  8:15  p.m. 

The  thirteen-week  series  is  Wesleyan's 
Convocation  program  for  fall  term,  and  is 
offered  to  the  community  at  large  by  joint 
sponsorship  with  the  Rocky  Mount  Arts 
Center  and  the  local  Great  Books  Dis- 
cussion Club. 

N.  C.  Wesleyan  will  receive  the  thirteen 
fifty-minute  "Civilisation"  films  on  loan 
free  of  charge  from  the  National  Gallery  of 
Art  in  Washington,  under  a  new  program 


offered  through  the  Gallery's  Extension 
Services. 

ttt 

CANNON  FOUNDATION 
MAKES  GIFT  TO  PFEIFFER 

Pfeiffer  College  has  received  a  $25,000 
gift  from  the  Cannon  Foundation  for  sup- 
port of  the  college's  general  program  dur- 
ing its  1972-73  academic  year. 

Pfeiffer  College  President  Douglas  Reid 
Sasser  said  $15,000  of  the  grant  will  be 
assigned  to  the  Cannon  Scholarship  Series 
and  the  remaining  $10,000  will  be  used  to 
support  the  current  operating  budget  of 
the  college.  Currently,  26  students  are 
holders  of  Cannon  Scholarships. 

ttt 

ACTING  DEAN  APPOINTED 
AT  WESLEYAN 

Mrs.  Sarah  Cole  Alexander  has  been 
appointed  acting  dean  of  students  for  N.  C. 
Wesleyan  College.  She  will  serve  in  an  act- 
ing capacity  while  the  search  proceeds  for  a 
successor  to  Dr.  Allen  F.  Cordts,  who  re- 
signed to  become  vice  president  and  aca- 
demic dean  at  McMurry  College  of  Abiline, 
Texas. 

Mrs.  Alexander  has  served  as  assistant 
dean  of  students  at  Wesleyan  for  the  past 
five  years. 

ttt 
***** 


STAINED  GLASS  WINDOWS 

DIRECT  ARTIST  TO  CUSTOMER  TRANSACTIONS 


SKETCHES  &  BUDGET  PRICES  ON  REQUEST 
ALL  STYLES  LEADED  GLASS  —  FACETED  GLASS 

EXPERIENCED  SINCE  1946 


GENTRY    STAINED   GLASS  STUDIOS 

P.O.  BOX  4022      WINSTON-SALEM.  N.  C 
PHONE  969-5000 
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Sunday  School  Lesson 

By  Dr.  Raymond  A.  Smith  FOR  OCTOBER  1 

(International  Lesson  Series) 


The  Battle  For  M 


Background   Scripture:  Ephesians 
4:11-16,  25-32;  James  3:1-12 
Lesson  Scripture:  Timothy  4:-15;Phil- 
ippians  4:8-9 

Some  years  ago  a  book  appeared  with 
the  title  "Ideas  Have  Consequences."  The 
burden  of  the  argument  was  to  prove  that 
the  commonly  accepted  notion  "It's  not 
what  you  think,  but  what  you  do  that 
counts"  was  wrong. 

As  these  lines  are  being  written  blood  is 
being  spilled  all  over  the  world  by  people 
who  are  frustrated  because  others  stub- 
bornly refuse  to  think  the  way  the  "blood- 
spillers"  want  them  to  think.  "Political 
power  grows  out  of  the  barrel  of  a  gun"  is 
the  way  a  world-famous  Communist  leader 
put  it.  There  may  be  people  who  hate 
Communism,  but  who,  at  the  same  time, 
agree  with  that  statement. 

The  Constitution  of  the  United  Nations 
Educational  Scientific  and  Cultural  Organ- 
ization contains  these  opening  words: 
"Since  wars  begin  in  the  minds  of  men,  it  is 
in  the  minds  of  men  that  the  defenses  of 
peace  must  be  constructed."  If  this  is  true 
the  title  of  our  lesson  is  most  appropriate, 
for  there  actually  is  such  a  battle,  and  it 
goes  on  with  unrelenting  energy. 

Never  before  in  the  history  of  the  world 
have  we  lived  in  an  age  where  ideas  can  be 
so  easily  and  quickly  communicated. 
People  can  hear  each  other  talk  from  one 
part  of  the  globe  to  another.  The  African 
bushman,  with  his  transistor  radio,  can 
hear  the  appeals  of  political  leaders,  even  if 
he  can't  write  or  read.  A  Peace  Corps  work- 
er dropped  a  post  card  on  the  way  to  the 
post  office  in  another  country.  On  it  were 
written  some  criticisms  of  the  country 


's  Minds 


where  she  was  working.  In  a  few  hours 
people  all  over  the  world  could  read  about 
the  incident,  and  the  State  Department  had 
some  explaining  to  do. 

The  question  of  who  is  going  to  control 
these  modern  means  of  communication  is 
one  of  the  most  important  ones  of  our 
time.  Eric  Severeid  said  in  1959:  "The 
bigger  the  information  media,  the  less  cour- 
age and  freedom  they  allow."  In  some 
countries  of  the  world  the  state  controls 
tightly  what  is  written  or  said.  George 
Orwell's  book  entitled  "1984"  is  a  fright- 
ening picture  of  what  such  a  police  state 
can  do  to  restrict  communication.  In  it  i 
even  the  commonest  words  in  the  language 
have  twisted  meanings.  We  can  say  that 
ever  since  the  invention  of  printing  there 
has  been  a  continuing  struggle  as  to  who 
shall  control  what  is  being  printed.  Anyone 
who  reads  the  newspaper  knows  that  this  s 
struggle  still  goes  on.  Never  was  a  free  press 
so  necessary  as  now  when,  as  Justice  I 
Douglas  put  it,  "We  shall  be  in  a  battle  for 
the  next  generation  to  save  the  Bill  of ' 
Rights."  It  appears  that  the  only  solution  is 
to  raise  up  a  generation  of  people  who  are 
more  critical  of  what  they  read.  In  the* 
words  of  the  apostle  Paul:  "Prove  all 
things;  hold  fast  to  that  which  is  good." 

As  we  look  at  the  Biblical  era  we  can 
see  that  this  problem  was  not  so  acute  as  it 
is  today.  Many  could  not  read,  and  even  if 
they  could,  not  many  books  were  available. 
This  condition  persisted  for  centuries,  even 
down  to  the  invention  of  printing.  All 
through  Biblical  times  it  was  the  spoken 
word  which  formed  the  only  means  of 
communication  between  persons.  So,  in 
our  Scripture  lesson  for  today  young 
Timothy  is  urged  "to  preach  the  word,  to 
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be  urgent  in  season  and  out  of  season, 
:onvince,  rebuke,  exhort,  be  unfailing  in 
patience  and  in  teaching."  Timothy  is  also 
warned  that  the  time  will  come  when 
'people  will  not  endure  sound  teaching" 
but  will  attach  themselves  to  "teachers 
who  suit  their  own  likings."  It  is  the  same 
in  our  time.  There  is  a  strong  movement 
now  to  experiment  with  all  sorts  of  new 
religions.  We  are  told  that  now  in  Cal- 
ifornia (that  happy  hunting  ground  of  all 
sorts  of  fanatics)  even  the  Devil  has  a 
;hurch! 

The  above  statements  are  not  intended 


to  discourage  people  from  finding  a  more 
satisfying  and  deeper  experience  of  rel- 
igion. The  Bible  teaches  that  "God  has  not 
left  himself  without  a  witness  among  any 
people."  But  it  is  quite  possible  that  many 
of  these  "seekers  after  the  new",  as  Paul 
called  the  ancient  Athenians,  really  have 
not  plumbed  the  depths  of  their  own  faith. 
The  fact  that  there  are  so  many  who  seem 
to  drift  on  a  sea  of  uncertainty  shows  that 
the  church  has  not  been  zealous  enough  in 
its  teaching  program.  One  should  at  least 
know  what  his  faith  is  before  he  rejects  it! 


SUNDAY  SCHOOL  LESSON 


FOR  OCTOBER  8 


Christianity  and  the  Secular  City 


Background  Scripture:  Genesis  11:1-9, 
Zechariah  8:1-8;  John  17:15-18;  Acts 
19:23-41;  1  John  2:15-17;  Revelation 
21:10,  22-27 

Lesson  Scripture:  Genesis  11:1-8;  Zech- 
ariah 8:3-5;  John  17:15-18 

In  the  Old  Testament  from  Genesis  to 
Malachi  one  may  find  traces  of  the  old 
animosity  between  the  nomadic  and  the 
urban  way  of  life.  All  our  space  for  this 
lesson  could  be  used  to  prove  this  if  it  were 
thought  necessary.  When  the  Hebrews 
emerged  from  the  desert  and  took  up  re- 
sidence among  the  Canaanites  who  lived  in 
walled  cities,  changes  occured  in  their 
customs  and  to  some  extent  even  in  their 
religon. 

This  migration  from  the  open  country 
|to  the  city  has  been  going  on  a  long  time. 
Today  it  has  become  a  major  problem, 
whether  one  is  talking  about  North 
America,  South  America,  or  some  other 
part  of  the  world.  We  are  told  by  those 
who  are  expert  in  these  matters  that  soon 
over  half  of  our  population  in  the  United 
States  will  live  in  these  large  cities  which 
have  acquired  the  name  of  "megalopolis." 
|[t  is  no  secret  that  the  fate  of  our  country 
is  tied  up  with  the  way  the  urban  problem 
*vill  be  solved.  More  and  more  people  are 
"oming  to  find  life  in  these  great  centers  of 


population  impossible.  A  great  American 
architect  was  called  in  by  the  city  council 
of  one  of  our  major  cities  and  was  asked 
what  they  should  do  about  conditions 
there.  His  reply  was:  "Abandon  it." 

In  our  first  Scripture  lesson  (see  Genesis 
11:1-9)  we  have  a  story  that  .seems  to  be 
saying  God  is  displeased  with  ambitious 
building  projects  which  are  always  a  part  of 
city  life.  The  story  centers  about  some  men 
who  were  attempting  to  create  a  huge 
structure  "with  its  top  in  the  heavens." 
They  are  stopped  suddenly  in  their  efforts 
by  what  is  described  as  "a  confusion  of 
tongues."  This  made  communication  and, 
therefore,  further  cooperation  impossible. 
Some  scholars  think  the  story  was  orginally 
told  to  account  for  the  variety  of  languages 
to  be  found  in  the  world.  Widely  circulated 
in  the  ancient  Near  East  it  was  adapted  by 
the  Biblical  writer  to  serve  his  own  pur- 
pose. The  moral  is  that  progress  in  "cul- 
ture," such  as  great  buildings,  do  not  make 
people  better.  In  other  words,  progress  in 
the  arts  and  sciences,  as  seen  in  the  growth 
of  cities,  do  not  necessarily  make  men 
more  acceptable  to  God. 

Zechariah  8:1-8  is  a  picture  of  a  res- 
tored city  (Jerusalem)  after  it  had  been  in 
ruins  for  many  years.  The  prophet  en- 
visions a  city  where  the  streets  are  safe  for 
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the  aged  as  well  as  the  very  young.  The 
prophet's  vision  is  one  many  mayors  and 
citizens  of  our  great  cities  would  like  to  see 
realized  in  our  time.  We  have  all  heard 
many  speeches  in  which  the  unsafe  condi- 
tions of  modern  cities  have  been  mentioned. 

In  the  passage  from  Acts  19:23^1  there 
is  a  glimpse  of  the  conflict  between  bus- 
iness and  religion.  Paul's  preaching  of  one 
unseen  God  was  interfering  with  the  idol- 
making  business,  which  up  to  that  time 
seemed  to  be  flourishing  there.  This  sug- 
gests that  there  are  some  sorts  of  com- 
merical  activity  which  ought  to  be  con- 
demned by  the  Christian  community.  Your 
class  might  wish  to  suggest  some  of  these, 
and  to  discuss  what  might  be  done  to  stop 
them.  An  eighteenth-century  English  poet 
wrote:  "111  fares  the  land,  to  hastening  ills  a 
prey,  where  wealth  accumulates  and  men 
decay." 

The  threats  to  the  vital  practice  of  the 
Christian  life  that  we  find  in  the  urban 


pattern  of  living  have  been  listed  by  many 
students  many  times.  One  of  these  is  the 
impersonal   character  of  relationships. 
Human  beings  tend  to  be  merely  physical  j 
objects  to  be  avoided.  People  don't  know  j 
each  other,  nor  do  they  care  for  each  I 
other.  This  is  a  pattern  that  some  people 
like  best.  They  prefer  not  to  be  known,  j 
This  sort  of  atmosphere  removes  the  res- 
traints which  might  keep  them  from  doing  : 
something  they  want  to  do. 

This  "freedom"  from  restraint  is  often 
attractive  to  young  people.  Gone  are  the. 
close  neighbors  in  the  small  town  who  used;! 
to  observe  them  too  closely!  But  this  con- 
dition has  another  side.  What  do  you  dou 
when  you  really  need  someone  to  help?' 
Another  aspect  of  urban  life  is  "root-;- 
lessness."  Some  thoughtful  students  oft 
human  behavior  believe  it  is  essential  that! 
we  all  have  a  place  we  can  "go  home  to." 
What  we  have  been  trying  to  say  is  that  thee 
church,  as  a  loving  and  concerned  com- 
munity, has  no  substitute. 
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IN   MEMORI  AM 


GRACE  CLODFELTER 

We,  the  members  of  the  Women's  Society  of 
Christian  Service,  Johnsontown  United  Methodist 
Church,  Johnsontown  Road,  Thomasville,  North 
Carolina,  wish  to  pay  a  tribute  of  love,  honor  and 
respect  to  the  loving  memory  of  Mrs.  Grace 
Clodfelter,  who  died  March  7,  1972.  Grace  was  a 
loyal  member  of  her  church  for  many  years.  She 
was  a  charter  member  of  the  Women's  Society  of 
Christian  Service,  serving  on  the  Nominating 
Committee  for  several  years.  She  was  also  a 
member  of  the  Older  Adult's  Sunday  School 
Class  at  the  time  of  her  death,  serving  as  class 
Assistant  Secretary. 

A  kind  and  loving  neighbor,  she,  like  the 
Master  she  served,  "Went  about  doing  good." 
Grace  was  always  willing  to  do  the  things  she  was 
called  on  to  do  in  her  Church  Society  and 
community.  Her  influence  and  devotion  to  her 
church,  family  and  friends  will  long  be 
remembered  by  those  of  us  who  knew  her.  To 
her  family,  we  express  our  deepest  sympathy.  We 
feel  our  loss  keenly,  yet  we  bow  in  humble 
submission  to  Him  who  doeth  all  things  well.  We 
are  grateful  to  God  for  this  devoted  Christian 
who  shared  her  life  with  us.  In  affection,  a  copy 
will  be  sent  to  the  family,  the  North  Carolina 


Christian  Advocate  for  publication  and  a  copy 
will  be  recorded  in  the  minutes  of  the  Women's 
Society  of  Christian  Service. 

Respectfully  Submitted ■' 
Women's  Society  of  Christian  Service  I 
By:  Mrs.  Edison  Ward,  President ' 
Mrs.  Charlie  Boggs,  Secretary  \ 
Mrs.  Howard  Green,  Treasurer 
Mrs.  Harry  Wolfe,  Members 

MISS  THELMA  RHYNE 

The  Wesleyan  Service  Guild  of  Ebenezer; 
United  Methodist  Church,  Belmont  wishes  to* 
express  through  the  "Christian  Advocate"  its 
deep  gratitude  for  the  wonderful  life  and  witness 
of  Miss  Thelma  Rhyne  who  passed  away  Sunday, 
August  13,  following  surgery  at  Presbyteriamr 
Hospital,  Charlotte.  Thelma  gave  many  years  of 
devoted  service  to  the  Kingdom  of  God  al 
Ebenezer  Church,  serving  in  many  capacities. 

She  was  a  charter  member  of  the  Wesleyar 
Service  Guild,  serving  as  its  first  president.  Foi 
over  30  years  she  was  Church  Treasurer.  She  wa: 
Recording  Secretary  of  the  Charge  Conference 
and  the  keeper  of  all  records  pertaining  to  tht 
history  of  Ebenezer  Church.  From  he 
responsibility  as  Chairwoman  of  Missions  she 
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advanced  the  interests  of  the  church  in  the  area 
of  missions. 

The  memory  of  Thelma's  service  will  remain 
here  a  long  time  as  a  blessing  to  us  all. 

Wesleyan  Service  Guild 
Ebenezer  United  Methodist  Church 
Belmont,  North  Carolina 


LETTER  TO  EDITOR 


MORE  ON 
"PRAY  AND  PAY" 

The  question  was  asked  in  a -letter  to 
the  Editor  recently,  "Does  the  command 
to  "pray"  and  "pay"  cover  our  obligation 
as  a  member  of  the  United  Methodist 
Church?  It  is  quite  possible  that  this  is  a 
good  starting  point  for  a  dedicated 
jChristian.  It  depends  on  what  we  mean  by 
"pray  and  pay".  If  it  means  that  by  pray, 
tore  seek  out  God's  will  and  by  pay  we 
jmake  an  effort  to  do  God's  will,  it  is  a  very 
jgood  starting  point.  If,  on  the  other  hand, 
ipray  means  that  we  try  to  influence  God  to 
know  our  will  and  pay  means  that  God 
phould  do  our  will  and  at  a  minimum  of 
pxpense;  we  have  not  spent  enough  time  in 
tarayer  and  study  of  the  New  Testament  to 
jmake  a  good  judgment. 

Having  been  both  a  layman  and  a 
minister,  I  fail  to  see  this  as  a  difference  in 
the  point  of  view.  The  layman  and  the 
minister  are  members  of  the  Priesthood  of 
ill  believers.  Neither  one  is  superior  to  the 
pther  nor  inferior  to  the  other.  Layman 
|nd  minister  are  in  the  work  of  the  mission 
bf  the  Church  together.  Our  Lord  has  com- 
missioned us  to  be  his  helper  in  the  salva- 
,ion  of  the  world.  Frequently  a  new  bishop 
j)r  a  new  district  becomes  necessary.  We 
night  want  to  get  the  job  done  with  a 
ninimum  of  organization,  but  if  there  is  to 
J>e  growth  some  organization  is  a  necessity, 
kt  the  same  time  that  new  bishops  and 
lew  districts  are  neeeded,  new  laymen  are 
;ieeded.  New  people  are  needed  in  the 
•ulpit  and  in  the  pew  and  without  these 
ew  people  we  move  backward  and  not 


forword. 

Often  times  we  ask  about  the  cost 
over  against  the  service  provided.  The 
Church  of  Jesus  Christ  is  not  a  "service 
club"!  We  were  never  promised  that  if  we 
"pray  and  pay"  we  would  get  anything 
other  than  the  enrichment  of  our  spiritual 
lives.  When  we  give  of  ourselves  and  our 
money,  we  receive  a  spiritual  enrichment 
that  is  not  otherwise  available.  Jesus  said, 
"It  is  more  blessed  to  give  than  to  receive." 
If  we  are  being  "short  changed",  it  is 
because  we  have  not  had  the  right  motiva- 
tion to  give.  A  few  short  years  ago  a  young 
president  of  these  United  States  said, 
"Think  not  about  what  your  country  can 
do  for  you  but  what  you  can  do  for  your 
country."  When  our  Lord  gave  us  the 
"golden  rule"  he  intended  that  we  apply  it 
where  it  is  needed.  It  may  apply  to 
neighbor,  family,  community,  nation  or 
the  world.  The  important  thing  is  that  we 
do  apply  it  and  use  it.  Unless  we  do,  "self" 
can— and  often  does— get  into  the  way. 

The  term  "bishop"  may  have  little 
meaning  for  the  average  Church  member.  It 
may  even  have  little  meaning  for  the 
bishop— I  hope  so.  The  word  bishop  should 
not  get  into  the  bishop's  way  any  more 
than  the  word  layman  should  get  into  the 
layman's  way.  Bishop,  minister,  and  lay- 
man are  members  of  a  team  and  very 
essential  in  the  work  of  our  Lord  in  the 
salvation  of  the  world. 

As  a  pastor,  there  have  been  many  times 
when  I  did  not  get  my  way.  Many  times  I 
have  felt  that  something  should  be  done 
and  was  opposed.  I  have  learned  that  part 
of  the  time  I  was  right  but  part  of  the  time 
I  was  wrong.  A  minister  in  the  United  Meth- 
odist Church  is  not  a  "dictator".  No  lay 
person  in  the  United  Methodist  Church  is  a 
"dictator".  No  two  people  in  the  church 
are  expected  to  be  in  full  agreement  on 
every  issue  but  if  their  lives  are  committed 
to  Jesus  Christ  they  are  expected  to  be  in 
disagreement  as  Chrisitans  should. 

The  command  to  "pray  and  pay"  may 
not  cover  all  of  our  obligations  as  members 
of  the  United  Methodist  Church.  There  are 
other  words  that  are  quite  important  such 
as  worship,  work,  love,  support,  and  many 
others.  It  is,  however,  a  good  place  to 
start. 

Wilford  D.  Wise 
Apex  United  Methodist  Church 
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Judicial  Council  Meets  in  October 


WASHINGTON,  D.  C.  (UMI)  - 
Whether  a  lay  person  can  be  elected  a 
bishop  of  the  United  Methodist  Church  is 
the  most  prominent  question  the  church's 
Judicial  Council  will  face  this  fall.  But  whe- 
ther the  council  will  even  accept  juris- 
diction to  answer  the  question  will  not  be 
determined  until  it  meets  October  26-28  in 
Hot  Springs,  Arkansas. 

This  will  be  the  first  meeting  for  the 
current  membership  of  the  "supreme 
court,"  since  four  members  were  elected 
last  April,  three  of  them  new  to  the  body. 
Also  new  is  the  president,  the  Rev.  Ralph 
M.  Houston  of  Mt.  Tremper,  N.  Y.  All  nine 
members  expected  to  be  present. 

The  issue  of  electing  a  lay  person  to  the 
episcopacy  arose  in  the  jurisdictional  con- 
ferences this  summer,  largely  because  of 
the  drive  to  place  a  woman  in  the  office, 
and  the  small  number  of  well-known 
women  ministers.  Women  did  receive  some 
votes,  despite  the  uncertainty  of  the  situa- 
tion. 

Although  three  of  the  five  jurisdictions 
raised  the  issue,  Dr.  Houston  said  the 
council  had  so  far  received  an  official  re- 
quest from  only  one,  Southeastern.  The 
others  are  North  Central  and  South  Cen- 
tral. 

Other  issues  to  come  before  the  council 
in  October,  although  it  has  authority  to  de- 
termine those  on  which  it  must  rule,  in- 
clude : 

*  An  appeal  from  the  Council  of 
Bishops  as  to  the  constitutionality  of  Gen- 
eral Conference  legislation  (Par.  829)  es- 
tablishing the  new  Council  on  Ministries  as 
a  policy  and  decision-making  body  in  the 
interim  between  sessions  of  General  Con- 
ference. 

*  A  question  from  North  Mississippi 
Annual  Conference  as  to  the  constitu- 
tionality of  portions  of  its  proposed  plan 
of  union  with  Upper  Mississippi  Con- 
ference. This  refers  primarily  to  the  re- 
commendation that  members  of  both 
former  conferences  (white  and  black)  be 
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members  of  boards  in  the  merged  con- 
ference, in  the  light  of  an  April  Judicial 
Council  decision  that  bi-racial  structuring 
of  a  conference  would  be  unconstitutional. 
(The  adjacent  white  Mississippi  Conference 
also  delayed  merger  action  but  did  not 1 
specifically  appeal  to  the  Judicial  Council.) 

*  Requests  from  the  Council  of  Bishops 
regarding  the  effect  of  revised  legislation 
on  retired  bishops  in  central  conferences; 
from  Memphis  Conference  concerning  the  1 
use  of  annual  conference  funds  for  an  area  i, 
office;  from  Southern  Illinois  Conference.1 
concerning  pension  rates. 

Under  legislation  adopted  by  General! 
Conference  last  April,  the  council  cannot  I 
consider  any  requests  for  declaratory  de- 
cisions until  a  statement  of  the  question 
has  been  printed  in  Interpreter  magazine. 
However,  most  issues  come  before  it  on 
other  bases  —  as  appeals  or  questions  of  le- 
gality or  effect  as  raised  by  authorized 
church  agencies.  Only  two  items  on  thee 
October   docket  seek  declaratory  de- 
cisions —  lay  election  to  the  episcopacy 
and  the  Memphis  financial  question. 

Youth  Plan 
Changes  for  1973 

NASHVILLE,  Tennessee  (UMI)  -  Hit 
"Good  Ship  Youth  Empowerment,"  whicl 
set  sail  with  much  fanfare  at  the  1970  St  j 
Louis  United  Methodist  General  Con' I 
ference,  has  redirected  its  course  for  197?.' 
after  several  stormy  days  here  Augus 
21-30. 

At  times  during  the  annual  meeting  o 
the  United  Methodist  Council  on  Youtl 
Ministries  (UMCYM)  it  appeared  th 
"ship"  might  completely  sink  amidst  chao 
and  frustration. 

The  33-member  UMCYM,  formed  b; 
the  1970  Conference  in  response  to  call 
for  youthful  self-determination,  is  charge' 
with  "unifying  the  ministry  with  youf 


throughout  the  church." 

The  eight-day  meeting  began  with  no 
chairperson.  Rambling  discussions  of  pur- 
pose resulted  in  accusations  from  third 
world  (non-white)  members  that  the 
council  was  insensitive  and  apathetic.  Sev- 
eral youth  expressed  distrust  of  five  new 
adult  members  put  on  the  council  by  ac- 
tion of  the  recent  1972  General  Con- 
ference. At  one  point  the  white  members 
caucused  in  the  wake  of  a  third-world 
caucus  walk-out  to  "reflect"  on  their 
"whiteness," 

Youth  staff  members  were  admonished 
not  to  speak  at  times  and  some  voting 
members  refused  to  participate  in  the  dis- 
cussion. Adults  were  cautious  about  speak- 
ing for  fear  of  being  charged  with  "taking 
over." 

Much  of  the  frustration  at  the  meeting 
was  due  to  the  absence  of  a  large  number 
of  council  members  (10  or  more),  no  ad- 
vance planning  on  agenda  and  process,  and 
lack  of  continuity  in  membership  from 
year  to  year.Membership  selection  calls  for 
a  rotation  basis  which  means  that  each  year 
there  are  10  new  youth  members  and  two 
or  three  new  adult  members. 


Five  jurisdictional  youth  caucuses 
choose  five  adult  members  and  20  youth, 
10  of  whom  must  be  non-white.  The  re- 
maining eight  persons  represent  the  staffs 
of  several  church  boards  and  agencies. 

Barbe  Spies,  North  Syracuse,  N.  Y.,  an 
18-year-old  who  will  be  a  freshman  at  Den- 
ver University  this  fall,  was  elected  chair- 
person of  the  Council,  the  fourth  woman 
to  serve  consecutively  in  that  position. 
Elected  vice  chairperson  was  Tim  Bagwell, 
Cuthbert,  Ga.,  an  18-year-old  who  will  be  a 
freshman  at  Oxford  College  of  Emory  Uni- 
versity this  fall.  Miss  Spies  has  been  active 
in  the  National  United  Methodist  Women's 
Caucus.  Bagwell  has  been  president  of  the 
South  Georgia  Conference  Youth  Council. 

Following  the  establishment  of  an  a- 
genda  committee  near  the  end  of  the 
fourth  day,  the  Council  began  to  reconcile 
some  differences  and  consider  common 
goals. 

1  Third  World  Empowerment 

2  Liberation  of  Women  and  Elimination  of 

Sex  Stereotypes 

3  Draft  Education  and  Resistance  to 

Militarism 

(Continued  on  page  31) 
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NEW  APPOINTMENT 

Bishop  Robert  M.  Blackburn  has  an- 
nounced the  appointment  of  Richard 
Eugene  Parsons  to  the  Rougemont  Charge, 
Durham  District,  effective  Sept.  1,  1972. 

C.  D.  Barclift 
Durham  District  Superintendent 

Mt.  Carmel  UM  Church,  Monroe,  ob- 
served its  Annual  Homecoming  Sept.  10 
with  the  Rev.  John  Petty  of  the  Gilkie 
Charge  as  the  speaker.  Revival  services 
began  Sunday  night,  Sept.  17,  and  con- 
tinued through  Wednesday  night.  Rev. 
James  R.  Faggart,  pastor  of  the  Waxhaw 
UM  Church  was  the  guest  preacher. 


Homecoming  is  scheduled  for  Sunday, 
Sept.  24,  at  First  UM  Church,  China  Grove. 
Rev.  Curtis  L.  Sides,  pastor  of  the  David- 
son Charge,  will  preach. 

*  *  *  * 

Carr  UM  Church,  Durham,  will  have 
homecoming  on  Oct.  8  with  the  Rev. 
Robert  W.  Morgan,  pastor  of  Mt.  Zion  UM 
Church  in  Garner,  preaching  at  the  morn- 
ing worship  service. 

*  *  *  * 

Marvin  UM  Church,  Rocky  Mount,  had 
its  annual  homecoming  Sept.  10  with  Rev. 
David  E.  Daniels  of  Louisburg  College  as 
guest  speaker. 

*  *  *  * 

Forty  ministers  from  the  Goldsboro 
District  held  a  business,  work  and  fellow- 
ship session  at  Camp  Don  Lee  on  Sept. 
11-12.  Among  other  activities  the  group 
cleaned  up  the  camp  grounds.  Bishop 
Robert  W.  Blackburn  was  present  and 
conducted  devotionals. 


Dr.  M.  L.  Husted,  Associate  Pastor  of 
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Duke  Memorial  Church,  Durham  is  now 
convalescing  at  home  after  hospitalization 
at  Rochester,  Minnesota  following  a  critical 
illness.  He  is  now  being  permitted  to  have 
vistors  at  his  home  at  214  West  Markham 
Avenue. 

*  *  * 

Miss  Mary  E.  Bethea,  a  deaconess  of  the 
WNC  Conference  who  has  been  active  in 
education  work  and  in  the  work  of  the 
Women's  Society,  is  spending  the  next 
several  months  in  study  at  the  Institute  of 
Gerontology  of  the  University  of  Michigan. 
In  order  to  pursue  the  studies,  she  has  been 
granted  a  sabbatical  leave  by  the  Board  of 
Missions.  The  study  is  in  preparation  for  her 
becoming  the  Director  of  Brooks-Howell 
Home  in  the  summer  of  1973.  A  Federal 
grant  and  also  one  from  the  Women's 
Society  of  the  WNC  Conference  have  been 
awarded  Miss  Bethea  in  connection  with 
this  undertaking. 

*  *  * 

The  Knightdale  UM  Church  is  to 
observe  Homecoming  on  next  Sunday, 
Sept.  24,  with  a  former  pastor,  Rev.  Wilbur 
I.  Jackson,  as  guest  preacher.  Mr.  Jackson  is 
now  minister  of  Page  Memorial  Church, 
Aberdeen.  The  Knightdale  Church  had 
extended  an  invitation  to  guests  and  friends 
to  share  in  the  morning  service  and  in  din- 
ner on  the  grounds  thereafter.  The  Rev. 
W.M.  Wells  is  pastor  of  the  church.  Revival  I 
services  took  place  at  the  church  on  Sept. 
17  through  21  with  the  Rev.  Vernon  C. 
Tyson  of  Wesley  Memorial  UM  Church, 
Wilmington  as  guest  preacher. 

*  *  * 

Another  Homecoming  scheduled  next 
week  (Sept.  24)  is  at  First  Church,  Havelock 
where  the  Rev.  J.W.  Lineberger,  superin- 
tendent of  the  Methodist  Children's  Home 
in  Raleigh,  is  to  be  the  visiting  speaker.  A 
buffet  luncheon  is  to  be  served  following 
the  service,  according  to  announcement  by 
Rev.  W.C.  Teachey,  pastor. 


The  Rev.  George  W.  Rudisill,  who 
superintends  the  Thomasville  District  will 
assist  in  revival  services  at  First  Church, 
Mocksville,  on  Sunday,  Sept.  24  through 
the  26th.  The  opening  service  is  Sunday 
morning;  other  services  are  each  evening  at 
7:30.  He  will  also  speak  to  the  men  of  the 
church  at  a  noon  luncheon  on  Monday. 
Rev.  D.A.  Hamilton  is  in  his  second  year  as 
pastor. 

*  *  * 

Lebanon  Church,  High  Point  celebrated 
its  107th  anniversary  with  Homecoming 
observances  on  Sunday,  Sept.  17.  Former 
pastor  Worth  Sweet  came  back  to  preach  at 
the  morning  worship  service.  The  Rev.  L. 
Lewis  VunCannon  is  currently  pastor  of 
this  near-500  member  congregation. 

*  *  * 

The  Rev.  J.K.  Kinkle,  approved  confer- 
ence evangelist  of  the  NC  Conference 
recently  participated  in  a  camp  meeting  in 
Texas.  Called  the  ''Hill  Country  Cowboy 
Camp  Meeting",  it  is  interdenominational  in 
character.  Mr.  Kinkle's  address  is  125  Main 
St.,Laurinburg,N.C.  28352. 

*  *  * 

The  Rev.  J.J.  Powell  has  announced 
that  Proximity  Church,  Greensboro  is  plan- 
ning for  Homecoming  observances  on  Sun- 
day, Sept.  24.  The  Rev.  R.  Clem  Goforth, 
now  retired,  who  was  pastor  of  the  church 
from  1941  to  1947,  will  come  back  to 
preach  at  the  the  1  1  o'clock  service. 

*  *  * 

)  Central  Church,  Asheboro  held  a  revival 
.meeting  Sept.  17-20,  with  the  pastor,  Rev. 
,G.  Howard  Allred,  doing  the  preaching. 
iMusical  direction  was  by  David  Traynham, 
the  Asheboro  High  School  choral  director, 
with  Mrs.  Kitty  Upchurch  and  Miss  Nellie 
Bescher  serving  respectively  as  organist  and 
pianist.  Allred  was  appointed  to  Central, 
Asheboro  last  June  after  serving  an  eight- 
year  pastorate  at  Epworth  Church,  Con- 
cord. 
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4  Hunger,  Overpopulation,  and  Eviron- 

mental  Stewardship 

5  Reconciliation  of  Value  Systems  and 


Life  Styles 

A  major  shift  in  the  overall  funding  pro- 
cedure of  youth  ministry  will  be  inau- 
gurated in  1973.  Since  the  Council  was  es- 
tablished in  1970  it  has  retained  for  admin- 
istration and  special  projects  70  percent  of 
the  funds  raised  by  youth  across  the 
church.  Annual  conference  youth  organi- 
zations have  kept  the  remaining  30  per- 
cent. In  1973  the  percentage  ratio  will  be 
reversed  with  UMCYM  keeping  30  percent 
and  the  annual  conference  keeping  70  per- 
cent. Conferences  may  use  no  more  than 
one  third  of  their  funds  for  admin- 
istration; one  third  must  be  used  for  in- 
conference  projects  and  one  third  must  be 
used  for  out-of-conference  projects. 

The  national  UMCYM  will  continue  to 
serve  in  a  "broker"  relationship  to  connect 
conferences  with  possible  projects.  The 
Council  plans  to  spend  a  total  of  $10,000 
for  two  third-world  projects  during  1973  as 
compared  to  the  30  projects  they  are  fund- 
ing with  approximately  $100,000  in  1972. 

Gary  Thomas,  UMCYM  staff  member 
from  Dayton,  said  the  new  funding  policy 
is  another  step  the  Council  has  taken  in  the 
direction  of  empowering  youth  at  the  an- 
nual conference  level. 

The  Council  is  expecting  $260,000 
from  annual  conference  sources  during 
1973.  The  Youth  Fund  has  experienced  a 
decrease  of  approximately  15  percent  each 
year  since  1964. 

In  other  actions  the  Council  voted  to 
move  its  Dayton  staff  to  Nashville  January 
1,  1973.  When  youth  are  selected  for  one- 
year  staff  jobs  next  July  the  Council  plans 
to  have  five  staff  positions  in  Nashville  and 
two  in  Washington.  Currently  11  persons 
are  serving  in  seven  staff  positions:  four  in 
Nashville,  four  in  Dayton,  and  three  in 
Washington. 

James  Ling,  a  native  of  Malaysia  who 
works  primarily  with  Youth  Service  Fund 
education,  is  the  only  on-going,  fully  sal- 
aried member  of  the  UMCYM  staff.  Youth 
staff  members  serve  one  year  each,  usually 
on  subsistence  salaries. 

Next  meeting  for  the  Council  is  sched- 
uled for  December  28-January  1. 
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'I  LOST  A  FRIEND  LAST  WEEK' 

David  C.  Creech 

Well,  Lord,  I  lost  a  friend  last  week  and  I'm  feeling  down.  The  letter  came  yesterday, 
and  my  heart  is  broken.  It's  so  hard  to  lose  a  friend.  I  remember  his  strong  grip  and  I 
sunburned  arms  and  face  and  sparking  blue  eyes  and  easy  laugh.  Lord,  I  sure  miss  him. 

Remember  the  first  time  I  saw  Hubert  that  hot  July  in  the  Georgia  sun?  I  can  still  hear 
his  voice  echoing  across  the  field  as  he  drove  his  cows  up  to  the  barn.  He  gave  love  and  a 
head  of  cabbage  or  a  mess  of  beans  or  a  basket  of  apples  or  a  sack  of  corn. 

It  wasn't  so  much  what  he  said— it  was  what  he  didn't  say.  Never  heard  him  say 
anything  against  a  person.  Hubert  always  found  something  good  to  say  about  a  body. 
And  Lord,  when  I  needed  him— when  I  was  way  down  in  the  dumps,  he  always  came  by  the 
parsonage  with  a  load  of  vegetables.  Love  in  a  mess  of  fresh  vegetables,  that's  what  it 
was  . .  .  hope  in  dirty  overalls .  .  .  wisdom  with  a  chew  of  tobacco  in  the  side  of  his 
mouth  .  .  .  gentleness  with  callouses  on  his  hands  . .  .  strength  with  a  soft  Southern 
drawl. 

Lord,  you  remember  when  we  had  the  young  people  do  that  special  program  with  the 
long  hair  and  the  drums  and  the  guitars  and  that  loud  bass?  And  everybody  was  grum- 
bling about  it  and  the  adults  threatened  to  leave  the  church?  Remember  when  everything 
got  real  quiet  what  Hubert  said?  "Well,  it's  their  church  too."  That's  what  he  said  and 
that  was  the  end  of  that. 

And  remember  when  little  eight-year-old  Melanie  died  and  I  couldn't  speak  for  the 
tears  in  my  voice,  and  Hubert  put  his  arm  around  me  and  stayed  by  me  until  I  could  go 
on?  Or  how  about  the  time  we  walked  over  his  farm,  and  he  snowed  me  where  his  family 
lived  when  he  was  a  boy  and  he  told  of  reading  the  Bible  with  his  old  mamma  and  daddy 
around  the  fireplace?  And  remember  how  he  loved  all  living  things:  that  old  oak  in  his 
front  yard  or  those  flowers  he  and  Flora  were  always  taking  to  the  sick  folks  or  the  little 
field  mouse,  or  the  sparrows  nesting  in  his  barn  or  those  sassy  squirrels  that  played  in  his 
front  yard  or  the  fat  old  mule  that  the  retired  to  pasture  or  that  family  of  red  foxes  that 
bothered  his  neighbors  chickens  or  the  deer  that  ate  his  corn? 

Oh  Lord,  Hubert  loved  and  understood  lite  better  than  most  folks.  I  sure  do  miss  him. 
You  just  take  care  of  him  and  tell  him  I  love  him! 


The  Rev.  Mr.  Creech  is  associate  minister  of  First  United  Methodist  Church,  Hendersonville. 
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NEW  DIRECTOR 
NAMED  AT  HPC 

James  R.  Willis,  Jr.,  has  been  appointed 
director  of  informational  services  at  High 
Point  College.  He  will  direct  the  activities 
of  the  News  Bureau,  assist  in  the  pro- 
duction of  the  College  Bulletin  and  "High- 
points"  newsletter,  teach  a  survey  course  in 
journalism  and  supervise  the  Hi-Po  college 
newspaper. 

Willis  comes  to  the  college  from  South- 
ern State  College  in  Magnolia,  Akr.,  where 
he  has  been  an  instructor  in  journalism  for 
the  past  two  years.  He  received  a  B.A.  de- 
gree in  journalism  from  the  University  of 
Mississippi  and  is  now  writing  his  master's 
thesis. 

ttt 

METHODIST  COLLEGE 

HAS  TRANSFER  AGREEMENT 

Methodist  College  began  a  direct  trans- 
fer agreement  with  14  fully  accredited 
junior  colleges  as  classes  began  Aug.  24. 

Under  the  new  aggreement,  students 
holding  associate  degrees  from  approved 
junior  colleges  automatically  receive  credit 
for  two  years  of  academic  work  toward  ful- 
fillment of  graduation  requirements  at 
Methodist  College. 

Junior  colleges  in  North  Carolina  ap- 
proved for  the  direct  transfer  program  are 
Brevard  College,  Lees-McRae  College  and 
Louisburg  College. 
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What  a  joy  it  is  to  be  among  the  Methodist  people  of  the  great  North  Carolina 
Conference!  Since  our  assignment  to  the  Raleigh  Area  we  have  had  some  pleasant 
opportunities  to  get  acquainted.  There  were  leisurely  periods  of  fellowship  with  the 
District  Superintendents  and  Pastors  at  the  annual  Ministers  and  District  Superintendents' 
conferences  at  Lake  Junaluska  the  first  week  in  August.  The  second  week  in  August  we 
spent  at  "R  and  R"  at  Fayetteville  and  met  more  than  five  hundred  ministers  and  lay 
persons. 

The  third  week  in  August  we  were  involved  in  moving  from  Orlando  to  Raleigh.  And 
the  fourth  week  we  spent  two  days  in  Raleigh  and  three  days  visiting  forty-eight  of  the 
parsonage  families  in  the  Durham  District. 

My  first  sermon  in  a  local  church  was  at  Hatteras,  the  farthest  distance  from  Raleigh. 
We  had  a  delightful  week-end  seeing  "The  Lost  Colony"  on  Saturday  night  and  then 
worshipping  at  Hatteras  on  Sunday.  The  week-end  left  us  thrilled  by  the  rich,  early 
history  of  this  great  state. 

From  all  over  the  Conference  we  have  received  greetings  of  cordial  welcome.  Our 
hearts  have  been  warmed  by  the  charm  and  friendliness  of  the  wonderful  folks  of  North 
Carolina.  We  are  thrilled  and  excited  over  the  prospects  of  serving  here. 

My  hopes  and  dreams  of  the  immediate  future  include  the  following: 

(1)  A  deepening  of  the  spiritual  life  of  every  Methodist  Home  in  our  Conference. 

(2)  The  development  of  the  Key-73  program  of  evangelism  that  will  bring  many  persons 
to  an  acceptance  of  Christ  as  Lord  and  Savior. 

(3)  A  new  concern  for,  and  a  broader  interest  in,  the  Methodist  colleges  of  our  state. 

(4)  A  great  missionary  passion  that  will  result  in  the  growth  of  our  Advance  Mission 
Special  giving,  including  our  $100,000  for  A  Church  Center  in  New  Delhi,  India. 

(5)  A  genuine  spirit  of  Christian  love  that  will  unite  us  in  devoted  service  to  Christ  and 
His  Church. 

I  would  remind  you  that  the  1972  General  Conference  has  set  as  one  of  the  major 
priorities  of  United  Methodism  the  support  of  Black  Colleges  in  Methodism.  We  have  one 
of  the  outstanding  Black  colleges  in  the  nation  within  the  bounds  of  North  Carolina. 
During  this  period  of  transition,  moving  from  the  support  of  Race  Relations  Day,  to  the 
support  of  the  Special  Appeal  for  Black  Colleges,  it  is  urgent  that  we  Methodists  of  North 
Carolina  respond  to  the  urgent  need  for  funds  at  Bennett  College.  Many  of  you  have 
visited  the  campus  and  know  something  of  its  splendid  program.  All  of  us  have  come  in 
contact  with  outstanding  graduates  of  this  fine  college.  It  is  my  hope  that  the  people  of 
our  Conference  will  respond  with  generous  support  of  this  excellent  educational 
institution.  We  urge  the  pastors  to  put  this  appeal  before  their  congregations  and  give 
them  full  opportunity  to  respond  to  this  vital  need. 
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Teach 
Him 
To 
Pray 
and  He'll 
Always 
Have 
A  Friend 

by  Robert  V.  Dodd 

Some  time  ago  I  saw  an  advertisement 
for  one  of  our  nation's  larger  telephone 
companies  which  pictured  a  little  boy  with 
a  lost  expression  on  his  face  and  a  tear  on 
his  cheek,  holding  a  telephone  receiver  in 
his  hand.  Across  the  top  of  the  page  in 
bold  letters  were  these  words:  "Teach  him 
to  dial  '0'  and  he'll  always  have  a  friend. " 
What  a  comforting  thought  for  a  child:  to 
know  that  wherever  he  or  she  goes, 
whether  hopelessly  lost  in  strange  sur- 
roundings or  in  trouble  and  in  need  of 
assistance,  all  one  has  to  do  is  go  to  the 
nearest  phone  and  dial  "0"-help  will  soon 
be  on  the  way!  Borrowing  from  Madison 
Avenue's  advertising  imagery ,  we,  too, 
could  picture  a  little  boy  with  a  lost  ex- 
pression his  face  and  a  tear  on  his  cheek, 
but  holding  a  Bible  in  his  hand.  And  our 
caption  would  read,  "TEACH  HIM  TO 
PRAY  AND  HE'LL  ALWAYS  HAVE  A 
FRIEND." 

The  Rev.  Mr.  Dodd  is  minister  of  Cashiers  UM 
Church. 


Once  when  I  was  a  little  boy  I  asked  my 
mother  if  she  were  dying  what  would  be 
the  last  words  that  she  would  say  to 
me— the  most  important  words  that  a 
parent  could  leave  a  child.  Her  reply  was, 
"Always  trust  in  Jesus:  He  is  a  friend  that 
you  can  rely  on."  My  mother  died  when  I 
was  eleven  years  old,  but  I  never  forgot 
those  words.  Oh  sure,  some  theologian 
could  have  said  it  better-with  a  more 
refined  style.  But  sometimes  theological 
polishing  takes  the  heart  out  of  a  statement 
and  leaves  us  with  a  lifeless  and  irrelevant 
carcass. 

Hera's  the  Greatest  Friend  in  life 
waiting  for  us  to  pour  out  our  hearts  to 
Him  and  get  quiet  enough  to  hear  what  he 
has  to  say  to  us.  If  we  can  learn  to  pray,  to 
really  pray,  then  we  will  always  have  a 
Friend.  Jesus  taught  that  man  ought  always 
to  pray  and  not  to  lose  heart.  The  Apostle 
Paul  said  that  we  should  pray  constantly. 

Many  imaginative  children  go  through  a 
stage  of  development  when  they  have  an 
"invisible  playmate."  Wouldn't  it  be  won- 
derful if  we  could  teach  them  to  pray 
through  use  of  their  imagination?  To 
teach  them  about  a  Special  Friend  named 
Jesus,  who  is  always  there— somewhat  like 
their  invisible  playmate  because  He  is  there 
but  they  can't  see  Him.  But  He  is  not  like 
their  "let's  pretend"  friend  in  the  sense 
that  He  does  not  belong  to  them  alone.  He 
is  the  Friend  of  others  as  well.  And  this 
very  special  Friend  wants  what's  best  for 
each  of  us.  He  doesn't  want  us  to  do  things 
that  will  hurt  us  or  others— He  wants  us  to 
do  things  to  help;  not  hurt.  This  concept  of 
the  INVISIBLE  FRIEND  is  not  new,  Dr. 
Leslie  Weatherhead  spoke  of  it  some  years 
ago.  And  yet,  to  teach  children  that  they 
have  a  Special  Friend  who  is  closer  to  them 
than  even  Mommy  or  Daddy,  Someone 
with  whom  they  can  share  their  deepest 
secrets— greatest  fears  and  highest  hopes, 
that  would  indeed  be  the  highest  quality  of 
religious  education:  something  that  they 
could  carry  with  them  for  a  lifetime.  It  is  a 
concept  that  some  of  us  learn  later  in  life, 
and  far  too  many  of  us  never  learn  at  all. 
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New  Chair  of  Evangelism 
Created  at  Emory 


A  new  Chair  of  Evangelism  has  been 
established  at  Emory  University's  Candler 
School  of  Theology  and  classes  began  this 
September. 

James  B.  Buskirk,  a  member  of  the 
North  Mississippi  Conference  of  The 
United  Methodist  Church,  has  been  named 
to  fill  the  new  post. 

The  Chair  of  Evangelism  has  been  cre- 
ated in  response  to  a  heartening  concern 
among  the  laity  for  "the  contagious  nature 
of  the  Gospel,"  Dean  James  T.  Laney  of 
Candler  said. 

During  the  past  year  a  campaign  spear- 
headed by  a  young  North  Georgia  church- 
man, Hubert  Nail  Jr.,  developed  impressive 
support.  Approximately  $30,000  has  been 
received  on  pledges  of  $75,000  to  be  paid 
over  the  next  three  years.  A  $500,000  en- 
dowment is  being  sought  for  permanent 
funding  of  the  new  professorship. 

By  observation  and  internship,  students 
will  be  exposed  to  contemporary  forms  of 
evangelism  which  have  proved  effective, 
Dean  Laney  said. 

During  his  graduate  studies  Mr.  Buskirk 
developed  a  new  creative  form  of  evang- 
elism called  "Motivation  for  Ministry," 
which  has  brought  remarkable  responses  in 
more  than  one  hundred  churches  in  the 
Southeast  and  beyond. 

Mr.  Buskirk's  appointment  at  Candler 
coincides  with  a  cooperative  continent- 
wide  call  to  Christ  known  as  "Key  73." 
Both  clergy  and  laity  are  beginning  inten- 
sive efforts,  searching  for  best  ways  to 
communicate  "God's  good  news." 

Mr.  Buskirk  earned  his  A.B.  degree  from 
Millsaps  College  in  1955  and  his  Master  of 
Divinity  degree  from  Candler  in  1959, 
serving  student  pastorates  all  the  while.  He 
served  full-time  pastorates  in  Mississippi  for 
ten  years  prior  to  beginning  his  graduate 
studies  at  Emory  in  1969.  He  will  soon  be 


awarded  the  Doctor  of  Sacred  Theology 
degree. 

The  new  professor  of  evangelism  grew 
up  in  a  Methodist  parsonage.  His  wife,  the 
former  Nancy  Merritt,  is  a  graduate  of 
Emory.  They  have  two  children,  Chris, 
eight,  and  Angela,  six. 
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EDITORIAL 

World  Order, 

World  Order  Sunday,  October  15, 
should  be  an  occasion  for  both  thanks- 
giving and  soul-searching.  The  world  has 
taken  steps  toward  a  more  ordered  exis- 
tence. Such  steps  have  come  in  spite  of 
mounting  complexities  in  human  relation- 
ships. 

Our  world  today  is  "one  world"  in  a 
more  complete  sense  than  ever  before.  The 
rapid  growth  in  population,  the  improved 
worldwide  systems  of  communication,  the 
sharply  increased  means  of  transportation 
have  all  conspired  to  throw  people  together 
in  one  great  marketplace.  Nations,  races 
and  cultures  from  widely  divergent  back- 
grounds have  had  their  protective  barriers 
torn  down. 

Almost  suddenly— in  terms  of  history's 
movement— the  divergent  peoples  of  the 
world  have  been  brought  into  close  rela- 
tionship. The  resulting  strain  and  tension 
has  obviously  been  great.  Here  and  there  in 
the  last  few  years  the  strains  have  been  too 
great  for  containment,  and  disharmony  and 
disorder  have  erupted.  Reversion  to  open 
warfare  has  come  about  again  and  again. 

But  also,  there  are  many  instances 
where  differences  have  been  resolved  with- 
out recourse  to  war.  Nation  have  often- 
and  we  hope  with  increasing  frequency- 
arbitrated  their  differences  at  the  council 
table  rather  than  on  the  battlefield. 

The  old  League  of  Nations  was  a  move 
in  the  right  direction,  and  before  its  demise 
in  1946  it  did  serve  significantly  the  inter- 
ests of  peace  and  harmony.  The  United 
Nations,  which  inherited  its  assets  (about 
$12  million)  and  its  headaches,  has  filled  a 
crucial  need  in  the  struggle  for  World 
Order.  Its  critics  brand  it  as  ineffectual 
with  built-in  weaknesses  which  will  always 
handicap  its  efforts.  Its  ardent  champions, 
on  the  other  hand,  give  it  high  grades  for 
achievement  and  look  to  it  as  the  world's 
best  hope  for  a  more  firm  establishment  of 
peace  and  order  in  the  world. 
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We  see  nothing  to  be  gained  by  attack- 
ing the  United  Nations  as  some  are  doing. 
This  is  not  to  say  that  the  UN  has  an  un- 
tarnished record,  or  that  its  structure  is  not 
weak  at  some  points.  Its  manner  of  repre- 
sentation leaves  much  to  be  desired.  The 
small  nation  of  Oman,  for  instance,  with  a 
750,000  population  has  equal  voting  power 
in  the  General  Assembly  with  Japan  which 
has  a  population  in  excess  of  100  million. 
In  the  Security  Council  certain  nations 
have  permanent  seats  with  the  power  of  veto. 

Further  evidence  of  the  weakness  of  the 
UN  is  the  fact  that  it  has  no  police  force  of 
its  own;  therefore,  its  peace-keeping  poten- 
tial is  largely  dependent  upon  the  coopera- 
tion of  member  nations.  Futhermore,  its 
members  are  often  aligned,  and  they  often 
vote,  as  political  blocs  rather  than  as  truly 
independent  entities. 

As  a  consequence  of  these  factors  the 
UN  has  been  singularly  impotent  in  dealing 
with  the  really  serious  eruptions  of  vio- 
lence in  the  world.  Among  such  eruptions 
we  would  mention  the  unresolved  conflict 
in  Vietnam,  the  trouble  in  North  Ireland 
and  in  the  Middle  East,  and  the  outbreak 
of  war  between  India  and  Pakistan.  Con- 
cerning the  latter,  the  president  of  the 
General  Assembly,  Indonesia's  Adam  Malik 
frankly  stated:  "Our  inability  to  prevent 
the  outbreak  of  war  between  India  and  I 
Pakistan,  and  even  more  seriously,  to  put  a 
stop  to  it  once  it  had  broken  out,  causing 
death  and  suffering  to  millions,  stands  as  a  i 
grave  setback  to  our  organization." 

However,  all  is  not  on  the  negative  side. 
Through  its  Security  Council,  its  Economic 
and  Social  Council,  its  Trusteeship  Council 
and  its  International  Court  of  Justice  it  has 
accomplished  a  great  deal  which  has  not 
gotten  into  the  headlines.  Moreover,  it  has 
operated  some  twelve  specialized  agencies 
all  the  way  from  a  World  Bank  to  a  Food 
and  Agriculture  Organization.  Through 
these  varied  operations  it  has  worked  to 
bring  about  uniform  standards,  a  normal- 
izing of  relationships,  and  assistance  for 
developing  nations.  It  has  been  a  medium 
through  which  technological  information 
has  been  shared.  It  has  provided  a  great 


"town  meeting"  of  the  world  whereby 
differences  have  been  aired  and  various 
views  debated.  It  has  been  a  vehicle  for 
bringing  relief  and  emergency  assistance  in 
times  of  disaster.  Much  that  has  been  ac- 
complished along  all  of  these  lines  would 
have  been  left  undone  but  for  the  UN. 

However,  the  concern  of  the  Church  for 
World  Order  must  go  beyond  the  ideals  of 
the  UN.  We  believe  that  this  is  God's  world 
and  all  beings  and  things  within  it  belong 
to  Him.  The  entire  Universe  came  into  exis- 
tence at  His  will  and  through  His  power.  It 
bears  the  marks  of  an  orderliness  which 
applies  to  all  phases  of  its  existence-even 
down  to  the  most  minute  unit  of  matter. 
Moreover,  it  is  no  rash  leap  to  conclude 
that  all  forms  of  life  and  reality  are  part  of 
an  ultimate  design,  a  master  plan. 

Whether  we  delve  into  mathematics  or 
chemistry  or  astronomy  we  find  ourselves 
dealing  with  precise  and  immutable  laws 
upon  which  we  can  depend  with  surety. 
The  Creator  has  established  the  physical 
universe  upon  law  and  order.  Bur  when  we 
turn  to  the  realm  of  the  moral  and  ethical, 
i  we  find  ourselves  in  a  world  which  is  strang- 
ly  different  from  the  world  of  the  scientist. 

In  the  scientific  world,  all  elements  are 
precise  and  given;  they  are  arbitrarily  fixed, 
i   law  by  law,  measure  by  measure,  element 

I  by  element.  In  the  moral  and  ethical  realm 
we  find  ourselves  dealing  with  values  that 
are  imprecise.  Law  gives  way  to  lawlessness 
and  order  to  disorder.  Why?  It  would 
appear  that  in  moral  and  spiritual  matters 
the  Creator  has  chosen  to  let  liberty  hang 
out;  to  bestow  upon  Man  a  wide-ranging 
freedom  of  choice;  to  have  it  as  we  would 
choose  it  and  not  necessarily  as  He  has 
fixed  it. 

Does  this  mean  that  the  God  who 

I I  created  law  and  order  in  the  physical  uni- 
|  verse  has  ordained  disorder  and  lawlessness 
i  f  for  the  realm  of  the  moral  and  ethical? 

i  Does  it  mean  that  the  same  Creator  who 
i-  brought  into  existence  a  tidy  physical  uni- 
j  verse  could  do  no  better  than  to  formulate 
j  |  a  sloppy  and  disordered  moral  realm?  This 
i  much  seems  clear:  that  when  it  came  to  the 
H    higher  realm  of  the  moral  and  spiritual  and 


An  Elusive  Goal 

ethical,  God  was  concerned  to  progenerate 
children  made  in  His  own  image,  capable  of 
sharing  with  Him  the  higher  sensitivities; 
able  to  think  His  thoughts  after  Him,  and 
to  enter  into  a  sublime  partnership  with 
Him.  Puppets  bound  by  law,  creatures 
compelled  by  exterior  forces,  could  never 
become  such  children.  The  risk  God  took 
was  great,  but  the  goal  He  sought  was 
deemed  to  be  worth  the  risk. 

We  see,  then,  the  design  of  God  as  being 
to  draw  all  men  up  to  Himself;  not  to  bring 
Himself  down  to  the  despicable  level  to 
which  Man  often  falls.  As  we  think  of  God, 
the  moral  and  ethical  Being,  we  know  that 
with  Him  there  is  no  variance  from  Truth, 
Justice  and  Righteousness.  Though  He  per- 
mits for  a  time  and  in  the  setting  of  this 
world  variations  from  Truth,  Justice  and 
Righteousness,  these  remain  in  His  order  of 
things,  in  His  Kingdom,  as  irrevocable  as  is 
the  law  that  two  plus  two  equals  four. 

God's  generosity  in  permitting  us  such 
great  freedom  of  choice,  therefore,  should 
not  be  interpreted  as  weakness,  nor  as  tol- 
erance on  his  part  of  falsehood,  injustice 
and  wickedness.  God  wants  all  people  to 
come  to  him,  to  accept  his  spirit  and  his 
ways;  to  choose,  of  their  own  free  will,  life 
and  light,  truth  and  justice,  goodness  and 
purity. 

If  Christ  reveals  anything  at  all  about 
God,  he  reveals  all  of  this.  And  he  reveals 
something  more:  that  woven  into  God's 
allegiance  to  Truth,  Justice  and  Righteous- 
ness is  an  element  of  Love,  Mercy  and 
Compassion.  If  an  apple  falls  from  a  tree, 
the  law  of  gravity  dictates  absolutely  that 
it  shall  hit  the  ground.  But  if  a  human 
beings  falls,  the  functioning  of  an  absolute 
law  may  be  abrogated,  suspended,  nulli- 
fied. So  the  grace  of  God  moved  by  love 
and  mercy  can  abrogate  the  law  that  sin 
must  inevitably  bring  spiritual  death. 

Does  all  of  this  have  anything  to  do 
with  World  Order  Sunday?  We  think  so! 
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Program  Announced  For 
Duke  Convocation,  Pastors'  School 


DURHAM-The  new  wing  of  the  Duke 
University  Divinity  School  will  be 
dedicated  during  this  year's  Divinity 
School  Convocation  and  N.  C.  Pastors' 
School,  scheduled  Oct.  30-Nov.  1.  The 
service  will  be  held  in  the  Alumni  Memorial 
Commons  Room  on  Tuesday,  Oct.  31,  at 
2:30  p.m. 

Participants  in  this  service  will  include 
Duke  President  Terry  Sanford,  Divinity 
School  Dean  Thomas  A.  Langford,  Dr. 
Robert  E.  Cushman,  Bishop  Robert  M. 
Blackburn,  Bishop  Earl  G.  Hunt,  Jr., 
Bishop  W.  Kenneth  Goodson,  Dr.  Wilson 
O.  Weldon,  Rev.  G.  Robert  McKenzie,  Dr. 
C.  C.  Barclift,  Dr.  W.  Arthur  Kale  and 
Arthur  L.  Allen. 

The  Convocation  and  Pastors'  School 
will  open  with  registration  at  2  p.m.,  Oct. 
30.  Bishop  Robert  M.  Blackburn,  episcopal 
leader  of  the  Raleigh  Area,  will  be  the 
speaker  for  the  Bishop's  Hour  at  3  p.m.  His 
topic  will  be  "Not  Who  We  Are,  But  Whose 
We  Are."  Bishop  Blackburn  was  elected  to 
the  episcopacy  in  July  from  First  United 
Methodist  Church  in  Orlando.  He  had 
served  since  1943  as  a  pastor  in  the  Florida 
Conference,  except  for  a  stint  as  chaplain 
in  World  War  II.  Bishop  Earl  G.  Hunt,  Jr., 
will  join  Bishop  Blackburn  on  the  Bishops' 
Panel  following  the  address. 

The  James  A.  Gray  lecturer  this  year 
will  be  Dr.  Ray  C.  Petry  of  Lacey,  Washing- 
ton. He  will  give  four  lectures  on  the  over- 
all topic  of  "Church  History  as  Mediator  of 
Christian  Tradition  Through  the  Arts."  Dr. 
Petry  is  James  B.  Duke  Professor  Emeritus 
of  Church  History,  Duke  University 
Divinity  School  and  Graduate  School.  A 
member  of  the  Duke  faculty  from 
1937-72,  he  was  appointed  to  the  James  B. 
Duke  professorship  in  1964.  His  lectures 
are  scheduled  for  Monday  evening  at  8, 
Tuesday  at  1 1  a.m.  and  8  p.m.,  and 
Wednesday  morning  at  1 1 . 

Dr.  Edmund  A.  Steimle  from  Union 


Theological  Seminary  in  New  York  will  be 
the  Convocation  Preacher.  He  will  preach 
two  sermons— a  Reformation  Day  sermon, 
"Up  a  Tree,"  on  Oct.  3  1  at  9  a.m.,  and  an 
All  Saints  Day  sermon,  "And  How  Does  It 
All  End?",  on  Nov.  1  at  9  a.m.  Dr.  Steimle 
has  been  Brown  Professor  of  Homiletics  at 
Union  since  1961.  He  was  the  James  A. 
Gray  Lecturer  at  Duke  in  1966. 

The  two  Frank  S.  Hickman  lectures 
will  be  by  Dr.  Emerson  S.  Colaw,  pastor  of 
Hyde  Park  Community  United  Methodist 
Church  in  Cincinnati.  "The  Seventh  Sin" 
and  "Let  Man  Take  Over"  will  be  his  lec- 
ture subjects  at  10  a.m.  on  Oct.  31  and 
Nov.  1 ,  respectively. 

Alumni  lecturer  at  the  Alumni  Asso- 
ciation Lucheon  on  Tuesday,  Oct.  31,  will 
be  Dr.  W.A.  Kale.  A  member  of  the  WNC 
Conference,  Dr.  Kale  joined  the  Duke 
faculty  in  1952,  where  he  is  professor  of 
Christian  Education.  He  will  speak  on  "We 
Are  Not  Alone." 

The  open  forums  at  4  p.m.  on  Tues- 
day will  offer  opportunity  for  smaller 
group  discussions  with  the  Convocation 
Preacher,  Dr.  Steimle,  and  with  the  Hick- 
man Lecturer,  Dr.  Colaw. 

The  Alumni  Reunion  Classes  will  hold 
a  banquet  on  Monday,  Oct.  30,  at  5:30 
p.m.  Reunion  classes  are  '32,  '37,  '42,  '47, 
'52,  '57,  '62,  and  '67.  Dr.  H.  Shelton 
Smith,  James  B.  Duke  Professor  Emeritus 
of  American  Religious  Thought,  will  be  the 
speaker.  Rev.  G.  Robert  McKenzie,  Eliza- 
beth City  District  superintendent,  is  presi- 
dent of  the  Divinity  School  Alumni  Asso- 
ciation. 

The  annual  Convocation  and  Pastors' 
School  is  sponsored  jointly  by  the  Divinity 
School  of  Duke  University,  the  North 
Carolina  Pastors'  School  (N.  C.  and  WNC 
Conferences),  and  the  Department  of  the 
Ministry,  The  United  Methodist  Church. 
Dr.  McMurry  S.  Richey,  professor  of 
Theology  and  Christian  Nurture  and  direc- 
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tor  of  Continuing  Education,  is  director  of 
the  Convocation.  The  chairman  of  the 
Board  of  Managers  of  the  N.  C.  Pastors' 
School  is  the  Rev.  Paul  Carruth,  Rocky 
Mount  District  superintendent.  Dr.  Thomas 
A.  Langford,  Divinity  School  dean,  is  Con- 


vocation chairman.  This  annual  three-day 
program  brings  together  hundreds  of 
United  Methodist  ministers  and  laymen, 
along  with  Divinity  School  faculty, 
students  and  others  of  the  Duke  University 
communiiy. 


Women's  Forum  To  Discuss 
Family 

RALEIGH-The  Family  of  the  Future 
will  be  the  theme  of  the  North  Carolina 
Women's  Public  Affairs  Forum  to  convene 
in  Greensboro  on  Thursday ,  November  9. 
The  announcement  was  made  today  by 
Mrs.  Phebe  Emmons,  chairman  of  the  1972 
forum,  and  Mrs.  Bert  Tyson,  president  of 
the  North  Carolina  Council  of  Women's 
Organizations  which  sponsors  the  annual 
forum. 

The  forum  will  feature  a  mid-morning 
address  by  Dr.  Lillian  Mohr,  president  of 
the  American  Council  on  Consumer 
Interests  and  associate  professor  of  family 
economics  at  Florida  State  University. 

Mrs.  Margaret  A.  Haywood,  associate 
judge  of  the  Superior  Court  of  the  District 
of  Columbia,  and  former  member  of  the 
District  of  Columbia  Council  by  appoint- 
ment of  the  President  of  the  United  States, 
will  be  the  luncheon  speaker. 

Other  program  participants  will  be 
announced  later,  Mrs.  Emmons  said. 

Reservations  for  the  program  and  lunch- 
eon at  the  Holiday  Inn  Four  Seasons  in 
Greensboro  should  be  sent  to  Mrs.  Marse 
Grant,  1428  Ridge  Road,  Raleigh. 

Members  of  the  planning  committee  in 
addition  to  Mrs.  Emmons  and  Mrs.  Tyson 
are:  Dr.  Frances  Dawson,  vice  chairman, 
Elon  College;  Mrs.  Irby  Walker,  secretary, 
Raleigh;  Mrs.  Leslie  Barnhardt,  treasurer, 


Charlotte.  Also  Mrs.  A.R.  Collins,  Durham; 
Mrs.  Elizabeth  Hartsell,  Kernersville;  Mrs. 
W.  F.  Redding,  Jr.,  Asheboro;  and  Dr. 
Gloria  H.  Blanton,  Raleigh. 

CBS  To  Show  CORA  Film 

CBS  News  will  present  a  30-minute 
color  film  program  on  The  Commission  On 
Religion  in  Appalachia,  Inc.,  (CORA),  a 
cooperative  Church  social  ministry  venture, 
on  its  Look  Up  And  Live  series  October  15 
(Sunday- 10:30  AM-New  York  time). 

CORA  is  sponsored  by  17  religious 
denominations  (including  the  United  Meth- 
odist Church)  and  related  agencies,  and  is 
based  in  Knoxville,  Tenn.  CORA  is  at  work 
in  13-state  mountainous  sector  of  Appala- 
chia, where  30  per  cent  of  the  four  and 
onehalf  million  families  living  in  the  region 
have  an  annual  income  less  than  $3,000. 

The  CBS  television  news  program  will 
concentrate  on  CORA's  involvement  in 
southwest  Virginia  and  eastern  Kentucky. 
Several  CORA-assisted  self-help  projects, 
such  as  a  bakery-carryout,  a  chair  factory, 
and  rabbit  and  feeder  pig  co-ops,  are  oper- 
ated by  local  people. 

The  Rev.  Max  Glenn,  executive  director 
of  CORA,  is  interviewed  during  the  pro- 
gram. Mr.  Glenn  explains  that  CORA  is  an 
"instrumentality"  of  the  ecumenical 
Church  mission  in  Appalachia.  CORA  is 
working  for  the  "enpowerment"  of  the 
Appalachian  poor,  and  is  helping  the 
Church  re-examine  its  social  ministry  role 
in  the  area,  he  says. 


A  Fully  accredited  Baptist  liberal-arts  senior  college.  Strong  in  religion, 
church  music,  business-trust  education  for  undergraduates-training  of 
teachers  and  all  pre-professionals,  including  paramedics. 


Spring  term,  Jan.  3-May  14 

Summer  Sessions,  June  5-July  6  and  July  9-Aug.  10 


1887  -  Write:  Director  of  Admissions,  Box  X,  Buies  Creek,  N.C.  27506 
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The  Garden  of  The  Circus  Tent, 
located  in  sight  of  the  Wright  Monument 
in  Kill  Devil  Hills,  has  been  named  national 
winner  of  the  May  Duff  Walters  Church 
Garden  of  the  year  award. 

This  award,  presented  by  the  National 
Council  of  Garden  Clubs  of  America,  is  one 
of  the  highest  that  can  be  presented  to  a 
garden  created  and  dedicated  to  The  Glory 
of  God. 


ing  spiritual  poetry  and  a  general  atmos- 
phere of  adoration  and  meditation. 

Approximately  40,000  people  spend 
time  in  this  garden  during  the  summer  sea- 
son. 

Last  year  a  stone  formation  created  out 
of  old  Ballast  Rocks  over  which  there  is  a 
waterfall  was  dedicated  to  the  memory  of 
Henry  G.  Ruark,  former  district  superin- 


Circus  Tent  Garden  Wins  National 


Ballast  rock  formation  and  waterfall  dedicated  in 
memory  of  Rev.  Henry  G.  Ruark.  At  the  end  of 
the  bridge  may  be  seen  the  pedestal,  which  has 
poem  written  by  Gibbons  Ruark  inscribed  on  it. 


The  Garden  of  The  Circus  Tent  is  an 
interdenominational  church  project 
sponsored  by  the  Dare  County  Ministerial 
Association  and  The  Dunes  of  Dare  Garden 
Club. 

The  members  of  the  Kitty  Hawk  United 
Methodist  Church  were  instrumental  in 
developing  this  project  in  Christian  out- 
reach as  a  companion  to  The  Circus  Tent 
and  Movies  on  The  Beach  Ministry. 

The  Garden  contains  a  prayer  nook, 
reflective  pool,  water  fountains,  waterfall, 
artistic  floral  plantings,  pedestals  contain- 


View  of  Pray  Nook  beyond  the  sun  dial.  Hand- 
made brick  from  the  foundation  of  old  Nags 
Head  Methodist  Church  were  used  to  create  the 
planter  in  foreground.  Wright  Brothers  Monu- 
ment in  distance. 

tendent  of  the  Elizabeth  City  District.  A 
bronze  plaque,  placed  on  the  formation,  is 
inscribed:  "This  Rock  Formation  and 
waterfall  is  in  memory  of  Henry  G.  Ruark 
who  believed  that  Jesus  was  the  Rock  and 
the  Living  Water.  He  encouraged  us  in 
developing  The  Circus  Tent  and  The 
Garden  Ministry." 

Rev.  Mr.  Ruark  was  very  helpful  in 
encouraging  the  members  of  the  Kitty  Hawk 
charge  in  developing  such  unconventional 
ministries  to  answer  the  spiritual  needs  of 
some  of  the  over  one  million  tourists  who 
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come  to  this  resort  area.  Mrs.  Sarah 
Elizabeth  Ruark,  wife  of  the  former  dis- 
trict superintendent,  and  other  members  of 
the  family  were  present  for  the  dedication 
ceremony. 

A  poem  written  by  Gibbons  Ruark,  son 
of  the  late  Rev.  Mr.  Ruark,  taken  from  his 
book  A  Program  For  Survival,  was  placed 
near  the  stone  waterfall. 


Award 


Case  of  awards  won  by  the  Garden  of  the  Circus 
Tent.  (Photos  by  Aycok  Brown) 

Last  year  The  Garden  of  The  Circus 
Tent,  which  is  built  around  the  theme  God 
in  Creation  and  Man  in  Response,  won  first 
place  awards  from  The  State  Garden  Clubs 
for:  best  small  Civic  Development  project 
in  the  district;  best  small  Civic  Develop- 
ment project  in  the  State;  best  Environ- 
mental Improvement  Project  in  the  district; 
best  Environmental  Improvement  Project 
in  the  State;  a  plaque  from  Sears  for  State 
Winner;  best  Horticultural  Achievement- 
State;  best  Church  Garden;  best  Garden 
Center;  and  best  Mini  Park  Report. 

The  Garden  of  The  Circus  Tent  opens 

the  last  of  May  and  closes  in  September. 

Color  pictures  of  The  Garden  may  be 
seen  in  the  July  1972  issue  of  the  Together 
magazine. 


PASTORS'  DAY  SET 
AT  NCC  COLLEGES 

Pastor  Appreciation  Day  will  be  ob- 
served Oct.  10-12  at  the  three  Methodist 
colleges  located  within  the  bounds  of  the 
North  Carolina  Conference. 

The  schedule  is  as  follow,  Oct  10, 
Louisburg  College,  for  pastors  of  the  Bur- 
lington, Durham,  Goldsboro  and  Raleigh 
Districts;  Oct.  11,  Methodist  College,  for 
pastors  of  the  Fayette ville,  Rockingham, 
Sanford  and  Wilmington  Districts;  Oct  12, 
North  Carolina  Wesleyan  College,  for 
pastors  of  the  Elizabeth  City,  Greenville, 
New  Bern  and  Rocky  Mount  Districts. 

The  day's  events,  which  begin  with 
registration  at  9:30  a.m.,  includes  a  film 
"New  Generations  for  New  Days'',  a  panel 
discussion  with  faculty,  students  and 
administration,  lunch  and  a  campus  tour. 
Pastors  will  have  an  opportunity  to  get  an 
intimate  glimpse  of  activities  on  the  three 
campuses. 

College  Orientation  Seminars  for  United 
Methodist  High  School  juniors  and  seniors 
are  scheduled  in  the  twelve  Districts  of  the 
North  Carolina  Conference  during  October 
and  early  November  with  representatives 
from  Louisburg,  Methodist  and  N.C.  Wes- 
leyan leading  the  discussions. 

The  seminars  will  be  held  on  successive 
Sundays  from  2:30  to  4  in  the  afternoon. 
The  schedule  is  as  follows. 

Oct.  15,  Burlington  District,  Front 
Street,  Burlington;  Fayetteville  District, 
Methodist  College;  Rocky  Mount  District, 
N.C.  Wesleyan  College. 

Oct  22,  Greenville  District,  Jarvis 
Memorial,  Greenville;  Raleigh  District, 
Louisburg  College;  Wilmington  District, 
Grace  Church,  Wilmington. 

Oct  29,  Durham  District,  Duke  Memo- 
rial, Durham;  New  Bern  District,  Centenary 
Church,  New  Bern;  Rockingham  District, 
First  Church,  Laurinburg. 

Nov.  5,  Elizabeth  City  District,  First 
Church,  Elizabeth  City;  Goldsboro  District, 
St.  Paul,  Goldsboro;  Sanford  District, 
Steele  Street  Church,  Sanford. 


October  5,  1972  N-ll 


Upper  Room  To  Cite 
'Good  News'  Translator,  Artist 


ATLANTA,  Ga.(UMI)-77ze  Upper 
Room,  world-wide  interdenominational 
daily  devotional  guide,  will  honor  the 
translator  and  the  illustrator  of  the  popular 
Good  News  for  Modern  Man  at  its  twenty- 
third  Upper  Room  Citation  Dinner  here 
October  24. 

Dr.  Wilson  0.  Weldon,  Nashville,  Tenn., 
editor  of  The  Upper  Room,  announced 
that  Dr.  Robert  Bratcher,  Good  News  for 
Modern  Man  translator,  and  Miss  Annie 
Vallotton,  illustrator,  will  be  given  the  cita- 
tion in  recognition  of  their  combined  con- 
tributions to  worldwide  Christian  fellow- 
ship. The  dual  presentation  will  represent 
the  first  time  the  Citation  has  been  given  to 
more  than  one  person. 

More  than  2>\Vi  million  copies  of  Good 
News  for  Modern  Man,  published  in  late 
1966,  have  been  distributed  throughout 
the  world. 

Dr.  Weldon  noted  that  the  Today's 
English  Version  edition  of  the  New  Testa- 
ment has  had  unprecedented  distribution 
and  acceptance  by  major  church  leaders. 
"Because  of  the  world-wide  impact  this 
edition  has  had,  The  Upper  Room  felt  it 
most  worthy  to  be  cited  together  with  its 


'Who  Me?1 
Laymen's  Day  Theme 

EVANSTON,  ILL.  (UMI)-United 
Methodist  lay  men  and  women  will  join  the 
laity  of  other  denominations  October  8  in 
marking  one  of  the  most  widely-observed 
special  days  in  the  church  .  .  .  Laymen's 
Day. 

"Who?,  Me?"  has  been  chosen  as  the 
theme  for  the  day,  according  to  Dr.  David 
W.  Self,  general  secretary  of  the  United 
Methodist  General  Board  of  the  Laity. 

"This  theme  reveals  the  responsibility 


translator  and  illustrator  for  the  1972  Cita- 
tion," Dr.  Weldon  said. 

Dr.  Bratcher,  52,  was  born  of  Southern 
Baptist  missionary  parents  in  Brazil.  In 
1949  he  returned  to  Brazil  where  he  was  a 
teacher  and  dean  at  South  Brazil  Baptist 
Theological  Seminary  in  Rio  de  Janeiro. 
Following  a  furlough  and  a  year  of  gradu- 
ate work  at  Victoria  University,  Man- 
chester, England,  he  joined  the  American 
Bible  Society  in  1957. 

Dr.  Bratcher  spent  four  years  preparing 
the  orginal  Good  News  translation  and  has 
guided  the  changes  made  in  the  editions 
published  since.  He  and  five  other  scholars 
are  now  working  on  the  Today's  English 
Version  of  the  Old  Testament  set  for 
release  in  1975. 

Miss  Vallotton,  a  Swiss  born  artist  who 
lives  and  works  in  Paris,  illustrated  the  New 
Testament  with  her  unique  style  of  simple 
drawings.  American  Bible  Society  staff 
members  first  saw  some  of  Miss  Vallotton's 
drawings  in  a  French  publication,  Priorite. 
She  did  500  drawings  for  the  Society, 
nearly  200  of  which  were  used  the  New 
Testament  edition. 


that  each  believer  has  to  convey  the  mes- 
sage of  the  gospel,"  Dr.  Self  said.  "Each 
person  receives  God's  blessings  through 
Christ  .  .  .  Each  one  is  then  a  witness  to 
Christ  by  the  very  fact  of  being." 

The  1972  observance  will  be  the  last 
time  the  designation  "Laymen's  Day"  will 
be  used.  Beginning  in  1973  the  observance 
will  be  known  as  "Laity  Day." 

Dr.  Self  said  that  the  change  "emphat- 
ically acknov/ledges  that  all  Christians 
regardless  of  sex  or  age  are  involved  in  the 
observance." 

Participation  by  lay  men  and  women  on 
October  8  will  take  a  variety  of  forms,  in- 
cluding sharing  in  the  leading  of  worship 
services  and  occupying  pulpits. 
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WNCC  Church  First  To  Pay  Junalusko  Quota 


diction  and  tell  everyone  that  the  home 
folk  have  set  the  example  and  are  behind 
Lake  Junaluska."  Long's  Chapel  Church  is 
located  adjacent  to  the  Methodist— owned 
Assembly  Grounds. 

Monies  of  the  Junaluska  Advancement 
Fund  will  be  used  to  upgrade  sewerage 
lines  and  treatment  facilities,  dredging  of 
the  Lake,  replacement  of  Terrace  Hotel 
and  construction  of  a  new  center  section  of 
Lambuth  Inn. 

Rev.  J.  W.  Lasley  is  pastor  of  Long's 
Chapel  Church. 


R.  Hessie  Terrell,  chairman  of  the  trustees 
(center)  is  shown  presenting  a  check  for  $600.00 
to  Dr.  Edgar  H.  Nease,  Jr.,  executive  director, 
Lake  Junaluska  Assembly  (left).  Pictured  at  right 
is  the  Rev.  J.  W.  Lasley,  pastor  of  Long's  Chapel. 

LAKE  JUNALUSKA-Long's  Chapel 
United  Methodist  Church,  Lake  Junaluska, 
has  become  the  first  United  Methodist 
Church  in  the  Southeastern  Jurisdiction  to 
pay  in  full  its  quota  to  the  Junaluska  Ad- 
vancement Fund.  In  fact  when  R.  Hessie 
Terrell,  chairman  of  the  Trustees,  present- 
ed the  Church's  check  for  $600.00  to  Dr. 
E.  H.  Nease,  Jr.,  Executive  Director  of  the 
Lake  Junaluska  Assembly  on  Sunday,  Sep- 
tember 10,  it  represented  140%  of  the 
Church's  quota. 

The  Junaluska  Advancement  Fund  was 
authorized  by  the  1972  Southeastern  Juris- 
dictional  Conference  to  raise 
$3,000,000.00  to  improve  and  upgrade 
facilities  at  Lake  Junaluska.  Each  United 
Methodist  Church  in  the  Jurisdiction  is  be- 
ing asked  to  give  a  minimum  of  $1.00  per 
member  over  a  four  year  period.  This  is  the 
first  major  fund  raising  effort  Lake  Juna- 
luska has  had  since  the  1949  Greater  Juna- 
luska Campaign  which  raised  nearly 
$350,000.00  for  the  Assembly. 

Accepting  the  Long's  Chapel  check,  Dr. 
Nease  expressed  his  gratitude  to  the 
Church  for  being  the  first  in  the  South- 
eastern Jurisdiction  to  pay  its  quota. 
"Now,"  he  said,  "I  can  go  across  the  Juris- 


EDUCATIONAL  FURNITURE 

DIXIE  EQUIPMENT  COMPANY,  INC. 

418  N.  Greensboro  St. 
Liberty,  N.  C.  27298 
Phone:  919-622-2204 


I 


«j,     RAISE  FUNDS  FOR 
k\  YOUR  ORGANIZATION 


ARN  $400  OR  MORE 

FOR  YOUR  CLUB  OR  CHURCH 
IN  JUST  ONE  WEEK 

NO  RISK     •     NO  INVESTMENT 

Keep  50c   on  every  $7.00  sale. 
No  call  backs  to  make  deliveries. 
Sell  the  "Golden  Praying  Hands  Pen." 

A  tested,  proved  money  maker. 
It's  one  of  many  fine  fund  raising 
products. 

Write  for  information,  free  sample 
and  fund  raising  program  including 
prize  incentives. 


fil 


V^COLLINGWOOD  FUND-RAISING 

V         44  Warren  Street  •  Dept.  3713 
Providance  •  Rhode  Island  02901 
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Grace,  Wilmington 

Marks  175  Years 


Beck  Quick 


Three  special  events  in  the  next  three 
months  will  highlight  a  year-long  obser- 
vance of  the  175-year  history  of  Wilming- 
ton's Grace  United  Methodist  Church,  one 
of  the  oldest  churches  in  North  Carolina 
Methodism. 

The  first  of  the  special  events  will  be 
four-day  New  Life  Mission  on  October 
8-11  with  the  Rev.  Ed  Beck  of  Denver, 
Colo.,  conducting  the  series  of  sermons. 
The  Rev.  Mr.  Beck  has  achieved  eminence 
in  the  Methodist  ministry  since  he  finished 
at  the  University  of  Kentucky,  where  he 
was  an  All-America  basketball  player.  At 
present  he  is  senior  pastor  of  Warren  UM 
Church  in  Denver.  He  will  speak  at  the 
Sunday  morning  service  at  ll:o'clock  on 
Oct.  8,  and  will  speak  each  night  at  7:30 
o'clock  through  Oct.  1 1 . 

The  second  event  will  be  the  celebration 
of  Homecoming  on  Nov.  12,  which  will 
include  a  special  sermon  by  the  Rev. 
William  Quick  of  Durham,  a  Historical 
Pageant  at  6:30  p.m.,  in  the  church  sanc- 
tuary, and  throughout  the  day,  an  Arts  and 
Crafts  Festival  on  display  in  various  areas 
of  the  church  building  and  fellowship  hall. 
The  Rev.  Mr.  Quick  is  pastor  of  Trinity  UM 
Church  in  Durham.  The  Historical  Pageant 
has  been  written  by  Miss  Virginia  Walsh,  a 
member  of  the  Grace  church  congregation. 

The  third  event  takes  place  on  Dec.  24, 
the  climactic  day  in  the  observance  of 
Grace  church's  175th  Anniversary.  At  the 
morning  service,  Bishop  Robert  W.  Black- 
burn, newly  assigned  bishop  of  the  Raleigh 
area,  will  deliver  the  sermon.  A  candlelight 


Blackburn  Stark 


Communion  service  at  7:30  p.m.,  on  that 
Christmas  Eve  will  bring  to  a  climactic 
celebration  the  long  history  of  the  church. 
The  pastor  of  Grace  church,  the  Rev. 
Rufus  H.  Stark,  will  be  celebrant  for  the 
Communion  service. 

The  Rev.  Mr.  Beck's  appearances  also 
will  include  meetings  with  young  people 
prior  to  each  evening's  service,  plus  visits  to 
other  youth  groups  in  the  city. 

The  Historical  Pageant  will  be  a  series  of 
scenes,  using  members  of  the  church  in 
appropriate  costumes,  depicting  the  high- 
lights of  Grace's  history.  The  Arts  and 
Crafts  Festival  during  the  day  will  include 
displays  and  exhibits  brought  in  by 
members  of  the  congregation.  These  will 
represent  the  work  of  the  individual 
members,  and  will  cover  a  wide  range  of 
subjects,  not  necessarily  part  of  the  history 
of  Grace. 

The  climactic  moments  in  the  year-long 
observance  of  the  175th  Anniversary 
comes  on  Christmas  Eve  at  the  Candlelight 
Communion.  It  was  Christmas  Eve,  1797, 
when  the  small  congregation  met  on  the 
site  of  new  property,  which  has  been  secur- 
ed through  the  efforts  of  William  Meredith, 
to  launch  the  first  Methodist  Church  in 
Wilmington,  which  is  today  Grace  United 
Methodist  Church. 

In  the  observance  of  these  special 
events,  the  Rev.  Mr.  Stark  has  extended  an 
invitation  to  all  former  members  and 
friends  of  Grace  Church  to  join  the  con- 
gregation in  the  celebration. 
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Centenary,  New  Bern 

Celebrates 
Bicentennial 


Centenary  United  Methodist  Church,  New  Bern, 
erected  in  1 904  and  still  serving  the  congregation. 

Centenary  United  Methodist  in  New 
Bern  is  celebrating  its  bicentennial  this 
month. 

Methodism  in  New  Bern  dates  back  to 
the  early  years  of  this  country.  The  first 
ordained  Methodist  preacher,  Joseph 
Pilmore,  visted  New  Bern  in  the  closing 
days  of  1772.  From  this  time  on  the  Meth- 
odist met  in  New  Bern,  but  had  no  church 
home  until  1802. 

Centenary  Church  has  been  involved  in 
three  building  programs.  The  church  was 
first  named  Andrews  Chapel,  and  the  first 
building  was  erected  in  1802.  Due  to  in- 
creased membership,  a  new  building  site 
was  purchased  and  a  new  church  was 
erected  in  184344.  Upon  moving  the  name 
of  the  church  was  changed  from  Andrews 
Chapel  to  Centenary. 

In  1904  the  church  again  moved  and 
built  the  present  structure  which  has  been 
in  use  for  68  years.  Centenary  Church  is 
included  in  the  National  Register  of 
Historic  places.  The  stained  glass  windows 
were  made  in  Germany  and  each  piece  of 
glass  is  set  in  lead. 


Rev.  James  H.  Miller,  Jr.,  pastor  of  Centenary. 


Special  events  have  been  planned  for 
each  Sunday  in  October  in  celebration  of 
Centenary's  bicentennial. 

On  Oct.  1,  the  bell  taken  from  the 
church  built  in  1843,  was  dedicated  to  the 
memory  of  A.  Jennings  Flowers.  The  res- 
toration of  the  bell  was  sponsored  by  Mrs. 
Flowers  and  her  daughter,  Dr.  Enola  Sue 
Flowers  of  Chapel  Hill.  A  birthday  party 
followed  the  morning  worship  with  youth 
in  charge.  On  Oct.  8,  Rev.  James  H.  Miller, 
Jr.,  pastor  of  Centenary  since  1970,  will 
review  the  church's  history. 

Dr.  A.  Purnell  Bailey,  executive  secre- 
tary of  the  Commission  on  Chaplains  and 
Related  Ministries  of  the  United  Methodist 
Church,  will  preach  on  Oct.  15  and  16. 

On  October  22,  the  Sanctuary  Choir, 
under  the  direction  of  Mrs.  Floyd  Johnson, 
will  present  a  program  of  music  of  the  past 
200  years  at  the  morning  service,  and  Dr. 
William  Quick,  pastor  of  Trinity  UM 
Church,  Durham,  will  preach  at  the  evening 
worship  service. 

Bishop  Robert  M.  Blackburn  of  Raleigh 
will  preach  for  the  morning  worship  service 
Oct.  29,  and  all  former  pastors  will  be 
guests.  Following  this  service,  a  covered- 
dish  congregational  dinner  will  be  served  in 
the  church  Fellowship  Hall. 

Members  of  the  congregation  are  being 
requested  to  wear  colonial  costumes  during 
the  celebration,  and  hostesses  for  each 
Sunday  will  wear  costumes. 
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METHODIST  IWS  ROUNDUP 


AFRICAN  BISHOPS  NAMED 

NEW  YORK  (UMI)-Two  bishops  were 
re-elected;  two  new  bishops  were  elected, 
and  two  bishops  who  had  served  eight 
years  were  not  returned  to  office  in  episco- 
pal balloting  at  the  quadrennial  meeting  of 
the  Africa  Central  Conference  of  the 
United  Methodist  Church  recently  in 
Blantyre,  Malawi. 

Re-elected  were  Bishop  Abel  T.  Muzore- 
wa,  re-assigned  to  Rhodesia,  and  Bishop 
Escrivao  Zunguze,  re-assigned  to  Mozambi- 
que. Elected  as  new  bishops  were  the  Rev. 
Emilio  de  Carvalho,  39,  president  of  Union 
Seminary  in  Doni,  Angola,  succeding 
Bishop  Harry  P.  Andreassen  and  assigned 
to  Angola,  and  Bishop  Fama  (Joseph) 
Onema,  chaplain  of  a  United  Methodist 
high  school  in  Katubue,  Zaire,  succeeding 
Bishop  John  Wesley  Shungu  and  assigned 
to  Zaire.  All  were  named  for  four-year 
terms. 

As  a  result  of  the  episcopal  elections, 
the  Angola  Conference  of  the  United  Meth- 
odist Church,  comprising  47,989  members 
in  the  Portuguese  colony  on  Africa's  south- 
west coast,  has  the  first  African  bishop  in 
its  87-year  history.  The  Central  Conference 
has  completed  a  process  of  "Africaniza- 
tion" of  its  episcopacy  which  began  with 
the  election  of  Bishops  Shungu  and  Zun- 
guze in  1964,  and  for  the  first  time  United 
Methodists  in  the  Central  Conference  have 
an  all-African  episcopacy. 

*  *  * 

COMMISSION  ON  STATUS  AND  ROLE 
OF  WOMEN  ORGANIZES 

CLEVELAND,  Ohio  (UMI)-Mrs.  Al- 
fred E.  Thompson,  Silver  Spring,  Md.,  was 
elected  to  a  four-year  term  as  president  of 
the  new  United  Methodist  Commission  on 
the  Status  and  Role  of  Women  when  the 
group  met  here  September  18-19  to  orga- 
nize. 

Chosen  as  vice-presidents  and  task  force 
heads  for  one-year  terms  were  Dr.  Harriet 
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Miller,  Dayton,  Ohio;  the  Rev.  Tom 
Graves,  Georgetown,  Texas;  Mrs.  Douglas 
Underwood,  Walla  Walla,  Wash.;  the  Rev. 
Bonnie  Jones-Goldstein,  New  York;  and 
the  Rev.  Toni  White,  Easley,  S.  C.  The  Rev. 
Jeanne  Audrey  Powers,  New  York,  was 
elected  to  a  four-year  term  as  secretary.  A 
decision  will  be  made  later  on  an  executive 
secretary  and  office  location. 

*  *  * 

SEMINARIES  MOVE  TOWARD  MERGER 

Two  United  Methodist  seminaries  in 
Ohio  took  a  step  toward  merger  at  a  joint 
meeting  of  their  boards  of  trustees  on  Sept. 
9.  This  first  step  embraces  a  one  school- 
two  campus  concept. 

Methodist  Theological  School  is  located 
at  Delaware,  Ohio,  while  the  other  semi- 
nary involved  in  the  merger  move  is  United 
Theological  Seminary  in  Dayton,  Ohio. 
The  plan  calls  for  a  single  joint  administra- 
tive board  made  up  of  six  representatives 
from  each  school  representing  trustees, 
faculty,  bishops  and  students  with  the  two 
presidents  as  ex  officio  members.  Boards  of 
trustees  are  slated  to  continue  with  their 
present  authority. 

Also  adopted  at  the  joint  meeting  was  a 
proposal  for  a  Rural  Ministries  Training 
Program  as  a  cooperative  effort  of  the  two 
seminaries.  Dr.  Harold  McSwain,  presently 
director  of  the  Hinton  Rural  Life  Center, 
Hayesville,  N.  C.  is  to  become  the  coordi- 
nator of  this  program  with  the  rank  of 
Associate  Professor.  McSwain  holds  a  Ph.D. 
from  Emory  University  and  is  widely  re- 
cognized as  a  leading  authority  on  the  rural 
church. 

The  joint  board  also  approved  a  Doctor 
of  Ministry  Program.  It  had  gone  through  a 
pilot  stage  this  past  year  and  is  a  projection 
of  the  Consortium  for  Higher  Education 
Religion  Studies  in  Ohio.  A  highly  individ- 
ualized program,  it  is  designed  to  increase 
professional  competence  within  the 
ministry. 

*  *  * 


WORLD  METHODIST  COUNCIL 
ADDS  STAFF,  MEMBER  UNIT 

LAKE  JUNALUSKA-Two  new  staff 
members  have  begun  work  for  the  World 
Methodist  Council,  a  new  member  unit  has 
been  added,  and  plans  are  under  way  for  a 
World  Consultation  on  Mission  Today  next 
summer  in  Mexico  City,  it  was  announced 
here  Sept.  1 1  by  the  Rev.  Lee  F.  Tuttle, 
general  secretary  of  the  World  Methodist 
Council,  subsequent  to  a  session  of  the 
Council's  Executive  Committee  meeting 
Aug.  29-Sept.  1  in  Bristol  England. 

The  missions  consultation  will  be  held 
July  29-Aug.  3,  1973,  and  will  be  limited 
to  about  150  persons.  Admitted  as  the 
55th  member  in  the  World  Methodist 
Council  was  the  Methodist  Church  in 
Rhodesia,  related  to  British  Methodism. 

Joining  the  staff  are  the  Rev.  J.  Robert 
Martin,  New  York,  who  will  work  in  mis- 
sions, and  the  Rev.  Raoul  C.  Calkins,  Day- 
ton, Ohio,  who  will  work  in  evangelism. 
Mr.  Martin,  a  career  missionary,  has  served 
for  the  past  quadrennium  as  staff  secretary 
j    of  the  former  Commission  on  the  Structure 
}    of  Methodism  Overseas  (COSMOS).  Dr. 
Calkins  has  for  the  last  three  years  been 
executive  secretary  of  the  United  Meth- 
i|   odist  Quadrennial  Emphasis  Committee. 

Dr.  Tuttle  also  said  that  it  is  proposed 
to  hold  the  13th  World  Methodist  Confer- 
ence in  1976  in  either  Singapore  or  Stutt- 
gart, Germany.  United  Methodist  Bishop 
Dwight  E.  Loder,  Detroit,  Mich.,  will  serve 
j  as  chairman  of  the  program  committee  for 
the  session. 

Reflecting  the  restructing  of  the  World 
Methodist  Council  voted  at  its  meeting  a 
year  ago,  the  recent  executive  committee 
I  showed  that  more  than  58  per  cent  of  the 
I  31    member  churches  represented  were 
]  from  "the  third  world." 

*  *  * 

FLOOD  RELIEF  ALLOCATED 

NEW  YORK  (UMI)-Allocations  total- 
ing $150,000  to  three  conferences  hardest 
hit  by  the  destructive  June  floods  have 
been  made  from  United  Methodism's 
National  Disaster  Fund. 


Grants  of  $50,000  each  were  made  to 
the  Central  Pennsylvania,  Wyoming  and 
Central  New  York  Conferences  (for  the 
Elmira-Corning  region).  The  allocations 
were  made  by  the  Middle  Atlantic  States 
Advisory  Committee  on  the  National  Disas- 
ter Fund,  comprising  representatives  from 
affected  episcopal  areas  and  staff  members 
of  the  United  Methodist  Committee  on 
Relief  (UMCOR).  Flood  relief  committees 
in  each  conference  will  determine  specific 
uses  for  the  allocations,  but  in  all  cases 
funds  are  to  be  used  to  meet  human  need. 

*  *  * 

NEWS  CAPSULES 

A  total  of  $41,972,472  was  subscribed 
in  320  financial  crusades  directed  in  1971 
through  the  office  of  Finance  and  Field 
Service  of  the  United  Methodist  Board  of 
Missions'  National  Division. 

*  *  * 

A  pioneer  Methodist  missionary  in 
India— Dr.  Clara  Swain— is  to  be  honored 
by  a  commemorative  stamp  in  her  adopted 
home.  Dr.  Swain  in  1870  founded  Asia's 
first  hospital  for  women  and  children  and 
the  hospital  in  Bareilly  bears  her  name 
today. 

*  *  * 

The  Rev.  E.  Dale  Dunlap  has  been  ap- 
pointed acting  president  of  Saint  Paul 
School  of  Theology  Methodist  in  Kansas 
City,  Mo.,  after  election  of  the  school's 
president,  the  Rev.  Don  W.  Holter  to  the 
episcopacy. 

*  *  * 

Miss  Thelma  Stevens,  retired  United 
Methodist  Board  of  Missions  executive,  will 
join  the  faculty  of  Scarritt  College  in  Nash- 
ville, Tenn.,  for  the  second  semester  to 
teach  seminar  courses  on  the  changing 
status  and  role  of  women  in  society  and 
the  church. 


*  *  *  *  * 


Board  of  Global  Ministries 
Elects  Officers 


IE 
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,4f  wor/:  shortly  after  their  election  are  new  top 
officers  of  the  Board  of  Global  Ministries  named 
Sept.  7  at  the  Board's  organization  meeting  in 
New  York.  The  officers  are  (left  to  right)  Bishop 
James  K.  Mathews,  Bishop  L.  Scott  Allen,  Bishop 
Jack  M.  Tuell,  Bishop  Paul  A.  Washburn,  Mrs.  C. 

The  Rev.  H.  Claude  Young  of  States- 
ville,  an  associate  director  of  the  WNC  Con- 
ference Council  on  Ministries,  was  elected 
one  of  the  national  officers  of  the  Board  of 
Global  Ministries  of  The  United  Methodist 
Church  at  the  Board's  organizational  meet- 
ing last  month  in  New  York.  He  will  serve 
as  a  vice-president  of  the  Board  and  as 
president  of  the  Division  of  Education  and 
Cultivation,  the  Board's  interpretive  arm. 

The  156-member  Board  is  the  largest 
program  agency  of  the  denomination,  with 
an  annual  budget  of  $40  million  and  more 
than  1 ,000  mission  workers  in  the  U.S.  and 
53  other  countries.  A  merger  of  four 
former  agencies,  it  encompasses  United 
Methodist  work  in  ecumenical  concerns, 
health  and  welfare  ministries,  home  and 
overseas  missions,  women's  program,  relief 
and  mission  education. 


Clifford  Cummings,  Rev.  H.  Claude  Young, 
Bishop  D.  Frederick  Wertz,  and  Mrs.  Henry  L. 
Georg.  Bishop  Washburn  is  president  of  the 
Board.  The  other  officers  will  serve  as  vice  presi- 
dents and  heads  of  the  divisions. 


Bishop  Paul  A.  Washburn  of  thee 
Chicago  Area  was  elected  president  of  the 
Board,  and  will  serve  with  the  following 
vice-presidents,  in  addition  to  Mr.  Young, 
each  of  whom  will  head  a  division  of  the 
Board. 

President  of  the  Women's  Division,  Mrs. 
D.  Clifford  Cumming,  Dixon,  111.  By  virture 
of  her  office,  she  is  also  president  of 
United  Methodist  Women. 

President  of  National  Division,  which 
coordinates  home  mission  work,  Bishop 
Jack  M.  Tuell  of  the  Portland  Area. 

President  of  the  World  Division,  which 
coordinates  overseas  mission  work,  Bishop 
L.  Scott  Allen  of  the  Holston  Area; 

President  of  the  Division  of  Health  and 
Welfare  Ministries,  which  relates  to  34C 
agencies  for  children,  youth  and  the  aging 
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Mrs.  Henry  L.  George,  Saint  John,  Kansas. 

President  of  the  Division  on  Ecumenical 
and  Interreligious  Concerns,  Bishop  James 
K.  Mathews  of  the  Washington  (D.C.)  Area. 

President  of  the  United  Methodist  Com- 
mittee on  Relief,  Bishop  D.  Fredrick  Wertz 
of  the  West  Virginia  Area. 

Mrs.  Alvin  L.  Morrison  of  Statesville 
was  elected  one  of  the  vicepresidents  of  the 
World  Division  of  the  Board. 

Mr.  Young  has  been  a  member  of  the 
WNC  Program  Council  staff  since  1969, 
with  responsibility  in  missions,  evangelism, 
health  and  welfare  ministries,  and  related 
concerns.  Formerly  he  was  pastor  of 
several  churches  in  the  WNC  Conference, 
including  First  Church,  Hayesville,  Maple 
Springs  in  Winston-Salem  and  Sedge 
Garden  in  Kernersville. 

The  Rev.  Tracey  K.  Jones,  Jr.,  formerly 
general  secretary  of  the  Board  of  Missions, 
was  nominated  as  staff  head  of  the  Board 
of  Global  Ministries.  Election  of  all  pro- 
:   gram  board  heads  will  be  on  the  agenda  of 
the  Council  on  Ministries  when  it  meets  to 
organize  in  mid-October.  Elected  as  associ- 
ate general  secretaries  for  the  new  agency's 
divisions  were  Miss  Theressa  Hoover, 
Women;  the  Rev.  Randolph  W.  Nugent,  Jr., 
National;  the   Rev.  John   F.  Schaefer, 
I   World;  Roger  Burgess,  Health  and  Welfare 
j  Ministries;  the  Rev.  Robert  W.  Huston, 
i  Ecumenical  and  Inter-religious  Concerns; 
Miss  Lois  Miller,  Education  and  Cultiva- 
tion,  and  the   Rev.  J.  Harry  Haines, 
UMCOR.  Stephen  F.  Brimigion  was  elected 
general  treasurer  of  the  Board  with  respon- 
,  j  sibility   for  its  $40  million  financial 
>  operations. 

Members  of  the  Board  were  told  by 
their  new  president,  Bishop  Washburn, 
they  constitute  a  "colony  for  missional 
|    action"  in  the  denomination  and  in  the 
I    "holy  Catholic  Church,"  and  must  "make 
relevant  the  reality  of  the  lordship  of 
j  Christ." 

I  As  a  missional  colony,  he  held,  the 
Board  exists  between  United  Methodist 
n(  local  churches  and  annual  conferences  on 
i  the  one  hand  and  "sensitive  nerve  endings" 
,    of  mission  and  human  need  on  the  other. 


SHOAFS  CLE  BRA  TE  ANNIVERSAR  Y 

The  Rev.  and  Mrs.  Fred  C.  Shoaf  were 
honored  by  a  reception  given  by  their  children  at 
the  Farmington  Charge  parsonage  in  celebration 
of  their  twenty- fifth  wedding  anniversary. 
Among  the  many  gifts  received,  the  honor ees 
were  presented  a  cash  gift  toward  the  purchase  of 
a  new  car  by  the  churches  of  the- charge.  Many 
friends  in  the  community  also  contributed  to  this 
love  offering,  and  the  Shoafs  now  have  a  new 
1972  Dodge  Polara  automobile. 


TV  SET  GIVEN 

The  United  Methodist  men  of  the  Ararat,  Black- 
water  and  New  Hope  churches  presented  the 
Colonial  Rest  Home  of  Mt.  Airy  with  a  television 
set  on  Sunday,  Sept.  1 7.  Pictured  from  left  to 
right,  standing,  Oliver  Key,  Jr.,  Harold  Hodges, 
director  of  the  Home,  Rev.  Stanley  James,  pastor 
of  the  charge,  Ralph  Gwyn,  and  Floyd  Bryant, 
Methodist  Men's  president.  Seated  are  two  of  the 
Home's  patients.  Mr.  Bryant  is  presenting  Mr. 
Hodges  with  a  three-year  warranty  on  the  TV  set. 
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WOMEN'S  NEWS 

Western  North  Carolina  Conference 

Fran  Ruark  Lindsey 


WAIT  FOR  INTERPRETATION  TEAMS 

Wait  for  the  District  Interpretation 
Teams  before  you  make  changes  in  your 
local  society. 

The  Conference  Committee  of  Eight  has 
announced  the  following  list  of  dates  and 
places  where  District  Interpretation  Teams 
will  conduct  informational  sessions  for 
local  churchwomen  and  pastors  concern- 
ing the  all-new  organization  to  be  called 
United  Methodist  Women  following  this 
fall  period  of  preparation  and  the  Service 
of  Celebration. 

ALBEMARLE: 

Nov.  5:  Central,  Monroe  (Union  County) 
Nov.  12:  First  Church,  Wadesboro  (Anson 
County) 

Nov.  19:  Central,  Albemarle  (Stanly 

County) 
ASHEVILLE: 

Oct.  22:  Abernathy,  Asheville 
Oct.  23:  Weaverville 
Oct.  29:  Hendersonville 
CHARLOTTE: 

Oct.  29:  St.  James  U.  M.  Church 

Oct.  30:  Memorial  U.  M.  Church 

GASTONIA: 

Oct.  29:  Gaston  County 

Nov.  5 :  Lincoln  County 

Nov.  12:  Cleveland  County 

GREENSBORO: 

Oct.  22:  Muir's  Chapel 

Oct.  29:  St.  Matthews 

Nov.  5 :  Gethsemane 

Nov.  12:  Pleasant  Garden 

Nov.  19:  Bessemer 

HIGH  POINT: 

Oct.  24:  Wesley  Memorial,  High  Point; 

7:30  p.m. 
Oct.  29:  First  Church,  Randleman; 


2:30  p.m. 
Nov.  10:  Central  Church,  Asheboro; 

7:30  p.m. 
MARION: 
Oct.  28:  Valdese 
Nov.  12:  Marion 
Nov.  19:  Spindale 
NORTH  WILKESBORO: 
Oct.  22:  Elk  Shoals,  Jefferson;  2:30  p.m. 
SALISBURY: 

Oct.  29:  Midway  U.M.  Church, 

Kannapolis,  2:30  p.m. 
Oct.  30:  First  U.M.  Church,  China  Grove, 

7:30  p.m. 
STATESVILLE: 

Oct.  22:  Statesville  Area,  Broad  St., 
2:30  p.m. 

Oct.  22:  Mooresville  Area,  Central  Church: 
7:30  p.m. 

Nov.  12:  Catawba  County,  First  Church, 

Hickory;  2:30  p.m. 
Nov.  12:  Caldwell  County,  First  Church, 

Granite  Falls;  7:30  p.m. 
THOMASVILLE: 

Oct.  29:  Memorial  Church,  Thomasville 
Nov.  5:  First  Church,  Lexington 
WAYNESVILLE: 
Oct.  22:  Franklin;  2:00  p.m. 
Oct.  29:  Bryson  City;  2:00  p.m. 
Nov.  5:  Waynesville;  2:00  p.m. 
Nov.  12:  Andrews;  2:00  p.m. 
Nov.  19:  Sylva;  2:00  p.m. 
WINSTON-SALEM/FORSYTH : 
Oct.  26: 
Oct.  29: 
Oct.  30: 
Nov.  5: 

WINSTON-SALEM/NORTHEAST: 
Oct.  29:  Mt.  Airy  Area 
Nov.  5:  Stokesbury  Church,  Walnut  Cove 
Nov.  12:  Eden  Area 
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DISTRICT  INTERPRETATION  TEAMS 

The  following  tentative  list  of  the  dis- 
trict teams  members  who  will  conduct  the 
interpretation  of  the  new  organization  will 
serve  to  help  local  units  needing  informa- 
tion. These  women  will  attend  a  training 
session  on  Saturday,  October  21,  at  10  AM 
at  Broad  Street  United  Methodist  Church 
in  Statesville,  immediately  prior  to  going 
out  into  the  various  districts  to  which  they 
have  been  assigned. 

The  Contact  Person  for  each  team  is  the 
first  one  named;  other  persons  may  be 
added  to  this  list  at  a  later  date. 

Albemarle:  Mrs.  James  Belk,  Mrs.  W.  H. 
Rooker,  Mrs.  Dewitt  Gaddy,  Mrs.  George 
M.  Smith,  Mrs.  Ray  Simpson,  Jr.  Asheville: 
Mrs.  Harold  Rhodarmer,  Mrs.  Elizabeth 
Manant,  Mrs.  Chas.  Brackett,  Mrs.  Leo 
Bagwell,  Mrs.  J.  T.  Jones.  Charlotte:  Mrs. 
Jay  Kiser,  Mrs.  W.  H.  Edmundson,  Mrs.  C. 
C.  Herbert,  Jr.,  Mrs.  Carl  King,  Mrs.  Russell 
Montford,  Mrs.  Julian  Lindsey.  Gastonia: 
Mrs.  Chas.  E.  Smith,  Mrs.  Oscar  Moore, 
Mrs.  Arnold  Black,  Mrs.  C.  C.  Phillips,  Mrs. 
Leslie  Barnhardt,  Miss  Vera  Falls.  Green- 
sboro: Mrs.  R.  H.  Stamey,  Miss  Myrtis 
Davis,  Mrs.  Jas.  Smith,  Miss  Fannie  Mc- 
Callum,  Mrs.  Rob't  Ayers.  High  Point:  Mrs. 
Guy  Lane,  Mrs.  Ray  Austell,  Mrs.  J.  J. 
Patterson,  Miss  Mary  Hardin,  Mrs.  Frank 
Redding,  Jr.  Marion:  Mrs.  Fletcher  Nelson, 
Mrs.  Edmund  Blanton,  Mrs.  Paul  Feezor, 
Mrs.  C.  C.  Herbert,  Jr.  N.  Wilkesboro:  Mrs. 


Van  Dillon,  Jr.,  Mrs.  Walter  Zackery,  Mrs. 
Odell  Brown,  Salisbury:  Mrs.  Ray  Simpson, 
Jr.,  Mrs.  J.  Vincent  Arey,  Mrs.  John 
DeMarcus,  Mrs.  K.  A.  Shinn,  Mrs.  John 
Cristy,  Mrs.  F.  Holt.  Statesville:  Mrs. 
Joseph  Wishon,  Miss  Betty  Van  Arsdale, 
Mrs.  Royal  Wooten,  Miss  Tamara  Hall,  Mrs. 
Jet  tie  Morrison,  Miss  Ronda  Robbins. 
Thomasville:  Mrs.  Gerald  Jasperse,  Miss 
Ronda  Robbins,  Mrs.  A.  Talbert,  Mrs.  M. 
L.  Rainey,  Mrs.  W.  F.  Perkins,  Mrs.  Jimmie 
Everhart,  Mrs.  Paul  Feezor.  Waynesville: 
Mrs.  Thos.  Zinavage,  Mrs.  Russell  Young, 
Jr.,  Mrs.  Earl  Johnston,  Mrs.  Chas.  Gidney, 
Mrs.  R.  K.  Butler.  Winston-Salem  Forsyth: 
Mrs.  Steve  Moser,  Mrs.  J.  W.  Braxton,  Mrs. 
L.  M.  Mayfield,  Mrs.  George  Dalton,  Mrs.  J. 
D.  Key.  Winston-Salem  N.E.:  Miss  Virginia 
Sorenson,  Mrs.  Orell  Lineburger,  Mrs. 
Rob't  Smith,  Mrs.  J.  D.  Key,  Mrs.  Robert 
Ayers,  Miss  Louise  Kendall. 

SPIRITUAL  ENRICHMENT  RETREATS 

Two  Spiritual  Enrichment  Retreats  will 
be  held  by  the  Conference  Women's 
Society  of  Christian  Service  and  Wesleyan 
Service  Guild  at  Lake  Junaluska  on  Oct. 
7-8  and  Oct.  14-15.  Mrs.  Thomas  P.  Green, 
president  of  the  Southeastern  Jurisdiction 
Women  will  be  the  leader  for  both,  using 
the  theme:  Used  of  God.  Registration  will 
be  at  2  p.m.  on  Saturdays  and  closing  will 
be  at  noon  on  Sundays.  All  are  invited  to 
attend  for  individual  and  group  spiritual 
growth. 


WOMEN'S  NEWS 

North  Carolina  Conference 

Mrs.  Bruce  Hargrove 


CONFERENCE  WSCS  AND 
WSG  EXECUTIVE  COMMITTEE 

The  North  Carolina  Conference  WSCS 
and  WSG  Executive  Committee  met  at 


Methodist  College,  September  12,  and  13. 

After  Mrs.  D.K.  Fry  opened  the  meeting 
on  Tuesday  afternoon,  she  asked  Mrs. 
Charles  Dorsett,  vice  president  and 
chairman  of  the  Leadership  Development 
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Committee  of  the  Conference,  to  conduct 
the  first  session-a  Sharing  Session.  The 
district  presidents  and  of  the  WSCS  and 
WSG  shared  with  each  other  the  questions, 
fears,  and  apprehensions  of  the  transition 
months  ahead.  Then  the  district  leaders 
listened  while  the  Conference  leaders  had 
their  opportunity  to  share.  At  the  close  of 
this  first  session  there  was  a  short  period 
for  all  to  share  together.  As  the  session  was 


A.  B.  Dick  320  Tabletop 
Offset  Duplicator 


E  VERY  OFFICE 
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OFFSET  COPIES 
AT  LOW  COST! 

Produce  stationery,  forms, 
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pact offset  machine  (21'  x 
24'  x  35').  Photographs  repro- 
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free  demonstration  today. 


Gray  &  Creech,  Inc. 
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Mrs.  Charles  Dorsett  (left)  of  Mt.  Gilead,  confer- 
ence vice  president,  .and  Mrs.  D.K.  Fry  of! 
Raleigh,  conference  president,  presented  the 
executive  committee's  agenda  for  the  WSCS  and 

WSG  of  the  North  Carolina  Conference  for  the 
September  12-13  meeting  at  Methodist  College  in 

Fayetreville.  (Methodist  College  Photo-John 
Elkins) 

adjourned,  it  was  hoped  that  the  informal 
discussion  would  continue. 

The  evening  session  on  Tuesday  was  led, 
by   Miss   Maryruth  Nickels,  Women's^ 
Division  Staff  Representative  from  Atlanta.. 
She  shared  her  thinking  as  a  follow— up  to 
the  sharing  sessions  of  the  afternoon.  She; 
presented  the  challenge  that  Conference 
and  District  leadership  has  during  this 
formulative  period  of  United  Methodist 
Women.  The  group  then  divided  intoo 
Cluster  Groups  for  a  discussion  of  howv 
Conference  and  District  officers  can  help 
the  local  unit— what  tools  each  can  have  tc 
help. 

Wednesday  morning  in  a  climate  oi 
much  better  understanding  of  the  task 
ahead,  Mrs.  Fry  called  to  order  the  faL 
executive  meeting.  Mrs.  Charles  Roy  Millei 
presented  an  inspiring  meditation,  helping, 
us  to  realize  very  vividly  that  we  too  musi 
feel  the  sharp  point  of  the  nail  to  realizt 
what  the  cross  and  the  resurrection  shoulc 
mean  to  us.  (She  even  had  the  nails  for  usf  j 
Mrs.  Dorsett  told  about  the  plans  for  th*  i 


Annual  Meeting  to  be  held  at  Hayes  Barton 
United  Methodist  Church  in  Raleigh,  Oc- 
tober 10-11.  This  was  followed  by  reports 
of  all  Conference  Chairwomen,  District 
WSCS  and  WSG  Presidents. 

Of  special  interest  to  everyone  was  the 
report  of  the  workers  of  our  North 
Carolina  projects:  Mrs.  Christine  Ross, 
Manley  Street  Day  Care  Center  in  Raleigh; 
Miss  Bernice  Ballance,  Harnett  County 
Church  and  Community  Center;  and  Rev. 
Dan  Earnhardt  of  the  Methodist  Student 
Center  at  East  Carolina  University  in 
Greenville. 

Miss  Nickels  summarized  the  two  day 
meeting,  bringing  together  all  the  diversity 
into  the  total  picture.  Those  who  had  come 
with  many  mixed  emotions,  left  filled  with 
excitement  of  knowing  that  United 
Methodist  Women  can  be  one  of  the  most 
effective  tools  that  God  has  had  to  help  His 
Kingdom  come  on  Earth! 

Ruth  Cade 


Dormitory  leaders  for  church -related  high 
school  located  in  northeastern  Georgia. 

Woman  to  be  assistant  housemother  in 
g  i  rls  dormitory  -Christian  -experienced 
either  with  own  children  or  as  youth 
worker. 

Man  experienced  in  work  with  teen-age 
youth-Christian-to  serve  as  relief 
houseparent  at  two  boys  dorms-recrea- 
tion leader-assistant  to  Dean  of 
Students. 

Would  consider  couple  who  could  work  as  a 
team  to  handle  both  tasks. 

Call  or  write 

Rabun  Gap-Nacoochee  School 
  Rabun  Gap,  Georgia  20568 


AUTHORS  WANTED  BY 
NEW  YORK  PUBLISHER 

Leading  book  publisher  seeks  manuscripts  of  all 
types:   fiction,  non-fiction,  poetry,  scholarly  and 
juvenile  works,  etc.  New  authors  welcomed.  For 
complete  information,  send  for  free  booklet  JL. 
Vantage  Press,  516  W.  34  St..  New  York  10001 
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HIGH  POINT.  NORTH  CAROLINA  27260 
Phone  883-0516 


598 

THE  HOLYLAND  HOLIDAY! 

Priced  lower  than  anything  remote- 
ly like  it  the  Holy  land  Holiday,  at 
only  $598  offers  a  full-value  all- 
expense-paid  nine-day  sightseeing 
visit  to  the  ancient  lands  of  the 
Bible-today's  Israel,  Jordan,  Syria 
and  Lebanon. 


Wholesale 
Tours 

International, 
Inc. 


CHARLOTTE 
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Rev.  and  Mrs.  W.  A.  Rock,  Jr. 
4693  Andrews  Drive 
Winston  Salem,  N.  C.  27106 
Phone  919  32k  2110 

Please  send  me  information  on 
the  above  Tour. 

Name  

Street  

City  

State 


Zip  code 


^Opportunity  for  ministers  as 
Tour  Hosts.     Write  today. 
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Sunday  School  Lesson 

By  Dr.  Raymond  A.  Smith 
(International  Lesson  Series) 


FOR  OCTOBER  15 


THE  SEXUAL  REVOLUTION 


Background  Scripture:  Exodus  20:14; 
Proverbs  7;  Matthew  5:27-30;  I  Corin- 
thians 7;  I  Thessalonians  4:1-8 

Lesson  Scripture:  I  Corinthians  7:1-7;  I 
Thessalonians  4:1-8 

The  following  quotation  was  written  by 
a  student  in  a  mineographed  student 
publication  on  the  campus  of  Duke  Uni- 
versity in  the  50's.  It  may  be  a  fitting  way 
to  introduce  our  theme. 

"Dr.  Cleland  facinates  me.  So  many  of 
the  things  he  says  I'll  not  forget,  and  one 
of  them  is  this  story:  A  boy  and  girl  were 
going  to  be  married  and  asked  Dr.  Cleland 
to  perform  the  ceremony.  When  he  asked  if 
they  were  members  of  any  church  the  boy 
replied  that  he  never  was  much  inspired  by 
churches,  that  he  could  worship  God  just 
as  well  out  in  the  forest.  'Then  why',  Dr. 
Cleland  answered,  'don't  you  get  a  pine 
tree  to  marry  you?'  To  me  these  words 
held  fast.  They  seemed  to  say  that  so  many 
people  nowadays  don't  realize  the  sym- 
bolic nature  of  the  church  to  religion,  and 
the  necessity  of  it  to  Christians." 

If  the  relevance  of  that  story  to  our 
topic  is  not  apparent,  we  could  put  it  more 
directly  by  saying  there  is  considerable 
evidence  that,  not  only  are  there  youth, 
but  many  adults,  who  do  not  know,  nor 
even  care,  what  the  church  teaches  about 
sex  and  marriage. 

It  was  reported  some  time  ago  that  in 
one  of  our  most  populous  states  there  were 
more  divorces  than  marriages  last  year. 
This,  of  course,  will  cause  no  shudders  to 
those  who  see  marriages  as  a  relic  of  our 
past  history-quite  out  of  date  in  this  age 
of  "liberation."  If  one  believes  that  we  are 
rapidly  moving  into  an  age  in  which  the 


ideas  about  sex  and  marriage  which  we 
have  inherited  from  the  Judeo-Christian 
tradition  are  to  be  disregarded,  then  we 
ought  to  be  able  to  envision  what  kind  of 
society  we  shall  then  have.  In  other  words, 
if  the  institution  of  the  family,  which  has 
been  the  nourishing,  healing  and  preserving 
power  which  protects  growing  persons 
from  the  shocks  of  an  indifferent  world, 
and  prepares  them  for  living— if  this  is 
going  to  disappear,  what  is  going  to  take  its 
place?  There  are  no  doubt  a  good  many 
readers  who  will  respond  to  the  above  with 
the  cry  "alarmist!"  To  these  the  only 
appropriate  answer  would  seem  to  be: 
"Where  have  you  been  for  the  last  two 
decades?"  Even  if  one  confined  his  reading 
to  the  newspapers,  "Dear  Abbie"  and 
"Ann  Landers"  should  have  told  him  what 
the  score  was! 

But  people  who  know  their  Bibles  have 
long  since  found  out  that  the  "good  Book" 
contains  many  passages  that  will  convince 
any  reader  that  sex  perversions  and  aber- 
rations are  not  exactly  a  brand  new  thing! 
For  example,  our  two  selections  from  the 
writings  of  St.  Paul  found  in  Corinthians 
and  Thessalonians  deal,  at  least  marginally, 
with  some  of  these  problems.  Many  count 
St.  Paul  out  because  he  wasn't  married,  and 
thus  should  have  kept  silent.  But  Paul 
didn't  go  around  with  his  eyes  shut  and  his 
ears  stuffed  with  wax!  He  had  a  church  in 
the  city  of  Corinth.  This  place  had  such  a 
bad  reputation  that  even  the  Romans 
spoke  of  a  person  with  perverted  views  of  i 
sex  as  having  been  "Corinthianized."  Paul 
knew  what  was  going  on  in  Corinth.  As  for 
his  never  having  been  married,  this  doesn't 
necessarily  mean  he  was  "allergic"  to 
women.  He  had  a  great  mission  to  ac- 
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complish,  and  he,  like  many  others  in  the 
church  at  that  time,  believed  time  was 
rapidly  running  out  and  that  "the  end  of 
the  age"  was  imminent.  He  may  also  have 
remembered  his  Lord's  teaching  to  the 
effect  that  no  moral  blame  was  to  be  at- 
tached to  those  who  preferred  the  single 
state  (see  Matthew  19:1-12). 

It  is  true  that  Paul  says  "I  could  wish  all 
were  like  myself  but  he  was  too  well 
grounded  in  his  Hebraic  heritage  to 
oppose  marriage  on  principle.  He  is  saying 
in  his  directions  to  the  church  that  hus- 
band and  wife  should  be  considerate  of 
each  other  in  the  married  relationship  as 
well  as  in  everything  else. 


Paul  tells  the  people  in  the  church  at 
Thessalonica  that  their  conduct  in  sexual 
matters  should  not  imitate  the  pagan  prac- 
tices that  existed  all  about  them.  "For  God 
has  not  called  us  for  uncleanness,  but  in 
holiness".  Jhis  idea  of  holiness,  or  clean 
living,  goes  back  to  the  heritage  of  Judaism 
where  it  is  taught  that  we  belong  to  God, 
soul  and  body,  and  are  therefore  expected 
to  live  as  God  would  have  us  live.  In  I 
Corinthians  6:19  Paul  writes:  "Your  body 
is  the  temple  of  the  Holy  Spirit  .  .  . 
therefore  honor  God  with  your  bodies."  If 
this  were  heeded  many  of  our  problems 
would  vanish! 


SUNDAY  SCHOOL  LESSON  FOR  OCTOBER  22 

THE  RACIAL  REVOLUTION 


Background   Scripture:  Genesis  1:20-27; 

Luke  10:25-37;  Ephesians  2:11-18 
Lesson  Scripture:  Luke  10:25-28;  Colos- 

sians  3:11;  James  2:1-9 

A  prominent  world  figure  was  asked 
some  years  ago  what  he  regarded  as  the 
three  most  serious  perils  confronting  man- 
kind in  these  closing  years  of  the  twentieth 
century.  He  replied  without  hesitation  (1) 
the  atomic  bomb  (2)  overpopulation  and 
,  (3)  race  prejudice.  Our  lesson  title  concerns 
i  one  of  these  perils,  and  implies  we  are 
already  in  it.  There  are,  of  course,  Rip  van 
Winkles  who  are  "sleeping  through  the 
Revolution."   Changes  in  customs  and 
;  values  are,  to  them,  merely  an  irritation, 
i  They  like  the  world  as  it  is.  This  lesson  is  a 
|  plea  to  them,  and  to  everybody  else,  to 
wake  up  and  join  the  human  race. 

Those  who  are  hoping  some  sort  of 
magical  "mumbo-jumbo"  will  be  found  by 
!  which  the  problem  of  racism  will  quietly 
go  away  are  living  in  a  fool's  paradise.  We 
already  have  enough  directions  for  settling 
'  j  this  question,  if  only  we  would  take  them 
1  i  seriously.  God,  in  his  relations  with  man- 
;  kind,  has  always  employed  two  methods: 
mercy  and  judgment.   If  we  cannot  work 


within  the  frame-work  of  God's  mercy  we 
shall  have  to  suffer  the  consequences  of  his 
judgment.  It  is  that  simple.  The  Bible  and 
secular  history  both  afford  plenty  of 
examples  of  this. 

When  we  look  at  scientific  discoveries 
we  see  that  they  have  implications  for  the 
whole  world.  They  are  saying  to  us:  "We 
humans  are  in  this  thing  together."  Tri- 
balism in  such  a  world  is  more  than  a 
curious  survival  from  early  times.  In  the 
kind  of  world  we  have  to  live  in  it  becomes 
a  sin.  The  evil  affects  of  it  can  be  seen  in 
Africa  where  the  enlightened  leaders  of 
new  nations  are  struggling  to  bring  in  a 
better  day  for  that  continent.  But  the  old 
tribal  loyalties  die  hard,  and  the  best 
efforts  of  leaders  are  frustrated  by  the 
violence  that  attends  their  goals.  Accounts 
of  cruelties  practiced  there  in  these  last 
weeks  shock  and  disgust  the  people  of  the 
world.  However,  in  the  so-called  "civilized 
nations"  tribalism  is  no  stranger.  Perhaps 
the  methods  are  not  so  crude  but  they  are 
often  just  as  cruel.  Witness  the  modern 
urban  ghetto. 

When  we  turn  to  the  scriptures  for  help 
on  this  matter  we  discover  both  evidence 
of  tribalism,  and  protests  against  it.  Jesus 
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was  making  such  a  protest  when  he  told  an 
inquirer  about  the  good  life,  the  story  of 
the  Good  Samaritan.  The  wounded  man  on 
the  road  to  Jericho  was  desperately  in  need 
of  help.  Jesus  makes  the  Samaritan, 
member  of  a  group  despised  by  the  Jews, 
the  hero  of  the  story.  It  was  he  who  came 
to  the  victim's  rescue  after  two  repre- 
sentatives of  Jesus'  own  nation  had  coldly 
passed  him  by.  The  story  seems  to  be 
saying  that  a  man's  neighbor  is  the  man 
who  needs  help;  no  matter  where  he  lives. 

In  the  passage  from  Colossians  3:11 
there  is  a  clear  affirmation  of  the  equality 
which  should  exist  within  the  circle  of 
those  who  "have  discarded  the  old  nature 
with  its  deeds  and  have  put  on  the  new 
nature,  which  is  being  constantly  renewed 
in  the  image  of  its  Creator  and  brought  to 
know  God."  It  further  states  that  "there  is 
no  question  here  of  Greek  and  Jew, 
circumcised  or  uncircumcised,  barbarian, 
Scythian,  free  men,  slave;  but  Christ  is  all, 
and  is  in  all"  (NEB). 

From  the  book  of  James  comes  another 
appeal  for  discarding  old  patterns  of 
division  (James  2:1-9).  Christians  are  urged 


IT  MUST  BE  HELL! 
by  Willard  L.  Stevens 

Back  in  the  thirties  I  learned  a  song, 
entitled,  "Down  by  the  Riverside."  The 
chorus  says,  "Ain't  goin't  study  war  no 
more.  Ain't  goin't  study  war  no  more." 
About  three  hundred  of  us  young  people 
used  to  "raise  the  roof  singing  this  song  at 
our  Summer  Conference  at  Western  Mary- 
land College. 

Our  Fulton  WSCS  used  it  the  other 
evening  down  by  the  Yadkin  River.  I 
thought  about  how  we  used  to  use  it  and 
why  people  stopped  singing  it.  I  suppose 
we  stopped  using  it  about  the  time  we  en- 

The  Rev.  Mr.  Steven  is  pastor  of  the  Elbaton 
Charge  in  the  Thomasville  District. 


to  "show  no  partiality"  since  they  "hold 
the  faith  of  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ."  The 
picture  in  this  Scripture  is  that  of  a  church 
in  which  some  are  guilty  of  discrimination 
against  those  they  regard  as  inferior  to 
them.  But  it  is  made  clear  that  such  atti- 
tudes have  no  place  in  the  circle  of  be- 
lievers. The  argument  of  James  is  that  since 
God  "has  chosen  those  who  are  poor  in  the 
world  to  be  heirs  of  the  Kingdom",  no 
person  should  be  rash  enough  to  condemn 
what  God  has  approved.  It  is  further 
emphasized  in  this  passage  that  snobbery  is 
sin. 

One  of  the  country's  outstanding 
leaders,  Ben  E.  Mays,  wrote  in  1957: 
"Segregation  on  the  basis  of  color  or  race  is 
a  wicked  thing  because  it  penalizes  a 
person  for  being  what  God  made  him  and 
for  conditions  over  which  he  has  no 
control."  To  do  this,  he  says,  is  like  saying 
to  God,  "You  made  a  mistake  when  you 
made  people  of  different  races  and 
colors."  We  can  only  conclude  by  asking 
this  question:  When  will  "Bible-believing" 
racists  discover  there  is  no  shelter  for  their 
position  in  the  Bible? 


tered  World  War  II  in  December  of  1941. 

I  spent  four  years  in  the  army  doing  just 
the  opposite  of  what  I  had  sung.  As  ai 
Training  Officer  in  the  Air  Corps,  I  studied  I 
war.  There  was  one  thing  though  that  II 
never  changed  my  mind  about  and  that  is 
this,  War  is  Hell. 

I  know  War  must  be  Hell  because  it1 
doesn't  make  sense.  Analyze  it,  scrutinize 
it,  define  it,  rationalize  it  and  try  to  justify 
it.  The  answer  is  always  the  same.  It 
doesn't  make  sense ! 

Senator  Mark  Hatfield  states  that  about 
a  million  lives  have  been  lost  in  a  little 
country  thousands  of  miles  away.  Now 
does  this  make  sense:  How  have  thousands 
of  religious  leaders  let  1,000,000  men, 
women  and  children  be  crushed  into  the 
dust  without  hardly  shedding  a  tear  about 
it?  Does  this  make  sense? 

Across  this  nation  thousands  of  reli- 
gious leaders  shout  on  Sundays  that  Jesus 
is  the  Way,  and  He  is.  Yet,  for  some  reason. 
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we  haven't  made  the  people  willing  to  take 
this  Way  and  end  this  evil  in  that  little 
land.  At  least  end  our  involvement  in  it. 

A  popular  religious  leader  visits  the 
country.  Why?  Can  you  imagine  him  stand- 
ing before  50,000  soldiers  and  proclaiming 
Jesus  as  the  Way.  Can  you  imagine  him 
preaching,  Jesus  says  for  us  to  love  our 
enemies?  Can  we  who  speak  so  glibly  about 
Christ  do  this? 

Now  how  about  this:  across  this  land  of 
ours  there  are  millions  of  church  members. 
How  is  it  that  millions  of  people  who  say 
Jesus  is  the  Prince  of  Peace  continue  to 
support  this  evil?  Does  that  make  sense? 

One  day  I  walked  into  a  Bible  Book 
Store  operated  by  a  church.  I  asked  the 
clerk  if  he  has  any  books  or  pamphlets  that 
give  a  Christian  view  of  War.  He  looks  at 
me  as  if  I  were  a  traitor.  He  tells  me  that 
the  only  way  we  can  deal  with  the  heathen 
Communists  is  to  kill  them.  This  man 
attends  a  church  on  Sunday.  The  minister 
works  very  hard  in  his  sermons  to  try  to 
get  this  man  to  learn  God's  plan  of  sal- 


vation. The  shelves  of  the  store  are  filled 
with  books  and  pamphlets  and  tracts  about 
how  to  be  saved. 

Yes,  on  Sunday  he  is  told  that  God 
loves  the  sinner  and  we  must  take  Christ 
to  him.  On  Monday  he  tells  that  the  only 
way  to  deal  with  the  heathen  is  to  kill 
them.  That  is  those  way  over  there.  Does 
that  make  sense? 

In  another  store  I  ask  for  a  Bible  for  my 
boy's  twenty-first  birthday.  The  clerk  is  a 
lady.  She  tells  me  that  a  man  came  in  the 
other  day  that  was  against  this  un-declared 
war.  She  said  she  asked  him  a  question.  It 
was,  "Have  you  ever  known  a  time  when 
Christians  have  not  had  to  fight  to  keep 
their  right  to  speak  the  Gospel?"  She  said 
the  man  could  not  answer  her.  Does  that 
make  sense?  Christians  killing  people  so 
they  can  have  the  right  to  preach  the  Gos- 
pel that  saves  sinners? 

A  young  Christian  man  says  to  me, 
"You've  got  to  kill  those  people  over  there 

(Continued  on  page  29) 
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YOUTH  DO  WANT  BIBLE  STUDY 

It  was  with  joy  that  I  found  the  article, 
"Do  our  Young  People  REALLY  want  to 
Study  the  Bible?"  by  Peg  Calbeck  Neal  in 
Sept.  7  issue  of  North  Carolina  Christian 
Advocate.  As  a  thirty-five-year  teaching 
veteran  in  the  Methodist  Church,  I  am  in 
hearty  agreement  with  the  results  of  her 
youth  survey. 

Young  people  do  want  to  study  the 
Bible  when  they  are  allowed  to  discuss  the 
issues  without  somebody  getting  mad, 
including  teacher;  when  they  choose 
among  themselves  what  they  want  to 
study;  when,  if  some  interesting  sideline 
comes  along,  they  are  free  to  stop  and 
thresh  it  out;  when  teacher  does  not  stand 
up  and  lecture,  with  the  idea  that  "Teacher 
knows  it  all,  and  don't  you  dare  disagree  or 
you'll  get  slapped  down,  "-verbally,  that 
is.  Students  respond  to  a  sense  of  humor, 
respect  for  their  opinions  and  right  to 
differ,  and  a  genuine  love  for  them  on  the 
part  of  the  teacher. 

Some  three  years  ago,  my  class  of 
sophomores  and  juniors  at  Midway  United 
Methodist  Church,  Thomasville  District, 
having  gotten  tired  of  the  church  literature 
designed  for  that  age  group,  asked  to  study 
the  Bible,  beginning  with  the  book  of 
Matthew.  I  felt  completely  overwhelmed, 
but  decided  to  do  what  I  could.  Using 
Today's  English  Version  of  the  New 
Testament  by  The  American  Bible  Society 
as  our  class  textbooks,  with  Barclay's 
Commentaries,  Bible  Dictionaries  and 
Concordances,  and  various  other  helps  for 
reference,  including  prayerfully  asking  the 
Holy  Spirit  to  guide  us,  the  class  has  been 
successful  beyond  my  expectations. 

Two  seminars  on  teaching  methods,  led 
by  Rev.  Tom  Lee  and  Rev.  Paul  Duckwall, 
have  been  most  helpful.  This  type  of 
teaching  requires,  at  least  for  me,  hours  of 
study  and  research,  but  I  feel  somehow 
that  this  is  my  gift  to  God. 

As  to  being  allowed  to  question  the 
Bible,  where  did  we  ever  get  the  idea  the 
Bible  was  a  frail  thing,  liable  to  be 
overthrown  if  honestly  questioned  or 
doubted?  It  is  God's  Word,  alive  and  strong 


and  pertinent  to  today's  issues  as  it  has 
been  for  thousands  of  years.  Didn't  Job 
question  God  in  faith,  and  was  he  not 
gloriously  answered?  Did  not  Jesus  say, 
"Seek  and  ye  shall  find,  knock  and  it  shall 
be  opened  unto  you."?  We  have  found  it 
wonderfully  true. 

It  is  to  be  prayerfully  hoped  that  the 
church  school  literature  will  again  stress 
the  study  of  the  Bible,  and  that  even  more 
classes  will  return  directly  to  the  Bible  as  a 
textbook.  Our  young  people  have  enjoyed 
and  learned  from  this  method;  other  classes 
would  also. 

Again  I  say  to  Mrs.  Neal,  "More  power 
to  you!" 

Mildred  R.  Zimmerman 
Lexington 

DS'S  SHOULD  BE  LAYMEN 

May  I  add  my  Amen  to  Sam  Under- 
wood's endorsement  of  Brother  Edwin 
Earnhardt's  suggestion  that  our  church 
adopt  Christian  laymen  as  administrators 
to  replace  our  present  District  Superinten- 
dents. I  have  already  so  complimented  Mr. 
Earnhardt. 

I  am  not  sure  of  a  shortage  of  ministers, 
but  since  no  one  has  disputed  the  claim,  I 
assume  it  to  be  true.  There  are  dozens  of 
retired  businessmen,  some  involuntarily 
retired,  who  are  Christian  leaders  in  our 
Church.  Some  of  these  men  are  miserable 
without  work,  and  many  without  an  avoca- 
tion, who  would  welcome  the  responsi- 
bility and  with  modest  remuneration. 
There  are  many  capable  businessmen 
available,  which  is  primarily  what  the 
office  seems  to  require. 

In  these  trying  and  rapidly  changing 
times  we  are  experiencing,  it  seems  an  ' 
oddity  to  waste  the  God-given  talents  of 
these  good  ministers.  There  are  thousands 
of  Methodists  and  others  who  hunger  for 
good  preaching.  These  district  superinten- 
dents should  be  allowed  to  continue  shar- 
ing their  talents  as  their  health  might 
permit.  May  our  Establishment  finally  get 
around  to  seeing  the  great  good  that  might 
be  accomplished  by  such  a  change. 

Charles  F.  Cowell 
Washington 
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Christmas^ 
cards  /' 


Designed  by  a 
Norwegian  artist, 
this  year's 
Christmas 
card  offered  by 
The  Upper  Room  will 
give  unique  color  and  interest  to 
your  greeting. 

25  cards  with  matching  envelopes, 
$3.00;  100  cards,  $10.00 


Living 
on  Tiptoe 


by  Jo  Carr 

A  book  of  devotions 
for  homes  with  school- 
age  children,  written 
for  the  family 
interested  in  sharing 
and  growing  together  in  their  faith. 
Per  copy,  $1.25;  10  or  more,  $1.00  ea. 


So,  Open 
the  Door 


by  Idalee  Volk 

A  new  book  of 
devotional  and 
inspirational  verse,) 
with  special  over- 
tones related  to 
putting  one's  faith 
into  action. 

Per  copy,  35<;  10  or  more,  30<  each. 


The  Upf)er  Room 

1  Disciplines 

il973 

Daily  devotions 
written  for  ministers, 
tiii     church  leaders  and 
'••\\    others  who  want  a 
deeper  experience 
in  the  vital  reality 
of  Key  73. 
|  Per  copy,  $1.50;  10  or  more,  $1.30  ea. 


Write  for  our  free  catalogue 
of  devotional  literature  for 
easy  Christmas  shopping  at 
home. 


The 


Upper  Room 


Dept.  124 

1908  Grand  Ave. 
Nashville,  Tenn.  37203 


JOIN  US  ON  OUR 
ANNUAL  HOLY  LAND  TOUR 
Departure  Date,  December  27,  1972 
10  Day  Trip  Only  $699.00 
Free  Colorful  Brochures 
REV.  BOB  DENNIS 
515  West  Ridge  Ave. 
Landis,  North  Carolina  28088 
857-5031  Telephone  857-5041 


War  Must  Be  Hell 
(Continued  from  page  27) 

or  they  will  come  over  here  and  take  us 
over." 

Those  people  over  there!  People  who 
live  thousands  of  miles  away.  People  who 
have  no  navy.  The  planes  they  have  given 
to  them  by  other  countries.  These  people 
are  going  to  come  thousands  of  miles  to 
take  us  over.  Does  that  make  sense? 

Why  are  we  fighting  a  little  poor,  un- 
developed nation?  Why,  (if  we  believe  in 
fighting  as  a  way  to  bring  peace,)  aren't  we 
fighting  the  Big  boys?  Why  tear  the  little 
one  to  pieces?  God  help  us  sinners! 

In  the  Bible  Book  Store  there  is  a  book 
supporting  war.  It  says  that  there  are  times 
in  history  when  God  uses  the  good  people 
to  kill  off  the  bad.  If  any  one  has  this  dis- 
torted view  let  me  say  to  you:  when  God 
gets  ready  to  carry  on  a  war,  He  won't 
need  billions  of  dollars,  millions  of  men 
and  ten  years  to  beat  up  a  little  nation! 

Through  the  years  of  my  ministry  I 
have  seen  occasions  when  people  got  ex- 
cited about  "Turning  the  Nation  to 
Christ."  It's  about  like  the  idea  of  trying  to 
"Put  Christ  into  Christmas."  It  sounds 
good  but  never  works.  If  anything  happens 
it's  this;  we  throw  a  cloak  of  righteouness 
over  the  ways  of  the  world  and  try  to  call 
it  all  holy. 

War  is  Hell.  Everything  that  Jesus 
taught  and  did  proves  it  in  one  way  or 
another.  How  long  can  Christians  support 
an  evil?  When  will  we  preach  and  live  His 
Way?  The  way  of  the  Cross  leads  home. 
Let's  pick  up  ours  now! 
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CAROLINA  BRIEFS 


Leslie  UM  Church,  Dunn,  observed 
homecoming  Oct.  1 ,  with  a  former  pastor, 
Rev.  B.D.  Critcher,  now  pastor  of  Parker's 
Grove  UM  Church,  Linden,  as  guest 
preacher. 

*  *  * 

Rev.  H.  Langill  Watson,  Pastor  of  Uni- 
versity UM  Church  in  Chapel  Hill,  received 
a  Merrill  Fellowship  for  a  semester  of  study 
at  Harvard  University  Divinity  School.  He 
is  now  on  a  three-month  leave  of  absence 
from  University  Church  and  will  be  in 
residence  at  Harvard  from  Sept.  20  through 
Dec.  20. 

*  *  * 

Rev.  Jack  Page,  Raleigh  District  super- 
intendent, will  preach  for  homecoming  at 
Cokesbury  UM  Church,  Raleigh,  on  Sun- 
day, Oct.  8. 

*  *  * 

Mrs.  Milton  T,  Mann,  wife  of  the  minis- 
ter of  First  UM  Church,  Hertford,  has  been 
selected  as  one  of  the  Outstanding  Young 
Women  of  America  for  1972. 

*  *  * 

Davis  Street  UM  Church,  Burlington, 
will  have  its  annual  revival  Oct.  8-12.  Rev. 
Ervin  Houser  of  Cedar  Falls  will  be  the 
guest  preacher. 

*  *  * 

The  Fellowship  Class  of  St.  Paul  UM 
Church,  Durham,  has  sent  a  letter  to  the 
editor  of  Church  School  Publications  of 
the  United  Methodist  Church  objecting  to 
"the  type  cover  and  choice  of  words  used 
on  the  Adult  Bible  Studies  for  September, 
October,  November  1972."  The  resolution 
further  states,  "We  would  hope  in  the 
future  to  see  some  with  a  more  Christian 
appearance  than  this  cover,  and  done  in 


better  taste. "James  Young  is  president  and 
Estelle  D.  Yocom,  secretary,  of  the  Fellow- 
ship Class. 

*  *  * 

Dr.  Thomas  A.  Collins,  president  of 
N.C.  Wesley  an  College  in  Rocky  Mount, 
was  elected  lieutenant  governor  of  Division 
Six  at  Kiwanis  International's  Carolinas 
District  Convention,  held  in  Wilmington  in 
September.  The  Carolinas  District  includes 
both  North  and  South  Carolina  with  more 
than  9,000  Kiwanians  in  more  than  150 
clubs  within  the  two  states,  plus  members 
of  Circle  K  and  Key  Clubs.  Division  Six 
consists  of  the  Kiwanis  Clubs  of  North- 
eastern North  Carolina. 

*  *  * 

Bishop  Robert  M.  Blackburn  will  preach 
in  St.  Paul's  UM  Church,  Carolina  Beach, 
when  homecoming  day  is  held  on  Sunday, 
Oct.  8.  He  also  will  conduct  the  dedication 
ceremony  of  the  sanctuary  and  education 
building.  In  memory  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  O.C. 
Miller,  longtime  church  members,  the  fel- 
lowship hall  will  be  officially  named  the 
Miller  Fellowship  Hall.  A  luncheon  will  I 
follow  the  services.  All  former  members, 
pastors  and  friends  of  the  church  are 
invited. 

*** 

Hope  Mills  UM  Church,  Hope  Mills,  will 
have  its  annual  homecoming,  Sunday,  Oct. 
15.  Rev.  O.L.  Hathaway  of  Raleigh  will  be 
the  guest  speaker.  Mr.  Hathaway  is  assis- 
tant program  director  of  the  N.C.  Con- 
ference with  special  emphasis  on  Steward- 
ship. Former  pastors  and  friends  are 
invited. 

*** 

Homecoming  day  will  be  observed  at 
Hopewell  UN  Church,  Newton  Grove, 
Sunday,  Oct.  8.  Rev  Lester  A.  Tilley  of 
Garner,  a  former  pastor,  will  preach.  All 
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friends,  former  pastors,  and  former  mem- 
bers of  the  church  are  invited.  Revival 
services  will  be  held  at  Hopewell  Church, 
Oct.  9-13.  The  evangelist  will  be  Rev.  J. 
Malloy  Owen,  minister  of  St.  Mark's  UM 
Church  in  Raleigh. 


IN  MEMORI  AM 


Rev.  Ben  O.  Merritt 

Rev.  Ben  O.  Merritt,  83,  a  retired  member  of 
the  North  Carolina  Annual  Conference  died  sud- 
denly on  Thursday,  September  7,  at  Rex  Hospital 
in  Raleigh. 

Funeral  services  were  conducted  on  Saturday, 
September  9,  at  the  First  United  Methodist 
Church  in  Cary  where  Mr.  Merritt  had  served 
from  1950-53  and  had  been  active  since  his  re- 
tirement. The  service  was  conducted  by  the  Rev. 
James  G.  White,  pastor;  Rev.  Jack  Page,  Raleigh 
District  superintendent;  and  Rev.  Wade  Goldston 
of  Rocky  Mount,  a  long-time  associate  and 
friend. 

A  native  of  Sampson  County,  he  is  survived  by 
his  wife,  Mrs.  Ethel  Goodyear  Merritt,  who  con- 
tinues to  make  her  home  in  Cary,  two  sons,  Ben 
of  Fayetteville  and  Wilbur  of  Rocky  Mount,  and 
several  grandchildren. 

Brother  Merritt  retired  in  1957  following 
nearly  forty  years  of  service  in  the  pastorate.  He 
was  admitted  into  the  conference  at  Greenville  in 
1917,  ordained  Deacon  in  1919  and  Elder  in 
1921.  Appointments  served  were:  Rougemont 
I  Circuit,  Orange  Circuit,  Milton  Circuit,  Ingold 
Circuit,  Chadburn,  Mt.  Tirza,  North  Gates, 
jAhoskie,  Tar  River,  Graham-West  Burlington, 
Snow  Hill,  Robbins,  Hertford,  Cary  and  Bailey. 
iHe  served  following  his  retirement  at  First 
IChurch  in  Cary  as  an  associate  and  was  active  in 
jthe  church  until  the  time  of  his  death. 

Brother  Merritt  was  noted  for  his  great  know- 
ledge and  love  of  the  Scriptures  and  the  evangel- 
istic fervor  and  spirit  of  his  preaching.  He  was  in 
^constant  demand  as  a  revival  speaker  during  his 
Entire  ministry.  In  recent  years,  his  knowledge  of 
ijthe  Scripture  made  him  much  in  demand  as  a 
:eacher  and  leader  of  Bible  Study  classes  and 
|*roups. 

James  G.  White,  Jr. 


WORLD  SERVICE 
is 

People  Serving  People 


AUTUMN  AND  SPRING 


How  beautiful  is  autumn-time 
With  leaves  of  color  falling! 

And  through  the  little  vacancies 
I  hear  new  springtime  calling. 

-Ernest  C.  Durham 


1 1  -Day  Holy  Land 
And  Rome  Tour 
Departs  Mar.  12,  1973 

$719  total.  Everything  included.  Air-fare, 
food,  first-class  hotels,  taxes,  tips,  etc.  No 
additional  charges.  Director  is  Donald  E. 
Wildmon,  a  United  Methodist  minister  who 
is  one  of  the  most  experienced  and  best 
qualified  directors  of  Holy  Land  tours  in 
America.  Truly  one  of  the  finest  Holy 
Land  tours  available.  Save  $25  by  register- 
ing before  Dec.  1.  Ideal  trip  for  your 
minister.  For  full  Details  write: 

Donald  E.  Wildmon 
Holy  Land  Tours 
P.O.  Box  1368 

Tupelo,  Miss.  38801 
Phone  601-844-4500 
Ministers:  Inquire  about  our  Tour  Host 
Program  on  your  letterhead. 


OPPORTUNITIES 

Five  cents  a  word.  Please  count  your  words 
and  send  remittance  when  sending  your  copy 

APPLICATIONS  are  being  accepted  for  the 
position  of  Director  of  the  Wesley  Foundation  at 
A&T  State  University  in  Greensboro.  Inquiries 
should  be  sent  to  Mrs.  Zoe  Barbee,  Rt.  6,  Box 
527-A,  Greensboro,  N.C.  before  Novemember  1, 
1972. 

FOR  SALE:  Cottage  for  retirement  or  invest- 
ment at  Lake  Junaluska.  This  unfurnished,  brick 
and  frame  cottage  located  on  corner  lot  of  Kil- 
gore  Road  has  three  bedrooms,  livingroom,  kit- 
chen and  bath.  Oil  furnace  and  fresh  paint. 
Price  $17,500.00;  Contact:  Mrs.  Cosgrove,  P.O. 
Box  583,  Lake  Junaluska,  N.C,  Tele.  456-5597 
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THE  CHRISTIAN  WORKS  FOR  PEACE 

by  Bryan  Crenshaw 

If  all  the  common  men  in  all  the  common  places  were  interviewed  and  were  asked  the 
question,  "If  you  could  have  one  wish  for  earth,  what  would  you  wish?"  there  is  no 
doubt  but  the  overwhelming  answer  would  be  "Peace." 

Here  is  one  of  our  great  desires.  Here  is  a  longing  that  has  been  in  the  hearts  of  men 
for  ages.  But  as  we  survey  the  world  today-Viet  Nam,  India,  China,  Africa,  Israel-we 
know  that  the  dream  for  peace  remains  just  a  dream. 

Perhaps  there  is  no  area  in  which  we  as  individuals  feel  as  helpless  as  we  do  in  making  a 
contribution  to  bringing  peace  in  the  world.  The  issues  involved  are  so  complex;  the 
struggling  powers  are  so  strong;  the  problems  are  so  vast.  We  feel  that  our  ability  to  make, 
any  contribution  is  negligible. 

However,  it  is  important  to  see  that  we  can  make  a  contribution,  and  that  in  Christian; 
duty,  we  must  make  such  contributions  as  we  can. 

Let  us  take  our  feeling  of  inadequacy  and  look  at  it  from  another  direction.  As  many  ; 
of  you,  I  was  a  soldier  in  World  War  II.  What  was  my  contribution  in  that  great  effort? 
Perhaps  not  too  much-I  did  my  duty;  I  filled  my  place;  I  participated  in  battle  and 
suffered  wounds.  But  one  soldier's  contribution  is  not  much,  and  the  outcome  of  the  war 
would  not  have  been  different  if  I  had  not  even  been  in  it.  The  thing  that  made  the 
difference  was  the  cumulative  effect— one  man  was  linked  to  another,  and  another: 
companies,  regiments,  divisions,  armies  were  formed;  in  the  linking  of  individuals  with 
each  doing  his  part,  victory  was  won. 

What  can  one  do  for  peace?  At  least  as  much  as  one  can  do  for  war!  Doing  his  duty 
filling  his  place,  participating  in  the  process,  suffering  wounds  if  necessary.  And  in  the 
cumulative  effect,  peace  can  be  a  reality. 

Jesus  said,  "Blessed  are  the  peacemakers,  for  they  shall  be  called  the  children  of  God.' 
The  phrasing  of  this  shows  that  the  path  to  peace  is  not  a  passive  activity,  but  an  active 
one.  The  statement  is  not  "blessed  are  the  peaceful,"  but  "blessed  are  the  peacemakers.' 

Peace  does  not  mean  the  mere  absence  of  war,  but  the  presence  of  justice,  freedom  J 
love,  truth  and  opportunity.  As  Christians,  we  can  pray,  work  and  live  for  these  attribute:  I 
to  be  realities  in  our  own  lives  and  in  the  world. 


The  Rev.  Mr.  Crenshaw  is  pastor  of  Shandon  UM  Church  in  Columbia,  S.C. 
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WHERE  IT  IS 

; ;      4  Numbers  Are  Not  Evil  '  I 
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OUR  COVER  PHOTOGRAPHS  were 
made  during  the  Annual  Meeting  of  the  N. 
C.  Conference  Women's  Society  of  Chris- 
tian Service  Oct.  10  and  11  at  Hayes 
Barton  UM  Church  in  Raleigh.  Top,  open- 
ing session  on  Tuesday  morning;  left,  wait- 
ing in  line  for  lunch;  right,  Warren  and 
Mary  Ebinger,  Washington,  D.  C,  who 
participated  in  the  two  day  program; 
bottom,  conference  WSCS  officers:  from 
left,  Mrs.  D.  K.  Fry,  president;  Mrs.  Earl 
Peterson,  treasurer;  Mrs.  Charles  Dorsett, 
vice-president,  and  Mrs.  E.  G.  Craig,  secre- 
tary. (See  page  10.) 

*  *  * 


OPPORTUNITIES 

Five  cents  a  word.  Please  count  your  words 
and  send  remittance  when  sending  your  copy 


WANTED:  Full-time  Director  of  Education  and 
Music  for  medium  size  church  in  central  N.  C. 
Salary  negotiable.  Write:  Director  Education/ 
Music,  Box  508,  Greensboro. 


FOR  SALE:  Cottage  for  retirement  or  invest- 
ment at  Lake  Junaluska.  This  unfurnished,  brick 
and  frame  cottage  located  on  corner  lot  of  Kil- 
gore  Road  has  three  bedrooms,  livingroom,  kit- 
chen and  bath.  Oil  furnace  and  fresh  paint. 
Price  $17,500.00;  Contact:  Mrs.  Cosgrove,  P.O. 
Box  583,  Lake  Junaluska,  N.C.,  Tele.  456-5597 


STATEMENT  OF  OWNERSHIP, 
MANAGEMENT  AND  CIRCULATION 

The  NORTH  CAROLINA  CHRISTIAN 
ADVOCATE  is  published  bi-weekly  on  Thurs- 
days at  429  W.  Friendly  Avenue,  Greensboro,  N.^ 
C.  27401,  with  headquarters  or  general  business 
offices  at  the  same  location.  The  publisher  is  The 
Methodist  Board  of  Publication,  Inc.,  with  Dr> 
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Actual  number  of  copies  of  last  issue  (Sep 
tember  21,  1972):  Total,  19,998.  Paid  circulate 
(all  by  mail  subscription),  19,948;  copies  fo 
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Calendar  of  Coming  Events 


MEETINGS  OF  WIDER  INTEREST 

23-  24  Southeastern  Jurisdictional  Council,  Lake  Junaluska 

24-  25  General  Board  of  Publication,  Nashville,  Tenn. 

24-26  Commission  of  Religion  in  Appalachia,  Lake  Junaluska 

30-Nov.  1  Divinity  School  Convocation  and  N.C.  Pastors'  School,  Duke  University 

7-1 1  National  Conference  of  Christian  Educators  Fellowship,  Boston 

13-16  Fellowship  of  Town  and  Country  Workers,  Hinton  Rural  Life  Center,  Hayesville 


NORTH  CAROLINA  CONFERENCE 

22  Lay /Clergy  Dialogue,  Raleigh  District,  Cary,  First,  2:30  p.m. 

23  Raleigh  District  Council  on  Ministries,  Methodist  Bldg.,  9:30  a.m. 

25  Founders  Day  Convocation,  Board  of  Trustees  Mtg.,  N.C.  Wesley  an  College,  Rocky  Mount 

26  Division  of  Ministry,  Methodist  Bldg.,  Raleigh,  10  a.m. 

28  Raleigh  District  Stewardship  Training  Session,  Methodist  Bldg.,  10  a.m. 

28  Conference  Youth  Rally,  Duke  University 

1  Founders'  Day  and  Trustee  Mtg.,  Methodist  College,  10:30  a.m. 

4  Division  of  Lay  Life  and  Work,  Methodist  Bldg.,  10  a.m. 

9  Methodist  Board  of  Publication,  Holiday  Inn,  South,  Greensboro,  10:30  a.m. 

10  Louisburg  College  Board  of  Trustees,  11  a.m. 

17  Conference  Council  on  Ministries,  Methodist  Bldg. 

19  Raleigh  District  Conference,  Cary,  First  Church,  2:30  p.m. 

19  Fayetteville  District  Conference,  2  p.m. 

26-30  Raleigh  and  Durham  Districts  Confirmation  Lab,  Henderson,  First  Church 

27  Raleigh  District  Council  on  Ministries,  Methodist  Bldg.,  9:30  a.m. 

27  Junaluska  Dinner  for  Elizabeth  City  and  Rocky  Mount  Districts 

28  Junaluska  Dinner  for  Goldsboro  and  New  Bern  Districts 

29  Junaluska  Dinner  for  Wilmington  and  Greenville  Districts 

30  Junaluska  Dinner  for  Fayetteville,  Rockingham  and  Sanford  Districts 
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WESTERN  NORTH  CAROLINA  CONFERENCE 
Board  of  Evangelism  Mtg.,  Methodist  Bldg.,  Statesville 
Charlotte  District  Convocation    on  Christian  Mission,  Charlotte 
Clinic  in  Preaching,  Abernethy  Memorial,  Asheville,  10  a.m. 

Board  of  Pensions,  Duke  Endowment  Board  Room,  NCNC  Bldg.,  Charlotte  10:30  a.m. 
Gastonia  District  Superintendent's  Convocation  on  Missions,  Stanley  Church,  5:30  p.m. 
Cabinet  Meeting,  Durham 

Pastoral  Visit  of  Bishop  Hunt  with  laymen  and  ministers  of  N.  Wilkesboro  District, 
Wilkesboro  Church,  3  p.m. 

Clinic  in  Preaching,  Abernethy  Memorial,  Asheville,  10  a.m. 

Clinic  in  Preaching,  Abernethy  Memorial,  Asheville,  10  a.m. 

Conference  Council  on  Ministries,  Hartsell  Church,  Hickory 

Thomasville  District  Comm.  on  Ministry,  Fair  Grove  Church,  9  a.m. 

Council  on  Ministries  Staff  Retreat,  Camp  Carrolwood 

Gastonia  District  Council  on  Ministries,  7:30  p.m. 

Surry  Board  of  Missions  Dinner  Mtg.,  Dobson  Church,  6:30  p.m. 
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With  General  Conference  and  Annual 
Conference  sessions  behind  us,  it  may  be 
wise  to  take  a  fresh  look  at  a  strange 
development,  a  perplexing  kind  of  paradox 
which  has  grown  strong  in  recent  years.  As 
we  make  plans  and  rearrange  structures,  let 
us  ponder  this  three-faceted  development: 

-Membership  in  church  and  church 
school  continues  to  decrease. 

-There  is  a  strong  emphasis  upon 
inclusiveness. 

-Yet,  there  is  apparent  tendency  to 
minimize  the  importance  of  numbers. 


This  is  a  strange  situation:  when  many 
of  us  have  been  vocal  in  proclaiming  the 
open  door  to  all  persons,  whatever  their 
economic  status,  racial  origin  or  ethnic 
background,  there  is  the  concomitant 
hesitancy  to  reach  out,  to  win,  to  invite 
persons  into  the  church  fellowship.  We 
whine  and  apologize  about  our  decreasing 
rolls,  yet  at  the  same  time  there  is  in  many 
quarters  a  strong  resistance  to  any  kind  of 
strong  and  forthright  program  for  reaching 
persons,  often  sounding  the  note  that 
numbers  are  not  important,  that  we  had 
best  concentrate  on  nurturing  and  teaching 
those  already  within  the  membership.  I  re- 
peat-it's a  strange  situation. 

Part  of  the  explanation  for  believing 
numbers  to  be  evil  is  in  a  rightful,  legiti- 
mate reaction  against  what  was  at  times  an 
excessive,  unbalanced  stress  upon  measur- 
ing the  greatness  of  a  local  church  by  size, 
or  by  testing  the  effectiveness  of  a  pastor 
in  terms  of  numbers  of  converts.  "We  have 
the  biggest  church";  "I  received  more 
people  into  the  church  than  any  other  past- 
or in  the  Conference,"  were  attitudes  all 
too  often  expressed.  It  has  been  healthy  to 
have  a  reaction  against  this  thin,  un- 
Christlike  accent. 


But  do  we  need  to  overly  react,  to  go 
so  far  in  the  opposite  direction  that  we 
slow  down,  smother,  or  nullify  a  legitimate 
interest  in  reaching  persons,  in  having  a 
clean  and  justifiable  respect  for  numbers  in 
terms  of  their  symbolizing  a  rightful  con- 
cern? Recently  a  prominent  preacher  said 
what  many  others  have  proudly 
proclaimed:  "The  Bible  is  not  concerned 
about  size,  about  numbers.  The  issue  is 
clearly  quality  and  not  numbers."  Well,  of 
course,  that  is  a  basic  truth  if  you  make 
numbers,  per  se,  the  motivation  and  the 
goal  of  preaching,  of  witnessing,  of 
nurturing.  There  is  the  other  side,  however, 
of  that  truth— every  person  is  a  number! 
Jesus  was  most  surely  concerned  about 
persons,  or  else  why  did  He  send  out  His 
followers,  two  by  two,  to  proclaim  and  to 
witness?  If  a  number  is  inherently  evil  how 
do  you  explain  the  writer  of  the  Book  of 
Acts  describing  Pentecost  in  the  number  of 
persons  who  were  involved  in  that  develop 
ing  community  of  believers?  Why  is  the 
very  pulse-beat  of  the  early  movement  one 
of  a  steady  repetition  of  the  phrase 
"persons  were  added  to  the  number'" 
(Acts  2:41, 47;5:16;8:38, etc.) 

In  seeking  to  answer  whether  or  no 
numbers  are  inherently  evil,  let  us  note  th< 
following: 

1.  The  coming  of  Jesus  was  centere< 
in  the  sharing  of  the  reality  of  God,  an< 
thereby  in  the  discovery  of  meaning  for  in 
dividuals  and  for  groups.  John  3: 16  is  ver  ' 
specific.  "Here  are  words  you  may  trust 
words  that  merit  full  acceptance:  Chris 
Jesus  came  into  the  world  to  save  sinners. 
(I  Timothy  1:15)  Certainly  a  sinner  is  on 
who  is  in  the  grip  of  meaninglessness  be 
cause  he  or  she  has  no  conscious  relation*  1 
bearing  with  God. 

2.  In  our  day  when  for  many,  withi  i 
and    without   the   Church,  institution;  I 
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religion  is  a  low  priority,  let  it  be  said  that 
the  idea  that  religion  is  strictly  a  personal 
matter  is  not  entirely  dead,  even  when 
there  are  many  accolades  on  the  import- 
ance of  "community."  Indeed,  John 
Wesley  said  it  years  ago  that  Christian 
living  is  absolutely  inseparable  from  its 
community.  The  entry  into  Christian  ex- 
perience of  God  is  when  we  throw  in  our 
lot  with  the  people  of  God,  however,  im- 
perfect and  weak  the  people  of  God  within 
the  institutional  church  may  be.  Our  in- 
stitutional religion  will  continue  to 
exasperate  us  because  it  is  carried  on 
through  the  words  and  lives  of  imperfect, 
sinful  human  beings.  Yet,  is  there  any 
other  way  of  knowing  the  Christ,  that  He  is 
risen  and  alive  and  really  available,  than  in 
the  groups  which  believe  this  and  want  to 
share  this  truth  with  one  another? 

3.  The  stark,  naked  fact  is  that  Christ- 
ian disciples,  of  whatever  type,  label, 
school  of  doctrine,  are  people  of  privi- 
lege—but never  for  their  own  sake.  I  am 
old-fashioned  enough,  but  also  contem- 
porary enough  to  believe  that  when  God 
brought  Jesus  to  us  and  opened  the  door  to 
new  life,  to  real  lives  of  meaning  and  pur- 
pose, it  was  that  we  in  turn  should  become 
the  transmitters  of  that  new  life.  God 
teaches  us  that  we  may  teach  others.  What- 
ever our  privilege  as  believers  may  be,  let  us 
not  hoard  it  for  ourselves.  May  we  not  de- 
cline to  share  it  with  others  because  we  are 
timid,  lazy  or  afraid!  Someone  has  defined 
responsibility  as  being  "our  response  to 
God's  ability." 

4.  A  fourth  fact  is  the  imperious 
importance  for  United  Methodists  to  face 
up  to  the  whole  question  of  motivation. 
Do  we  really  want  new  members  to  come 
into  our  local  churches?  We  say  that  we  do, 
but  are  we  saying  that  we  want  only  "our 
kind"?  Do  we  want  others  to  become  the 


beneficiaries  of  vital  worship,  of  study,  or 
service,  of  involvement  in  the  struggles 
against  entrenched  injustice  and  wicked 
discrimination?  Recent  studies  have  shown 
very  lucidly  that  persons  in  choosing  a 
church  home  are  influenced  by  the  "friend- 
liness" of  the  members  within  that  con- 
gregation. That  may  be  a  partial  index  to 
the  importance  of  showing  an  interest  in 
people,  in  so-called  "numbers." 

5.  One  possible  factor  in  negating  the 
importance  of  numbers  is  our  failure  to 
make  the  invitation  to  discipleship  very 
specific.  An  invitation  to  Christ  and  to 
church  membership  ought  to  be  a  call  to 
specific  actions— of  participation,  not  only 
in  the  worship  and  study  experiences,  but 
also  to  deeds  of  service,  of  involvement,  of 
sacrifice.  There  can  be  no  justification  for 
inviting  people  into  the  church  apart  from 
an  invitation  to  work  together  in  bettering 
life  for  all  people  everywhere. 

The  question  of  numbers  for  at  least 
one  disciple  is  the  degree  to  which  I  am 
willing  to  relate  to  another  person,  to  share 
what  Christ  means  to  me  with  some  other 
individual  or  group.  Dr.  Myron  Augsburger, 
that  strong  Mennonite  educator,  recently 
asked  a  group:  "How  many  of  your  close 
friends  are  not  Christians?  How  do  you 
expect  to  witness  if  you  don't  associate 
with  some  who  are  not  believers?" 

It  need  not  be  a  matter  of  bowing 
down  before  the  god  or  goddess  of 
"statistics"  as  ends  in  themselves.  It  can  be 
a  willingness  to  realize  that  in  our  dislike  of 
certain  methods  we  are  in  danger  of  being 
content  with  "me  and  my  wife,  my  son 
John  and  his  wife,  us  four  and  no  more."  If 
that  be  the  verdict  upon  us  then  we  will  be 
guilty  of  having  received,  but  not  of  having 
given;  of  having  heard  the  good  news,  but 
of  not  passing  it  on.  From  this,  dear  God, 
deliver  us! 
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EDITORIAL 

ON  DOING  OUR  SPECIAL  THING 


Our  day  has  been  marked  by  a  tremen- 
dous increase  in  philanthropic  and  social 
service  agencies.  We  have  moved  from  a 
society  which  laid  practically  all  of  the 
burden  of  progress  and  change  upon  the 
efforts  of  strong  and  independent  indivi- 
duals to  a  magnified  emphasis  upon  team- 
work, upon  cooperative  action,  upon  group 
participation  in  decision-making  and 
action. 

The  responsibilities  of  government  in  a 
former  day  were  mainly  concerned  with  a 
set  of  very  simple  services:  the  defense  of 
the  nation,  the  maintenance  of  internal  law 
and  order,  the  provision  of  fire  protection, 
the  building  and  maintenance  of  roads,  the 
management  of  the  postal  system,  and 
more  lately  on  the  scene,  a  system  of 
public  schools. 

Such  matters  as  ministry  to  the  sick,  the 
care  of  orphans,  responsibility  for  the  job- 
less and  for  the  poor  were  not  considered 
as  suitable  or  essential  services  to  be  ren- 
dered by  government.  Gradually,  govern- 
ment—at city,  county,  state  and  national 
levels— began  to  assume  responsibility  for 
the  total  welfare  of  all  of  its  citizens.  One 
of  the  first  ventures  in  social  welfare  came 
in  the  form  of  "county  homes"  or  "old 
folks  homes."  Hospitals  and  homes  for 
disabled  war  veterans  and  pensions  for  old 
soldiers  and  their  widows  were  early  in  the 
picture  of  governmental  responsibility  for 
the  welfare  of  its  needy  people. 

We  need  not  spell  out  how  govern- 
mental services  for  the  physical,  social  and 
economic  welfare  has  grown  by  leaps  and 
bounds,  especially  since  World  War  II.  The 
record  is  there  for  all  to  see.  This  has  all 
come  about  basically  for  two  reasons. 
First,  because  of  the  influence  of  ideas 
derived  from  Judeo-Christian  concepts. 
And,  second,  because  the  citizens  of  this 
land— with  substantial  segments  objecting 
here  and  there— have  supported  a  program 
of  governmental  involvement  in  the  social 
and  economic  welfare  of  its  people. 

From  its  beginning  the  Christian  Church 
has  concerned  itself  with  the  welfare  of 
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people.  The  pattern  was  set  by  Christ 
himself.  On  one  occasion  He  quoted  these 
words  from  the  book  of  Isaiah:  "The  Spirit 
of  the  Lord  is  upon  me,  because  he  has 
anointed  me  to  preach  good  news  to  the 
poor.  He  has  sent  me  to  proclaim  release  to 
the  captives,  and  recovering  of  sight  to  the 
blind,  to  set  a  liberty  those  who  are  op- 
pressed, to  proclaim  the  acceptable  year  of 
the  Lord."  He  added,  "Today  this  scripture 
has  been  fulfilled  in  your  hearing."  (Luke 
4:18-21)  The  four  Gospels  give  us  a 
composite  picture  of  a  Christ  who  con- 
cerned himself  with  the  total  needs  of 
people. 

In  obedience  to  Christ,  therefore,  the 
mission  of  the  Christian  Church  is  to  all 
men,  and  to  the  whole  man.  If  we  have  the 
mind  and  spirit  of  Christ,  we  will  be  con- 
cerned about  the  sick  and  the  suffering, 
about  the  old  and  neglected,  about  the 
jobless  and  the  ill-housed.  We  will  be 
concerned  about  the  physical  and  social 
environment  in  which  our  children  and 
youth  have  to  live.  We  will  be  concerned 
that  government  be  the  best  possible,  that 
laws  be  fair  and  just  to  all,  that  the  oppor- 
tunity for  self-development  and  achieve- 
ment be  available  to  all  alike. 

But  it  is  just  as  evident  that  Christ  gave 
top  priority  to  the  spiritual  needs  of  men. 
He  spoke  freely  about  sin  and  its  damaging 
effect  upon  people.  He  is  quoted  on  one 
occasion  as  admonishing  his  disciples  thus: 
"Do  not  fear  those  who  kill  the  body  but 
cannot  kill  the  soul;  rather  fear  him  who 
can  destroy  both  soul  and  body  in  hell." 
(Matt.  10:28) 

In  his  dealings  with  people,  Jesus  had  a  j 
way  of  beginning  with  their  most  imme-  j 
diate  or  apparent  needs  and  moving  on 
from  there  to  the  needs  which  lay  deepest 
within  them:  i.e.  their  need  to  find  God. 
He  did  not  conceive  of  his  mission  as  one 
of  merely  perfecting  the  imperfect  human 
order  of  things,  but  of  bringing  in  a  new 
order.   He    explicitly    stated  that  his  ! 
kingdom  or  kingship  was  of  a  differeni  ' 
nature  entirely  from  the  kingdoms  built  b>  t 


man  in  his  state  of  alienation  from  God. 

We  are  saying,  then  that  our  faithfulness 
to  Christ  and  to  the  Gospel  (the  Good 
News)  demands  that  we  give  top  priority  to 
the  problem  of  man's  alienation  from  God. 
Too  often  we  of  the  Church  assume  that 
the  people  among  whom  we  work  are 
better  than  they  really  are.  Therefore,  we 
have  very  little  to  say  about  sin  or  about 
specific  sins.  We  attribute  to  church 
members  a  purity  and  goodness  which  they 
do  not  possess.  We  look  upon  their  smiling 
faces  and  do  not  have  the  preception  to  see 
that  beneath  the  smile  there  may  be  a 
breaking  heart,  or  a  life  torn  apart  by  evil 
forces. 

It  might  be  much  better  and  more  in 
line  with  reality  for  pastors  and  lay  church 
workers  to  assume  that  the  average  church 
member  does  have  personal  spiritual  pro- 
blems than  to  assume  that  he  does  not.  The 
Lay  Witness  Missions  have  brought  out  this 
fact.  It  is  not  an  exaggeration  to  state  that 
the  most  critical  evangelistic  challenge  for 
the  Church  today  is  to  bring  about  the 
spiritual  renewal  of  a  large  segment  of  its 
own  members. 

Could  it  be  that  the  Church  has  so 
involved  itself  in  the  promotion  of  social 
concerns  and  the  improvement  of  general 
human  welfare  that  it  is  neglecting  the 
spiritual  cultivation  of  its  own  members? 
There  is  evidence  that  this  is  true.  As  we 
stated  earlier  in  this  editorial,  governmental 
agencies  and  philanthropic  organizations 
have  erected  a  vast  network  of  social  ser- 
vices and  aids  to  human  welfare.  But  only 
the  Church  is  in  the  business  of  offering 
spiritual  healing  and  the  salvation  of  the 
souls  of  men.  If  we  neglect  this  latter 
mission,  there  is  no  organization  under 
heaven  set  up  to  carry  it  forward. 

We  are  not  suggesting  that  the  Church 
should  disengage  itself  from  concern  about 
the  general  welfare  of  mankind.  But  we  are 
emphatically  urging  that  we  study  our 
priorities  more  carefully  and  that  we  put 
first  things  first.  The  most  important  unit 
in  the  structure  of  the  Church  is  the  local 
congregation.  If  this  congregation  is 
composed  of  a  majority  who  have  never 


really  found  God,  who  have  never  made  a 
total  commitment  to  Christ,  then  it  cannot 
but  be  a  weak  and  ineffectual  instrument 
in  the  service  of  God.  Too  many  of  our 
churches,  sad  to  say,  are  like  that.  And  too 
many  of  us  ministers  seem  satisfied  to 
allow  them  to  remain  that  way. 

A  great  evangelistic  effort-Key  73— is 
before  us.  We  are  not  likely  to  do  much  for 
the  vast  hosts  outside  of  the  Church  until 
we  do  something  dynamic  and  trans- 
forming for  the  multitude  of  half- 
Christians  within. 

There  are  signs  that  the  Holy  Spirit  is  at 
work  among  us.  We  could  be  on  the  verge 
of  a  great  spiritual  breakthrough.  God 
surely  is  ready.  But  are  we? 


20  National  Emergencies 
and  UNICEF  Responds 

While  public  attention  has  focussed  on 
UNICEF's  major  role  in  helping  victims  of 
the  India-Pakistan  conflict,  the  United 
Nations  Children's  Fund  was  also  called  on 
to  provide  emergency  assistance  for 
mothers  and  children  in  18  other  countries 
in  1971-72. 

In  Vietnam,  UNICEF  has  helped  child- 
ren wherever  they  can  be  reached  on  both 
sides  of  a  seemingly  endless  war.  But  the 
world  has  heard  little  of  the  lesser  emer- 
gencies, ranging  from  floods  in  Afghani- 
stan, Bolivia,  Malaysia,  Yemen,  and 
Algeria,  to  earthquakes  in  Peru  and  Chile, 
and  cholera  epidemics  in  Ethiopia,  Mali, 
and  Nigeria.  Other  man-made  or  natural 
disasters  beset  children  in  Iran,  Jordan, 
Iraq,  Morocco,  Madagascar  and  Mauritius. 

In  many  instances,  UNICEF  was  re- 
quired to  divert  equipment  and  supplies 
from  its  assistance  programs  in  other  coun- 
tries to  meet  these  unanticipated  relief 
needs.  In  all,  UNICEF's  emergency  assis- 
tance in  the  past  year  has  called  for  extra- 
ordinary expenditures  of  more  than  $21 
million. 

A  portion  of  this  emergency  aid  will 
come  from  the  money  given  to  UNICEF  in 
those  familiar  orange  and  black  Trick  or 
Treat  cartons. 
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Top  Church 


Leaders  Have 


Planning  Session 


CLEVELAND,  Ohio  (UMI)-Patterns 
and  processes  of  leadership  and  planning 
by  the  hour,  and  program  resources  by  the 
pound,  were  put  before  almost  900  of  the 
United  Methodist  Church's  top  leaders  here 
September  18-22. 

The  leadership  and  planning  techniques, 
many  of  them  used  extensively  in  the  bus- 
iness world,  were  introduced  and  ex- 
pounded by  Dr.  Thomas  R.  Bennett,  III,  a 
creative  design  consultant  at  George  Wil- 
liams College,  Downers  Grove,  III.  The 
program  resources  were  set  out  in  a  four- 
pound,  450-page  "Catalog  of  Resources" 
compiled  by  the  denomination's  Program 
Council,  and  in  materials  provided  by  the 
general  agencies  of  the  church  in  a  large 
"resource  center." 

Seated  around  more  than  100  tables  for 
the  session  were  some  550  district  super- 
intendents, 45  bishops  and  their  admin- 
istrative assistants,  directors  of  Councils  on 
Ministries  in  78  annual  conferences,  and 
more  than  100  staff  executives  of  general 
boards  and  agencies. 

The  first  two  days  were  spent  in  con- 
sidering how  leadership  and  planning  can 
be  made  more  effective,  the  final  two  in 
discussing  how  episcopal  areas  and  annual 
conferences  can  utilize  new  concepts  of 
programing  in  carrying  out  the  "Planning 
for  Ministries"  priorities  adopted  by  the 
1972  General  Conference  as  an  alternate  to 
the  traditional  "quadrennial  emphasis." 

Of  the  seven  priorities,  three  are  con- 
sidered as  "basic"— commitment,  renewal 
and  nurture;  new  ways  of  operation  in  the 
church;  and  a  relevant,  living  theology  that 
affirms  belief  in  Jesus  Christ  in  terms  of 
contemporary  attitudes  and  values. 


From  left,  Dr.  Edgar  B.  Fisher,  Burlington  Dis- 
trict superintendent,  Rev.  Howard  C.  Benson, 
Elgin,  III,  and  Rev.  Charles  McDonald,  Ft.  Smith, 
Ark,  take  part  in  the  consultation  for  top  leaders 
of  the  UM  Church. 


Shown  participating  in  the  consultation  are,  from 
left,  Rev.  John  L.  McWhorter,  Waynesville  (N.C.) 
District  superintendent;  Rev.  R.  J.  Featherstone, 
Ardmore  Okla.,  and  Rev.  J.  C.  Shipman,  Batavia, 
N.  Y. 


The  remaining  four  are  considered  as 
"ministry"  priorities-concern  for  persons; 
concern  for  justice  and  self-development  of 
people;  concern  for  human  culture;  and 
concern  for  the  quality  of  human  life. 

As  adopted  at  Atlanta,  the  plan  sets  up 
the  local  church  as  the  basic  programming 
unit  in  the  denomination  and  the  primary 
function  of  general  agencies  is  seen  as  the 
resourcing  and  servicing  of  locally- 
developed  plans. 

Resources  offered  by  the  denomina- 
tion's general  agencies  in  the  "Catalog"  are 
grouped  around  the  seven  priorities. 

The  session  here  was  designed  to,  in  the 
words  of  Dr.   Bennett,    "help  bring  the 
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resources  of  the  church  together  at  the  line 
where  it  has  to  be  delivered-the  annual 
conference  and  local  church." 

In  the  consultant's  view,  the  -church 
should  move  its  focus  from  an  essentially 
problem-solving  one  to  planning-and  he 
said  there  is  a  difference. 

Problem-solving  is  fundamentally  past- 
oriented,  he  maintained,  in  that  it  deals 
with  today's  painful  problems  generated 
from  yesterday's  situations  and  decisions. 
He  noted,  however,  that  problem-solving  to 
meet  real  and  present  needs  is  necessary 
and  often  urgent. 

New  leadership  styles  involve  planning, 
and  planning  looks  to  the  future,  Dr.  Ben- 
nett said.  In  planning,  an  institution  such 
as  the  church  should  envision  an  "image  of 
potentiality,"  something  that  might  rea- 
sonably be  expected  to  happen.  Then,  he 
said,  this  image  should  be  refined  as  a 
goal-  "a  statement  of  achievable  poten- 
tial." 

Voluntary  organizations  such  as  the 
church  are  often  prone  to  form  goals  on 
the  basis  of  seeking  approval,  or  in  res- 
ponse to  gripes,  rather  than  basing  them  on 
potential  achievement,  the  consultant 
cautioned. 

The  church  leaders  were  urged  to  be- 
come more  politically  conscious  and  col- 
laborate with  other  groups  to  accomplish 
goals,  although  the  other  organizations 
may  not  be  organized  from  the  same 
motivation  as  the  church. 

Dr.  Bennett  stressed  that  church  leaders 
should  be  on  a  "first-name"  basis  with 
political  figures  in  their  regions  and  said 
that  any  bishop  or  district  superintendent 
without  such  a  relationship  "is  going  to 
have  zero  clout." 

To  plan  effectively,  church  leaders  must 
take  several  issues  into  account,  the 
management  consultant  said. 

In  a  running  controversy  over  the 
"grassroots  vs.  executive  initiative,"  a  call 
for  "participation"  may  sometimes  be  an 
evasion  of  leadership  responsibility,  he 
asserted.  Certainly  there  is  involvement  of 
both  executive  leadership  and  "grassroots" 
in  strategizing  and  planning,  but  the  main 
issue  is  who  is  to  take  the  first  step-to  lead 
out  after  a  decision  is  made  and  be  willing 
to  take  the  reaction,  he  said. 

An  adjunct  here,  Dr.  Bennett  advised,  is 
the  place  of  listening  in  goal-formation  and 


planning,  adding  that  listening  is  important 
in  discerning  the  "degree  of  consenus  in 
support  of  movement  toward  the  future." 

Another  issue  was  described  by  the 
consultant  as  "reaction  vs.  intervention." 

Too  often  in  recent  years,  the  United 
Methodist  Church  has  mostly  reacted  to 
problems,  he  asserted.  "Now  it  is  time  to 
take  initiative  on  issues  to  try  to  alter  the 
course  of  events." 

He  contrasted  what  he  saw  as  the  effec- 
tiveness of  the  churches  in  changing  the 
course  of  events  for  the  better  in  civil 
rights  with  what  he  believes  has  been  rela- 
tive ineffectiveness  in  anti-war  efforts 
where  the  churches  have  mainly  been  re- 
acting while  "an  immoral  war  continues." 

In  response  to  a  question,  Dr.  Bennett 
said  that  as  an  organization,  the  United 
Methodist  Church  is  no  different  from  any 
other  large,  multiplex  organization  and  it 
has  the  same  internal  problems- 
supervision,  leadership  style  and  ineffective 
channels  of  communication.  The  differ- 
ences, he  said,  come  in  goals,  products, 
value  systems  and  occasionally,  motiva 
tion." 

"The  church  and  business  have  a  tre- 
mendous amount  to  share  and  learn,"  the 
denominationals  leaders  were  told. 

The  leader  urged  the  churchmen  to  lib- 
erate themselves  from  an  "ideological  self- 
righteousness  that  we  can  only  speak  and 
not  listen-give  and  not  receive." 

He  also  suggested  that  the  "task  of  an 
executive  is  to  be  clear  what  he  wants  done 
and  then  leave  people  alone  while  they  do 
it." 

One  "key  to  survival"  for  the  church. 
Dr.  Bennett  said,  is  to  reduce  its  overhead 
to  free  up  money  for  new  programs.  He 
also  urged  the  use  of  non-church 
consultants  and  services  in  particular  areas 
rather  than  developing  full-time  staffs  of 
denominationally-employed  executives. 

Bishop  R.  Marvin  Stuart  of  San  Fran- 
cisco, Calif.,  headed  the  planning  com- 
mittee of  30  persons  for  the  conference 
working  under  the  auspices  of  the  Program 
Council's  Division  of  Interpretation.  The 
Rev.  Frank  McRae  of  Paducah,  Ky.,  was 
chairman  of  the  program  task  force.  Staff 
services  were  under  the  direction  of  the 
Rev.  Howard  Greenwalt,  Evanston,  HI., 
associate  general  secretary  for  the  Division 
of  Interpretation. 
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Message  Of  The  President 


Over  seven  hundred  delegates  and 
visitors  attended  the  Fifth  Annual  Meeting 
of  the  N.C.  Conference  Women's  Society 
of  Christian  Service  Oct.  10  and  11  at 
Hayes  Barton  UM  Church  in  Raleigh.  The 
theme  "We  Affirm  ..."  was  emphasized 
during  the  two-day  meeting. 

On  Tuesday  afternoon  the  theme  "We 
affirm  our  love  for  others"  was  carried  out 
when  $201,500  was  pledged  for  mission 
work.  On  Tuesday  night,  following  Com- 
munion led  by  Rev.  Clyde  G.  McCarver, 
the  delegates  "affirmed  their  oneness" 
through  love  gifts  of  $3,665.56  for  a  new 
Church  Center  in  New  Delhi,  India.  The 
sum  of  $1,375.00  was  turned  in  for  the 
burning  of  the  Candle  during  the  Wednes- 
day afternoon  session. 

Following  the  Wednesday  afternoon 
emphasis  on  "We  affirm  our  hope  in  the 
Church,"  the  conference  was  adjourned 
with  the  benediction  by  Rev.  Mr.  Mc- 
Carver, pastor  of  Hayes  Barton. 

Excerpts  of  the  address  given  on  Tues- 
day morning  by  Mrs.  D.  K.  Fry,  president 
of  the  N.  C.  Conference  WSCS,  follow. 

The  United  Methodist  Church  is 
approaching  a  historical  event  in  the  life  of 
the  women  of  the  church.  A  new 
organization  will  come  into  being  in  1973, 
uniting  all  of  the  women  of  the  church  into 
one  unit,  "United  Methodist  Women".  This 
Annual  Meeting  will  be  a  memorable  event 
in  the  life  of  our  Conference.  It  will  be  the 
last  Annual  Meeting  as  separate  organiza- 
tions. 

I  know  you  are  beginning  to  catch  the 
spirit  of  newness  of  life  that  comes  with 
birth  and  are  eagerly  anticipating  the 
opportunities  and  places  for  witness  and 
service  that  are  ours  as  servants  of  Christ  as 
we  become  United  Methodist  Women. 

The  church  exists  as  a  community  of 
faith  responding  to  God's  love.  If  we,  as 
Methodist  women  wish  to  have  the  very 
best  organization  in  history,  we  must  first 
become  a  community  of  faith.  We  must 
work  faithfully  to  carry  out  the  new 
PURPOSE  "to  know  God",  not  only  must 
we  know  Him,  but  strive  ever  harder  to 
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help  others  to  know  Him. 

We  are  being  challenged  by  changing  life 
styles.  More  and  more  women  are  entering 
the  labor  field.  A  study  has  been  made  that 
reveals  that  more  than  50%  of  all 
Methodist  women  are  employed  outside 
the  home.  This  means  a  rescheduling  of 
time  and  reevaluating  of  priorities. 

In  the  months  to  come  we  will  be 
hearing  much  about  churchwomen's  libera- 
tion. This  does  not  mean  women's  lib  as 
such,  but  rather  consciousness  raising 
about  women's  issues,  support  for  women 
in  theological  education  and  ministry,  and 
development  of  minority  group  leadership 
in  our.  new  organization.  There  will  be 
emphasis  on  preparation  by  women  for 
decision  making  events  of  the  church  such 
as  Annual  Conference,  General  Conference 
and  other  legislative  groups. 

Perhaps  in  this  Conference  we  can  take 
our  directions  for  the  future  from  the  new 
Area  of  Mission  for  Supportive  Com- 
munity. In  this  way  we  would  try  to  help 
women  develop  fullest  potential  and 
achieve  a  sense  of  personal  identity  and 
selfhood.  We  would  seek  ways  to  enable 
women  in  the  church  to  support  each  other 
in  leadership  roles  wherever  they  are,  not 
only  in  the  individual  units,  but  in  the 
community,  government,  and  out  in  the 
world.  We  would  try  to  instill  confidence  j 
in  women  that  women  are  capable  if  given 
the  opportunity.  This  would  provide  j 
experiences  of  study  and  action  which  1 
would  enable  women  to  take  responsibility 
for  shaping  history  through  participation  I 
through  church  and  society.  Therefore,  we 
can  say  that  we  will  strive  to  have 
Leadership  Development  as  one  of  our 
major  goals  in  the  new  organization,  most 
expecially  leadership  in  minority  groups. 

As  WE  AFFIRM.  ..Our  faith  in  God  !:] 
. .  .  .can  we  do  so  under  the  mandate  of  j 
"go  tell".  .  .  go  tell  others  that  Jesus  Christ 
is  Lord  and  that  He  can  do  for  them  what 
he    has    done    for    mankind   over   the  J 
centuries  . . .  namely  given  them  a  better  ( 


life  and  a  pattern  of  living  like  no  other? 

In  AFFIRMING  ...  Our  love  for  others, 
can  we  tell  the  people  of  New  Delhi,  India, 
that  we  care  about  them  and  that  we  wish 
for  them  a  place  apart,  a  place  of  worship 
where  they  can  come  to  hear  the  Good 
News,  and  by  our  Love  Gifts,  we  hope  to 
make  this  possible?  Can  we  say  during  the 
year  to  our  N.  C.  Projects,  we  are 
concerned  about  you,  your  problems,  and 
praise  your  dedication  in  helping  those 
who  cannot  help  themselves?  Can  we  say 
to  the  children  and  Youth  of  this 
Conference,  we  want  to  help  you  have  the 
opportunities  that  will  aid  your  spiritual 
growth  and  knowledge? 

AFFIRMING  .  .  .  Methodist  Women  .  .  . 

can  we  let  all  women  be  aware  that  we  are 
with  them  in  their  missional  efforts 
whether  they  are  members  of  the  women's 
organization  or  not  and  even  if  these 
efforts  are  not  always  within  the  organ- 
ized church,  that  we  will  be  a  Supportive 
Community? 

AFFIRMING  Our    hope    in  the 

church  .  .  can  we  work  to  make  it  the 

church  of  all  people  the  poor,  the 

lonely,  the  hippie,  minority  groups,  the 
unlovely? 

And,  finally,  as  WE  AFFIRM  ...  our 

oneness,  can  we  affirm  our  Oneness  in 
Christ?  Can  we  forget  that  we  are  members 
of  an  organization  and  work  for  the  Glory 
of  God  and  his  Kingdom  here  on  earth? 

Being  Methodist  women,  I  know  we  can 
and  we  will  do  all  these  things  to  the  best 
of  our  knowledge  and  ability. 

So  I  challenge  you  to  step  out  in  faith, 
let  us  dream  things  that  never  were  and 
make  them  come  true.  May  I  quote  a  few 
lines  from  the  Interpreters  Bible  (Vol. 
1  .  .  p528)  that  we  should  remember  as  we 
\  go  into  our  new  organization: 

"Faith  is  not  the  anchor  but  the  hoisted 
sail.  It  is  not  the  ship  in  the  harbor,  but  the 
ship  that  puts  out  to  sea.  It  is  not  holding 
on  to  something  that  already  is,  but 
exploration  and  adventure  toward  some- 
thing vaster  that  lies  ahead." 


Three  National 
UM  Boards 
Organize 

Three  of  the  four  program  units  of  the 
United  Methodist  Church  elected  officers 
at  organizational  meetings  held  during  the 
first  week  in  October.  The  Board  of  Global 
Ministries  met  earlier  in  New  York  (see 
Oct.  5  Advocate.)  The  Board  of  Higher 
Education  and  Ministry  and  the  Board  of 
Discipleship  met  in  Nashville,  Tenn.,  while 
the  Board  of  Church  and  Society  held  its 
meeting  in  Washington,  D.  C. 

BOARD  OF  HIGHER  EDUCATION 
AND  MINISTRY 

Bishop  Ernest  T.  Dixon,  Topeka,  Kans., 
a  former  college  president  and  Board  of 
Education  staff  member,  was  elected 
president  of  the  Board  of  Higher  Education 
and  Ministry  for  a  four-year  term.  Mrs. 
Fletcher  Nelson,  Morganton,  N.  C,  was 
elected  secretary  of  the  95-member  Board. 

Vice  presidents  of  the  Board  who  serve 
as  chairmen  of  divisions  are:  Higher  Edu- 
cation, Dr.  Thomas  K.  Kim,  Abilene,  Tex.; 
Chaplains  and  Related  Ministries,  Bishop 
Prince  A.  Taylor,  Jr.,  Princeton,  N.  J.;  Lay 
Ministry,  Miss  Ethel  R.  Johnson,  Delaware, 
Ohio;  and  Ordained  Ministry,  Bishop  Don 
Holter,  Lincoln,  Nebr.  Also  elected  to  the 
executive  committee  was  Dr.  Roy  B.  Shil- 
ling, Conway,  Ark.,  chairman  of  the 
Board's  Office  of  Personnel  which  is  re- 
lated to  the  other  four  divisions. 

Dr.  Myron  F.  Wicke,  Nashville,  retiring 
general  secretary  of  the  former  Board  of 
Education's  Division  of  Higher  Education, 
was  elected  acting  general  secretary  until  a 
successor  can  be  named  at  the  next 
meeting  of  the  Board  scheduled  for  Jan. 
24-26,  1973.  Dr.  Fred  E.  Harris,  vice  pre- 
sident for  academic  affairs  at  the  Univer- 
sity of  Evansville,  Evansville,  Ind.,  was 
elected  associate  general  secretary  of  the 
Board's  Division  of  Higher  Education. 

Among  the  other  officers  of  the  four 
divisions  are  Dr.  Isaac  H.  Miller,  Jr., 
Greensboro,  who  will  head  the  section  on 
schools,  colleges  and  universities  of  the 
(Continued  on  page  26) 
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Bennett  College  Appeal  Slated  Nov.  5 


Churches  in  the  North  Carolina 
Annual  Conference  will  be  taking  a  special 
offering  for  Bennett  College  on  Sunday, 
Nov.5. 

Bennett  College,  located  in  Greens- 
boro, is  the  only  predominantly  black 
United  Methodist  College  in  North  Caro- 
lina. 

The  purpose  of  this  offering  is  to  help 
meet  current  financial  needs  at  Bennett. 
Due  to  a  lapse  of  time  before  the  twelve 
United  Methodist  black  colleges  will  re- 
ceive funds  under  the  new  plan  for  financ- 
ing these  institutions  by  the  1972  General 
Conference,  funds  are  urgently  needed 
both  for  operational  costs  and  for  student 
aid. 

Bishop  Robert  M.  Blackburn,  in  the 
Oct.  5  Advocate,  said,  "It  is  urgent  that  we 
Methodists  in  North  Carolina  respond  to 
the  urgent  need  for  funds  at  Bennett  Col- 
lege. Many  of  you  have  visited  the  campus 
and  know  something  of  its  splendid  pro- 
gram. All  of  you  have  come  in  contact  with 
outstanding  graduates  of  this  fine  college. 
It  is  my  hope  that  the  people  of  our  Con- 
ference will  respond  with  generous  support 
of  this  excellent  educational  institution. 
We  urge  pastors  to  put  this  appeal  before 
their  congregations  and  give  them  full 
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The  Bennett  College  library  has  70,000  volumes 
for  use  by  students. 


opportunity  to  respond  to  this  vital  need." 

Brochures  to  be  used  as  bulletin  in- 
serts are  available  and  should  be  ordered 
from  Dr.  Isaac  H.  Miller,  Jr.,  President, 
Bennett  College,  Greensboro,  N.  C.  27430. 

Bennett  College  will  celebrate  its 
100th  anniversary  next  year.  It  can  claim 
the  distinction  of  being  one  of  only  a  few 
black  institutions  whose  founding  was  in- 
spired by  black  leadership  during  the  post- 
Civil  War  period. 

In  1873,  blacks,  newly  emancipated 
from  slavery,  founded  Bennett  as  a  co- 


educational  Normal  School.  Its  first  ses- 
sions were  held  in  the  basement  of  St.  Mat- 
thews Methodist  Episcopal  Church.  With 
assistance  from  the  church  and  due  to  the 
generous  contributions  from  Lyman  Ben- 
nett, the  institution  progressed  rapidly.  In 
1889,  the  state  of  North  Carolina  chartered 
Bennett  as  a  college.  It  was  reorganized  as  a 


Bennett  College  students  work  in  chemistry  lab. 

liberal  arts  college  for  women  in  1926. 

The  college  campus,  situated  one  mile 
southeast  of  downtown  Greensboro,  con- 
jsists  of  over  252  acres.  In  addition  to  the 
jclassroom  buildings,  there  are  eight  resi- 
jdence  halls,  a  Student  Union,  and  a 
jmodern  gymnasium.  The  beautiful  Annie 
Merner  Pfeiffer  Chapel  stands  in  the  middle 
of  the  tree-lined  quadrangle. 

Bennett  now  has  an  enrollment  of  600 
students,  with  a  fulltime  faculty  of  65  pro- 
fessors. A  future  enrollment  of  900  stu- 
dents is  being  worked  toward.  Alumnae  of 


the  college  is  numbered  in  excess  of  3,200. 

Of  the  students  enrolled  during  the 
last  academic  year,  71%  were  from  North 
Carolina,  South  Carolina,  Virginia  and 
Georgia.  The  remainder  were  from  other 
sections  of  the  country  and  eight  foreign 
countries.  Each  year,  Bennett  provides  75% 
of  its  students  financial  assistance  in  the 
forms  of  scholarship,  grants  and  guaranteed 
loans.  The  profile  of  the  family  income  re- 
flects the  need:  31.5%  of  the  students  have 
an  annual  family  income  below  $3,000; 
32.2%  students,  $3,000  to  $6,000  family 
income;  24.3%  students,  $6,000  to 
$10,000  family  income;  11.6%,  students, 
$10,000  and  above  family  income. 

Bennett  provides  strong  offerings  in 
three  divisions  of  instruction— the  Human- 
ities, the  Sciences  and  the  Social  Sciences. 
Degrees  may  be  earned  in  any  one  of  17 
major  fields  of  study. 

In  addition  to  increasing  enrollment, 
the  college  plans  expanded  community  ser- 
vices, urban  involvement  and  a  new  educa- 
tional thrust.  It  also  will  actively  promote 
the  Black  College  Fund  and  the  current 
special  emphasis  of  the  United  Methodist 

Dr.  Isaac  H.  Miller,  Jr. 
President  of  Bennett  College 
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Church,  "New  Generations  for  New  Days." 
A  three-year  Capital  Funds  Campaign  for 
$3,000,000  will  begin  June,  1973,  and 
sponsorship  of  a  130-unit  non-profit  hous- 
ing development  is  in  the  planning  stage. 

Bennett  College  views  itself  as  an  in- 
strument of  service  and  change  in  society. 


A  student  fits  a  pattern  together. 


In  this  context,  it  is  concerned  with  educa- 
tion which  produces  an  exceptional  kind  of 
graduate  who  can  assume  important  new 
roles  and  leadership  in  an  increasingly  com- 
plex social  and  economic  order. 
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Children's  Ministry 

(F.  Belton  Joyner,  Jr.) 


THERE  IS  HELP  CLOSE  BY! 

There  is  a  District  Coordinator  of 
Children's  Ministry  in  each  district  and  this 
person  stands  ready  to  be  a  resource  for 
your  ministry  with  children.  He  or  she  can 
help  your  teachers  in  their  use  of 
curriculum  resources ...  or  serve  as  an 
advocate  for  children's  interests  in  your 
district. 

Feel  free  to  contact  your  coordinator! 

Burlington:  Ms.  Margaret  Ann  Biddle,  P.  O. 

Box  728,  Chapel  Hill,  27514 
Durham:  Mrs.  M.  Carlyle  Crenshaw,  Route 

8,  Box  161,  Durham,  27704 
Elizabeth  City:  Mrs.  Joseph  Bryant,  P.  O. 

Box  147,  Ahoskie,  27910 
Fayetteville:  Mrs.  W.  Ritchie  Smith,  1109 

Offshore  Dr.,  Fayetteville,  28305 
Goldsboro:      Mr.      Richard  Williams, 

Centenary  United  Methodist  Church, 

Smithfield,  27577 
Greenville:  Mrs.  Robert  I.  Barnes,  Jr.,  510 

East  First  St.,  Greenville,  27834 
New  Bern:  Mrs.  P.  D.  Midgett  III,  P.  0. 

Box  250,  Newport,  28570 
Raleigh:  The  Rev.  Eddie  Barber,  Rt.  1,  Box 

175  Louisburg,  27549 
Rockingham:  Ms.  Frances  Ridenhour,  First 

United  Methodist  Church,  Laurinburg, 

28352 

Rocky  Mount:  Mrs.  Charles  F.  Eakin,  P.  O. 

Box  475,  Jackson,  27845 
Sanford:  Mrs.  R.  B.  Jordan  III,  Mount 

Gilead,  27306 
Wilmington:   Mrs.   Rufus  Stark  II,  402 

Wayne  Dr.,  Wilmington,  28401 


A  WORD  ABOUT  UNICEF 

Many  children  will  be  participating  in 
UNICEF  drives  in  the  next  few  days.  Can 
you  interpret  this  international  program  to 
them?  One  source  describes  UNICEF  this 
way:  "Children  must  be  regarded  as  the 
key  to  the  future.  Happiness  and  well-being 
during  their  early  years  are  essential 
ingredients  of  productive  adulthood, 
national  growth,  and  to  carry  it  one  step 
further,  world  peace.  UNICEF  builds  peace 
from  where  peace  must  begin— with 
children."  Want  more  information?  Your 
pastor  has  been  mailed  materials  or  you 
can  write  Children's  Ministry,  P.  0.  Box 
10955,  Raleigh,  N.  C.  27605  or  directly  to 
U.  S.  Committee  for  UNICEF,  331  East 
38th  Street,  New  York,  New  York  10016. 
Trick  or  treat  for  UNICEF! 

NEW  CATALOGS  FROM  TRAFCO 

Each  church  should  have  received  two 
copies  of  the  1972  edition  of  the  TRAFCO 
catalog,  the  first  completely  new  edition 
since  1967.  If  you  can't  track  down  one  at 
your  church,  write  for  one  from  TRAFCO, 
P.  0.  Box  10955,  Raleigh,  North  Carolina 
27605.  TRAFCO  is  a  source  for  film 
rentals,  records,  simulation  games, 
tapes ...  a  complete  set  of  the  preferred 
audio-visuals  for  the  Children's  Church 

!  School  sessions.  You  ought  to  know  about 

f  this! 

!|  WANT  HELP  THAT  IS  TAILOR-MADE 

How  would  you  like  a  resource  which 
i  had  a  storehouse  of  data  and  materials  on 
]  every      aspect      of      ministry  with 
;  children  .  .  .  and  that  resource  was  always 
|  at  your  house  .  .  .  and  that  resource  could 
j  supply  helps  to  meet  specific  concerns  of 
;  yours?  You've  got  it!  The  EXIS  project 
|  (which  provided  computerized  resources  in 
)  children's  ministry)  is  being  revised  and 
continued.  If  you  want  more  information 
i  about  how  you  might  make  use  of  this 
resource-how  you  might  "plug  into"  this 
storehouse     of    help-write  Children's 
Ministry,  P.  0.  Box  10955,  Raleigh,  North 
Carolina  27605. 


Youth  Ministry 


F.  Belton  Joyner,  Jr. 


"JUST  A  CELEBRATION"  AT 
RALLY  DAY 

The  Conference  Youth  Rally  is 
Saturday,  October  28,  at  Duke  University, 
with  the  theme  "Just  A  Celebration." 
Activities  are  scheduled  from  10:00  A.M. 
to  3:00  P.M.  The  Planning  Committee  said, 
"Instead  of  some  other  kind  of  theme,  why 
don't  we  get  together  and  have  just  a  cele- 
bration, to  celebrate  the  good  things  God 
has  done."  And  those  are  the  plans! 

Events  include  a  folk-rock  musical, 
"Now  Hear  It  Again,"  backed  up  with  a 
multi-media  experience;  Bishop  Robert  M. 
Blackburn  speaking  to  the  youth  of  the 
conference;  the  first  showing  of  a  new 
movie  about  conference  youth  programs; 
group  celebration  led  by  the  Rev.  Roland 
Mullinix,  pastor,  Resort  Area  Ministry, 
Banner  Elk;  displays  in  the  Youth  Service 
Fund,  Legislative  Affairs  Project,  Black 
Contributions  to  United  Methodism, 
Indian  Contributions  to  United 
Methodism;  a  service  of  worship  in  Duke 
Chape],  with  a  dialogue  sermon  by  the  Rev. 
James  Bailey  and  the  Rev.  S.  T.  Gillespie. 

Lunch  will  be  available  in  the  Duke 
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Dining  Halls  or  one  might  bring  a  picnic. 
Each  UMYF  can  design  its  own  name  tage 
to  wear  to  the  Rally.  What  kind  of  name 
tag  would  tell  others  about  your  group? 
Let  your  imagination  go!  David  Broadwell 
of  Fayetteville,  Conference  Youth 
President,  will  preside. 

NEW  TELEVISION  POSSIBILITY 

"The  Family  Game"  is  a  new  offering  on 
the  University  of  North  Carolina  Television 
Network.  Each  program  explores  some 
concern  that  seems  to  rattle  around  in  the 
"generation  gap."  Youth  and  adults  role 
play  difficult  situations  and  then  discuss 
the  relationships,  differences,  and  similari- 
ties that  emerge.  Excellent!  Program 
resources  are  available  to  accompany  "The 
Family  Game"  from  The  Family  Game,  P. 
O.  Box  136,  Pittsburgh,  Pennsylvania 
15230.  Telecast-time  varies  from  station- 
to-station  on  the  UNC-TV  Network,  but 
several  stations  are  carrying  the  program 
from  8:00  to  8:30  on  Sunday  evenings. 
Good  discussion  start .  .  .  idea  for  a  pro- 
gram .  .  .  family  night  activity  ...  "in  the 
home"  converstion  piece  .  .  .  inter-gen- 
erational discussion  group. .  .  .  For  more 
information  and/or  a  free  poster  to 
advertise  "The  Family  Game,"  write  Youth 
Ministry,  P.  O.  Box  10955,  Raleigh,  North 
Carolina  276005. 

ANOTHER  TAPE  RESOURCE 
FOR  YOUTH  MINISTRY 

The  newest  in  the  Lifetime  Cassette 
Tape  Series,  (Number  Six)  contains  a 
first-hand  report  from  the  Soda  Pop 
Festival,  an  interview  with  singer  Johnny 
Mathis,  a  discussion  of  "Youth  and  the 
Church,"  comments  by  American  Indians 
on  their  place  in  The  United  Methodist 
Church,  and  a  look  at  the  Church's 
relationship  to  the  homosexual.  This  tape 
can  be  rented  from  TRAFCO,  P.  O.  Box 
10955,  Raleigh,  North  Carolina  27605. 
The  tapes  in  this  Lifetime  Cassette  Tape 
Series  provide  good  meat  for  a  UMYF 
discussion,  additional  imput  for  a  Church 
School  class,  personal  listening  for  some- 
one who  wants  "to  do  more,"  background 
for  reports  on  various  youth-related  topics, 


and  material  for  inter-generational  group 
discussions. 

YOUTH  SERVICE  FUND 

Our  Conference  Council  on  Youth 
Ministry  will  soon  be  making  decisions 
about  projects  to  support  with  Youth 
Service  Fund  giving.  Do  you  have 
recommendations?  Write  Youth  Ministry, 
P.  O.  Box  10955,  Raleigh,  North  Carolina 
27605.  Ask  you  pastor  to  check  on  your 
giving  to  Youth  Service  Fund  ...  the 
Treasurer's  office  report  to  the  pastor 
indicates.  These  funds  are  sent  to  the 
Treasurer,  Charles  K.  McAdams,  P.  O.  Box 
10955,  Raleigh.  North  Carolina  27605. 

Camping  Ministry 

R.  Keith  Glover,  Coordinator 

SUMMER  ATTENDANCE  UP  25% 

Total  attendance  in  resident  camps 
this  summer  at  Chestnut  Ridge,  Don-Lee, 
and  Rockfish  was  up  more  than  25%  over 
1971.  With  the  new  local  church  program 
at  Rockfish,  attendance  doubled  this  yean 
with  a  total  of  15  groups  using  the  camp. 
Chestnut  Ridge  was  up  65%.  Camp  Don- 
Lee  was  down  slightly  (67)  from  the  pre-' 
ceding  summer. 

✓  N 


ACCREDITED 
CAMP 

AMERICAN  CAMPING  ASSOCIATION 
V  J 
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ACA  ACCREDITATION  RECEIVED 

At  the  Southeastern  Section  of  the 
American  Camping  Association  held  at 
Black  Mountain,  N.  C,  in  September,  it 
was  announced  that  following  an  inspect- 
ion and  review  this  summer,  both  Don- 
Lee  and  Chestnut  Ridge  are  now  listed 
among  the  ACA  Accredited  camps.  This 
was  a  renewal  of  accreditation  for  Don- 
Lee.  The  application  for  Chestnut  Ridge 
was  submitted  for  the  first  time  this  year. 

Accreditation  means  that  the  camps 
meet  requirements  and  standards  establish- 
ed by  ACA,  including  the  areas  of  health, 
safety,  program,  and  facilities. 

We  are  proud  of  each  of  our  camps 
and  the  ministry  they  are  performing  in 
eastern  North  Carolina.  The  key  to  this 
ministry  is,  of  course,  the  people  (more 
than  100  of  them)  who  serve  on  the  staff 
each  year,  and  whose  dedication  and  work 
make  this  excellent  rating  possible. 

CAMP  FOR  AUTISTIC  CHILDREN 

An  exciting  new  development  at 
Chestnut  Ridge  this  summer  was  a  one- 
week  program  for  autistic  children  in  co- 
operation with  the  N.  C.  Society  for 
Autistic  Children  and  the  Child  Evaluation 
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Center  at  Memorial  Hospital  in  Chapel  Hill. 
The  program  was  staffed  primarily  by  the 
participating  agencies,  with  support  staff 
and  facilities  provided  by  the  camp. 

CHURCH  USE  OF  CAMPS  INCREASES 

In  addition  to  the  regular  summer 
program,  a  total  of  88  groups  used  our  four 
camps  during  June,  July  and  August: 


Chestnut  Ridge   34  groups 

Don— Lee    3  groups 

Kerr  Lake  36  groups 

Rockfish  15  groups 

Total  88  groups 


Included  among  these  were  day  camps, 
picnics,  family  groups,  retreats,  planning 
groups,  and  other  ranging  in  duration  from 
one  day  to  six  days. 

CRUSADE  AND  DEVELOPMENT 

The  renovation  of  the  kitchen  at 
Camp  Don— Lee  was  completed  last  spring 
and  received  its  usual  Grade  A  rating  by 
the  Health  Department.  (The  other  camps 
also  received  their  "A"  rating  again  this 
year.) 

In  progress  at  Kerr  Lake  this  fall  is  the 
completion  of  the  Family  Camping  area.  It 
will  include  a  bath  house  and  about  20 
trailer  sites. 

On  the  schedule  for  this  year  at  Rock- 
fish  is  the  pavilion  and  the  opening  of  the 
Day  Use  area. 

GIFTS  FOR  DON-LEE 

A  gift  of  75  shares  of  Coca  Cola  stock 
valued  at  more  than  $2,000  was  given  to 
Camp  Don— Lee  recently  by  Mark  Price  to- 
ward the  purchase  of  a  much-needed  truck 
for  use  in  the  program.  For  the  past  year 
Mark  and  his  family  have  been  living  at 
Camp  Don— Lee  where  he  is  serving  as 
Camp  Manager. 

A  Lightning  Sailboat  was  also  donated 
for  the  waterfront  program  this  summer  by 
Dr.  W.  K.  Morgan  of  Jacksonville. 

CANOE  TRIPS 

Two  exploratory  canoe  trips  were  con- 
ducted this  summer:  a  three-day  run  from 
Moncure  to  Erwin  (the  New  Hope,  Haw, 
and  Cape  Fear  Rivers),  and  a  two-day  trip 
from  Camp  Rockfish  to  the  Cape  Fear 


River  Lock  below  Fayetteville.  Both  trips 
were  exciting  and  fun.  They  also  revealed 
some  of  the  potential  as  well  as  the  serious 
problems  in  the  area  of  water  resources  in 
Eastern  North  Carolina.  Persons  interested 
in  participating  in  other  similar  trips  pro- 
jected for  the  future  should  contact  Rev. 
R.  Keith  Glover,  Coordinator  of  Camping 
Ministry.  Box  10955,  Raleigh  27605. 

DON-LEE  ALUMNI  ASSOCIATION 

As  part  of  Camp  Don— Lee's  third 
decade  thrust,  a  group  of  former  staff 
members  are  organizing  an  Alumni  Associa- 
tion which  will  include  among  its  activities 
a  newsletter  and  an  annual  get-together. 
Persons  interested  in  more  information  or 
being  on  the  mailing  list  should  contact 
Mrs.  Frances  Hart,  410  East  Third  Street, 
Ayden,  North  Carolina  28513. 

Music  Ministry 

F.  Belton  Joyner,  Jr. 

FELLOWSHIP  OF  UNITED 
METHODIST  MUSICIANS 


The  Fellowship  is  a  movement  of  United 
Methodist  musicians  ...  a  fellowship  for  all 
who  serve  in  the  ministry  of  music  ...  a 
movement  which  stresses  the  importance 
of  each  church  musician  being  first  of  all 
"a  churchman"  .  .  .  striving  for  the  best 
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standards  in  the  music  of  the 
church  .  .  .  and  working  to  be  available  to 
assist  the  Church  in  any  way  possible. 
Would  you  like  to  be  a  part  of  this 
Fellowship?  For  more  information  and  an 
application  blank,  write  Music  Ministry,  P. 
0.  Box  10955,  Raleigh,  North  Carolina 
27605 

WANT  SOME  CLUES  INTO  ROCK  MUSIC? 

Cultural  Information  Service,  2900 
Queen  Lane,  Philadelphia,  Pennsylvania 
19129  ..  .  Music  and  the  Young,  Box  871, 
Nashville,  Tennessee  37203  .  .  .  these  are  a 
couple  of  resources  to  help  you  explore  the 
meanings  and  impact  of  rock  music.  "Jesus 
Rock"  is  a  part  of  the  religious  music  scene 
today  and  church  musicians  ought  to  be 
thinking  about  what  that  means  for  local 
church  music  ministry.  Another  help  is  the 
Lifetime  Cassette  Tape  Series,  which  can 
be  rented  from  TRAFCO,  P.  O.  Box 
10955,  Raleigh,  N.  C.  27605.  These  tapes 
frequently  contain  interviews  with  current 
popular  musicians  and  explore  the 
meanings  behind  some  of  the  music  .  .  and 
the  understanding  of  God  which  motivates 
some  of  the  musicians.  Work  on  it  a  bit!  It 
might  be  a  change  of  pace  for  the  music 
ministry  of  congregation.  Perhaps  you 
could  sponsor  a  study  series  for  youth  and 
adults  on  contemporary  music. 

ANOTHER  ADDRESS  TO  NOTE 

Some  persons  have  wanted  a  contact  in 
music  ministry  for  The  United  Methodist 
Church  across  the  country.  One  might 
write  The  Rev.  Glenn  S.  Gothard, 
Executive  Secretary  of  the  Fellowship  of 
United  Methodist  Musicians,  P.  O.  Box 
871,  Nashville,  Tennessee  37203,  or  the 
President  of  the  Fellowship,  W.  Howard 
Coble,  P.  O.  Box  5261,  High  Point,  N.  C. 
27262. 


Some  hands  reach  out  to  touch 
and  help,  others  are  clenched  in 
pain  and  despair.  We  all  ask 
"Why?"  to  the  cruel  contrasts  of 
our  life.  Why  poverty  in  a  land 
of  plenty?  Why  loneliness  in  a 
world  that  would  join  hands? 
Why  war  when  the  impulse  of 
the  heart  is  to  love?  Jhe  aching 
chasm  between  the  real  and  the 
ideal  everywhere  provokes  the 
(luestion  .  .  . 

WHY? 

In  a  world 
looking  for  answers 

maybe  God 
is  the  place  to  start. 
Cod  is  hope.  God  is  now. 


WOMEN'S  NEWS 

North  Carolina  Conference 

Mrs.  Bruce  Hargrove 


THEY  WERE  CHOSEN 

While  attending  the  recent  meeting  of 
the  North  Carolina  Conference  WSCS 
Executive  meeting  at  Methodist  College, 
we  found  that  three  of  the  women  of  our 
Conference  had  been  chosen  to  assume 
great  responsibility  in  our  United  Meth- 
odist Church  during  this  quadrennium.  In 
order  that  all  the  women  of  the  Conference 
might  share  with  them  in  their  respon- 
sibility and  joy,  we  asked  that  the  inform- 
ation be  made  available. 

This  story  really  should  begin  when 
these  three  women  dedicated  their  lives  to 
God,  and  promised  to  seek  His  Will  in  their 
lives.  But  we  will  begin  with  General 
Conference  in  Atlanta  last  April.  Mrs. 
Harold  Mann,  our  Conference  immediate 
past  president,  served  as  chairperson  of  the 
North  Carolina  delegation.  This  in  itself 
brought  "our  Margie"  distinction,  BUT  at 
the  close  of  the  Conference  something  even 
greater  happened.  Mrs.  Mann  was  ap- 
pointed as  a  member  of  the  Council  on 
Finance  and  Administration  for  the  Gen- 
eral Church.  She  is  one  of  two  women 
from  our  Southeastern  Jurisdiction  who 
were  asked  to  serve.  As  many  of  you  know, 
with  the  new  structure  of  our  church,  this 
Council  certainly  ranks  as  one  of  the  most 
powerful  influences  in  the  total  program  of 
the  United  Methodist  Church.  We  know 
that  with  all  of  her  experiences  of  service 
in  the  past  that  Margie  will  serve  this 
Council  well. 

Our  story  continues  as  we  move  to  the 
meeting  of  the  Southeastern  Jurisdictional 
Conference  of  the  United  Methodist 
Church  at  Lake  Junaluska  in  July.  We  all 
knew  that  the  bishops  were  to  be  elected 
and  we  know  that  our  own  Bishop  Black- 


burn was  assigned  to  us  on  the  last  day. 
But  did  you  know  two  more  of  our  women 
were  elected  to  offices  of  great  challenge 
here,  too?  Mrs.  D.  K.  Fry  was  elected  to 
the  General  Board  for  Church  and  Society. 
As  most  of  you  know,  before  Mildred 
became  our  Conference  WSCS  President, 
she  not  only  served  as  vice  president  but 
was  Conference  chairwoman  of  Christian 
Social  Relations  for  the  WSCS.  These 
opportunities  will  certainly  qualify  her  to 
offer  much  as  she  serves  on  this  General 
Board.  BUT  this  is  not  all,  Mrs.  Fry  also 
was  elected  to  the  Jurisdictional  Council 
on  Ministries  and  appointed  to  the  Budget 
and  Finance  Committee  of  the  Juris- 
diction. These  are  two  of  the  most  impor- 
tant groups  of  the  Jurisdiction,  and  we  are 
proud  that  Mildred  will  serve  on  them. 

The  third  opportunity  for  special  pride 
comes  in  the  story  of  Mrs.  Charles  Dorsett. 
Jean's  story  began  at  Charleston  in  March 
when  she  was  one  of  20  women  nominated 
at  the  SEJ  Society-Guild,  as  a  candidate  for 
the  then  "Board  of  Missions."  Only  10  of 
this  group  were  to  be  chosen  in  July  at 
Lake  Junaluska.  Jean  was  also  nominated 
by  the  North  Carolina  Conference  dele- 
gation in  July,  and  when  the  votes  were 
tabulated  she  had  been  elected  to  the 
Board  of  Global  Ministries.  This  was  great! 
We  were  thrilled  for  her,  but  then  she 
attended  the  organizational  meeting  in 
September.  As  so  often  happens  when  one 
is  well  qualified,  Mrs.  Dorsett  returned  to 
North  Carolina  with  the  following  respon- 
sibilities: Executive  Committee  Women's 
Division;  Executive  Committee,  World 
Division;  Executive  Committee,  Board  of 
Global  Ministries;  Section  of  Christian 
Social  Relations,  Vice  Chairperson; 
Women's  Division  Committee  on  Policy 
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and  Program;  and  Commission  on  Per- 
sonnel in  Mission  for  Global  Ministries! 
How  busy  she  will  be! 

It  is  with  great  pride  that  we  share  this 
with  you.  All  three  of  these  committed  and 


dedicated  servants  of  God  need  your 
prayers  and  support  as  they  strive  to  serve 
Him  in  these  places  of  responsibility  for 
which  they  were  chosen! 


WOMEN'S  NEWS 

Western  North  Carolina  Conference 

Fran  Ruark  Lindsey 


(Excerpt  from  "response"  magazine  for 
United  Methodist  Women,  July  August 
issue.)  "I  was  asked  by  the  combined 
group  of  WSCS  and  WSG  of  Memorial 
United  Methodist  Church  here  in  Char- 
lotte, N.  C,  to  speak  to  them  on  the  new 

organization  I  had  only  the  notice  that 

had  been  sent  to  me  concerning  the  release 
to  the  newspapers  but  something  from 
somewhere  made  me  agree  to  go  to  the 
meeting. 

"To  make  a  long  story  short,  the  day  of 
the  meeting  arrived  and  even  at  three 
!  o'clock  in  the  afternoon,  I  was  still  un- 
decided as  to  just  how  I  would  make  my 
(presentation.  However,  every  time  I 
opened  my  desk  drawer,  I  found  my  eyes 
jalways  on  the  last  two  line  of  a  flyer  pro- 
duced by  the  company  I  work  with  Its 

Islogan  applied  to  the  new  organization  for 
jwomen  in  the  United  Methodist  Church: 
"Same  people,  same  products,  same  plants, 
NEW  SPIRIT!"  I  told  the  women  at  our 
meeting  the  slogan  has  a  message  for  each 
of  us.. We  are  the  same  people.  We  are  and 
mil  be  producing  the  same  "products", 
only  better;  and  we  will  be  located  in  the 
|;ame  churches,  but-for  us  to  have  an 
organization  that  will  succeed  we  must  and 
\vill  have  a  NEW  SPIRIT." 
HELEN  WORTHY,  Past  Chairman,  WSG, 
Vestern  North  Carolina  Conference. 


The  Love  offering  combined  totals  for 
Guild  and  Women's  Society  at  the  Annual 
Meetings  was  $13,253.1 1  given  in  honor  of 
Mrs.  Marian  Wooten  and  Miss  Mary 
Floyd. 


Mrs.  Alvin  Morrison  has  been  elected 
one  of  two  vice-presidents  of  the  World 
Division  of  the  newly-consituted  Board  of 
Global  Ministries  of  the  United  Methodist 
Church  at  the  recent  national  meeting  in 
New  York. 

Mrs.  Morrison  will  become  one  of  the 
leaders  of  this  division  which  relates  to 
United  Methodist  work  in  53  other 
nations.  She  has  been  active  in  the 
women's  work  over  the  year,  especially  as  a 
member  of  the  national  Board  of  Missions, 
Women's  Division,  elected  from  SE  Juris- 
diction. Having  worked  in  the  area  of 
missions  for  over  a  decade  in  the  former 
Virginia-Carolina  Conference  as  well  as 
WNC  Carolina  Conference,  she  was  a  dele- 
gate to  the  1972  General  Conference  and 
the  Jurisdictional  Conference  held  at  Lake 
Junaluska  this  summer. 

Mrs.  Mary  Newton  Morrison,  a  member 
of  Scott's  Chapel  Methodist  Church, 
Statesville,  has  been  active  in  her  local 
church  as  well  as  Missions  School  teacher 
throughout  the  south.  She  is  a  former 
teacher  and  principal  in  the  public  schools, 
active  in  PTA,  Teacher's  Association,  and 
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Mrs.  Alvin  Morrison 

honored  as  Teacher  of  the  Year  in  her  own 
county  in  1959.  Her  civic  activities  have 
included  co-chairman  in  Cancer  Drive, 
member  of  supervisory  committee  of 
Iredell  Credit  Union,  officer  in  Home 
Development  Club,  and  membership  in 
state  and  national  Educational  Association. 

*  *  * 

The  NC  Council  of  Women's  Organi- 
zations, which  includes  our  organization, 
will  meet  in  Public  Affairs  Forum  at 
Greensboro,  November  9.  Notices  will 
appear  in  local  papers,  and  reservations  for 
program  and  luncheon  should  be  sent  to 
Mrs.  Marse  Grant,  1428  Ridge  Rd., 
Raleigh.  Mrs.  Leslie  Barnhardt  and  Mrs.  W. 
F.  Redding,  Jr.,  are  our  representatives  to 
the  planning  board  for  this  meeting. 

*  *  * 

A  special  Memorial  Fund  for  Brooks- 
Howell  Home,  Asheville,  was  established  at 
a  meeting  of  the  Board  of  Directors  of  the 
home  this  month. 

Gifts  to  the  fund  may  be  made  by 
anyone  interested  in  the  retirement  home 
in  memory  of  any  loved  one.  The  money 
may  be   sent   to   Miss  Reva  McNabb, 


HPC  Trustees 


Three  new  vice  presidents  were  appoint- 
ed to  the  administrative  staff  of  High  Point 
College  by  the  Board  of  Trustees  at 
meeting  Oct.  4. 

Dr.  David  W.  Cole,  professor  of  history 
at  HPC,  will  be  vice  president  and  dean  o 
the  college.  Cletus  H.  Kruyer,  Jr.,  holder  o 
the  Earl  N.  Phillips  Chair  of  Busines 
Administration  at  the  college,  was  name 
vice  president  of  college  affairs.  Dr 
Murphy  M.  Osborne,  assistant  to  HP 
President  Dr.  Wendell  Patton,  will  be  vie 
president  of  student  development. 

Also,  five  new  members  were  named  t 
the  Board  of  Trustees  at  the  meeting. 

Charles  Dunn,  director  of  the  Stat 
Bureau  of  Investigation,  and  Rev.  Josep 
Bethea,  a  member  of  the  Divinity  Schoo 
faculty  at  Duke  University,  were  elected  t 


Director,  Brooks-Howell  Home,  29  Spear 
Ave.,  Asheville,  N.  C.  28801.  The  name  of 
the  person  in  whose  memory  the  money  is 
given  should  be  included.  A  special 
Memorial  acknowledgement  will  be  re- 
turned to  the  sender. 

These  funds  will  be  used  for  special 
furnishings  or  for  specific  needs  of  the 
home. 

Mrs.  Elizabeth  Manant,  Asheville,  is 
chairman  of  the  committee  planning  the 
new  project.  Brooks-Howell  Home  for 
Retired  Missionaries  and  Deaconesses  was 
established  in  1956  in  Asheville,  under  the 
auspices  of  the  Women's  Division  of  the 
Board  of  Missions  of  the  Methodist 
Church. 

THE  VERNON  COMPANY 

PEWS  -  CARPETS 
OFFICE  &  CLASSROOM  FURNITURE 
P.  O.  Box  5484     High  Pointr  N.  C.  27262 
Phone  (919)  885-4615 
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Appoint  Three  New  VP's 


serve  on  the  board.  Bethea  is  the  first  black 
to  become  a  trustee  of  the  school. 

Named  ex-officio  members  of  the  Board 
of  Trustees  were  Dr.  Earl  P.  Crow, 
chairman  of  the  Faculty  Affairs  Committee 
and  professor  of  religion;  Dr.  James  W. 
Fowler  of  Charlotte,  director  of  the 
College  Coordinating  Council;  and  Joe 
Yacyshyn  of  Wilmington,  Del,  president  of 
the  Student  Government  Association. 

The  board  also  approved  the  1972-73 
budget  for  the  college. 

In  other  business  by  the  board,  Josh  L. 
Home  of  Rocky  Mount  was  elected  trustee 
emeritus. 

The  following  professionals  and  busi- 
nessman also  were  approved  to  serve  as 
members  of  the  trustees'  Class  of  1976.  In 
the  Western  N.  C.  Conference,  they  include 


J.  Harriss  Covington,  secretary-treasurer  of 
Harriss  and  Covington  Hosiery  Mills,  Inc., 
High  Point;  W.  R.  Henderson  of  Southport, 
president  of  Carolina  Cape  Fear  Corp.; 
Charles  W.  McCrary,  president  of  Acme 
McCrary  Corporation,  Asheboro;  J.  H. 
Millis,  president  of  Adams-Millis,  High 
Point,  and  W.  F.  Womble,  attorney  with 
Womble,  Carlyle,  Sandridge  and  Rice, 
Winton-Salem. 

Serving  four-year  terms  for  the  N.  C. 
Conference  will  be  C.  Felix  Harvey,  III, 
president  of  L.  Harvey  and  Son,  Kinston, 
and  Blaine  M.  Madison  of  Raleigh, 
formerly  commissioner  of  N.  C.  Board  of 
Juvenile  Corrections. 

Holt  McPherson,  editor  emeritus  of  The 
High  Point  Enterprise,  was  re-elected 
chairman  of  the  Board  for  1972-73. 


WE  RECOMMEND 
THE  FOLLOWING  CANDIDATES  FOR  THE  N.  C.  SENATE 

NOTE:  Our  recommendations  are  based  upon  personal  interviews,  analysis  of  voting  records  of 
incumbents,  or  answers  to  a  questionaire  on  moral  issues  such  as:  (1)  liquor-by-the-drink  that  encou- 
rages drinking  and  driving;  (2)  highway  safety;  (3)  laws  to  get  tough  on  drunk  drivers;  (4)  mental 
|health;  (5)  other  drugs  and  related  matters. 

4TH  SENATE  DISTRICT  (1  to  be  elected)  New  Hanover,  Pender  (D)  James  L.  Nelson:  9TH  SENATE 
DISTRICT  (1  to  be  elected)  Johnston,  Sampson  (R)  Jack  Blanchard;  (D)  J.  Marvin  Johnson:  10TH 
ISENATE  DISTRICT  (2  to  be  elected)  Cumberland  (R)  Mrs.  Nancy  Coolidge;  (D)  Joe  B.  Raynor,  Jr.: 
!:11TH  SENATE  DISTRICT  (1  to  be  elected)  Bladen,  Brunswick,  Columbus  (D)  Arthur  W.  Williamson; 
j(R)  J.  W.  Suggs:  14TH  SENATE  DISTRICT  (3  to  be  elected)  Harnett,  Lee,  Wake  (D)  J.  Allen  (Al) 
jAdams;  (D)  Bobby  L.  (Bob)  Barker;  (R)  Robert  J.  (Bob)  Barker;  (R)  Alice  H.  Johnson:  16TH 
ISENATE  DISTRICT  (2  to  be  elected)  Chatham,  Moore,  Orange,  Randolph  (D)  A.  B.  Coleman,  Jr.;  (R) 
P.  H.  Craig;  (A)  Mrs.  Mary  V.  Jones:  18TH  SENATE  DISTRICT  (1  to  be  elected)  Alamance  (R)  Albert 
Gminder:  19TH  SENATE  DISTRICT  (3  to  be  elected)  Guilford  (R)  William  B.  Penny;  (D)  Lynwood 
(Smith;  (D)  McNeill  Smith:  20TH  SENATE  DISTRICT  (2  to  be  elected)  Forpyth  (R)  Harry  Bagnal;  (D) 
•Simon  Sosnik;  (D)  James  G.  White:  21ST  SENATE  DISTRICT  (2  to  be  elected)  Davidson,  Davie, 
iRowan  (D)  George  L.  Hundley;  (R)  Phil  Kirk:  22ND  SENATE  DISTRICT  (4  to  be  elected)  Cabarrus, 
Mecklenburg  (D)  Cy  N.  Bahakel:  23RD  SENATE  DISTRICT  (2  to  be  elected)  Alexander,  Catawba, 
[redell,  Yadkin  (D)  Bobby  Lee  Combs;  (R)  J.  Reid  Poovey;  (R)  Kennedy  H.  Sharpe:  24TH  SENATE 
DISTRICT  (2  to  be  elected)  Avery,  Burke,  Caldwell,  Mitchell,  Watauga,  Wilkes  (R)  Jim  Hughes;  (R) 
Donald  R.  Kincaid;  (D)  Earl  H.  Tate;  (D)  John  T.  Gainings:  27TH  SENATE  DISTRICT  (2  to  be 
Jlected)  Cherokee,  Clay,  Graham,  Haywood,  Henderson,  Jackson,  Macon,  Polk,  Swain,  Transylvania 
D)  Cecil  J.  Hill;  (R)  Charles  H.  Taylor;  (R)  Mrs.  Bette  Ann  Wilkie. 

"ALL  THAT  IS  NECESSARY  FOR  EVIL  TO  FLOURISH  IS 
FOR  GOOD  MEN  TO  DO  NOTHING" 
Exercise  Your  Christian  Responsibility  and  Vote  On  November  7TH 
(Paid  Political  Advertisement) 
CHRISTIAN  ACTION  LEAGUE  OF  NORTH  CAROLINA,  INC. 
).  P.  McFarland,  Executive  Director  Coy  C.  Privette,  President 

P.  O.  Box  2126,  Raleigh,  N.  C.  27602 
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Sunday  School  Lesson 

By  Dr.  Raymond  A.  Smith 
( International  Lesson  Series ) 


FOR  OCTOBER  29 


Freedom  Under  Authority 


Background  Scripture:  2  Chronicles 
10:1-16;  Romans  13;  1  Peter  2 

Lesson  Scripture:  Romans  13:1-7;  1  Peter 
2:11-17 

"Freedom  is  a  word  philosophers  like  to 
play  with  and  ordinary  men  fight  over.  It 
can  mean  many  things,  depending  upon  the 
context  in  which  it  is  used.  To  the  Com- 
munist, it  means  freedom  from  capitalism; 
to  the  capitalist  it  means  freedom  from 
Communism.  To  the  predestinarian  it 
means  freedom  from  the  necessity  of 
trying  to  decide  one's  fate,  since  it  has 
already  been  decided.  To  some  it  could 
mean  freedom  to  "back-slide"  and  then 
claim  the  forgiveness  of  God.  And  so  we 
could  go  'round  and  'round  talking  about 
the  various  meanings  of  freedom. 

In  this  lesson,  however,  we  are  con- 
cerned with  only  one  aspect  of  freedom. 
We  shall  try  to  confine  it  to  the  lesson  title 
"Freedom  Under  Authority."  Of  course 
the  moment  we  use  the  word  "authority" 
we  have  to  go  a  step  further  and  ask: 
"What  kind  of  authority?"  Are  we  talking 
about  authority  imposed  from  without? 
Are  we  talking  about  the  authority  of 
"conscience?"  We  could  be  talking  about 
the  authority  of  the  moral  code  under 
which  we  have  grown  up.  There  is  a  possi- 
bility, of  course,  that  there  may  be  con- 
flicts of  authorities— such  as  that  between 
conscience  and  what  is  told  us  is  our 
national  duty. 

Having  confused  the  issue  sufficiently 
up  to  this  point,  we  turn  now  to  the  first 
Scripture  lesson,  found  in  Romans  13:1-7. 
In  this  passage  the  apostle  Paul  says:  "Let 
every  person  be  subject  to  the  governing 
authorities.   For  there  is  no  authority 


except  from  God,  and  those  that  exist  have 
been  instituted  by  God."  Now  if  the  reader 
will  go  back  and  read  that  text  over  again, 
and  then  ask  himself  the  question  as  to 
whether  or  not  our  founding  fathers  of  this 
nation  disobeyed  the  teaching  of  Scripture 
in  promoting  a  revolution  against  the 
British,  he  will  discover  some  difficulties. 
One  would  have  a  hard  time  proving  they 
didn't  disobey  Paul's  advice!  Or  it  may  be 
that,  if  confronted  with  the  apostle's  text, , 
they  could  have  replied:  "First,  you  will ! 
have  to  prove  that  the  English  government 
was,  in  fact,  instituted  by  God." 

There  are  those  who  have  thought  the 
translation    of  the  apostle's  words  inn 
Romans  13:1  should  have  been  to  thee 
effect  that  "any  government  that  Godd 
permits  to  exist"  should  be  obeyed.  Don't 
forget  that  Paul  was  a  Roman  citizen— and ' 
proud   of  it!    (see   Acts  21:39  and! 
22:25-28).  Furthermore,  Rome  was  rea- 
sonably tolerant  of  many  faiths  during! 
most  of  its  history.  For  example,  they 
excused  the  Jews  from  paying  their  res- 
pects  to  the  Emperor,  and  allowed  them  to 
pray  for  him,  instead  of  to  him.  Also  it 
should  not  be  forgotten  that  the  apostle 
was  writing  to  the  church  at  Rome  pre- 
sumably for  the  purpose  of  making  known 
to  them  his  view  of  the  meaning  of  the 
Gospel,  and  also  his  views  on  a  number  of  i 
other  matters.  It  is  reasonable  to  assume 
they  would  be  interested  in  his  views  of  the 
Christian's  duty  to  the  state. 

In  chapter  7:6  he  urges  further  obe- 
dience in  the  areas  of  taxes  and  of  proper  j 
respect  for  governmental  authorities.  The  | 
apostle  Paul  has  had  his  share  of  critics  j 
throughout  the  Christian  centuries,  but  one 
must  concede  that  he  never  came  even 
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close  to  being  a  political  revolutionary.  It  is 
ironical  that  the  very  government  which  he 
so  much  respected  should  have  ordered  his 
death! 

In  1  Peter  2:11-17  (one  of  the  latest 
writings  in  the  New  Testament)  Christians 
are  urged  to  live  such  lives  that  their  per- 
secutors can  find  no  fault  in  them.  They 
are  enjoined  to  be  submissive  to  all  rulers 
from  the  Emperor  down  to  the  lowliest 
magistrate.  "It  is  God's  will  that  by  doing 
right  you  should  put  to  silence  the  igno- 
rance of  foolish  men"  (v.  15).  They  are 
further  instructed  "to  live  as  free  men,  yet 
without  using  your  freedom  as  a  pretext 


for  evil,  but  live  as  servants  of  God."  This 
suggests  that  these  early  Christians  had 
enough  to  do  to  avoid  trouble  without 
adding  to  it  a  record  of  disobedience  to  the 
common  laws. 

Such  exhortations  to  submission  as  we 
see  in  this  lesson  will  get  little  postive 
response  from  many  in  our  time  when 
everything  is  being  questioned.  Certainly 
we  have  to  take  into  account  the  fact  that 
the  political  situation  for  Christians  in  the 
last  decades  of  this  century  is  very  differ- 
ent from  those  of  the  early  Christians.  Few 
would  advocate  supporting  a  corrupt 
government  now. 


SUNDAY  SCHOOL  LESSON  FOR  NOVEMBER  5 

The  Church  In  A  Secular  State 


Background  Scripture:  Daniel  6;  Matthew 
22;  Acts  5 

Lesson  Scripture:  Matthew  22:15-22;  Acts 
5:27-29 

This  lesson  is  closely  related  to  the  one 
we  had  last  Sunday.  The  vital  question  is 
pow  a  person  can  be  a  loyal  citizen  of  any 
state,  and  at  the  same  time,  be  loyal  to  the 
highest  teachings  of  his  religious  faith.  The 
First  Amendment  to  our  Constitution  says: 
"Congress  shall  make  no  law  respecting  the 
bstablishment  of  religion,  nor  prohibiting 
the  free  exercise  thereof."  Much  has  been 
iaid,  and  written,  about  this  amendment, 
nuch  of  which  applauds  the  founding 
fathers  for  their  wisdom  in  erecting  "a  wall 
bf  separation  between  church  and  state." 
Some  have  been  unhappy  with  the  arrange- 
ment because   they   feel  a  "hands-off" 
Policy  with  reference  to  religion  puts  the 
tate  against  it.  It  may  be  pointed  out  that 
'he  language  of  the  amendment  is  now 
omewhat  antiquated  in  that  not  everyone 
nderstands  what  was  meant  by  the  phrase 
the  establishment  of  religion."  The  pur- 
ose  was  to  prevent  congress  from  forming 
state  church  after  the  manner  of  England, 
he  framers  of  the  constitution  wanted  no 
i  I  art  of  any  such  arrangement. 


Though  there  were  a  considerable 
number  of  "free-thinkers"  among  early 
political  leaders  in  this  country  (Thomas 
Jefferson,  for  example),  one  can  scarelv 
contend  that  their  purpose  was  to  exclude 
religion,  root  and  branch,  from  the  new 
Republic.  All  they  wanted  to  do  was  to 
prevent  a  state-controlled  and  state- 
supported  church. 

Our  first  Scripture  lesson  for  this  date  is 
Matthew  22:15-22.  It  is  the  story  of  how  a 
group  of  Pharisees  "put  Jesus  on  the  spot," 
as  we  should  say.  They  did  this  by  asking 
him  a  politically  "loaded"  question.  Notice 
their  approach  to  Jesus  on  this  particular 
occasion  was  very  diplomatic:  "Teacher, 
we  know  that  you  are  true,  and  teach  the 
way  of  God  truthfully,  and  care  for  no 
man;  for  you  do  not  regard  the  position  cf 
men."  So  far,  so  good.  But  then  comes  the 
embarassing  question:  "Is  it  lawful  to  pay 
taxes  to  Caesar  or  not?"  The  question 
reflected  the  smouldering  resentment  that 
many  Jews  had  toward  the  Romans  who 
had  occupied  their  country.  In  fact  there 
was  a  party  known  as  the  "Zealots"  who 
wanted  to  settle  their  differences  with 
Rome  by  force  of  arms,  believing  God 
would  aid  them  by  sending  heavenly  help. 
Jesus,  who  was  fully  aware  of  their  pur- 
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pose,  asked  the  Pharisees  for  a  coin,  saying, 
"Show  me  the  money  for  the  tax."  An 
interesting  side-light  on  this  incident  is  that 
Jesus  apparently  carried  no  money  with 
him.  When  asked  whose  "likeness"  was  on 
the  coin,  the  questioners  said  "Caesar's."  It 
was  then  that  Jesus  delivered  the  opinion 
that  has  been  famous  ever  since.  Said  he: 
"Render,  therefore  to  Caesar  what  is 
Caesar's,  and  unto  God  what  is  God's." 
This  was  like  saying:  "Pay  the  state  its 
dues,  whatever  they  are ;  but  don't  worship 
it;  worship  belongs  only  to  God." 

The  above  statement  was  not  a  super- 
fluous one.  Some  Roman  emperors,  like 
Nero,  ordered  all  correspondence  addressed 
to  them  to  begin:  "  Our  Lord  and  God."  It 
ought  to  be  mentioned,  in  connection  with 
Jesus'  reply  to  the  Pharisees,  that  some 
modern  writers  have  contended  that  Jesus 
was  actually  in  greater  sympathy  with  the 
Zealots  than  the  record  shows.  In  Matthew 
10:2f  we  note  that,  in  the  list  of  disciples 
there  is  one  "Simon,  the  Zealot."  If  any 
reader  wishes  to  pursue  this  subject  farther 
he  should  consult  S.G.F.  Brandon's  book: 


"Jesus  and  the  Zealots." 

Our  second  Scripture  selection  is  Acts 
5:27-29.  It  relates  an  instance  of  direct 
confrontation  of  some  of  the  apostles  with 
the  temple  leaders  and  their  police.  This 
would  not  serve  as  a  perfect  example  of 
church  versus  state,  since  the  Romans  were 
only  secondarily  involved.  Nevertheless,  it 
reflects  the  great  courage  of  some  early 
followers  of  Jesus  who  proclaimed  their 
faith  under  the  most  trying  circumstances. 
Their  only  defense  for  defying  the  author- 
ities was  the  simple  statement:  "We  must 
obey  God  rather  than  men." 

In  this  election  year  we  have  all  seen 
that  the  gaining  and  holding  of  political 
power « is  not  without  its  ugly  character-! 
istics.  This  is  nothing  new  to  those  who 
know  their  history.  But  we  can  say  that,  im 
a  democracy,  where  Christians  have  the 
privilege  of  voting,  they  should  unfailingly 
choose  men  of  character  and  courage 
rather  than  political  opportunists  whose 
main  object  is  to  hold  the  power  they  have 
gained.  If  the  free  are  not  brave,  they  wil 
not  be  free  very  long. 


BOARDS  ORGANIZE 

(Continued  from  page  11) 

Higher  Education  division,  and  Dr.  James 
C.  Stokes,  Greensboro,  who  was  elected 
secretary  of  the  Chaplains  and  Related 
Ministries  division. 

The  new  Board  of  Higher  Education 
and  Ministry  is  related  to  more  than  143 
educational  institutions  related  to  the 
United  Methodist  Church.  It  also  has  res- 
ponsibility for  professional  personnel  of 
the  church  including  ministers,  lay 
workers,  chaplains,  etc. 

During  its  first  meeting  the  Board  also 
elected  members  ot  the  University  Senate, 
the  accrediting  board  for  educational  insti- 
tutions related  to  the  United  Methodist 
Church.  Dr.  Thomas  A.  Collins,  president 
of  N.  C.  Wesleyan  College  in  Rocky  Mount, 
was  among  eleven  members  elected  for  a 
four-year  term.  Dr.  Willa  Player  of  the 
Bureau  of  Higher  Education,  HEW,  was 
appointed  to  the  senate  earlier  by  the 
Council  of  Bishops. 
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BOARD  OF  DISCIPLESHIP 

Bishop  W.  Kenneth  Goodson,  Rich, 
mond,  Va.,  was  elected  president  of  the 
95-member  Board  of  Discipleship.  Mergec 
in  the  new  board  is  Christian  education! 
evangelism  and  work  with  the  laity,  ii 
addition  to  worship,  youth  ministries 
missionary  education  and  family  life  con 
cerns. 

Elected  vice-presidents  of  the  board  am 
head  of  its  divisions  were  the  Rev.  Edwan 
L.  Duncan,  Lake  Orion,  Mich,  Division  o 
Evangelism,   Worhship   and  Stewardship, 
Bishop  James  S.  Thomas,  Des  Moine; , 
Iowa,  Division  of  Education,  and  James  F 
W.  Talley,  Baltimore  Md.,  Division  of  La 
Life  and  Work.  Mrs.  Charles  N.  GilreatL, 
Sulphur  Springs,  Texas,  was  chosen  seen  • 
tary. 

Among  the  twenty-five  members-a  - 
large  of  the  agency  elected  were  Davi  1 
Harvin,  Carrboro,  N.  C,  and  the  Re  . 
Thomas  Raper,  Charlotte,  N.  C. 

The  Board's  executive  committee  wi  1 
serve  as  a  search  committee  for  a  gener  I 

I 
1 


secretary  for  the  Board  and  bring  a  rec- 
ommendation to  its  next  meeting,  set  for 
Feb.  20-23  in  Nashville,  Tenn. 

All  of  the  units  represented  in  the  new 
agency  have  headquarters  in  Nashville, 
except  for  the  General  Board  of  the  Laity 
in  Evanston,  111.  The  move  of  this  unit  to 
Nashville  is  scheduled  to  be  completed  by 
early  next  summer. 

BOARD  OF  CHURCH  AND  SOCIETY 

Bishop  James  Armstrong,  Aberdeen,  S. 
D.,  was  elected  president  of  the  new  Board 
of  Church  and  Society.  The  board  is  essen- 
tially the  former  Board  of  Christian  Social 
Concerns,  renamed  and  structurally  en- 
larged. 

Bishop  Armstrong  is  known  as  a  leader 
in  Christian  social  concern,  particularly  in 
the  peace  movement.  Other  board  officers 
include  the  first  Asian-American  bishop  in 
the  U.  S.,  a  black  bishop,  a  Hispanic  Amer- 
ican minister  and  two  women.  Elected 
vice-presidents  of  the  board  and  chairmen 
for  its  divisions  are: 

Division  of  General  Welfare,  Bishop 
Wilbur  W.  Y.  Choy;  Division  of  World 
Peace,  Rev.  E.  McKinnon  White,  Melrose, 
Mass;  Division  of  Human  Relations,  Rev. 
Joel  N.  Martinez,  El  Paso,  Texas;  Division 
of  Emerging  Social  Issues,  Mrs.  William  A. 
Hudson,  Philadelphia,  Pa.;  Administrative 
Committee,  Bishop  Roy  C.  Nichols,  Pitts- 
burgh, Pa.;  Personnel  Committee,  Rev. 
Bryan  Crenshaw,  Columbia,  S.  C. 

Treasurer  and  chairperson  of  Com- 
mittee on  Finance,  Mrs.  Arthur  Styron, 
Atlanta,  Ga.;  recording  secretary,  Samuel 
T.  Middleton,  Orangeburg,  S.  C. 

Rev.  Orion  N.  Hutchinson,  Jr.,  Greens- 
boro, was  elected  secretary  of  the  Division 
of  Emerging  Social  Issues. 

The  Rev.  Dr.  A.  Dudley  Ward,  general 
secretary  of  the  Board  of  Christian  Social 
Concerns,  was  nominated  to  continue  as 
general  secretary  of  the  new  board.  All 
present  staff  members  were  re-elected. 

After  considerable  argument  as  to 
whether  it  might  blunt  the  board's  activist 
role,  members  directed  their  staff  to  make 
"better,  more  creative,  constructive  rela- 
tionships with  the  local  church"  a  prime 
emphasis  during  the  coming  quadrennium. 

The  proposal  came  from  the  Rev. 
Howard  Plowman  of  Tulsa,  Okla,  who 
agreed  that  this  emphasis  should  not  cut 


into  the  board's  or  staff's  advocacy  role, 
but  rather  should  be  to  help  the  local 
church  understand  and  appreciate  the 
"prophetic  stance"  of  the  agency  and  to 
accept  its  own  role  in  the  world  more 
effectively. 
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WNCC  Pastors  Discuss  Travel 


CAMP  CAROLWOOD,-A  travel 
allowance  for  the  United  Methodist  minist- 
er, paid  separately  from  his  salary  by  the 
congregation,  appears  to  be  getting  off  the 
ground  in  churches  of  the  Western  North 
Carolina  Conference. 

An  hour-long  discussion  of  the  sub- 
ject, first  since  the  hot  floor  debate  at  the 
1972  Annual  Conference  in  June,  took 
place  at  Camp  Carolwood  Sept.  26,  second 
of  three  days  of  the  Church  in  Mission 
Conference. 

Mrs.  Fletcher  Nelson  of  Morganton, 
chairman  of  the  Special  Committee  to 
Study  the  Ministry,  which  gained 
acceptance  of  the  travel  allowance 
legislation,  was  chairperson  for  a  panel  dis- 
cussing the  matter  and  answering  ques- 
tions. 

Legislation  approved  by  delegates  at- 
tending the  1972  annual  meeting  at  Lake 
Junaluska  calls  for  congregations  to 
separate  the  minister's  travel  allowance 
from  his  salary  by  Jan.  1,  1974,  listing  it  as 
a  local  expense.  The  suggested  rate  of  pay- 
ment is  10  cents  a  mile  by  voucher  from 
the  minister. 

Several  pastors  present  are  already 
making  records  of  their  congregational 
travel  and  other  reported  acceptance  of  the 
legislation  in  their  congregations. 

Dr.  J.  Clay  Madison,  superintendent 
for  the  Asheville  District,  revealed  that  the 
Conference  Cabinet  had  taken  action  in 
August  and  again  in  September  urging  im- 
plementation of  the  legislation. 

There  were  many  questions  posed  and 
problems  which,  according  to  Dr.  Julian 
Lindsey  of  Charlotte,  director  of  the 
Conference  Council  on  Ministries,  will  have 
to  be  ironed  out  with  further  legislation 
during  the  1973  Annual  Conference. 

Here  are  some  of  the  problems  and 
answers  given  during  the  discussion: 

Q-How  will  this  be  handled  by 
minimum  salary? 

A-Minimum  salary  will  be  expected 
to  take  up  the  slack  in  1 974. 

The  Rev.  John  Burton  of  Hudson, 
chairman  of  the  Conference  Town  and 
Country  Commission,  said  his  experience 
as  a  pastor  at  minimum  salary  churches  is 


The  panel  on  ministerial  travel  included 
(from  left)  the  Rev.  June  Greene,  Mr.  Alvin 
Morrison,  Dr.  J.  Clay  Madison,  Mrs.  Fletcher 
Nelson,  the  Rev.  Doug  Corriher,  Dr.  Julian 
Lindsey  and  the  Rev.  John  Burton. 


that  such  congregations  are  happy  to  pay 
increases  they  know  the  minister  will  re- 
ceive. He  said  the  travel  allowance,  listed  as 
congregational  expense,  could  be  accept- 
able to  such  churches  if  they  know  the 
Conference  would  take  up  the  salary  slack. 

Q-Will  this  affect  appointments? 

A  — There  was  some  disagreement 
among  Cabinet  members  present,  but  the 
consensus  was  that  the  1973  appointments 
will  continue  to  reflect  the  total  salary- 
travel  figure,  but  by  the  1974  appoint- 
ments travel  should  be  a  local  church: 
expense  and  will  not  figure  into  appoint- 
ment-making. Dr.  Madison  said,  "We  will 
have  to  list  both  during  the  period  of  tran-i 
sition  until  all  charges  adopt  then 
legislation." 

Q-When  will  the  churches  have  to 
separate  travel  from  salary? 

A-The  Conference  hopes  the 
legislation  is  being  enacted  now.  For  con^i 
gregations  with  a  fiscal  year  of  Jan.  I 
1973,  the  legislation  should  begin  then  and 
must  begin  by  Jan.  1,  1974.  For  con- 
gregations with  a  fiscal  year  beginning 
during  1973,  usually  June  1,  1973,  the 
legislation  should  be  reflected  in  that  bud  j 
get  and  must  be  begun  by  Jan.  1,  1974. 

Q-If  a  pastor  is  responsible  for  more  j 
than  one  congregation,  how  is  the  trave  j 
handled? 

A  — It    is    suggested   the   travel  be 
handled  the  same  as  is  the  salary  among  th(  I 
two  or  more  congregations. 
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Allowance 


An  informal  discussion  during  the  Church  in 
Mission  Conference  takes  place  between  (from 
left)  the  Rev.  John  Burton,  Dr.  Lyle  E.  Schaller, 
Mr.  Alvin  Morrison  and  Bishop  Edwin  R. 
Garrison. 

Q-What  should  the  pastor's  role  be 
with  the  Pastor-Parish  Relations  Com- 
mittee? 

A-The  pastor  should  meet  with  this 
committee  and  work  out  the  travel  legisla- 
tion for  the  charge. 

Here  are  some  of  the  problems  ex- 
pressed which  will  have  to  be  interpreted 
by  charge  and  district  and  Conference,  or 
worked  out  to  everyone's  satisfaction, 
now,  or  at  the  1 973  Annual  Conference: 

What  are  the  guidelines  for  submitting 
a  voucher?  Is  attending  meetings  such  as 
the  "Church  in  Mission  Conference"  a 
travel  allowance  for  the  minister  from  the 
congregation?  Is  attending  district  meetings 
congregational  expense? 

One  pastor  saw  the  whole  legislation 
as  "a  mess"  and  said  he  was  satisfied  "the 
way  it  is  now."  But  he  was  reminded  by  a 
fellow  pastor  that  his  attitude  could  pena- 
lize the  minister  who  will  follow  him  in 
that  charge. 

The  Rev.  Mr.  Burton  told  the  group, 
"We  have  been  part  of  an  unfair  system  for 
years.  District  superintendents  and  Con- 
ference-related men  have  received  travel  ex- 
pense separate  from  salaries,  but  not  charge 
pastors.  This  legislation  enables  us  to  get 
honest  with  ourselves  and  the  congregat- 
ion, and  they  can  see  more  clearly  our 
work.  It  will  be  good  for  the  laity  to  see 
how  much  it  is  costing  the  church  for  my 
ministry." 

The    Rev.    Doug   Corriher,  super- 


intendent for  the  Marion  District,  said  the 
difference  in  demands  by  charges  on  a 
pastor's  services  often  penalizes  the  pastor 
under  the  present  system  of  combining 
travel  and  salary  as  one  figure. 

He  said  there  are  often  cases  where  a 
minister  is  moved  to  another  charge  with 
an  apparent  $500  increase  in  salary,  but 
the  increased  demands  of  service  in  the 
charge  actually  cause  the  minister  to  take 
$500  to  $1,000  less  in  salary  over  what  he 
was  receiving  at  the  former  appointment. 

The  "Church  in  Mission  Conference" 
featured  discussion  and  lectures  on  the 
parish  and  the  difficulty  of  putting  to- 
gether a  successful  charge,  and  then  a 
successful  circuit,  and  finally  a  successful 
parish. 

Keynote  speakers  were  Dr.  Lyle  E. 
Schaller,  church  planner  and  trainer  in 
leadership  development  at  Yokefellow 
Institute  in  Richmond,  Ind.,  and  Bishop 
Edwin  R.  Garrison,  retired,  who  has  com- 
pleted a  "Study  of  the  Parish"  for  the 
Council  of  Bishops.  He  is  presently  on  the 
Duke  Divinity  School  Faculty  working  in 
the  area  of  parish  study. 

The  Church  in  Mission  Conference  is 
an  annual  presentation  of  the  Conference 
Town  and  Country  Commission  and  the 
United  Methodist  Rural  Fellowship.  Presid- 
ing were  the  Rev.  Mr.  Burton,  and  the  Rev. 
Harry  Sellers,  Jr.,  of  Andrews,  chairman 
for  the  Fellowship.  The  program  was  under 
auspices  of  the  Conference  Area  of  Out- 
reach, the  Rev.  H.  Claude  Young,  Jr.,  of 
Statesville,  director. 

Attendance  of  women  continued  to 
increase,  with  more  than  a  dozen  and  a  half 
present,  including  the  Conference's  Church 
and  Community  Workers.  Altogether  more 
than  80  persons  attended  the  Sept.  25-57 
event.   
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CAROLINA  BRIEFS 


Friendship  Church  is  holding  revival 
services  Oct.  15-20  with  the  pastor,  Rev. 
Charles  L.  Pollock,  preaching  at  7:30  p.m. 
Friendship  is  on  the  Turkey-Unity- 
Friendship  Charge. 

*  *  * 

Roseboro  Church,  Roseboro,  will 
observe  homecoming  on  Sunday,  Oct.  22. 
Guest  preacher  will  be  Dr.  N.  W.  Grant  of 
Raleigh,  director  of  the  N.  C.  Conference 
Program  Council.  All  former  members  and 
pastors  are  invited.  Rev.  R.  R.  Blankenhorn 
is  pastor. 

*  *  * 

The  Martha  Mann  Conway  Collection 
will  be  on  exhibit  in  the  Louisburg  College 
Art  Gallery  through  Oct.  30.  The  Conway 
Collection,  willed  to  the  college  by  the  late 
Martha  Mann  Conway,  a  native  of  Franklin 
County,  includes  oil  portraits  and  impress- 
ionistic landscapes  of  the  late  19th  and 
early  20th  century. 

*  *  * 

Jenkins  Memorial  Church ,  Raleigh ,  will 
have  its  annual  homecoming,  Sunday,  Oct. 
22.  The  Rev.  Ernest  R.  Porter  of  Raleigh, 
an  associate  director  of  the  N.  C.  Confer- 
ence Program  Council,  will  preach.  Former 
pastors  and  friends  are  invited. 

*  *  * 

Rev.  Paul  T.  Starnes,  pastor  of  the 
Moore's  Chapel-Steeleberry  Charge  in  the 
Charlotte  District,  will  be  preaching  at 
Midway  Church   Kannapolis,  Oct.  22-25. 

*  *  * 

Rev.  Thad  L.  McDonald,  pastor  of  St. 
Luke's,  Hickory,  will  preach  for  services  at 
Asbury  Church,  Asheville,  Nov.  5-8.  He  is  a 
former  pastor  of  Asbury. 

*  *  * 

Dr.  Thomas  Collins,  president  of  N.  C. 
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Wesleyan  College,  Rocky  Mount,  will 
preach  during  the  morning  worship  service 
at  First  Church,  Mount  Olive,  on  Oct.  29 

*  * 

Dr.  William  P.  Wilson,  professor  o 
psychiatry  and  head  of  the  Division  o 
Clinical  Neurophysiology  at  Duke  Univer 
sity  Medical  School,  will  be  the  resourc 
person  for  a  family  life  workshop  at  Firs 
Church,  Brevard,  Nov.  4  and  5.  He  also  wil 
speak  at  the  Sunday  morning  worship  ser 
vice.  The  weekend  of  Oct.  27-29  Leighto 
and  Dorothy  Wiant,  missionaries  in  Sara 
wak,  will  be  visiting  at  First  Church. 

*  *  * 

Plans  are  being  made  for  a  Lay  Witnes 
Mission  Nov.  3-5  at  Friendship  Church 
Fallston.  Coordinators  will  be  Sonja  an 
Harold  Beaver  from  Troutman. 

*  *  * 

Rev.  and  Mrs.  Martin  R.  Chambers 
Winston  Salem,  celebrated  their  golde 
wedding  Sept.  14.  He  is  a  retired  ministe 
in  the  N.  C.  Conference,  and  they  live  a 
2401  Parkway  Drive.  The  Chambers  have 
two  sons,  Dr.  Robert  T.  Chambers,  a 
Wins  ton -Salem  pediatrician,  and  John 
Allan  Chambers,  a  NASA  physicist  in 
Huntsville,  Ala.  They  also  have  two  grand- 
children. 

*  *  * 

Rev.  E.  W.  Bell,  86,  was  honored  at 
Tabernacle  Church,  Robbins,  Oct.  1  during 
the  Sunday  worship  service.  Mr.  Bell,  a 
retired  Methodist  minister,  still  takes  an 
active  part  in  the  community  and  church. 
Friends,  relatives,  and  young  people  who 
had  been  members  of  his  piano  classes  were 
present.  Donald  Burns,  Jr.,  one  of  his  piano 
students,  introduced  the  tribute.  The 
pastor,  Rev.  Walter  C.  Feltman,  recounted 
some  of  the  highlights  of  Mr.  Bell's  life. 

*  *  * 


Bishop  Robert  E.  Goodrich,  Jr.,  of  the  Missouri 
Area  will  he  visiting  preacher  for  the  Finch 
Preaching  Mission  at  Memorial  Church,  Thomas- 
ville,  Nov.  5-8.  He  was  elected  bishop  in  July 
after  a  twenty-six  year  pastorate  at  First  UM 
Church  in  Dallas,  Texas.  He  will  speak  at  the  Min- 
ister's Luncheon  on  Monday,  Nov.  6,  at  12  noon. 


APPOINTMENT  CHANGES 

Bishop  Earl  G.  Hunt,  Jr.,  has  authorized 
the  following  changes  in  appointments 
effective  Oct.  18:  Charlotte  District:  Char- 
lotte, St.  John's,  David  L.  Baxter;  Hill's 
Chapel,  James  Michael  Leatherwood; 
Greensboro  District:  Greensboro,  Grace 
Associate,  Harlan  L.  Creech,  III. 

Cecil  L.  Heckard,  Supt. 
Charlotte  District 


Orion  N.  Hutchinson,  Supt. 
Greensboro  District 


Dr.  A.  Purnell  Bailey  of  Washington,  D.  C,  assoc- 
iate general  secretary  for  the  Division  of  Chap- 
lains and  Related  Ministries,  United  Methodist 
Church,  will  be  guest  preacher  for  the  Houston 
Preaching  Mission  at  Central  Church,  Concord, 
Nov.  5-8.  Services  will  be  at  11  a.m.  and  7:30 
p.m.  on  Sunday,  and  7:30  p.m.  Monday  through 
Wednesday.  Dr.  Bailey  will  be  preaching  in  revival 
services  at  Chestnut  Street  Church,  Lumberton 
Oct.  22-25. 


STAINED  GLASS  WINDOWS 

DIRECT  ARTIST  TO  CUSTOMER  TRANSACTIONS 


SKETCHES  &  BUDGET  PRICES  ON  REQUEST 
ALL  STYLES  LEADED  GLASS  —  FACETED  GLASS 
EXPERIENCED  SINCE  1946 


GENTRY    STAINED    GLASS  STUDIOS 

P.O.  BOX  4022      WINSTON-SALEM.  N  C 
PHONE  969-5000 


Quality  Church  Windows 


HIGH  POINT 
GLASS  Cr  DECORATIVE  CO. 

A.  W.  Klemme,  Pres.  &  Mgr. 
Box  101  High  Point,  N.  C. 

Fiberglass  Baptistries  &  Spires 


FIBERGLASS 

STEEPLES 

»  STAINED  FIBERGLASS  WINDOWS 
•  CROSSES 
•  LIGHTED  SIGNS 

Write  for  free 
color  brochure. 


QiUlflaU  Specialties 


A/C2I4   657-6524    P.O.  Box  931    Henderson,  Tex.  75652 


October  19,  1972  31 


CHARACTER-THE  GOLDEN  SEASON 
by  William  D.  Blake 


Of  all  the  seasons  in  the  year. 

I  love  the  autumn  best. 
It  hasn't  the  pride  of  summertime 

Nor  spring's  young  innocence. 
Its  leaves  are  tinged  with  sorrow, 

But  not  with  cold  regret; 
It  knows  life's  limitations 

And  with  life  it  is  content 

Of  all  the  folks  within  the  church, 

I  love  our  elders  best. 
They  haven't  the  pride  of  newlyweds 

Nor  youth's  naive  unrest. 
Their  lives  are  touched  with  sorrow, 

But  not  with  cold  regret; 
They  know  life's  limitations 

And  with  life  they  are  content. 


Mr.  Blake  is  director  of  Christian  Education  at  First  UM  Church,  Lincolnton. 
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OUR  COVER  PHOTOGRAPH 

Some  of  the  thousands  of  motorists  who  have 
been  traveling  to  the  western  part  of  the  state  to 
view  the  lovely  fall  foliage  may  have  come  upon  a 
scene  like  the  one  on  our  cover.  (Photo  by  Ray 
Tysor  of  Greensboro.) 

SCHOLARSHIP  FUND 
STARTED  AT  HPC 

A  Rik  Highbaugh  Memorial  Scholarship 
Fund  has  been  established  to  provide  a 
scholarship  for  a  worthy  piano  student 
while  attending  High  Point  College. 

The  scholarship  was  established  by  the 
family  and  friends  in  memory  of  the  17- 
year-old  youth  who  died  Aug.  6  in  an 
accident  while  mountain  climbing  at  Pilot 
Mountain. 

The  son  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  William  High- 
baugh, he  was  recently  awarded  the  Pader- 
ewski  Medal  by  the  National  Piano  Guild 
for  winning  ten  consecutive  superior  rat- 
ings in  ten  years  of  national  competition. 
His  father  is  assistant  professor  of  music  at 
High  Point  College. 
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BACHELOR  OF  ARTS  looking  for  position  as 
choir  director  or  combination  choir  director/ 
organist.  Call  (919)  646-0711  after  6  p.m.  or 
write  Box  191,  Lake  Waccamaw,  N.C.  28450. 
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This  is  the  month  of  Thanksgiving.  The  harvests  are  gathered  and  our 
thoughts  turn  to  God  in  gratitude  for  His  many  blessings.  Everyone  can  find 
reasons  for  being  thankful.  There  was  an  Irish  maid  who  once  remarked, 
"Even  though  I  have  only  two  teeth  in  my  mouth,  I  thank  God  they  are 
opposite  each  other." 

Since  coming  to  North  Carolina  I  have  found  some  unique  reasons  for 
being  thankful  in  1972.  Let  me  list  a  few: 

(1)  I  am  grateful  for  the  rich  heritage  of  Methodism  here.  On  September 
28  I  attended  the  commemoration  of  Joseph  Pilmore's  first  sermon  two 
hundred  years  ago  in  North  Carolina,  marking  the  offical  beginning  of 
Methodism  here.  In  the  two  hundred  years  since,  a  Methodist  witness  has 
been  made  that  has  vastly  affected  the  life  of  our  great  state. 

(2)  I  am  grateful  for  the  more  than  600  ministers  who  serve  the  churches 
and  special  assignments  within  our  Conference.  They  are  an  able  and  noble 
force  among  us! 

(3)  I  am  grateful  for  the  devoted  lay  persons  who  comprise  the 
membership-220,000  of  them!  What  a  mighty  army  they  are!  I've  already 
met  so  many  and  I  like  what  I  see! 

(4)  I  am  grateful  for  the  "outreach"  of  this  Conference-through 
missions,  children's  homes,  colleges,  retirement  homes,  camps.  Incidentally, 
as  of  September  26  our  giving  to  Advance  Mission  Specials  is  up  more  than 
400%-from  $7,231  to  $33,801 ! 

(5)  I  am  grateful  for  the  evangelistic  fervor  being  generated  through  our 
Key  73  program.  We  have  some  great  things  to  do  for  our  Lord  in  this 
program. 

In  closing,  I  say  with  St.  Paul,  "I  thank  God  upon  every  remembrance  of 
you." 


Bishop  Robert  M.  Blackburn 
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One  Man's  Witness 

by  Bob  Dennis 


When  I  moved  from  Mt.  Mitchell  United 
Methodist  Church  in  Kannapolis  to 
Spencer  Memorial  United  Methodist 
Church  in  Charlotte  in  June  of  1970, 1  was 
a  defeated,  downcast,  unhappy,  miserable 
creature. 

I  felt  the  Cabinet  had  done  me  terribly 
wrong  in  my  appointment.  I  did  not  expect 
to  go  to  one  of  the  larger  churches  of  our 
Conference,  but  the  situation  I  was  moving 
to  was  not  what  I  expected.  My  pride  was 
hurt.  While  some  others  in  my  salary 
bracket  and  near  my  age  and  years  of  ser- 
vice range  were  receiving  salary  increases  of 
$500,  $1,000,  $1,500  or  more,  I  was  to 
move  without  any  salary  increase  and  with- 
out some  of  the  utility  benefits  that  were 
being  taken  care  of  where  I  had  been  pas- 
tor for  four  years.  It  was  going  to  cost  me 
financially  to  move,  and  it  came  at  a  time 
when  I  needed  a  financial  boost.  Also,  after 
moving,  I  discovered  that  a  matter  the  Dis- 
trict Superintendent  had  discussed  with  me 
as  a  possibility  of  increasing  the  salary  did 
not  materialize. 

Please  note  the  use  of  the  word  "I"  that 
is  involved  here  and  is  so  prominent. 
Notice  that  self  was  paramount  and  in  the 
way.  My  eyes  were  on  a  Bishop's  Cabinet 
and  Conference  standing  and  prestige  and 
position  and  not  enough  on  The  Source. 
Salary  was  more  important  than  what  I 
might  give  in  service.  Now,  salary  is  im- 
portant. It  is  important  from  the  stand- 
point that  it  costs  money  to  pay  bills  and 
to  get  along  in  today's  economy.  It  is  also 
important  from  the  standpoint  that  the 
appointments  of  our  Conference  are  based 
very  much  on  salary.  Personally,  I  now 
think  that  this  is  not  good,  and  I  am  for 
some  kind  of  a  salary  scale  that  would 
create  a  greater  sense  of  fairness  and  hope- 
fully would  replace  the  political  system  or 
whatever  it  is  that  we  now  have  with  a 
greater  sense  of  brotherhood.  Yes,  income 
is  important,  but  salary  was  too  great  a 
concern  to  me  back  in  June,  1970. 

The  People  Deserved  Better 

The  people  in  Charlotte  did  not  deserve 
to  have  someone  come  to  them  with  the 
defeated,  disappointed,  wretched  inner 
attitude  that  I  brought  to  them  to  start  my 


work  among  them.  I  was  miserable,  and 
some  of  them  knew  it  because  it  showed. 
My  wife  and  family  knew  it.  I  grieved, 
rebelled,  felt  sorry  for  myself,  sinned, 
despised  the  appointive  system  of  our  Con- 
ference, and  wore  the  marks  of  defeat  in- 
stead of  the  countenance  of  victory. 

The  only  thing  that  kept  me  from  hat- 
ing the  District  Superintendents  and  the 
Bishop  was  the  grace  of  God.  The  only 
thing  that  kept  me  from  lambasting  the 
whole  set  up  loud  and  clear  was  the  grace 
of  God.  I  must  confess  that  I  was  very  criti- 
cal. I  was  on  the  verge  of  becoming  a  very 
bitter  person,  but  God  doesn't  need  a  bit- 
ter man,  He  needs  a  better  man. 

So,  I  withdrew,  or  tried  to.  I  decided 
that  I  would  just  wash  my  hands  of  the 
appointive  system.  I  considered  leaving  the 
United  Methodist  Church.  I  thought  of 
other  denominations  and  even  checked  on 
some  possibilities  in  some  of  them.  Finan- 
cial debts  kept  me  from  trying  something 
outside  the  organized  church.  To  miss  a 
single  pay  check  would  have  been  a  stagger- 
ing blow  from  which  I  felt  I  could  never 
recover.  I  had  not  the  backing  to  go  out  in 
a  venture  on  my  own  nor  what  it  took  in- 
side to  make  it  if  I  could  get  there.  So  here 
I  was  —  miserable  —  and  needing  something 
I  did  not  have. 

What  help  I  received  from  prayer  about 
my  condition  was  only  temporary.  It  was 
in  this  dark  night  of  my  soul  that  I  heard 
Dr.  Derek  Prince  was  going  to  speak  at 
Myers  Park  United  Methodist  Church.  I 
didn't  know  who  Dr.  Prince  was  but  had  an 
idea  he  might  be  worth  hearing,  so  I  went 
and  got  the  surprise  of  my  life.  There  in 
Myers  Park  Church  this  handsome,  brilliant 
scholar  told  how  God  through  Christ  had 
transformed  his  life.  Then  he  told  how 
later  he  was  baptized  in  the  Holy  Spirit.  He 
even  stated  that  he  praised  God  and  spoke 
in  other  tongues. 

The  service  came  to  a  close  that  night, 
and  all  who  had  spiritual  needs  and  espe- 
cially those  who  wanted  to  be  baptized  in 
the  Holy  Spirit  were  invited  to  remain.  I 
stayed  but  just  out  of  curiosity.  I  had  my 
hang-ups  on  this  thing.  I  had  my  fears  and 
my  doubts  about  this  tongues  bit,  and  also 
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my  arguments  against  such  an  experience.  I 
rebelled.  While  I  was  sitting  there,  a  kind, 
elderly  Episcopalian  priest  asked  me  if  I 
was  seeking  the  Holy  Spirit.  I  said,  "No." 

He  indicated  a  desire  to  just  pray  for 
me.  I  said,  "O.K."  He  put  his  hands  on  my 
head  and  prayed  that  I  would  receive  as 
much  of  God  as  I  could.  As  he  prayed  his 
simple  prayer,  I  felt  an  indescribable  sense 
of  power. 

As  I  left  the  sanctuary  with  Brother 
Preston  Hughes,  I  was  rationalizing,  ex- 
pressing my  arguments,  trying  to  quote 
some  authorities  against  these  charismatic 
gifts,  and  continued  to  shut  myself  off 
from  what  God  had  for  me.  If  anyone 
needed  purity,  power,  love  and  victory,  it 
was  I.  Well,  I  brushed  this  aside  as  best  I 
could  and  went  to  bed. 

Sometime  before  day,  I  was  awakened 
with  familiar  scripture  verses,  psalms,  and 
expressions  of  praise  racing  through  my 
mind.  What  energy!  I  got  up  and  walked 
through  the  parsonage  awhile.  Then  I  went 
back  to  bed. 

The  Inner  Struggle  Continues 

When  the  family  left  for  school  that 
morning,  I  got  down  on  my  knees  at  the 
side  of  the  bed  and  opened  my  life  to  God. 
Now,  I  had  joined  the  church  when  I  was  a 
boy.  I  have  believed  in  Jesus  through  the 
years.  As  a  teen-ager,  I  had  accepted  Jesus 
Christ  as  my  personal  Saviour  as  best  I 
knew  how.  I  had  tried  to  trust  in  Him 
through  the  years,  and  in  the  ministry  I 
had  tried  to  preach  Christ.  Through  the 
years  there  had  been  spiritual  ups  and 
downs.  There  had  been  times  of  rebellion, 
hypocrisy,  sin,  shame,  selfishness,  which 
were  not  like  Christ.  I  had  even  tried  to 
make  complete  surrenders  of  myself  to 
God,  and  I  realize  at  times  God  helped  me 
!in  my  life.  But  so  much  of  the  time,  I  was 
saying  "No"  when  He  was  saying  "Yes,"  or 
iHe  was  saying  "Yes"  when  I  was  saying 
"No." 

That  morning  beside  the  bed  I  just 
opened  up  to  God,  and  checked  my  rela- 
itionship  with  Jesus  as  personal  Saviour, 
land  I  confessed,  repented,  emptied  myself, 
[surrendered  and  gave  in  until  I  said  YES  to 
^the  Holy  Spirit.  I  felt  an  inner  cleansing 
and  a  sense  of  release,  joy,  love  and  peace. 
A  power  came  into  my  heart  and  life.  The 
Holy  Ghost  had  come.  At  that  moment 
whatever  God  had  for  me  I  wanted. 


Something  said  that  I  needed  to  be 
away  from  people  that  morning,  so  I  got  in 
my  car  and  started  driving.  Somewhere  on 
the  road  between  Charlotte  and  Newton,  I 
starting  praising  God  and  praying  and  sing- 
ing in  a  language  I  did  not  know.  There  was 
no  emotional  frenzy;  nothing  worked  up. 
No  teacher  of  this  world  taught  me  what  to 
say.  It  was  a  gift  -  a  manifestation  of  the 
Holy  Spirit.  It  just  flowed  and  was  beau- 
tiful and  wonderful.  I  felt  love,  inner 
joy,  power  and  His  presence. 

I  used  this  prayer  language  in  private. 
That's  what  it's  for  anyway  -  praise,  com- 
munication with  God,  personal  edification, 
and  for  greater  power  to  share  the  good 
news  of  Christ.  I  do  not  look  upon  it  as  a 
short-cut  to  spiritual  growth,  and  by  no 
means  does  it  replace  sincere,  earnest 
prayer  in  English. 

A  Stifled  Witness 

After  this  experience,  I  felt  more  in- 
clined to  talk  to  people  about  Jesus.  I 
could  tell  a  marked  difference  in  my  atti- 
tudes, but  I  made  a  grave  mistake.  I  kept 
this  experience  to  myself.  I  was  afraid 
there  would  be  a  stigma  and  rejection  if 
others  found  out.  I  was  afraid  to  tell  the 
congregation.  What  would  the  Bishop 
think?  I  would  really  be  tied  down  now  as 
far  as  appointments  are  concerned,  so  I 
covered  up  this  marvelous  experience  of 
the  baptism  in  the  Holy  Spirit.  I  was  sort 
of  ashamed  of  what  the  Spirit  had  done  in 
my  life  and  was  ashamed  to  witness  to  the 
manifestation  He  had  given.  I  grieved  Him 
and  dishonored  Him.  He  drew  away.  I  dis- 
obeyed and  failed. 

I  had  requested  a  move  at  Annual  Con- 
ference 1971.  As  Conference  time 
approached,  I  was  eventually  told  that  I 
could  either  return  to  Charlotte  or  move  to 
First  United  Methodist  Church  in  Landis. 
Earlier  in  my  ministry,  I  would  not  have 
faced  up  to  this  at  all.  It  meant  if  I  went  to 
Landis,  I  would  be  preaching  to  the  least 
number  of  people  I  had  in  my  entire  min- 
istry. I  heard  they  had  less  than  one  hun- 
dred people  attending  worship  at  Landis, 
and  it  seemed  that  this  was  going  back- 
wards for  me.  But  God  helped  me  to  make 
the  decision  to  go,  and  He  helped  me  to 
have  the  attitude  that  maybe  He  could  use 
me;  and  although  the  statistics  were  not 

(Continued  on  page  28) 
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EDITORIAL 


THERE 

WILL 

ALWAYS 

BE 

ABSTAINERS 


"There  will  always  be  social  drinking." 
This  is  the  verdict  of  millions.  Some  say  it 
with  a  soft  sigh  of  regret.  Some  with  resign- 
ation. Others  declare  it  triumphantly,  glee- 
fully, even  maliciously.  Still  others  make 
the  declaration  as  a  matter  of  fact,  facing 
up  to  reality. 

We  agree  with  the  assertion.  As  long  as 
the  world  is  as  it  is,  until  people  in  general 
become  something  radically  different  from 
what  they  are  and  have  been,  liquor  will 
find  its  users. 

But  there  is  another  side  to  the  coin, 
another  view.  It  is  this:  There  will  always 
be  abstainers.  There  will  always  be  people 
whose  sensibilities  will  not  permit  them  to 
become  involved  in  a  practice  which  has 
destroyed  so  many  people  for  so  long  a 
time.  For  them  the  tinkling  of  the  cocktail 
glasses  offers  no  sweet  melody.  They  hear 
instead  the  awful  sound  of  shattered  glass 
and  the  grinding  sound  of  automobiles  in 
collision. 

Such  souls  cannot  bask  with  easy  con- 
science in  the  warm  circle  of  the  brother- 
nood  of  the  bottle.  They  cannot  be  easy  in 
that  "happy"  circle  because  they  remem- 
ber the  faces  of  friends  and  family  who 
once  were  there  but  who  now  are  in  some 
outer  darkness  of  alcoholism,  exiled  to 
loneliness,  sentenced  to  an  indeterminate 
confinement  in  the  oppressive  halls  of  des- 
pair and  defeat. 

There  will  always  be  total  abstainers 
because  there  will  always  be  people  who 


remember  a  childhood  spent  in  the  shadow 
of  a  drinking  parent,  of  a  heavenly  home 
turned  into  a  hell,  of  grinding  proverty  re- 
sulting from  months  and  years  of  misspent 
pay  checks. 

Beverage  alcohol  in  the  context  of  a 
cultured  and  sophisticated  society  claims 
its  millions  of  users.  Men  use  it  to  smooth 
relationships,  to  take  the  rough  edge  off  of 
inhibitive  self-consciousness;  sometimes  to 
permit  themselves  to  indulge  in  actions 
which  their  better  judgments  would  not 
allow.  Men  begin  by  using  alcohol.  So 
often  they  end  up  by  being  used  by  alco- 
hol. Some  men  drink  to  master  circum- 
stances only  to  find  alcohol  the  master  and 
they  the  slave. 

As  long  as  there  are  people  who  weep 
over  the  hurts  of  their  fellow  men,  who  are 
deeply  touched  over  the  brokenness  of 
humanity,  there  will  be  total  abstainers. 
There  will  always  be  a  corps  of  truly  sen- 
sitive people  who  cannot  remain  unmoved 
in  the  face  of  a  practice  which,  next  to 
war,  is  the  greatest  single  scourge  of  man- 
kind. 

All  of  the  glittering  advertisements,  all 
of  the  massive  social  pressures,  all  of  the 
personal  temptations  to  let  down  and  join 
the  crowd  will  not  prevail  over  the  deeply 
felt  convictions  of  an  unnumbered  host  of 
dedicated  disciples  of  Christ.  They  hear  the 
cries  of  the  hungry  and  are  moved.  They 
react  to  the  plight  of  the  sick.  They  have 
sworn  an  eternal  enmity  to  war  and  to 
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every  force  and  practice  which  degrades 
humanity  and  destroys  people. 

They  have  likewise  taken  their  stand 
against  alcohol  as  a  drink.  Not  as  killjoys 
who  don't  know  how  to  have  a  good  time 
and  don't  want  others  to  either;  not  as 
pious  zealots  who  look  upon  themselves  as 
holier  than  others.  But  as  men  and  women 
who  have  looked  with  open-eyed  horror  at 
what  liquor  has  done  and  is  doing  to  a 
countless  host  of  fellow  humans.  Having 
seen  they  cannot  forget,  nor  can  they  re- 
main tolerant  of  such  an  enemy  of  men. 

Yes,  there  will  always  be  social  drink- 
ing. But  always  there  will  be  the  total 
abstainers.  There  will  always  be  churches 
like  the  United  Methodist  which  continues 
to  lift  its  composite  voice  against  this  prac- 
tice which  creates  so  much  tragedy  and 
suffering. 

It  is  ardently  to  be  hoped  that  Meth- 
odist people  who  stand  firmly  against 
liquor  will  always  make  that  fine  and 
necessary  distinction  between  opposition 
to  the  practice  and  opposition  to  the  peo- 
ple involved.  The  practice  we  must  con- 
demn; the  people  we  must  love.  While  turn- 
ing down  liquor,  we  must  not  turn  off  the 
people  who  are  involved  in  the  use  of 
liquor.  Alcoholics  need  a  total  ministry  of 
concern  which  involves  medical  services, 
psychiatric  therapy,  and  the  grace  of  God 
mediated  through  people  of  loving  con- 
cern. The  United  Methodist  Church  needs 
to  involve  itself  in  such  a  ministry  and  to 
support  it  in  every  useful  way.  But  the 
United  Methodist  Church  would  make  a 
grave  mistake  if  it  ever  turned  soft  on 
drinking;  if  it  openly  sought  to  condone 
some  drinking  as  innocent  and  wholesome 
and  to  condemn  other  drinking  as  vicious 
and  evil.  The  line  of  distinction  between 
the  two  becomes  indiscernible  and  really 
non-existent.  To  use  an  old  figure  of 
speech,  we  of  the  United  Methodist  Church 
may  not  be  able  to  keep  the  birds  from 
flying  over  our  heads,  but  we  can  keep 
them  from  nesting  in  our  hair. 

We  acknowledge  that  there  are  many 
within  the  United  Methodist  Church  who, 
on  this  issue,  are  moving  along  with  the 


pendulum  as  it  swings  far  out  into  the  area 
of  soft  permissiveness.  We  don't  doubt  the 
popularity  of  this  position.  Nor  would  we 
impugn  the  sincerity  of  many  who  hold  it, 
knowing  the  human  propensity  for  ration- 
alization. But  we  cannot  imagine  that  a 
God  who  loves  people  could  love  liquor, 
this  great  destroyer  of  people  and  disrupter 
of  society. 

In  this  year  of  1972,  the  times  and 
circumstances  should  require  that  all  of  us 
take  a  new  look  at  this  country's  pattern  of 
social  drinking.  All  of  us  are  deeply  con- 
cerned about  the  widespread  use  of  mari- 
juana and  other  drugs,  especially  among 
our  youth.  We  ought  to  be  equally  con- 
cerned that  many  of  our  youth  equate 
their  elders'  use  of  alcohol  as  being  no  dif- 
ferent from  their  use  of  other  drugs.  For, 
after  all,  alcohol  is  a  narcotic  drug-and  the 
kingpin  of  all  drugs  when  it  comes  to 
human  destructiveness.  How  can  we 
demand  of  others  that  they  abstain  from 
the  use  of  their  narcotic  drugs  and  at  the 
same  time  smugly  go  on  using  our  narcotic 
drug? 

We  personally  doubt  that  a  generation 
of  social  drinkers  will  make  much  impact 
upon  the  users  of  pot  and  grass  until  they 
begin  to  really  face  up  to  what  liquor  has 
done  and  is  doing  to  literally  millions  of 
persons,  and  to  our  society. 

Yes,  always  there  will  be  the  total  ab- 
stainers. This  editor  gladly  numbers  himself 
among  this  company.  Not  with  any  idea 
that  this  makes  him  better  than  anyone 
else.  Not  that  his  stance  on  this  is  any  more 
important  than  other  positions  he  may 
affirm  as  a  disciple  of  Christ. 

As  for  our  friends  and  brethren  who 
have  chosen  another  way,  we  wish  for 
them  only  good:  good  health  and  a  long 
life;  a  home  where  peace  and  harmony 
reign,  and  where  children  flourish;  a  good 
steady  job  and  happiness  in  the  midst  of 
fruitful  pursuits;  a  close  walk  with  God 
along  pathways  that  lead  into  an  ever  larger 
and  more  useful  life.  We  believe  that  the 
attainment  of  these  graces  and  blessings 
should  come  ahead  of  all  else— even  alco- 
hol. 
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Police  Chief,  Yippie  Praise  Church 


Police  Chief  Rocky  Pomerance  of  Oct.  4.  Watching  him  are  other  members  of 

Miami  Beach  makes  a  point  in  discussion  of  the  panel,  Dr.  James  Laue  of  St.  Louis,  Mo. 

'Politics,  Protest,  and  the  Church" at  the  Moderator,  and  Jeff  Nighbyrd  of  New 

UM  Board  of  Church  and  Society  meeting  York,  Yippie  spokesman.  (UMI Photo) 


WASHINGTON,  D.C.  (UMI)-Many 
images— of  police,  Yippies  and  others— had 
to  be  revised  during  a  panel  on  "Politics, 
Protest  and  the  Church,"  presented  to 
United  Methodist  leaders  here. 

Police  Chief  Rocky  Pomerance  of 
Miami  Beach  and  Yippie  spokesman  Jeff 
Nighbyrd  sat  side-by-side  and  even  said 
nice  things  about  each  other.  The  entire 
panel  had  words  of  praise  for  the  involve- 
ment of  the  church  in  last  summer's  poli- 
tical conventions  at  Miami  Beach. 

The  program  was  part  of  the  meeting  of 
the  church's  Board  of  Church  and  Society, 
Oct.  3-6.  It  recalled  the  board's  support  for 
Miami  Beach  churchmen's  efforts  to  main- 
tain tranquillity  in  the  community  and  to 
protect  the  rights  of  delegates,  residents 
and  dissenters  during  the  conventions.  The 
board  had  assigned  one  of  its  staff,  the 
Rev.  John  P.  Adams,  to  the  task  for  several 
weeks,  and  he  and  other  aides  were  lauded 
for  integrity  and  tireless  efforts. 

If  it  had  not  been  for  the  "extremely 
useful"  involvement  of  churches  and  syna- 
gogues and  the  "unique  skills"  of  Mr. 
Adams,  the  chief  said  he  might  have  had  to 


face  a  congressional  committee  grilling 
rather  than  a  dinner  audience. 

Voicing  hope  that  "this  type  of  involve- 
ment can  be  continued"  because  "the  fu- 
ture of  this  country  requires  it"\Pomerance 
asserted  that  "you  (the  church)  have  the 
working  apparatus  in  every  hamlet  in  this 
country  to  intervene  in  crises  before  it's 
too  late." 

As  a  spokesman  for  the  Youth  Interna- 
tional Party  young  Nightbryd  stressed  that 
they  shared  the  police  concern  for  vio- 
lence-"we  didn't  want  to  destroy  society 
or  tear  it  apart,  but  we  had  to  change  it." 

He  described  changes  in  the  Yippies' 
attitude  after  arrival  at  Miami  Beach,  when 
they  realized  the  senior  citizens  were 
afraid.  They  also  began  to  see  police  in  a 
new  role  as  "essentially  social  garbage  col- 
lectors," picking  up  the  messes  made  by 
politicians,  not  as  "pigs"  but  "most  of 
them  as  pretty  decent  guys  though  with 
different  values." 

Nighbyrd  expressed  disagreement  with 
the  church  particularly  in  its  failure  to  act 
to  end  the  Vietnam  War  and  to  act  against 
divisive  technology.  But  he  too  asserted 
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that  "It's  up  to  people  like  you,  with  spiri- 
tual concerns,  to  get  out  and  do  something 
about  it"  because  "time  is  running  out." 

The  Rev.  J.  Loyd  Knox,  a  member  of 
the  board  and  associate  program  director 
for  Florida  Annual  Conference,  told  how 
Religious  and  Community  Leaders  Con- 
cerned (RCLC)  had  ministered  to  dele- 
gates, police  and  dissenters.  The  most 
important  development,  Knox  stressed, 
was  that  "the  church  was  ahead  of  the 
game,  not  just  responding."  (The  United 
Methodists,  he  said,  provided  about 
$12,000  of  the  $45,000  on  which  RCLC 
operated.) 

An  outstanding  service  award  was  pre- 
sented by  Knox  to  Adams,  whose  position 
on  the  Board's  staff  is  as  director  of  the 
department  of  law  justice  and  community 
relations. 

World  Service 

Giving 
Shows  Increase 

EVANSTON,  111.— A  2  per  cent  gain  in 
giving  to  the  basic  United  Methodist  pro- 
gram fund  and  more  than  $2  million  in  two 
special  relief  appeals  highlight  the  third- 
quarter  financial  report  for  the  denomi- 
nation. 

According  to  figures  released  here  Oct. 
1 1  by  R.  Bryan  Brawner,  general  treasurer 
of  the  UM  Church,  support  for  the  basic 
World  Service  fund  totaled  $12,135,799 
for  the  nine  months  ending  Sept.  30,  an 
increase  of  2.01  per  cent  from  a  year  ago. 

The  special  appeals  were  for  Bangladesh 
and  flood  relief  in  the  U.S.  For  the  first 
nine  months  of  the  year,  a  total  of 
$1,416,353  has  been  received  for  the 
Bangladesh  Fund,  and  $754,  028  for  flood 
rehabilitation. 

In  the  report  as  a  whole  for  regular 
ongoing  funds  in  the  first  three  quarters  of 
1972  four  funds  showed  increases  above  a 
year  ago  and  12  reported  decreases  ranging 
from  3  to  27  per  cent. 


Besides  World  Service,  those  funds 
showing  increases  were  National  Missions 
Advance  Specials,  up  4.51  per  cent;  Race 
Relations,  up  3.72  per  cent,  and  Episcopal 
Fund,  up  2.23  per  cent.  World  Service 
Specials  were  down  27.10  per  cent;  Fund 
for  Reconciliation,  down  27.28  per  cent, 
and  Youth  Service  Fund,  down  19.65  per 
cent. 

Planning  Started  for 
76  Generoi  Conference 

PORTLAND,  Ore. -The  two  commis- 
sions most  responsible  for  the  conduct  of 
the  United  Methodist  Church's  top  legis- 
lative assembly  will  work  together  between 
now  and  the  1976  session  at  efforts  to 
streamline  procedures  of  the  body. 

Meeting  here  Oct.  9-10,  the  Commission 
on  the  General  Conference  (formerly 
known  as  the  Commission  on  Enter- 
tainment and  Program)  voted  unanimously 
to  name  a  committee  to  meet  with  similar 
group  from  the  Committee  on  Plan  of 
Organization  and  Rules  of  Order  to  study 
ways  in  which  the  quadrennial  sessions  can 
be  made  more  efficient. 

In  other  business  here,  the  Commission 
began  preliminary  planning  for  the  sessions 
which  will  be  held  in  the  Portland  Mem- 
orial Coliseum  April  25-May  8,  1976. 

A  major  resource  in  the  study  is  a  ques- 
tionnaire returned  by  more  than  90  per 
cent  of  the  1,000  delegates  to  the  1972 
General  Conference  in  Atlanta,  Ga.  Sug- 
gestions for  improvements  in  operations  for 
the  conference  are  being  tabulated  and 
evaluated  for  possible  incorporation  into 
recommendations  for  changes  in  rules  and 
procedures. 

The  commission  also  was  told  that  the 
election  of  the  Rev.  J.  B.  Holt,  Dallas, 
Texas,  as  secretary  of  the  General  Confer- 
ence will  become  effective  Jan.  1,  1973. 
Dr.  Holt,  on  the  faculty  of  Southern  Meth- 
odist University's  Perkins  School  of  Theo- 
logy, succeeds  J.  Wesley  Hole,  San  Clem- 
ente,  Calif. 
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Council  of  Bishops 
Plans 
Open  Session 

CLEVELAND,  Ohio  (UMI)-Bishops  of 
the  United  Methodist  Church,  meeting  here 
Sept.  22-25,  welcomed  a  score  of  new 
episcopal  leaders,  and  voted  to  arrange  for 
an  open  session  in  connection  with  their 
next  regular  meeting. 

Bishop  O.  Eugene  Slater  of  San  Anto- 
nio, Texas,  presided  as  president  of  the 
Council  of  Bishops,  attended  by  78  epis- 
copal leaders  from  various  parts  of  the 
world. 

Included  among  bishops  in  attendance 
were  20  "freshmen"  bishops- 19  elected  at 
the  Jurisdictional  Conference  in  the  United 
States  in  July  and  the  church's  youngest 
and  newest  episcopal  leader,  36-year-old 
Bishop  Fama  (Joseph)  Onema  of  Zaire 
(formerly  the  Congo). 

In  departure  from  tradition,  the  council 
voted  to  have  its  executive  committee 
arrange  an  open  session  at  its  next  regular 
meeting.  The  executive  committee  is  to 
determine  the  agenda  for  such  a  session 
and  the  individuals  or  groups  to  which  it  is 
to  be  opened. 

Next  meeting  of  the  council  is  set  for 
Washington,  D.  C,  April  24-26,  1973, 
followed  by  a  two-day  seminar  on  the 
Bishop's  Call  for  Peace  and  the  Self- 
Development  of  People. 

Looking  ahead  to  the  1976  meeting  of 
the  five  jurisdictional  conferences  in  the 
United  States,  the  council  voted  to  set  the 
opening  day  for  these  simultaneous  re- 
gional meetings  for  July  13. 

Named  to  a  Board  of  Arbitration  to 
work  with  conferences  involved  in  mergers 
were  the  presidents  of  the  Jurisdictional 
Colleges  of  Bishops,  with  Bishop  W. 
McFerrin  Stowe  of  Dallas,  Tex.,  as  chair- 
man, and  Bishop  W.  Ralph  Ward  of  New 
York  as  secretary.  Others  on  the  Board  are: 
Bishop  R.  Marvin  Stuart,  San  Francisco, 
Bishop  Lance  Webb,  Springfield,  111.  and 
Bishop  H.  Ellis  Finger,  Jr.,  Nashville,  Tenn. 

The  Council  appealed  to  the  Rhodesian 
government  to  lift  the  travel  restrictions  on 
their  colleague,  Bishop  Abel  T.  Muzorewa 
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of  Rhodesia. 

Sent  to  Prime  Minister  Ian  Smith,  the 
letter  urged  the  Rhodesian  government  to 
restore  the  international  travel  documents 
of  Bishop  Muzorewa  which  that  govern- 
ment revoked  in  early  September  as  he  was 
preparing  to  leave  for  London  and  Amer- 
ica. 

Various 
UM  Groups 
Elect  Officers 

COMMISSION  ON  RELIGION  AND  RACE 
The  most  ethnically  diverse  board  in  the 
nation's  most  ethnically  pluralistic  church 
elected,  as  president  one  of  its  "minority" 
members-a  white  middle-aged  minister. 
The  organizational  meeting  was  held  in 
Cincinnati,  Ohio,  Sept.  28-29. 

Bishop  D.  Frederick  Wertz  of  West 
Virginia  will  head  the  Commission  on 
Religion  and  Race  for  the  next  four  years. 
Others  officers  are  Bishop  James  S. 
Thomas  of  Iowa,  Vice-president  and  chair- 
man of  the  Funding  Committee,  and  the 
Rev.  Hector  Navas,  Tampa,  Fla.,  secretary. 

Whites,  ordinarily  a  large  majority  on 
boards,  total  only  ten  of  the  44-member 
commission.  There  are  16  black  persons, 
seven  Asian-Americans,  six  Hispanics  and 
five  Indians.  Twenty  members  are  ministers 
and  lay  women  outnumber  lay  men  1 3  to 
11. 

COMMISSION  ON  ARCHIVES 
AND  HISTORY 

The  3 5 -member  United  Methodist 
Commission  on  Archives  and  History 
elected  Bishop  O.  Eugene  Slater,  San  An- 
tonio, Texas,  as  chairman  during  its  annual 
meeting  in  Nashville  Oct.  3-5.  Others 
elected  to  serve  during  the  1973-76  quad- 
rennium  were  vice  chairwoman,  Miss  Car- 
roll Hart,  Atlanta,  Ga.,  and  recording  sec- 
retary, Dr.  Joseph  Evers,  Eldorado,  111. 

Dr.  John  Ness,  Jr.,  is  executive  secretary 
and  Mrs.  Louise  Queen  is  administrative 
and  editorial  assistant  of  the  Commission 
which  has  offices  at  Lake  Junaluska. 

Among  other  actions,  the  commission 
asked  a  committee  to  continue  study  ot 
possible  locations  for  the  Commission's 


offices  and  archives.  Last  year  the  former 
members  of  the  Commission  voted  to  move 
to  Nashville  but  that  decision  was  stalled 
because  of  major  church  restructuring  and 
other  financial  considerations. 

CALL  FOR  PEACE 

The  United  Methodists'  new  "Call  for 
Peace  and  Self-Development  of  Peoples" 
will  be  a  coordinating,  not  a  programming, 
effort,  officials  stressed  at  the  organization 
session  in  Cleveland,  Ohio,  Sept.  18. 

Bishop  A.  James  Armstrong  of  Aber- 
deen, S.  D.,  widely  known  as  a  peace 
activist,  was  elected  chairman  of  the 
Coordinating  Committee  authorized  by  last 
April's  General  Conference.  Other  officers 
are  Bishop  Roy  Nichols  of  Pittsburgh,  Pa., 
and  Mrs.  Eugenia  Cooper  of  Monrovia, 
Liberia,  vice  chairpersons;  Dr.  Herman  Will 
of  Washington,  D.  C,  secretary.  The  ex- 
ecutive coordinator,  assigned  earlier  by  the 


Council  of  Bishops,  is  retired  Bishop  John 
Wesley  Lord  of  Washington,  D.  C. 

The  agency's  work,  it  was  agreed,  is  to 
be  considered  a  "process  of  education, 
involving  all  segments  of  the  church  in 
attempting  to  discover  ways  that  will  lead 
to  peace."  Its  efforts  will  be  international, 
not  limited  to  the  U.  S.,  and  will  be  strong 
on  ecumenical  cooperation. 

DEACONESS-HOME  MISSIONARY 
SERVICE  COMMITTEE 

Mrs.  Joyce  Raye  Patterson,  St.  Joseph, 
Mo.,  president  of  the  South  Central  Juris- 
diction Deaconess  Association,  was  elected 
chairwoman  for  the  United  Methodist 
Committee  on  Deaconess-Home  Missionary 
Service  in  Nashville  Oct.  5.  The  Committee 
is  a  unit  of  the  National  Division  of  the 
United  Methodist  Board  of  Global  Minis- 
tries. 


^IHERE  and  THERE^ 


LETTER  FROM  KOREA 
We  have  received  a  copy  of  an  interest- 
ing newsletter  from  Barbara  and  Jack  Theis 
in  Seoul,  Korea.  They  tell  of  more  high-rise 
buildings  in  Seoul,  of  the  country  being  in 
the  grip  of  recession,  of  the  government's 
closing  many  sub-standard  orphanages. 

Jack's  work  is  with  Holt  Children's  Ser- 
vices, which  includes  an  adoption  agency 
and  assistance  to  unwed  mothers.  The  let- 
ter closes  with  these  words  which  we  all 
might  ponder  with  profit:  "In  1956  as 
starry-eyed  young  idealists  we  set  out  for 
the  mission  field  expecting  to  do  great 
things  for  the  Lord.  We  felt  we  could  do  all 
things,  and  we  sort  of  slid  over  the  last  half 
of  that  verse  in  Philippians  4:13,  T  can  do 
all  things  in  him  who  strengthens  me.'  In 
1972  we  return  to  Korea  determined  to 
emphasize  the  Him  of  that  verse,  knowing 
that  the  more  we  trust  Him  and  follow  His 
leading,  the  more  He  will  be  able  to  use  us 
in  His  work  here  in  Korea,  work  that  may 
take  various  and  new  forms  but  whose  un- 
derlying purpose  must  be  to  make  Him  and 
His  glorious  promise  of  salvation  known." 

THAT  IRREPRESSIBLE  BISHOP! 
Bishop  Gerald  Kennedy  has  been  de- 


scribed as  "a  theological  conservative  and  a 
socio-political  liberal".  The  other  day  he 
identified  himself  with  a  Punch  cartoon 
which  depicted  a  white-robed  ecclesiastical 
dignitary  who  was  saying  "I  used  to  be  a 
bishop,  but  now  I'm  just  a  high-ranking 
Jesus  Freak!" 

After  trying  in  1968  to  move  from  his 
position  as  episcopal-head  of  the  Los 
Angeles  area  to  senior  minister  of  the 
2,000  member  First  Methodist  Church  of 
Pasadena,  Calif.,  he  finally  made  it  this 
year.  Having  reached  the  minimum  retire- 
ment age  of  65,  the  laws  of  the  church 
permitted  him  to  give  up  further  official 
episcopal  duties  and  return  to  his  first  love, 
the  pastorate.  Bishop  Kennedy  was  elected 
a  bishop  in  1948. 

MASS  EVANGELISM  NEEDS 
PERSON-TO-PERSON  TOUCH 
"There  is  a  hunger  for  truth  today  as 
never  before  in  history",  said  a  Salvation 
Army  officer  recently  in  Miami.  He  added 
that  the  "person-to-person,  eyeball-to- 
eyeball  manner  of  presenting  Jesus  Christ  is 
the  most  effective  form  of  evangelism  .... 

(Continued  on  page  22) 
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Black  Educator  To  Head  GCOM 


CHICAGO,  111.  (UMI)-A  black  educa- 
tor has  been  elected  to  head  a  top-level 
policy-making  unit  of  the  United  Meth- 
odist Church. 

Dr.  John  T.  King,  president  of  Huston- 
Tillotson  College,  Austin,  Texas,  was 
chosen  president  of  the  denomination's 
General  Council  on  Ministries  (GCOM)  at 
its  organizational  meeting  here  October 
18-19. 

A  major  body  in  the  church's  restruc- 
tured set-up  for  the  new  quadrennium,  the 
GCOM  has  the  responsibility  to  eliminate 
overlapping  and  duplicating  programs, 
review  general  activities  in  their  relation- 
ship to  local  congregations,  and  engage  in 
research  and  planning  for  the  denomina- 
tion. 

Some  120  persons  are  members  of 
GCOM,  with  a  representative  from  each  of 
the  annual  conferences  in  the  United 
States,  designated  delegates  from  overseas 
units,  a  bishop  from  each  jurisdiction,  and 
representatives  from  general  program 
agencies. 

Other  officers  elected  for  the  quadren- 
nium were:  vice-president— the  Rev.  Dr.  R. 
Jervis  Cooke,  Dover,  Del.;  and  recording 
secretary— Mrs.  W.  T.  Roberts,  Nashville, 
Tenn. 

The  Rev.  Dr.  Paul  V.  Church  of  Dayton, 
Ohio,  was  named  general  secretary  for  the 
calendar  year  1973.  Dr.  Church  has  been 
the  chief  executive  of  the  Program  Council. 

The  GCOM  hopes  to  complete  its  staff 
assignments  at  its  next  meeting  in  Atlanta, 
Ga.,  March  15-17.  Meanwhile,  other  elec- 
ted staff  members  of  the  present  Program 
Council's  Division  of  Coordination  Re- 
search and  Planning  were  continued 
through  March,  1973.  They  are  the  Rev. 
Dr.  Gerald  L.  Clapsaddle,  the  Rev.  Dr. 
Virgil  W.  Sexton,  and  the  Rev.  Dr.  Alan  K. 
Waltz,  all  of  Dayton,  Ohio. 

Headquarters  for  the  GCOM  will  be  at 
Dayton,  pending  an  in-depth  study  of  all 
headquarters  of  general  boards  and  agen- 
cies to  be  made  by  a  joint  committee  of 


the  GCOM  and  the  General  Council  on 
Finance  and  Administration. 

In  other  actions,  the  GCOM  elected  15 
members  at  large,  named  the  Advance 
Committee,  picked  ten  of  its  number  to 
serve  on  the  Joint  Committee  on  Com- 
munications, elected  three  general  secre- 
taries nominated  by  their  respective  general 
agencies,  and  transacted  other  business  in 
the  jam-packed  two-day  meeting  that  also 
included  some  orientation  for  their  newly- 
assigned  task  and  the  formation  of  tem- 
porary committees  and  task  forces  to 
operate  until  the  March  meeting. 

Elected  as  one  of  the  fifteen  members 
at  large  was  Thomas  Queen  of  Cherokee, 
N.C. 

A  new  umbrella  organization,  the  Joint 
Committee  on  Communications  (JCC)  will 
be  administratively  related  to  the  GCOM 
and  will  comprise  ten  members  of  that 
body,  together  with  a  like  number  from 
the  General  Council  on  Finance  and 
Administration  and  ten  members  at  large. 
Organization  meeting  for  JCC  was  set  for 
Nashville,  Tenn.,  Nov.  30-Dec.  1. 

The  Rev.  Dr.  Tracey  K.  Jones,  Jr.,  of 
New  York  was  elected  general  secretary  of 
the  Board  of  Global  Ministries  following 
his  nomination  by  that  board.  Likewise, 
the  Rev.  Dr.  A.  Dudley  Ward  of  Washing- 
ton, D.C.,  nominated  for  general  secretary 
of  the  Board  of  Church  and  Society,  was 
elected  to  that  post.  Both  were  confirmed 
for  one-year  terms. 

The  Rev.  Dr.  Myron  F.  Wicke,  Nash- 
ville, Tenn.,  was  elected  interim  general 
secretary  of  the  Board  of  Higher  Education 
and  Ministry  upon  request  from  that 
agency,  pending  his  previously-announced 
plans  for  retirement  and  the  selection  of 
his  successor. 

Bishop  O.  Eugene  Slater  of  San  An- 
tonio, Texas,  president  of  the  Council  of 
Bishops,  convened  the  council  and  presided 
until  the  election  of  new  officers  at  the 
final  session. 

In  his  opening  address  to  the  council, 
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Bishop  Slater  said:  "The  Council  on  Minis- 
tries is  in  reality  something  new  in  the  life 
of  our  church,  and  we  are  called  to  fulfill 
in  obedience  the  commission  Christ  has 
given  us." 

"We  are  living,"  Bishop  Slater  said,  "in 
a  time  when  trust  is  at  a  low  level.  We  are 


called  upon  to  be  men  and  women  of 
trust-having  trust  in  one  another  and  in 
God." 

He  called  upon  the  council  members  to 
be  willing  to  listen  to  one  another  and  to 
the  Holy  Spirit  that  "together  we  may 
move  forward." 


General  Church  Budget  Set  By  CFA 


CHICAGO,  111.  (UMI)-Fiscal  details  _ 
pertaining  to  the  start  of  a  new  quadren- 
nium  by  the  United  Methodist  Church  Jan. 
1,  1973,  were  completed  here  October 
18-20  by  the  denomination's  Council  on 
Finance  and  Administration  (CFA). 

One  of  the  major  tasks  was  to  recast  the 
general  program  and  administrative  budgets 
in  light  of  a  major  re-structuring  of  boards 
and  agencies  approved  by  the  1972  General 
Conference.  Other  agenda  items  included 
setting  up  of  internal  CFA  committees,  the 
naming  of  other  units  that  will  work  with 
the  newly-organized  General  Council  on 
Ministries,  and  the  election  of  ten  members 
to  the  new  Joint  Committee  on  Communi- 
cations. 

The  recasting  of  the  program  budget 
was  done  within  the  basic  $23,500,000  set 
as  the  annual  World  Service  goal  during  the 
1973-76  quadrennium. 

Amounts  now  allocated  from  World 
Service  for  1973  include  $1,250,000  for 
the  Commission  on  Religion  and  Race, 
$600,000  for  the  Board  of  Church  and 
Society,  $2,150,000  for  Discipleship, 
$12,191,000  for  Global  Ministries,  and 
$2,488,000  for  Higher  Education  and 
Ministry.  Under  the  restructure,  some  of 
these  agencies  will  also  receive  funds  pre- 
viously ear-marked  under  General  Adminis- 
tration and/or  Interdenominational 
Cooperation. 

A  committee  made  up  of  equal  numbers 
from  CFA  and  the  General  Council  on 
Ministries  worked  out  the  reallocations  as 
instructed  by  the  General  Conference. 

Commenting  on  the  new  alignment  of 
boards  and  agencies,  R.  Bryan  Brawner, 
general  treasurer  of  the  denomination  and 
General  Secretary  of  the  CFA,  said  that  the 
"next  four  years  will  be  a  time  of  testing... 
whether  or  not  the  church,  through  its 
General  Conference,  really  has  the  power 
to  change  the  general  church  structures,  or 


will  find  out  that  the  general  church  is  in 
reality  the  servant  of  the  bureaucracy  it  has 
created." 

"There  can  be  little  doubt  that  the 
mood  of  the  General  Conference  was  for 
significant  change,"  Dr.  Brawner  added, 
"but  there  remains  the  possibility  that 
bureaucratic  self-interest  could  make  the 
whole  restructuring  effort  an  exercise  in 
futility." 

One  action  that  was  taken  here  provides 
that  any  unencumbered  balance  in  the 
Fund  for  Reconciliation  on  December  31, 
expiration  date  of  the  quadrennial  effort  to 
raise  $20,000,000,  or  any  receipts  for  the 
fund  after  that  time,  would  be  transferred 
to  the  new  Human  Relations  Fund.  This 
latter  emphasis  will  carry  on  some  of  the 
projects  begun  during  the  present  quadren- 
nium under  the  Fund  for  Reconciliation. 

CFA  members  were  told  that  as  of 
September  30,  some  $13,000,000  had  been 
received  in  the  Fund  for  Reconciliation. 
Half  of  these  moneys  have  been  retained 
for  projects  at  the  annual  conference  level 
and  half  have  been  used  at  the  national 
level. 

Addressing  the  council  as  its  president, 
Bishop  F.  Gerald  Ensley,  Columbus,  Ohio, 
said  that  the  42-member  body-half  of 
them  new  this  quadrennium-must  have 
the  motivation  for  giving  in  mind,  as  well 
as  "keeping  the  books  straight."  He  told 
the  group  that  they  have  a  "guardianship" 
of  strong  and  basic  values  in  the  Christian 
faith. 

Speaker  at  a  dinner  session  was  Bishop 
Paul  A.  Washburn,  leader  of  the  Chicago 
Area.  He  also  is  president  of  the  Board  of 
Global  Ministries. 

He  told  the  CFA  members  and  guests 
that  the  Council  of  Bishops,  the  General 
Council  on  Ministries  and  the  Council  on 

(Continued  on  page  22) 
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North  Carolina  Methodists  Observe 
A  Bicentennial 


Among  those  participating  in  the  bicentennial 
were  the  following:  (I.  to  r.)  Dr.  Frederick  E. 
Maser,  Bishop  Herbert  B  Shaw,  Bishop  Robert 
M.  Blackburn,  and  the  Rev.  C.  Franklin  Grill. 


"It  certainly  wasn't  like  this  when 
Joseph  Pilmore  came  to  Currituck  Court- 
house and  preached  from  the  steps  on 
September  28,  1772."  The  person  who 
made  the  remark  knew  whereof  he  was 
speaking.  For  he  had  just  come  through 
driving  rain  along  flooded  highways  to  get 
to  Currituck  for  the  two  hundredth  anni- 
versay  of  Pilmore's  appearance  at  that  spot. 

The  anniversary  observance  was  coor- 
dinated and  largely  sponsored  by  the 
Commission  on  Archives  and  History  of 
the  North  Carolina  Conference  of  which 
the  Rev.  C.  Franklin  Grill  is  chairman. 
Plans  had  been  in  process  for  many 
months.  Dr.  Frederick  E.  Maser,  Executive 

The  band  from  Northeast  High  School  at  Eliza- 
beth City  came,  about  70  strong,  and  livened  the 
lunch  time  break  with  a  masterful  rendition  of 
hymns  and  marches. 
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Secretary  of  the  World  Methodist  Histor- 
ical Society  and  publisher  of  Pilmore's 
Journal,  had  been  engaged  to  make  a  major 
address.  Bishop  Herbert  B.  Shaw  of  the 
A.M.E.  Zion  Church  had  agreed  to  come 
up  from  Wilmington,  N.  C,  to  speak  on 
"Two  Hundred  Years  of  Methodism  in 
North  Carolina."  Others  who  had  accepted 
parts  on  the  program  included  Dr.  Frank 
Baker  of  the  Duke  Divinity  School  faculty 
and  a  world  renowned  authority  on  Meth- 
odism, and  Bishop  Robert  M.  Blackburn, 
episcopal  leader  of  United  Methodism's 
Raleigh  Area.  Still  others  slated  to  appear 
were  Rev.  R.  Norman  Knight  of  Clayton, 
an  official  of  the  conference's  Commission 
on  Archives  and  History;  Dr.  William  K. 
Quick,  conference  historian;  Rev.  G. 
Robert  McKenzie,  Elizabeth  City  District 
Superintendent,  and  S.  Curtis  Gray,  Jr., 
chairman  of  the  Currituck  County  Histor- 
ical Association.  The  chief  architect  of  the 
program,  Rev.  C.  Franklin  Grill,  was  to 
preside.  The  distinguished  band  of  the 
Northeast  High  School  at  Elizabeth  City 
was  to  liven  the  noon  luncheon  period  with 
a  concert. 

All  of  these  persons  showed  up  for  the 
celebration  as  good  and  worthy  successors 
to  the  early  circuit  riders.  Even  the  band 
was  there  with  all  of  its  enthusiasm  and 
paraphernalia.  There  were  about  three 
hundred  others  who  braved  the  adversities 
of  wind  and  rain  to  help  observe  fittingly 
this  anniversary  of  the  first  sermon 
preached  in  North  Carolina  by  a  Methodist 
minister. 

September  28,  1772  was  no  doubt  a 
clear,  warm  day  in  eastern  North  Carolina. 
Pilmore  wrote  concerning  the  day  pre- 
vious: "The  day  was  very  hot."  Word  of  his 
coming  to  Currituck  Courthouse  had  pre- 
ceded him,  and  on  the  28th,  he  says,  "I 
observed  a  great  number  of  people  on  the 
road,  who  I  was  told,  were  going  to  hear 
me  preach."  He  and  they  arrived  at  Curri- 


tuck  Courthouse  "a  little  before  noon." 
Pilmore  continues:  "I  began  without  delay, 
and  declared  to  Churchmen,  Baptists,  and 
Presbyterians,  He  shall  baptize  you  with 
the  Holy  Ghost  and  with  fire,  and  God 
made  his  word  like  a  Hammer  that  break- 
eth  the  rock  in  pieces.  After  I  had  done  the 
poor  people  expressed  the  utmost  grati- 
tude..." 


The  expected  crowd  was  slimmed  down  to  about 
300  brave  souls  due  to  extremely  inclement  wea- 
ther. 


Pilmore  Memorial  Church,  erected  in  1928,  pre- 
serves for  posterity  the  name  of  one  who  was  a 
co-founder  of  Methodism  in  this  country. 


The  present  courthouse  stands  several 
hundred  yards  from  the  site  of  that  earlier 
one,  which  was  an  18  foot  by  18  foot 
structure.  It  stood  close  to  the  sound,  very 
near  to  the  present  western  terminal  of  the 
ferry  to  Knott's  Island.  The  Pilmore 
Memorial  United  Methodist  Church  is 
directly  across  the  road  from  the  old  site. 

Plans  had  been  made  for  the  celebration 
to  take  place  on  the  spacious  front  lawn  of 
the  church,  and  a  platform  had  been  erec- 
ted there.  But  the  weather  conditions  were 
to  dictate  that  the  observance  be  moved  to 
the  nearby  Joseph  P.  Knapp  High  School 
Gymnasium. 

Was  there  any  observance  a  hundred 


years  ago?  We  strongly  suspect  that  hard 
times  in  1872  and  disinterest  in  historical 
matters  precluded  that  possibility.  Let  the 
record  show  that  a  hundred  years  later,  on 
September  28,  1972,  a  group  of  Methodists 
did  go  to  the  spot  where  Pilmore  preached 
and  did  fittingly  commemorate  this  intro- 
duction of  Methodism  to  what  is  now 
North  Carolina. 

Pilmore  United  Methodist  Church  de- 
serves an  added  word  of  recognition.  As  far 
as  we  know,  this  is  the  only  United  Meth- 
odist Church  which  bears  the  name  of 
Joseph  Pilmore. 

Not  always  has  this  congregation  borne 
the  name  of  Joseph  Pilmore:  only  since 

1927  or  1928.  Pilmore  Memorial  Methodist 
Church  had  its  origin  in  Baxter's  Grove 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  South,  which 
was  located  several  miles  away  from  Curri- 
tuck Courthouse. 

One  of  its  leading  members,  Albert  M. 
Simmons,  "bequeathed  in  his  will  $2,000 
for  the  purpose  of  helping  to  build  a 
church  within  one  and  one-fourth  miles  of 
Currituck  Courthouse,"  according  to  a 
brief  historical  sketch  of  the  church.  The 
sketch  continues  "This  gift  was  the  prime 
factor  in  beginning  the  new  church— 
Pilmore  Memorial  Methodist." 

The  Rev.  Charles  T.  Thrift  was  pastor  at 
the  time.  He  "conceived  the  idea  of 
building  a  new  church  at  Currituck  as  a 
memorial  to  Joseph  Pilmore.  This  idea 
received  enthusiastic  support  form  the 
members  of  the  church  (Baxter's  Grove) 
and  on  March  6,  1927,  the  pastor  appoin- 
ted a  committee  to  solicit  contributions"— 
to  cite  again  from  the  historical  sketch. 

The  new  church  was  begun  on  July  14, 

1928  and  was  completed  before  the  year 
was  out  at  a  total  cost  of  $21 ,583.55.  Rev. 
J.  A.  Tharpe  came  as  pastor  the  next  year 
and  during  his  stay,  in  1931,  the  total  cost 
was  paid  off. 

Pilmore  Memorial  Church  stands  today 
in  the  midst  of  beautiful  grounds,  only  a 
stone's  throw  from  where  Joseph  Pilmore 
stood  to  preach  on  September  28,  1772.  It 
is  a  fitting  memorial  to  a  man  who  did 
much  for  early  Methodism  in  America. 
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TAX  GUIDE  FOR  PASTORS 

A  "Clergy's  Federal  Income  Tax  Guide" 
will  be  published  late  this  year  by  Abing- 
don Press.  The  64-page,  1973  edition  is 
being  prepared  by  the  tax  staff  of  Ernest  & 
Ernst  for  1972  tax  returns.  The  paperback 
book  will  sell  for  $2.95. 

The  guide  will  include  a  detailed  ana- 
lysis on  such  topics  as  parsonage  exclu- 
sions, self-employment  tax,  and  with- 
holding requirements  on  compensation. 

ttt 

VIETNAM  DRAFT 
PROTESTED 

Protest  against  new  extensions  of  the 
military  draft  in  South  Vietnam,  parti- 
cularly related  to  religious  workers,  has 
been  lodged  by  Bishop  John  Wesley  Lord, 
executive  coordinator  of  the  denomi- 
nation's Call  for  Peace  and  Self  Develop- 
ment of  Peoples. 

Bishop  Lord  wrote  both  President 
Nixon  and  President  Nguyen  Van  Thieu 
that  the  Vietnamese  decree  "will  only  add 
to  the  sufferings  of  the  present  time." 

The  government  decree  of  July  8  calls 
for  the  drafting  of  monks,  novices,  priests 
and  seminarians  between  18  and  43  years, 
as  well  as  lowering  the  draft  age  from  18  to 
17. 

ttt 

EPISCOPACY  STUDY 
COMMISSION  MEETS 

The  Rev.  Merlyn  W.  Northfelt,  presi- 
dent of  Garrett  Theological  Seminary  in 
Evanston,  111.,  has  been  named  chairman  of 
a  United  Methodist  Commission  to  study 
the  Offices  of  Bishop  and  District  Superin- 
tendent. 

Dr.  Northfelt's  election  came  at  the 
organization  meeting  of  the  32-member 
group  Oct.  9  in  Chicago.  The  commission 
was  set  up  by  the  1972  General  Conference 
to  study  "the  offices  of  bishop  and  district 
superintendent  with  particular  reference  to 


the  method  of  their  selection,  tenure, 
assignment,  (and)  function...."  The  group 
will  report  to  the  1976  General  Confer- 
ence. 

Any  person  in  the  denomination 
wishing  to  contribute  to  this  study  process 
is  invited  to  send  their  statements  and 
materials  to  the  chairman. 

ttt 

BLACK  COLLEGE 
ADVANCE  SUCCESS 

It  appears  the  two-year  "Negro  Colleges 
Advance"  of  the  United  Methodist  Church 
will  not  reach  its  $10  million  goal  by  Dec. 
31,  but  directors  of  the  effort  are  not 
disappointed  by  the  response  which  they 
say  is  five  times  greater  than  any  previous 
campaign  for  the  schools. 

Directors  of  the  Advance  predict  that 
about  %6Vi  million  of  the  $10  million  goal 
will  be  raised  by  the  end  of  the  year.  Of 
that  goal,  $2  million  was  raised  for  scholar- 
ships and  loan  by  reshuffling  priorities  in 
the  church.  The  remainder  was  distributed 
as  "recommended  goals"  to  annual  confer- 
ences by  using  a  World  Service  apportion- 
ment percentage  factor. 

The  Advance  was  established  by  the 
1970  General  Conference  to  meet  a  finan- 
cial crisis  facing  the  12  black  United 
Methodist  Colleges. 

The  Race  Relations  Day  offering  and 
the  Negro  Colleges  Advance  will  be  re- 
placed Jan.  1  by  a  Black  College  Fund. 
With  an  annual  goal  of  $6  million,  the  new 
fund  will  be  apportioned  to  annual  confer- 
ences for  each  of  the  years  1973  through 
1976. 

ttt 

OPEN  COMMUNION  IS 
DIALOGUE  TOPIC 

The  issue  of  open  communion  is  ex- 
pected to  be  one  of  the  topics  discussed  in 
December  by  representatives  of  the  World 
Methodist  Council  and  the  Vatican,  accor- 
ding to  a  Religious  News  Service  Dispatch. 
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Shown  above  are  officers  of  the  newly  - 
organized  United  Methodist  Board  of  Higher 
Education  and  Ministry  chosen  during  the 
group's  organizational  meeting  October  3-4  in 
Nashville,  Tenn.  At  right  is  Bishop  Ernest  T. 
Dixon,  Topeka,  Kans.,  president  of  the  board. 
Others  are,  from  left,  Bishop  Prince  A.  Taylor, 
Jr.,  Princeton,  N.  J.,  vice-president  and  chairman 
of  the  Division  of  Chaplains  and  Related  Minis- 
tries; Mrs.  Fletcher  Nelson,  Morgan  ton,  N.  C, 

Bishop  William  R.  Cannon  of  Atlanta 
said  that  he  also  anticipates  conversation 
on  the  concept  of  apostolic  succession 
when  he  and  a  group  of  colleagues  go  to 
Rome  for  dialogue  with  Roman  Catholic 
officials.  Bishop  Cannon  is  chairman  of  the 
i  World  Methodist  side.  Accompanying 
Bishop  Cannon  to  Rome  for  the  dialogue 
Dec.   10-14  will  be  four  other  United 
|i  Methodists,  including  the  Rev.  Dr.  Lee 
j  Tuttle,  general  secretary  of  the  World 
Methodist  Council,  Lake  Junaluska. 

ttt 

NEWS  CAPSULES 

The  Rev.  Robert  L.  Turnipseed,  a 
j  United  Methodist  missionary   to  Hong 

Kong  for  some  12  years,  has  been  appoin- 
j  ted  acting  general  secretary  of  the  Hong 

Kong  Christian  Council. 

ttt 

Miss  Peggy  Billings,  a  staff  executive  of 
|  the  United  Methodist  Board  of  Global 
Ministries,  has  been  named  part-time  visi- 
i  ting  professor  of  church  and  society  at  the 


secretary;  Mrs.  Ethel  R.  Johnson,  Delaware, 
Ohio,  vice-president  and  chairman  of  the  Division 
of  Lay  Ministry;  Bishop  Don  W.  Holter,  Lincoln, 
Nebr.,  vice-president  and  chairman  of  the  Divi- 
sion of  Ordained  Ministry;  Dr.  Thomas  K.  Kim, 
Abilene,  Texas,  vice-president  and  chairman  of 
the  Division  of  Higher  Education;  and  Dr.  Roy  B. 
Shilling,  Conway,  Ark.,  chairman  of  the  board's 
Office  of  Personnel. 
(United  Methodist  Information  Photo). 

Candler  School  of  Theology,  Emory 
University. 


EDUCATIONAL  FURNITURE 

DIXIE  EQUIPMENT  COMPANY,  INC. 

418  N.  Greensboro  St. 
Liberty,  N.  C.  27298 
Phone:  919-622-2204 
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North  Raleigh  Church  Breaks  Ground 


Left  to  right:  Rev.  Dr.  Grant;  Rev.  F.  Belton 
Joyner,  Jr.,  Coordinator  of  Children  and  Youth 
Ministries;  Rev.  Mr.  Page;  Bishop  Blackburn;  Rev. 

The  congregation  of  North  Raleigh  UM 
Church  broke  ground  for  its  first  building 
on  Sunday,  Sept.  3.  It  is  scheduled  for 
completion  in  January  of  1973. 

North  Raleigh  Church  held  its  first 
worship  service  in  June,  1971,  and  was 
officially  organized  Oct.  10,  1971.  The 
congregation  of  109  members  now  meets 
at  Monk  Chapel  on  the  campus  of  the 
Methodist  Home  for  Children  in  Raleigh. 
Various  conference  staff  personnel  pro- 
vided ministerial  leadership  for  the  church 
until  June,  1972,  when  the  first  pastor, 
Rev.  Sid  Huggins,  was  assigned. 

The  groundbreaking  at  8501  Honeycutt 
Road  was  led  by  Bishop  Robert  M.  Black- 
burn. Other  participants  included  Rev. 
Jack  M.  Page,  Raleigh  District  superin- 


Mr.  Huggins;  and  Rev.  E.  R.  Porter,  Associate 
Director,  Witness,  Outreach,  and  Involvement. 

tendent;  Dr.  N.  W.  Grant,  Conference 
Program  Director;  interim  pastors;  the 
contractor  and  architect  of  the  new  build- 
ing, and  local  congregational  leaders. 

The  sloping  seven-acre  tract  on  which 
the  church  is  being  built  includes  a  wooded 
area  which  will  be  utilized  for  outdoor 
classrooms,  an  amphitheater,  picnic  and 
recreational  area. 

The  first  unit,  now  under  construction, 
will  be  a  $100,000  multipurpose  structure, 
which  later  will  become  the  Youth  Center. 
It  includes  a  Worship  Area  (seating  250), 
classrooms  and  church  offices.  This  is  the 
first  of  four  planned  building  phases,  the 
total  structure  to  include  an  educational 
complex,  sanctuary,  office  wing,  chapel 
and  bell  tower. 
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RECEPTION  FOR  BLACKBURNS 


The  Sanford  District  honored  Bishop 
and  Mrs.  Robert  M.  Blackburn  with  a  re- 
ception given  at  Carthage  UM  Church, 
Carthage,  Sunday  afternoon,  Oct.  15.  Hos- 
tesses were  the  United  Methodist  Women 
of  Carthage  Church. 

Bishop  Blackburn  preached  at  Carthage 
for  the  morning  worship  service. 

Pictured  in  the  receiving  line  at  the  re- 
ception, are  from  left,  T.  Roy  Phillips  of 


Carthage,  Sanford  District  lay  leader;  Mrs. 
C.  P.  McMillian  of  Vass,  Sanford  District 
United  Methodist  Women  president;  Mrs. 
Charles  Dorsett  of  Mount  Gilead,  vice 
president  of  the  conference  United 
Methodist  Women;  Mrs.  Harold  Mann  of 
Sanford,  former  conference  WSCS  presi- 
dent; Rev.  James  H.  McCallum,  Sanford 
District  superintendent,  Mrs.  McCallum, 
Bishop  Blackburn  and  Mrs.  Blackburn. 


PHYSICIAN  HONORED 

Dr.  Verne  S.  Caviness,  left,  is  presented  a  plaque 
by  L.  Merritt  Jones,  president  of  the  Board  of 
Trustees  of  the  Methodist  Home  for  Children  in 
Raleigh,  in  appreciation  for  his  years  of  service  to 
the  Home.  Dr.  Caviness  has  served  for  fifty  years 
without  pay  as  senior  physician  at  the  Home.  The 
plaque  was  presented  at  the  Board  meeting  on 
Sept.  14. 
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WOMEN'S  NEWS 

Western  North  Carolina  Conference 

Fran  Ruark  Lindsey 


Mrs.  Olive  Alston 

Olive  Jeannette  Webster  Alston  is  a 
newly-assigned  Church  and  Community 
Worker  appointed  by  the  National  Division 
of  the  Board  of  Global  Ministries  to  the 
Statesville  District. 

She  was  born  in  Guilford  County,  N.  C, 
daughter  of  the  Rev.  and  Mrs.  W.  H. 
Webster.  Mrs.  Alston  attended  high  school 
at  Bennett  College,  graduated  from  the 
college  which  is  now  Winston-Salem  State 
University.  After  teaching  school  for  seven 
years,  she  entered  Gammon  Theological 
Seminary,  graduating  with  a  B.  D.  degree. 
Then,  commissioned  as  a  deaconess  in 
1963,  she  served  in  the  Holston  Confer- 
ence in  Church  and  Community  Work  for 
thirteen  years. 

Hartzell  Memorial  United  Methodist 
Church  in  Hickory  is  Olive's  new  office 


address,  and  her  home  is  located  at  801 

First  St.,  S.  W.,  in  Hickory  also. 

*  *  * 

Two  very  important  corrections  must 
be  made  in  the  listing  of  the  District  Meet- 
ings, following  the  latest  information  given 
in  the  program  supplement  of  the  Oct.  19  ; 
Advocate.  Albemarle's  last  meeting  with 
the  District  Interpretation  Teams  for  brief- 
ing (on  creation  of  United  Methodist 
Women  in  churches)  will  be  on  November 
19  at  2:30  P.M.  at  Central,  Albemarle 
(Stanley  County).  Asheville's  final  meeting 
will  be  October  30:  First  Church,  Hender- 
son ville,  at  7  P.M.  following  a  morning 

meet  the  same  day  at  Weaverville. 

*  *  * 

One  of  the  major  advance  issues  facing 
the  nation  is  congressional  reform.  Time  and 
time  again  progressive  legislation  has  been 
stymied  by  secrecy,  seniority,  and  lack  of 
accountability  of  congressional  leadership. 

Last  year  36%  of  all  Congressional  com- 
mittee meetings  were  held  in  secret  session. 
Many  important  decisions  made  in  com- 
mittees are  made  with  no  record  of  how\ 
each  voted,  thus  accountability  becomes 
impossible. 

Seniority  systems  make  it  possible  for 
members  to  rise  to  powerful  positions,  not 
due  to  merit,  past  performance  or  ex- 
pertise, but  merely  as  a  result  of  longevity. 

Thus  the  Committee  for  Congressional 
Reform  has  been  formed  recently  to  work 
for  change,  including  church  groups  and 
League  of  Women  Voters,  Common  Cause 
and  the  Congress  Project.  Focus  until 
January,  1973,  will  be  on  securing  commit- 
ments to  open  meetings,  record  votes,  and 
modify  the  seniority  system  for  com- 
mittees. 

For  reform  to  succeed,  Congresspersons 
must  believe  this  is  an  important  issue  in 
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home  districts  and  we  encourage  you  to 
join  in  this  effort  in  your  area.  "Checklist 
for  Candidates"  may  be  obtained  to  be 
signed  and  further  information  from:  Com- 
mittee for  Congressional  Reform,  2027 
Massachusetts  Avenue,  N.W.,  Washington, 
D.C.  20036. 

*  *  * 

The  District  Interpretation  Teams 
attended  their  training  session  on  Saturday, 
October  21  in  Statesville  and  are  now  com- 
missioned and  excited  about  helping  the 
women  in  the  churches  to  become  local 
units  of  United  Methodist  Women.  All 
pastors,  and  all  women  members  of  the 
churches  are  urged  to  attend  one  of  the 


meetings  which  will  be  held  throughout  the 
conference  in  the  next  few  weeks.  Pro- 
grams and  plans  will  attract  all  serious 
Christian  women  in  the  United  Methodist 
Church  to  be  challenged  to  help  in  some 
special  way  toward  the  furthering  of  the 

purposes  of  a  new  call  to  serve. 
*  *  * 

Conference  Concerns,  our  quarterly 
conference  newsheet,  has  been  mailed  to 
all  officers  of  Conference  and  Districts.  If 
you  did  not  receive  this,  please  contact 
your  editor.  Much  thanks  must  go  to  Mrs. 
Louise  Wright  who  was  so  graciously  help- 
ful in  all  ways  while  we  were  learning  the 
new  methods. 


WOMEN'S  NEWS 

North  Carolina  Conference 

Mrs.  Bruce  Hargrove 


ASSEMBLY  SET  IN  1973 

NEW  YORK  (UMI)  -  The  first  As- 
sembly of  United  Methodist  women  is 
scheduled  for  October  4-7,  1973,  in 
Cincinnati,  Ohio. 

United  Methodist  women  is  the  name  of 
the  one  new  inclusive  women's  organiza- 
tion in  the  United  Methodist  Church.  Dur- 
ing the  1972-73  transition  year,  United 
Methodist  Women  will  succeed  two  present 
organizations,  the  Women's  Society  of 
Christian  Service  and  the  Wesley  an  Service 
Guild.  Together  the  organizations  have  a 
membership  of  about  1,600,000  in 
36,500  local  units  in  the  50  states. 

The  1973  Assembly  will  follow  in  a 
pattern  of  quadrennial  women's  gatherings 
in  the  United  Methodist  Church  and  its 
predecessor  denominations.  The  last  As- 
sembly was  in  Houston,  Texas,  in  May, 
1970.  Assemblies  have  usually  drawn  an 
attendance  of  8-10,000. 

The  1973  date  was  set  by  the  national 
policy-making  body  for  Society  and  Guild, 


the  Women's  Division  of  the  Board  of 
Missions.  Two  leaders  of  the  Division,  Mrs. 
Wayne  W.  Harrington,  president,  and  Miss 
Theressa  Hoover,  associate  general  secre- 
tary, said  in  a  recent  letter  to  Jurisdiction 
and  Conference  Society  presidents  and 
Conference  Guild  Chairwomen  that  the 
usual  time  for  an  Assembly  in  the  quadren- 
nial pattern  would  have  been  the  spring  of 
1974.  However,  they  said,  an  overriding 
factor  in  a  decision  for  the  fall  of  1973  was 
that  an  Assembly  "may  be  useful  as  we 
move  into  the  one  new  inclusive  organiza- 
tion of  United  Methodist  Women." 

The  format  and  program  of  the  pro- 
jected Assembly  are  open,  but  one 
emphasis  is  expected  to  be  on  ecumenism 
and  involvement  of  other  churchwomen's 
organizations,  Mrs.  Harrington  and  Miss 
Hoover  wrote.  They  said  proposed  regional 
ecumenical  women's  assemblies  in  1974 
had  not  worked  out  an  an  alternate  plan  is 
to  incorporate  ecumenical  emphasis  and  in- 
volvement in  denominational  and  other 
churchwomen's  gatherings  in   1974.  No 
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firm  plans  have  been  developed,  they  said, 
adding  that  an  ecumenical  emphasis  "will 
prove  an  interesting  and  enriching  part  of 
the  Assembly." 

Because  Assembly  plans  are  open  and 
because  of  a  desire  to  involve  Society  and 
Guild  leaders  in  designing  program,  the 
Harrington-Hoover  letter  was  accompanied 
by  a  suggestion  sheet  for  the  Assembly. 

It  asks  Jurisdiction  and  Conference  pre- 
sidents and  chairwomen  to  list  their  prefer- 
ences for  program  emphases,  for  issues  to 
be   dealt   with  in  plenary  sessions  and 


smaller  groups,  and  for  suggestions  for 
"digging  together"  on  new  styles  of  work 
in  units  of  United  Methodist  Women.  Also 
sought  are  ideas  for  possible  "conscious- 
ness-raising" sessions  on  topics  such  as 
"personal  worth,  meaning  of  a  support 
community,  and  changing  trends  in  mis- 
sions." Suggestions  for  categories  of  per- 
sons to  attend  the  Assembly  are  asked. 

A  small  committee  is  at  work  on  tenta- 
tive initial  plans  for  the  Assembly.  It  is 
expected  a  full  Assembly  Planning 
Committee  will  be  named  this  fall. 


Budget  Set 
(Continued  from  page  13) 
Finance  and  Administration  need  to  deve- 
lop a  balance  in  the  church  that  indicates 
"our  acceptance  of  reality  in  Christ  with 
diversity  in  mission." 

"Balance"  is  one  of  the  longings  of 
people  that  is  just  coming  over  the  horizon, 
the  Northern  Illinois  leader  said,  adding 
that  "we're  tired  of  'either-or'  thinking." 

Such  a  balance,  he  said,  would  make  it 
possible  to  increase  the  number  of  dollars 
available  to  the  church. 

HERE  &  THERE 
ff^ntinued  from  page  11) 

If  mass  evangelism  is  going  to  be  effective 
at  all  today,  it  has  to  be  closely  knit  to  a 
prolonged  program  of  personal  follow-up." 
The  comments  were  made  by  Brig.  James 
P.  Henry  who  has  been  the  Salvation 
Army's  evangelist  for  the  southern  U.S.  for 
more  that  a  decade. 


WILL  GO  TO  JAIL  FIRST 

Roman  Catholic  Bishop  John  J.  Russell 
of  Richmond,  Va.  has  stated  that  he  will 
"go  to  jail"  before  he  will  pay  a  service 
charge  which  the  city  is  imposing  on  all 
churches  and  other  non-tax-paying  institu- 
tions. The  charge  is  being  assessed  for 
police,  fire  and  sanitation  services. 

The  estimated  assessment  for  Roman 
Catholic  facilities,  including  schools,  is 
about  $25,000.  "We  find  that  the  'service 
charge'  is  really  a  tax,"  declared  one  Cath- 
olic spokesman. 

Assessements  upon  United  Methodist 
properties,  exclusive  of  local  churches,  in 


Richmond  are  expected  to  total  about 
$56,000^  a  year,  with  the  heaviest  por- 
tion-$40,22 1 -being  placed  upon  the 
Virginia  Conference's  Children's  Home. 

TOGETHERNESS  IS  POSSIBLE 
From  Iowa  comes  the  story  of  a  suc- 
cessful joint  Lay  Witness  Mission  between 
two  congregations-one  Roman  Catholic 
and  the  other  United  Methodist.  The  Cath- 
olic congregation  at  Corydon,  Iowa,  had 
been  meeting  in  the  United  Methodist 
Church  for  over  a  year.  So  when  the  Unit- 
ed Methodists  proposed  a  Lay  Witness 
Mission,  they  asked  their  Catholic  brethren 
to  join  them.  The  results  pleased  all  con- 
cerned (including,  we  imagine,  God.) 

In  writing  about  it,  Ed  Zelley,  editor  of 
the  Hawkeye  United  Methodist,  while  not 
wishing  for  "the  day  of  a  great  super- 
church"  commented  that  God  seemed  to 
be  "renewing  His  church  by  teaching  us 
that  we,  as  Christians,  can  share  our  experi- 
ence of  Him  in  love  and  understanding." 

He  concluded  "The  Corydon  mission 
made  this  evident-loud  and  clear- we  can 
dwell  together  in  love." 


SOUTHEASTERN  EQUIPMENT  CO. 


Chairs  and  tables  in  com- 
plete range  of  sizes  for  every 
Church  need.  Steel  and  wood 
folding  chairs,  folding  ban- 
quet tables,  speakers'  stands 
Also  office  desks  and 
chairs.  Write  for  infor- 
mation. 


SILER  CITY.  NORTH  CAROLINA 
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WHAT  LAYMEN  WANT 

By  Dr.  Frank  B.  Stanger 
President,  Asbury  Theological  Seminary 

I  took  part  in  the  Southeastern  Juris- 
dictional Laymen's  Conference  held  at 
Lake  Junaluska  this  summer.  More  than 
1500  were  registered.  Attendance  at  some 
of  the  services  approximated  2500.  I  was 
privileged  to  give  three  messages  on  The 
Holy  Spirit  and  The  Spirit-filled  life. 

I  came  away  from  the  convocation  with 
four  distinct  impressions  as  to  what  I  think 
laymen  want.  Let  me  share  them  with  you. 

1.  Laymen  want  spiritual  truth.  I  do 
not  think  that  truly  dedicated  laymen  are 
satisfied  with  cheap,  superficial,  sensational 
religious  truth.  I  think  they  are  "hungering 
and  thirsting  after  righteousness."  They 
want  to  know  about  "the  deep  things  of 
God;' 

2.  Laymen  want  a  spiritual  experience 
that  is  livable  and  workable.  Laymen 
expect  the  right  kind  of  religion  to  work- 
in  their  family  lives,  their  businesses,  their 
social  relationships.  This  is  the  only  kind 
they  want. 

3.  Laymen  want  ministerial  leaders 
who  are  "sold  on  their  product.  "  Laymen 
who  have  really  met  Christ  are  "turned 
on."  They  are  radiant,  convinced,  enthus- 
iastic. They  want  to  find  the  same  kind  of 
"burning  heart"  and  persuasive  witness 
within  ministers.  Laymen  expect  what 
ministers  say  and  do  "to  be  alive." 

4.  Laymen  want  a  chance  to  do  some- 
thing significant  and  meaningful  for  God. 
The  great  untapped  resources  in  the  church 
are  the  laymen  with  their  potential  for 
ministry  and  service.  They  are  willing. 
They  are  ready,  ihey  are  waiting.  Brother 
ministers,  let's  not  lose  our  opportunities 
for  spiritual  leadership. 

THE  VERNON  COMPANY 

PEWS  •  CARPETS 
OFFICE  &  CLASSROOM  FURNITURE 
P.  O.  Box  548*     High  Point,  N.  C.  27262 
Phons  (919)  885-4615 


WORKING  On 
BUDGET  FOR 

THE  NEW 
FISCAL  YEAR? 

THEN,  NOW  IS  THE  TIME  TO 
INCLUDE  FUNDS  FOR  SUBSCRIP- 
TIONS TO  THE  NORTH  CARO- 
LINA CHRISTIAN  ADVOCATE 
FOR  YOUR  CHURCH  OFFICIALS. 

JOIN  THE  ALL-ADMINISTRATIVE 
BOARD  PLAN.  On  this  plan  we  will  send 
the  Advocate  to  your  church  officials  for 
one  year  at  a  price  of  $3.49  each.  Isn't  that 
a  small  price  to  pay  for  832  pages  of 
information  and  inspiration  in  26  install- 
ments mailed  directly  to  each  member 
every  other  week? 

Let  your  church  officials  know  that  you 
appreciate  them  and  that  you  expect  them 
to  keep  alert  and  informed. 

FOR  UNITED 
METHODISTS  OF 
NORTH  CAROLINA 

THERE  IS  NO 
SUBSTITUTE  FOR 

THE 

NORTH 
CAROLINA 
CHRISTIAN 
ADVOCATE 
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Sunday  School  Lesson 

By  Dr.  Raymond  A.  Smith 
(International  Lesson  Series) 


FOR  NOVEMBER  12 


All  Nations  Under  God 


Background  Scripture:  Isaiah  45;  Amos  9; 

Jonah;  1  Timothy  2 
Lesson  Scripture:    Isaiah  45:1-6;  Amos 

9:7-8;  1  Timothy  2:1-5 

When  one  opens  the  Bible  at  any  of 
the  great  prophets  he  soon  realizes  that 
their  messages  are  impossible  to  understand 
without  reference  to  the  international  pow- 
er politics  of  their  time.  The  pages  of  their 
sermons  are  filled  with  the  names  of  great 
empires  and  their  greedy,  often  ruthless, 
kings;  most  of  whom  were  warriors.  This 
was  partly  because  the  Hebrews  had  come 
to  see  that  God's  presence  and  power  could 
be  felt  not  only  in  the  deep  recesses  of  the 
soul  but  also  in  the  events  of  history.  In 
the  case  of  the  greatest  prophets  one  could 
say  that  without  history  there  would  have 
been  no  prophecy. 

Our  first  selection  is  from  Isaiah 
45: 1-6.  The  writer  has  been  called  the  "Un- 
known Prophet  of  the  Exile",  or  "Isaiah  of 
Babylon"  to  distinguish  him  from  Isaiah  of 
Jerusalem,  whose  work  was  done  earlier. 
He  is  essentially  a  poet,  and  like  many 
poets  has  not  only  the  gift  of  language,  but 
also  a  God-given  insight  into  the  events 
that  were  happening  in  the  world.  Cyrus, 
the  Persian  king,  had  been  successful  in 
conquering  Babylon.  He  was  an  extra- 
ordinary person  in  that  he  wanted  all  dis- 
placed people  who  had  been  carried  into 
exile  to  be  returned  to  their  various  home- 
lands. This,  of  course,  included  the  Jews 
who  had  been  removed  from  their  home  in 
Palestine  and  settled  in  Babylon.  Cyrus  was 
a  sort  of  "international  good  housekeep- 
er." He  had  an  interest  also  in  the  religions 
of  mankind  and  included  in  his  great  pro- 
gram of  renewal  provision  for  the  recon- 


struction of  temples  that  had  been  destroy- 
ed and  looted  of  their  treasures. 

At  this  late  date  no  one  can  be  sure  of 
Cyrus'  motives.  Perhaps  what  he  wanted 
was  a  prosperous  and  peaceful  empire.  But 
Isaiah  says  he  was  chosen  by  Jehovah: 
"Thus  says  the  Lord  to  his  anointed,  to 
Cyrus,  whose  right  hand  I  have  grasped  .  . . 
.  .  It  is  I,  the  God  of  Israel;  who  call  you 
by  your  name.  For  the  sake  of  my  servant 
Israel  I  surname  you  although  you  do  not 
know  me." 

Turning  to  Amos  9:7-8  we  see  another 
prophet  who  was  inspired  to  see  his  own 
people  as  only  one  of  anumberof  nations 
whom  the  God  of  Israel  had  guided, 
though  they  were  not  aware  of  his  guid- 
ance. Amos  says:  "Listen,  you  people  of 
Israel,  you  only  have  I  (God)  chosen  from 
all  the  nations  of  the  earth.  Therefore  it  is 
you  whom  I  will  punish  for  your  wrong- 
doings." This  is  another  way  of  saying  "To 
whom  much  is  given,  much  shall  be  re- 
quired." We  might  reflect  on  this  truth  as 
we  survey  the  position  of  our  own  nation 
in  the  world  community.  We  have  incom- 
parable wealth  and  power.  Would  an  exam- 
ination of  our  present  policies  in  inter- 
national relations  show  we  are  living  up  to 
what  God  expects  of  us?  We  have  a  re- 
sponsibility to  know  all  we  can  find  out 
about  what  is  going  on  where  the  seats  of 
power  are.  With  the  press,  radio  and  tele- 
vision free  to  report  on  events,  there  would 
seem  to  be  little  excuse  for  ignorance. 

Our  lesson  from  the  New  Testament  is 
1  Timothy  2: 1-5.  It  is  an  appeal  to  a  young 
minister  to  be  concerned  about  the  politi- 
cal leadership  under  which  he  and  the 
members  of  his  churches  live.  He  is  urged 
to  see  that  "supplications,  prayers,  inter- 
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cessions  and  thanksgivings  are  made  for  all 
men,  for  kings  and  for  all  who  are  in  high 
positions,  that  we  may  live  a  quiet  and 
peaceful  life."  How  often  do  our  prayers 
go  beyond  petitions  for  the  well-being  of 
our  immediate  family  and  friends?  Do  we 
ever  pray  for  the  President,  members  of 
Congress,  police  officers,  firemen  ,  doctors, 
nurses  and  others  who  serve  the  common 
good? 

Finally,  in  the  memory  verse  from 
Acts  17:26,  we  are  reminded  that  God  is 


the  Creator  and  Father  of  all  mankind  and 
that  he  "he  created  every  race  of  men  from 
one  stock,  to  inhabit  the  whole  earth's  sur- 
face" (New  English  Bible).  This  realization 
should  prompt  all  of  us  to  be  more  world- 
minded.  After  all,  there  is  but  one  kind  of 
Christian— that  is  a  world  Christian.  But 
even  when  we  have  come  to  know  that 
fact,  we  have  a  lamentable  lack  of  interest 
in  the  rest  of  the  world.  "God  so  loved  the 
world  that  he  gave"  ....  have  we  forgotten 
that? 


SUNDAY  SCHOOL  LESSON  FOR  NOVEMBER  1 9 

Living  On  The  Brink 


Background  Scripture:  2  Kings  14:8-14; 

Isaiah  31;  2  Peter  3:8-13 
Lesson  Scripture:  Psalms  33:13-17;  Isaiah 

31:1-3;  Jeremiah  21:8-10 

In  this  lesson  we  shall  consider  what 
faith  has  to  say  to  doubt;  what  assurance 
I  has  to  say  to  anxiety.  We  have  seen  re- 
ference in  the  press  to  the  term  "brinkman- 
ship." It  refers  mainly  to  world  figures 
(such  as  presidents  or  dictators)  who,  in 
their  conduct  of  foreign  policy,  often  skirt 
|j  the  very  edge  of  war,  but  somehow  manage 
to  avoid  it.  One  might  say  President  Ken- 
nedy's action  in  the  Cuban  crisis  was  a 
good  example  of  this.  These  vast  move- 
j  ments  in  world  affairs  do  have  their  effects 
upon  all  of  us.  Often  a  mood  of  apprehen- 
\  siorij  even  of  despair,  seems  to  grip  us  as  we 
1  wonder  what  the  next  years  may  bring. 
!  This  is  now  more  true  than  ever  before, 
ill  since  we  can  see  a  war  being  fought  on  our 
,  television  screens,  or  visits  of  the  heads  of 
S  states  to  other  heads  of  states  for  the  pur- 
j  pose  of  promoting  peace— or  war. 

When  we  turn  to  our  Bibles  we  shall 
j  see  that  much  of  that  great  book  is  con- 
i  cerned  with  the  way  in  which  multitudes 
j  of  people  were  deeply  concerned  with,  and 
affected  by,  international  power  politics  in 
the  ancient  Near  East.  At  one  time  the 
name  of  God  most  favored  by  the  Hebrews 
was  "The  Lord  of  Hosts."  Now  a  host 


means  an  army,  so  we  could  justly  read  it 
"The  Lord  of  Armies."  Many  shocking 
atrocities  were  committed  in  the  Holy  War 
for  the  land  of  Canaan,  as  anyone  can  dis- 
cover by  reading  the  books  of  Joshua  and 
Judges.  However,  among  the  great  prophets 
one  can  find  more  than  one  instance  where 
God  is  said  to  have  used  a  foreign  enemy  to 
punish  his  own  people  for  their  sins  and 
idolatries.  Such  a  passage  as  that  from 
Isaiah  10:5-34  will  serve  as  an  example.  It 
has  been  called  "the  grandest  exposition  of 
the  religious  interpretation  of  history  ever 
written."  Read  it;  you  will  be  impressed. 

In  Psalms  33:13-17  we  are  assured 
that  spiritual  forces  are  ultimately  stronger 
that  physical  forces,  though  not  as  easy  to 
see:  "A  king  is  not  saved  by  his  great  army, 
a  warrior  is  not  saved  by  his  great 
strength." 

But  it  is  in  Isaiah  31:1-3  that  we  see  a 
graphic  portrayal  of  the  prophet's  faith  in 
the  Lord  of  History.  He  says  it  is  folly  for 
his  nation  to  rely  upon  the  Egyptians  for 
help.  How  can  one  ever  forget  a  verse  like 
this  that  follows:  "The  Egyptians  are  men, 
and  not  God;  and  their  horses  are  flesh,  not 
spirit.  When  the  Lord  reaches  out  his  hand, 
the  helper  will  stumble,  and  he  who  is  help- 
ed will  fall,  and  they  will  all  perish  to- 
gether." Read  Isaiah  30:1-5  for  an  explan- 
ation of  the  situation  that  provokes  that 
remark. 
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In  Jeremiah  21:8-10  we  have  an 
account  of  another  prophet  who  question- 
ed the  foreign  policy  of  a  king  and  his  ad- 
visers. The  Babylonians  are  at  the  gates  of 
Jerusalem  with  a  vast  army.  Jeremiah  ad- 
vises negotiations,  even  surrender,  if  ne- 
cessary. He  believes  resistance  would  be 
fatal  and  result  only  in  a  great  loss  of  life 
and  the  destruction  of  the  city.  This  is  not 
only  because  of  the  power  of  Babylon's 


army,  but  because  the  nation,  by  its  un- 
faithfulness to  God,  had  forfeited  his  help. 
He  will  not  intervene  to  save  them.  Sub- 
sequent events  proved  Jeremiah  right, 
though  his  advice  was  ignored.  In  597  B.C. 
a  large  contingent  of  leading  citizens  was 
carried  away  to  Babylon.  Nine  years  later 
the  city  and  its  temple  were  destroyed,  and 
virtually  all  who  had  been  left  were  taken 
as  exiles  to  Babylon. 

Now,  as  the  average  "hard-nosed" 
reader  surveys  these  accounts,  he  may  be 
inclined  to  question  the  policies  advocated 
by  the  prophets,  though  they  believed  they 
had  a  mandate  from  God  to  utter  them. 
But  what  is  the  choice?  Can  vast  military 
commitments  to  allies  be  trusted  to  bring 
peace?  Is  it  not  strange  that  our  two  most 
powerful  enemies  in  World  War  II  (the  Ger- 
mans and  the  Japanese)  are  now  our  valued 
allies?  History  sometimes  take  some 
strange  turns,  does  it  not?  During  the  Yalta 
Conference  reference  was  made  to  the  fact 
that  a  certain  policy  would,  if  imple- 
mented, alienate  a  large  part  of  the  Chris- 
tians of  the  world.  Josef  Stalin's  cynical 
comment  was:  "How  many  divisions  has 
the  pope  got?"  Most  of  us  would  not  want 
to  share  such  views. 

In  considering  the  question  as  to  just 
how  strong  the  spiritual  forces  are,  we 
might  recall  General  MacArthur's  state- 
ment made  at  the  surrender  of  the  Ja- 
panese after  World  War  II.  He  said  "The 
problem  (of  war  or  peace)  is  essentially 
theological."  Ridge  way  warned  long  ago 
against  a  land  war  in  Asia.  And  Eisenhower 
was  quoted  in  Gunther's  biography  of  the 
general  as  having  said:  "I  hate  war  as  only  a 
soldier  who  has  lived  in  it  can,  only  as  one 
who  has  seen  its  brutality,  futility,  and 
stupidity." 


30  USED  STAINED  GLASS  WIN- 
DOWS Excellent  condition,  3  feet  to 
10  feet  high  still  in  a  Methodist  Church 
in  Reidsville,  North  Carolina.  Contact 
Scott  Hester,  349-3658  or  P.  0.  Box 
355,  Reidsville,  N.C.  27320. 


A.  B.  Dick  320  Tabletop 
Offset  Duplicator 


EVERY  OFFICE 
CAH  HAVE  QUALITY 
OFFSET  COPIES 
AT  LOW  COST! 

Produce  stationery,  forms, 
bulletins,-  colors  on  this  com- 
pact offset  machine  (SI'  x 
24'  x  35').  Photographs  repro- 
duce sharp  and  clear.  Easy  to 
use.  Fast,  too!  Up  to  7500 
copies  per  hour.  Call  us  for  a 
free  demonstration  today. 


Gray  &  Creech,  lnc 
RALEIGH 
Asheville,  Charlotte, 
Winston -Salem 
Greensboro 
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Calendar  of  Coming  Events 


MEETINGS  OF  WIDER  INTEREST 


Nov. 

7-11 

National  Conference  of  Christian  Educators  Eellowship,  Boston 

Nov. 

13-16 

Fellowship  of  Town  and  Country  Workers,  Hinton  Rural  Life  Center,  Hayesville 

Nov. 

17-18 

Board  of  Directors,  Hinton  Rural  Life  Center,  Hayesville,  N.  C. 

Nov. 

27 

Program-Curriculum  Comm.,  Division  of  Education,  Nashville,  Tenn. 

Nov. 

29-Dec.  1 

SEJ  Fellowship  of  Conference  Missionary  Secretaries,  Atlanta,  Ga. 

Dec. 

2-8 

General  Board  and  General  Assembly,  NCC,  Dallas,  Texas 

Dec. 

3-8 

Lab.  on  Experiential  Theology,  Scarritt  College,  Nashville 

Dec. 

6-7 

Organizational  Mtg.,  General  Board  of  Pensions,  Evanston,  111. 

NORTH  CAROLINA  CONFERENCE 

Nov. 

9 

Methodist  Board  of  Publication,  Holiday  Inn,  South,  Greensboro,  10:30  a.m. 

Nov. 

10 

Louisburg  College  Board  of  Trustees,  11  a.m. 

Nov. 

17 

Conference  Council  on  Ministries,  Methodist  Bldg. 

Nov. 

19 

Raleigh  District  Conference,  Cary,  First  Church,  2:30  p.m. 

Nov. 

19 

Fayetteville  District  Conference,  2:30  p.m.,  Hay  mount  Church,  Fayetteville 

Nov. 

26-30 

Raleigh  and  Durham  Districts  Confirmation  Lab,  Henderson,  First  Church 

Nov. 

Z4 

Junaluska  Singers  Concert,  Raleigh  and  Durham  Districts,  Edenton 

Street  Church,  Raleigh,  7:30  p.m. 

Nov. 

25 

Junaluska  Singers  Concert,  Burlington  District,  Front  Street  Church, 

Burlington,  7:30  p.m. 

Nov. 

27 

Raleigh  District  Council  on  Ministries.  Methodist  Bldg.,  9:30  a.m. 

Nov. 

27 

Junaluska  Advancement  Program  Rorkv  Mount  and  Flizaheth  Citv  Di<ctrirt<i  7-^0  r 

Nov. 

28 

Junaluska  Advancement  Program,  Goldsboro  and  New  Bern  Districts,  7:30  p.m. 

Nov. 

29 

Junaluska  Advancement  Program,  Greenville  and  Wilmington  Districts,  7:30  p.m. 

Nov. 

31) 

Junaluska  Advancement  Program,  Fayetteville  and  Sanford  Districts,  7:30  p.m. 

uec. 

i 
1 

Junaluska  Advancement  Program,  Rockingham  District,  7:30  p.m. 

L>ec. 

i 
1 

Durham  District  Christmas  Party,  6  p.m. 

WESTERN  NORTH  CAROLINA  CONFERENCE 

Nov. 

5 

Pastoral  Visit  of  Bishop  Hunt  with  laymen  and  ministers  of  N.  Wilkesboro  District, 

Wilkesboro  Church,  3  p.m. 

Nov. 

6 

Clinic  in  Preaching,  Abernethy  Memorial,  Asheville,  10  a.m. 

Nov. 

13 

Clinic  in  Preaching,  Abernethy  Memorial,  Asheville,  10  a.m. 

Nov. 

14 

Conference  Council  on  Ministries,  Hartsell  Church,  Hickory 

Nov. 

19 

Thomasville  District  Comm.  on  Ministry,  Fair  Grove  Church,  9  a.m. 

Nov. 

20-21 

Council  on  Ministries  Staff  Retreat,  Camp  Carrolwood 

Nov. 

28 

Gastonia  District  Council  on  Ministries,  7:30  p.m. 

Nov. 

30 

Surry  Board  of  Missions  Dinner  Mtg.,  Dobson  Church,  6:30  p.m. 

Dec. 

3 

N.  Wilkesboro  District  Confernece,  First  Church,  North  Wilkesboro,  3  p.m. 

Dec. 

3 

Thomasville  District  Conference 

Dec. 

34 

Bishop's  Dialogue  Session,  Lake  Junaluska,  Asheville  and  Waynesville  Districts 

Dec. 

5 

Bishop's  Dialogue  Session,  First  Church,  Hickory,  12  Noon,  for  Salisbury, 

Marion,  Gastonia,  Charlotte,  N.  Wilkesboro  Districts 

Dec. 

6 

-Bishop's  Dialogue  Session,  First  Church,  Salisbury,  1  2  Noon,  for  Salisbury, 

Albemarle,  Thomasville  Districts. 

Dec. 

7 

Bishop's  Dialogue  Session,  Maple  Springs,  Church,  Winston-Salem,  1 2  Noon, 

for  WS-NE,  WS-Forsyth,  High  Point,  Greensboro  Districts. 


CAMPBELL 
O 
L 
L 

E 
G 
E 


Mitt* 


A  Fully  accredited  Baptist  liberal-arts  senior  college.  Strong  in  religion, 
church  music,  business-trust  education  for  undergraduates-training  of 
teachers  and  all  pre-professionals,  including  paramedics. 


Spring  term,  Jan.  3-May  14 

Summer  Sessions,  June  5 -July  6  and  July  9-Aug.  10 


1887  -  Write:  Director  of  Admissions,  Box  X,  Buies  Creek,  N.C.  27506 
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One  Man's  Witness 
(Continued  from  page  5) 
impressive,  He  could  minister  through  me 
in  this  place. 

In  Landis,  I  found  some  marvelous 
people.  Some  definite  influences  of  my 
Charlotte  experience  were  with  me  in  my 
ministry,  but  as  I  have  previously  testified, 
I  had  failed  to  properly  cultivate  them.  I 
had  grieved  the  Holy  Spirit  and  shut  out 
the  power  and  the  victory  I  might  have 
known,  for  fear  of  what  people  would  say 
and  think.  So  I  failed  in  many  way's. 

This  Spring  (1972)  I  was  wrestling  with 
the  dilemma  which  confronted  me.  One 
night  about  midnight  I  entered  the  hospital 
with  what  I  thought  was  a  heart  attack. 
They  checked  me  closely  and  could  find  no 
heart  trouble.  After  many  tests  and  ex- 
aminations, it  was  discovered  that  I  had  a 
small  hiatus  hernia  which  caused  pain  near 
the  heart.  Through  a  special  diet,  loss  of 
weight,  and  later  through  a  healing  touch 
from  Jesus  this  problem  was  brought  under 
control. 

It  was  during  this  period  that  I  came  to 
the  realization  that  I  had  to  get  in  or  get 
out  spiritually.  There  were  really  three 
courses  open  to  me.  One,  I  could  stay  in 
the  ministry  and  piddle  along  without  the 
full  sway  of  God's  power  and  blessing  in 
my  life  and  just  be  plain  miserable.  Two,  I 
could  just  get  out  and  forget  it  and  lose  my 
soul  in  something  else.  Three,  I  could  sur- 
render and  yield  my  life  anew  to  the  Holy 
Spirit  regardless  of  what  anybody  said,  did, 
or  thought. 

Commitment  Becomes  Total 
So  I  did  the  latter.  He  forgave,  cleansed 
and  filled  me  anew.  The  joy,  the  peace,  the 
inner  glow,  and  the  use  of  tongues  in  praise 
and  adoration  flooded  my  being.  I  told  it 
to  my  wife,  Sue.  I  shared  with  others. 
Stigma  or  no  stigma,  I  was  free.  I  don't 
know  what  lies  ahead  of  me  in  the  United 
Methodist  system  of  appointments.  I  don't 
know  what  attitudes  and  feelings  will  be.  I 
only  know  that  I'm  looking  to  the  Source 
now;  and  if  He  can  use  me,  He  will  make  a 
way. 

Not  all  problems  are  automatically 
ended.  I  don't  claim  to  be  perfect  by  any 
means.  This  experience  does  not  cause  me 
to  feel  "holier  than  thou".  I  do  confess 
that  I  am  having  the  time  of  my  life.  It's  a 


joy  to  be  alive.  It's  wonderful  to  see  what 
God's  Spirit  is  doing  in  this  world  among 
many  people.  I'm  not  ashamed  of  Him  or 
His  manifestations  or  gifts.  It's  wonderful, 
and  He's  wonderful.  Praise  the  Lord!  I'm 
reading,  adjusting,  re-aligning,  learning  and 
trying  to  find  more  and  more  the  meaning 
of  this  Presence  and  Power  for  my  life  and 
ministry.  The  Holy  Spirit  is  real.  He's  mov- 
ing and  ministering  in  the  now. 

I'm  glad  for  Pentecost  in  history,  but 
I'm  equally  happy  for  the  Holy  Spirit's  pre- 
sence today.  As  John  H.  Osteen,  Spirit- 
filled  Baptist  minister  says,  "Pentecost  is 
not  a  denomination,  but  an  experience 
from  God  for  everyone."  Ephesians  5:18 
says,  "And  be  not  drunk  with  wine,  where- 
in is  excess;  but  be  filled  with  the  Spirit." 
This  is  a  marvelous  command. 

We  need  to  unclog  the  wells.  Let  the 
Holy  Spirit  take  control  of  our  lives,  moti- 
vate our  churches  and  do  His  marvelous 
work  in  our  midst.  Don't  try  to  imitate 
anyone.  Don't  just  seek  an  emotion.  Don't 
get  hung-up  on  a  manifestation  or  gifts. 
Don't  be  afraid  of  the  Holy  Spirit.  If  you 
have  received  Christ  as  your  Saviour,  just 
be  honest  and  open  and  yielded  to  God. 
Ask  for  the  Holy  Spirit,  and  Jesus  will 
baptise  you  in  the  Holy  Spirit. 

Dr.  Myron  Augsburger  gave  us  three 
very  helpful  suggestions  when  he  spoke  to 
us  in  High  Point  last  March.  He  said,  "(1). 
The  Holy  Spirit  is  a  Person  to  be  given 
acceptance.  (2).  The  Holy  Spirit  is  a  Pre- 
sence to  be  acknowledged.  (3).  The  Holy 
Spirit  is  a  Power  to  be  appropriated." 

He  is  available  and  adequate.  Galatians 
5:16  declares,  "This  I  say  then,  walk  in  the 
Spirit,  and  ye  shall  not  fulfill  the  lust  of 
the  flesh."  Consider  these  words  of  a  great 
hymn  of  the  church: 

Breathe  on  me,  Breath  of  God,  Fill  me 
with  life  anew, 

That  I  may  love  what  Thou  dost  love, 
And  do  what  Thou  wouldst  do. 


The  Rev.  Mr.  Dennis  is  pastor  of  First  United 
Methodist  Church.  Landis. 

s4rl  &  Stained  Cjfaii  do. 

Complete  Church  Window  Service 

1000  Tryon  Ave. 
HIGH  POINT.  NORTH  CAROLINA  27260 
PS  |  Phone  883-0516 
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WE  RECOMMEND 


THE  FOLLOWING  CANDIDATES  FOR  THE  N.C.  HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES 

NOTE:  Our  recommendations  are  based  on  personal  interviews,  analysis  of  voting  records  of  incum- 
bents, or  answers  to  a  questionaire  on  moral  issues  such  as:  (1)  liquor-by-the-drink  that 
encourages  drinking  and  driving;  (2)  highway  safety;  (3)  laws  to  get  tough  on  drunk  drivers; 
(4)  mental  health;  (5)  other  drugs  and  related  matters. 

1ST  HOUSE  DISTRICT  (2  to  be  elected)  Camden,  Chowan,  Currituck,  Dare,  Pasquotank,  Perqui- 
mans, Tyrrell,  Washington:  (D)  Vernon  G.  James; 

2ND  HOUSE  DISTRICT  (1  to  be  elected)  Beaufort,  Hyde:  (R)  James  R.  Vosburgh; 

3RD  HOUSE  DISTRICT  (3  to  be  elected)  Craven,  Jones,  Lenoir,  Pamlico):  (D)  Joe  L.  Bright,  (D) 
Daniel  T.  Lilley; 

4TH  HOUSE  DISTRICT  (3  to  be  elected)  Carteret,  Onslow:  (R)  M.E.  McNiel,  (D)  J.F.  Mohn,  (R) 
Allen  D.  Morris; 

7TH  HOUSE  DISTRICT  (4  to  be  elected)  Edgecomb,  Nash,  Wilson:  (D)  A.  Hartwell  Campbell,  (D) 

Julian  B.  Fenner,  (R)  Junius  (J.B.)  Stone; 
8TH  HOUSE  DISTRICT  (2  to  be  elected)  Greene,  Pitt:  (D)  Sam  D.  Bundy,  (R)  Frank  Steinback; 
9TH  HOUSE  DISTRICT  (2  to  be  elected)  Wayne:  (R)  Gene  S.  Baker,  (D)  Mrs.  John  B.  Chase,  (D) 

W.P.  (Bill)  Kemp,  Jr.; 
10TH  HOUSE  DISTRICT  (1  to  be  elected)  Duplin:  (D)  T.J.  (Tommy)  Baker; 
11TH  HOUSE  DISTRICT  (1  to  be  elected)  Brunswick,  Pender:  (D)  E.J.  Prevatte; 

13TH  HOUSE  DISTRICT  (3  to  be  elected)  Caswell,  Granville,  Person,  Vance,  Warren:  (R)  Larry  E. 

Norman,  (D)  James  E.  Ramsey,  (D)  Bobby  W.  Rogers,  (D)  William  T.Watkins; 
14TH  HOUSE  DISTRICT  (2  to  be  elected)  Franklin,  Johnston:  (R)  Archie  Bunn,  (D)  J.M.  (Jack) 

Gardner,  (D)  Barney  Paul  Woodard; 
15TH  HOUSE  DISTRICT  (6  to  be  elected)  Wake:  (R)  Earl  Cox,  (D)  Samuel  H.  Johnson,  (D)  Wade 

Smith; 

17TH  HOUSE  DISTRICT  (2  to  be  elected)  Chatham,  Orange:  (R)  Barry  E.  Burns; 

18TH  HOUSE  DISTRICT  (2  to  be  elected)  Harnett,  Lee:  (D)  Gerald  Arnold,  (R)  R.B.  Guthrie,  (D) 
Jimmy  L.  Love; 

19TH  HOUSE  DISTRICT  (3  to  be  elected)  Bladen,  Columbus,  Sampson:  (R)  A.T.  (Terry)  Bryant,  (D) 

James  C.  Green,  (D)  R.C.  Soles,  Jr.,  (D)  C.  Graham  Tart; 
20TH  HOUSE  DISTRICT  (5  to  be  elected)  Cumberland:  (D)  Glenn  R.  Jernigan,  (D)  Mrs.  Lura  Tally, 

(D)  Henry  M.  Tyson; 

22ND  HOUSE  DISTRICT  (4  to  be  elected)  Alamance,  Rockingham:  (D)  W.S.  (Sandy)  Harris,  Jr.,  (R) 

Ronald  E.  Lee,  (D)  Jim  Long,  (R)  Homer  E.  Wright,  Jr.; 
23RD  HOUSE  DISTRICT  (7  to  be  elected)  Guilford:  (D)  Thomas  (Tom)  Gilmore,  (D)  C.W.  Phillips; 
24TH  HOUSE  DISTRICT  (2  to  be  elected)  Randolph:  (R)  C.  Roby  Gamer,  (R)  W.  Frank  Redding, 

III; 

25TH  HOUSE  DISTRICT  (1  to  be  elected)  Moore:(R)  Jack  Carter; 

26TH  HOUSE  DISTRICT  (1  to  be  elected)  Anson,  Montgomery:  (D)  Foyle  Hightower,  (R)  Colon 
Blake; 

28TH  HOUSE  DISTRICT  (3  to  be  elected)  Alleghany,  Ashe,  Stokes,  Surry,  Watauga:  (D)  P.C.  Collins, 
Jr.,  (D)  J.  Worth  Gentry,  (R)  Clyde  R.  Greene,  (R)  Marshall  Hall,  (R)  William  S.  (Bill)  Hiatt,  (D) 
George  W.  Marion,  Jr.; 

29TH  HOUSE  DISTRICT  (5  to  be  elected)  Forsyth:  (D)  K.O.P.  Goodwin,  (R)  Howard  A.  Jemison, 

(R)  C.  Dempsey  McDaniel,  (D)  John  A.  Walker; 
30TH  HOUSE  DISTRICT  (3  to  be  elected)  Davidson,  Davie:  (R)  Gilbert  Lee  Boger,  (R)  Joe  H.  Hege, 

(D)  Thomas  F.  Johnson,  (D)  Richard  Lowder,  (R)  Jim  Mashburn; 
31ST  HOUSE  DISTRICT  (2  to  be  elected)  Rowan:  (R)  Austin  A.  Mitchell,  (D)  Robie  L.  Nash; 
32ND  HOUSE  DISTRICT  (1  to  be  elected)  Stanly:  (D)  Richard  Lane  Brown  III,  (R)  Tony  H.  Whitley; 
33RD  HOUSE  DISTRICT  (3  to  be  elected)  Cabarrus,  Union:  (D)  Dwight  W.  Quinn,  (D)  Art  Thomas, 

(D)  J.  Max  Thomas; 

34TH  HOUSE  DISTRICT  (3  to  be  elected)  Caldwell,  Wilkes,  Yadkin:  (R)  John  Walter  Brown,  (R) 

Jeter  L.  Haynes,  (R)  William  E.  (Bill)  Stevens; 
35TH  HOUSE  DISTRICT  (2  to  be  elected)  Alexander,  Iredell:  (D)  J.P.  Huskins,  (R)  Homer  B. 

Tolbert; 

36TH  HOUSE  DISTRICT  (8  to  be  elected)  Mecklenburg:  (D)  Jo  Graham  Foster,  (R)  David  D.  Jordan, 

(R)  Charles  W.  Smith; 
37TH  HOUSE  DISTRICT  (2  to  be  elected)  Catawba:  (D)  Terrell  Webster; 

39TH  HOUSE  DISTRICT  (2  to  be  elected)  Avery,  Burke,  Mitchell:  (D)  Eleanor  Butler,  (D)  Charlie  E. 

Earwood,  (R)  William  M.  Fulton,  (R)  Lloyd  Hise,  Jr.; 
41ST  HOUSE  DISTRICT  (1  to  be  elected)  McDowell,  Yancy:  (D)  Glenn  A.  Morris,  (R)  Jack  Walter; 
42ND  HOUSE  DISTRICT  (1  to  be  elected)  Henderson:  (R)  Fred  R.  Dorsey,  (D)  Mrs.  Ruth  Turner 

Semaschko; 

43RD  HOUSE  DISTRICT  (4  to  be  elected)  Buncombe,  Transylvania:  (R)  Lee  Roy  Griffin,  Jr.,  (R) 
James  Thomas  Steele; 

44TH  HOUSE  DISTRICT  (2  to  be  elected)  Haywood,  Jackson,  Madison,  Swain:  (D)  Ernest  B.  Messer, 
(D)  Liston  B.  Ramsey; 

45TH  HOUSE  DISTRICT  (1  to  be  elected)  Cherokee,  Clay,  Graham,  Macon:  (R)  W.P.  (Bill)  Bradley, 
(D)  Erwin  W.  Patton; 

"ALL  THAT  IS  NECESSARY  FOR  EVIL  TO  FLOURISH  IS  FOR  GOOD  MEN  TO  DO  NOTHING" 
Exercise  Your  Christian  Responsibility  and  Vote  On  November  7TH 
(Paid  Advertisement) 
CHRISTIAN  ACTION  LEAGUE  OF  NORTH  CAROLINA,  INC. 

D.  P.  McFarland,  Executive  Director  Coy  C.  Privette,  President 

P.  0.  Box  2126,  Raleigh,  N.C.  27602 
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Turkey  UM  Church  will  hold  revival 
services  Nov.  12-17,  with  the  pastor,  Rev. 
Charles  L.  Pollock,  preaching.  On  Sunday, 
Nov.  19,  the  church  will  observe  its  annual 
homecoming  with  a  former  pastor,  Rev. 
Herman  Coker,  as  guest  preacher.  A 
covered-dish  dinner  will  be  served 
following  the  worship  service.  All  members 

and  interested  persons  are  invited. 

*  *  * 

Red  Oak  UM  Church  has  just  completed 
revival  services  with  the  pastor,  Rev.  C.  R. 
Hollowell,  as  preacher.  The  revival  con- 
cluded on  Oct.  29  with  home-coming  day. 

*  *  * 

Long  Memorial  UM  Church  in  Roxboro 
has  scheduled  Dr.  Wilson  0.  Weldon,  editor 
of  the  Upper  Room,  for  special  services, 
Nov.  5-8.  Services  will  begin  at  7:30  p.m. 
Dr.  John  T.  Maides,  pastor,  invites  all  in- 
terested persons  to  attend. 

*  *  * 

Judge  Luther  Hamilton,  Sr.,  was 
honored  Oct.  29  by  First  UM  Church  of 
Morehead  City  for  50  years  of  service  to 
the  church.  The  Men's  Bible  Class,  which 
he  has  taught  for  many  years,  has  been 
broadcast  over  radio  since  1948.  Rev. 
Lester  A.  Tilley,  a  former  pastor  of  First 
Church,  and  many  of  Judge  Hamilton's 
friends  from  across  the  state  were  present 
for  the  occasion.  Also,  during  this  service 
new  hymnals  were  dedicated  in  memory  of 
Charles  Byrd  Wade,  Sr.,  who  served  as 
church  school  superintendent  for  many 
years. 

*  *  * 

Rev.  and  Mrs.  Charles  Denny  White,  Jr., 
announce  the  birth  of  a  son,  Charles  Bryan, 
Oct.  18  in  High  Point.  Mr.  White  is  pastor 

of  Memorial  UM  Church,  Trinity. 

*  *  * 

On  his  return  from  the  First  Interna- 
tional Congress  on  the  Prevention  of 
Alcoholism  held  in  Kabul,  Afghanistan,  the 


Rev.  D.  P.  McFarland,  executive  director  or 
the  Christian  Action  League,  attended  the 
twenty-fifth  anniversary  service  of  the 
organization  of  the  Church  of  South  India. 
The  silver  jubilee  was  held  in  Saint  Paul's 
Cathedral  in  London,  and  Mr.  McFarland 
reports  that  the  church  was  well-filled  for 
the  occasion. 

*  *  * 

Shiloh  UM  Church,  Town  Creek  Charge, 
will  have  revival  services  each  evening  at 
7:30,  Nov.  12-17.  Rev.  Edward  C.  Batche- 
lor,  pastor,  will  preach  for  the  services. 

The  new  parsonage  of  Knightdale  UM 
Church,  Knightdale,  was  dedicated  Sunday, 
Oct.  22.  Bishop  Robert  M.  Blackburn 
preached  at  the  five  o'clock  worship  ser- 
vice. Following  a  covered-dish  supper,  the 
dedication  service  and  open  house  was  held 
at  the  parsonage.  Rev.  W.  M.  Wells  is  pas- 
tor. 

*  *  * 

Rev.  J.  D.  Aycock,  minister  of  Winstead 
UM  Church  in  Wilson,  has  been  elected  pre- 
sident of  the  B.  0.  Barnes  School  PTA  fon 
this  year.  He  also  is  serving  as  treasurer  of! 

the  Wilson  County  Ministers'  Association. 

*  *  * 

Rev.  Arnold  Pope,  dean  of  students  at 
Methodist  College,  was  guest  minister  for 
the  homecoming  service  at  Winstead  UM 
Church  in  Wilson  on  Oct.  29.  He  is  a  for- 
mer pastor  of  the  Winstead  Church. 

*  *  * 

The  annual  revival  at  Home  Memorial 
UM  Church,  Clayton,  will  be  held  Nov. 
12-14,  with  Rev.  J.  W.  Page,  Raleigh  Dis- 
trict superintendent,  preaching.  Services 
will  be  at  1 1  a.m.  and  7:30  p.m.  on  Sunday 
and  at  7:30  on  Monday  and  Tuesday  even- 
ings. 

*  *  * 

Bishop  Robert  M.  Blackburn  will  preach 
at  Saint  Paul  UM  Church,  Goldsboro,  Sun- 
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day  morning,  Nov.  12.  A  district  reception 
will  be  held  at  Saint  Paul  that  afternoon  at 
3  o'clock  for  the  Bishop  and  his  family. 


Campbell  College  Touring  Choir  will  give 
a  concert  at  Smith  UM  Church,  Roanoke 
Rapids,  on  Nov.  5.  Nov.  10-12  Smith 
Church  will  have  its  second  Lay  Witness 
Mission.  The  coordinator  will  be  Roy 
Swaringen  from  West  End. 


IN  MEMORIAM 


MRS.  SUSAN  BESSIE  LEGGETT 

The  Women's  Society  of  Christian  Service  of 
Wharton  Trinity  United  Methodist  Church, 
Washington,  N.C.,  is  privileged  to  pay  loving 
tribute  to  the  memory  of  a  dear  friend  and  ded- 
icated co-worker  in  our  Church  and  Society. 

Her  generous  sharing  of  her  talents  and  time 
were  known  to  all  in  her  family,  church,  and 
Society  of  Christian  Service,  as  long  as  health 
permitted. 

She  was  a  Charter  member  of  the  first  organ- 
ized group  of  Methodist  women  in  Wharton 
Trinity  beginning  in  1926  and  served  as  officer 
and  teacher  in  both  Church  School  and  Society. 

Mrs.  Bessie  departed  this  life  September  6, 
1972,  at  the  age  of  85  to  enter  into  the  Heavenly 
Father's  home  made  for  her.  Her  love  for  flowers 
was  evident  around  and  in  her  home  and  many 
times  she  was  heard  to  say,  "Bring  my  flowers  to 
me  while  I  live.  Don't  wait  for  death." 

Be  it  therefore  resolved:  That  we  thank  our  God 
for  permitting  us  to  share  together  the  blessings 
of  her  many  years.  That  we  remember  to  pray  for 
the  members  of  her  family  who  will  miss  her  so 
deeply  and  who  need  a  steadfast  hand  of  faith  to 
guide  them. 

That  a  copy  of  these  resolutions  be  sent  to  the 
members  of  her  family,  a  copy  recorded  in  the 
minutes  of  the  Women's  Society  of  Christian 
Service  and  a  copy  to  be  sent  for  publication  in 
the  N.C.  Christian  Advocate. 

The  Publicity  Committee 
Mrs.  Bonnie  Cratch 
Mrs.  I  stelle  Leggett 
Mrs.  Barbara  Griffin 
Mrs.  Clara  Latham,  Secretary 

MRS.  JAN1  BOY  1.1  1  I 

The  United  Methodist  Women  of  Goshen 
Lniled  Methodist  Church,  Route  I,  Faison,  N.  C. 
wish  to  pay  tribute  and  honor  to  the  loving 


memory  of  Mrs.  Jane  Sutton  Boyette,  who  de- 
parted this  life  on  May  20,  1971,  at  the  age  of 
88. 

Mrs.  Jane,  as  she  was  affectionately  known  by 
her  friends  and  neighbors,  joined  the  church 
when  she  was  eleven  years  old  and  was  a  member 
here  for  seventy-seven  years.  She  was  a  charter 
member  of  the  WSCS  and  a  Sunday  School 
teacher  in  her  younger  years. 

Her  influence  and  devotion  to  her  church, 
family  and  friends  will  long  be  remembered  by 
those  of  us  who  knew  her.  Her  presence  among 
us  is  greatly  missed. 

For  her  dedicated  service  and  life  we  offer  this 
tribute  to  her  memory.  She  is  gone,  but  not  for- 
gotten. 

In  affection,  a  copy  will  be  sent  to  the  family, 
the  North  Carolina  Christian  Advocate  for  publi- 
cation, and  a  copy  will  be  recorded  in  the 
minutes  for  the  United  Methodist  Women. 

Goshen  United  Methodist  Church 
Faison,  North  Carolina 

MRS.  SALLIE  JACKSON 

We,  the  United  Methodist  Women  of  Goshen 
United  Methodist  Church,  Route  1.  Faison,  N.C, 
wish  to  pay  tribute  and  respect  to  the  memory  of 
Mrs.  Sallie  Porter  G.  Jackson  who  departed  this 
life  December  12,  1971,  at  the  age  of  78. 

She  was  a  devoted  person  to  God,  loyal  in 
every  way  to  the  church.  She  was  a  very  warm 
and  friendly  person.  She  made  her  home  a  very 
cordial  and  open  place  to  all  who  called. 

We  thank  our  God  for  this  life  of  His  faithful 
servant  who  lived  and  served  among  us.  For  her 
dedicated  service  and  life  we  offer  this  tribute  to 
her  memory. 

In  affection,  a  copy  will  be  sent  to  the  family, 
the  North  Carolina  Christian  Advocate  for  publi- 
cation, and  a  copy  will  be  recorded  in  the 
minutes  of  the  Goshen  United  Methodist  Women. 

United  Methodist  Women 

Goshen  United  Methodist  Church 
Faison,  North  Carolina 
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'Come  Before  Winter' 

by  Dr.  H  Eugene  Peacock 

The  Apostle  Paul  was  in  prison  in  Rome.  He  was  getting  on  in  years  and  he  hadd 
premonition  that  the  end  was  near  for  him.  The  time  was  the  fall  of  the  year  and  already; 
the  nights  were  getting  chilly.  He  had  been  arrested  while  the  weather  was  still  warm  and. 
he  had  no  coat  to  protect  him  against  the  cool  nights.  Moreover,  he  was  lonely.  Some  of 
the  people  he  had  counted  on  had  already  forsaken  him  and  others  had  begun  to  neglect 
him  after  several  months  of  his  incarceration. 

The  great  old  missionary  loved  young  people,  especially  Timothy,  one  of  his  converts. 
He  wrote  him  a  letter  and  urged  him  to  come  to  Rome  and  visit  him.  He  had  trained 
Timothy  and  taken  him  on  some  of  his  journeys  and  he  longed  to  see  him  once  morec 
before  he  moved  on  to  his  reward  in  heaven.  In  his  letter,  he  asked  Timothy  to  bring, 
him  certain  personal  items— his  coat  to  ward  off  the  chill  of  the  Roman  nights,  his  beloved 
books  and  his  treasured  manuscripts.  And,  then,  toward  the  end  of  the  letter  he  wrote. 
"Do  your  best  to  come  before  winter." 

I  see  true  pathos  in  that  plea:  "Do  your  best  to  come  before  winter."  I  suspect  that 
Paul  realized  he  would  not  make  it  through  another  winter  and  he  wanted  very  much  to 
see  his  beloved  son  in  the  faith  once  more  before  he  passed  on.  He  knew  that  his  time  was 
fast  running  out  and  he  wrote  to  Timothy  with  a  sense  of  urgency.  "Come  on,"  he  was 
saying,  "before  it  is  too  late." 

There  is  a  sense  in  which  God  make  this  plea  to  each  to  us.  There  is  an  ending  as  well 
as  a  beginning  and  sometimes  we  postpone  important  matters  until  it  is  too  late  for  us  to 
tend  to  them.  We  have  good  intentions.  We  really  intend  some  day  to  take  care  of  them 
but  other  matters  crowd  in  and  we  lay  the  important  matters  aside  until  the  time  has 
passed  and  it  is  too  late  to  tend  to  them.  Some  of  us  procrastinate  with  respect  to  our 
intention  to  make  things  right  with  God.  We  know  that  we  are  lacking  and  we  intend  to 
correct  our  dedication  but  we  put  it  off  and  run  the  risk  of  waiting  until  it  is  too  late. 

Some  matters  should  never  be  delayed.  We  should  never  delay  our  personal  dedication 
to  Jesus  Christ.  We  should  never  delay  righting  our  feelings  toward  and  relationships  with 
other  people.  We  should  never  postpone  the  matters  that  pertain  to  eternal  and  abundant 
life. 

Dr.  Peacock  is  Superintendent  of  the  High  Point  District 
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OPPORTUNITIES 

Five  cents  a  word.  Please  count  your  words 
and  send  remittance  when  sending  your  copy 

BACHELOR  OF  ARTS  looking  for  position  as 
choir  director  or  combination  choir  director/ 
organist.  Call  (919)  646-0711  after  6  p.m.  or 
write  Box  191,  Lake  Waccamaw,  N.C.  28450. 


30  USED  STAINED  GLASS  WINDOWS. 
Excellent  condition,  3  feet  to  10  feet  high  still  in 
a  Methodist  Church  in  Reidsville,  North  Carolina. 
Contact  Scott  Hester,  349-3658  or  P.  O.  Box 
355,  Reidsville,  N.  C.  27320.  

Free!  Large  catalog  (discount).  Shoes,  clothing, 
hosiery.  Savings  and  earn  extra  income.  Sales 
opportunity  included.  Pefley's,  1109  Emery, 
Kokomo,  Indiana  46905. 

ALABAMA  WHITE, 

BLACK  CONFERENCES  UNITED 

BIRMINGHAM,  Ala.  (UMI)-One  of 
three  remaining  black  United  Methodist 
annual  conferences  was  formally  joined 
with  two  geographic  white  units  in  cere- 
monies here  October  24. 

Pursuant  to  votes  in  the  Central  Ala- 
bama (black)  and  North  Alabama  and 
Alabama-West  Florida  (white)  conferences, 
the  some  5,000  members  in  39  churches  of 
the  former  black  unit  were  united  with  the 
white  conferences  which  together  have 
more  than  315,000  members  in  some 
1,500  churches.  The  names  of  the  former 
white  conferences  will  continue  to  be  used 
to  designate  the  merged  groups. 
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Calendar  of  Coming  Events 

MEETINGS  OF  WIDER  INTEREST 

Nov.  17-18  Board  of  Directors,  Hinton  Rural  Life  Center,  Hayesville,  N.  C. 

Nov.  27  Program-Curriculum  Comm.,  Division  of  Education,  Nashville,  Tenn. 

Nov.  29-Dec.  1  SEJ  Fellowship  of  Conference  Missionary  Secretaries,  Atlanta,  Ga. 

Dec.  2-8  General  Board  and  General  Assembly,  NCC,  Dallas,  Texas 

Dec.  3-8  Lab.  on  Experiential  Theology,  Scarritt  College,  Nashville 

Dec.  6-7  Organizational  Mtg.,  General  Board  of  Pensions,  Evanston,  111. 

NORTH  CAROLINA  CONFERENCE 
Nov.    17  Conference  Council  on  Ministries,  Methodist  Bldg. 

Nov.    19  Raleigh  District  Conference,  Cary,  First  Church,  2:30  p.m. 

Nov.    19  Fayetteville  District  Conference,  2:30  p.m.,  Hay  mount  Church,  Fayetteville 

Nov.    26-30  Raleigh  and  Durham  Districts  Confirmation  Lab,  Henderson,  First  Church 

Nov.    24  Junaluska  Singers  Concert,  Raleigh  and  Durham  Districts,  Edenton 

Street  Church,  Raleigh,  7:30  p.m. 
Nov.    25  Junaluska  Singers  Concert,  Burlington  District,  Front  Street  Church, 

Burlington,  7:30  p.m. 
Nov.    27  Raleigh  District  Council  on  Ministries,  Methodist  Bldg.,  9:30  a.m. 

Nov.    27  Junaluska  Advancement  Program,  Rocky  Mount  and  Elizabeth  City  Districts,  7:30  p.m. 

Nov.    28  Junaluska  Advancement  Program,  Goldsboro  and  New  Bern  Districts,  7:30  p.m. 

Nov.    29  Junaluska  Advancement  Program,  Greenville  and  Wilmington  Districts,  7:30  p.m. 

Nov.    30  Junaluska  Advancement  Program,  Fayetteville  and  Sanford  Districts,  7:30  p.m. 

Dec.    1  Junaluska  Advancement  Program,  Rockingham  District,  7:30  p.m. 

Dec.    1  Durham  District  Christmas  Party,  6  p.m. 

Dec.    4  Conference  on  Finance  &  Administration,  Budget  Hearings, 

Methodist  Bldg.,  9:30  a.m. 
Dec.    5  Conference  Council  on  Finance  &  Administration,  Executive  Session, 

Methodist  Bldg.,  9  a.m. 
Dec.    8  Rockingham  District  Pastors  Christmas  Party,  Norman,  6:30  p.m. 

Dec.    9  Raleigh  District  Ministers  and  Wives  Christmas  Dinner,  12  noon 

Dec.    10  Durham  District  Conference,  Epworth  Church,  Durham,  2:30  p.m. 

Dec.    10  Sanford  District  Conference 

WESTERN  NORTH  CAROLINA  CONFERENCE 
Nov.    19  Thomasville  District  Comm.  on  Ministry,  Fair  Grove  Church,  9  a.m. 

Nov.    20-21  Council  on  Ministries  Staff  Retreat,  Camp  Carrolwood 

Nov.    27  United  Methodist  Information's  Communication  Dialogue  Seminars 

for  District  Co-Directors  of  Communications,  6:30  p.m.,  Winston-Salem 
Nov.    28  Gastonia  District  Council  on  Ministries,  7:30  p.m. 

Nov.    28  United  Methodist  Information's  Communication  Dialogue  Seminars 

for  District  Co-Directors  of  Communications,  6:30  p.m.,  Asheville 
Nov.    30  Surry  Board  of  Missions  dinner  meeting,  Dobson  UM  Church,  6:30  p.m. 

Nov.    30  United  Methodist  Information's  Communication  Dialogue  Seminars 

for  District  Co-Directors  of  Communications,  6:30  p.m.,  Charlotte 
Dec.    3  North  Wilkesboro  District  Conference,  First  Church,  North  Wilkesboro  3  p.m. 

Dec.    3  Thomasville  District  Conference 

Dec.    3-4  Bishop's  Dialogue  Session,  Lake  Junaluska,  6  p.m.  Dec.  3  to  1 : 30  p.m. 

Dec.  4  (for  Asheville,  Waynesville  Districts). 
Dec.    5  Bishop's  Dialogue  Session,  First  Church,  Hickory,  12  noon 

(for  Charlotte,  Gastonia,  Marion,  North  Wilkesboro  and  Statesville 

Districts). 

Dec.    6  Bishop's  Dialogue  Session,  First  Church,  Salisbury,  12  noon 

(for  Salisbury,  Albemarle,  Thomasville  Districts). 
Dec-    7  Bishop's  Dialogue  Session,  Maple  Springs  Church,  Winston-Salem, 

12  noon,  (for  WS-NE,  WS-Forsyth,  High  Point,  Greensboro  Districts). 
Dec.    7  Winston-Salem  Northeast  District  Board  of  Missions  dinner  meeting, 

Woodmont  Church,  Reidsville,  6:30  p.m. 
Dec.    8  Thomasville  District  Ministers  and  Wives  Christmas  Party,  6:30  p.m. 

Dec.    31  Winston-Salem  Northeast  District  Conference  check-up  and  set-up 

meeting,  Leaksville  Church,  Eden,  3  p.m. 
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Turned  On  With  Gratitude 


by  Thomas  B.  Stockton 


One  of  the  popular  phrases  for  our  day 
is  "Turned  On".  People  are  "turned  on", 
"made  enthusiastic  about",  "actively 
involved  in"  many  varied  sources  of  alive- 
ness. 

The  youth  of  our  day  became  "turned 
on"  by  certain  music;  social  activists  be- 
came "turned  on"  by  opportunities  for  ac- 
tion; religious  emotionalists  become 
"turned  on"  by  high  powered  evangelical 
preaching;  healthy  minded,  stable  Chris- 
tians become  "turned  on"  to  significant 
Christian  discipleship  by  genuine  faith  en- 
counter with  Jesus  Christ. 

The  Psalmist  was  "turned  on"  with  grat- 
itude. He  experienced  the  majesty,  power, 
love,  controlling  reign  and  Glory  of  God. 
Out  of  this  realization  of  divine  love  there 
bubbled  up  the  exclamations  of  being 
"turned  on"  with  gratitude.  Listen  to  him 
in  the  100th  Psalm: 

"Make  a  joyful  noise  to  the  Lord,  all 
the  lands!  Serve  the  Lord  with  gladness! 
Come  into  His  presence  with  singing! 
Know  that  the  Lord  is  God!  It  is  He  that 
made  us  and  we  are  His!  ....  Enter  His 
gates  with  thanksgiving  and  His  courts  with 
praise!  Give  thanks  to  Him  and  bless  His 
name!" 

The  Christian  joins  the  Psalmist  in  the 
profound  inner  sense  of  thankfulness  that 
"turns  us  on"  with  gratitude.  This  is  the 
"why"  of  Thanksgiving. 

Yet,  we  all  recognize  the  evidences  of 
lack  of  thankfulness  —  many  people  in  our 
day  are  not  "turned  on"  with  gratitude. 
Many  of  the  rebellious  attitudes  of  our  day 
spring  out  of  a  lack  of  a  sense  of  indebted- 
ness to  anyone.  At  times  we  need  to  "do 
our  thing"  in  order  to  develop  our  inner 
capabilities  and  resources.  However,  if  this 
becomes  a  feeling  "I  owe  no  one  anything" 
or  "I'm  free  to  be  myself  regardless  of  the 
inconvenience  and  hurt  that  it  causes 
others,  or  "the  world  owes  me  a  good  life", 
then  these  attitudes  of  ingratitude  produce 
rebellions  that  destroy  relationships  and 


undermine  creative  character. 

Also,  present  day  indifference  toward 
the  church  reveals  that  some  people  hav<_ 
no  idea  what  the  Psalmist  was  talking 
about  —  "enter  His  gates  with  thanksgiving, 
and  His  courts  with  praise."  Those  when 
claim  to  be  Christians,  and,  yet,  feel  nc 
inner  drive  to  worship  with  the  fellowship 
of  the  church  have  lost  an  awareness  o  t 
indebtedness  to  Almighty  God.  When  w<; 
are  "turned  on  with  gratitude"  there  is  thm 
compulsion  to  express  this  in  corporate 
worship.  We  can't  stay  away. 

Nor  can  the  "turned  on  with  gratitude' 
person  build  up  individual  wealth  withoui 
a  deep  and  prevailing  concern  for  thosK 
who  have  so  much  less.  A  misundei 
standing  of  genuine  thankfulness  is  ree 
vealed  when  we  pray  "thank  you,  God,  fo 
all  I  have",  and  yet,  care  nothing  abou 
public  housing  for  the  poor,  food  for  th 
hungry,  income  for  the  unemployable, 
hospital  care  for  the  elderly— even  if  it  doe 
mean  that  our  taxes  are  higher.  To  b^< 
genuinely  "turned  on  with  gratitude"  ill 
volves  profound  concern  for  others. 

Of  course,  we  must  honestly  admit  tha : 
some  people  feel  no  compulsion  to  expres :! 
thankfulness.  There  are  the  response},! 
"Bah,  humbug.  I  can't  see  where  God  ha 
been  good  to  me.  It  is  all  right  for  you  wh" 
have  turkey  and  dressing  and  all  the  extra;  I 
but  my  cupboard  is  bare."  "It  is  fine  fo  j 
you,  who  discovered  that  your  tumor  if 
benign,  to  fall  on  your  knees  in  thank*  • 
giving,  but  my  cancer  is  still  spreading  lik 
wild  fire."  "It  is  understandable  that  yo 
can  be  grateful  when  your  blue  chip  stock  i 
have  gone  up,  but  I've  lost  my  job.  I  don1 
know  how  I  can  feed  my  family  tomoi 
row."  "Yes,  you  can  be  grateful  for  a  ne\ ' 
baby  in  your  home,  but  I've  lost  the  on 
who  was  the  dearest  thing  in  life.  I'm  lorn 
ly.  This  Thanksgiving  thing  is  not  for  me. 

We,  who  have  so  much,  can  easily  se 
why  we  should  be  "turned  on  with  grat 
tude".  What  about  those  who  have  los 
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everything?  Is  Thanksgiving  also  for  them? 

Over  in  the  Old  Testament  book  of 
Habakkuk,  we  have  a  description  of  the 
nation  Judah  in  terrible  conditions.  They 
had  been  conquered  by  the  Chaldeans. 
They  never  knew  when  their  conquerors 
would  come  to  steal,  rape  or  kill.  They 
could  not  plant  their  fields  with  any  great 
hope  of  harvesting  the  product  of  their 
labors.  They  lived  always  with  a  cloud  of 
uncertainty  and  impending  gloom  hov- 
ering over  their  heads. 

Yet,  Habakkuk  could  say  to  them: 
"Though  the  fig  tree  does  not  blossom,  nor 
fruit  grow  on  the  vines,  the  product  of  the 
olive  fail  and  the  fields  yield  no  food,  the 
flocks  be  cut  off  from  the  fold,  and  there 
be  no  herd  in  the  stalls;  yet,  I  will  rejoice  in 
the  Lord;  I  will  joy  in  the  God  of  my  salva- 
tion." 

Here  is  the  difference  between  a  pagan 
Thanksgiving  and  a  Godly  one.  The  pagan 
says,  "I'm  glad  I  have  an  abundance  of  the 
good  things  of  life."  The  Christian  shouts, 
"I'm  turned  on  with  gratitude  that  I  have 
God  and  God  has  me  regardless  of  the  cir- 
cumstances." The  Christian  does  not  al- 
ways respond  to  life  with  an  automatic, 
superficial  "Thank  God",  but  he  does  have 
the   deep,  calculated,  reasoned  under- 
standing "Regardless  of  what  comes  upon 
|me,  God  is  here  and  I'm  thankful." 
j     At  the  heart  of  the  Christian  gospel 
there  is  a  symbol  that  draws  from  us  the 
jdeepest  response  of  being  "Turned  On 
jWith  Gratitude".  The  Cross  expresses  the 
(ultimate  gift  of  God's  graciousness  for 
jjwhich  we  are  so  tremendously  thankful. 
(There  is  a  man  called  "The  Chaplain  of 
iBourbon  Street".  He  ministers  to  people  in 
pe  night  club  spots  of  New  Orleans.  He 
ells  of  returning  to  New  Orleans  one  night 
few  years  ago  after  preaching  in  another 
pity.  In  coming  into  town  he  had  to  cross  a 
ong  bridge  over  a  river. 
I    It  was  late  at  night.  He  was  tired, 
jleepy,  anxious,to  get  home  on  this  cold, 
ainy  night.  Suddenly  up  ahead  he  saw  a 
lan  —  in  the  middle  of  the  road  —  waving 
is  arms  in  an  attempt  to  stop  him.  The 
Chaplain  of  Bourbon  Street"  wondered 


who  he  was.  At  one  end  of  the  bridge  was 
the  state  hospital  for  the  mentally  ill.  At 
the  other  end  were  the  bars  and  joints  of 
the  city.  Was  this  man  an  escapee  from  the 
hospital?  Was  he  drunk? 

There  was  only  one  thing  to  do  -  try  to 
pull  around  the  man  in  the  road.  It  was  too 
dangerous  to  take  a  chance  on  being  a 
'Good  Samaritan'.  But  the  man  jumped 
right  in  front  of  the  car,  and  the  "Chaplain 
of  Bourbon  Street"  slammed  on  his  brakes, 
jumped  out  of  the  car  and  ran  to  the  man, 
grabbed  him  and  angrily  shouted,  "What 
do  you  mean,  stopping  me  like  this?" 

The  man's  shirt  was  torn;  sweat  dripped 
off  his  face  as  he  answered,  "Thank  God  , 
you  stopped.  The  bridge  up  ahead  is  out.  A 
truck  and  car  have  already  run  off.  I  don't 
know  if  any  of  them  are  alive.  I've  been 
down  there  trying  to  help,  but  when  I  saw 
your  lights  I  had  to  stop  you."  With  that 
the  Bourbon  Street  Chaplain  threw  his 
arms  around  the  man  and  "Turned  On 
With  Gratitude",  cried  "Thank  you,  thank 
you,  thank  you.  You  risked  your  life  to 
save  mine." 

The  Cross  declares  "One  comes  out  of 
the  wreckage  areas  of  man's  existence  to 
offer  help.  One  comes  with  the  sacrifi  - 
cial  wounds  from  the  human  struggles  to 
bring  love.  One  comes  from  the  heart  of 
God  to  encounter  us  in  the  middle  of  the 
road  of  life,  with  its  dangers  and  its  oppor- 
tunities, to  share  life,  Now  and  Forever!" 

Therefore,  we  can  be  "Turned  On  With 
Gratitude",  and  shout  with  the  Psalmist 
"Make  a  joyful  noise  to  the  Lord,  all  the 
lands!  Serve  Him  with  gladness!" 

The  Rev.  Mr.  Stockton  is  minister  of  Central  UM 
Church,  Asheville. 
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EDITORIALS 

Recent  Statements  By  Our  Bishops 


One  of  the  most  interesting  features  of 
the  recently  held  Duke  Convocation  and 
Pastors'  School  was  the  Bishops'  Hour. 
Bishop  Blackburn  delivered  the  address  for 
this  occasion  and  then  he  and  Bishop  Hunt 
fielded  questions  from  the  group. 

In  his  prepared  talk  Bishop  Blackburn 
spoke  about  the  minister's  quest  for  iden- 
tity. He  said  that  the  minister  should  (1) 
have  a  deep  sense  of  commitment  to  his 
calling;  (2)  that  he  should  be  strongly 
motivated  to  proclaim  the  Word  of  God; 
(3)  that  he  should  be  well  versed  in  theo- 
logy; (4)  that  he  should  love  people  and 
relate  well  to  them;  (5)  that  he  should  be  a 
person  of  great  personal  integrity. 

In  the  discussion  period  which  followed 
the  two  bishops  were  remarkably  together 
in  their  perspectives.  This  fact  did  not  fully 
strike  us  until  we  were  going  over  our  notes 
on  what  they  had  said. 

We,  therefore,  will  give  here  the  gist  of 
what  they  said  without  any  attempt  to 
identify  the  comments  of  one  from  the 
other. 

The  first  question  was  about  the  role  of 
the  church:  where  it  is  today  and  where  it 
is  going.  The  bishops  pointed  out  that  the 
church  for  some  time  now  has  been  en- 
gaged in  self-criticism  and  re-structure;  that 
it  has  involved  itself  in  the  social  as  well  as 
the  personal  problems  of  the  people:  i.e. 
not  hesitating  to  speak  to  political,  social 
and  economic  issues  of  the  day.  The 
church's  present  relative  ineffectiveness  in 
reaching  youth  was  pointed  out  with  a 
strong  plea  that  this  be  corrected. 

It  was  further  pointed  out  that  the 
church  stands  for  certain  basic  and  often 
intangible  values  such  as  hope,  brother- 
hood, devotion  to  justice  and  truth.  But 
the  overarching  responsibility  of  the 
church,  said  the  bishops,  is  to  make  men 
conscious  of  God.  The  church  must  say  to 
secular  man  that  God  IS  and  that  all  men 
live  their  lives  within  the  reality  of  this 
fact. 


A  specific  question  about  priorities  of 
the  church  at  the  grass  roots  brought  the 
declaration  that  the  great  need  is  for  evan- 
gelism. But  an  evangelism  with  a  different 
stamp  from  some  types  which  may  have 
been  in  vogue  in  the  past  or  are  now.  An 
evangelism  which  will  reach  youth,  which 
will  be  in  harmony  with  the  church's  social  I 
concerns,  such  as  race  relations.  An  evan- 
gelism which  will  restore  a  concern  for  the 
Christian  family  and  bring  people  to  per- 
ceive the  values  found  in  a  Christian  view 
of  sexuality  and  of  marriage.  An  evan- 
gelism which  will  enhance  the  values  of! 
worship  and  restore  it  to  a  primary  posi- 
tion in  the  life  of  the  church.  The  newtf 
evangelism  should  bring  pulpit  preaching 
back  into  prominence. 

At  the  same  time,  the  evangelism  we 
need  is  one  which  is  not  afraid  of  getting 
people  excited  about  their  corporate  Chris- 
tian life.  It  should  send  us  out  to  seek  the 
forgotten  and  lost  peoples  around  us  with  a 
new-found  zeal.  Our  expressions  of  evan-i- 
gelism  in  the  past  have  often  been  vapid,, 
half-hearted,  ineffective.  We  have  not  really* 
convinced  those  who  are  alienated  fromnjj 
the  church  that  we  care  very  deeply  fori 
them,  nor  have  we  used  aggressive  meth-i-Jj 
ods  to  get  them  into  our  churches. 

The  bishops  were  asked  to  comment  onnf 
the   anti-establishment  movement  now  j 
prevalent  in  some  quarters.  Our  episcopal  | 
leaders  felt  that  this  protest  tide  has  passed  || 
its  crest;  that  now  it  was  time  for  every- 
body to  adopt  a  more  positive,  construc- 
tive stance.  We  need  to  go  forward.  Some 
criticism  was  justified.  Some  of  it  was 
against  stereotypes  which  needed  to  go, 
but  other  criticism  tended  to  destroy 
values  which  needed  to  remain. 

It  was  pointed  out  that  there  is  nothing  1 1 
inherently  wrong  with  "establishment"  or 
"bureaucracy"  (or  organization  and 
administration)  just  so  the  people  involved 
were  dedicated  and  acted  in  the  spirit  of 
Christ. 
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The  question  of  the  morale  of  ministers 
was  brought  up  for  comment.  The  bishops 
thought  that  lay  persons  should  be  shown 
how  they  could  better  support  their  minis- 
ters through  encouragement,  love  and 
proper  financial  support.  They  also  felt 
that  ministers  (including  themselves)  had  a 
vital  need  to  look  to  their  own  personal 
religious  experiences.  It  was  pointed  out 
that  secularism  has  tended  to  infiltrate  into 
the  ministry  even  as  it  has  into  the  lives  of 
others.  Ministers  ought  to  face  up  to  this 
reality,  and  they  should  seek  to  keep  alive 
or  to  recapture  the  spiritual  glow  of  a  vital 
experience  with  God.  Moreover,  they 
should  support  each  other  as  members  of  a 
common  brotherhood. 

We  are  lifting  up  these  views  expressed 
by  our  bishops  because  of  the  primary 
positions  of  leadership  which  they  hold 
among  us.  They  have  a  heavy  responsibility 
which  includes  setting  the  course  for  our 
two  conferences.  We  ought,  therefore,  to 
know  what  they  are  saying  and  recom- 
mending on  matters  discussed  above  and 
on  other  issues. 

They  have,  indeed,  a  heavy  responsi- 
bility. But  ours,  as  pastors  and  laity,  is  no 
less  heavy.  It  is  to  respond  to  their  leader- 
ship; to  offer  more  than  token  coopera- 
tion; to  work  together  with  one  another 
and  with  them  in  advancing  the  cause  of 
Christ. 

We  United  Methodists  are  not  a  denom- 
ination schooled  in  the  art  of  each  going 
his  own  way.  Rather  we  have  a  strong  tra- 
dition of  connectionalism.  All  working 
together  for  common  goals.  Each  lifting  his 
fair  share  of  the  load.  Once  we  Methodists 
moved  across  this  country  "like  a  mighty 
army."  We  need  to  move  like  that  today! 

L.  Stacy  Weaver 

Stacy  Weaver,  president  of  Methodist 
College,  has  announced  that  he  will  retire 
at  the  close  of  this  academic  year.  We  can- 
not let  him  step  down  from  his  significant 
place  of  leadership  without  a  special  word 
of  appreciation. 

During  his  fifty  years  of  service  in  the 


educational  field  he  has  exerted  a  greater 
influence  for  good  than  he  or  we  will  ever 
know.  A  large  part  of  his  very  considerable 
talents  have  been  devoted  to  service 
through  the  United  Methodist  Church.  He 
played  a  key  part  in  getting  the  One  Per 
Cent  plan  adopted  in  support  of  ministerial 
education— a  plan  which  met  with  such 
favor  that  it  has  been  extended  to  the 
entire  church  on  the  basis  of  two  per  cent. 

All  the  way  from  the  presidency  of  old 
Rutherford  College  to  the  presidency  of 
new  Methodist  College,  this  man's  career 
has  been  marked  by  high  vision,  unflagging 
dedication  and  excellency  in  performance. 
We  wish  for  Dr.  and  Mrs.  Weaver  the  best 
of  life's  good  things  as  they  enter  into  a 
more  relaxed  regimen  after  next  June. 


SAMPSON  COUNTY  METHODISTS 
LAUNCH  CO-OPERATIVE  EFFORT 

United  Methodists  in  Sampson  Councy 
are  in  the  midst  of  an  experiment  in  co- 
operative effort,  it  is  announced  by  the 
Reverend  R.  Bruce  Pate,  pastor  of  Grace 
United  Methodist  Church,  Clinton. 

Focusing  on  the  urgent  need  for  more 
adequately-trained  Church  School  teachers, 
leaders  from  several  area  United  Methodist 
congregations  decided  recently  to  work 
together  to  help  meet  this  need.  A  series  of 
seven  two-hour  weekly  sessions  was  plan- 
ned and  are  now  in  progress. 

The  sessions  taught  by  Rev.  Mr.  Pate, 
will  begin  on  Tuesday  evening,  Nov.  24, 
and  will  continue  each  Tuesday  evening 
through  Dec.  5.  The  sessions  are  centering 
on  three  major  areas-Understanding  and 
Using  the  Bible  In  Teaching,  The  Christian 
Church  and  Faith,  and  Teaching  Methods. 
All  sessions  are  planned  for  Grace  Church. 

The  project  grew  out  of  an  invitation  to 
all  Sampson  County  United  Methodist 
congregations  to  explore  common  needs, 
which  came  from  the  Committee  on  Edu- 
cation of  Grace  Church.  Three  exploratory 
sessions  were  held  with  concerned  minis- 
ters and  laymen.  Out  of  these  sessions  grew 
the  decision  to  work  cooperatively  in  the 
area  of  teacher-training. 
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Council  Rules  Out  Lay  Persons 
As  Bishops 


HOT  SPRINGS,  ARK.  (UMI)-A  lay 
person  can  not  become  a  bishop  of  the 
United  Methodist  Church,  the  denomina- 
tion's Judicial  Council  ruled  here  Oct.  28. 

The  nine-member  court,  which  in- 
cludes two  lay  men  and  two  lay  women, 
declared  it  would  be  unconstitutional  to 
consecrate  a  lay  person  as  a  bishop  or  even 
to  elect  one  and  then  ordain  him  or  her  as 
a  minister  prior  to  consecration. 

The  issue  arose  last  July  in  the  process 
of  electing  19  new  bishops  for  the  church 
in  the  U.S.  In  two  of  the  five  jurisdictions, 
bishops  ruled  that  only  ministers  could  be 
chosen.  The  challenge  was  made  largely  as 
a  result  of  the  growing  drive  to  place  a 
woman  in  the  office. 

The  church  has  had  women  ministers 
in  full  standing  only  since  1956,  and  the 
number  of  well-known  women  ministers  is 
small.  Some  women  did  receive  votes  last 
summer,  despite  the  uncertainty  of  the  sit- 
uation. 

Conceding  that  "there  is  no  specific 
and  direct  statement  in  the  Discipline 
(book  of  church  law)  concerning  the  re- 
quirement of  ordination  for  eligibility," 
the  council  pointed  out  that  the  constitut- 
ion does  provide  that  the  system  of  epis- 
copacy is  to  be  of  a  "like  plan"  to  that  of 
the  denominations  which  merged  in  1968 
to  form  the  United  Methodist  Church.  All 
of  the  parent  groups  required  bishops  to 
come  from  among  the  ordained  elders,  it 
found,  and  all  of  the  references  in  conse- 
cration ritual  are  to  ministers. 

The  court  ruled  out  the  possibility  of 
electing  a  lay  person  and  then  ordaining 
him  or  her  before  consecration,  on  the 
basis  that  elder's  requirements  include  a 
minimum  of  four  years  of  education  and 
experience  to  qualify. 

The  council  also  answered  the  fre- 
quently made  point  that  Francis  Asbury, 
first  bishop  and  a  founder  of  Methodism  in 
this  country,  was  not  ordained  when  chos- 


en a  bishop  in  1784.  It  pointed  out  that 
this  occurred  before  the  adoption  of  a  con- 
stitution for  the  then-new  church.  It  added 
that,  in  order  to  emphasize  the  ministerial 
nature  of  the  position,  he  had,  once  elect- 
ed, gone  through  the  ordination  process 
before  his  consecration  (in  two  days). 

Mississippi 
Merger  Plan 
Gets  Green  Light 

HOT  SPRINGS,  ARK.  (UMI)-The 
proposed  plan  for  merger  of  black  and 
white  United  Methodist  conferences  in 
northern  Mississippi  was  declared  con- 
stitutional Oct.  28. 

The  church's  Judicial  Council  ruled 
here  that  the  plan's  requirement  for  mem- 
bership from  both  former  conferences  on: 
boards  and  staffs  of  the  merged  organiza- 
tion would  be  a  step  toward  equitable  re- 
presentation rather  that  granting  of  special 
rights  to  a  minority. 

Mississippi's  two  white  and  two  black 
conferences  are  the  only  ones  in  the  de- 
nomination which  have  not  yet  merged  in 
keeping  with  the  church's  constitutional  re- 
quirement that  no  conference  "shall  be 
structured  so  as  to  exclude  any  member  oi 
any  constituent  body"  because  of  race  oi; 
color.  The  black  conferences  agreed  lasi 
spring  to  the  plans  but  the  white  con 
ferences  which  they  overlap  voted  onl) 
their  "intent  to  merge"  and  to  wait  for  « 
judicial  ruling.  All  have  scheduled  specia 
sessions  for  late  November  to  vote  again. 

The  denomination's  General  Con 
ference  last  spring,  after  several  years  o 
moving  toward  de-segregation  on  a  volun 
tary  basis,  approved  a  deadline  of  next  Jul] 
1  for  such  mergers. 

The  nine-member  Judicial  Council  sai< 
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the  church's  constitution  "speaks  to  racial 
issues  with  sufficient  clarity  that  there 
should  be  no  shadow  of  doubt  regarding  its 
intent"  that  "race  consciousness  shall  be 
non-existent  within  the  church."  It  added 
that  no  special  rights  or  obligations  can  be 
established  because  of  race  or  color,  for 
either  minority  or  majority  groups. 

The  question  arose  partially  because 
the  council  had  ruled  last  April  that  con- 
ference structure  cannot  be  based  on  race, 
"even  when  done  for  the  protection  of  a. 
minority"  and  that  "the  church  may  not 
be  structured  bi-racially."  It  pointed  out  in 
the  current  decision,  however,  that  the 
Mississippi  merger  plan  does  not  have 
quotas  but  only  stipulates  that  both  merg- 
ing units  be  represented,  which  the  ruling 
said  would  be  required  in  any  such  merger, 
whether  or  not  race  were  involved. 

On  the  matter  of  "equitable  attitudes" 
which  it  specified  in  the  April  decision,  the 
council  said  that  "one  criterion  for  deter- 
mining such  equitability  would  be  the  ex- 
perience of  these  persons  in  the  con- 
ferences which  are  being  merged." 

Beyond  this,  the  council  warned  the 
conferences  "quite  emphatically"  that 
their  structure  procedures  need  to  "travel  a 
two-way  street."  It  declared,  "We  cannot 
stress  too  strongly  that  de  facto  exclusion 
is  no  more  acceptable  than  de  jure  in- 
clusion." 

Terrace  Hotel 
To  Be  Razed 

LAKE  JUNALUSKA,  N.C.  (UMI)- 
Plans  to  replace  the  half-century-old  Ter- 
race Hotel  here  with  a  hotel-conference 
center  complex  took  another  step  here 
Oct.  26.  Trustees  expressed  hope  that  the 
new  facilities  might  be  in  use  in  another 
two  years. 

The  trustees  of  Lake  Junaluska  As- 
sembly made  this  project  third  priority  for 
funds  from  the  Junaluska  Advancement 
Fund,  authorized  in  July  by  the  Southeast- 
ern Jurisdictional  Conference  of  the  United 


Methodist  Church.  It  will  demand  the 
largest  share  in  the  $3  million  fund  which 
is  to  be  raised  over  the  coming  four  years. 

Officers  were  instructed  to  secure 
architectural  renderings  for  a  structure  to 
house  250-300  persons  along  with  a  variety 
of  meeting  rooms,  on  the  site  of  the  pre- 
sent frame  structure.  Action  from  that 
point  depends  on  acceptance  of  the  plans 
plus  suitable  financing,  according  to  the 
Rev.  Edgar  H.  Nease,  executive  director  of 
the  assembly. 

At  the  meeting  conducted  by  W.  Hugh 
Massie,  Waynesville,  N.C.  trustee  president, 
the  board  learned  that  about  one-third  of 
the  work  has  been  completed  on  priority 
one,  sewage  disposal  and  pollution  abate- 
ment, and  applications  are  pending  for 
further  work,  hopefully  to  be  finished  by 
mid-1974.  Second  priority  is  dredging  of 
the  silt-filled  lake,  where  work  has  not  yet 
started. 

Other  board  officers  elected  in  August 
are  Bishop  H.  Ellis  Finger,  Jr.,  Nashville, 
Tenn.,  and  Robert  Caldwell,  Gastonia, 
N.C,  vice  chairmen;  the  Rev.  Lee  F. 
Tuttle,  Lake  Junaluska,  secretary;  George 
Finch,  Thomasville,  N.C,  assistant  secre- 
tary; Dr.  Mease,  executive  secretary-treasur- 
er. 


CHURCH  FURNITURE 


Paws 
Pulpits 
Alton 
Fonts 
Screens 
Lecterns 
Reading  Stands 
Offering  Plates 
Chairs 

Tables    catalog  o 

REQUEST 

CARR1KER  CHURCH 
FURNITURE  CO. 
Box  220,  Monroe,  N.  C.  281 10 

MEMBER  CHURCH  FURNITURE 
MANUFACTURERS  ASSOCIATION 
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Weaver  To  Retire 
From  Methodist  College 


F  A Y  E T T EVILLE— Methodist  College 
President  L.  Stacy  Weaver  announced  Nov. 
1  his  plans  for  retirement  by  the  end  of 
this  fiscal  year.  The  announcement  came 
during  the  Methodist  College  sixteenth 
Founders'  Day  Assembly  in  Reeves  Audi- 
torium at  10:30. 

President  Weaver  pointed  out  that  hav- 
ing reached  the  age  as  specified  for  retire- 
ment by  the  college  by-laws  he  will  step 
down  by  June  30,  1973.  "At  a  later  time  I 
shall  express  to  the  Board  of  Trustees, 
administrative  officers,  faculty,  students, 
employees,  and  other  interested  friends  the 
appreciation  which  I  feel  for  the  assistance 
which  they  have  given  in  building  Meth- 
odist College  and  bringing  it  to  its  present 
state  of  development."  At  the  close  of  the 
current  year,  Dr.  Weaver  will  have  com- 
pleted 50  years  in  education  almost  equally 
divided  between  public  and  higher  edu- 
cation. 

His  career  in  education  began  when  he 
received  his  A.B.  degree  from  Trinity  Col- 
lege (Duke)  and  his  M.A.  degree  from 


Columbia  University.  Honorary  degrees  off 
Litt.  D.  from  High  Point  College  and  LLD. 
from  Duke  University  have  been  bestowed! 
upon  Weaver. 

In  past  years  Dr.  Weaver  was  president 
of  Rutherford  College  and  Mountain  Park, 
Junior  College.  Before  coming  to  MC  he' 
was   superintendent  of  the  Statesville 
and  Durham  City  Schools  respectively. 

Under  his  guidance  the  campus  master  r 
plan  at  Methodist  College  has  been  com- 
pleted ~with  the  exception  of  the  presi- 
dent's residence  and  an  additional  physical  I 
education  building.  As  the  first,  and  only/ 
president  of  the  college,  he  has  been  instru- 
mental in  the  development  of  the  college 
from  its  infancy  to  the  viable  institution 
which  it  now  is. 

Dr.  Weaver  has  been  a  district  lay  leader 
in  the  North  Carolina  and  Western  North 
Carolina  Conferences  of  the  United  Meth- 
odist Church.  During  this  period  he  was  a  i 
representative  from  the  North  Carolina' 
Conference  to  six  General  Conferences  of 
the  Church  and  their  corresponding  juris- 
dictional conferences. 

In  addition,  President  Weaver  spent  12' 
years  on  the  Southeastern  Jurisdictional 
Council  Committee  on  Education,  foun 
years  of  that  time  serving  as  chairman. 
During  his  chairmanship  the  One  Per  Cent 
plan  for  the  support  of  ministerial  edu- 
cation at  Candler  School  of  Theology  andJ 
Duke  University  Divinity  School  was  insti- 
tuted. The  plan,  which  has  been  extended 
to   the   entire  Methodist   Church  and 
doubled  to  two  per  cent,  has  been  called 
the  most  significant  factor  in  ministerial 
education  in  the  Church  today. 


Quality  Church  Windows 


HIGH  POINT 
GLASS  Cr  DECORATIVE  CO. 

A.  W.  Klemme,  Pres.  &  Mgr. 
Box  101  High  Point,  N.  C. 

Fiberglass  Baptistries  &  Spires 
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ELON  COLLEGE 

A  Christian,  co-educational,  liberal  arts  col- 
lege offering  the  A.B.  degree  with  20  majors 
and  the  B.S.  degree  in  music  education  and 
radiologic  technology. 

ELON  COLLEGE,  N.  C.  27244 


STAINED  GLASS  WINDOWS 

DIRECT  ARTIST  TO  CUSTOMER  TRANSACTIONS 


SKETCHES  &  BUDGET  PRICES  ON  REQUEST 
ALL  STYLES  LEADED  GLASS  -  FACETED  GLASS 
EXPERIENCED  SINCE  1946 


GENTRY    STAINED    GLASS  STUDIOS 

P.O.  BOX  4022      WINSTON-SAIEM,  N.  C 
PHONE  969-5000 


V  «,  000 


SOUTHEASTERN  EQUIPMENT  CO. 


Chairs  and  tables  in  com- 
plete range  of  sizes  for  every 
Church  need.  Steel  and  wood 
folding  chairs,  folding  ban- 
quet tables,  speakers'  stands 
Also  office  desks  and 
chairs.  Write  for  infor- 
mation. 


SILER  CITY,  NORTH  CAROLINA 


Nixon  Asks  Americans 
To  Read  Bible 

NEW  YORK-President  Nixon  called  on 
all  Americans  to  join  in  observing  National 
Bible  Week  Nov.  19-26  and  make  the  tea- 
chings of  the  Scriptures  "the  touchstone  of 
their  lives." 

Mr.  Nixon  issued  a  statement  on  the 
value  of  Scripture-reading  in  his  role  as 
honorary  chairman  of  the  32nd  annual 
Bible  Week,  which  takes  place  during 
Thanksgiving  Week  in  conjunction  with  the 
nation's  only  nonsectarian  religious  obser- 
vance. 

Bible  Week  is  sponsored  by  the  inde- 
pendent, nonprofit  Laymen's  National 
Bible  Committee,  which  held  the  first 
observance  on  Pearl  Harbor  Sunday  in 
1941. 

Mr.  Nixon  placed  particular  emphasis 
on  Bible-reading  by  young  people,  who  are 
the  focus  of  a  special  advertising  campaign 
being  conducted  to  encourage  participation 
in  Bible  Week. 

"There  are  times  in  the  lives  of  each  one 
of  us  when  the  inner  strength  by  which  we 
face  our  daily  challenges  must  be  replen- 
ished and  refreshed,"  Mr.  Nixon  said. 
"There  is  no  finer  source  for  such  revival  of 
our  spirits  than  the  Holy  Writ." 

He  emphasized  that  there  is  a  "wealth 
of  sustenance  and  inspiration"  in  the  Bible, 
which  offers  "immeasurable  comfort"  to 
those  seeking  its  wisdom.  It  will  be  appro- 
priate during  Bible  Week  for  Americans  of 
all  ages  to  be  "reawakened  to  the  gain  and 
the  good  that  can  derive  from  frequent 
reading  and  devotion  to  the  Scriptures,"  he 
added. 

Referring  to  the  value  of  the  Bible  in 
the  lives  of  young  people,  he  declared  that 
it  is  especially  fitting  to  provide  them  with 
a  full  opportunity  "to  grow  in  appreciation 
of  the  Word  of  God"  so  they  can  be  better 
equipped  "to  do  His  work  on  earth  for  the 
good  of  all  mankind." 

The  Bible  Week  campaign  in  newspapers 
and  magazines  also  will  make  a  special 
appeal  to  youth.  (See  back  page.) 


THE  VERNON  EQUIPMENT 
CO.,  INC. 

PEWS-CARPETS 
OFFICE  &  CLASSROOM  FURNITURE 
P.  O.  Box  5484  High  Point,  N.  C.  27262 

Phone  (919)  885-4615 


FOR  UNITED  METHODISTS 

OF  NORTH  CAROLINA 
THERE  IS  NO  SUBSTITUTE 
FOR  THE 
NORTH  CAROLINA 
CHRISTIAN  ADVOCATE 
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To  Whom  Do  We  Go  For  Help 


by  N.  W.  GRANT 


Positions 

(Local  Church  Chairmen 
and  District  Chairmen) 

1.  Church  and  Society: 

Social  Issues  (Drugs)  (Alcohol) 
General  Welfare  (Poverty)  Ecology) 
Human  Relations  (Race)  (Prejudice) 
World  Peace  (War) 

2.  Communications: 

N.  C.  Advocate  (Program  Supplement) 
General  Advocate 
Together  Magazine 

TRAFCO  (Film  &  Film  Strip)-Please  contact 


3.  Ecumenical  &  Interreligious  Concerns 
World  Council  of  Churches 
National  Council  of  Churches 

N.  C.  Council  of  Churches 
COCU 

4.  Education 

Church  School  Literature 
Teacher  Training  (Lab  Schools) 
Service  to  Churches  of  Small 

Membership 
Leadership  Development 
Christian  Educators  (DCE) 
Learning  Center  (Formerly  SEJ 


Source  of  Assistance 
These  persons  are  located  in  The 
Methodist  Building,  Raleigh,  N.C. 
1307  Glenwood  Avenue,  27605 

1.  Mr.  John  M.  Meares 
P.O.Box  10955-Raleigh 
Telephone  828  0568 


2.  Dr.  N.W.Grant 
P.O.Box  10955-Raleigh 
Telephone  834^010 

Mrs.  Allan  H.  Brock 
P.O.Box  10955-Raleigh 
Telephone  834-1456 

3.  Rev.  E.  R.  Porter 

P.  O.  Box  10955-Raleigh 
Telephone  834-8678 


Dr.  C.  P.  Morris 
P.O.Box  10955-Raleigh 
Telephone  834-3035 
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Leadership  School) 

5.  Evangelism 

Key  73 

Confirmation  Training 

Bishop  Meets  Young  Methodists 

6.  Health  and  Welfare 
Home  For  Children 
Retirement  Home 
Golden  Cross 

SEMAR  (Southeastern  Methodist 
Agency  for  Retarded) 

7.  Higher  Education 

College  Support 
College  Enrollment 
College  Day 

Emergency  Appeal  For  Bennett  College 

8.  Interpretation  (Finance) 
General  Conference  Budget 
Annual  Conference  Budget 
Special  Offerings 

9.  Missions 
Advance  Specials 
Churchwide  Studies 
Itineration  of  Mission  Interpreters 
Church  Extension  ($10  Club) 
Parish  Development 
Consultation  on  Building  &  Loans 

10.  Stewardship 

Every  Member  Canvas 
Basis  For  Tithe 
Gifts  and  Wills 

11.  Worship 

Bishop's  Meeting  With  Young  Methodists 
Workshop  on  Worship  &  Stewardship 

12.  Enlistment  For  Church  Occupations 
Guidance  Center  At  Wesleyan  College 
Enlistment  Questionnaires 

Use  of  Lay  Rally  Offering 
Questions  concerning  the  Ministry 
from  Enlistment  to  Retirement 

13.  Religion  and  Race 
Evidences  of  Racism 

Annual  Conference  Recommendations 

Item  105-124 
Black  and  Indian  History 

14.  Children's  Ministries 
Vacation  Church  School 
Music  Festival 
Handbell  Festival 

Infant  and  Child  Day  Care 

15.  Youth  Ministries 


5.  Rev.  E.  R.Porter 

P.O.  Box  10955-Raleigh 
Telephone  834-8678 

6.  Rev.  E.  R.Porter 

P.  O.  Box  10955-Raleigh 
Telephone  834-8678 


7.  Dr.  C.  P.  Morris 

P.  O.  Box  10955-Raleigh 
Telephone  834-3035 


8.  Dr.N.  W.Grant 

P.O.Box  10955-Raleigh 


9.  Rev.  E.  R.  Porter 

P.  O.  Box  10955-Raleigh 
Telephone  834-8678 


10.  Rev.  O.  L.  Hathaway 

P.  O.  Box  10644-Raleigh 
Telephone  828-0328 

1 1 .  Rev.  F.  B.  Joyner 

P.  O.  Box  10955-Raleigh 
Telephone  828-0568 

12.  Dr.  N.W.Grant 

P.  O.  Box  10955-Raleigh 
Telephone  834-4010 


13.  Mr.  John  M.  Meares 
P.  O.  Box  10955-Raleigh 
Telephone  828-0568 


14.  Rev.  F.  B.  Joyner 

P.  O.  Box  10955-Raleigh 
Telephone  828-0568 


15.  Rev.  F.  B.  Joyner 
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16. 


17. 


A.C.S. 

Jr.  High  and  Sr.  High  Workshops 
Rally  Day 

U.  N.  Washington  Study  Tour 
Explore  Week-end 
State  Government  Study  Tour 
Youth  Music  Workshop 
Adult  and  Family  Ministries 
Family  Camping 

New  Adult  Curriculum  "Our  Living  Bible" 
Studies  For  Adults  (All  areas) 
Camping 

All  questions  concerning: 
Conference  Camps 
Camp  Program 


P.  0.  Box  10955-Raleigh 
Telephone  828-0568 


16.  Mr.  John  M.  Meares 

P.  0.  Box  10955-Raleigh 
Telephone  828-0568 

17.  Rev.  R.  Keith  Glover 

P.  0.  Box  10955-Raleigh 
Telephone  828-0568 


CH1LDIWS 


(F.  Belton  Joyner,  Jr.) 


TELLING  IS  NOT  TEACHING: 
HEARING  IS  NOT  LEARNING 

Looking  for  some  new  kinds  of  learning 
experiences  for  boys  and  girls?  Here  are  a 
couple  of  ideas: 

"We  Can't  Swim  There  No  More  At  All" 
is  a  gathering  of  photographs  and  records 
to  explore  ecological  concerns  for  elemen- 
tary children.  The  suggestion  sheet  des- 
cribes numerous  ways  of  using  the  re- 
sources, including  a  number  of  games.  This 
set  rents  from  TRAFCO  (Box  10955, 
Raleigh)  for  one  dollar. 

"Ecclesia"  is  an  educational  game  which 
can  be  used  by  persons  from  the  fourth 
grade  on  up  (including  adults.)  In  playing 
this  game  (which  takes  two  and  one-half 
hours)  persons  wrestle  with  key  issues  in 
expressing  the  Christian  faith  in  today's 
world.  The  mission  of  the  Church  is  tested 
against  "real-life"  situations.  The  game 
rents  from  TRAFCO  (Box  10955,  Raleigh) 
for  one  dollar. 


HOW  TO  AND  WHAT  WITH 
FOR  PRE-SCHOOL  TEACHERS 
Pre-school  teachers  sometimes 


feel 


limited  in  what  creative  activities  they  can: 
use  with  boys  and  girls.  If  the  problem  i< 
not  knowing  how  to  do  some  of  the  crea- 
tive things  or  not  having  funds  to  buy  thet 
expensive  resources  needed,  here  is  a  help! 
"Portable  Workshop  for  Pre-school  Tea-: 
cheis"  is  available  from  Cokesbury...a  little 
expensive. ..$7.50... but  it  is  the  sort  of 
thing  that  saves  money  in  the  long  run.  The- 
"Workshop"  contains  ten  booklets  giving 
good  instructions  for  all  kinds  of  creative 
activities  for  pre-school  children,  and  then, 
wonder  of  wonders,  it  tells  how  a  teacher 
can  prepare  her  own  resources  very  inex- 
pensively  ...be  it  fingerpaint,  clay,  musical 
instruments,  toys  and  games.  This  would 
be  a  good  resource  for  a  church  library. 

NEED  IDEAS 

FOR  CHRISTMAS  SHOPPING? 

Cokesbury  (Fifth  and  Grace  Streets, 
Richmond,  Virginia  23216)  offers  a  free 
leaflet  of  ideas  for  Christmas  gifts  for 
children.  Ask  them  for  "Christmas  Shop- 
per." Teachers  who  want  to  give  a  gift  to 
each  child  in  the  class  will  rejoice  to  fmd 
suggestions  of  inexpensive  books  and  puz- 
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zles  and  novelties. ..many  with  the  Christ- 
mas theme  emphasized. 

DEVELOPING  THE  CHURCH-WIDE 
STUDIES  WITH  CHILDREN 

There  are  a  number  of  resources  for 
children  on  the  themes  of  the  Church-wide 
Studies.  All  of  these  items  are  available 
from  Cokesbury,  Fifth  and  Grace  Streets, 
Richmond,  Virginia  23216. 
Faith  and  Justice: 

"Ways  to  Teach  Children  Racial  Under- 
standing in  the  1970s"  (IV-VI) 

"The  Case  of  the  Door-Openers  vs.  the 
Fence-Builders"  (IV-VI) 

"Doors— Not  Fences"  (Teachers'  guide) 
(IV-VI) 

"Su?an  Comes  Through  the  Fire"  (I-III) 
"Teachers'  Guide  for  Susan  Comes 

Through  the  Fire"  (I-III) 

India 

"The  Secret  of  the  Drumstick  Tree" 

(Mii) 

"How  India  Feeds  the  Hungry" 
(Teachers'  guide)  (I-III) 

"Come  Inside  India"  (IV-VI) 

"India:  The  Church  Lives  by  Worship" 
(Teachers'  guide)  (IV-VI) 


Youth  Ministry 

PUT  ANOTHER  LOG  ON  THE 
FIRE. ..AND  START 
PLANNING  YOUR  SUMMER 

Dates  are  now  available  for  some  of  the 
1973  summer  opportunities  in  youth 
ministry.  The  Appalachian  Trail  Hike  will 
be  June  9-16.  Senior  High  Workshop  will 
be  June  25-30  at  North  Carolina  Wesleyan 
College  (note  this  date  early  in  the  sum- 
mer). The  Youth  Music  Workshop  will  be 
at  Methodist  College,  June  18-23.  A.  C.  S. 


(at  Methodist  College)  will  be  July  15-20. 
Junior  High  Workshop  will  be  August 
14-17  at  North  Carolina  Wesleyan  College. 
The  dates  are  not  yet  set  for  the  Red  Cross 
Aquatics  School. 

NEW  RESOURCES  FOR 
BIBLE  STUDY 

Plans  are  well  underway  for  the  first 
unit  of  the  new  Youth  Bible  Series,  which 
will  be  available  in  September  1973— a 
three-month  overview  of  the  Bible.  Fol- 
lowing the  introductory  unit,  the  first 
portion  of  a  two-part  study  of  the  life  of 
Jesus  will  be  available  for  use  in  the 
December-  January-February  quarter  of 
1973-1974.  Thereafter,  two  new  units  of 
study  will  be  available  at  six-month  inter- 
vals until  eleven  units  have  been  published. 
All  units  will  be  undated  and  will  be  avail- 
able continuously  after  publication.  The 
Bible  will  be  the  major  text  and  resource 
for  the  study.  The  resources  will  be 
broadly  graded  so  that  any  youth  group 
composed  of  persons  in  the  seventh 
through  the  twelfth  grades  may  use  them. 
Some  churches  in  our  conference  are  tak- 
ing part  in  the  pre-testing  of  these  mater- 
ials. 

HELPS  FOR  PLANNING 
YOUTH  MINISTRY 

Three  new  tapes  in  TRAFCO  can  help 
you  design  effective  youth  ministry  "Crea- 
tive Ministry  with  Junior  Highs"  and 
"Creative  Ministry  with  Senior  Highs" 
explore  ways  a  local  group  can  develop 
meaningful  ministries  that  meet  real  needs 
of  real  youth.  The  cassette  tapes  give  dir- 
ections for  discussions  and  experiences 
which  will  assist  youth  and  adults  working 
together  in  planning.  Another  tape  is 
"Creative  Retreats"  and  is  to  be  used  by 
the  planning  team  for  youth  retreat.  After 
completing  the  process  outlined  on  the 
tape,  the  team  ought  to  be  ready  to  carry 
on  a  significant  youth  retreat.  Each  of 
these  tapes  is  prepared  by  Dennis  Benson 
and  rents  from  TRAFCO  for  $1.00.  Write 
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TRAFCO,  P.  O.  Box  10955,  Raleigh, 
North  Carolina  27605. 

RESOURCES  FOR 
ECOLOGY  DISCUSSIONS 

Whether  you  want  some  clever  bumper 
stickers  or  a  leaflet  of  practical  "what  you 
can  do"  hints,  one  governmental  agency 
has  available  a  number  of  free  resources  on 
ecology.  Write  United  States  Environ- 
mental Protection  Agency,  Rocky  Moun- 
tain Prairie  Region,  Office  of  Public 
Affairs,  P.  O.  Box  2999,  Denver,  Colorado 
80201.  Youth  groups  looking  for  some 
action  projects  will  find  help  here. 

THE  YOU  MINISTRY 

The  motion  picture  on  conferencewide 
youth  ministry  opportunities  in  the  North 
Carolina  Conference  premiered  at  Youth 
Rally  Day  in  October.  It  is  being  revised 
for  release  and  should  soon  be  available. 
Contact  TRAFCO  if  you  want  to  get  on 
the  waiting  list:  TRAFCO,  P.  0.  Box 
10955,  Raleigh,  North  Carolina  27605. 
The  film  is  entitlted  "The  You  Ministry," 
and  captures  scenes  from  Trail  Hike, 
U.N.-Washington  Study  Tour,  Rally  Day, 
Youth  Music  Workshop,  Aquatics  Camp, 
Junior  High  Workshop,  Senior  High  Work- 
shop, and  A.C.S. 

New  Trafco  Films 

TRAFCO  A-V  Library  has  added  several 
new  filmstrips  and  1 6mm  films. 
PERSON  TO  PERSON,  PERSON  WITH 
PERSON  73  frames,  SFS 

This  filmstrip  tells  the  story  of  the  crea- 
tive, holistic  special  ministry  of  the  Rob- 
eson County  Church  and  Community 
Center.  This  ministry  is  helping  the 
churches  of  Robeson  County  to  become 
more  involved  in  the  ministry  of  the  whole 
Gospel  to  the  whole  man  in  the  whole 
community  with  the  whole  church. 

Youth-Adults 

WHO  CARES  80  frames  SFS 

This  1 1  minute  color  filmstrip  tells  the 
story  of  world  needs  and  church  responses. 
It  speaks  of  destruction  and  suffering,  but 


also  of  rebuilding  and  hope.  Illustration 
include  East  Pakistan,  India,  Nigeria,  SouU 
Vietnam,  Peru,  Greece  and  Brazil.  Ij 
describes  what  United  Methodist  Commil 
tee  for  Overseas  Relief  and  Church  Worl< 
Services  are  doing  to  help  stricken  people 
Protestants  support  this  effort  through 
ONE  GREAT  HOUR  OF  SHARING. 
Youth-Adults 

TRAFCO  has  several  new  films  liste<< 
and  described  in  the  new  catalogue  and  onu 
that  is  not.  They  are: 
CLOWN 

COMING  OF  A  STRANGER 

TEA  FOR  ELSA  10  minutes,  B&W 

An  ironic  allegory  of  apathy  and  nonin 
volvement.  Some  audiences  see  the  satire  m 
humorous;  others  see  it  as  a  serious  com 
mentary  on  our  unwillingness  to  become 
involved  with  other  human  beings  whe< 
need  us.  Excellent  discussion  starter.  Thi; 
film  fits  right  into  the  Faith  and  Justice 
Mission  Study. 
Youth-Adults 

New  Resources 
Available  For 
Local  Church 
Leaders 

LEADERSHIP  DEVELOPMENT 
RESOURCE  SYSTEM 

Pastors,  directors  of  Christian  edu- 
cation, church  school  administrators,  andi 
local  church  leaders  will  be  interested  in 
the  new  Leadership  Development  Resource 
System.  This  new  series  contains  eight 
manuals.  The  series  is  versatile,  yet  offers 
specific  suggestions  and  aids  for  developing 
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a  leadership  program  in  the  local  church. 
Leadership  Development  Resource  System 
is  available  for  distribution  from  Service 
Department,  Board  of  Education,  P.  O. 
Box  871 ,  Nashville,  Tennessee  37302. 

The  eight  manuals  designed  to  help 
guide  local  churches  to  build  a  strong 
leadership  program  are: 

"Handbook:  Finding  and  Training 
Leaders  in  the  Local  Church"  by  Harold  D. 
Minor— presents  the  basic  plan  of  the  task 
of  leadership  development.  (7900-BC)  60c1 

"Designing  Your  System  for  Leadership 
Development"  by  George  E.  Koehler- 
presents  methods  for  a  local  church  to 
follow  in  organizing  for  leader  develop- 
ment. (7901 -BC)  60^ 

"Developing  and  Maintaining  a  Person- 
nel Information  System"  by  J.  Irvin 
McDonough-offers  guidance  in  establishing 
and  maintaining  a  personnel  inventory 
system  appropriate  to  the  needs  of  the 
local  church.  (7902-BC)  60^ 

"Recruiting  and  Assigning  Leaders"  by 
John  D.  Rozeboon— gives  guidance  in 
recruiting  and  assigning  leaders,  and  work- 
book space  to  develop  individual  plans. 
(7903-BC)  60^ 

"Training  Teachers  and  Group  Leaders" 
by  Rosalie  Jenkins  Lawson— provides  gui- 
dance for  the  training  of  teachers  and 
leaders  (7904-BC)  60c1 

"Training  People  to  be  Administrators 
and  Supervisors"  by  Edwin  T.  Upton- 
guides  the  local  church  in  the  preparation 
of  volunteer  leaders  for  administrative  and 
supervisory  tasks.  (7905-BC)  60tf 

"Training  Board,  Council,  and  Com- 
mission Members"  by  Joseph  Taylor- 
guides  the  training  of  persons  participating 
in  board,  council,  and  commission  respon- 
sibilities. (7906-BC)  60i 

"Training  Leaders  for  Community 
Ministry"  by  William  R.  Voelkel-presents 
methods  for  training  and  equipping  volun- 
j  teer  leaders  for  community  service. 
|  (7907-BC)  60c1 

1  A  "Complete  Set  of  Leader  Develop- 
ment Resource  System"  (7908-BC)  is  avail- 
able for  $4.95  per  set.  Also,  a  flyer  is 
available  free  of  charge  from  the  Service 


Department  describing  the  Leader  Develop- 
ment Resource  System. 
A  NEW  SERVICE  FROM  THE 
DIVISION  OF  THE  LOCAL  CHURCH 

Beginning  with  this  Christmas  season, 
the  Division  of  the  Local  Church  is  pre- 
miering  a  new  service.  At  intervals  during 
each  year,  reviews  of  selected  plays  will  be 
made  available  for  use  by  local  churches 
interested  in  drama  as  a  form  of  worship 
and  celebration.  These  reviews  are  written 
to  give  church  leaders  a  detailed  preview  of 
the  play  and  information  regarding  where 
the  scripts  may  be  obtained  and  costs  of 
materials  for  production. 

The  first  four  play  reviews  have  been 
written  by  James  H.  Warren  of  Scarritt 
College  for  use  during  the  Christmas  sea- 
son. The  titles  are:  A  Christmas  Carol;  The 
Business  of  Good  Government;  Emman- 
uel; and  Christmas  in  the  Marketplace. 

Copies  of  these  reviews  may  be  ob- 
tained at  a  cost  of  lOc'  each  from  the  Ser- 
vice Department,  Board  of  Education,  P. 
O.  Box  871,  Nashville,  Tennessee  37202,  as 
follows: 

A  Christmas  Carol  (9102-C)  -  lOtf  each 
The  Business  of  Good  Government 

(9101-C)  -  104  each 

Emmanuel  (9103-C)  -  104  each 
Christmas  in  the  Marketplace  (9100-C) 

—  1  Oc'  each 

Play  Review  Order  Forms  may  be 

obtained  free  of  charge  from  the  Service 

Department. 

C.P.Morris 

Associate  Director-Nurture  and  Training 
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Junaluska  Meetings  Start  Next  Week 


LAKE  JUNALUSKA,  N.C -Lake  Junaluska  Assembly  has  announced  plans  for  two 
Junaluska  Singers  Concerts  and  nine  District  Meetings  to  tell  Methodists  of  The  North 
Carolina  Annual  Conference  the  exciting  Junaluska  Story  and  to  inform  them  of  the 
Junaluska  Advancement  Program. 

In  announcing  these  meetings,  Dr.  E.  H.  Nease,  Jr.,  Executive  Director,  stated:  "We 
believe  that  Lake  Junaluska  Assembly  is  vital  to  Methodism  and  we  simply  want  others  to 
see  and  sense  and  know  this  concern  for  a  better  Assembly." 

The  Junaluska  Singers  will  appear  in  concert  Friday  night,  Nov.  24,  at  Edenton 
Street  Church,  Raleigh,  and  on  Saturday  night,  Nov.  25,  at  Front  Street  Church, 
Burlington. 

Known  for  their  ability  to  sing,  not  only  great  anthems  of  the  church,  but  also 
selections  from  Mozart  to  Gershwin,  from  folk  songs  to  Broadway,  the  Junaluska  Singers 
are  the  official  music  group  of  the  Lake  Junaluska  Methodist  Assembly.  They  are  under 
the  direction  of  Glenn  Draper. 

Assisting  Dr.  Nease  in  these  events  will  be  G.  Waylon  Cooke,  Director  of  Operations 
and  Promotion,  for  the  Assembly  and  a  member  of  the  North  Carolina  Annual 
Conference. 

The  schedule  is  as  follows: 

Friday  —  November  24th  —  Raleigh  and  Durham  Districts 

Junaluska  Singers  Concert 
Edenton  Street  United  Methodist  Church 
Raleigh,  North  Carolina 

Saturday  —  November  25th  —  Burlington  District 

Junaluska  Singers  Concert 

Front  Street  United  Methodist  Church 

Burlington,  North  Carolina 

Monday  -  November  27th  -  Rocky  Mount  District 

First  United  Methodist  Church 
Rocky  Mount,  North  Carolina 


Elizabeth  City  District 
City  Road  United  Methodist  Church 
Elizabeth  City,  North  Carolina 
Tuesday  —  November  28th  —  Goldsboro  District 

St.  Paul  United  Methodist  Church 
Goldsboro,  North  Carolina 


New  Bern  District 
First  United  Methodist  Church 
Havelock,  North  Carolina 
Wednesday  —  November  29th  —  Greenville  District 

Jarvis  Memorial  United  Methodist  Church 
Greenville,  North  Carolina 


Wilmington  District 

Trinity  United  Methodist  Church 

Wilmington,  North  Carolina 
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Thursday  -  November  30th  - 


Friday  —  December  1st  — 


Each  event  will  begin  at  7:30  P.M. 


Adult  Ministry 

John  M.  Meares 

Substitute  study  in  Christian  Faith  in 
Life  Series.  Key  to  Luke,  a  two-part  study 
of  the  Gospel  of  Luke,  is  being  recom- 
mended to  adult  groups  in  place  of  the 
Christian  Faith  in  Life  Series  unit  originally 
planned  under  the  title  of  By  Whose 
Authority.  By  Whose  Authority  was  sche- 
duled for  March-April-May,  1973,  but  the 
writer  was  unable  to  complete  his  manu- 
script. 

Key  to  Luke  undergirds  the  Key  73  pro- 
gram. Key  73  is  an  interdenominational 
movement  to  encourage  greater  emphasis 
on  witnessing  to  the  Christian  gospel.  Key 
to  Luke  is  in  two  parts.  Part  1  deals  with 
Luke  1:1-9:50  and  will  first  be  used  for 
Advent  1972.  Part  II  will  deal  with  Luke 
9:51—24:3,  and  will  be  especially  appro- 
priate for  use  in  Lent,  1973.  Both  Parts  I 
and  II  contain  (1)  a  weekly  set  of  daily 
Bible  readings,  with  a  brief  summary  of 
each;  (2)  a  section  in  workbook  format 
that  raises  questions  to  help  persons  search 
for  significant  names,  places,  events  and 
meanings. 

The  study  of  Key  to  Luke  could  serve 
as  an  introduction  to  the  new  Our  Living 
Bible  Series,  which  begins  in  September 
1973.  Key  to  Luke,  Part  I,  is  available  from 
Cokesbury  for  40  cents;  Key  to  Luke,  Part 
II,  will  be  available  from  Cokesbury  for  50 
cents  on  January  1 ,  1973. 

Basic  Education  Series:  Two  new 
manuals  in  the  Basic  Education  Series  will 


Fayetteville  District 

Hay  Street  United  Methodist  Church 

Fayetteville,  North  Carolina 


Sanford  District 

Steele  Street  United  Methodist  Church 
Sanford,  North  Carolina 
Rockingham  District 
First  United  Methodist  Church 
Rockingham,  North  Carolina 


be  published  in  the  near  future.  The  titles 
are:  Educational  Ministry  with  Adults 
(4100  BC)  by  Roy  H.  Ryan.  $1.  This 
manual  will  help  you  understand  the  condi- 
tions under  which  adults  grow  -  and  the 
place  of  Christian  education  for  adults. 
Ministry  with  Young  Adults  in  the  Local 
Church  (6335-BC)  by  Lander  Beal.  A 
manual  designed  to  assist  the  local  church 
in  organizing  and  building  a  program  for 
young  adults.  These  manuals  are  available 
from:  Service  Department,  Board  of 
Education,  P.  O.  Box  871 ,  Nashville,  Tenn. 
37202.  $1  each. 

Music  Ministry 


RECORDS,  ANYONE? 

Twenty  records  have  been  added  to  the 
TRAFCO  collection  and  you  might  just 
find  the  one  you  need  for  a  musical  pro- 
gram or  to  help  your  choir  learn  a  new 
arrangement  of  a  familiar  hymn  or  to  enjoy 
as  part  of  a  music  party.  The  albums  range 
from  "Charles  Wesley's  Hymns  on  Pipe 
Organ"  to  the  Medical  Mission  Sisters 
singing  "Joy  is  Like  the  Rain"  to  "The 
Holly  and  the  Ivy,"  a  collection  of  Christ- 
mas music.  Many  of  these  albums  were  part 
of  the  "Word  and  Music"  radio  series 
sponsored  by  The  United  Methodist 
Church  a  couple  of  years  ago.  For  a  com- 
plete listing,  write  TRAFCO,  Box  10955, 
Raleigh,  North  Carolina  27605.  (Rental  fee 
is  $1.00  per  album.) 
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WOMEN'S  NEWS 

Western  North  Carolina  Conference 

Fran  Ruark  Lindsey 


"Women  have  done  it  again!!  'Dipped 
into  the  future  as  far  as  human  eye  could 
see'  and  rearranged  their  organization 
according  to  what  they  see.  Apparently  the 
old  concept  of  WSCS  and  guilds  will  give 
way  to  the  NEW- United  Methodist 
Women.  I  hear  you  have  a  new  button 
reading  "Celebrate  the  New".  Bring  me  one 
and  I'll  wear  it  on  my  robe  Sunday.  Inter- 
pretation Teams  are  going  all  over  explain- 
ing the  new  concept.  Here  they  are  for  our 

District  'The  old  order  changeth, 

yielding  place  to  new,  and  God  fulfils 
Himself  in  many  ways,  Lest  one  good  cus- 
tom should  corrupt  the  world—'  Tennyson, 

Morte  D' Arthur   (copied  from  the 

Mt.  Holly,  First  United  Methodist  Church 
MESSENGER). 

A  wonderful  response  from  a  minister, 
and  as  you  know  they  are  first  important 
members  of  the  joint  executive  meetings 
which  plan  the  PLANNING-STEERING 
COMMITTEE  and  they  are  also  important 
members  of  this  committee  which  plans  on 
the  transition  from  OLD  to  NEW.  The 
minister  is  also  important  in  the 
CELEBRATION  after  which  time  we  wear 
our  commemorative  buttons  and  he  is  on 
the  new  executive  committee  for  he  is  a 
bona-fide  member  of  United  Methodist 
Women  when  it  is  organized  in  the  local 
church. 


DO  YOU  KNOW?  All  conference 
officers  are  members  of  the  EXECUTIVE 
Committee  in  their  respective  district  and 
should  be  notified  of  meetings,  which  will 
be  joint  society-guild  from  now  until  spring 
meetings.  All  district  and  conference 
officers  are  members  of  their  local  church 


women's  executive  committees  and  should 
be  invited  when  notified  of  all  meetings. 
The  District  Superintendent  is  a  member 
also  of  the  District  Executive  Committee 

and  important  to  its  planning. 

*  *  * 

Mrs.  Murphy  Nelson,  president  of  the 
Women's  Society  of  Christian  Service,  re- 
cently announced  the  following  list  of  re- 
presentatives to  affiliate  organizations  in 
which  our  Conference  organization  has  res- 
ponsibility and  participation: 

NORTH  CAROLINA  FAMILY  LIFE 
COUNCIL,  Mrs.  Jerald  Jasperse. 

CHURCH  WOMEN  UNITED,  Board  of 
Directors,  Mrs.  Ray  Simpson,  Jr.,  Mrs.  Jas. 
E.  Smith.  Representatives  to  Annual  Meet- 
ing of  CHURCH  WOMEN  UNITED,  Mrs. 
Flectcher  Nelson,  Miss  Ronda  Robbins, 
Mrs.  Orell  Lineberger,  Mrs.  L.  P.  Dixon, 
Mrs.  Harold  Rhodarmer,  Mrs.  Hugh  N. 
Jetton. 

STATE  COUNCIL  FOR  SOCIAL 
LEGISLATION,  Mrs.  Fletcher  Nelson,  Mrs. 
John  DeMarcus  (CHMN.  and  Study  Com- 
mittee), Miss  Betty  Van  Arsdale,  Mrs.  Ray 
Simpson,  Jr. 

NORTH  CAROLINA  COUNCIL  OF 
WOMEN'S  ORGANIZATIONS,  Represen- 
tatives, Mrs.  Fletcher  Nelson,  Mrs.  Frank 
Redding,  Jr.,  (delegate)  and  alternates,  Mrs. 
W.  S.  McLeod,  Mrs.  S.  Ray  Lowder. 

ASSIGNMENTS  TO  COUNCIL  COM- 
MITTEES OF  N.C.C.  of  W.  ORGANIZA- 
TIONS—-Directory,  Mrs.  Charles  H. 
Brackett,  Jr.;  Leadership  Roster,  Mrs. 
Edwin  Ford;  Program  Services,  Mrs.  Walter 
Zachary;  Leadership  Training  Workshops, 
Mrs.  C.  C.  Herbert,  Jr.,  Public  Relations, 
Mrs.  Julian  Lindsey. 
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NORTH  CAROLINA  COUNCIL  ON 
WORLD  AFFAIRS,  Miss  Betty  Van 
Arsdale,  Miss  Linda  Miller,  Mrs.  Arthur 
Gilreath,  Miss  Myrtis  Davis. 

ADVISORY  COMMITTEE  FOR  THE 
NORTH  CAROLINA  CORRECTIONAL 
CENTER  FOR  WOMEN,  Mrs.  Leslie 
Barnhardt. 

NORTH  CAROLINA  CONSUMER'S 
COUNCIL,  Mrs.  Julian  Lindsey. 

NORTH  CAROLINA  ASSOCIATION 
OF  WOMEN'S  HIGHWAY  SAFETY 
LEADERS,  INC.,  Miss  Fannie  McCallum. 


St.  Paul  United  Methodist  Church 
Women's  Society  of  Christian  Service  and 
Wesleyan  Service  Guild  of  Winston-Salem, 
N.  C.  recently  honored  Mrs.  Marian 
Wooten  as  ONE  WHO  HAS  SERVED.  In 
the  Order  of  Celebration,  Mrs.  Virgil  Penn, 
presiding,  the  following  gracious  tributes  to 


Mrs.  Wooten  were  presented:  On  behalf  of 
the  Bethlehem  Center  Community,  Mr. 
Wendell  H.  Eysenback;  On  behalf  of  the 
W-S/Forsyth  District,  Dr.  J.  C.  Peters  and 
Mrs.  Jas.  Ringley;  On  behalf  of  the  St.  Paul 
United  Methodist  Church,  Rev.  J.  W. 
Gwyn;  On  behalf  of  the  Winston-Salem 
Community,  Mrs.  E.  F.  Wilson.  A  Gift  was 
presented  by  Mrs.  E.  C.  Mills  and  the 
Fellowship  hour  conducted  by  Miss  Mabel 
Allen,  Chairman  and  hostesses  from  the 
Circles  and  Guilds. 

Mrs.  Wooten  organized  the  Bethlehem 
Center  in  Winston-Salem  in  1927  and  has 
directed  with  wonderful  concern  and  vision 
its  operation  as  a  non-profit  community 
service  of  the  Methodist  Church.  The  goals 
are  to  provide  a  character  building  environ- 
ment, to  help  family  and  community  life  in 
harmony,  to  promote  racial  understanding, 
and  teach  young  ones  the  meaning  of  a 
worthwhile  Christian  life. 


WOMEN'S  NEWS 

North  Carolina  Conference 


Mrs.  Bruce  Hargrove 


The  Executive  Committee  of  the 
Women's  Society  of  Christian  Service  of 
the  Durham  District  met  recently  at  the 
Fellowship  Hall  of  Asbury  Methodist.  Mrs. 
C.  H.  Rich,  president,  presided. 

The  meeting  was  opened  with  prayer  by 
Dr.  C.  D.  Barclift.  Mrs.  Rich  gave  the 
devotion,  taken  from  the  September  Issue 
of  "Response,"  entitled  "The  Essence  of 
Prayer." 

Mrs.  C.  T.  Bull,  treasurer,  reported  Gifts 
to  Missions  of  the  W.S.C.S.  and  the  Guild 
totaled  $15,  723.33.  The  pledge  for  1972 
was  $20,500.  The  goal  for  the  new  year  on 
the  basis  of  the  joining  of  the  Guild  and 
I  the  W.S.C.S.  will  be  $21,000. 

Mrs.  Neill  Scott,  vice  president,  an- 
nounced that  the  District  Annual  Meeting 


will  be  held  at  McMannen  Methodist 
Church.  The  speaker  will  be  Mrs.  Jean 
Dorsett,  conference  vice  president. 

Christian  Social  Relations..  Mrs.  Char- 
lotte Hacket  reported  on  her  trip  as  a 
representative  of  the  Legislative  Meeting  in 
Washington,  D.C.  She  reported  on  a  poll 
that  was  taken  on  Social  Concerns  and 
Issues.  The  top  three  Issues  were  Drugs, 
Welfare  Rights,  and  ending  of  the  Vietnam 
War.  She  asked  all  to  keep  up  with  our 
local  Legislature,  as  there  are  so  many 
issues  that  need  our  attention.  She  called 
attention  to  the  packet  "Call  To  Action," 
which  consist  of  the  resolutions  made  at 
the  General  Conference,  Changes  and  Is- 
sues. She  also  recommends  the  magazine 
"engage." 
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Missionary  Education. ..Mrs.  Van  Ken- 
yon,  reported  the  Seminar  on  World  Mis- 
sions to  be  held  soon  at  Calvary  United 
Methodist  Church. 

Program  Materials...  Mrs.  R.  D.  Hunt 
reported  that  there  is  very  little  material 
out  at  this  time  on  program.  She  urged 
everyone  to  watch  "Response"  concerning 
the  Program  materials. 

Public  Relations. ..Mrs.  Wilson  Day  said 
she  would  publicize  the  District  Annual 
Meeting. 

Wesleyan  Service  Guild. .Miss  Mary  Opal 
Shuford  said  the  Guild  is  working  on  the 
changes  of  joining  the  W.S.C.S. 

Chairmen,  Nominating  Committee... 
Mrs.  T.  G.  Lampley  reported  the  com- 
mittee is  busy  selecting  new  officers,  and 
hope  to  have  them  completed  by  the  time 
of  the  District  Annual  Meeting. 

Subdistrict  Leaders... 

Granville... Mrs.  William  Rogers  reported 
on  the  Subdistrict  meeting  at  Shady  Grove 


Church.  Mrs.  Butterfield  was  speaker  and 
everyone  enjoyed  an  excellent  meeting. 

North  Durham. .Mrs.  M.  L.  McCullen 
reported  on  the  Subdistrict  at  Aldersgate. 
Mrs.  Butterfield  was  speaker  and  everyone 
enjoyed  hearing  of  her  work,  in  the  Mission 
Field. 

Orange-Mrs.  I.  N.  Reynolds  reported 
on  the  Subdistrict  at  Orange  Methodist 
Church.  Their  speaker  was  from  a  Leprosy 
Colony,  and  everyone  enjoyed  the  message. 

Person-Mrs.  R.  E.  Long  reported  on 
Subdistrict  at  Warren  Grove. 

Mrs.  Rich  asked  that  all  retiring  officers 
pass  on  information  to  new  officers  coming 
in,  during  this  change.  We  will  help  all  we 
can  with  the  program  "Key  73." 

Dates  to  remember: 

February  7,  District  Lay  Rally 

May  18-19,  Spiritual  Growth  Retreat, 
Louisburg  College 

Mrs.  Rich  adjourned  the  meeting  with 
prayer. 


BREVARD  COLLEGE  -  YOUR  COLLEGE!' 

If  YOU  are  interested  in  a  QUALITY  EDUCATION  in  a  CHRISTIAN  ENVIRONMENT, 
then  BREVARD  COLLEGE  is  for  YOU!  We  invite  your  application  or  inquiry. 
Write  today  to:  DIRECTOR  OF  ADMISSIONS,  BREVARD  COLLEGE 
BOX  X,  BREVARD,  NORTH  CAROLINA  28712 

QUALITY  EDUCATION  IN  THE  FOL- 
LOWING AREAS: 

AGRICULTURE  SCIENCES,  ART,  BUS- 
INESS ADMINISTRATION,  ENGINEER- 
ING, LIBERAL  ARTS,  MATHEMATICS, 
MEDICAL  SCIENCES,  MUSIC,  SOCIAL  j 
SCIENCE,  TEACHING:  PRIMARY  OR 
ELEMENTARY. 

ACCREDITATION 

Southern  Association  of  Colleges  and  School 
North  Carolina  State  Department  of  Educati 
University  Senate  of  The  United  Methodist  C  'i 
National  Association  of  Schools  of  Music  I 

BREVARD  COLLEGE  is  owned  and  operated  by  the  WESTERN  NORTH  CAROLINA 
CONFERENCE  of  THE  UNITED  METHODIST  CHURCH.  Committed  to  CHRISTIA> 
concepts,  BREVARD  COLLEGE  is  dedicated  to  a  way  of  life  that  instills  within  the 
student  a  greater  desire  to  become  a  more  responsible  and  creative  member  of  society. 
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Duke  Divinity  School  Reaches  New  Milestone 


Dedication  ceremonies  for  the  Duke 
Divinity  School  buildings  took  place  on 
October  31 .  They  were  held  in  conjunction 
with  the  Convocation  and  Pastors'  School 
when  some  four  hundred  ministers  from 
over  the  state  and  beyond  were  on  the 
campus.  A  capacity  crowd  filled  the  Alum- 
ni Common  Room  to  hear  Dean  Thomas 
A.  Langford  say  "Today,  let  us  look  to  our 
roots.  They  are  rich  and  strong.  Today,  let 
us  look  to  our  future  and  let  us  determine 
that  this  shall  be  equally  significant." 

The  presentation  of  the  building  for 
dedication  was  made  by  Dr.  Wilson  O.  Wel- 
don,  who  is  a  Duke  trustee  and  chairman 
of  the  board  of  visitors  for  the  Divinity 
School.  Dr.  Terry  Sanford,  president  of  the 
University,  made  the  acceptance  statement. 
The  dedicatory  statement  was  read  by 
Bishop  Kenneth  Goodson,  an  alumnus  and 
a  trustee. 

Earlier  in  the  ceremony,  Dr.  Robert  E. 
Cushman,  who  was  dean  of  the  school 
while  plans  for  the  new  building  and  remo- 
deling were  being  designed  and  carried  out, 
made  a  presentation  on  "Inheritance  and 
Dedication."  He  was  praised  by  President 
Sanford  and  Dean  Langford  for  his  signi- 
ficant part  in  bringing  about  the  new  and 
improved  facilities. 

Others  who  participated  in  the  cere- 
monies were  Bishops  Earl  G.  Hunt,  Jr.  and 
Robert  M.  Blackburn;  the  Rev.  G.  R. 
McKenzie,  Jr.  and  the  Rev.  Eben  Taylor 
for  the  Alumni  Association;  Dr.  C.  D.  Bar- 
clift,  superintendent  of  the  Durham  Dis- 
trict; Mr.  Carl  S.  Johnson,  for  the  Divinity 
School  student  body;  and  the  following 
representatives  from  the  faculty:  Donn 
Michael  Farris,  D.  Moody  Smith,  Jr.,  David 
C.  Steinmetz,  Richard  A.  Goodling,  and 
Waldo  Beach. 

The  buildings  which  had  been  remo- 
deled were  the  old  Divinity  building,  the 
Divinity  School  Library  and  York  Chapel. 
The  new  wing  contains,  among  other  facil- 
ities, administrative  offices,  class  rooms,  a 
preaching  and  communications  center,  a 
continuing  education  center  and  facilities 
:  for  worship  and  for  social  activities.  The 
Alumni  Memorial  Common  Room  was 
made  possible  largely  through  donations 
from  ministers  who  were  alumni  of  the 
divinity  school.  Dr.  Fletcher  Nelson,  as 


Assistant  to  the  Dean  for  Development, 
rendered  able  service  in  raising  funds  for 
the  project.  Dr.  Cushman  paid  tribute  to 
the  Southeastern  Jurisdiction  for  its  "tow- 
ering support"  through  its  Fund  for  Minis- 
terial Education.  He  also  expressed  grati- 
tude for  the  substantial  donations  received 
from  the  Duke  Endowment  and  from  other 
foundations. 

In  his  remarks,  Dean  Langford  stated: 
"Now  we  must  look  forward  to  the  future. 
As  we  do  so  we  rededicate  ourselves  to  the 
excellence  of  preparation  of  persons  for 
ministry.  In  order  to  accomplish  this  task 
we  must  be  attached  to  our  past,  but  we 
must  also  be  fresh  in  approach,  willing  to 
explore  new  possibilities,  and  continuously 
dedicated  to  the  creative  challenges  of  the 
gospel.  We  want  to  produce  persons  of 
dedicated  minds  and  hearts;  persons  who 
care  deeply,  who  serve  well,  and  who  con- 
tinue to  grow." 

Rev.  S.  Bryon  Nifong  Dies  At  70 

The  Rev.  S.  Bryon  Nifong  died  Friday, 
Nov.  10  at  Medical  Park  Hospital  in 
Winston-Salem.  He  had  retired  from  the 
active  ministry  in  1968  and  was  making  his 
home  in  the  Midway  section  of  Davidson 
County  where  he  was  born  and  grew  up. 

Beginning  his  ministry  in  1935,  Brother 
Nifong  was  ordained  deacon  and  admitted 
into  full  connection  into  the  Western  N.  C. 
Conference  in  1942.  His  ordination  as 
elder  came  in  1944.  In  the  course  of  his 
thirty-three  years  of  service  he  held  pas- 
torates in  and  around  Shelby,  Fallston, 
Charlotte,  Greensboro,  Thomasville  and 
Lexington. 

Funeral  services  took  place  on  Sunday 
afternoon,  Nov.  12  at  Midway  United 
Methodist  Church.  Ministers  who  officiated 
were  the  Rev.  O.  L.  Hancock,  pastor;  the 
Rev.  George  Rudisill,  superintendent  of  the 
Thomasville  District;  and  the  Rev.  George 
Clemmer  of  Winston-Salem. 

He  is  survived  by  his  widow,  the  former 
Gladys  Hill,  and  two  brothers,  the  Rev.  D. 
Moody  Nifong,  a  retired  member  of  the 
Western  N.  C.  Conference,  and  Clyde  L. 
Nifong,  who  both  live  in  the  Midway  sec- 
tion. 

Memorial  contributions  are  being  made  to 
the  Davidson  County  Cancer  Fund. 
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Sunday  School  Lesson 

By  Dr.  Raymond  A.  Smith  FOR  NOVEMBER  26 

(International  Lesson  Series) 


What  Kind  of  Peace? 


Background  Scripture:  Micah  4;  Matthew 

24;  James  4 
Lesson  Scripture:    Micah  4: 1-4;  Matthew 

24:3-14;  James  4:1-10 

A  few  days  before  these  lines  were  writ- 
ten the  President's  chief  advisor  on  foreign 
policy  thrilled  the  nation  and  the  world  by 
announcing  that  "Peace  is  at  hand."  Since 
he  made  his  speech  complications  have 
arisen,  and  we  are  not  now  so  sure  that 
peace  is  really  near.  Thus  do  the  inter- 
national policies  of  nations  keep  citizens  in 
a  state  of  uncertainty  regarding  the  pros- 
pects of  peace.  The  situation  is  not  entirely 
unlike  that  of  the  times  of  the  prophet 
Micah.  At  that  time  in  world  history  great 
empires  struggled  for  supremacy  and, 
especially  in  the  ancient  Near  East,  vast 
numbers  of  ordinary  people  lived  from  day 
to  day  in  constant  fear  of  invasion,  and 
perhaps  deportation,  by  a  foreign  foe. 

The  extraordinary  thing  about  Micah 
was  that  he  could,  at  such  a  time,  have  a 
vision  of  peace.  In  the  passages  suggested 
for  study  in  this  lesson  he  looks  beyond 
the  dangers  and  threats  of  his  time  and  sees 
an  era  of  peace  appearing  on  the  horizon. 
He  writes  that  "the  Lord  will  judge  be- 
tween great  peoples,  and  make  decisions 
between  nations  far  and  wide.  They  shall 
hammer  their  swords  into  plough  shares, 
their  spears  into  pruning  hooks,  Nation 
shall  lift  no  sword  against  nation,  and  never 
again  will  they  learn  to  make  war"  (Phillips 
Trans.).  Now  what  would  bring  about  this 
era  of  peace?  The  reason  appears  in  Micah 
4:2  where  he  says  God  will  give  men 
"knowledge  of  his  ways  and  we  will  walk 
in  his  paths."  It  is  the  Christian  faith  that 
this  promise  was  kept  in  the  Advent  of 
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Christ  into  the  World.  He  laid  down  a 
pattern  for  peace  in  his  life,  his  teachings, 
his  death  and  Resurrection.  We  continue  to 
have  wars  because  too  many  of  us  have 
been  indifferent  to  his  plan. 

We  talk  of  peace,  but  we  live  in  ways 
that  promote  wars.  When  shall  we  learn 
that  war  is  nearly  always  the  end  result  of  a  i 
series  of  peace-time  decisions?  War  is  the 
logical  outcome  of  attitudes  and  policies 
that  divide  the  human  family  into  com- 
petitive groups,  each  pursuing  its  "national 
interests"  regardless  of  its  effect  upon  the 
family  of  mankind.  For  example,  it  hass 
been  estimated  that  the  undeveloped 
nations  (the  poor  ones)  now  number  over 
two  billion  people.  The  annual  income  per 
family  in  these  countries  is  about  $250.  If 
their  populations  increased  to  about  five* 
billion  by  the  year  2000  and  their  income 
increased  to  only  $400  per  family,  while 
the  developed  nations  (the  rich  ones)  by 
then  will  have  $10,000  average  income, 
how  can  a  conflict  between  the  "haves" 
and  the  "have-nots"  be  avoided? 

Turning  now  to  our  New  Testament  at  I 
Matthew  24:3-14,  we  observe  the  decla-  j 
ration  that  "wars  and  rumors  of  wars"  are< 
likely  to  continue  until  the  end  of  time  j 
And  not  only  wars,  but  famines,  pesti  j 
lences  and  earthquakes  in  various  places  j 
Furthermore,  all  these  things  are  but  "th<  \ 
beginnings  of  sufferings."  Even  to  one  wh(  | 
has  only  a  slight  familiarity  with  the  Bible  | 
it  is  evident  that  these  statements  belong  t(  I 
a  class  of  writings  known  as  "apocalyptic.'  j 
The  book  of  Revelation,  the  book  o 
Daniel,  the  13th  chapter  of  Mark  and  cei 
tain  sections  of  the  prophetic  writings  ar 
done  in  this  style.  Accordingly,  taking  int- 
account  all  of  Jesus'  teachings  man; 


scholars  are  inclined  to  feel  that  the  above- 
cited  passage  from  Matthew's  Gospel 
represents  more  accurately  the  general 
feelings  of  the  early  Christian  community 
than  the  viewpoint  of  Jesus.  The  early 
Christians  were  "living  on  the  boundary," 
and  felt  the  present  (to  them)  scheme  of 
things  was  doomed  to  an  early  destruction. 

Of  course  there  are  still  plenty  to 
people  who  think  in  these  terms.  They  see 
little  value  in  working  for  a  better  world. 
The  parts  of  the  Bible  that  appeal  to  them 
are  those  parts  which  portray  the  world  as 
dominated  by  evil  forces  which  will  be 
defeated  only  when  God  sees  fit  to  inter- 
vene. 


James  4:1-10  represents  a  Christian 
"Book  of  Wisdom"  written  about  125-150 
A.D.  We  are  interested  in  what  this  pre- 
acher of  the  second  century  has  to  say 
about  wars,  and  other  conflicts  between 
people.  The  New  English  Bible  translates  as 
follows:  "What  causes  conflicts  and  quar- 
rels among  you?  You  want  something 
which  you  cannot  have,  so  you  are  bent  on 
murder;  you  are  envious,  and  cannot  attain 
your  ambition,  so  you  quarrel  and  fight. 
You  do  not  get  what  you  want,  because 
you  do  not  pray  for  it."  As  implied  in 
James  when  cooperation  is  substituted  for 
aggression  we  shall  have  peace;  not  before. 


SUNDAY  SCHOOL  LESSON 


FOR  DECEMBER  3 


A  Man  for  the  Hour 


Background  Scripture:  2  Chronicles  36; 

Jeremiah  1  and  26 
Lesson   Scripture:   Jeremiah  1:4-10; 

26:12-15 

We  are  now  about  to  begin  a  quarter's 
study  entitled:  "Prophets  of  Judgment  and 
Hope:  Jeremiah,  Ezekiel,  Haggai  and 
Zechariah."  In  his  introduction  to  these 
thirteen  lessons  Horace  Weaver,  editor  of 
the  International  Lesson  Annual,  points 
out  many  similarities  between  the  times  of 
these  prophets  and  the  years  we  are  now 
passing  through,  some  2500  years  later. 
Weaver  writes:  "Some  people  in  that  time 
were  saying  God  is  dead;  others  were 
saying  that  the  old  moral  laws  were 
obsolete— that  a  new  moral  system  was 
needed;  old  nations  were  falling  while  new 
ones  were  arising;  other  people  were  asking 
if  there  was  anything  stable  or  permanent 
in  life.  Doesn't  that  sound  like  1972-73?" 

Jeremiah  is  the  first  of  the  prophets  we 
shall  consider.  He  came  from  a  family  of 
priests,  some  of  whom  could  trace  their 
ancestry  back  to  Eli,  who  ministered  at  the 
ancient  shrine  of  Shiloh  where  the  sacred 
Ark  was  kept.  His  call  to  the  prophetic 
office  came  about  the  year  627  B.C.  when 
rumors  of  an  invasion  of  Sythians  from  the 


north  were  heard  on  every  side.  Jeremiah 
has  been  called  "the  ominous  voice  of  the 
dark  years"  because  heathenism  was  ram- 
pant on  the  home  front,  and  powerful 
enemies  threatened  from  without. 

Like  his  great  predecessor  Moses  he  was 
reluctant  to  respond  to  the  call.  He  said:  "I 
cannot  speak;  I  am  but  a  youth."  But  the 
call  was  insistent,  and  Jeremiah's  religious 
education  made  him  susceptible  to  the  call, 
especially  after  he  was  given  ample  assu- 
rance of  Divine  aid  and  protection:  "Be 
not  afraid  of  them,  for  I  am  with  you  to 
deliver  you,  says  the  Lord"  (Jeremiah  1:8). 

The  words  in  which  the  Divine  com- 
mission are  expressed  are  of  much  interest, 
especially  in  view  of  the  subsequent  life 
and  work  of  the  prophet.  First,  he  is  to 
prophesy  not  only  to  his  own  people,  but 
his  message  is  one  of  international  interest 
and  concern.  Then,  too,  there  was  both  a 
destructive  and  a  constructive  aspect  of  his 
work.  It  means  "to  pluck  up  and  break 
down,  to  destroy  and  overthrow"  and  then 
"to  build  and  to  plant."  And  so  it  was.  He 
engaged  in  a  mighty  struggle  with  bad  kings 
and  false  prophets.  A  man  of  unusual  sen- 
sitivity and  compassion,  it  was  his  hard 
duty  to  point  out  severe  weaknesses  in 
both  the  religious  and  the  political  life  of 
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his  country. 

Consideration  of  Jeremiah  26:12-15 
will  illustrate  the  point  just  made.  Jere- 
miah's indictment  of  both  kings  and 
princes,  priests  and  prophets,  had  gained 
him  the  unenviable  reputation  of  a  trouble- 
maker, a  pessimist,  and  even  a  traitor.  In 
the  above-mentioned  passage  he  is  defen- 
ding the  message  he  has  given  them.  First, 
like  all  the  prophets,  his  claim  is  to  con- 
vince them  that  his  order  to  criticize  them 
came  from  God.  His  job  was  to  "deliver  the 
message"  whether  it  contained  good  news 
or  bad.  Then  too,  he  gave  the  people  a  way 
out;  however,  it  was  not  a  way  they  would 
like  to  follow.  What  he  told  them  was  (1) 
Amend  your  ways  and  obey  the  command 
of  God  and  (2)  When  they  did  this  God 
would  "repent  of  the  evil  he  had  pro- 
nounced against  you;"  in  other  words,  it 
was  not  beneath  the  dignity  of  the  Divine 
Spirit  to  refrain  from  carrying  out  his 
judgment  against  them  if  they  repented. 

Following  this  the  prophet  refers  to  his 
own  fate  at  the  hands  of  the  angry  crowd. 


He  knew  they  wanted  to  destroy  him. 
Some  even  doubted  that  he  actually  spoke 
in  the  name  of  the  Lord.  They  implied  that 
the  condemnatory  character  of  Jeremiah's 
words  were  due  to  his  own  petulance,  and 
that  Jeremiah  really  enjoyed  "telling  them 
off."  But  the  prophet  says:  "Do  with  me  as 
it  seems  right  to  you."  But  almost  immedi- 
ately he  adds:  "If  you  put  me  to  death  you 
will  bring  innocent  blood  upon  yourselves 
and  upon  this  city  and  its  inhabitants." 
The  prophet's  job  is  that  of  a  warner.  He 
must  somehow  get  through  to  the  people 
the  realization  that  God  is  displeased  with 
their  behavior.  What  happens  to  the  pro- 
phet personally  is  of  no  consequence 
compared  with  the  importance  of  the  word 
of  God  which  it  is  his  business  to  deliver. 
The  saying:  "Where  there  are  no  prophets 
the  people  perish"  can  be  supplemented 
with  another  saying:  "Where  there  are 
prophets,  the  prophets  perish."  Whether 
Jeremiah  finally  met  a  martyr's  death,  we 
do  not  know.  But  we  do  know  that  the 
words  he  left  us  have  inspired  many 
through  the  ages. 


Duke  Sets  'Messiah*  Performances 


DURHAM-Dates  for  the  traditional 
presentations  in  Duke  Chapel  of  Handel's 
"Messiah"  have  been  set  this  year  for  Dec. 
I,2,and3. 

Benjamin  Smith,  Jr.,  director  of  choral 
activities  at  Duke  and  conductor  for  the 
three  performances  of  the  230-year  old 
Christmas  oratorio,  announced  that  Martha 
Randall,  soprano,  Howard  Hansel,  tenor- 
both  well-known  Washington,  D.  C.  sin- 
gers-and  Doris  Mayes,  contralto  of  the 
Oberlin  Conservatory  faculty,  are  three  of 
the  soloists  for  the  work.  The  bass  soloist's 
name  is  expected  to  be  announced  shortly. 

Smith  said  the  performance  at  8  p.m. 
Dec.  l,will  be  a  "dress  rehearsal."  But  in  the 
past  few  years,  Duke  Chapel  has  been  as 
filled  for  the  Friday  night  presentation  as 
for  either  the  2  p.m.  Saturday  or  4  p.m. 
Sunday  performances,  he  noted. 

The  North  Carolina  String  Quartet  of 


Chapel  Hill  and  some  25-30  additional 
musicians  from  the  Research  Triangle  area  s 
will  comprise  the  instrumental  ensemble  to 
accompany  the  soloists  and  the  200-voice 
Chapel  Choir. 

Tickets  are  available  now  through  the 
choral  activities  office  at  $1  each  for  the 
non-profit  presentations  of  the  famed  ora- 
torio. Requests  to  "Messiah,"  Box  4822, 
Duke  Station,  Durham,  N.C.  27706,  should  j 
include  date  desired,  check  or  money  order 
to  Duke  University,  and  a  self-addressed 
envelope  for  return  of  tickets. 
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Deck  the  hall 

For  all  to  see, 
Whoever  heard  of 

A  partridge  in  a  pear  tree? 


CHRISTMAS 


Christmas  time  again  is  near! 

A  time  of  blessing  and  good  cheer! 
Presents  to  buy,  goodies  to  bake, 

What  to  give,  for  goodness  sake! 


GIVE  THE 


A  little  boy, 

A  manger  scene, 
A  blessed  joy, 
A  night  serene. 


Something  useful! 

Something  nice! 
Something  needful! 

Here's  our  advice.  .  . 


NORTH  CAROLINA 

CHRISTIAN  ADVOCATE 

Special  Christmas  Offer  Effective  through  December  24. 


1  Gift  Subscription  .  .  .  .  vjg.  •  . 

2  to  4  Gift  Subscriptions. >J>  .  .  ']  

5  or  more  Gift  Subscriptions  . 


.         $3.99  per  year 

  $3.75  each  per  year 

$3.50  each  per  year 


The  blank  below  will  help  you  order  accurately.  Please  fill  it  out  and  mail 
with  check  to  North  Carolina  Christian  Advocate,  P.  O.  Box  508,  Greens- 
boro, North  Carolina  27402. 

SEND  ONE  YEAR  GIFT  SUBSCRIPTIONS  TO  NAMES  BELOW: 

1.  Name   

Address   *„..  ^ .  .  .  .....   

City   

State    Zip  f  

Church   

2.  Name  

Address 

City   

State     .  .  . 

sHiurch   

(List  additional  Names  on  Separate  Sheet) 

Check  here  if  you  wish  Gift  Card  sent. 

Sent  By 


Zip 


MPH  Nears  Minority 
Employment  Goal 


NASHVILLE,  Tenn.  (UMI)-The 
United  Methodist  Publishing  House,  which 
during  the  late  1960's  was  reeling  from 
criticisms  of  unfair  employment  practices, 
reported  to  its  new  governing  board  here 
October  24-25  that  a  goal  of  20  percent 
minority  employment  may  be  reached  well 
before  a  projected  July  1 ,  1973  target  date. 

John  E.  Procter,  president  and  publisher 
since  1971,  said  that  during  one  recent 
month  the  20  percent  goal  had  already 
been  reached  despite  a  drop  in  total  staff 
from  2200  to  1 725  in  the  last  two  years. 

He  added  that  management  is  also  giv- 
ing special  attention  to  the  recruitment  and 
advancement  of  women. 

The  Board  of  Publication's  45-members, 
elected  for  four-year  terms,  also  approved 
the  establishment  of  a  new  five-member 
Committee  on  Corporate  Social  Responsi- 
bility. The  committee,  headed  by  Charles 
A.  Sayre,  Haddonfield,  N.J.,  will  give  atten- 
tion to  Project  Equality,  an  interfaith  fair 
employment  program,  and  also  other 
concerns  such  as  ecology  and  community 
involvement.  Other  members  of  the  com- 
mittee are:  Cawthon  A.  Bowen,  Jr.,  Nash- 
ville, Tenn.;  Mrs.  Robert  H.  Rankin,  Fall 
Church,  Va.;  Henry  H.  Nichols,  Philadel- 
phia, Pa.;  and  Donald  T.  Strong,  Kala- 
mazoo, Mich. 

During  the  1968  Methodist  General 
Conference  in  Dallas  and  during  subse- 
quent months  the  Publishing  House  came 
under  heavy  fire  for  its  employment  poli- 
cies and  lack  of  openness  to  the  church. 

Dr.  Blaine  E.  Taylor,  a  pastor  from 
Worcester,  Mass.,  and  one  of  the  youngest 
carry-over  members  on  the  Board,  praised 
the  Publishing  House  management  for  its 
"amazing  progress." 

Dr.  Taylor  was  one  of  the  strongest 
critics  of  former  policies  of  the  Publishing 
House. 

"I  think  it  is  a  tribute  to  this  board  that 
it  has  come  to  the  point  where  its  critics 


can  now  sing  its  praises,"  he  said. 

During  the  meeting  Dr.  Procter  gave 
board  members  salary  schedules  for  all 
Publishing  House  elected  staff  members, 
saying,  "If  anybody  asks  you  what  our 
salaries  are  I  want  you  to  be  able  to  tell 
them."  The  reluctance  of  the  previous 
publisher  to  reveal  his  salary  was  one  of  the 
hottest  issues  during  the  1968  General 
Conference. 

Thirteen  of  the  45-member  board  are 
new,  including  two  bishops  and  the  first 
four  women  ever  to  serve  on  the  Board. 
Women  members  are:  Mrs.  William  F. 
Dunlap,  Wintersville,  Ohio;  Mrs.  Floyd 
Rogers,  Parkersburg,  W.  Va.;  Mrs.  Robert 
H.  Rankin,  Falls  Church,  Va.;  and  Miss 
Betty  J.  Betz,  Seattle,  Wash. 

Elected  president  of  the  board  was 
Richmond,  Va.,  attorney  Jack  Russell,  who 
succeeds  Bradshaw  Mintener,  Washington, 
D.C.  attorney  who  has  been  a  board 
member  for  17  years  and  its  president  for 
the  past  four.  Mintener  was  elected  to 
honorary  membership  on  the  board. 

Other  officers  elected  were  Harry  J. 
Fravert,  Dayton,  Ohio,  vice-president,  and 
J.  Kenneth  Forbes,  Indianapolis,  Ind., 
secretary. 

The  Rev.  William  C.  Henzlik,  who  has 
been  acting  editor  of  Christian  Advocate 
since  the  resignation  of  Dr.  James  M.  Wall, 
was  elected  editor  of  this  national  bi- 
weekly magazine  for  pastors  and  other 
church  leaders.  Dr.  Curtis  Chambers  re- 
mains as  editorial  director  for  Together  and 
Christian  Advocate.  The  board  paid  special 
tribute  and  granted  retirement  to  three  j 
staff  members:  Dr.  J.  Otis  Young,  Dr.  | 
Walter  N.  Vernon,  and  Miss  Katherine  Fite.  I 

The  Publishing  House  closed  the  fiscal  j 
year  ending  July  31,  1972  with  total  net  j 
sales  of  $32,155,772,  a  decrease  of  ! 
$91  1,279  over  the  previous  year;  expenses  | 
amounting  to  $15,015,358,  a  decrease  of  j 
$236,702  over  the  previous  year;  and  net 
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income  of  $537,433,  a  decrease  of 
$126,285  over  the  previous  year. 

Treasurer  John  Laird  said  the  decreases 
could  be  attributed  primarily  to  a  12  per- 
cent decline  in  the  sale  of  church  school 
literature  during  the  year.  Sale  of  church 
school  literature  has  been  on  the  decline 
for  several  years. 

The  Board  also  voted  to  allocate  the 
entire  net  income  of  $537,433  to  the 
church's  ministerial  pension  program. 

The  Board  heard  projections  for  new 
Cokesbury  book  stores  in  Jacksonville, 
Fla.,  and  Des  Moines,  la.,  and  the  relo- 
cation possibilities  of  several  other  stores. 
During  the  past  two  years  the  number  of 
retail  book  stores  has  grown  from  17  to  26. 
Four  new  seminary  book  stores  have  also 
been  established. 

For  several  years  most  of  the  stores 
have  operated  in  the  red,  but  Dr.  Procter 
reported  that  within  the  past  two  years 
losses  have  been  reduced  by  75  percent.  If 
a  store  cannot  make  a  profit  or  at  least 
break  even,  within  three  years,  he  said  it 
would  probably  be  closed  or  relocated.  He 
was  optimistic  about  the  future  of  experi- 
mental suburban  stores  in  Nashville ,  North 
Canton,  Ohio,  and  Dallas,  Tex. 

Board  members  expressed  concern  at 
the  low  circulation  and  high  subsidy  of 
Together  and  Christian  Advocate.  Together 
has  258,000  subscribers  and  Christian 
Advocate  has  1 1,000. 

Editorial  director  Curtis  Chambers 
reported  that  a  detailed  study  including 
some  possible  alternatives  for  the  future 
will  soon  be  released  by  the  Publishing 
House  research  department.  The  two  maga- 
zines have  received  from  the  Publishing 
House  nearly  $6  million  in  subsidy  during 
the  past  16  years.  Despite  major  cutbacks 
in  size,  printing  procedures,  and  staff,  sub- 
sidy last  year  alone  was  $258,000. 

Recently  elected  Church  School  Publi- 
cations Editor  Ewart  G.  Watts  told  the 
Board  members  that  the  Division  of  Curri- 
culum Resources  is  experiencing  a  greater 
sense  of  cooperation  and  openness  with 
"evangelicals,"  ethnic  groups,  youth,  and 
women. 


Book  sales  continue  to  be  brisk,  accor- 
ding to  a  report  from  Book  Editor  Emory 
S.  Bucke.  During  the  past  year  he  said  703 
manuscripts  were  given  consideration  by 
the  staff.  Approximately  100  were  pub- 
lished. One  of  the  largest  projects  in  Abing- 
don Press  at  the  moment,  he  said,  is  the 
Encyclopedia  of  World  Methodism.  The 
Encyclopedia,  which  will  probably  appear 
in  two  1,000  page  volumes,  has  already 
required  $100,000  in  subsidy  from  the 
Publishing  House. 

In  other  action  the  Board: 
—reelected  John  E.  Procter  president  and 
publisher. 

—purchased  for  $110,000  three  lots  across 
the  street  from  the  Nashville  plant, 
—agreed  to  observe  the  birthday  of  Martin 
Luther  King,  Jr.,  but  not  as  a  holiday  for 
employees  since  the  Publishing  House  does 
not  close  for  the  anniversary  of  birth  or 
death  of  any  national  leader, 
—heard  a  request  from  the  Minnesota 
Annual  Conference  for  a  Children's 
Hymnal  and  referred  the  proposal  to 
appropriate  groups  within  the  church  for 
consideration. 

—set  its  next  meeting  for  Richmond,  Va., 
March  27-28. 

The  United  Methodist  Publishing 
House,  believed  to  be  the  largest  and  oldest 
religious  publishing  house  in  the  world,  has 
a  plant  and  offices  in  Nashville,  editorial 
offices  for  general  periodicals  in  Park 
Ridge,  111.,  26  retail  book  stores,  and  six 
regional  mail  order  centers.  During  the  past 
year  the  United  Methodist  Publishing 
House  has  also  taken  over  the  retail  distri- 
bution service  for  the  United  Presbyterian 
Church,  U.S.A.,  and  the  United  Church  of 
Christ.  Seminary  book  stores  are  operated 
by  the  Publishing  House  at  Garrett  Theo- 
logical Seminary,  Evanston,  111.;  McCor- 
mick  Seminary,  Chicago,  111.;  Evangelical 
Theological  Seminary,  Naperville,  111.;  and 
Pittsburgh  Theological  Seminary. 
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CAROLINA  BRIEFS 


Dr.  Samuel  J.  Womack,  academic  dean 
at  Methodist  College,  was  guest  minister 
for  the  homecoming  service  at  Wesley's 
Chapel  Sept.  24.  He  preached  at  St.  Paul's 
UM  Church  Oct.  22  and  Richlands  Church 
Nov.  5.  Dr.  Womack  was  the  teacher  for 
the  church-wide  study  on  Romans  at 
Haymount  UM  Church,  Fayetteville,  Oct. 
8,  15,22  and  29. 

*  *  * 

The  Rev.  Lloyd  Hunsucker,  pastor  of 
College  Place  UM  Church,  Greensboro,  will 
preach  for  the  revival  at  Rehobeth  UM 
Church,  Greensboro,  Nov.  26-30. 


The  Rev.  Leon  Russell  of  Lake  Junaluska  has 
been  appointed  Dean  of  Lake  Junaluska's 
Memorial  Chapel.  His  appointment  fills  a  vacancy 
created  last  July  by  the  death  of  Dr.  Herman 
Duncan.  Rev.  Mr.  Russell  retired  from  the  N.  C. 
Conference  in  1971,  and  now  he  and  Mrs.  Russell 
make  their  home  at  Lake  Junaluska.  His  last 
appointment  before  retirement  was  Raleigh  Dis- 
trict superintendent. 
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APPOINTMENT  CHANGE 

Bishop  Earl  G.  Hunt,  Jr.,  has  authorized 
the  following  change  in  appointments  in 
the  Waynesville  District  effective  Oct.  1: 
Shady  Grove  Charge,  Dr.  D.  Trigg  James, 
Jr. 

John  McWhorter,  Supt. 

Waynesville  District 

*  *  * 

Rev.  C.  E.  Murray  of  Franklin  was  the 
guest  preacher  for  homecoming  day^  Sun- 
day, Oct.  15,  at  the  Cramer  Memorial  UM  | 
Church,  Cramerton.  After  dinner  on  the  1 
grounds,  there  was  a  musical  program  at  2 

p.m.  Rev.  Alton  G.  Perkins  is  pastor. 

*  *  * 

Salem  UM  Church  of  the  Oxford! 
Circuit,  Durham  District,  observed  its 
annual  homecoming  Sept.  24.  Dr.  C.  W. 
Robbins,  president  of  Louisburg  College, 
was  the  guest  speaker.  The  congregation 
filled  the  church.  Following  the  service  a 
picnic  dinner  was  served  on  the  church 
grounds,  under  a  picnic  shelter  recently 
constructed. 

*  *  * 

Mount  Carmel  UM  Church,  Winston-' 
Salem,  is  having  its  annual  mission  study 
during  October  and  November.  One  hun- 
dred persons  have  attended  these  study 
sessions  on  Faith  and  Justice  each  Sunday 
night.  Manley  Lancaster,  Forsyth  County 
sheriff,  will  lead  the  discussion  Nov.  19, 
and  Melvin  Martin,  field  representative  of 
the  N.  C.  Dept.  of  Social  Services,  on  Nov. 
26. 

*  *  * 


Duke  Alumni  Meet,  Elect  Officers 


Dean  Langford  (left)  is  shown  announcing  the 
George  D.  Finch  Scholarship  Fund  as  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Finch  stand  beside  him. 

A  new  set  of  officers  were  elected  for 
the  Duke  Divinity  School  Alumni  Associa- 
tion at  its  luncheon  meeting  held  on  the 
Duke  campus  on  Oct.  31.  The  Rev.  Eben 
Taylor,  superintendent  of  the  Anderson 
District  in  the  South  Carolina  Conference, 
was  chosen  as  president.  Elected  as  vice- 
presidents  were  Dr.  Herman  Nicholson  of 
the  WNC  Conference  and  the  Rev.  Harris 
Kesler  of  the  Virginia  Conference;  Dr. 
William  Quick  was  re-elected  to  serve  as 
secretary-treasurer;  executive  commitee 
members  elected  were  Rev.  Richard  Bow- 
yer,  W.  Va.  Conference,  Rev.  Jerry  Murray, 
WNC  Conference  and  Rev.  A.  L.  Fisher  of 
the  NC  Conference. 

The  association  voted  to  set  up  a 
Distinguished  Alumni  Award  program, 
with  the  three  latest  past  presidents  as  a 
nominating  committee.  The  three  are  Rev. 
Orion  Hutchinson  (WNC  Conference), 
superintendent  of  the  Greensboro  District; 
Rev.  McKay  Brabham  (SC  Conference), 
superintendent  of  the  Spartanburg  District; 
and  Rev.  G.  R.  McKenzie  (NC  Conference), 
superintendent  of  the  Elizabeth  City  Dis- 
trict. 


The  alumni  luncheon  was  also  the  oc- 
casion for  announcement  of  the  George  D. 
Finch  Scholarship  Fund.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Finch,  who  live  at  Thomasville,  were  pre- 
sent with  members  of  their  family  and 
were  fittingly  recognized  by  Dean  Lang- 
ford  as  he  announced  the  newly  established 
scholarship  fund.  It  was  pointed  out  that 
the  Finches  have  for  many  years  been 
actively  related  to  many  United  Methodist 
institutions  in  North  Carolina. 

Dr.  W.  Arthur  Kale  delivered  the  alum- 
ni luncheon  address.  A  long-term  member 
of  the  Duke  faculty,  Dr.  Kale  is  slated  to 
retire  at  the  end  of  the  present  academic 
year.  In  his  address,  he  asked  "Can  the 
church  restate  the  Christological  affir- 
mation in  such  a  way  that  it  makes  sense  to 
a  secular  age?"  This  affirmation,  said  Kale, 
must  be  clarified  and  reemphasized. 

Mrs.  T.  A.  Plyler,  Jr. 
Taken  By  Death 

Mrs.  Sarah  Howey  Plyler,  wife  of  the 
Rev.  T.  A.  Plyler,  Jr.  pastor  of  the  New 
London-Bethesda  Charge  in  the  Albemarle 
District,  died  on  Nov.  2  in  Mercy  Hospital, 
Charlotte.  She  had  been  critically  ill  for 
several  days. 

Funeral  services  were  conducted  on 
Nov.  4  at  Central  Church,  Monroe.  Offi- 
ciating ministers  were  the  Rev.  W.  Calvin 
Leonard,  pastor  of  Central,  Rev.  Ray  F. 
Swink  and  Dr.  M.  E.  Harbin,  superin- 
tendents of  the  Albemarle  and  Salisbury 
districts  repectively.  Burial  was  in  the 
family  plot  in  Monroe's  Lakeland  Memorial 
Park. 

Mrs.  Plylerwas  born  in  the  Pleasant  Grove 
Campground  section  of  Union  County.  A 
graduate  of  Appalachian  State  University, 
she  taught  school  for  many  years. 

Surviving  relatives  beside  her  husband 
include  three  brothers,  Roscoe  W.  Howey 
and  Worth  A.  Howey  of  Rt.  1,  Waxhaw, 
and  Dewey  F.  Howey  of  Charlotte. 
Memorials  to  Mrs.  Plyler  are  being  sent  to 
the  Central  United  Methodist  Building 
Fund,  the  New  London  United  Methodist 
Organ  Fund,  and  to  her  home  church, 
Pleasant  Grove  United  Methodist  Church 
and  Campground. 


November  16,  1972  31 


We  know  a  book  that  can  guide  you  through  the  drug  problem. 

It's  also  got  a  lot  to  say  about  race. 
And  the  generation  gap.  Riches.  Poverty.  Violence.  And  justice. 
Not  to  mention  war  and  peace. 
We'd  like  to  send  you  a  copy  for  a  dollar.  And  not  a  paperback  copy.  But  one  you'll  keep. 
The  name  of  the  book  is  the  Bible. 

i  1 

National  Bible  Week  Committee 

P.O.  Box  1170,  Ansonia  Station,  New  York,  N.Y.  10023 

Sirs:  I  have  enclosed  one  dollar. 
I     Please  send  me  my  Bible. 

NAME  ,  

I         ADDRESS  ,  I 

CITY  STATE  ZIP   j 


32nd  Annual  National  Bible  Week,  November  19-26,  1972,  An  Interfaith  effort. 
North  Carolina  Christian  Advocate 
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YOU  CAN  DIAL  FOR 


The  October  meeting  of  Conference 
Program  Council  directors  and  district 
superintendents  in  Cleveland,  and  the  Nov- 
ember Conference  of  Christian  Educators 
in  Boston  were  set- 
ting for  the  an- 
nouncement of  a 
computerized,  toll- 
free  church  informa- 
tion service  to  begin 
in  the  summer  of 
1973. 

The  service  will 
be  based  on  the  Ex- 
perimental Informa- 
tion Service  (EXIS), 
which  has  been  in 
operation  for  two 
years.  Conducted  by 
the  Division  of  the 
Local  Church  of  the 
General  Board  of 
Education,  EXIS  has 
been  testing  the  feas- 
ibility of  such,  a  ser- 
vice  to   the  local 

church.  At  its  recent  fall  meeting,  the  new 
Board  of  Discipleship  endorsed  a  recom- 
mendation that  an  enlarged  version  of 
EXIS  be  included  in  the  1973  program. 

Mrs.  Richard  (Kathryn)  Spry  has  the 
answer-always  factual  and  usually  innova- 


tive—to your  request  for  ideas  and  possible 
tools  to  use  in  meeting  a  specific  need  of 
your  church. 

She  is  the  operator  at  the  EXIS  Center 
in  Nashville.  After 
you  hang  up,  your  in- 
quiry is  processed  that 
same  day  along  with 
others  by  an  IBM 
370-155  computer. 
To  pages  of  computer 
printout  she  adds  re- 
lated resources  from 
the  EXIS  shelves  and 
the  result  is  a  tailor- 
made  folder  of  some 
20  to  40  pages,  air- 
mailed to  you  by 
noon  of  the  following 
morning. 

Cost  of  the  pro- 
ject, which  provides 
concise  and  accurate 
data  in  higher  usable 
form,  is  supported  lar- 
gely from  World  Ser- 
vice funds  through  the  Division  of  the 
Local  Church. 

The  original  design  for  EXIS  was  de- 
veloped by  Rev.  R.  Keith  Glover  of  Ra- 
leigh, who  did  his  STM  thesis  on  applica- 
tions of  the  computer  in  the  church.  Mr. 
Glover  is  coordinator  of  camping  for  the 
North  Carolina  Conference. 
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AUTUMN  AND  BEYOND 


Autumn  is  the  grandest  time  of  the  year. 
Crops  are  harvested;  nature  has  done  her 

work,  and  rests. 
Leaves  on  great  forest  trees  turn  red,  and 

brown,  and  gold. 
Wild  geese,  high  above,  stir  to  the  call  of 

the  southland. 
The  North  Wind,  in  his  lair,  sharpens  his 

icy  blasts. 

The  good  brown  earth,  the  kind  blue  sky, 

peacefully  relax. 
Knowing  that  beyond  the  deep,  silent  cold 

of  winter 

There  is  spring,  a  New  Creative  Urge,  and 
Life. 

George  W.  Blount 
Raleigh 


NORTH  CAROLINA 

christian 
am  locate 

Official  Organ  of  the  North  Carolina  and 
Western  North  Carolina  Conferences 
of  the  United  Methodist  Church 

ESTABLISHED  1855 

James  C.  Stokes     Editor  and  Manager 

Ray  Young   Production  Manager 

Ruth  Laughlin  Editorial  Assistant 

Betty  Dean   Circulation  Manager 

Second-class  postage  paid  at  Greensboro,  N.  C. 

Published  bi-weekly  on  Thursdays  by  Method- 
ist Board  of  Publication,  Inc.,  429  W.  Friendly 
Avenue,  Greensboro,  N.  C.  27401. 


The  Methodist  Board  of  Publication 

CP.  Morris,  Raleigh,  President;  H.G. 
Allen,  Statesville;  Paul  Carruth,  Rocky 
Mount;  James  H.  Coleman,  Newton;  J.  Slade 
Crumpton,  Durham;  N.E.  Edgerton,  Ra- 
leigh; James  W.  Ferree,  Charlotte;  Albert  F. 
Fisher,  Goldsboro;  J.  Nelson  Gibson,  Jr., 
Gibson;  N.W.  Grant,  Raleigh;  William  R. 
Henderson,  High  Point;  S.  Herbert  Hitch, 
Charlotte;  Julian  A.  Lindsey,  Charlotte; 
N.D.  McNairy,  Greensboro;  L.W.  Routh, 
Greensboro;  Wilson  O.  Weldon,  Nashville, 
Tenn.;  Christian  White,  Greenville;  Carl  C. 
Wooten,  Kinston. 


Single  subscription  $3.99  per  year  payable  in 
advance. 

All-Administrative  Board  rate,  $3.49  per  year; 
Every  Family  Plan,  $3.19.  Make  checks  and 
money  orders  payable  to  the  North  Carolina 
Christian  Advocate. 

Rates  for  obituaries  and  resolutions  as  follows: 
$2.00  for  first  100  words;  $2.50  per  hundred  for 
next  200  words;  $3.00  per  hundred  for  all  over 
300  words. 

Advertising  rates  furnished  on  request. 
"We  do  not  necessarily  endorse  products 
or  services  advertised. 


Opinions  expressed  by  our  writers  do  not 
necessarily  represent  the  official  position  of  The 
United  Methodist  Church  or  of  the  editor. 
Articles  and  news  items  offered  for  publication 
should  be  addressed  to  the  editor,  and  if  their 
return  is  requested  postage  for  same  should  be 
included. 

Address  all  correspondence  to 
P.  O.  Box  508,  Greensboro,  N.  C.  27402 
Telephone:  (919)  272-1196 

Member  of  Associated  Church  Press  and 
The  United  Methodist  Press  Association 


2    North  Carolina  Christian  Advocate 


Calendar  of  Coming  Events 


NORTH  CAROLINA  CONFERENCE 


Dec. 

1 

Junaluska  Advancement  Program,  Rockingham  District,  First  Church, 

Rockingham,  7:30  p.m. 

Dec. 

1 

Durham  District  Christmas  Party,  6  p.m. 

Dec. 

3 

Burlington  District  Conference,  Grace  Church,  Burlington,  2:30  p.m. 

District  Reception  for  Bishop  and  Mrs.  Blackburn,  Grace  Church 

Dec. 

4 

Conference  Council  on  Finance  &  Administration,  Budget  Hearings, 

Methodist  Bldg.,  9:30  a.m. 

Dec. 

5 

Conference  Council  on  Finance  &  Administration,  Executive  Session, 

Methodist  Bldg.,  9  a.m. 

Dec. 

8 

Rockingham  District  Pastors'  Christmas  Party,  Norman,  6:30  p.m. 

Dec. 

9 

Raleigh  District  Ministers  and  Wives  Christmas  Party,  12  noon 

Dec. 

9 

Sanford  District  Pastors'  meeting,  Jonesboro,  10:30  a.m. 

Dec. 

9 

Sanford  District  Ministers  and  Wives  Christmas  Dinner,  Jonesboro,  12:30  p.m. 

Dec. 

10 

Sanford  District  Conference,  Aberdeen,  2:30  p.m. 

Dec. 

10 

Durham  District  Conference,  Epworth  Church,  Durham,  2:30  p.m. 

Dec. 

11 

Methodist  Ministers  Credit  Union  Board  of  Directors  Mtg.,  Credit  Union 

Office,  2:30  p.m. 

Dec. 

14 

Executive  Committee,  Division  of  Missions,  Methodist  Bldg.,  9:30  a.m. 

WESTERN  NORTH  CAROLINA  CONFERENCE 

Dec. 

1 

WS/NE  Ministers  and  Wives  Christmas  Party,  Dolley  Madison  Restaurant,  Madison 

Dec. 

1 

Albemarle  District  Christmas  Party  for  Ministers  and  Wives,  First  Church, 

Wadesboro,  6  p.m. 

Dec. 

1 

Charlotte  District  Christmas  Party 

Dec. 

1 

Conference  Commission  on  Ecumenical  and  Interreligious  Concerns,  Hartzell 

Memorial,  Hickory,  9:30  a.m. 

Dec. 

1-2 

Greensboro  District  Council  on  Ministries  Retreat,  Quaker  Lake 

Dec. 

2 

Albemarle  District  Board  of  Ministry,  Central  Church,  Albemarle,  10  a.m. 

Dec. 

3 

N.  Wilkesboro  District  Conference,  First  Church,  N.  Wilkesboro,  3  p.m. 

Dec. 

3 

Pastoral  visit  of  Bishop  with  Laymen  and  Ministers  of  Waynesville  District, 

Dec. 

Bryson  City  Church,  3  p.m. 

3-4 

Bishop's  Dialogue  Session,  Lake  Junaluska,  6  p.m.,  Dec.  3  to  1 :30  p.m.  Dec.  4 

(for  Asheville,  Waynesville  Districts) 

Dec. 

5 

Bishop's  Dialogue  Session,  First  Church,  Hickory,  12  noon  (for  Charlotte, 

Gastonia,  Marion,  N.  Wilkesboro,  Statesville  Districts) 

Dec. 

6 

Bishop's  Dialogue  Session,  First  Church,  Salisbury,  12  noon  (for  Salisbury, 

Albemarle,  Thomasville  Districts) 

Dec. 

7 

Bishop's  Dialogue  Session,  Maple  Springs  Church,  Winston-Salem,  12  noon 

(for  WS-NE,  WS-Forsyth,  High  Point,  Greensboro  District) 

Dec. 

7 

Thomasville  District  Christmas  Party,  First  Church,  Thomasville  6:30  p.m. 

Dec. 

7 

Gastonia  District  Christmas  Party,  First  Church,  Gastonia 

Dec. 

7 

Salisbury  District  Christmas  Party,  Rocky  Ridge  Church,  Concord,  5:30  p.m. 

Dec. 

8-9 

Task  Force  on  Race  Relations  and  Commission  on  Religion  and  Race,  Hartzell 

Memorial  Church,  Hickory 

Dec. 

9 

N.  Wilkesboro  District  Ministers  and  Wives  Christmas  Dinner,  Greenfield,  12  noon 

Dec. 

10 

Albemarle  District  Conference  and  Pastoral  Visit  from  Bishop  Earl  Hunt, 

New  Hope,  3  p.m. 

)ec. 

10 

Gastonia  District  Conference,  Galilee  Church,  Kings  Mountain,  2:30  p.m. 

)ec. 

11 

Waynesville  District  Committee  on  the  Ministry,  Lambuth  Inn,  10  a.m. 

)ec. 

14 

Greensboro  District  Committee  on  Ministry,  Mt.  Pisgah,  7  p.m. 

)ec. 

14 

Executive  Comm.,  Board  of  Health  and  Welfare  Ministries,  Salisbury 

)ec. 

15 

Waynesville  District  Ministers  and  Wives  Christmas  Party,  Bryson  City 

Church,  6:30  p.m. 

.  )ec. 

17 

Salisbury  District  Conference,  Trinity  Church,  Kannapolis,  Bishop  Earl  G.  Hunt,  Jr 

Speaker.  3  p.m. 

)ec. 

31 

WS/NE  District  Conference  and  Checkup  Mtg.,  Leaksville  Church,  3  p.m. 
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The  Death  of  A  Mountain 

by  Harold  McCullough 


Bessie  Smith  spoke  in  flat  tones,  her 
face  without  expression.  The  Christians 
gathered  around  her  nevertheless  listened 
in  shocked  sympathy  as  Bessie,  without 
evident  emotion,  described  the  numbing 
horror  of  the  victims  of  strip  mining  in 
Appalachia. 

Earlier  in  the  day,  our  caravan  of  Volks- 
wagen vans  had  labored  through  the 
constant  dust  of  a  coal-truck  road,  up  the 
hair-pin  switchbacks  of  a  south  Virginia 
mountainside,  until  we  stood  where  the 
giant  bulldozers  had  recently  finished  cut- 
ting a  beautiful  mountain  into  a  horribly 
scarred  caricature  of  itself.  It  would  have 
been  difficult  to  climb  the  steep  wooded 
slope  before.  Now,  we  walked  along  a  flat 
ledge,  50  yards  wide  in  places,  with  a  ver- 
tical face  nearly  as  high  above  us.  Here  the 
coal  had  been  cut  away  and  the  mountain 
left  to  die.  And  die  it  will. 

The  overburden  and  waste  rock  was 
pushed  down  the  steep  mountain  slope 
below  us,  disturbing  the  natural  stability  of 
the  mountain.  Huge  crevices,  big  enough  to 
step  into,  ran  along  the  whole  slope-deep 
beyond  measure. 

Some  day  soon,  a  typical  heavy  moun- 
tain rain  will  sluice  into  these  fractures  and 
the  mountain  may  collapse.  They  will  call 
it  a  land-slide  and  an  "act  of  God"  -  if 
anyone  even  bothers  to  take  note  of  the 
mountain's  death. 

Five  or  six  families  live  in  the  shadow  of 
this  mountain,  with  other  cabins  clustered 
further  down  the  same  "holler"  (a  moun- 
tain gorge),  within  potential  reach  of  the 
two-ton  slabs  of  ancient  rock  that  will 
come  rolling  down  the  mountain's  dese- 
crated slope.  When  the  mountain  dies,  it  will 
not  die  alone.  But  we  will  likely  never  hear 
about  it.  It  will  be  just  another  of  many 
such  local  tragedies  in  the  mountains  of 
Appalachia  -  the  death  of  just  one  moun- 
tain of  a  thousand. 


We  were  a  small  group  of  concerned 
people  gathered  for  a  first-hand  look  at  the 
life  and  problems  of  these  people.  United 
by  our  faith  in  Christ  and  joined  in  com- 
mon concern  for  the  people  of  "America's 
longest  ghetto,"  we  had  been  summoned 
by  CORA.  We  came  from  several  denomi- 
nations to  form  a  cross-section  of  the 
Church:  a  Bishop,  Mission  executives, 
laymen  and  pastors.  CORA  is  The  Com- 
mission on  Religion  in  Appalachia,  a  coali- 
tion of  17  major  denominations  joined  in 
Christian  concern  for  the  deprived  and 
dehumanized  people  of  our  eastern  moun- 
tains. 

Now,  in  i  coal-mining  town  in  southeast 
Kentucky,  we  were  gathered  in  a  hospital 
dining  room  for  another  in  a  series  of  inter- 
views with  the  local  people.  Bessie  and  her 
peers  have  endured  so  much  tragedy  that 
she  seemed  bored  with  it.  She  is  but  one  of 
the  spokesmen  for  a  large  segment  of  the 
population  that  must  rely  on  food  stamps 
and  other  forms  of  welfare  to  exist.  She 
spoke  without  emotion,  but  her  words  gave 
strong  testimony  to  the  indignation  of 
having  been  deprived  of  the  right  to  earn  a 
living.  Life  would  be  easier  for  Bessie  if  she 
denied  the  dictates  of  her  conscience  and 
remained  silent.  She  told  us  that,  because 
she  does  speak  out,  every  aspect  of  the 
"establishment"  rises  up  against  her  and 
her  peers  in  subtly  powerful  efforts  to 
silence  their  appeals  for  justice.  For  exam- 
ple: Bessie  related  that  she  had  been  criti- 
cized by  the  welfare  case  worker  for 
"attending  too  many  anti-strip  mining 
meetings  and  neglecting  your  nine  child- 
ren." The  next  welfare  check  failed  to 
arrive.  A  certain  form  had  not  been  re- 
ceived from  Bessie.  She  said  she  had  sub- 
mitted it  several  days  before  but  they 
"couldn't  find  it"  and  she  was  required  to 
fill  out  a  new  one  and  wait  several  more 
days  for  it  to  be  "processed"  before  wel- 


The  Reverend  Harold  McCullough  is  pastor  of  Ascension  Lutheran  Church,  a  mission 
congregation  in  Knoxville,  Tennessee.  Pastor  McCullough  also  functions  as  The  American 
Lutheran  Church's  representative  on  the  CORA  Collegiate  Staff.  CORA  is  based  in 
KNOXVILLE,  and  serves  the  13-state  Appalachian  region.  The  incidents  described  in  this 
article  took  place  during  a  CORA  sponsored  tour  of  Central  Appalachia  in  August,  1972. 
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Strip  mining  in 

fare  payments  could  be  resumed.  It  is 
understandable  why  Bessie  and  others  like 
her  are  now  active  in  the  local  Welfare 
Rights  Organization. 

Mart  Shepherd,  also  in  the  group,  des- 
cribed what  happened  to  his  beautiful  little 
80-acre  farm  on  the  mountainside.  He 
owned  the  land  and  farmed  it,  as  had  his 
father  before  him.  When  the  strip  miners 
came  with  their  bulldozers  and  trucks,  they 
left  all  but  one  acre  completely  destroyed  - 
and  he  said  he  has  no  legal  recourse.  Mart, 
like  many  others  in  the  mountains,  is  the 
victim  of  a  "broad  form  deed"  executed  in 
some  distant  past;  under  its  terms,  mining 
companies  have  purchased  mineral  rights 
for  as  little  5^  per  acre.  The  terms  of  the 
deed  specify  that  any  and  all  minerals  on 
the  property  may  be  removed  by  whatever 
means  the  miners  decide  is  most  feasible. 
Today,  that  means  stripping.  On  the  steep 
slopes  of  Appalachia,  this  destroys  the  land 
and  pollutes  the  streams  with  mineral 
waste. 

It  reminded  us  of  the  colonialism  that 
suppressed  and  exploited  the  people  of 
Africa  in  the  last  century.  We  were  incre- 
dulous that  anyone  in  this  era  and  parti- 


tern  Kentucky 

cularly  in  our  country  could  have  this  kind 
of  power  to  destroy  the  destiny  of  a  whole 
people.  But  we  soon  had  evidence  that 
such  malevolent  power  exists. 

Our  meeting  in  the  hospital  was  inter- 
rupted by  a  nervous  assistant  hospital 
administrator  who  said,  "You  people  must 
leave  the  building  immediately.  We  have 
just  received  a  bomb  threat!"  It  appeared 
that  no  one  in  the  room  really  believed  it, 
but  we  moved  out  of  the  building  with 
quiet  dispatch.  Outside,  the  police  were 
waiting  to  command  us,  "We  must  ask  you 
to  get  in  your  cars  and  get  off  the  hospital 
grounds  at  once."  While  the  local  people 
meeting  with  us  assured  us  that  it  was 
merely  "a  coincidence,"  we  could  not  help 
but  note  that  our  little  group  represented  a 
wide  spectrum  of  national  church  bodies 
and  potentially  a  powerful  forum-and  that 
no  patients  were  evacuated. 

We  adjourned  to  a  Presbyterian  church 
in  a  nearby  town  and  continued  our 
meeting  far  into  the  night.  The  women  told 
of  having  moved  onto  mining  sites  to  block 
the  big  machines  with  their  bodies.  They 

(Continued  on  page  21) 
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EDITORIALS 

Achievement  and  Challenge 


Great  stress  is  being  laid  today  upon 
the  rights  and  role  of  minorities.  All  human 
beings,  it  is  said,  should  be  free  to  control 
their  own  lives  and  to  run  their  own  organ- 
izations. In  the  past,  we  have  often  proudly 
stressed  that  this  nation  is  a  melting  pot; 
that  its  doors  were  open  to  the  poor  and 
oppressed  from  all  over  the  world;  that 
each  and  all  should  find  freedom  and  a 
home,  and  should  become  absorbed  into 
one  great  and  grand  society. 

Indeed,  the  melting  and  molding  pro- 
cesses have  been  going  on,  and  people  from 
various  racial  and  national  backgrounds 
have  found  a  good  measure  of  freedom  and 
prosperity  in  the  land  of  their  adoption. 
Every  nation  of  Europe  has  contributed 
some  of  its  sons  and  daughters.  Added  to 
these  have  been  uncounted  thousands  who 
have  come  from  the  Middle  East,  from 
Asia,  from  Africa,  from  the  islands  of  the 
seven  seas. 

While  most  came  of  their  own  free 
will,  one  large  block  of  emigrants  were 
brought  over  in  chains  at  a  time  when  the 
practice  of  slavery  was  rather  widespread. 
These  have  had  a  toilsome  road  up  toward 
freedom.  The  climb  has  been  slow  and 
marked  by  tragedy,  but  on  the  whole  it  has 
been  steady  and  sure.  These  emigrants 
from  Africa  are  now  increasingly  entering 
into  the  mainstream  of  American  Life— as 
have  other  emigrant  groups  whose  path  was 
much  easier. 

Another  group  whose  lot  has  not  been 
happy  is  made  up  of  the  original  Ameri- 
cans, the  Indians  who  possessed  these 
plains  and  forests  long  before  the  coming 
of  colonists.  They,  too,  were  disadvantaged, 
and  in  the  unequal  contest  for  dominion 
they  were  forced  to  give  ground  before  the 
advance  of  a  more  sophisticated  civiliza- 
tion. Eventually  they  were  relegated  to  en- 
claves of  political  quietude  where  they  lay 
dormant  in  the  midst  of  a  vibrant,  growing 
nation. 
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The  mid-twentieth  century  has  seen  a  i 
sensational  breakthrough  which  has  radi- 
cally affected  the  welfare  of  blacks,  Ameri- 
can Indians,  and  other  ethnic  groups  who 
had  previously  been  locked  into  economic 
and  political  captivity  either  through  laws 
or  customs  or  other  conditions  with  which 
they  could  not  adequately  cope. 

It  will  never  be  the  same  for  all  such 
minority  groups  and  we  can  all  be  thankful  I 
for  their  release  to  fuller  participation  ini 
the  larger  life  of  the  nation.  This  is  not  to) 
say  that  the  day  has  fully  dawned  for  all  i 
such  minority  persons.  For  most  that  day/ 
will  fully  come  only  when  educational  de- 
ficiencies, economic  disadvantages  andl 
cultural  obstacles  are  surmounted. 

These  correctives,  unfortunately,  can- 
not be  given  in  an  instant  handout.  In  fact, 
only  partly  can  they  be  given  at  all.  They 
must  also  be  received,  appropriated  and 
absorbed  into  the  personality,  into  the 
family,  into  the  cultural  organism.  The  pro- 
cess of  this  appropriation  and  absorption  is 
going  on  today  at  great  speed— as  history 
measures  achievements.  This  process,  to  be  ■ 
sure,  seems  extremely  slow  to  those  who 
have  risen  quickly  in  response  to  the  open 
doors.  These  in  the  forefront  tend  to  fuss 
over  the  doors  that  remain  only  ajar  or  act- 
ually closed.  They  fret  over  the  half-done 
job  and  fear  that  the  rest  of  it  will  never 
come  about. 

Where  are  we  at  the  moment?  We  have 
come  a  long  way  toward  an  open  society,  j 
We  have  come  a  long  way  in  the  United 
Methodist  Church.  But  we  have  a  long  way 
to  go  yet.  The  ties  of  Christian  love  are  still 
at  best  tenuous.  Brotherly  relationships 
have  been  achieved  by  individuals,  especial- 
ly in  the  higher  echelons  of  church  life.  But 
on  the  level  of  the  local  community, 
among  our  congregations,  ventures  in  wor- 
ship and  fellowship  across  racial  and  ethnic 
lines  have  been  all  too  few. 

The  realization  of  this  fact  should  dis- 


courage  us  from  resting  on  our  laurels  or 
from  patting  each  other  on  the  back  too 
enthusiastically.  We  should  thank  God  for 
all  that  has  been  achieved— and  it  is  not 
inconsiderable.  Then  we  should  ask  for 
strength  and  wisdom  as  we  face  this  un- 
finished task  in  this  crucial  area  of  human 
relations. 

National  Council 
Facing 

Momentous 
Decisions 

When  the  General  Assembly  of  the 
National  Council  of  Churches  meets  in 
Dallas,  Dec.  3-7  it  will  deal  with  several 
vital  concerns  which  can  have  far-reaching 
consequences.  In  the  first  place,  it  will 
decide  whether  or  not  to  accept  a  proposed 
reorganization  of  itself.  Then,  it  will  deal 
with  two  important  position  papers  which 
have  been  prepared  by  task  groups.  One  is 
on  abortion  and  the  other  on  amnesty. 

The  General  Assembly  will  also  deal 
with  three  broad  areas  of  religious  concern. 
These  are  1)  Evangelism  and  Church 
Renewal;  2)  Justice,  Liberation  and  Human 
Fulfillment;  and  3)  Stewardship  of  Crea- 
tion and  Quality  of  Life. 

Materials  dealing  with  all  of  these  mat- 
ters have  been  in  the  hands  of  delegates  for 
some  time.  Furthermore,  the  some  800 
representatives  of  the  33  denominations 
which  make  up  the  General  Assembly  will 
spend  a  considerable  amount  of  time  in 
eighty  strategy  groups,  each  of  which  will 
make  a  report  of  its  findings  to  the  Assem- 
bly steering  body  which  will  in  turn  pre- 
sent to  the  whole  body  its  major  recom- 
mendations for  action.  Outstanding  church 
leaders  also  are  scheduled  to  make  addres- 
ses covering  the  various  fields  of  concern  to 
be  dealt  with. 

We  expect  to  make  a  full  report  of  the 
decisions  and  actions  of  this  important 
ecumenical  body  in  a  future  issue  of  the 
Advocate. 


NC  Conference 
Council  Elects 
Committees, 
Adopts 
Program  Budget 

When  the  North  Carolina  Conference 
Council  on  Ministries  met  on  Nov.  17  at 
Raleigh  it  devoted  a  substantial  portion  of 
its  time  to  consideration  of  budget  requests 
to  be  submitted  to  the  Council  on  Finance 
and  Administration  (CFA).  In  general  the 
requests  followed  the  askings  for  the  pre- 
vious year,  with  an  overall  increase  of 
about  5%  included. 

The  figures  approved  by  the  Council  on 
Ministries  will  be  submitted  to  the  CFA 
when  it  convenes  on  Dec.  4-5. 

In  other  action,  the  Council  elected  a 
vice  chairman  and  secretary;  also  personnel 
to  serve  on  several  of  its  committees.  G.  L. 
Garrick  of  Jacksonville,  conference  lay 
leader,  was  elected  vice  chairman  while  Dr. 
W.  K.  Quick  was  elected  to  serve  as  secre- 
tary. 

The  Interim  Committee  on  Budget  was 
elected  as  a  permanent  committee.  Its 
members  are  as  follows:  John  M.  Cline,  A. 
F.  Fisher,  Mrs.  D.  K.  Fry,  John  W.  Hobbs, 
C.  H.  Mercer,  W.  J.  Nease,  W.  K.  Quick,  J. 
R.  Watkins,  and  N.  W.  Grant  (ex  officio). 

The  new  staff  personnel  committee  con- 
sists of  W.  H.  Kirby,  Warren  Petteway,  G. 
R.  McKenzie,  J.  H.  McCallum,  G.  L. 
Garrick,  Mrs.  D.  K.  Fry,  Mrs.  H.  L.  Mann, 
David  Broadwell,  Bishop  R.  M.  Blackburn, 
and  N.  W.  Grant. 

Elected  to  serve  on  the  Committee  on 
Research  were  Christian  White,  Mrs.  Mar- 
vin Vick,  M.  W.  Stancil,  Mrs.  Shelton  Boyd 
and  J.  V.  Early. 

The  following  were  elected  as  additional 
at  large  members  of  the  Council:  L.  H. 
Moore,  S.  F.  Cummings,  Ross  Townes  and 
Mrs.  Mary  Boyd. 

(Continued  on  page  23) 
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Judicial  Council 
Issues  Seven  Decisions 


HOT  SPRINGS,  Ark.  (UMI)-Some 
powers  of  the  new  General  Council  on  Min- 
istries (GCOM)  were  ruled  unconstitutional 
by  the  United  Methodist  Church's  Judicial 
Council.  It  also  invalidated  annual  confer- 
ences' supplemental  funds  for  bishops' 
office  expenses. 

These  were  among  seven  decisions 
issued  here  during  the  "supreme  court's" 
Oct.  26-28  meeting,  presided  over  by  the 
Rev.  Ralph  M.  Houston  of  Mt.  Tremper, 
N.Y.,  and  Ft.  Pierce,  Fla.  (See  Nov.  16  Ad- 
vocate for  decisions  approving  Mississippi 
conferences'  merger  plans  and  ruling  out 
election  of  lay  persons  as  bishops.) 

The  council  ruled  (Decision  364)  that 
the  "legislative  powers  granted  to  the  Gen- 
eral Council  of  Ministries"  by  the  1972 
General  Conference  are  unconstitutional. 
In  its  7-2  decision,  the  council  said  General 
Conference  "may  not  delegate  legislative 
functions  and  responsibilities." 

It  was  not  believed  that  the  ruling 
would  disturb  the  specific  functions  legisla- 
ted for  GCOM  in  another  paragraph. 

The  ruling  applies  only  to  Par.  829, 
which  specifies  GCOM  powers,  but  it  does 
not  stipulate  whether  the  entire  paragraph 
is  unconstitutional.  The  paragraph  reads: 

"The  powers  of  the  Council  on  Minis- 
tries are:  a)  To  establish  policies  and  make 
decisions  governing  the  functions  of  the 
general  boards  and  agencies  of  the  United 
Methodist  Church,  consistent  with  the  act- 
ions of  the  General  Conference,  during  the 
interim  between  its  sessions;  b)  to  approve 
or  disapprove  recommendations  by  a  board 
to  change  its  internal  structure  as  specified 
by  the  Discipline  or  by  boards  to  transfer 
functions  among  them,  subject  to  ratifica- 
tion by  the  General  Conference." 

The  council's  ruling  holds  that  powers 
delineated  in  the  paragraph  "go  far  beyond 
promotion  and  administration,"  matters 
which  the  General  Conference  is  empower- 
ed to  delegate.  They  are,  it  says,  "legisla- 
tive in  nature  and  .  .  .  could,  in  effect, 
make  the  General  Council  on  Ministries  an 
interim,  and  more  or  less  continuous,  Gen- 
eral Conference."  Though  the  council 
would  be  required  to  report  to  General 
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Conference  for  confirmation,  the  court 
said  the  conference  "would  be  faced  with  a 
fait  accompli,"  meaning  the  GCOM  would 
"be  exercising  legislative  functions  reserved  : 
to  the  General  Conference." 

Decision  365  ruled  that  "the  action  of  f 
an  annual  conference  which  would  include 
in  its  annual  budget  an  amount  for  supple- 
mentary support  for  the  office  expense  of 
a  bishop  is  contrary"  to  the  Discipline.  The? 
council  carefully  distinguished  the  item  of 
office  expenses  from  "an  area  expense 
fund  which  may  provide  for  additional  pro- 
gram staff  and  services  to  the  churches  inn 
the  area,"  which  it  said  would  be  legiti- 
mate. 

Any  other  decision,  noted  the  council,!, 
"would  foster  double  apportionment  for 
episcopal  support"  on  any  annual  confer- 
ence responding. 

Although  this  issue  came  from  Mem-' 
phis  Conference,  the  ruling  is  expected  too 
have  a  wide  effect  across  the  church.  An 
official  of  the  Council  on  Finance  and  Ad- 
ministration (CFA)  said  all  or  most  annual 
conferences  provide  such  a  supplement,  in 
varying  amounts. 

The  decision  held  that  the  Constitu-i  J 
tion  gives  the  General  Conference  author- 
ity "to  adopt  a  plan  for  the  support  of  the 
bishops"  and  that  the  annual  conference 
has  no  such  authority.  The  Episcopal 
Fund,  approved  by  General  Conference 
and  administered  by  CFA,  includes 
"amounts  as  may  be  judged  adequate"  for 
bishops'  house,  office  and  travel  expenses. 

During  1973,  CFA  will  grant  each  / 
bishop  not  more  than  $12,000  for  secre- 
tarial and  office  expense  and  equipment, 
an  amount  increasing  $1,000  annually  for 
the  remainder  of  the  quadrennium.  This  is 
paid  on  the  basis  of  budgets  provided  by 
each  bishop  and  approved  by  CFA. 

In  Decision  361,  the  council  returned  I 
to  a  problem  on  the  status  of  central  con- 
ference bishops  for  terms  which  expired 
upon  or  before  their  retirement.  A  year 
ago,  it  ruled  that  those  who  were  bishops 
at  the  time  of  union  in  1968  remained  bis- 
hops, but  not  those  who  had  retired  earlier, 
under   Methodist   Church   statutes.  This 


omitted  Hobart  B.  Amstutz  and  Enrique  C. 
Balloch. 

At  that  time,  the  council  said:  "If  this 
ruling  results  in  consequences  that  are 
believed  to  be  inequitable  or  were  not 
intended,  the  remedy  lies  in  the  authority 
of  the  General  Conference." 

The  1972  General  Conference  attemp- 
ted such  a  remedy  by  legislation  to  include 
as  retired  bishops  "all  bishops  of  former 
or  existing  central  conferences."  The  coun- 
cil ruled  that  this  amendment  did  not  cor- 
rect the  situation  because  it  "cannot  be 
applied  retroactively  beyond  1968,"  when 
the  United  Methodist  Church  did  not  exist. 

The  council  reiterated  its  1971  state- 
ment that  status  as  a  retired  bishop  and  the 
emoluments  are  "separable  issues,"  and 
held  that  its  decision  would  not  limit  the 
authority  of  the  Council  on  Finance  and 
Adminstration  to  "determine  the  appropr- 
iate allowance  to  be  paid  a  former  term 
bishop." 

Other  decisions  were:  (No.  360)  A  les- 
ser annuity  rate  paid  by  an  annual  confer- 
ence to  a  minister  who  transfers  out  of  that 
conference  and  retires  from  another  annual 
conference  is  illegal;  (No.  366)  an  elder 
who  has  been  granted  voluntary  location 
may  be  classified  on  the  conference  rolls, 
and  serve  as  a  lay  pastor,  but  is  not  subject 
to  assignment  of  the  district  superin- 
tendent. 

The  council  set  its  next  meeting  for 
May  23-26,  1973. 


Half-Million  Dollar  Gift 

Misenheimer -The  fall  meeting  of  the 
Pfeiffer  Board  of  Trustees  on  November  1 3 
was  highlighted  by  an  announcement  from 
Dr.  Henry  Herold,  President  of  the  Pfeiffer 
Foundation  and  a  college  trustee,  of  a  gift 
from  the  Foundation  of  half  a  million 

I  dollars  to  the  college. 

The  gift  was  designated  for  helping  to 
meet  the  $1,500,000  construction  cost  of 

!  the  new  Pfeiffer  health  and  physical  educa- 
tion center  which  opened  in  December 
1971. 

Mr.  Herold  in  announcing  the  gift  said 
it  was  made  to  the  college  as  a  memorial  to 


the  late  Dr.  Garfield  D.  Merner,  San  Fran- 
cisco, Calif.,  a  long  time  Pfeiffer  trustee 
and  benefactor.  Dr.  Merner  was  a  former 
president  of  the  G.  A.  Pfeiffer  Foundation, 
New  York  City. 

Board  of  Trustee  Chairman  Arthur  P. 
Harris  and  Pres.  Douglas  Reid  Sasser  jointly 
accepted  the  gift  from  Mr.  Herold.  Many 
other  statements  of  appreciation  came 
from  trustees  to  the  Foundation  including 
expressions  from  Bishop  Earl  G.  Hunt,  Jr., 
Charlotte,  of  the  Western  N.  C.  Con- 
ference, and  David  Stedman,  Asheboro, 
chairman  of  the  trustee  finance  committee. 

Dr.  Merner,  who  died  in  San  Francisco 
in  January  1972,  began  his  association  with 
Pfeiffer  College  in  the  early  1930's  about 
the  time  his  aunt,  the  late  Mrs.  Henry 
Pfeiffer,  became  interested  in  the  Meth- 
odist-related college. 

The  Board  of  Trustees  during  their  regu- 
lar meeting  received  reports  from  various 
trustee  committees. 

Trustee  Finance  Committee  Chairman 
Stedman  and  Development  Committee 
Chairman  Earl  Wagoner,  Jr.,  gave  lenthy 
reports  on  the  activities  of  their  commit- 
tees to  assist  the  college  in  operating  with  a 
balanced  budget. 


Our  Sixth  Holy  Land  Tour 

HOLYLAND  HOLIDAY-NINE  DAYS 

Israel  Syria 
Jordan  Lebanon 
$686.00 

Departing  Charlotte-March  5,  1973 
Write  or  call 
Rev.  &  Mrs.  William  A.  Rock,  Jr. 
New  Hope  United  Methodist  Church 
4693  Andrews  Drive 
Winston  Salem,  N.C.  27106 
Phone  919-924-21 10 
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Noted  Theologian 


To  Lead  Minister's 
Workshop 


Dr.  Roger  L.  Shinn  of  Union  Theolo- 
gical Seminary,  New  York,  will  lead  a 
three-day  workshop  for  ministers  at  Pfeif- 
fer  College,  Misenheimer,  Jan.  29-31.  Enti- 
tled "Understanding  and  Addressing  the 
Secular  Mind  of  Today,"  the  course  will 
seek  to  help  the  ministers  understand  the 
real  values,  thinking,  pressures,  situations 
of  laymen  within  and  without  the  church 
today  and  to  explore  the  formulation  and 
expression  of  the  Gospel  message  to  these 
laymen. 

A  member  of  the  Union  faculty  since 
1959,  Dr.  Shinn  was  appointed  Reinhold 
Niebuhr  Professor  of  Social  Ethics  in 
1970.  His  latest  book  Wars  and  Rumors  of 
Wars,  won  the  Abingdon  Award  for  1972. 
An  ordained  minister  of  the  United  Church 
of  Christ,  he  is  co-chairman  with  Margaret 
Mead  of  the  USA  Task  Force  on  the  Fu- 
ture of  Mankind  and  the  Role  of  the 


Church  in  a  World  of  Science-based  tech- 
nology. 

Follow-up  sessions  of  the  course  are  to 
be  held  in  Charlotte  on  Monday  after- 
noons, Feb.  5,  19;  March  5,  26;  April  9, 
and  a  final  date  to  be  scheduled.  Ministers 
may  attend  the  workshop  only,  or  may 
continue  in  the  semester  course  for  aca- 
demic credit  as  special  students  or  as  non- 1 
credit  students. 

Workshop   coordinators   are  Dr. 
McMurry  S.  Richey,  director  of  Continuing  : 
Education,  Duke  Divinity  School;  Rev. 
Donald  W.  Haynes,  chairman,  WNC  Confer- 
ence Committee  on  Continuing  Education, . 
and  the  Rev.  Oscar  F.  Dowdle,  chairman  of  f 
extension  studies  for  the  Continuing  Edu-  - 
cation  Committee. 

Scholarship  aid  will  be  available  for  all  I 
ministers  who  need  it. 

WNC  Workshop 
Commission  3 
Meets,  ] 
Plans  Workshop 

The  WNC  Conference  Commission  on 
Worship,  meeting  Sept.  23  at  Wesley 
Memorial  UM  Church  in  Statesville,  elected 
a  new  vice-chairman,  planned  a  Worship 
Workshop,  and  met  in  small  groups  to  dis- 
cuss its  report  made  to  the  Annual  Confer- 
ence in  June.  Rev.  J.  Dwight  Cartner  of 
High  Point,  chairman,  presided  over  the 
meeting. 

David  Shook  was  elected  vice-chairman 
of  the  Commission  to  succeed  Jay  0.  Lam- 
beth, who  had  resigned.  P.  J.  Turner  and 
Rev.  Nelson  Adams  were  elected  to  serve  as 
members-at-large  on  the  executive  commit- 
tee. 

Appointed  to  serve  as  a  planning  com- 
mittee for  the  February  workshop  on  wor- 
ship were  Rev.  Nelson  Adams,  Mrs.  Linda 
McElrath,  Miss  Mary  P.  Love,  David  Shook 
and  Rev.  Lloyd  Hunsucker. 
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The  workshop  is  scheduled  February 
12-13  at  Hartzell  Memorial  UM  Church, 
Hickory.  Leaders  will  be  Philip  R.  Diet- 
terich  from  First  United  Methodist  Church, 
Westfield,  New  Jersey,  James  E.  Hull  of 
Greensboro  College,  and  J.  William 
Stephenson,  Jr.,  from  First  UM  Church, 
Charlotte.  Activities  will  center  around  the 
use  of  the  Christian  year  in  Worship.  Minis- 
ters, district  directors  of  worship,  and 
others  are  urged  to  make  plans  to  attend. 

Suggestions  coming  out  of  the  small 
group  discussions  included  asking  that  the 
Commission  on  Worship  print  the  "Theo- 
logy on  Worship"  with  its  resource  material 
and  also  print  information  on  wedding  and 
funeral  services  for  conference  publication. 
Another  suggestion  was  that  more  lay 
people  be  used  in  worship  services. 

Prominent 
Williamston 
Churchman  Dies 

Herbert  Linwood  Swain,  77,  former 
state  senator,  retired  Williamston  lawyer, 
and  active  churchman,  died,  Nov.  1,  in  a 
Greenville  convalescent  center,  where  he 
had  been  a  patient  for  five  weeks  following 
a  lengthy  illness. 

He  was  a  member  of  the  First  United 
Methodist  Church  of  Williamston,  and  had 
served  for  nearly  40  years  on  its  Official 
Board.  He  was  a  long-time  district  lay  lea- 
der for  the  Greenville  district  and  a  dele- 
gate many  times  to  the  North  Carolina 
Conference.  He  was  chosen  as  delegate 
from  the  Elizabeth  City  district  to  the  na- 
tional Methodist  Men's  Conference  at  Pur- 
due University,  and  was  instrumental  in 
organizing  the  United  Methodist  Men's 
Club  of  his  church.  He  was  active  as  a 
Church  School  superintendent,  Church 
School  teacher,  and  member  of  the  chancel 
choir. 

Surviving,  besides  his  widow,  the  former 
Olena  McClees  of  Williamston,  are  three 
daughters,  Mrs.  Olena  S.  Bunn  of  Greens- 


boro, Mrs.  Mary  Katherine  Daniels  of 
Williamston,  and  Mrs.  Alberta  Elliott  of 
West  Hartford,  Conn.;  one  brother,  Wilbert 
J.  Swain  of  Farmingdale,  N.J.;  and  seven 
grandchildren. 

A  memorial  service  was  held  in  the  First 
United  Methodist  Church  on  November  4, 
conducted  by  the  Rev.  Wallace  Ellis, 
minister.  Interment  followed  in  Martin 
Memorial  Gardens.  Contributions  to  a 
memorial  fund  established  in  his  name  may 
be  made  to  the  First  United  Methodist 
Church  of  Williamston. 


EDUCATIONAL  FURNITURE 


DIXIE  EQUIPMENT  COMPANY,  INC. 

418  N.  Greensboro  St. 
Liberty,  N.  C.  27298 
Phone:  919-622-2204 


OPPORTUNITIES 

Five  cents  a  word.  Please  count  your  words 
and  send  remittance  when  sending  your  copy 


HOUSEKEEPER  WANTED  to  live  in  and  care 
for  elder  Methodist  preacher  and  wife.  Call  L.  A. 
Watts,  Jr.,  Raleigh  782-1565  or  write  3330 
Coleridge  Drive,  Raleigh,  N.C.  27609. 


WANTED:  Full-time  Director  of  Education  and 
Music  for  medium  size  church  in  central  N.  C. 
Salary  negotiable.  Write:  Director  Education/ 
Music,  Box  508,  Greensboro. 


BACHELOR  OF  ARTS  looking  for  position  as 
choir  director  or  combination  choir  director/ 
organist.  Call  (919)  646-0711  after  6  p.m.  or 
write  Box  191,  Lake  Waccamaw,  N.C.  28450. 
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Noon  Prayer  Call 

NASHVILLE.  Tenn.  (UMI)-Millions 
of  persons  representing  most  communities 
in  the  LTnited  States  and  Canada  are  gearing 
up  for  the  launch  of  Key  73,  according  to 
Ronn  Kerr,  director  of  communications  for 
the  L'nited  Methodist  Board  of  Disciple- 
ship's  Evangelism  Division  and  chairman  of 
the  Key  ~3  Phase  One  Task  Force. 

The  first  step  in  the  launch  of  the 
mammoth  evangelism  effort  will  he  a 
"Noon  Prayer  Call"  emphasis  Christmas 
through  Epiphany  followed  by  a  "Launch 
Television  Special"  near  the  first  of  the 
year. 

In  addition  to  calling  persons  to 
prayer.  Mr.  Kerr  said  the  Noon  Prayer  Call 
is  designed  to  call  attention  to  the  begin- 
ning of  Key  "5.  a  mammoth  ecumenical 
effort  involving  150  denominations  and 
Christian  groups  in  the  U.S.  and  Canada. 

At  noon  daily.  Christians  will  be  urged 
to  stop  what  they  are  doing  and  pause  to 
pray  "that  millions  will  be  led  to  Christ" 
through  the  efforts  of  Key  73. 

Participants  are  being  urged  to  ring 
church  bells,  sound  sirens,  form  noon  hour 
prayer  groups,  utilize  the  mass  media,  and 
establish  meeting  places  for  prayer  in 
homes,  schools,  and  factories. 

At  the  end  of  the  Noon  Prayer  Call 
period.  Saturday,  January  6.  Key  73  will 
be  officially  launched  with  a  half-hour 
color  television  special  entitled  "Faith  in 
Action."  The  documentary  will  feature  an 
assortment  of  Christian  lay  persons  witnes- 
sing in  a  variety  of  ways  to  their  faith  in 
Jesus  Christ. 

Key  73  planners  are  preparing  a 
special  printed  study  guide  to  help  persons 
interested  in  watching  and  discussing  the 
television  special  in  small  groups. 

Mr.  Kerr  said  hundreds  of  persons 
across  the  U.S.  and  Canada  are  calling  on 
television  stations  to  place  the  program  in 
prime  or  fringe-prime  time  Saturday.  Jan- 
uary t>. 

'"Against  unbelievable  odds  we  are 
having  exceptionally  good  response  from 
stations  which  are  making  free  time  avail- 
able to  Key  73,"  Mr.  Kerr  said.  TV  place- 
ments will  be  announced  through  the 
public  press  and  denominational  channels. 
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to  Launch  Key  73 

A   package  ot  materials  including  1 1 
wide  selection  of  planning,  promotion  anc  | 
implementation   resources  to  help  com 
munities  and  individual  congregations  par 
ticipate  in  the  launch  programs  has  been 
prepared  by  Key   73.  Many  basic  pro 
motion  items  such  as  billboards,  radio  ancd 
television  spots,  bumper  stickers,  posters 
newspaper  ads  and  stories  are  available^ 
along  with  a  wide  selection  of  in-churcbj 
planning  and  implementation  items.  Mr 
Kerr  reports  that  more  than  lxh  millioui 
items  have  gone  out  to  local  churches  irn 
the  past  few  weeks. 


One  of  nine  persons  who  will  present  theii  j 
Christian  witness  on  a  special  Key  73  launch  tele-  j 
virion  special  January  6  is  shown  in  this  scene  I 
from  "Faith  In  Action",  a  half-hour  program 
which  will  be  shown  in  nearly  every  television 
market  in  the  United  States  and  Canada.  Watch 
for  local  listing. 

Focusing  on  the  theme  "Calling  Ou 
Continent    To   Christ."   Key    73    is  th« 
"Broadest  cooperative  venture  in  the  his 
tory  of  North  American  Christendom."  Mr  I' 
Kerr  said.  "The  movement  involves  Unite<  > 
Methodist.  Roman  Catholics,  the  Salvatioi  ! 
Army.  Southern  Baptists,  most  pentecosta 


denominations,  nearly  all  of  the  National 
Council  of  Churches  and  National  Associa- 
tion of  Evangelicals  groups,  several  peace 
churches  and  dozens  of  evangelistic  associa- 
tions such  as  the  Billy  Graham  Association, 
Campus  Crusade,  and  the  American  Bible 
Society."  Mr.  Kerr  predicts  that  "by  the 
beginning  of  the  new  year,  nearly  90  per 
cent  of  the  Christians  in  the  United  States 
and  Canada  will  be  involved  in  Key  73 
through  their  denominations." 

In  addition  to  the  Key  73  launch  ac- 
tivities, there  will  be  hundreds  of  other  co- 
operative events  throughout  the  year  in- 
cluding continent-wide  Bible  distribution 
and  study,  massive  lay  visitation  programs, 
several  more  mass  media  events,  and  liter- 
ally thousands  of  crusades,  state  fair 
events,  and  state  and  community  programs. 

A  colorful  brochure  entitled  "Launch- 
ing a  Movement"  which  outlines  the  basic 
materials  for  Key  73  has  been  mailed  to 
350,000  ministers  and  priests  across  North 
America. 

N.C.  Conference 

Priorities 
Listed  By  Bishop 

Bishop  Robert  M.  Blackburn  of  the 
Raleigh  Area  listed  five  priorities  for  N.  C. 
Conference  Methodism  when  he  spoke  to 
ministers  and  church  leaders  of  the  Eliza- 
beth City  District  on  Nov.  1 1 .  He  was  one 
of  the  speakers  for  "Saturday  Soundings," 
an  all-day  learning  experience  held  at  First 
UM  Church  in  Elizabeth  City. 

The  Bishop  said  the  church's  first  pri- 
ority should  be  evangelism.  The  old  for- 
mula of  "Want  Them,  Find  Them,  Teach 
Them  and  Win  Them"  should  be  as  effec- 
tive today  as  it  has  been  in  the  past,  he  told 
the  workshop  participants. 

The  next  two  priorities  work  closely 
together,  Bishop  Blackburn  said.  These  are 
emphasis  upon  ministry  to  youth  and  the 
need  to  recruit  capable  leadership.  Leader- 
ship will  be  developed  through  ministry  to 
young  people,  he  added. 

Bishop  Blackburn  told  the  pastors  and 


laymen  that  increased  giving  is  one  of  his 
main  concerns,  as  well  as  being  a  top  pri- 
ority for  the  Conference. 

In  closing,  the  episcopal  leader  empha- 
sized that  trust  among  Methodists  is  essen- 
tial. In  order  for  pastors  and  church 
members  to  accomplish  the  local  church's 
mission  they  must  work  together  in  trust. 
For  the  Conference  to  progress  there  must 
be  trust  between  local  churches  and  confer- 
ence leaders.  To  often,  he  said,  there  has 
been  a  tendency  to  say  "They"  about  lea- 
ders in  Raleigh. 

"Our  trust  and  love,  our  concern  for  the 
church's  task  today,  will  lead  us  to  feed  His 
sheep.  Our  being  Christians  today  puts  us 
under  the  obligation  of  the  Word,"  Bishop 
Blackburn  said  in  his  concluding  remarks. 

The  END? 

The  BEGINNING? 

BOTH! 

For  church  benevolences: 

•  the  end — finishing  '72  and 
the  quadrennium 

•  the  beginning — new 
quadrennium,  new  goals 

Christian  stewardship  demands 
that  we : 

•  End,  by  paying  World 
Service  and  other 
benevolences  in  full 

•  Begin  anew,  setting 
greater  goals  for 
greater  good 

WORLD  SERVICE 
555^  depends  on  you  ! 

Division  of  Interpretation,  United 
Methodist  Church,  1200  Davis  St. 
Evanston,  111.  60201 
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Youth  Share  Celebration  of  Life 


Singing,  balloons,  drums  and  a  lot  of 
love  were  characteristics  of  Youth  Sunday 
in  the  First  United  Methodist  Church  of 
Mt.  Gilead,  recently.  Using  the  theme 
"Celebrate,"  approximately  forty  youth 
participated  in  the  service  which  combined 
music  and  short  verses  to  celebrate  every- 
thing in  life  from  the  simplicity  of  a  flower 
to  the  huge  realm  of  God's  love. 

The  youth  used  drums,  guitars,  a  piano 
and  tamborine  to  show  their  love  through 
music.  They  used  many  contemporary 
songs  in  the  service— "Prepare  Ye,"  "Morn- 
ing Has  Broken,"  "Joy  is  Like  the  Rain," 
"Kum  Ba  Yah,"  "Turn,  Turn,  Turn,"  "Day 
by  Day"  and  several  others.  Each  song  and 
verse  had  a  special  purpose  in  the  service 
by  helping  everyone  see  and  hear  that  with- 
out God's  love,  there  is  no  joy.  There  was  a 
time  of  sharing  between  the  youth  and  the 
church  members  when  anyone  who  wished 
to  do  so  shared  with  the  congregation  what 
"celebration"  and  "to  celebrate"  meant  to 
him. 

The  climax  of  the  Youth  Sunday  cen- 
tered around  a  short  story  about  a  small 
boy  who  wanted  to  bring  his  balloon  to 


church  and  was  refused.  Believing  that 
God's  love  is  great  enough  to  include  the 
joy  of  a  small  balloon,  the  youth  gave  each 
member  of  the  church  a  balloon.  Everyone 
was  asked  to  write  a  message  of  love,  put  it 
into  the  balloon,  blow  it  up  and  pass  the 
balloon  to  another  person.  While  singing 
"Pass  it  On,"  the  youth  exchanged  their 
balloons  by  going  into  the  congregation 
and  then  everyone  exchanged  balloons 
with  messages  of  love  and  sang  "What  the 
World  Needs  Now." 

The  Youth  ended  their  service  by  asking 
everyone  to  leave  without  speaking  when 
singing  the  last  song,  "Amazing  Grace." 
Balloons  were  taken  home  where  each  per- 
son could  read  his  message  of  love.  In  con- 
clusion the  youth  said: 

"Our  music  may  have  been  different, 
our  drums  a  little  loud  and  our  clapping  a 
little  strong.  But  that  is  a  part  of  us,  our 
life  and  joy  that  we  wanted  to  share  with 
you." 

Youth  Sunday  in  Mt.  Gilead  was  a  time 
of  sharing,  loving  and  celebrating  the  joy 
and  greatness  of  God's  love! 
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BISCOE  DEDICA  TION 

On  Sunday,  Oct.  22,  the  12-room  educational 
building  of  Page  Memorial  UM  Church  in  Biscoe 
was  dedicated  by  Bishop  Robert  M.  Blackburn. 
Taking  part  in  the  note  burning  are,  from  left,  C. 
E.  Freeman,  K.  F.  Hearn,  Bishop  Blackburn,  H. 
C.  Williams,  Rev.  D.  C.  Wise,  D.  T.  Scarborough 
and  Rev.  J.  G.  White.  Bishop  Blackburn  also 
preached  at  the  morning  worship  service.  A 
fellowship  meal  followed  the  service. 


ATTENTION  ALL  MINISTERS 
IN  WNC  CONFERENCE!! 

All  of  the  1972  Journals  have  been 
placed  in  the  mail.  However  some  came 
back  from  the  Post  Office  loose  with  no 
labels.  If  you  have  not  received  your 
Journals  please  notify  me  immediately. 

W.  T.  Medlin 
Conference  Secretary 


Bishop  Cannon 
Honored  By  Hometown 

The  town  of  Dalton,  Ga.  and  Whitfield 
County  recently  designated  November  20 
as  Bishop  William  R.  Cannon  Day,  thus 
honoring  one  who  grew  up  there.  The  cere- 
monies were  climaxed  by  a  testimonial 
dinner  at  Dalton's  First  United  Methodist 
Church. 


BREVARD  COLLEGE  -  YOUR  COLLEGE! 


If  YOU  are  interested  in  a  QUALITY  EDUCATION  in  a  CHRISTIAN  ENVIRONMENT, 
then  BREVARD  COLLEGE  is  for  YOU!  We  invite  your  application  or  inquiry. 
Write  today  to:  DIRECTOR  OF  ADMISSIONS,  BREVARD  COLLEGE 
BOX  X,  BREVARD,  NORTH  CAROLINA  28712 

QUALITY  EDUCATION  IN  THE  FOL- 
LOWING AREAS: 

AGRICULTURE  SCIENCES,  ART,  BUS- 
INESS ADMINISTRATION,  ENGINEER- 
ING, LIBERAL  ARTS,  MATHEMATICS, 
MEDICAL  SCIENCES,  MUSIC,  SOCIAL 
SCIENCE,  TEACHING:  PRIMARY  OR 
ELEMENTARY. 

ACCREDITATION 

Southern  Association  of  Colleges  and  Schools 
North  Carolina  State  Department  of  Education 
University  Senate  of  The  United  Methodist  Ch. 
National  Association  of  Schools  of  Music 

BREVARD  COLLEGE  is  owned  and  operated  by  the  WESTERN  NORTH  CAROLINA 
CONFERENCE  of  THE  UNITED  METHODIST  CHURCH.  Committed  to  CHRISTIAN 
concepts,  BREVARD  COLLEGE  is  dedicated  to  a  way  of  life  that  instills  within  the 
student  a  greater  desire  to  become  a  more  responsible  and  creative  member  of  society. 


Some  Considerations  for  A  Pluralistic  Church 
by  Richard  E.  Parsons 

In  the  September  21  issue  of  the  North 
Carolina  Christian  Advocate  there  was  an 
article  in  Women's  News  which  provided  a 
checklist  of  political  statements  that  were 
supported  by  the  United  Methodist 
Church.  This  checklist  disturbs  me.  My 
concern  is  not  the  statements  themselves, 
but  the  UMC  stamp  of  approval  preceding 
the  statement.  My  concern  is  not  that  the 
church  gets  involved  in  politics,  but  rather 
how  it  gets  involved. 

In  this  particular  article  there  was  a 
checklist  of  eleven  subjects  ranging  from 
the  war  in  Vietnam  to  abortion.  This 
checklist  is  fine  for  presenting  a  portion  of 
the  political  issues  that  face  the  voter  in 
1972.  However,  the  disturbing  point  of  the 
checklist  is  the  UMC  support  of  these  state- 
ments. I  would  assume  that  before  such  a 
stand  was  taken  by  the  church,  that  the 
people  that  make  up  that  church  would 
have  an  opportunity  to  voice  their  opin- 
ion on  the  various  subjects.  Perhaps  I 
am  ignorant  of  historical  facts,  but  I  have 
always  had  the  impression  that  the  church, 
institutionally  speaking,  was  maae  up  of 
the  people  in  the  church.  Our  church  has 
had  a  history  of  great  leaders  both  in  the 
clergy  and  laity  who  under  the  grace  of 
God  have  made  the  UMC  the  great  and 
wonderful  church  that  she  is  today. 

Opinions  in  the  church  are  as  varied  as 
the  opinions  in  the  country,  simply  be- 
cause the  people  in  this  country  are  the 
people  of  the  church.  These  people  support 
their  church,  work  for  their  church  and 
help  build  the  church.  I  am  speaking  of  the 
white  and  blue  collar  workers  of  America 
who  for  the  most  part  are  loyal  and  dedi- 
cated men  and  women  who  love  their 
respective  churches.  I  believe  that  this  loy- 
alty and  dedication  is  often  violated  and 
taken  for  granted  by  those  who  in  this 
instance  have  come  up  with  a  checklist 
bearing  the  name  of  the  church  that  these 
loyal  people  have  built  under  the  grace  of 
God.  My  point  is  that  I  am  not  persuaded 
that  the  UMC  stand  on  certain  issues  is  the 
general  overall  feeling  and  opinion  of  the 
people.  I  don't  believe  that  in  the  church,  a 
few  people  should  sit  down  and  discuss 
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political  issues  and  then  come  up  with 
statements  that  such  and  such  a  denomin- 
ation supports  such  and  such  politics. 

Our  democratic  form  of  government  in 
the  United  States  is  supposed  to  be  for  the 
people,  of  the  people  and  by  the  people. 
Regardless  of  how  this  statement  has  been 
misused  or  distorted  over  the  years  it  is  still 
the  basis  for  our  government.  If  a  few 
government  leaders  sit  down  and  come  up 
with  policies  that  do  not  express  the  over- 
all feeling  of  the  country,  then  the  people 
have  a  responsibility  and  opportunity  to 
change  these  policies.  This,  of  course,  is 
usually  accomplished  by  the  voters  at  the 
polls.  Now  since  our  church  does  not  have 
bishops  and  district  superintendents  and 
pastors  running  for  office  in  their  various 
capacities,  the  church  doesn't  have  the 
opportunity  to  change  policies  that  they 
don't  agree  with. 

Differences  of  opinion  are  a  great  thing 
so  long  as  those  with  one  opinion  don't  try 
to  run  over  those  of  another  opinion  with- 
out first  discussing  and  being  fair  about  the 
situation.  These  differences  of  opinion 
have  served  to  give  strength  to  the  country 
when  they  are  handled  in  the  correct  way. 
The  same  is  true  in  the  church.  Since  our 
system  is  supposed  to  operate  on  a  differ- 
ent level  than  the  rest  of  the  world, 
perhaps  it  might  make  us  stronger  if  we 
would  work  the  highways  and  hedges  to 
bring  reform  to  our  country  instead  of 
being  in  the  spotlight  of  the  political  arena. 

United  Methodists  ask  the  questions: 
Why  are  we  losing  members?  Why  aren't 
more  people  involved?  Why  are  some 
acting  so  indifferent?  Could  these  ques- 
tions possibly  be  answered  with  another 
question?  How  well  does  the  church  listen 
to  the  people?  Anything  that  people  do 
not  feel  like  they  have  an  active  part  in, 
they  tend  to  feel  alienated  from.  Let's  use 
a  hypothetical  illustration  for  an  example 
of  my  point  in  this  article.  Suppose  the 
chairman  of  the  official  board  and  myself 
as  pastor  of  the  church  I  serve  were  to  get 
together  one  evening  to  discuss  some  issues 
of  concern  in  the  country.  After  discussing 
the  pros  and  cons  of  marijuana  we  go  to 
the  local  newspaper  and  have  an  article 
printed  that  states  such  and  such  church 
supports  the  legalization  of  marijuana.  Of 
course  we  never  really  consulted  with  the 
church  to  see  how  they  felt  about  this  sub- 
ject, we  just  took  it  upon  ourselves  to 


support  the  issue.  Now  if  this  hypothetical 
illustration  were  a  reality  I  wonder  how 
long  I  would  remain  pastor  of  my  church, 
or  how  long  the  board  chairman  would 
retain  the  respect  of  the  congregation.  I 
wonder  how  many  members  we  would 
lose,  or  how  much  support  we  would  lose 
from  the  members.  Well,  perhaps  my 
hypothetical  illustration  is  a  reality  in  the 
church  today.  Not  that  our  church  sup- 
ports legislation  for  legalization  of  mari- 
juana, but  if  the  church  is  not  careful  we 
might  have  some  character  come  up  with 
such  a  proposal  and  stamp  the  name  of  my 
or  your  church  as  approving  it.  Don't  say 
this  is  silly  because  it  was  not  so  long  ago 
that  one  major  denomination  gave  thou- 
sands of  hard-earned  American  dollars  to 
support  Angela  Davis,  a  person  who  de- 
nounces America.  We  are  living  in  a  time 
that  people  had  better  get  involved  in  the 
church  as  well  as  the  government  or  our 
church  and  country  is  going  to  be  in  hot 
water. 

This  article  is  my  own  feelings,  it  does 
not  express  the  opinion  of  the  church  or 
people  that  I  serve  necessarily.  But  I  know 
that  what  I  have  expressed  here  is  also  the 
feelings  of  many  people  in  the  United 
Methodist  Church.  Incidentally,  for  those 
who  would  criticize  my  article  by  think- 
ing I  was  upset  because  the  issues  stated  in 
the  article  I  am  referring  to  differed  from 
my  own  personal  views,  my  views  both 
agree  and  disagree  with  many  of  the  state- 
ments. This  not  the  point.  The  point  is: 
Does  a  few  leaders  of  clergy  and  laity  have 
the  right  to  come  up  with  such  statements 
then  stamp  them  with  the  UMC  name  of 
approval  and  support,  a  name  which  means 
the  whole  of  Methodism  supports  and 
approves? 

I  offer  this  article  as  constructive  criti- 
cism, not  as  destructive  criticism.  If  my 
opinions  can  in  any  way  help  our  church 
then  I'll  be  happy.  If  my  opinions  are 
wrong  and  can  be  proven  wrong  by  the 
majority  of  the  people  than  I  stand  to  be 
corrected  in  order  that  my  growth  as  a  man 
and  as  a  child  of  God  may  be  enriched. 

The  Rev.  Mr.  Parsons  is  pastor  of  the 
Rougemont  UM  Charge. 

t  t  t 


WHICH  WAY  IS  ONE  WAY? 
By  Kenneth  W.  Chalker 

Recently,  at  a  conference  which  I  atten- 
ded, a  musical  play  was  performed  by  a 
group  of  young  people  which  was  in  the 
context  of  the  evangelical  spirit  now  for- 
cing its  way  on  the  contemporary  religious 
scene.  At  one  point  during  the  production, 
a  young  lady  from  the  cast  held  up  her  arm 
with  her  index  finger  pointing  skyward  and 
shouted  the  phrase  "one  way  with  Jesus!" 

This  statement  has  tremendous  impli- 
cations for  the  present-day  Christian  in 
that  it  not  only  carries  with  it  a  misunder- 
standing of  the  role  of  Jesus  Christ  but  also 
espouses  a  position  of  dangerous  religious 
arrogance  and  pride  by  the  articulator  of 
such  a  shallow  creed. 

We  live  in  a  technological  age  -  an  age 
which  carries  with  its  secular  prosperity  a 
certain  irresponsibility.  This  irrespon- 
sibility has  caused  our  society  to  become 
superficial,  empty,  and  generally  imper- 
sonal in  its  day  to-day  life.  Instead  of 
grasping  our  problems  with  a  realistic 
approach  and  a  responsible  method  of 
solution,  we  have  tended  to  take  a  "band- 
aid"  approach  to  our  problems  by  covering 
our  social  sores  with  a  lily-white  gauze.  We 
think  if  we  hide  them  from  view,  they  will 
disappear.  Thus,  we  treat  the  symptom 
rather  than  the  malignant  disease. 

Evangelical  statements,  such  as  the 
common  one  mentioned  above,  are  an 
illustration  of  our  willingness  to  skirt  the 
issue  and  take  comfort  in  religious  irre- 
sponsibility. The  fundamentalist  overtone 
which  is  included  in  this  statement  carries  a 
doctrine  of  total  non-committal  to  the 
world's  situation.  Once  one  is  "saved"  and 
finds  the  "one  way  with  Jesus,"  he  be- 
comes a  member  of  the  heavenly  "in- 
crowd"  and  begins  to  strive  for  the  earthly 
goal  of  receiving  another  perfect  atten- 
dance bar  for  his  Sunday  School  pin.  Once 
saved  he  is  totally  committed  to  legalism, 
capitalism,  alcoholic  abstinence,  and  racial 
prejudice. 

Statements  like  "one  way  with  Jesus," 
when  taken  in  fundamentalistic  parlance, 
are  another  sad  commentary  on  our  time. 
Instead  of  becoming  involved  with  the 
social  dynamics  of  an  active  Christianity, 

(Continued  on  page  28) 
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RELIGIOUS  GROUPINGS  IN 
SENATE  SURVEYED 

WASHINGTON,  D.C.  (UMI)-Senators 
with  Episcopal  and  United  Methodist  affili- 
ation will  form  the  largest  religious  group- 
ings when  the  93rd  Congress  convenes  in 
January,  according  to  a  Religious  News 
Service  post-election  survey. 

The  United  Methodist  and  Episcopal 
groupings  number  18  each.  There  were  20 
United  Methodist  Senators  in  the  92nd 
Congress,  and  17  Episcopalians.  Other 
groupings  in  the  93rd  Congress  will  include 
15  Presbyterians  and  14  Roman  Catholics. 

After  gubernatorial  voting  November 
7,  more  Roman  Catholics— 12— will  lead 
states  than  members  of  any  other  church. 
Six  governors  or  governors-elect  are  United 

Methodist,  six  Presbyterian  and  six  Baptist. 

*** 

STRIP  MINING  REGULATION  ASKED 

ATLANTIC  CITY,  N.J.  (UMI)- 
Regulation  of  strip  mining  to  protect 
ecology  was  supported  here  October  31  by 
the  United  Methodist  Board  of  Global  Min- 
istries' National  Division. 

The  division  asked  its  Appalachian 
Development  Committee  to  "lobby  the 
state  legislatures  in  mining  areas,  and  also 
the  national  Congress,  to  enact  fair  laws  for 
the  regulation  of  strip  mining  to  protect 
the  ecology  of  the  area."  The  board  unit 
also  said  it  will  inform  any  companies  en- 
gaged in  mining  without  safeguards,  in 
which  it  owns  securities,  of  its  stand. 

In  another  action,  the  Section  of 
Specialized  Services  took  several  measures 
designed  to  encourage  and  assist  in  forma- 
tion of  new  United  Methodist  congrega- 
tions. Included  is  a  preferential  interest 
rate  to  such  groups  to  aid  them  in  putting 

up  the  first  unit  of  a  building. 

*** 

GLOBAL  MINISTRIES 
UNITS  CHOOSE  OFFICERS 

ATLANTIC  CITY,  N.J.  (UMI) 
—Officers  for  several  major  units  of  the 


United  Methodist  Board  of  Global  Min- 
istries were  chosen  during  the  board's 
annual  meeting  which  ended  here  Novem- 
ber 1. 

Bishop  Carl  J.  Sanders,  Birmingham, 
Ala.  was  elected  president  of  the  United 
Methodist  Committee  for  Overseas  Relief, 
and  a  vice-president  of  the  board.  He 
succeeds  Bishop  D.  Frederick  Wertz, 
Charleston,  W.  Va.,  who  had  been  elected 
to  the  post  in  September,  but  resigned  to 
accept  the  presidency  of  the  denomina- 
tion's Commission  on  Religion  and  Race. 

Bishop  W.  Ralph  Ward,  New  York, 
was  elected  president  of  the  United  Meth- 
odist Development  Fund.  He  succeeds 
Bishop  Paul  A.  Washburn,  Chicago,  111., 
who  resigned  in  September  to  become 
president  of  the  Board  of  Global  Ministries. 

Dr.  Ida  Long  Rogers,  Nashville,  Tenn., 
is  the  new  chairman  of  the  Crusade 
Scholarship  Committee.  Other  officers  in- 
clude the  Rev.  Peter  Chen,  Los  Angeles, 
Calif.,  vice-chairman;  Mrs.  J.W.  Curry, 
Orangeburg,  S.C.,  secretary;  Stephen  F. 
Brimigion,  New  York,  treasurer;  and  Miss 
Beverley  C.  Berry,  New  York,  associate 
treasurer. 

CHRISTIAN  EDUCATORS  MEET 

BOSTON,  Mass.  (UMI)-Church  meet- 
ings come  and  go,  but  few  of  them  go  with 
as  much  excitement  and  enthusiasm  as  the 
biennial  conference  of  the  Christian  Educa- 
tors Fellowship  (CEF). 

More  than  650  persons,  most  of  whom 
have  responsibilities  for  local  church  educa- 
tional ministries,  attended  the  CEF  con- 
ference here  November  6-1 1 .  Starting  with 
bright  blue  packets  bulging  with  more  than 
1 25  option  cards,  participants  quickly 
spread  throughout  the  Boston  area  visiting 
with  well-known  educators,  observing 
special  ministries,  talking  with  individuals 
representing  unusual  and  specialized 
groups,  and  simply  taking  in  the  sights  of  a 
city  rich  in  religious  heritage. 
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Among  the  most  popular  options  were 
a  special  concert  of  the  Boston  Pops 
Orchestra;  a  clambake  at  Nantasket  Beach; 
a  session  with  Dr.  Malcolm  S.  Knowles, 
professor  of  education  at  Boston  Univer- 
sity; and  a  presentation  by  the  Medical 
Mission  Sisters,  a  popular  group  of  singing 
nuns  who  also  led  a  celebration  beneath 
the  statue  of  Paul  Revere  at  Old  North 
Church. 

*** 

65  MISSIONARY  OPENINGS  LISTED 

NEW  YORK  (UMI)-Though  fewer 
new  missionaries  are  being  sent  overseas, 
needs  continue  for  qualified  workers  to 
serve  both  in  the  U.S.  and  other  countries, 
says  the  Office  of  Missionary  Personnel, 
United  Methodist  Board  of  Global  Min- 
istries, in  announcing  openings  for  late 
1972  and  1973. 

The  needs  vary— from  a  doctor  in 
Algeria  to  a  nurse  in  Zaire;  from  a  pastor  in 
Argentina  to  an  urban  church  developer  in 
Japan;  from  a  teacher  in  Kentucky  to  a 
pastor  in  Alaska.  Altogether,  lists  of  mis- 
sionary personnel  needed  show  about  40 
openings  from  the  National  Division  (in  the 
U.S.,  Puerto  Rico  and  the  Virgin  Islands) 
and  about  25  for  the  World  Division  (over- 
seas), plus  some  general  programs  for 
which  personnel  are  supplied. 

*** 

MINISTERS'  CONFERENCE  AT  ASBURY 
Dr.  Carl  F.H.  Henry  and  Dr.  Ira  Gallo- 
way will  be  featured  speakers  at  the  29th 
annual  Ministers'  Conference  and  the  17th 
annual  Missionary  Lectures  at  Asbury 
Theological  Seminary  in  Wilmore,  Ken- 
tucky on  Jan.  30  to  Feb.  1,  1973.  Dr. 
Henry,  former  editor  of  Christianity 
Today,  now  serves  as  editor-at-large  and  as 
visiting  professor  of  Theology  at  Eastern 
Baptist  Theological  Seminary.  Dr.  Gall- 
away  was  recently  elected  as  General  Secre- 
tary of  the  Board  of  Evangelism  of  the 

United  Methodist  Church. 

*  ** 

ENGAGE  ENTERS  INTO  MERGER 

The  United  Methodist  publication  en- 
gage has  merged  with  social  action,  pub- 
lished by  the  United  Church  of  Christ.  The 


Rev.  Allan  R.  Brockway  of  engage  will  con- 
tinue as  editor  of  the  new  magazine  to  be 
called  engage /social  action.  Brockway 
pointed  out  that  "when  it  comes  to  social 
issues,  the  Christian  faith  is  not  denomina- 
tional". 

However,  financial  strictures  had  a 
bearing  upon  the  decision  to  consolidate 
the  two  publications,  engage  has  a  circula- 
tion of  approximately  8,000,  while  social 

action  has  about  4,000  subscribers. 
*** 

URBAN  STUDY  RELEASED 

NEW  YORK  (UMI)-A  variety  of  tenta- 
tive findings  concerning  work  in  the  urban 
situation  and  tasks  of  the  churches  have 
been  released  here. 

The  document  issued  by  the  Depart- 
ment of  Urban  Ministries  of  the  United 
Methodist  Board  of  Global  Ministries' 
National  Division  shows,  among  other 
things,  that: 

Many  anti-local  church  "angry  young 
men"  who  were  leaders  in  urban  ministry 
in  the  1960s  are  leaving  the  church  for 
secular  positions,  while  others  are 
"immobilized  by  frustration  and  anger;" 
the  crisis  of  value  and  identity  of  blacks 
and  other  minorities  in  the  '60s  remains, 
but  has  spread  into  "the  middle  class  heart 
of  America;"  and  urban  church  strategy  for 
the  1970s  calls  for  a  strong  emphasis  on 
the  local  congregation  as  "a  viable  base  for 
mission  and  witness,"  continued  support 
for  minority  empowerment,  decentraliza- 
tion and  a  lessened  role  for  national  agency 
staff,  greater  use  of  young  adults  in  mis- 
sion, and  "a  clear  ecumenical  commitment 
to  all  urban  strategy  and  planning  and 
funding." 

GRANTS  MADE  TO  MINORITIES 

ATLANTIC  CITY,  N.  J.  (UMI)-Grants 
totaling  $142,000  to  assist  primarily  black 
Americans  during  1973  were  approved  here 
October  30  by  the  United  Methodist  Board 
of  Global  Ministries'  Division  of  Health  and 
Welfare  Ministries  during  its  annual  meet- 
ing. 

(Continued  on  page  31) 
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HOBBY  FAIR 

Churchwide  involvement  was  realized 
when  Edenton  Street  United  Methodist 
Church  in  Raleigh  held  its  first  Hobby  Fair 
on  Oct.  9  from  eleven  o'clock  in  the  morn- 
ing until  eight  that  night.  A  carnival  spirit 
prevailed  as  young  and  old  alike  displayed 
arts,  crafts,  collections,  needlework,  Christ- 
mas decorations,  kitchen  skills  and  other 
hobbies.  The  Fellowship  Hall,  its  corridors 
and  several  classrooms  were  needed  to 
accomodate  the  creative  efforts  of  the 
membership. 

The  day  began  with  the  General  Meet- 
ing of  the  Women's  Society  of  Christian 
Service,  whose  earlier  program  on  "Create 
for  the  Love  of  God"  had  been  the  inspira- 
tion for  the  churchwide  Hobby  Fair.  Mrs. 
E.  B.  Garrett  presented  a  program  of  music 
and  original  poetry. 

Throughout  the  day  demonstrations 
such  as  woodcarving,  needlepoint  and 
seed-pod  craft  were  conducted;  musical 
specialties  were  presented;  and  cookies  and 
balloons  were  provided  to  the  children. 

An  informal  luncheon  was  made  avail- 
able by  the  women  of  the  church  and  the 
Methodist  Men  served  a  pancake  supper. 

Why  a  Hobby  Fair?  Perhaps  the  banner 
motto  of  the  WSCS  for  October,  "Share 
for  the  Love  of  God,"  says  it  best. 

ROCKY  MOUNT  DISTRICT  MEETING 

The  Rocky  Mount  District  Women's 
Society  of  Christian  Service  met  at  the 
Enfield  United  Methodist  Church,  recently 
with  Mrs.  A.  D.  Haverstock  presiding.  Mrs. 
George  Randolph  gave  the  welcome.  Mrs. 
Price  Harrison  and  Mrs.  Sam  Beavens  pre- 
sented the  Special  Music. 

Miss  Kathryn  Mitchum,  a  Deaconess, 


serving  as  church  and  community  worker 
at  the  Robeson  County  Church  and  Com- 
munity Center,  was  the  principal  speaker. 
The  center,  serving  90,000  county  resi- 
dents of  blacks,  Indians,  whites  of  which 
25%  of  the  adults  are  illiterate,  is  a  non- 
denominational  project.  The  Center  is  lo- 
cated in  ^  warehouse  in  Lumberton  and  is 
under  the  direction  of  the  Rev.  Robert 
Mangum.  It  helps  with  job  training  and  any 
way  it  can  to  help  those  to  help  them- 
selves. They  bring  together  the  people  who 
are  in  need  with  people  and  agencies  who 
can  help  meet  their  need.  Kathryn  told  the 
ladies  that  the  money  they  gave  to  missions 
under  "Advance  Specials"  is  one  way  they 
get  funds  to  do  this  work.  She  showed  a 
film  strip  of  some  of  the  needs  and  the 
work  that  is  being  done  there. 

Mrs.  Haverstock  and  Mrs.  W.  B.  Joyner 
gave  a  dialogue  on  how  we  can  go  about 
making  the  change  from  the  "Women's 
Society  of  Christian  Service"  to  the  new 
organization  "United  Methodist  Women". 

Mrs.  Clayton  Richardson  held  a  Pledge 
Service,  pledging  $22,000.00  from  the 
Rocky  Mount  District  to  the  Conference. 

Mrs.  J.  C.  Reynolds  installed  the  Dis- 
trict Officers  for  1973.  A  memorial  service 
was  conducted  by  Mrs.  Gerald  Walston. 
The  Reverend  W.  E.  Tisdale,  pastor  of  the 
host  church,  gave  the  Benediction.  Lunch 
was  served  by  the  ladies  of  the  church. 

DISTRICT  OFFICERS  FOR  1973 
President:  Mrs.  A.  D.  Haverstock 
Vice  Pres.  Mrs.  W.  Clayton  Richardson 
Secretary:  Mrs.  H.D.  Mercer 
Spiritual  Growth:  Mrs.  Gerald  Walston 
Program  Materials:  Mrs.  Elizabeth  Robinson 
Public  Relations:  Mrs.  D.  E.  Bennett 
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Halifax  Subdistrict  Leader:  Mrs.  George 
Randolph 

Northampton  Subdistrict  Leader:  Mrs.  W.  B. 
Joyner 


Death  Of  A  Mountain 

(Continued  from  page  5) 

described  how  one  bulldozer  operator  was 
fired  on  the  spot  when  he  refused  to  obey 
his  foreman's  command  to  start  up  his 
machine  and  move  its  blade  agianst  the 
four  women  standing  in  front  of  it.  When 
we  asked  the  women  why  they,  rather  than 
their  husbands,  had  taken  such  dangerous 
action,  they  replied  simply,  "We  were 
afraid  the  men  would  be  killed." 

As  our  caravan  proceeded  away  from 
that  place,  we  traveled  on  some  public 
highways  that  were  badly  broken  by  the 
weight  of  the  huge  coal  trucks.  At  one 
point,  we  drove  for  miles  behind  a  14- 
wheel  Mack  until  it  approached  a  bridge 
posted  "Load  Limit  20  tons."  We  dared 
not  venture  onto  the  bridge,  but  stopped 
to  watch  it  sag  visibly  beneath  the  mam- 
moth vechicle  that  must  have  weighed  20 
tons  empty,  to  say  nothing  of  the  tons  of 
coal  piled  high  in  its  huge  box. 

At  Blackey,  Kentucky,  Joe  Begley  is  a 
deputy  sheriff;  he  is  also  an  active  opp- 
onent of  strip  mining.  Mr.  Begley  told  of 
writing  citations  for  such  violations  -  often 
on  trucks  without  license  plates  -  only  to 
have  every  case  thrown  out  of  the  local 
court. 

The  people  who  are  being  subjected  to 
this  exploitation  by  certain  American 
industries  and  government  agencies,  look  in 
vain  to  the  Church  to  become  their  advo- 
cate once  again.  We  who  have  seen  this 
desecration  of  the  land  and  ached  in  our 
hearts  for  those  whose  heritage  is  thus 
being  destroyed  want  the  Church  to  come 
alive  in  Christian  concern  for  this  hitherto 
unrecognized  but  most  oppressed  minority 
group  in  our  society.  Just  as  it  did  in 
Africa,  the  Church  can  sow  and  nurture 
seeds  to  end  this  exploitive  colonialism. 

Though  it  is  already  much  too  late,  we 
challenge  the  Church  to  assume  again  its 
historic  role  in  imitation  of  Christ  as  the 
advocate  for  Christian  morality  in  right- 
eous wrath  against  those  segments  of 
society,  industrv  and  government  that  are 


Tri  City  Subdistrict  Leader:  Mrs.  John 
Daniel,  Jr. 

About  150  ladies  attended  the  meeting. 


so  tacitly  permitting  the  carnage  of  our 
land  to  continue  unabated. 

There  are  a  few  faint  signs  of  hope.  The 
Right  Reverend  Wilburn  C.  Campbell, 
Episcopal  Bishop  of  West  Virginia,  has 
taken  a  public  stand  for  the  abolishment  of 
surface  mining.  The  Congress  is  finally 
giving  serious  consideration  to  legislation 
that  would  forbid  surface  mining  on  any 
slope  of  more  than  20  degrees. 

Meanwhile,  the  people  of  the  region 
need  help  to  recover  their  human  dignity 
and  their  right  of  self-determination,  and 
CORA  is  the  action  arm  of  our  denomi- 
nations in  Appalachia  to  help  make  it 
happen. 


THE  VERNON  EQUIPMENT 
CO.,  INC. 

PEWS-CARPETS 
OFFICE  &  CLASSROOM  FURNITURE 
P.  O.  Box  5484  High  Point,  N.  C.  27262 

Phone  (919)  885-4615 


SOUTHEASTERN  EQUIPMENT  CO. 


Chairs  and  tables  in  com- 
plete range  of  sizes  for  every 
Church  need.  Steel  and  wood 
folding  chairs,  folding  ban- 
quet tables,  speakers'  stands. 
Also  office  desks  and 
chairs.  Write  for  infor- 


SILER  CITY,  NORTH  CAROLINA 


**  / 000 
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Previous  issues  reported  that  our  Con- 
ference is  privileged  to  have  four  women 
members  of  the  National  Board  of  Global 
Ministries,  three  of  these  elected  by  the 
Southeastern  Jurisdiction  this  summer 
after  nomination  by  the  Women's  Division 
of  the  Southeastern  Jurisdiction.  The  pic- 
tures of  Mrs.  Alvin  Morrison,  Mrs.  Frank 
Redding,  Jr.  and  Mrs.  E.  D.  Chandler 
appeared  in  a  recent  issue  of  "response" 
magazine.  Previously  an  article  about  Mary 
Morrison  appeared  on  this  page,  so  at  this 
time  we  will  detail  responsibilities  carried 
by  our  other  representatives. 

Helen  Chandler  (Mrs.  E.D.)  was  elected 
to  the  Women's  Division  of  the  Board  and 
is  serving  also  in  the  Division  of  Health  and 
Welfare  Ministries  of  the  Board  of  Church 
and  Society.  Under  the  Women's  Division, 
she  is  on  the  Committee  on  Finance  as  well 
as  on  the  Committee  for  Homes  for  Re- 
tired Missionaries  and  Deaconesses. 

Viola  Redding  (Mrs.  Frank,  Jr.)  after 
election  to  the  Women's  Division  also  is 
serving  on  the  Standing  Committee  on 
By-laws,  the  Section  on  Finance,  and  the 
Investment  Committee  of  the  Finance 
Committee— all  under  the  Division.  In  ad- 
dition, she  is  serving  on  the  World  Division 
thru  the  Ad  Interim  Committee  on  Nomin- 
ations and  Personnel,  the  Committee  on 
Missionary  Affairs,  and  as  secretary  of  the 
Africa  Regional  Committee.  From  the 
World  Division  she  was  appointed  to  be  a 
member  of  the  Committee  on  Nominations 
for  the  total  Board. 

Dr.  Lurlene  Barnhardt  (Mrs.  Leslie)  was 
nominated  to  be  a  member-at-large  of  the 
Board  of  Global  Ministries  and  is  presently 
serving  as  a  member  of  the  Division  of 
Ecumenical  and  Religious  Concerns  and  as 


the  Chairman  of  the  Standing  Committee 
of  Interchurch  Liaison  and  Church  Union. 

Just  from  these  titles  of  various  Division 
and  Committee  assignments,  we  can  see 
how  much  intricate  work  must  be  attended 
to  and  we  are  thankful  that  our  conference 
can  supply  the  people  to  help  in  this  exten- 
sive volunteer  work. 

*  *  * 

THE  DEPARTMENT  of  Population 
Problems  of  the  Board  of  Church  and  Soc- 
iety is  alerting  us  as  women  concerned  with 
action  programs  to  a  unique  offering 
recommended  for  Television  viewing  on 
Public  Broadcasting  affiliate  stations 
Wednesday,  November  29  at  8:30  P.M., 
E.S.T.  This  will  be  a  look  at  the  report  of 
the  Commission  on  Population  Growth  and 
the  American  Future,  with  a  documentary 
film  narrated  by  Hugh  Downs  and  a  panel 
discussion  including  studio  audience  reac- 
tion. There  would  be  time  for  citizen  parti- 
cipation if  local  groups  will  gather  to  view 
this  together.  Study  Guides  may  be  order- 
ed free  from  Service  Dep't.,  Bd.  of  Church 
and  Society,  100  Maryland  Avenue  N.E., 
Washington,  D.C.  20002.  The  documentary 
will  be  available  as  a  16mm.  film  offering 

after  January  1973. 

*  *  * 

LIB  CALLIS,  WNC  missionary  home  on 
furlough,  sends  greetings  to  say  "waiting 
for  Malaysian  visa  daily-and  when  it  comes, 
I'll  go!"  She  also  reminds  us  that  Church 
groups  throughout  this  conference  have 
supplied  thousands  of  Christmas  cards 
through  the  years  and  therefore  a  great 
deal  of  Christmas  joy  for  many  in  Burma. 
The  youth  of  Christ  Methodist  Church 
(Chinese)  in  Rangoon,  Burma,  want  these 
old-cards  which  they  "remake"  and  sell  for 
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a  nominal  price.  This  provides  a  useful 
project  to  do  together  as  well  as  funds  for 
their  other  undertakings.  Biblical  scenes  are 
preferred,  but  others  are  acceptable  and 
the  whole  card  should  be  kept  intact  if 
possible,  cutting  only  long,  personal  mes- 
sages. Do  not  send  envelopes  and  keep 
packages  small  (size  of  shoebox  but  use 
boxes  of  heavy  corrugated  cardboard  if 
possible)  and  mark  "gift  packet-used 
greeting  cards f"  With  the  several  packages, 
please  mail  each  to  a  different  address: 

SEJ  Council 
On  Ministries 
Organizes 

LAKE  JUNALUSKA,  (UMI)  -  The  re- 
structured Southeastern  Jurisdiction  Council 
on  Ministries  completed  its  organization 
here  October  26-27,  including  the  selection 
of  officers  and  the  employment  of  its  first 
black  staff  member. 

Named  to  the  staff  is  the  Rev.  Israel  L. 
Rucker,  Starkville,  Miss.  He  will  have 
assignments  as  counselor  for  town  and 
country,  church  and  society,  parish  min- 
istries and  economic  development  for  the 
nine-state  region.  The  Rev.  Robert  F. 
Lundy,  Atlanta,  Ga.,  heads  the  jurisdiction 
staff  which  also  includes  the  Rev.  H.  T. 
Maclin,  Atlanta. 

Bishop  W.  Kenneth  Goodson,  Rich- 
mond, Va.,  was  elected  council  president. 
Other  officers  include  Mrs.  W.  S.  McLeod, 
High  Point,  N.  C,  and  the  Rev.  Francis  T. 
Cunningham,  Spartanburg,  S.  C,  vice- 
presidents;  and  C.  R.  Hager,  Nicholasville, 
Ky.,  recording  secretary. 

NCC  Council  on  Ministries 
(Continued  from  page  7) 

Bishop  R.  M.  Blackburn,  as  chairman  of 
the  Council,  presided.  Some  sixty  persons 
were  present  for  the  meeting  which  took 
place  in  the  Methodist  Building  on  Glen- 
wood  Avenue. 


1.  Michael  Lim,  313  U  Wisara  Road,  Ran 
goon,  Burma 

2.  Chu  Kong  Hwa,  319  Godwin  Road,  Ran 
goon,  Burma 

3.  Peter  Queh,  82  Bo  Aung  Kyaw  Street 
Rangoon,  Burma 

4.  Yeo  Law  Gwat,  133  (3rd  floor)Shew 
Dagon  Pagoda  Road,  Rangoon,  Burma 

Our  love,  prayers,  and  best  wishes  gc 
with  Lib  as  she  goes  to  her  all-importani 
work  across  the  world! 


Scarritt 
President 
Resigns 

Dr.  Gerald  H.  Anderson,  president  oi 
Scarritt  College  since  1970,  has  resigned.  Ir 
accepting  the  resignation,  which  was  made 
to  the  executive  committee  on  Nov.  10 
Bishop  Joseph  H.  Yeakel, chairman,  statec 
that  "Dr.  Anderson  has  done  an  excellen 
job  and  has  brought  Scarritt  through  s 
difficult  period.  Dr.  Anderson  feels  he  ha 
accomplished  essentially  what  he  was  aske< 
to  do  and  his  personal  wishes  are  that  othe 
leadership  ought  to  come  in  and  work  ou 
the  details." 

Under  Dr.  Anderson's  leadership 
Scarritt  recently  completed  an  intensiv 
study  that  resulted  in  trustee  action  t( 
establish  a  "flexible  cluster  of  educationa 
functions"  including  degree  programs,  con 
tinuing  education,  and  a  program  related  t< 
the  concerns  of  women  in  church  am 
society. 


SUSANNA-MOTHER 
OF  THE  WESLEYS 

Rebecca  Lamar  Harmon.  A  vivid  biography  tha 
portrays  Susanna  Wesley  as  both  a  powerfu 
influence  on  her  family  and  a  brilliant  woman  ii 
her  own  right.  (AP)  $4.50  Fine  as  a  Christma 
gift.  Available  at  Cokesbury  Store,  5th  and  Grac 
Sts.,  Richmond,  Va. 
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Sunday  School  Lesson 

By  Dr.  Raymond  A.  Smith  FOR  DECEMBER  10 

(International  Lesson  Series) 


A  Nation  Against  God 


Background  Scripture:  Jeremiah  2: 19; 3-6 

through  5:31 
Lesson  Scripture :  Jeremiah  5:21-25, 29-3 1 

This  is  the  second  of  six  lessons  from 
the  prophecy  of  Jeremiah,  perhaps  the 
greatest  of  the  ancient  Hebrew  prophets.  He 
was  so  much  revered  that  later  generations 
often  referred  to  him  as  the  prophet.  It  has 
been  said  of  him  that:  "In  bold  defiance  he 
attacked  kings  and  national  policy;  in 
unrestrained  language  he  condemned  the 
complacency  of  prophet  and  priest;  in 
response  to  the  voice  within  him  he 
marked  out  firmer  and  wider  paths  for 
Israel's  faith.  The  tumult  of  the  clash 
between  prophet  and  priest,  king  and 
people  is  clearly  heard  in  the  book  bearing 
his  name.  Within  its  pages  one  treads  with 
Jeremiah  the  hostile  streets  of  Jerusalem, 
to  see  him  in  moods  of  indignation  and 
bitterness,  to  share  his  inner  turmoil  and 
anguish,  to  witness  his  hours  of  public 
humiliation,  and  to  soar  with  him  in 
moments  of  exaltation." 

The  above  statements  underscore  the 
fact  that  during  most  of  his  prophetic 
ministry  Jeremiah  was  an  unpopular  man 
because  he  was  constantly  reminding 
people  of  their  moral  and  religious 
obligations,  thus  fulfilling  one  of  the  basic 
requirements  of  the  prophetic  office, 
namely,  to  be  a  spokesman  for  God  and  a 
warner  of  things  to  come. 

In  the  selections  for  this  Sunday's  les- 
son we  see  him  engaged  in  this  important 
work.  The  Divine  voice,  speaking  through 
the  prophet,  here  characterizes  the  people 
as  being  purposely  blind  and  deaf  to  the 
appeals  for  obedience:  "None  are  so  blind 


as  those  who  will  not  see,  nor  so  deaf  as 
those  who  will  not  hear."  These  rebellious 
people  are  set  in  contrast  to  the  great 
world  of  nature,  whose  divinely  ordained 
laws  are  always  obeyed.  For  example  the 
sea  is  contained  within  certain  bounds,  and 
the  birds  of  the  air  obey  their  impulse  to 
migrate  at  certain  seasons.  The  people,  on 
the  other  hand,  have  broken  their  con- 
venant  with  God,  and  continue  to  break  it: 
"They  do  not  say  'Let  us  fear  the  Lord  our 
God  who  gives  the  rain  in  its  season'."  The 
people  are  told:  "Your  sins  have  kept  the 
good  from  you."  A  severe  drought  is  said 
to  be  the  result  of  the  people's  dis- 
obedience. 

Furthermore,  the  false  prophets  have 
failed  to  warn  the  people:  "An  appalling 
thing  has  happened  in  the  land:  the  pro- 
phets prophesy  falsely,  and  the  priests  rule 
at  their  direction;  my  people  love  to  have  it 
so,  but  what  will  you  do  when  the  end 
comes?  (Jer.  5:30-31).  If  the  leaders  are 
corrupt,  what  can  be  expected  of  the 
people?  The  old  proverb:  "Like  priest;  like 
people"  applies  in  this  case.  In  verses  26-29 
there  is  an  account  of  the  prevailing  condi- 
tions: "They  set  a  trap;  they  catch  men, 
they  have  grown  fat  and  sleek,  they  know 
no  bounds  in  deeds  of  wickedness;  they 
judge  not  the  fatherless  with  justice;  they 
do  not  defend  the  rights  of  the  needy"  says 
the  Lord,  "Shall  I  not  avenge  myself  on  a 
nation  such  as  this?" 

It  was  the  solemn  duty  of  all  the  pro- 
phets to  speak  words  of  coming  judgement. 
But  in  this  instance  they  received  only 
scorn  from  the  people,  who  replied  to  their 
warnings  with  such  words  as  these:  "The 
Lord  will  do  nothing;  no  evil  will  come 
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upon  us.  The  prophets  will  become  wind; 
the  word  is  not  in  them"  (Jer.  5:12-1 3). 

Jeremiah  was  appalled  by  the  way  he  saw 
the  ancient  Covenant  being  broken,  and 
the  people  forsaking  their  God  for  the  wor- 
ship of  the  Canaanite  deities.  He  describes 
the  false  gods  as  broken  cisterns:  "My 
people  have  committed  two  evils:  they 
have  forsaken  me,  the  fountain  of  living 
waters,  and  hewed  out  cisterns  for  them- 
selves, broken  cisterns,  that  can  hold  no 
water."  The  importance  of  an  adequate 
water  supply  could  scarely  be  over- 
emphasized in  ancient  Palestine.  The  Bible 
is  full  of  references  of  the  blessings  of 
abundant,  clear  water.  The  prohet,  how- 


ever, is  only  using  this  as  a  figure  of  speech 
to  show  how  inadequate  was  the  religion 
the  people  were  trying  to  substitute  for  the 
Covenant  faith.  He  is  saying  these  "sub- 
stitute religions"  will  never  bring  the  satis- 
factions people  want  and  deeply  need. 

If  we  say  that  religion  is  the  loyalty  we 
hold  toward  the  things  we  are  convinced 
are  most  important  in  this  life,  how  will 
the  things  we  strive  for  and  give  our  best 
efforts  to  stand  up  to  comparison  with 
faith  of  our  fathers?  Your  class  may  wish 
to  suggest  and  discuss  some  of  the  "substi- 
tute gods"  we  see  being  worshipped  all 
about  us  today,  such  as  Status,  Success, 
Pleasure,  Power,  etc. 


SUNDAY  SCHOOL  LESSON  FOR  DECEMBER  1 7 

Convictions  Can  Be  Costly 


Background  Scripture  Jeremiah  20  and  21 : 

37  and  38;  39: 15-18 
Lesson  Scripture:  Jeremiah  38:2-13 

"Fight  to  the  finish"  or  "Surrender  to 
the  overwhelming  power  of  the  enemy  and 
save  your  city  and  its  people":  these  were 
the  options  that  were  open  to  the  City  of 
Jerusalem  in  the  time  of  Jeremiah.  Greater 
and  more  powerful  nations  had  already 
been  defeated  by  the  military  might  un- 
leashed by  the  powerful  Babylonian  army. 
The  leaders  of  the  city  favored  the  policy 
of  "dying  with  their  boots  on"  and  risking 
the  harsh  treatment  to  the  city's  people  if 
they  didn't  succeed.  Jeremiah  favored  the 
policy  of  "surrender  and  live." 

Jeremiah's  position  was,  of  course,  un- 
popular with  the  military,  backed  by  false 
prophets  who  were  interested  mainly  in  re- 
taining favor  with  the  authorities.  They  re- 
garded him  as  "hindering  the  war  effort." 
This  writer  recalls  an  incident  that 
happened  in  World  War  II  when,  as  in 
Jeremiah's  time,  dissent  was  unpopular.  A 
group  of  church  people  wanted  to  have 
Muriel  Lester,  famous  religious  and  social 
worker  from  London,  to  come  to  America 
for  some  lectures.  She  was  refused  a  pass- 


port on  account  of  her  leanings  towara 
pacifism.  An  appeal  was  made  to  Lord  Hal- 
ifax, then  the  British  ambassador  in  Wash 
ington,  to  lift  the  ban  and  see  that  Miss 
Lester  got  her  passport.  The  ambassador  re- 
plied that  he  would  have  no  part  in  such 
action  since,  in  his  opinion,  Miss  Lester's 
presence  in  this  country  would  "weaken 
the  war  effort."  However  one  may  view 
this  matter,  the  decision  of  the  ambassador 
was  a  tremendous  compliment  to  the 
power  and  influence  of  that  tiny  and  some- 
what elderly  woman. 

The  upshot  of  Jeremiah's  encounter 
with  the  authorities  was  an  attempt  upon 
his  life.  He  was  lowered  into  an  abandoned 
well,  the  bottom  of  which  contained  mud 
and  slime.  While  he  was  gradually  sinking 
into  the  mud,  Ebedmelech,  an  Ethiopian 
servant  of  the  king's  court,  made  a  direct 
appeal  to  the  king  on  behalf  of  Jeremiah. 
The  king  relented  and  allowed  Ebedmelech 
to  rescue  the  prophet.  Of  course,  this  did 
not  mean  the  prophet  was  free;  he  was  still 
a  prisoner,  but  he  had  been  spared  his  life. 
This  was  not  the  only  incident  of  bad  treat- 
ment to  Jeremiah.  Once  he  was  put  in  the 
stocks  for  passers-by  to  jeer  at. 

There  is  an  old  saying  to  the  effect  that 
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"Where  there  are  no  prophets  the  people 
perish,  but  where  there  are  prophets,  the 
prophets  perish."  As  Jeremiah  was  near 
death  in  the  deep  well  he  was  experiencing 
the  fate  of  many  others  of  his  kind  who 
had  preceded  him.  Some  scholars  believe 
that  one  of  the  greatest  prophets  of  the 
Bible,  Isaiah  of  Jerusalem,  suffered 
martyrdom  under  Manasseh,  a  king  of 
Judah  who  instituted  foreign  worship  in 
the  temple  and  who,  at  heart,  was  an  out- 
right pagan.  Other  examples  of  the 
"occupational  hazards"  that  accompanied 
the  prophets'  life  could  be  cited. 

It  was  this  rejection  by  his  fellow- 
countrymen,  and  the  lonly  life  he  was  com- 
pelled to  lead  that,  at  one  time,  almost 
forced  Jeremiah  to  abandon  the  prophetic 
office.  He  tells  of  the  struggle  to  keep 
going  in  some  passages  often  referred  to  as 
"The  Confessions  of  Jeremiah"  to  be 
found  largely  in  chapters  12  through  20. 
These  chapters  are  among  the  finest  "con- 
fessional" literature  in  the  world.  They 
confirm  the  observation  made   by  the 


world-renowned  scholar,  Abraham  Heschel, 
that  "prophets  are  not  microphones."  By 
this  he  means  that  the  message  is  given  by  a 
human  being,  not  a  mere  mechanical  de- 
vice. It  is  sometimes  colored  by  the  pro- 
phet's own  personal  sufferings,  and  even 
his  doubts. 

On  one  occasion,  when  Jeremiah  was 
sorely  tempted  to  give  up  his  exalted  call- 
ing, when  he  felt  more  acutely  than  ever 
his  aloneness  and  rejection  by  his  people, 
he  says:  "If  I  say  I  will  not  mention  him, 
nor  speak  anymore  in  his  name,  there  is  in 
my  heart  as  it  were  a  burning  fire  shut  up 
in  my  bones,  and  I  am  weary  with  holding 
it  in,  and  I  cannot."  Following  this  struggle 
victory  is  seen  coming  to  the  prophet  as  he 
remembers:  "But  the  Lord  is  with  me,  as  a 
dread  warrior;  therefore  my  persecutors 
with  stumble."  In  the  above  lines  we  can 
hear  the  cry  of  many,  who  through  the 
ages,  have  felt  they  have  been  called  to  re- 
ligious leadership.  They  may  have  entered 
it  with  a  light  heart,  only  to  find  they  were 
destined  to  share  the  suffering  of  God! 


IN  MEMORIAM 


MRS.  E.W.  RUSSELL 

The  Women's  Society  of  Christian  Service  of 
Harrison  United  Methodist  Church,  Route  #1, 
Pineville,  N.C.,  wishes  to  pay  tribute  of  love, 
honor  and  appreciation  to  the  memory  of  Mrs. 
E.W.  Russell,  age  90,  who  passed  away  August 
28,1972. 

Born  Lelia  Agnes  Vest  on  April  20,  1882,  Mrs. 
Russell  was  the  daughter  of  Lewis  and  Mary 
Sehaub  Vest  of  Rural  Hall,  N.C.  She  is  survived 
by  one  sister,  Mrs.  Annie  Vest  Russell,  and 
several  nieces  and  nephews  and  three  step- 
grandchildren. 

Mrs.  Russell  graduated  from  Salem  College  in 
1903  and  was  a  successful  school  teacher.  She 
married  Edgar  White  Russell  on  November  24, 
1909  and  they  established  their  home  on  his  farm 
which  adjoined  Harrison  Church.  They  later 
donated  some  of  their  land  to  the  church.  After 
Mr.  Russell's  death  in  1933,  Mrs.  Russell  con- 
tinued to  live  in  the  home  until  May,  1970  when 
she  moved  into  the  Methodist  Home,  Charlotte, 
N.C. 

Mrs.  Russell's  life  was  dedicated  to  the  highest 
ideals  of  Christian  service.  She  was  a  devoted 
member  of  her  church  and  served  it  faithfully, 
tirelessly  and  selflessly.  While  she  was  an  active 


participant  in  all  phases  of  church  work,  she 
especially  loved  young  children  and  served  as 
Superintendent  of  the  Harrison  Children's 
Department  for  55  years.  Three  generations  of 
children  attended  Sunday  School  and  were 
influenced  by  her  love  and  service.  She  firmly 
believed  in  Bible  memory  at  an  early  age  and 
many  adults  today  attribute  much  of  their  scrip- 
tural knowledge  to  Mrs.  Russell's  early  training. 
She  never  kept  count  of  the  many  bibles  she 
purchased  from  her  own  pocket  to  present  to  the 
children  on  different  occasions.  Usually,  she 
worked  with  children  individually  either  in  her 
home  or  in  theirs  and  always  welcomed  this 
opportunity  to  teach  on  a  one-to-one  basis. 

Mrs.  Russell  was  a  devout  member  of  the 
W.S.C.S.  and  was  a  deeply  spiritual  person.  She 
served  as  the  spiritual  life  leader  of  the  group  for 
many  years.  The  Mission  program  of  the  church 
also  was  dear  to  her  heart  and  she  was  concerned 
always  with  people  who  needed  God's  love 
wherever  they  lived.  She  was  well  aware  of  the 
constant  need  for  money  in  the  area  of  missions 
and  she  labored  long  and  loyally  to  this  end.  She 
collected  newspapers,  picked  berries  and  home- 
grown vegetables,  selling  them  to  raise  funds  for 
missions.  It  was  a  familiar  sight  to  see  her  driving 
her  car  through  the  community  on  visits  to  the 
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sick  and  aged,  carrying  boquets  of  flowers  which 
she  did  on  a  regular  basis.  Or  perhaps  visiting  the 
poor,  the  discouraged,  the  grief-stricken,  con- 
soling, understanding,  serving  in  whatever 
capacity  she  could  and  in  whatever  way.  Hers  was 
the  simple  life,  her  home  was  ever  open  and 
friends,  neighbors  or  even  strangers  were  received 
warmly. 

Mrs.  Russell  used  her  long  life  in  cheerful  and 
loving  service  to  God  and  to  her  fellowman.  Many 
memorials  to  the  church  building  fund  have  been 
received  in  her  memory.  Her  funeral  service  was 
held  Wednesday,  August  30th  at  3:30  P.M.  at  the 
church  and  she  was  laid  to  rest  in  the  church 
cemetery  beside  her  beloved  husband. 

MRS.  DOCIA  HUBBARD 

The  Women's  Society  of  Christian  Service  of 
Kadesh  United  Methodist  Church,  Belwood 
wishes  to  pay  tribute  of  love,  honor,  and  respect 
to  Mrs.  Docia  Hubbard  who  passed  away  1972 
August  29. 

Mrs.  Hubbard  was  a  devoted  and  loyal  Chris- 
tian who  loved  her  church  and  had  compassion 
for  others.  She  had  a  ready  smile  and  a  cheerful 
word  for  those  with  whom  she  came  in  contact. 
Mrs.  Hubbard  was  a  good  mother  and  a  family- 
loving  person  and  a  devoted  wife. 

Mrs.  Hubbard  led  a  simple  and  meaningful 
life.  She  will  be  sorely  missed.  To  her  family  we 
express  our  deepest  sympathy. 

Women's  Society  of  Christian  Service 
Mrs.  Latham  Wilson 
Mrs.  Vivian  Hoyle 

MRS.  LUCILE  SAFRIT  SMITH 

It  is  as  if  the  writer  of  Proverbs  had  Lucile 
Safrit  Smith  in  mind  when  he  wrote,  "If  you  can 
find  a  truly  good  wife,  she  is  worth  more  than 
precious  gems  .  .  .  She  is  a  woman  of  strength  and 
dignity... When  she  speaks,  her  words  are  wise, 
and  kindness  is  the  rule  for  everything  she  says 
.  .  .  Her  children  stand  and  bless  her,  so  does  her 
husband." 

Ann  Street  United  Methodist  Church  of 
Beaufort  joins  the  writer  of  Proverbs  in  praising 
Lucile  Smith,  her  beloved  church  secretary,  and 
Treasurer  who  God  freed  from  the  bondage  of  her 
temporal  body  on  October  2,  1972,  to  glorify 
Him  forever. 

Born  May  1,  1920,  in  Mount  Gilead,  North 
Carolina,  the  daughter  of  Robert  William  Safrit 
and  Maggie  Ila  Goodman,  Mrs.  Smith  moved  with 
her  parents  to  Beaufort  in  1935  where  she  finish- 
ed high  school.  After  having  received  her  AB  de- 
gree in  elementary  education  in  1941  from  the 
University  of  North  Carolina  at  Greensboro,  Mrs. 
Smith  taught  in  Vanceboro  until  her  marriage  in 
1942  to  Robert  Louis  Smith.  To  this  happy 
union  were  born  four  children,  Michael,  Patrick, 


Anthony,  and  Ellen  (now  Mrs.  Keith  Leonard). 
There  are  three  precious  grandchildren,  Scott  and 
Allison  Smith,  children  of  Michael  and  Jane,  and 
Jennifer  Smith,  daughter  of  Patrick  and  Gaye. 

Also  surviving  Mrs.  Smith  are  two  sisters, 
Mrs.  Jerry  H.  Moore  of  Mount  Gilead,  and  Mrs. 
Odell  Merrill  of  Beaufort,  and  three  brothers, 
Robert  W.  Safrit,  Jr.,  and  Leonard  Safrit,  both  of 
Beaufort,  and  Merlin  G.  Safrit  of  Dallas,  Texas. 

Mrs.  Smith  lives  in  the  hearts  of  her  family 
and  friends,  and  we  thank  God  that  He  gave  her 
to  us  for  awhile. 

Respectfully, 

Administrative  Board 
By:  Miss  Lena  Duncan 
Robert  L.  Nicks 

Ann  Street  United  Methodist  Church 


Large  Gift 
Made  To  Pfeiffer 


Misenheimer-Mrs.  J.  A.  Spence,  Ashe- 
boro,  a  life  trustee  and  benefactor  of  Pfeif- 
fer College,  has  made  a  gift  of  $56,350  to 
be  added  to  the  Spence  Scholarship  pro- 
gram at  the  college. 

Pfeiffer  President  Douglas  Reid  Sasser 
in  announcing  the  gift  said,  "The  continued 
support  of  such  outstanding  individuals  as 
Mrs.  Spence  enables  a  private  college  such 
as  Pfeiffer  to  move  forward  in  serving  stu- 
dents. We  are  extremely  grateful  for  the 
major  gift  to  the  Mame  Boren  Spence 
Scholarship  Fund." 

Mrs.  Spence  has  a  long  record  of  service 
to  Pfeiffer  College  as  an  individual  and  as  a 
college  trustee.  She  has  served  as  chairman 
of  the  Trustee  Committee  on  the  Presi- 
dent's Home  and  recently  led  a  committee 
in  the  establishment  of  a  presidential 
dining  room  at  the  college. 

In  1967  Pfeiffer  conferred  the  Doctor 
of  Humane  Letters  degree  on  Mrs.  Spence. 
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we  abrogate  our  Christian  responsibility 
and  put  it  on  the  auction  block  of  the 
market  place  to  be  sold  for  the  cheapest 
bid.  We  let  ourselves  off  the  rusty  spikes  of 
an  all-too-painful  cross  on  an  all-too-lonely 
hill. 

Evangelical  fervor  has  caused  crusading 
fanatics  to  sever  the  heads  from  the  bodies 
of  women  and  children.  It  has  sponsored 
war,  made  a  religion  out  of  cut-throat 
capitalism,  and  elevated  racism  and  anti- 
semitism  to  a  position  which,  for  some,  has 
become  a  moral  good.  Fundamentalism  in 
the  evangelical  tradition  has  notoriously 
called  men  and  women  away  from  the 
world  in  order  that  they  might  take  a  seat 
on  some  unknown  hill  and  prepare  for  the 
Second  Coming.  Fundamentalism  has  been 
and  is  a  religious  sanction  to  legalistic, 
social  and  individual  stagnation  of  mind 
and  purpose. 

Jesus  Christ  died  on  a  bloody  cross, 
Saint  Paul  was  left  to  rot  in  a  Roman 
prison,  and  Martin  Luther  King  was  shot  in 
the  head  for  proclaiming  the  eternal  mes- 
sage that  love  of  God  results  in  love  of 
neighbor.  This  is  the  call  to  maturity;  the 
maturity  which  is  Christianity's  alone. 
And,  it  is  the  call  which  we  must  accept 
and  the  cross  which  we  must  bear.  To 
stand  and  shout  "one  way  with  Jesus"  is 
only  meaningful  if  we  accept  the  mature 
commitment  to  which  it  must  ultimately 
lead.  To  keep  shouting  in  the  fundamental 
context  is  to  raise  a  cheer  tor  the  cheap 
level  at  which  we  hold  our  Christian  faith. 
Our  ultimate  cheer  for  Christianity  rests  in 
the  strength  of  our  example  and  the  depth 
of  our  understanding;  not  in  superficial 
platitudes  voiced  on  strained  vocal  chords. 

Mr.  Chalker  is  a  student  at  the  Divinity 
School,  Duke  University. 


ELON  COLLEGE 

A  Christian,  co-educational,  liberal  arts  col- 
lege offering  the  A.B.  degree  with  20  majors 
and  the  B.S.  degree  in  music  education  and 
radiologic  technology. 

ELON  COLLEGE,  N.  C.  27244 


STACY  WEAVER  HONORED 

A  resolution  of  appreciation  to  Dr.  L. 
Stacy  Weaver,  president  of  Methodist  Col- 
lege in  Fayetteville,  was  passed  by  the 
Methodist  College  Foundation  Board  of 
Directors  at  its  November  meeting. 

Dr.  Weaver  will  retire  in  June,  1973.  As 
its  first  and  only  president,  he  has  headed 
the  United  Methodist  institution  since 
1957. 

Pointing  out  the  great  responsibility  Dr. 
Weaver  has  carried  in  guiding  Methodist 
College  through  its  formative  years,  the 
resolution  called  him  "a  man  with  tremen- 
dous personal  force,  with  prophetic  vision, 
with  every  dimension  of  intelligence  and 
with  unlimited  faith." 

In  the  resolution  gratitude  was  ex- 
pressed to  Dr.  Weaver  for  "the  spirit  and 
quality  of  his  tenure  as  President,  and  our 
gratitude  to  Almighty  God  that  a  man  of 
his  unique  qualifications  was  in  the  right 
place  at  the  right  time." 

REV.  M.  L.  HUSTED  DIES 

Dr.  Morris  Lyman  Husted,  74,  of  Dur- 
ham died  Nov.  8  at  Watts  Hospital.  A 
minister  for  54  years,  he  was  a  former 
associate  pastor  of  Duke  Memorial  UM 
Church. 

A  native  of  Tarrytown,  N.Y.,  he  atten- 
ded West  Virginia  Wesleyan  College,  Wash- 
ington and  Jefferson  College,  the  Univer- 
sity of  Pittsburgh  and  Western  Theology 
Seminary.  He  served  pastorates  in  the 
Pennsylvania,  and  New  York  conferences 
before  joining  the  North  Carolina  Confer- 
ence. He  was  chaplain  in  the  U.  S.  Air 
Force  for  3Vi  years,  where  his  work  with 
injured  airmen  earned  him  a  presidential 
citation. 

Surviving  are  his  widow,  Mrs.  Catherine 
June  Husted;  three  sons,  Eaton  A.  Husted 
of  Rochester,  Minn.,  Wayne  D.  Husted  of 
Columbus,  Ohio,  and  Ronald  E.  Husted  of 
Poughkeepsie,  N.Y.;  one  daughter,  Mrs. 
David  E.  Van  Vleet  of  Durham;  1 1  grand- 
children and  two  great-grandchildren. 

Funeral  services  were  held  Nov.  1 1  at 
the  Duke  Memorial  UM  Church  by  the 
Rev.  Charles  S.  Hubbard.  A  graveside  ser- 
vice with  Masonic  rites  was  held  in  Raleigh 
Memorial  Park. 
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A  blessed  joy, 

~,  .  .       ^  .  A  night  serene. 

Christmas  time  again  is  near!  & 

A  time  of  blessing  and  good  cheer! 
Presents  to  buy,  goodies  to  bake, 
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CAROLINA  BRIEFS 


An  Abundant  Life  Retreat  will  be  held 

at  the  Urban  Ministry  Center  in  High  Point 

Dec.  15-17.  Under  the  sponsorship  of 

Christian  Enterprises,  the  retreat  will  have 

Rev.  Tommy  Tyson  of  Goldsboro  as  the 

featured  speaker.  Rev.  Joe  Petree  of  Oak 

Ridge  is  the  retreat  moderator. 

*  ** 

APPOINTMENT  CHANGES 

Effective  Oct.  9,  Bishop  Earl  G.  Hunt, 
Jr.  authorized  the  following  changes  of 
appointments  in  the  Western  N.  C.  Con- 
ference: John  Hoyle,  Jr.  (RS)  to  Belmont: 
St.  Mark's;  Edward  Boyd  Stokes  to  Ashe- 
boro:  Brower's  Chapel;  Philip  Vaughn  to 
High  Point  College  as  student. 

H.  Eugene  Peacock,  Supt. 
High  Point  District 
Charles  D.  White,  Supt. 
Gastonia  District 

*** 

Dr.  Ralph  James,  associate  professor 
of  religion  and  philosophy  at  N.  C.  Wes- 
ley an  College,  presented  a  paper  at  an 
international  meeting  on  criminology  in 
Caracas,  Venezuela,  last  week.  His  present- 
ation, entitled  "Contingency  Management: 
Toward  a  Behavioral  Philosophy,"  is  based 
on  his  extensive  work  with  juvenile  and 
youthful  offenders. 

*** 

Trinity  UM  Church,  Jacksonville,  has 
completed  installation  of  a  Zimmer  Pipe 
Organ  and  is  planning  two  special  events  in 
connection  with  the  new  instrument.  On 
Sunday,  Dec.  3,  at  4  p.m.  Dr.  Robert  Irvin, 
Chairman  of  the  Department  of  Church 
Music  and  Organ  at  East  Carolina  Univer- 
sity, Greenville,  will  present  a  concert  on 
the  new  organ.  One  Sunday,  Dec.  10  at  11 
a.m.,  Rev.  Charles  Mercer,  superintendent 
of  the  New  Bern  District,  will  preach  and 
dedicate  the  organ. 

*** 

The  women  of  St.  Peter's  Church  in 


Morehead  City  will  have  a  fall  bazaar  at  the 
church  Dec.  1  and  2.  The  public  is  invited. 

The  WSCS  of  Broad  Creek  UM 
Church,  Newport,  celebrated  its  first  anni- 
versary on  Nov.  4.  There  were  28  members 
and  guests  present.  Mrs.  Grier  Garrick,  dis- 
trict president,  spoke,  Mrs.  Hugh  Morris, 
local  president,  presided,  and  Mrs.  Amos  T. 
Walston,  Sr.,  gave  the  devotional.  The 
anniversary  cake  was  served  along  with  re- 
freshments. 

*** 

Holly  Johnson  was  honored  on  his 
79th  birthday  Oct.  21  at  Stokesdale  School 
cafeteria.  The  celebration  was  sponsored 
by  members  of  Flat  Rock  UM  Church  in 
tribute  to  his  long  years  of  service  to  the 
church  and  community.  More  than  200 
friends  and  relatives  attended.  Following  a 
picnic  supper  a  short  program  was  held 
with  representatives  from  many  organi- 
zations reviewing  his  contributions  over  the 
years. 

Bishop   Robert  M.   Blackburn  will 

preach  at  the  Sanford  District  Conference 

to  be  held  at  Page  Memorial  Church, 

Aberdeen,  Dec.  10,  at  2:30  p.m. 

*** 

Five  UM  Churches  in  Eastern  Onslow 
County  cooperated  in  three  nights  of 
study,  which  began  Nov.  19  at  Swansboro 
Church.  Other  participating  churches  were 
Bethlehem,  Midway,  Oak  Grove  and 
Queen's  Creek.  The  Book  of  Romans  was 
taught  by  Rev.  Rufus  Stark,  II,  Grace  UM 
Church,  Wilmington.  A  course  on  Meth- 
odism was  under  the  instruction  of  Rev. 
Charles  H.  Mercer,  New  Bern  District 
superintendent.  Rev.  Dan  Miller,  associate 
of  Trinity  UM  Church,  Jacksonville  taught 
the  youth  study  on  contemporary  music 
and  the  Christian  message. 
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Of  the  total,  $1 12,326  is  for  12  projects 
in  six  states,  and  $30,000  is  for  scholar- 
ships for  blacks  preparing  for  careers  in  the 
health  and  welfare  fields.  The  moneys 
jcome  from  the  Kendall  Fund  which  has 
contributed  more  than  $1,250,000  to 
minority  assistance  since  it  was  established 
lin  1959. 

*  *  * 

COCU  REPRESENTATIVES  NAMED 

INDIANAPOLIS,  Ind.  (UMI)-Repre- 
sentatives  from  the  United  Methodist 
Church  to  the  Consultation  on  Church 
I  Union  (COCU)  have  been  named  by  the 
denomination's  Council  of  Bishops. 

The  list  was  released  October  3  by  Bis- 
hop Ralph  T.  Alton  of  Indianapolis,  sec- 
retary of  the  Council  of  Bishops.  They  are: 
Mrs.  John  Sonnenday,  St.  Louis,  Mo.; 
Richard  O.  Johnson,  San  Francisco,  Calif.; 
Marcus  Matthews,  Florence,  S.  C;  Bishop 
Wayne  K.  Clymer,  Minneapolis,  Minn.;  the 
Rev.  Robert  W.  Huston,  New  York;  the 
]  Rev.  F.  Thomas  Trotter,  Claremont,  Calif.; 
[the  Rev.  Woodie  W.  White,  Washington,  D. 
C;  the  Rev.  Jeanne  Audrey  Powers,  New 
York;  Miss  Catharine  Johnson,  Brockton, 
Mass.;  and  Mrs.  Richard  Owens,  III,  Clear- 
water, Fla.  Bishop  James  K.  Mathews  of 
Washington,  D.  C,  was  named  as  standby 

on  the  COCU  delegation. 

*  *  * 


Bishops  Joel  D.  McDavid,  Carl  J. 
Sanders  and  Edward  L.  Tullis  have  been 
elected  as  trustees  of  Emory  University. 
They  are  replacing  three  bishops  who  have 
been  named  to  emeritus  status:  J.O.  Smith, 
Roy  Short  and  Nolan  Harmon.  Also  elected 
was  Randolph  W.  Thrower,  Atlanta  attor- 
ney, who  replaces  retiring  Atlanta  attorney 
F.M.  Bird. 

*** 

A  woman  has  been  named  assistant 
general  secretary  of  the  Division  on 
Ecumenical  and  Interreligious  Concerns. 
She  is  the  Rev.  Jeanne  Audrey  Powers  of 
New  York.  The  Rev.  Robert  W.  Huston 
heads  the  division. 

*  ** 

The  Southeastern  Jurisdictional  Coun- 
cil is  co-sponsor  of  a  series  of  seminars  to 

study  the  problems  of  rural  poverty. 

*** 

Requests  for  funds  from  the  Com- 
mission on  Religion  and  Race  must  be  re- 
ceived by  the  commission  not  later  than 
Jan.  26,  1973.  Proposals  for  projects 
should  be  in  the  area  of  needs  of  minority 
groups. 

*** 

The  Rev.  Eugene  L.  Stockwell,  of  the 
Board  of  Global  Ministries  has  been  select- 
ed to  be  Associate  General  Secretary  for 
Overseas  Ministries  of  the  National  Council 

of  Churches,  effective  Dec.  2. 

*** 

Wofford  College,  Spartanburg,  S.C., 
has  launched  a  four  year  campaign  to  raise 
$9.25  million  for  endowment  and  other 
needs.  A  challenge  grant  from  Woofford 
trustee  Roger  Milliken  of  Spartanburg  has 

given  added  incentive  to  the  drive. 

*** 

United  Methodist  Bishop  James  M.  Ault 
of  the  Philadelphia  Area  and  Deputy  Police 
Commissioner  of  Philadelphia  Harry  G. 
Fox  have  received  the  Gold  Metal  Award 
for  1971  from  historic  St.  George's  United 
Methodist  Church.  The  Rev.  Norman 
Vincent  Peale,  speaker  for  the  presentation 
dinner,  was  given  the  church's  John  Wesley 
Ecumenical  Award. 

*  #  * 
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by  S.T.  (Gill)  Gillespie 


Every  faithful  church  person  and  many  of  those  who  do  not  profess  to  be  a  part  of 
the  church  have  heard  these  words  "And  she  gave  birth  to  her  first  born  son  and  wrapped 
him  in  swaddling  clothes,  and  laid  him  in  a  manger,  because  there  was  no  room  for  them 
in  the  inn,"  Luke  2:7. 

I  remember  as  a  boy  having  heard  read  to  me  how  Joseph  and  Mary  were  treated  in 
Bethlehem  when  they  asked  for  a  room  for  the  night.  I  remember  how  the  innkeeper 
grew  angry  at  the  couple  and  shouted,  "Can  I  make  more  rooms  by  striking  my  staff 
upon  the  ground?"  I  remember,  as  a  boy,  saying  to  myself  "How  could  an  innkeeper  be 
so  cruel  and  mean  and  unconcerned  about  the  mother  who  would  birth  into  the  world  a 
son  who  would  set  us  free."  But  as  I  grew  older  and  read  more  of  the  Christmas  story,  I 
really  felt  sorry  for  the  innkeeper.  It  dawned  upon  me  that  he  did  not  know  who  Joseph 
and  Mary  were;  he  did  not  know  that  the  baby  to  be  born  would  emerge  as  the  light  of 
the  world,  and,  to  be  quite  honest  about  the  situation,  the  rooms  in  the  inn  were  all 
filled.  So  I  found  myself  having  more  sympathy  for  the  innkeeper  than  hate  because  he 
didn't  know. 

This  is  another  day.  We  now  know  who  he  is.  We  know  that  he  was  born  in  a  stable 
in  Bethlehem,  crucified  on  the  cross,  rose  from  the  dead,  and  is  able  to  walk  and  talk  with 
us.  As  the  innkeeper  could  not  have  known,  we  now  know  that  Christ  is  the  son  of  God 
and  daily  he  is  knocking  upon  the  doors  of  our  hearts  ready  and  willing  to  come  in. 

This  Christmas  let  us  make  room  for  him  as  we  prepare  to  receive  new  Christmas 
cards  and  gifts  and  to  hear  songs  and  bells  echoing  through  the  wind.  Let  us  be  reminded 
that  these  things,  as  important  as  they  are  to  us  during  this  Advent  season,  are  not  the 
ultimate  answer.  The  ultimate  answer  to  our  longings,  hopes,  and  dreams  is  for  someone 
to  come  to  us  and  help  our  souls  to  be  still. 

Whenever  men  make  room  for  Jesus,  he  will  appear  to  them.  He  appeared  to  the 
hungry  crowds  of  Galilee  who  were  like  sheep  without  a  shepherd.  He  appeared  to  his 
disciples  in  the  midst  of  the  storm  and  uttered  his  word  of  peace  and  calm.  He  appeared 
to  Paul  on  the  Damascus  Road,  to  John  on  the  Isle  of  Patmos,  to  Luther  at  Worms,  and 
to  Wesley  at  Aldersgate.  This  Christmas  He  will  appear  to  us  if  we  will  open  our  hearts 
and  make  room  for  him. 


The  Rev.  Mr.  Gillespie  is  Minister  of  John  Wesley  UM  Church,  Fayetteville. 
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OPPORTUNITIES 

Five  cents  a  word.  Please  count  your  words 
and  send  remittance  when  sending  your  copy 


BACHELOR  OF  ARTS  looking  for  position  as 
choir  director  or  combination  choir  director/ 
organist.  Call  (919)  646-0711  after  6  p.m.  or 
write  Box  191,  Lake  Waccamaw,  N.C.  28450. 

HOUSEKEEPER  WANTED  to  live  in  and  care 
for  elder  Methodist  preacher  and  wife.  Call  L.  A. 
Watts,  Jr.,  Raleigh  782-1565  or  write  3330 
Coleridge  Drive,  Raleigh,  N.C.  27609. 

WANTED:  Job  as  Director  of  Christian  Educa- 
tion. Willing  to  work  hard.  Master's  from  Scarritt 
College.  Write  or  call  Jane  Sanderlin  Morgan.  Rt. 
1,  Council,  N.C.-301-669-2972. 
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There  are  many  of  us,  in  a  moment 
when  nostalgia  has  been  sweeping  over 
human  consciousness,  who  may  be  wishing 
for  an  old-fashioned  Christmas.  It  was  this 
kind  of  Christmas  which  Grandma  Moses,  a 
century  old,  remembered  in  her  bold, 
Gothic  drawings  a  number  of  years  ago. 
But  there  was  nothing  fragile  in  the  angelic 
announcement  recorded  by  St.  Luke:  "For 
unto  you  is  born  this  day  in  the  city  of 
David  a  Saviour,  which  is  Christ  the  Lord." 
(Luke  2:11).  Christmas  did  not  endure  be- 
cause of  its  poetry  and  charm  (although 
these  have  a  proper  place  in  our  celebration 
of  it),  but  because  of  the  bedrock  values 
for  which  it  stands. 

One  of  these  is  Peace.  As  I  dictate  these 


lines,  I  join  millions  of  others  in  praying 
that  the  long  expected  peace  in  Southeast 
Asia  may  be  a  reality  by  the  time  they  are 
printed.  If  an  agreement  among  Washing- 
ton, Hanoi  and  Saigon  makes  this  possible, 
then  we  trust  and  pray  that  American 
prisoners  of  war  can  be  on  their  way  home 
shortly  -  and  this  would  be  Christmas  in- 
deed, even  though  it  might  not  all  occur  by 
December  25.  But  the  greatest  peace  is  still 
the  peace  within  —  a  philosophy  of  life 
able  to  bear  storms,  a  calm  undisturbed  by 
trifles.  I  sometimes  think  of  the  vast 
stretches  of  the  Pacific  Ocean  which  my 
wife  and  I  watched  from  the  shores  of 
Maui  in  the  Hawaiian  Islands,  blue  and 
calm,  like  a  softly  slumbering  giant. There 
are  souls  like  that,  rare  souls  which  I  have 
been  fortunate  enough  to  encounter,  souls 
upon  whom  "the  Sun  of  righteousness  has 
risen  with  healing  in  his  wings". 

It  is  also  Hope.  Christmas  gives  the  child 
of  God  a  right  to  believe  that  "He  which 

(Continued  on  page  1 9) 
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WHO  SHALL  STAND? 


by  G.  Robert  McKenzie 

0  come,  O  come,  Emmanuel 
And  ransom  captive  Israel, 
That  mourns  in  lonely  exile  here, 
Until  the  Son  of  God  appear. 
Rejoice!  Rejoice!  Emmanuel 
Shall  come  to  thee,  0  Israel! 

What  do  you  think  about  when  you 
hear  the  word  Christmas?  Santa  Claus, 
Christmas  trees,  decorations,  gifts,  parties, 
vacations,  music  and  carols,  wise  men, 
shepherds,  stable,  Mary  and  Joseph,  the 
baby  Jesus?  Yes,  these  are  the  things  that 
come  to  my  mind,  too.  And  they  are  good 
things  and  they  are  a  part  of  that  which 
makes  this  season  such  a  wonderful  time. 
In  all  of  this  there  is  a  note  of  joy  and 
happiness  and  this  is  what  we  all  emphasize 
at  Christmas. 

But  as  I  read  the  passages  from  the  Old 
Testament  which  relate  to  the  coming  of 
Christ,  I  cannot  help  discovering  the  strong 
chord  of  judgment  which  vibrates  through- 
out. This  is  especially  true  of  these  words 
from  Malachi: 

Behold,  I  send  my  messenger  to  prepare 
the  way  before  me,  and  the  Lord  whom 
you  seek  will  suddenly  come  to  his 
temple;  the  messenger  of  the  covenant 
in  whom  you  delight,  behold,  he  is 
coming,  says  the  Lord  of  hosts.  But 
who  can  endure  the  day  of  his  coming, 
and  who  can  stand  when  he  appears? 
This  question  becomes  all  the  more  com- 
pelling when  asked  by  the  bass  in  Handel's 
great  work.  The  answer  to  it  must  be  a 
meek,  "Nobody!" 

And  then  the  next  line:  "For  he  is  like  a 
refiner's  fire!"  That  should  be  fair  warning 
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for  us.  Why,  then,  all  this  talk  about 
"Come,  Lord  Jesus?"  Could  any  of  usi 
really  stand  it? 

Maybe  we  are  just  a  little  too  bold  as  wee 
approach  Christmas.  Perhaps  we  have  littlee 
idea  what  it  would  mean  to  have  Christt 
really  come.  Perhaps  this  is  one  aspect  off 
Christmas  we  seldom  if  ever  think  about'. 

Consider— the  shepherds  huddled  inn 
terror  on  the  hillside;  the  wise  men  knelt  inn 
silence-.  Joy  filled  their  hearts,  but  theyy 
must  have  sensed  the  majesty  and  thee 
power  of  what  was  taking  place! 

Frankly,  I  am  troubled  with  the  note  o| 
judgment  which  attends  the  coming  o:> 
Jesus  Christ.  As  I  weigh  myself  in  the  ball 
ance,  I  always  come  up  wanting.  The  Pray; 
er  of  Confession  always  brings  me  up  short  t 
I  am  always  wondering  whether  I  would 
feel  very  comfortable  in  the  presence  m 
Jesus  Christ ! 

Therefore,  the  twin  ideas  of  joy  amii 
judgment  must  go  hand  in  hand.  We  canno 
escape  the  fact  that  when  God  comes  m 
Jesus  Christ  the  light  of  his  truth  about  lift 
uncovers  the  false  and  faults  in  all  of  uu 
and  we  are  made  to  stand  before  the  courr 
of  judgment.  And  this  judgment,  whili 
certainly  related  to  the  future,  must  also  bh 
seen  in  the  right  now,  the  everyday.  If  w* 
want  God  to  come  in  Jesus  Christ,  we  muu 
expect  his  coming  to  offend  us,  to  angei' 
us,  at  the  deepest  levels  of  our  life. 

The  late  Halford  Luccock  is  the  source 
of  the  Christmas  story  of  two  tired  women 
struggling  to  manage  their  loads  of  gili 
packages,  only  to  have  one  of  them  clas  i 
with  another  shopper,  moving  in  thi 
opposite  direction.  As  the  packages  flewii 
all  directions,  the  lady  exclaimed,  "Oh, 
hate  Christmas,  anyway.  It  turns  every 
thing  upside  down!" 

A  man  trying  to  help  agreed.  "You  aw  [ 
right,  lady,"  he  said.  "That  is  just  wh*:|f 


Christmas  was  made  for." 

God  through  Christ  has  turned  the 
world's  values  upside  down.  He  has 
brought  the  proud  and  powerful  to  their 
knees  and  has  exalted  men  of  low  degree. 
He  came  in  a  most  unexpected  manner, 
from  the  world's  point  of  view;  not  at  all 
like  the  king  he  was  to  become.  And  this  is 
the  sign  that  God  has  given  us.  Instead  of  a 
royal  bed  for  his  weary  mother,  there  was 
only  a  pile  of  straw.  Instead  of  princely 
garments,  he  was  wrapped  in  swathing 
bands.  Instead  of  trumpet  blast  to  welcome 
him,  only  the  lowing  cattle  greeted  his  ears. 
Thus  it  is  that  Christianity  can  never  be  a 
complacent  religion;  the  world's  forms  and 
values  must  always  stand  under  God's  judg- 
ment. 

Clark  Hunt  has  commented:  "Every- 
body loves  a  baby,  and  part  of  the  wonder 
and  joy  of  Christmas  is  in  the  fact  that  God 
came  down  the  stairs  of  heaven  with  a 
child  in  his  arms."  But  how  unrealistic  and 
how  unimportant  Christmas  is  if  that  is  all 
that  there  is  to  it! 

Once,  at  the  conclusion  of  a  Christmas 
pageant,  a  little  girl  of  three  or  four  came 
up  to  her  pastor,  clutching  a  candy  cane, 
and,  with  stars  in  her  eyes,  she  said,  "This 
is  for  the  baby  Jesus  when  he  grows  up." 
For  all  her  delightful  innocence,  she  saw 
farther  than  some  of  the  rest  of  us.  Jesus 
did  grow  up,  and  in  the  powerful,  persis- 
tent strength  of  his  manhood  he  proceeded 
to  challenge  old  laws,  old  traditions,  old 
prejudices.  He  sweeps  away  all  of  our  petty 
and  overly  simple  judgments  of  people.  He 
sweeps  away  our  tendency  to  think  of  our- 
selves as  righteous  and  pure. 

Who  was  it  that  he  befriended  and  with 
whom  did  he  live?  Largely  they  were  the 
outcasts,  the  disinherited,  the  down- 
trodden, and  those  who  lived  in  poverty. 
He  identified  himself  with  the  interests  and 


the  needs  of  the  lowliest  members  of  his 
society.  He  made  people  uncomfortable  by 
asking  them  about  their  values,  their  influ- 
ence, and  their  lives.  He  issued  some  invita- 
tions to  a  costly  discipleship  with  an  RSVP 
attached.  And  when  some  little  men  could 
no  longer  stand  in  the  white  light  of  his 
expectations,  then  in  the  shadows  they 
plotted  "how  they  could  get  rid  of  him." 

If  Jesus  had  remained  a  baby  in  Bethle- 
hem, or  a  boy  in  Nazareth,  or  a  harmless 
preacher  in  Galilee,  he  need  never  have 
faced  a  cross  in  Jerusalem!  Halford  Luc- 
cock  used  to  say:  "Jesus  never  got  into 
trouble  because  he  said,  'consider  the  lilies 
of  the  field  how  they  grow!'  He  got  into 
trouble  because  he  said,  'consider  the 
thieves  in  the  temple,  how  they  steal!'" 

How  often  at  Christmas  we  deify  the 
baby  Jesus.  How  easy  to  sing  "Away  in  a 
manger,  no  crib  for  his  bed,  the  little  Lord 
Jesus  laid  down  his  sweet  head"  and  how 
hard  to  sing  and  mean  it,  "O  young  and 
fearless  prophet .  .  .  ,we  need  thy  presence 
here."  How  many  places  there  are  where 
people  will  make  a  fuss  over  the  baby 
Jesus,  only  to  turn  their  backs  upon  the 
spirit  of  the  Lord  Jesus!  "  . .  .1  say  to  you, 
as  you  did  it  not  to  one  of  the  least  of 
these,  you  did  it  not  to  me." 

You  know,  it  is  true  to  say,  we  have  lost 
this  sense  of  judgment  in  our  celebration  of 
Christmas.  It  is  all  of  this  that  keeps  bring- 
ing me  up  short!  And  you? 

This  ancient  Advent  prayer  strikes  the 
proper  chord.  "Almighty  God,  give  us 
grace  that  we  may  cast  away  the  works  of 
darkness,  and  put  upon  us  the  armor  of 
light,  now  in  the  time  of  this  mortal 
life  . . .  that  in  the  last  day  we  shall  come 
again  ...  to  judge  both  the  living  and  the 
dead,  so  may  we  rise  to  life  immortal. 
Amen." 


December  14,  1972  5 


EDITORIALS 

He  Came, 

He  Comes, 

And  Is  Forever  Coming 


The  coming  of  Christ  must  be  classed  as 
the  premier  epic  event  in  all  of  human  his- 
tory. Nothing  else  has  so  profoundly  affec- 
ted the  course  of  man's  existence  upon  this 
planet. 

What  has  made  this  true  is  that  Christ 
not  only  came  into  the  stream  of  human 
existence  almost  two  thousand  years  ago, 
but  He  continues  to  exist  in  the  hearts  and 
lives  of  those  who  receive  Him.  As  the 
beloved  apostle  John  stated:  "to  all  who 
received  Him,  who  believed  in  His  name, 
He  gave  power  to  become  children  of  God; 
who  were  born,  not  of  blood  nor  of  the 
will  of  the  flesh  nor  of  the  will  of  man,  but 
of  God.  (John  1:12-13) 

This  same  Jesus  who  was  born  at  Beth- 
lehem almost  two  thousand  years  ago  con- 
tinues to  be  reborn  in  the  hearts  and  minds 
of  people  who  are  open  to  Him.  He  did 
indeed  come  at  Bethlehem,  and  his  coming 
cleaved  the  centuries.  But  that  was  only 
the  beginning— if  we  may  refer  to  the 
Advent  as  "only."  He  came  then  in  all  of 
the  manifestation  of  the  Father's  love  and 
grace.  But  more  than  that:  He  keeps  com- 
ing, coming,  coming.  He  is  forever  coming 
into  the  lives  of  people,  and  among  them. 

The  Gospel  remains  relevant  and  con- 
temporaneous for  this  reason.  Our  Story 
does  much  more  than  tell  of  God's  great 
gift  offered  to  men  in  the  long  ago.  It  goes 
on  to  proclaim  that  the  Father's  gift  is 
offered  in  every  age  and  place.  Christ  is 
forever  coming!  Not  only  to  Bethlehem 
and   Nazareth  and  Jerusalem!   But  to 
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Greensboro  and  New  Bern  and  Burnsville; 
all  the  way  from  Duck  to  Ducktown,  fromi 
Calabash  to  Banner  Elk;  and  on  across  this> 
land  of  ours;  and  across  the  waters  and  the  : 
mountains  of  the  world,  into  the  great i 
cities  and  into   the   sheltered  hamlets. 
Wherever  people  live,  and  hear  the  story 
and  open  their  lives  to  Christ,  that  place 
becomes  another  Bethlehem! 

In  a  world  harrassed  by  bad  news,  the 
proclamation  of  this  Good  News  must  not 
be  stifled  nor  stilled.  From  our  pulpits,  inn 
our  homes,  even  upon  the  street  corners  wee 
must  let  the  message  ring  out.  God  who* 
created  a  manificent  world,  and  peopled  it 
with  a  marvelous  array  of  beautiful  crea- 
tures is  not  standing  aside  while  it  all  goes> 
to  pot!  He  continues  to  be  personally, 
involved.  He  works  with  astonishing' 
patience  and  unremitting  love  to  shape  allll 
things  and  all  creatures-especially  Man- 
after  His  own  image  of  perfection. 

If  Christ's  coming  among  us  means- 
anything  at  all  it  means  all  of  this.  Unbe- 
lievable? Too  good  to  be  true?  Perhaps  to 
plebian  spirits.  But  for  those  who  break 
through  the  barrier  of  their  earthbound; 
doubts  there  comes  the  dawning  of  a  new 
day,  the  coming  into  being  of  new  life.  The  I 
Gospel  is  not  too  good  to  be  true.  It  is  toe 
true  to  be  set  away  upon  a  theological  shelf  I 
or  turned  into  an  ecclesiastical  museum-  1 
piece.  This  Gospel  is  the  truth  which  men  a 
want  to  hear  and  believe:  that  the  God  d 
Who  created  all  things  is  our  Father,  and  ei 
He  cares  for  us  all.  \ 


Crime 
and  the 
Public's  Right 
To 

Basic  Information 

Crime  has  always  been  good  front  page 
lews.  Lately  there  has  seemed  to  be  more 
}f  it  than  ever:  more  crime,  and  more  front 
?age  coverage.  The  only  trouble  is  that  the 
varieties  of  lawlessness  and  violence  seem 

0  be  growing  alarmingly,  but  the  processes 
)f  informing  the  public  seem  frequently  to 
tay  at  a  superficial,  sensation-mongering 
evel. 

Take  the  published  and  televised  ac- 
ounts  of  hijackings,  or  police  killings  or 
kidnappings.  Reporters  and  cameramen 
isk  their  lives  in  giving  on-the-scene  ac- 
counts of  the  unfolding  drama— just  as 
hough  it  were  all  a  make-believe  stage 
performance. 

|  So  far,  so  good!  Perhaps.  Perhaps  not! 
|he  general  public  is  permitted  to  share  in 
jn  exciting  cops-and-robbers  type  of 
.  [rama.  But  then  it  all  winds  up  with 
Hashed  vehicles  at  a  roadblock,  or  a 

1  ijacker  picked  off  by  a  sharpshooter.  The 
^citing  episode  is  closed.  Cameras  are 
[lacked  and  taken  to  the  next  sensational 
incurrence  and  reporters  move  on  to  other 
IJamour  stories.  Nobody  seems  to  be  con- 
f|rned  about  in-depth  interpretation  of 
1st  what  happened  and  why. 

U 1  But  if  the  public  is  entitled  to  a  play- 
^i'-play  account  of  happenings,  isn't  the 
public  also  entitled  to  some  further  explan- 
ations? Why  did  the  villain  (hero?)  in  the 

,(]ama  do  it?  Was  his  act  premeditated  or 
-mered  into  on  the  spur  of  the  moment? 

Sis  he  influenced  by  other  persons?  Was 


there  an  involvement  of  drugs?  Had  the 
person  been  drinking?  Was  the  person's 
political  or  social  philosophy  a  motivating 
factor? 

If  the  public  is  going  to  react  construc- 
tively in  the  face  of  crime  and  violence,  the 
public  has  got  to  have  more  than  the  lurid 
running  account  of  the  crime  itself.  The 
public  needs  to  be  given  insight  into  causes 
and  motives. 

There  is  a  rising  crescendo  of  public 
indignation  at  our  mounting  wave  of  crime 
and  violence.  But  this  indignation  often 
spends  itself  in  blind  rage  or  in  feelings  of 
futility.  The  public  senses  that  something  is 
badly  wrong,  but  it  is  given  scant  basic 
information  upon  which  to  work  toward  a 
solution. 

Governmental  and  other  agencies  as 
well  as  the  news  media  often  seem  to  mani- 
fest a  vast  disinterest  in  getting  at  basic 
causes.  These  causes  may  lie  in  deep 
personality  disorders  of  long  standing  or 
they  may  relate  to  some  immediate  con- 
dition. If  it  is  important  that  the  public 
know  that  John  Doe  took  a  hand  gun  and 
killed  his  neighbor,  it  is  just  as  important 
that  the  public  know  whether  or  not  John 
Doe  had  been  drinking,  or  what  else  might 
have  been  involved.  The  same  questions  are 
relevant  when  two  cars  are  involved  in  a 
head-on  collision,  or  when  a  person 
snatches  a  ladies  purse  or  robs  a  bank. 

We  recognize  that  public  disclosure  is  a 
vital  factor  in  the  maintenance  of  good 
government.  Crime  and  lawlessness  are  also 
matters  of  public  concern,  and  information 
related  to  such  ought  not  to  be  left  un- 
sought or  secreted  away  in  police  records 
or  swept  under  the  rug. 

It  goes  without  saying  that  the  rights  of 
all  persons,  including  those  involved  in 
crimes,  or  accused  of  such,  should  be  care- 
fully protected.  Nevertheless  the  rights  and 
well-being  of  the  general  public  should  be 
given  at  least  as  high  a  priority. 

Among  these  rights,  we  think,  is  the 
opportunity  to  know  not  merely  the  suc- 
culent, exciting  details  of  events,  but  the 
whole  truth  about  them.  This  the  public  is 
not  always  getting! 
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Make  All  Your 


Tomorrows 


Christmas 

by  JAMES  LYNCH 


All  week  long  I  had  the  idea  on  my 
mind.  The  Sunday  School  Class  asked  me 
to  play  the  part  of  Santa  for  our  annual 
visit  to  a  local  nursing  home.  I  just  couldn't 
see  myself  as  Santa,  and  yet  the  idea  gave 
me  a  feeling  of  happiness.  The  week  passed 
and  Friday  was  here— Christmas  Eve.  I 
made  the  quick  change  from  myself  to 
Santa.  I  looked  in  the  mirror  and  much  to 
my  surprise  I  would  pass  as  Jolly  Old  Saint 
Nick. 

We  drove  to  the  nursing  home  where  we 
were  to  meet  the  other  members  of  the 
Sunday  School  class.  As  I  walked  up  to  the 
door,  me  as  Saint  Nick,  I  thought  to 
myself,  "This  should  be  fun."  As  I  entered, 
everybody  shouted,  "Here  he  is-Old  Saint 
Nick."  I  found  myself  in  the  middle  of  a 
large  room  with  the  young  people  on  one 
side  and  the  older  people,  the  patients,  on 
the  other  side.  The  average  age  of  the 
young  people  was  30;  the  patients'  average 
age,  75-80.  I  put  my  best  foot  forward,  all 
the  while  wondering  what  I  could  do  to 
show  these  fine  folks  someone  still  cares. 
We  sang  Christmas  carols  and  one  lady 
there  made  me  think  of  Miss  Prissy  in  Gone 
With  the  Wind.  She  requested  that  we  sing 
"Silent  Night."  In  hopes  of  making  her  feel 
special,  I  asked  her  to  sing  with  me.  I 
leaned  over  close  to  her  wheel  chair  and 
together  we  sang.  She  could  not  remember 
all  the  words  and  her  voice  was  weak,  but 
the  meaning  of  the  song  was  somehow 
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clearer  to  me. 

We  closed  our  meeting  in  the  assembly 
hall  by  joining  hands  in  prayer. 

With  my  bag  of  goodies  I  went  to  all  the 
patients,  jokingly  asking  if  they  had  been 
good  all  year  and  what  they  wanted  for 
Christmas.  As  I  held  their  hands  it  was  hard 
for  me  to  smile.  I  asked  Mr.  L.,  "Say,  oldd 
man,  what  can  I  bring  you  for  Christmas?" 
His  hands  were  shaking  badly. 

"Santa,  I  don't  need  anything,  but  youu 
see  that  Lady?"  He  pointed  to  Mrs.  C.  inn 
the  wheel  chair  next  to  him.  "Be  good  too 
her.  She  writes  all  my  letters  for  me." 

Even  at  his  age,  with  life  fading,  he  wasv 
thinking  of  someone  else.  What  a  lesson  II 
learned  that  night.  As  I  started  to  leave,  thee 
nursing  home  director  asked  if  I  would  visit! 
the  patients  who  were  confined  to  bed.1. 
Some  of  the  patients  were  asleep.  I  placedd 
my  token  gift  by  their  bed.  One  lady,  91 I 
was  so  happy  to  see  me.  The  nurse  had  to > 
hold  her  head  up  so  she  could  see  me.  ] 
found  it  harder  in  each  room  to  be  a  "Jolly  J 
Old  Saint  Nick"  but  somehow  I  knew  these  I 
people  needed  to  see  a  smile. 

In  the  next  room  Mrs.  J.  was  sitting  uj 
in  bed.  She  seemed  so  happy  to  have  a  visi  ; 
from  Santa.  Her  eyes  glowed  when  shet; 
said,  "You're  a  cute  Santa.  What  is  yountj 
name?" 

"Santa,"  I  replied. 

"I  know  that!!  I  mean— your  rearf 
name?"  When  I  told  her  she  said,  "You've  ■ 
made  this  a  happy  night  for  me.  Can  I  kisj  , 
you?"  As  I  bent  down,  she  kissed  my  ! 
cheek  and  said,  "I  love  you  for  coming  tc  j 
see  us." 

Here  I  learned  another  lesson.  I  wist  i 
Christmas  came  more  often,  for  I  feel  ]l 
could  be  Santa  everyday  for  people  like  I 
this.  Yet,  we  don't  really  need  Christmas  tc 
remember  people  like  I  saw  in  the  nursing 
home.  We  should  pledge  ourselves  tc 
remember  these  people  in  our  prayers  anc 
keep  them  in  our  thoughts— remembering 
how  much  a  simple  visit,  a  kind  wore 
means  to  them. 

Make  all  your  tomorrows  Christmas  foi  I 
there  are  those  who  need  Christmas  eacr  I 
day. 
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Another  Kind  of  Christmas? 

by  Carol  Bessent  Hayman 

If  they  had  found  a  lodging  in  the  Inn 

instead  of  stable  rude  and  oxen  stall, 

If  there  had  been  a  room,  a  bed  and  all 

the  sweeter  comforts  of  confinement— then 

Would  angel  songs  have  echoed  through  the  night 

to  lonely  shepherds... who  made  haste  to  find 

The  Child. ..surrounded  by  a  heavenly  light? 

And  Wise  Men,  would  they  travel  from  afar 

If  not  led  to  a  manger  by  a  star? 

We  each  would  find  a  far,  far  fairer  place 

for  Jesus'  birth  than  in  a  stable's  gloom, 

But  God's  plan  lives;  and  my  heart  asks  again: 

Would  Christmas  have  been  Christmas  in  a  room? 


Birth  of  Christ 

by  Doug  Pruden 


If  Christ  Should  Come 
On  Christmas  Eve 

by  H.  Glen  Lanier 

If  Christ  should  come  to  your  house 

One  Christmas  Eve  or  Morn, 

Would  there  be  room  within  your  heart 

For  Him  to  be  re-born? 

Or  would  He  find  your  home  so  filled 

With  gifts  and  tinseled  tree, 

That  there  would  be  no  room  for  Him, 

And  eyes  too  blind  to  see? 

Let  not  our  homes  be  over-filled 

With  foolish  gifts  and  toys, 

That  we  should  crowd  the  Lord  Christ  out. 

And  miss  the  greatest  joys,— 

The  joy  of  sharing  what  we  have 

With  those  who  suffer  need; 

The  joy  of  giving  of  ourselves, 

Released  from  selfish  greed. 

We  open  now  our  doors,  O  Christ, 

The  door  of  house  and  heart; 

Come  in,  and  be  our  Christmas  Guest, 

And  nevermore  depart. 


Far  away,  the  place  and  time, 

Long  planned  birth  of  Christ. 
Awesome  event,  oh  so  sublime, 

Long  planned  birth  of  Christ 
Changed  the  world,  and  all  therein. 

Long  planned  birth  of  Christ. 
Ere  at  last,  death  to  sin, 

Long  planned  birth  of  Christ. 
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Camp  Meeting  Entered 
On  National  Register 


DENVER  The  Rock  Springs  Camp 
Meeting  Ground  here  in  Lincoln  County, 
N.C.,  has  been  entered  on  the  National 
Register  of  Historic  Places  by  the  U.  S. 
Dept.  of  the  Interior,  and  a  Certificate  of 
Registration  has  been  presented  to  Bishop 
Earl  G.  Hunt,  Jr.,  by  H.  G.  Jones,  director 
of  the  State  of  N.  C.  Dept.  of  Archives  and 
History. 

The  National  Register,  authorized  by 
the  U.  S.  Congress  in  the  Historic  Preser- 
vation Act  of  1966,  is  a  list  of  properties 
"significant  in  American  history,  archi- 
tecture, archeology  and  culture''  most  of 
which  remain  in  private  ownership,  but 
deserve  to  be  preserved  by  their  owners  as 
a  part  of  the  cultural  heritage  of  the  na- 
tion. 

The  Rev.  Joseph  W.  Lasley  of  Canton, 
chairman  of  the  Historical  Society  for  the 
Western  North  Carolina  United  Methodist 
Conference,  said,  "For  religious  properties 
to  be  entered  on  the  National  Register  is 
rare.  Only  when  such  properties  are  of 
primary  historical  importance  are  they 
included  in  the  National  Register  of  His- 
toric Places." 

The  Rev.  G.  W.  Bumgarner  of  Winston- 
Salem,  historian  for  the  United  Methodist 
Conference,  pointed  out  that  "The  Rock 
Springs  Camp  Meeting  Ground  dates  back 
to  the  beginning  of  the  Camp  Meeting  era 
in  the  latter  part  of  the  18th  Century, 
when,  in  1794,  the  Rev.  Daniel  Asbury 
held  the  first  Camp  Meeting  under  Meth- 
odist auspices  in  North  Carolina." 

"The  orginal  camp  ground  was  located 
near  the  Lincoln-Catawba  County  line,"  he 
said,  "and  was  known  as  Rehobeth,  but 
was  later  renamed  Rock  Springs.  Annual 
gatherings  have  been  held  at  Rock  Springs 
each  year  since  it  was  founded,  with  the 
exception  of  one  year  when  an  epidemic 
prevented  public  gatherings." 

The  Rev.  Louis  H.  Murray  is  the  pastor 
in   charge   of  the   Rock   Springs  Camp 


Meeting  and  also  is  pastor  for  the  United 
Methodist  congregation  which  worships  at 
the  church  in  Denver. 

The  Rock  Springs  Camp  Meeting 
Grounds  has  about  five  acres  of  land,  over 
300  tents  (cabins),  and  an  open  taber- 
nacle—called an  arbor— seating  about  400 
persons.  On  the  last  Sunday  of  the  annual 
Camp  Meeting,  known  as  "Big  Sunday,"  as 
many  as  10,000  persons  are  usually  id 
attendance. 

The  Camp  Meeting  began  as  a  new 
American  form  of  revival  evangelism  and 
spread  from  its  origin  in  North  Carolina  at 
Rock  Springs  into  Kentucky,  Tennessee 
and  other  areas  of  the  South  and  Midwest. 
Great  gatherings  of  thousands  of  persons, 
remaining  for  weeks  to  hear  several  evange- 
lists was  common  in  the  19th  Century.  The 
Camp  Meetings  often  served  as  periods  of 
reunions  for  relatives  and  friends. 

The  three  largest  remaining  Camp 
Meetings  in  North  Carolina  are  at  Denver, 
near  Catawba  (Balls  Creek)  and  Mineral 
Springs  (Pleasant  Grove). 

Mr.  Jones,  in  a  letter  accompanying  the 
Certificate  of  Registration  for  Rock 
Springs,  said,  "The  National  Register  has 
been  called  ka  roll  call  of  the  tangible 
reminders  of  the  history  of  the  United 
States.'  It  is,  therefore,  a  pleasure  for  the 
Dept.  of  Archives  and  History  to  partici- 
pate in  this  program  and  thereby  make  oun 
nation  aware  of  North  Carolina's  rich 
cultural  heritage.  We  appreciate  your 
efforts  and  your  cooperation  in  preserving 
the  best  of  our  past  for  posterity." 


Dasifloor*  —  M*ra4»cfur*rs 
Traditk*v»J  -  -  Modem 
Qli.it  &  Sf»«!  Fram«f  Cotnpfot* 

LAWS  STAINED  CLASS  STUDfOS 
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Missionary  To 
Chili  To  Visit 
WNC  Conference 


education  at  El  Vergel.  He  has  also  worked 
for  Church  World  Service,  an  interdenomi- 
national Protestant  relief  agency,  in  the 
Angol  area. 

The  HI  Vergel  School  is  one  of  the  WNC 
Conference's  mission  projects. 

Trinity  Dedicates 
Building 


A  United  Methodist  layman,  who  has 
spent  eleven  years  as  an  agricultural 
missionary  in  Chile,  will  be  available  to  fill 
speaking  engagements  in  the  Western  North 
Carolina  Conference  January  1  1  through 
January  26.  He  is  Stanley  E.  Moore  of 
Upland,  Calif.,  who  has  returned  to  the 
United  States  to  pursue  studies  towards  a 
master's  degree  in  agriculture  at  Texas 
A&M  University. 

Pastors  who  wish  to  have  Mr.  Moore 
visit  their  church  should  contact  Rev. 
Lawrence  E.  Barden,  Jackson  Park  UM 
Church,  715  Mable  Ave.,  Kannapolis.  He  is 
arranging  Mr.  Moore's  schedule  during  his 
stay  in  North  Carolina. 

Mr.  Moore  is  director  of  the  noted  El 
Vergel  Agricultural  School  at  Angol,  the 
oldest  agricultural  school  in  Chile.  Related 
to  the  autonomous  Methodist  Church  of 
Chile,  the  school  has  an  enrollment  of 
almost  a  hundred  students.  Before  assum- 
ing his  present  duties,  Mr.  Moore  was  a 
special   term  missionary   in  agricultural 


Connie  Peninger  and  Lee  Athay,  youth 
members  of  Trinity  United  Methodist 
Church  in  Lexington,  prepare  to  burn  the 
$65,000  mortgage  on  their  church's  edu- 
cational building  in  a  dedication  service 
Nov.  12. 

They  both  took  part  in  the  ground- 
breaking ceremony  for  the  $90,000  build- 
ing program  in  1961  when  Connie  was 
eight  and  Lee,  three. 

Looking  on,  from  left,  are  Rev.  Roy 
Grant,  chaplain  of  High  Point  Memorial 
Hospital  and  a  former  pastor  at  Trinity, 
Rev.  R.  L.  Oakley,  present  pastor,  and  Rev. 
George  Rudisill,  Thomasville  District  super- 
intendent. Mr.  Rudisill  preached  for  the 
combined  dedication  and  homecoming  day 
service. 


_Jlrl  £r  Stain nl  (jfass  do. 

Complete  Church  Window  Service 

1000  Tryon  Ave. 
HIGH  POINT,  NORTH  CAROLINA  27260 
Phono  883-0516 
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Decision  Deferred  On  Washington 

Property 


WASHINGTON,  D.C.  (UMI)-In  a 
12-year  succession  of  "new  plans"  and  "de- 
ferred action,"  this  is  a  year  of  deferment 
for  the  idea  of  a  United  Methodist  Church 
national  center  here.  But  there  are  new 
reasons  for  the  delay  approved  here  Nov.  6: 

*Property  taxes  on  the  11.8-acre  site 
will  jump  in  1973  from  some  $21,000  to 
$56,718  per  year. 

*Restructuring  of  denominational 
agencies  has  led  to  a  study  of  the  total 
housing  needs  for  national  boards. 

In  its  first  meeting  of  the  quadrennium, 
the  Methodist  Corporation  decided  to  re- 
quest the  Council  on  Finance  and  Admini- 
stration (CFA)  and  the  Council  on  Min- 
istries (COM)  to  "raise  a  special  study  com- 
mittee to  determine  the  long-term  property 
needs  of  The  United  Methodist  Church  and 
all  of  its  general  agencies,  leading  to  recom- 
mendations to  this  corporation  for  future 
planning."  This  ties  in  with  a  study  of 
headquarters  space  needs  already  launched 
by  CFA,  in  which  it  was  felt  COM  must  be 
involved  as  the  program  coordination 
agency. 

The  corporation,  which  has  held  the 
northwest  Washington  site  since  1960  for 
possible  development,  recently  got  a  tax 
bill  from  the  District  of  Columbia  that 


Our  Sixth  Holy  Land  Tour 

HOLYLAND  HOLIDAY-NINE  DAYS 

Israel  Syria 
Jordan  Lebanon 
$686.00 

Departing  Charlotte— March  5,  1973 
Write  or  call 
Rev.  &  Mrs.  William  A.  Rock,  Jr. 
New  Hope  United  Methodist  Church 
4693  Andrews  Drive 
Winston  Salem,  N.C.  27106 
Phone  919-924-21 10 


nearly  tripled  its  taxes,  after  boosting  the 
assessed  valuation  from  $489,000  to 
$1,708,000.  The  directors  decided  to  ex- 
plore the  possibility  of  easing  the  sudden 
escalation,  but  not  to  contest  the  new 
appraisal. 

Projections  indicated  that  the  taxes  and 
other  expenses  (the  1973  budget  was  set  at 
$73,768)  would  just  about  eat  up  all  the 
corporation's  liquid  assets  over  the  next 
four  years.  The  assets  include  $165,000  in 
savings,  plus  interest,  $10,000  annually 
from  adjacent  American  University  for 
parking  privileges  on  part  of  the  land,  and 
one  year  of  rent  from  a  firm  building  apart- 
ments on  adjacent  property. 

One  expense  will  cease  after  March 
31 -the  $10,000  yearly  salary  to  Dr.  Hurst 
R.  Anderson,  since  1969  the  corporation's 
executive  director.  He  took  the  post  after 
retiring  as  president  of  American  Univer- 
sity, and  asked  to  be  released.  He  will  be 
on  call  as  a  consultant. 

The  Washington  property  was  pur- 
chased in  1957  by  the  former  Board  of 
Temperance  and  transferred  in  1 960  to  the 
corporation,  as  trustees  for  the  denomina- 
tion. Sales  to  other  church  agencies  have 
reduced  the  original  19  acres  to  11.8,  al- 
though five  acres  are  owned  by  the  General 
Board  of  Church  and  Society  to  be  de- 
veloped as  part  of  the  total. 

The  annual  conferences  contributed 
$705,156,  and  the  general  church  through 
World  Service  funds  has  provided  more 
than  $  1 ,100,000  for  land  purchase,  interest 
and  taxes.  The  land  became  debt  free  in 
1967. 

Bishop  James  K.  Mathews  of  Wash- 
ington presided  over  the  Corporation  meet- 
ing. 

No  date  was  set  for  the  corporation's 
next  session,  on  the  bases  that  no  action  is 
possible  until  the  requested  study  is  com- 
pleted and  that  the  $3,500  cost  of  an 
annual  meeting  can  be  saved. 
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Emory  Ministers'  Week 
To  Focus  On  Evangelism 


The  Rev.  Leighton  Ford,  associate  evan- 
gelist with  the  Billy  Graham  Crusade,  and 
the  Rev.  William  Sloane  Coffin,  chaplain  at 
Yale  University,  will  be  featured  speakers 
at  Emory  University's  38th  annual  Minis- 
ters Week  Jan.  15-17. 

Designed  to  coincide  with  the  nation- 
wide Key  473  emphasis,  the  1973  Ministers 
Week  will  focus  on  "Evangelism  in  the  Life 
of  the  Church." 

In  announcing  the  theme  Dean  James  T. 
Laney  of  Emory's  Candler  School  of  Theo- 
logy said,  "This  year's  Ministers  Week  will 
be  one  of  the  most  important  and  tho- 
rough-going discussions  of  the  subject  of 
evangelism  in  recent  years." 

The  Rev.  Mr.  Ford  will  speak  on  "An 
Evangelism  Adequate  for  Today,"  and  the 
Rev.  Mr.  Coffin  will  discuss  "Evangelism  as 
Social  Prophecy." 

Other  principal  participants  and  their 
topics  will  be  Dr.  Leander  E.  Keck,  pro- 
fessor of  New  Testament  at  Candler, 
"Evangelism  in  Theological  Perspective;" 
the  Rev.  James  B.  Buskirk,  assistant  pro- 
fessor of  evangelism  at  Candler,  "Evan- 
gelism and  the  Whole  Person." 

Also,  Dr.  James  W.  May,  professor  of 
liturgies  and  American  church  history  at 
Candler,  "The  New  Evangelism:  What  It 
Might  Learn  from  the  Old"  and  the  Rev. 
Tom  Skinner,  noted  black  evangelist, 
"Evangelism  and  the  City." 

Ministers  Week  attracts  some  thousand 
ministers  from  the  South  each  January  to 
the  Emory  campus.  Many  are  Candler 
alumni  who  also  attend  class  reunions. 
Interested  laymen  are  also  particularly 


THE  VERNON  EQUIPMENT 
CO.,  INC. 

PEWS-CARPETS 
OFFICE  &  CLASSROOM  FURNITURE 
P.  O.  Box  5484  High  Point,  N.  C.  27262 

Phone  (919)  885-4615 


invited  to  attend  this  year's  sessions. 

All  sessions  will  be  open  to  the  public. 
For  further  information  contact  the  Can- 
dler School  of  Theology,  Emory  Univer- 
sity, Atlanta,  Ga.  30322. 


A.  B.  Dick  320  Tabletop 
Offset  Duplicator 


E  VERY  OFFICE 
CAN  HAVE  QUALITY 
OFFSET  COPIES 
AT  LOW  COST! 

Produce  stationery,  forms, 
bulletins,*  colors  on  this  com- 
pact offset  machine  (21'  x 
24'  x  35').  Photographs  repro- 
duce sharp  and  clear.  Easy  to 
use.  Fast,  too!  Up  to  7500 
copies  per  hour.  Call  us  for  a 
free  demonstration  today. 


Gray  &  Creech,  Inc. 
RALEIGH 
Asheville,  Charlotte, 
Winston-Salem 
Greensboro 
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Balfour  Church 
Dedicated 


From  left,  J.  Dennis  Taylor,  Bishop  Earl  G.  Hunt, 
Jr.,  and  Dr.  J.  Clay  Madison. 


BALFOUR-Balfour  UM  Church  in  the 
Asheville  District  was  dedicated  in  services 
here  at  3  p.m.  Sunday,  Nov.  19. 

Bishop  Earl  G.  Hunt,  Jr.  preached  and 
conducted  the  dedication  ceremony.  Trus- 
tees J.  Dennis  Taylor,  Blaine  Taylor  and 
Ralph  M.  Gaillard  presented  the  building 
for  dedication.  Dr.  J.  Clay  Madison,  Ashe- 
ville district  superintendent,  introduced 
Bishop  Hunt. 

Balfour  Church  completed  payment  of 
its  $35,000  indebtedness  well  ahead  of 
schedule,  following  a  four-month  campaign 
early  this  year. 

The  church  history  dates  back  to  1924, 
with  the  present  church  building  being 
constructed  in  1964.  Building  programs  of 


Balfour  UM  Church. 


the  future  include  construction  of  a  sanc- 
tuary, additional  classrooms  and  a  pastor's 
study.  The  present  sanctuary  then  will 
become  a  fellowship  hall. 

Pastor  of  Balfour  and  Moore's  Grove 
churches  is  the  Rev.  John  Emory  Jones. 


WALKERS  FOR  CHARITY 


Several  weeks  ago  three  youth  members  of  the 
Stony  Hill  UM  Church,  Albemarle,  walked  several 
miles  along  the  roads  of  Stanly  County  to  collect 
funds  for  flood  victims.  In  the  course  of  their 
long  walk  they  collected  $95  for  this  cause.  From 
left,  front  row,  are  Tammy  Pickler,  Marcia  John- 
son, back  row,  Kathy  Stoker,  and  Mrs.  Ralph 
Myers,  their  church  school  teacher. 
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Twenty-Five  Pastors 

Complete  Preaching  Clinic 


ASHEVILLE,  N.C.-A  six  week  course 
in  sermon  techniques  and  preparation,  and 
pulpit  manner  has  been  completed  by  25 
United  Methodist  pastors  here,  including 
one  woman. 

The  annual  course,  Clinic  in  Preaching, 

sponsored  by  the  Institute  on  Homile- 
tical  Studies  for  the  Western  North  Caro- 
lina Conference,  was  held  at  Abernethy 
United  Methodist  Church  where  the  Rev. 
Phil  Gibbs  is  minister  in  charge. 

The  Rev.  A.  Glenn  Lackey  of  Lake 
Junaluska  and  the  Rev.  Garland  Young  of 
Belmont  were  co-chairpersons  of  the  train- 
ing which  was  for  clergymen  of  the  Ashe- 
ville,  Marion  and  Waynesville  Districts. 

Those  completing  the  course,  held 
Mondays  at  the  Asheville  church,  were  the 
following  ministers:  W.C.  (Bill)  Clark, 
Candler;  George  Slade,  Summie  White  and 
Charles  G.  Sherrill  of  Marion;  Jim 
McNeely,  James  Priehard,  G.  A.  Upton, 
Collins  Benfield,  and  Floyd  Wood,  Morgan- 
ton. 

Also  Floyd  Bottoms,  Caroleen;  Ben 
Gantt,  Hildebran;  Pleas  Elders,  Etowah; 
Bennie  Walters,  Leicester;  Joseph  Phillips, 
Forest  City;  Dewey  A.  Bailey,  Newland; 
Wayne  Hoyle,  Bostic;  and  Henry  M.  King, 
Rosman. 


Still  others  completing  the  course  were 
Enoch  G.  Ball,  Jr.  and  Lucy  S.  Norton, 
Asheville;  Zeno  C.  Wright,  Connelly 
Springs;  John  E.  Jones,  Balfour;  John  H. 
Deyton,  Icard;  John  A.Petty,  Gilkey;  Leslie 
F.  Ditchfield,  Weaverville;  and  Donald 
Freshour,  Spruce  Pine. 

Group  leaders  during  the  course  were 
the  Rev.  Tom  Howard,  Asheville;  the  Rev. 
Loy  Kennedy,  of  near  Waynesville;  the 
Rev.  Clay  Morgan,  Marion;  the  Rev.  Aaron 
Moss,  Drexel;  the  Rev.  Ned  Owens,  Can- 
ton; and  Dr.  Boyd  Stokes,  Asheboro. 

District  Superintendents  working  with 
this  year's  program,  the  seventh  year  of  the 
event,  were  Dr.  J.  Clay  Madison,  Asheville 
District;  the  Rev.  Douglas  Corriher,  Marion 
District;  and  the  Rev.  John  McWhorter, 
Waynesville  District. 

The  Clinic  in  Preaching  represents  a  part 
of  the  year-around  program  of  the  Institute 
on  Homiletical  Studies,  founded  by  Bishop 
Earl  G.  Hunt,  Jr.,  of  Charlotte,  who  pre- 
sides over  Western  North  Carolina  United 
Methodists.  Bishop  Hunt  is  chairman  for 
the  Institute  and  Dr.  Cecil  L.  Heckard, 
superintendent  of  the  Charlotte  District,  is 
executive  vice  president. 

The  Clinic  in  Preaching  began  in  late 
September  and  was  concluded  prior  to 
Thanksgiving. 
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Bishop  Herrick  Succumbs 


DAYTON,  Ohio  (UM I)- Funeral  ser- 
vices for  retired  United  Methodist  Bishop 
Paul  M.  Herrick  were  held  here  Nov.  27  in 
First  Church,  which  he  had  served  as  pastor 
for  17  years  prior  to  his  election  in  1958  as 
a  bishop  of  the  former  Evangelical  United 
Brethren  Church.  He  was  74. 

Bishop  Herrick  died  in  his  sleep  Thanks- 
giving day  at  his  home.  Although  officially 
retired  since  1970,  he  frequently  occupied 
pulpits  of  Ohio  churches  and  continued  his 
pastoral  interest  in  his  many  friends.  On 
the  day  before  his  unexpected  death  he 
had  shared  in  a  chapel  service  at  the  United 
Methodist  building,  had  played  a  round  of 
golf  with  a  pastor-friend,  and  had  wor- 
shipped at  a  Thanksgiving  eve  service  in  his 
old  church. 

Because  of  ill  health  of  himself  and  his 
wife,  he  retired  in  1970  as  head  of  the 
church's  Virginia  Area,  which  he  had 
administered  since  EUB-Methodist  union  in 
1968.  For  10  years  prior  to  that,  he  served 
the  EUB  Church's  Central  Area,  with 
offices  in  Dayton,  administering  the  work 
of  that  church  in  Ohio,  Kentucky  and 
Tennessee. 

A  native  of  Kansas  and  the  son  of  a 
minister,  Bishop  Herrick  was  ordained  in 
1927  and  served  appointments  in  Missouri 
and  Oklahoma  for  eight  years.  From  1936 
to  1941  he  was  pastor  of  the  Otterbein 
Church  in  Topeka,  Kansas.  He  came  from 
that  pulpit  to  serve  for  1 7  years  as  minister 
of  the  prestigious  First  Church  in  Dayton 
before  his  elevation  to  the  episcopacy. 

Bishop  J.  Gordon  Howard  of  Win- 
chester, Va.,  a  retired  episcopal  colleague 
and  long-time  friend,  officiated  at  the 
funeral  service  and  delivered  the  memorial 
message. 

Representing  the  Southeastern  Juris- 
dictional College  of  Bishops,  with  which 
Bishop  Herrick  was  affiliated,  was  Bishop 
Roy  H.  Short  of  Nashville,  Tenn.,  former 
secretary  of  the  church's  Council  of 
Bishops.  Bishop  F.  Gerald  Ensley  of  the 
Ohio  West  Area  gave  the  benediction. 

Also  sharing  in  the  service  were  the  Rev. 
C.  Willard  Fetter,  pastor  of  First  Church, 
and  the  Rev.  Kenneth  W.  Krueger,  pastor 
of  Fairview  Church,  Dayton. 
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He  is  survived  by  his  wife,  Ruth,  of  the 
home  in  Dayton,  two  sons-Dr.  Bruce,  a 
teacher  in  Wheelock  College,  Boston, 
Mass.,  and  Dr.  Philip,  a  physician  in  Bev- 
erly, Mass.,  and  a  daughter,  Miss  Laura,  a 
social  worker  in  Dayton. 


NCC  Designated 
As 

Mission  Special 


The  Western  North  Carolina  Confer- 
ence, in  recognition  of  the  desirable  and  far 
reaching  influence  of  ministry  through  the 
North  Carolina  Council  of  Churches,  has 
designated  the  Council  as  an  agency  to 
which  giving  may  be  made  as  a  Mission 
Special.  This  is  an  important  avenue 
through  which  local  churches  may  do  then- 
giving  with  an  assurance  that  it  is  consi- 
dered for  top  level  use. 

The  North  Carolina  Council  of 
Churches  is  one  of  the  agencies  in  North 
Carolina  that  attempts  to  promote  under- 
standing and  cooperation  between  various 
denominations  of  the  State.  At  the  present 
time  it  is  one  of  the  chief  sponsors  of  the 
"Key  73"  Program.  Numerous  types  of 
ministry  in  the  area  of  social  action  are 
instituted  and  facilitated  by  the  Council. 

As  the  congregations  in  the  Conference 
give  thought  to  the  completion  of  giving 
during  1972,  or  are  setting  giving  goals  for 
1973,  it  is  hoped  that  consideration  will  be 
given  to  including  the  North  Carolina 
Council  of  Churches. 

Gifts  or  intention  to  give  may  be  sent  to 
Dr.  Samuel  Wiley,  North  Carolina  Council 
of  Churches,  East  Duke  Building,  Duke 
University,  Durham,  North  Carolina 
27706. 

Future  issues  of  the  NORTH  CARO- 
LINA CHRISTIAN  AD  VOCA  TE  will  carry 
articles  about  the  variety  of  work  per- 
formed for  many  denominations  through 
the  North  Carolina  Council  of  Churches 


Deck  the  hall 

For  all  to  see, 
Whoever  heard  of 

A  partridge  in  a  pear  tree? 


CHRISTMAS 


Christmas  time  again  is  near! 

A  time  of  blessing  and  good  cheer! 
Presents  to  buy,  goodies  to  bake, 

What  to  give,  for  goodness  sak 


GIVE  THE 


A  little  boy, 

A  manger  scene, 
A  blessed  joy, 
A  night  serene. 


Something  use 

Something  ni 
Something  needful! 

Here's  our  advice.  .  . 


NORTH  CAROLINA 

CHRISTIAN  ADVOCATE 

Special  Christmas  Offer  Effective  through  December  24. 

1  Gift  Subscription  .  .  .    -jg--  ■   $3.99  per  year 

2  to  4  Gift  Subscriptioi^Qj^  jv^T  <?J^$3.75  each  per  year 
5  or  more  Gift  Subscription^.  .  .  ^•.n^ipSri  .  .  .  .  jgj^£*>  $3.50  each  per  year 

The  blank  below  will  help  you  order  accurately.  Please  fill  it  out  and  mail 
with  check  to  North  Carolina  Christian  Advocate,  P.  O.  Box  508,  Greens- 
boro, North  Carolina  27402. 

SEND  ONE  YEAR  GIFT  SUBSCRIPTIONS  TO  NAMES  BELOW: 

1.  Name   

Address   

City   

State    Zip.  .  .  . 

Church   


Zip 


(List  additional  Names  on  Separate  Sheet) 


fO  wish  Gift  Card  sent. 

Zip 


Sasser  Memorial  Fund 
Started  At  Pfeiffer  College 


MISENHEIMER-Pfeiffer  College  offi- 
cials report  receiving  numerous  checks  for 
the  Trelle  Joyner  Sasser  Memorial  Fund. 

The  fund  was  established  by  friends 
following  the  death  of  Mrs.  Sasser  in  an 
automobile  accident  on  November  27. 

The  fund  will  be  used  for  a  purpose  to 
be  designated  by  her  husband,  Dr.  Douglas 
Reid  Sasser,  President  of  Pfeiffer  College. 

Individuals  interested  in  making  a 
memorial  gift  should  make  checks  payable 
to  the  Trelle  Sasser  Memorial  Fund,  Pfeif- 
fer College,  and  address  the  envelope  to 
The  Sasser  Memorial  Fund,  Pfeiffer  Col- 
lege, Misenheimer,  N.C.  28109. 

College  officials  note  that  each  gift  will 
be  individually  acknowledged  with  a  suit- 
able notification  sent  to  Mrs.  Sasser's  fam- 
ily- 
Mrs.  Sasser  died  at  Cabarrus  Memorial 
Hospital  in  Concord,  three  hours  after  a 
two-car  crash  on  Highway  49,  just  south  of 
Harrisburg.  She  was  enroute  to  a  class  at 
the  University  of  North  Carolina  at  Char- 
lotte at  the  time  of  the  fatal  accident. 

Bishop  Earl  G.  Hunt,  Jr.,  conducted  a 
memorial  service  for  Mrs.  Sasser  Nov.  29  in 
the  Henry  Pfeiffer  Chapel.  Also  partici- 
pating in  the  service  were  Pfeiffer  Chaplain 
James  Pierce;  Rev.  Bill  Gerhardt,  pastor  of 
Wesley  Chapel  UM  Church;  Rev.  John 
Wesley  Kay,  chaplain  of  Young-Harris 
College,  and  Rev.  Ralph  0.  Marsh,  chaplain 
of  the  University  of  Georgia.  The  funeral 
service  was  held  in  Millen,  Georgia,  on 
Thursday,  Nov.  30. 

Mrs.  Sasser  was  a  native  of  Millen,  Ga., 
the  daughter  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Leo  Joyner. 
A  graduate  of  Kentucky  Wesleyan  College, 
she  also  held  a  graduate  degree  in  nursing 
from  the  Crawford  W.  Long  School  of 
Nursing  of  Emory  University,  Atlanta.  She 
taught  pediatric  nursing  for  eight  years  at 
the  Daviess  County  School  of  Nursing  in 
Owensburg,  Ky. 
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In  addition  to  her  husband,  Mrs.  Sasser 
is  survived  by  two  daughters,  Julie  and 
Jennifer,  and  one  son,  Douglas,  Jr. 

Rev.  Dwight  Mullis 
Taken  By  Death 


After  an  extended  illness  over  several 
months,  the  Rev.  Dwight  B.  Mullis,  pastor 
of  First  Church,  Asheboro  died  on  Monday 
morning,  Nov.  27.  Funeral  services  were 
conducted  from  the  church  on  Wednesday 
morning  with  Dr.  C.  Excelle  Rozzelle,  Dr. 
H.  Eugene  Peacock  and  the  Rev.  Vance 
Davis  officiating.  His  remains  were  laid  to 
rest  at  Lakeland  Memorial  Park  in  Monroe. 

Born  in  1912,  Rev.  Mr.  Mullis  was  a 
native  of  Charlotte.  After  graduating  from 
Wake  Forest,  he  took  his  divinity  degree  at 
Duke  University.  He  was  admitted  into  the 
Western  N.C.  Conference  on  trial  in  1937 
and  was  ordained  deacon  in  1939  and  elder 
in  1941 .  His  years  of  service  extended  over 
thirty-five  years,  during  which  time  he  was 


pastor  of  the  following  charges:  Monroe 
Circuit;  Jonesville;  Morris  Chapel,  Walker- 
town;  Central  Ten  ace.  Winston-Salem; 
First,  Wadesboro;  College  Place,  Greens- 
boro; Providence,  Charlotte;  Central, 
Shelby;  and  First,  Asheboro. 

Among  surviving  relatives  are  his 
widow,  Mrs.  Macie  Lee  Price  Mullis;  two 
daughters,  Mrs.  Sylvia  Smith  of  Temple 
Terrace,  Fla.,  and  Mrs.  June  Greene  of 
Charlotte;  sisters,  Mrs.  Lamar  A.  Bell  and 
Mrs.  Henry  Ferree,  both  of  Charlotte. 

Bishop's  Page 
(Continued  from  page  3) 

hath  begun  a  good  work  in  you  will  per- 
form it  until  the  day  of  Jesus  Christ" 
(Philippians  1:6).  We  can  have  confidence 
that  dreams  do  not  perish,  that  suffering 
has  its  sequel  of  joy,  and  that  -  because  of 
the  mercy  of  God  -  blasted  hopes  grow 
dim  before  the  advancing  light  of  some 
brighter  blessing.  Even  death's  sting  dis- 
appears before  the  cheery  lights  of  the 
Father's  House.  Such  belief  is  not  easy  in 
the  wake  of  life's  tragedies  and  terror,  but 
Christmas  makes  it  easier      and  possible. 

But  most  of  all  it  is  Love.  "God  so 
loved  the  world  that  He  gave  His  only  be- 
gotten Son  .  .  ."  (John  3: 16). This  the 
miracle  of  miracles,  the  supernatural  event 
which  draws  life  together  in  a  pattern  that 
makes  sense.  Without  it  we  would  be  in 
danger  of  madness.  But  because  "Love 
came  down  at  Christmas",  we  are  able  to 
see  another  way  of  living,  enduring,  re- 
lating, hoping.  God  cares,  God  is  with  us  - 
Immanuel!!  There  is  no  fear  in  the 
Christian  Faith,  only  the  quality  of  trust 
which  emanates  from  Love  realized  and 
appropriated,  Love  sufficient  for  all  our 
needs.  This  is  the  glory  and  the  wonder  of 
Christmas. 

And  so  I  wish  for  you  the  full  spiritual 
joy  of  an  old-fashioned  Christmas,  filled  to 
overflowing  with  Peace,  Faith  and  Love.  I 
pray  that  the  carols,  the  yule  tree,  the  gaily 
wrapped  packages,  the  holly  and  the 
mistletoe  will  all  speak  to  you  of  '  ose 
deeper  values  for  which  Christmas  forever 


stands.  Let  us  lay  fresh  hold  upon  the  great 
truths  of  the  Incarnation  during  this  Holy 
Season. 


A  T  CANDLELIGHT  SLR  VICE 


Greensboro  College  celebrated  its  seventh  annual 
Christmas  Candlelight  service  Dec.  5  in  Hannah 
Brown  Finch  Chapel,  a  building  donated  to  the 
college  by  Mr.  and  Mrs.  George  D.  Finch  of 
Thomasville  in  memory  of  Mr.  Finch's  mother. 
The  Finches  were  present  for  the  service  and 
were  also  feted  at  a  dinner  in  the  president's 
home,  along  with  representatives  of  the  faculty 
and  trustees.  The  Candlelight  service  was  adapted 
by  Dr.  James  E.  Hull  from  a  traditional  service 
used  for  centuries  at  King's  College  Chapel, 
Cambridge,  England.  Shown  at  the  service  are, 
from  left.  GC  President  Howard  C.  Wilkinson, 
Mrs.  Finch,  Mr.  Finch,  and  Dr.  Hull,  College 
Chaplain. 
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HERE  COMES  THE  BRIDE 

H.  Myron  Braun 
editor,  MUSIC  MINIS  TR  Y 


The  conscientious  church  musician 
probably  suffers  no  more  painful  and 
ulcer-producing  experience  than  planning 
for  wedding  music  with  sentimentally- 
minded  brides-to-be  and  their  tradition- 
conscious  mothers. 

In  our  own  experience  we  have  noted 
that  you  draw  the  quickest  and  most  vio- 
lent reactions  when  you  try  to  tamper  with 
wedding  music,  funeral  music,  and  Christ- 
mas customs.  Here  you  really  see  how  the 
church  has  become  captive  to  its  social  and 
cultural  environment.  Sermons  may  go  in 
devious  theological  ways  or  even  support 
unpopular  areas  of  social  concerns,  or  the 
hymns  in  the  worship  service  may  be  un- 
familiar, and  you  get  only  a  certain  amount 
of  grumbling.  But  touch  Christmas  customs 
or  wedding  customs  and  the  lid  blows  off. 

The  lay  observer  may  wonder  what  the 
problem  is.  Aren't  musicians  paid  to  play 
what  people  want?  Yet  the  church  musician 
has  a  special  ministry,  and  for  that  reason 
sensitive  church  musicians  as  well  as  wor- 
ship-minded ministers  have  difficulties 
here.  For  the  church  musician  (and  the 
preaching  minister,  too)  has  to  be  more 
teacher  than  tool. 

Again  we  see  that  we  are  reaping  the 
harvest  of  many  years  of  ineffective  or 
non-existent  education  in  the  meaning  of 
worship  and  music  in  church.  We  have 
emphasized  Bible  study,  we  have  taught 
morals,  we  have  exhorted  brotherhood, 
peace,  and  justice,  but  we  have  done  little 
to  encourage  an  understanding  of  why  and 
how  the  church  worships  to  best  effect  and 
advantage.  We  face  all  kinds  of  confusion 
between  observances  that  affirm  the 
church's  tradition  and  customs  that  derive 
from  a  social  and  cultural  tradition. 

The  question  of  appropriateness  arises 
here.  What  fits  in  this  situation?  What  says 
(musically  or  otherwise)  what  we  ought  to 
say  as  a  group  of  Christians  trying  to  live 
under  the  gospel  in  this  situation?  Here  is 
where  we  run  into  difficulties-who's  to 
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decide,  especially  when  we  restrict  the 
options  and  declare  some  music  or  words 
to  be  inappropriate? 

We  are  not  nearly  as  sure  as  we  were  ten 
years  ago  that  rigid  boundaries  can  be  set 
around  wedding  music  in  church.  In  those 
days  we  looked  with  envy  on  denomina- 
tions where  the  bishop  or  the  rector  could 
decree  "Thou  shalt  not  use  Lohengrin  or 
'Because'!"  That  kind  of  law  could  save  us 
a  lot  of  thorny  arguments.  It  can  also  make 
a  lot  of  people  unhappy  without  any  real 
growth  in  understanding. 

In  earlier  days  we  tried  to  raise  certain 
criteria  for  the  "sacredness"  of  music, 
mostly  negative,  like  avoiding  6/8  time  and 
chromatic  (mushy)  harmonies.  We  dwelt 
on  the  operatic  (and  thereby  unchurchly) 
origins  of  the  "here  comes  the  bride" 
snatch  from  Lohengrim  (using  the  famous 
quote  from  Wagner's  granddaughter  to  the 
effect  that  she  wouldn't  be  caught  dead 
using  that  piece  in  a  church  wedding)  and 
the  Mendelssohn  "Wedding  March" 
(accompanying  the  wedding  of  a  jackass), 
and  we  still  believe  there  is  some  validity  in 
this  argument.  However,  the  basic  problem 
with  using  the  Lohengrin  "Here  comes  the 
bride"  may  not  be  as  much  its  operatic 
association  as  that  it  has  simply  become 
hackneyed  and  threadbare.  Then  we  bring 
in  the  Jeremiah  Clarke  (yes,  Purcell!) 
"Trumpet  Voluntary"  and  may  soon  wear 
it  equally  threadbare  by  overuse,  though  it 
is  of  sturdier  cloth  to  begin  with. 

We  talk  a  lot  about  the  need  for  wor- 
ship resources  and  styles  in  the  vocabulary 
of  our  own  time.  If  words  and  music  in 
popular  idioms  now  can  speak  acceptably 
in  worship,  why  not  then  "popular"  songs 
at  weddings— from  West  Side  Story  or  Zorba 
the  Greek?  This  rationale  may  carry  some 
weight,  yet  it  could  also  lead  us  back  to  the 
banalities  of  "Because,"  which  is  presumed 
to  be  "meaningful"  to  many  persons.  The 
problem  is  compounded  by  our  usual  lack 
of  attention  to  what  the  words  really  say. 
More  actual  religious  experience  may  be  in- 
herent in  a  text  from  West  Side  Story  than 
some  syrupy  "wedding  prayer."  No,we  are 
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not  nearly  as  sure  as  we  once  were  about 
the  boundaries  for  wedding  music,  but  can 
we  yet  define  appropriateness? 

In  these  pluralistic  days  we  will  have  to 
admit  more  leeway,  especially  in  the  direc- 
tion of  contemporary  and  folk-style  music, 
and  especially  if  the  spoken  words  are  in  a 
new  idiom  or  the  setting  is  other  than  the 
sanctuary.  On  the  other  hand,  no  one  of  us 
would  want  to  say  that  "anything  goes"  at 
a  Christian  celebration  of  such  momentous 
import  in  human  life.  At  this  point  human 
self-centeredness  expresses  itself  too  easily: 
It's  my  wedding  and  I  want  what  /  want. 
Here  is  precisely  where  we  have  lost  a  sense 
of  church  as  community,  as  the  family  of 
God  celebrating  an  event  in  its  life,  celebra- 
ting according  to  its  own  customs  and  his- 
tory rather  than  its  cultural  environment. 

Despite  our  uncertainties  we  still  finally 
must  make  our  decisions  within  the  con- 
text of  the  church  and  its  worship.  There 
still  exists  a  hazy  standard  of  appropriate- 
ness-taking into  account  musical  styles, 
quality  within  those  styles,  theological 
implications  of  the  words  within  the  ex- 
perience of  the  participants,  and  so  forth. 
This  is  a  subjective  standard  to  be  sure,  but 
perhaps  it  can  be  informed  by  serious 
study  and  thoughtful  consideration  in  any 
given  situation. 

Perhaps  in  our  present  state  of  confu- 
sion the  most  important  task  is  for  the 
minister  and  the  musician  to  work  together 
in  counseling  prospective  brides  and 
grooms  in  the  meanings  of  the  church's 
celebrative  ways  (what  it  means  to  be  mar- 
ried in  the  church)  and  also  opening  this 
subject  to  younger  persons  whose  attitudes 
are  now  being  shaped  as  well  as  to  the  con- 
gregation in  general.  We  may  not  be  able  to 
set  ironclad  boundaries  as  much  as  to  open 
patiently  some  further  possiblities.  It's  one 
thing  to  say  "No,  you  can't  have  Lohen- 
grin," and  another  to  say  "You  want  your 
wedding  to  represent  quality,  dignity, 
strength,  to  be  a  Christian  celebration;  con- 
sider these  pieces  of  music  as  appropriate 
possibilities." 

After  one  or  two  couples  in  any  com- 
munity have  chosen  a  distinctive  variety  of 
music  and  have  used  some  different  wor- 
ship possibilities  (congregational  hymns 
and  other  liturgical  acts),  the  way  will  be 
much  easier  for  others  to  try.  Many  will 
begin  to  see  the  individuality  in  a  wedding 


with  music  that  has  not  been  used  at  every 
other  wedding  for  the  past  fifty  years. 

If  you  feel  these  comments  have  not 
really  reached  any  conclusion,  we  agree. 
All  that  any  of  us  can  do  in  this  time  of 
diversity  and  experimentation  is  to  try  to 
keep  the  past,  the  present,  and  the  given 
situation  in  a  workable  balance  and  per- 
spective. Perhaps  five  years  from  now  we 
will  all  see  our  direction  more  clearly. 


SOUTHEASTERN  EQUIPMENT  CO. 


Chairs  and  tables  in  com- 
plete range  of  sizes  for  every 
Church  need.  Steel  and  wood 
folding  chairs,  folding  ban- 
quet tables,  speakers'  stands. 
Also  office  desks  and 
chairs.  Write  for  infor- 


SILER  CITY,  NORTH  CAROLINA 


EDUCATIONAL  FURNITURE 

DIXIE  EQUIPMENT  COMPANY,  INC. 

418  N.  Greensboro  St. 
Liberty,  N.  C.  27298 
Phone:  919-622-2204 


ELON  COLLEGE 

A  Christian,  co-educational,  liberal  arts  col- 
lege offering  the  A.B.  degree  with  20  majors 
and  the  B.S.  degree  in  music  education  and 
radiologic  technology. 

ELON  COLLEGE,  N.  C.  27244 
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WOMEN'S  NEWS 

Western  North  Carolina  Conference 

Fran  Ruark  Lindsey 


This  revised  listing  of  the  District  Chair- 
men of  Public  Relations  is  sent  with  the 
wish  that  each  Methodist  Woman  will  be- 
come a  local  PR  person  who  shares  the 
Good  News  and  also  who  sends  the  news 
she  has  to  share  from  her  local  unit. 
Albemarle  District:  Mrs.  Ralph  Parks,  100 
Brook  Drive,  Monroe,  281 10 
Asheville  District:  Mrs.  Alvin  Byrd,  Rt.  2, 
Monte  Vista  Rd.,  Candler,  28715 
Charlotte  District:  Mrs.  J.  T.  Penman,  1913 
Kennesaw  Dr.,  Charlotte,  28216 
Gastonia  District:  Mrs.  C.  W.  Gunter,  415 
W.  5th  Ave.,  Gastonia,  28052 
Greensboro  District:  Mrs.  W.  T.  Chrismon, 
Rt.  2,  Box  212,  Greensboro,  27405  (secre- 
tary) 

High  Point  District:  Mrs.  Glenn  Lambert, 
1910  Centennial  Ave.,  High  Point,  27260 
Marion  District:  Mrs.  Nelson  Parker,  Fern 
Ave.,  Marion  28752 

No.  Wilkesboro  District:  Mrs.  W.  F.  Gaddy, 

Rt.  2,  Wilkesboro,  28697 

Salisbury  District:  Mrs.  Bill  J.  Ford,  Rt.  5, 

Box  369-C,  Concord  28025 

Statesville  District:  Mrs.  J.  Gray  Chester, 

Rt.2,Mooresville,28115 

Thomasville  District:  Mrs.  W.  L.  Pilcher, 

Rt.  1,  Advance,  27005 

Waynesville  District:  Mrs.  Philip  Haire,  Box 

248,  Sylva,  28779 

W-S/Forsyth:  Mrs.  Virgil  Penn,  2022  New 
Walkertown  Rd.,  Winston-Salem  27101 
W-S/Northeast:  Mrs.  Max  Boyles,  Rt.  2, 
King,  27021 

*  *  * 

The  4th  quarter  treasurer's  report  is 
past  due.  This  was  the  last  report  for  the 
year  and  our  total  pledges  and  obligations 
should  be  concluded  at  this  time. 

I  hope  your  District  over-paid  and  re- 
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ported  100%. 

The  Guilds  sponsor  the  Mission  Christ- 
mas Tree  freewill  love  offering  which  is  to 
go  to  missions  under  the  undesignated 
giving  and  can  be  used  where  the  most 
need  is  felt  as  decided  by  the  Board  of 
Global  Ministries.  Encourage  this  strongly. 
Also,  special  memberships  are  such  a  nice 
way  to  honor  someone  and  a  good  way  to 
use  extra  monies  at  the  close  of  the  year. 


1973-CALL  TO  PRAYER 
AND  SELF-DENIAL 

For  hundreds  of  thousands  of  women 
across  the  oceans,  the  1973  Call  to  Prayer 
and  Self-Denial  Offering  provides  a  hope 
for  fulfillment,  self-improvement  and  new 
horizons.  Leadership  training  for  women 
overseas  will  be  the  world  emphasis  of  next 
year's  special  offering  (suggested  obser- 
vance dates  are  the  first  or  second  week  in 
January). 

Throughout  the  United  Methodist 
Churches  in  Africa,  women  have  expressed 
a  desire  for  help  in  leadership  training  and 
program  resources.  They  want  to  know  the 
newer  ways  of  working  with  women  and 
are  anxious  to  have  African  materials  and 
to  develop  their  own,  or  adapt  those  of 
other  countries  to  their  particular  needs. 
The  Call  to  Prayer  and  Self-Denial  Offering 
will  help  them  fulfill  this  desire. 

Mission  renewal  and  property  improve- 
ment are  the  needs  that  the  Call  to  Prayer 
and  Self-Denial  Offering  will  sustain  in  the 
United  States. 

The  Women's  Division  now  gives  its  sup- 
port to  the  amazing  total  of  14  Children's 
Homes,  7  Hospitals  and  Clinics,  15  Resi- 


dences,  76  Community  Centers,  8  Schools, 
12  Colleges  as  well  as  to  various  related 
projects  and  programs  and  67  Church  and 
Community  Workers.  This  vital  work  goes 
forward  throughout  the  United  States;  in 
Appalachia,  in  crowded  cities  and  in  rural 
areas.  It  reaches  from  Alaska  to  Florida 
and  from  Hawaii  to  New  York  and  Puerto 
Rico. 

Call  to  Prayer  offerings  will  help  sup- 
port an  exciting  new  experimental  element- 
ary school  at  Southside  Community  Center 


in  San  Marcos,  Texas.  Cultural  identities  of 
minority  students  will  be  stressed  with  an 
ultimate  goal  of  eventual  integration  of 
successful  new  teaching  methods  into  the 
public  school  system.  Funds  are  needed  for 
more  class  and  playground  space. 

At  Boylan-Haven-Mather  High  School, 
in  Camden,  S.C.,  a  school  serving  special 
needs  of  minority  students,  a  new  sprink- 
ling system  is  required  to  meet  city  stan- 
dards and  a  new  roof  is  needed  on  a  girls* 
dormitory. 


Bishops  To  Visit  Prisoners 


CHARLOTTE -Men  and  women  in  the 
Mecklenburg  County  Jail  will  receive  a 
Christmas  Eve  visit  by  carolers,  be  given  a 
Yule  sack  of  treats,  and  told  about  God's 
love  for  them  by  several  city  clergymen. 

The  interdenominational  religious  visita- 
tion Dec.  24  will  be  led  by  Roman  Catholic 
Bishop  Michael  Joseph  Begley  and  United 
Methodist  Bishop  Earl  G.  Hunt,  Jr.,  both 
with  headquarters  offices  in  Charlotte. 

Other  clergymen  will  include  the  Rev., 
Ezra  J.  Moore,  pastor  of  First  United  Pres- 
byterian Church  and  chairman  of  the 
Prison  Task  Force  for  the  Charlotte  Area 
Clergy  Association;  the  Rev.  Coleman  W. 
Kerry,  pastor  of  Friendship  Baptist 
Church. 

Also,  the  Rev.  Harold  Austin,  pastor  for 
St.  Luke's  United  Methodist  Church  and 
Charlotte  United  Methodist  District 
chaplain  to  prisons;  and  the  Rev.  Thomas 
R.  Sigmon,  pastor  for  Duncan  Memorial 
United  Methodist  Church. 

The  Rev.  Mr.  Austin,  coordinator  for 
the  Christmas  Eve  visitation,  said  an  in- 
terracial group  of  college  students  will  pre- 
cede the  clergymen  in  the  corridors  and 
cells,  singing  songs  of  Christmas.  Sacks  con- 
taining candy  and  fruit,  prepared  by  the 
membership  of  the  St.  Luke's  Church,  will 
be  given  out  as  the  clergymen  visit  with  the 
prisoners. 

The  Rev.  Mr.  Austin  said  that  also  this 
year  the  prisoners  will  be  given  "Key  73" 


editions  of  'Good  News  for  Modern  Man'. 
This   is  the   American   Bible  Society's 
edition  of  the  New  Testament  of  the  Bible. 

Mecklenburg  County  Sheriff  Donald  W. 
Stahl  is  working  with  the  Rev.  Mr.  Austin 
in  arranging  the  schedule  for  the  visitation, 
to  begin  at  2  p.m. 

Three  WNC  Men 
On 

General  Council 

CHARLOTTE -Three  Western  North 
Carolina  men  are  members  of  the  General 
(national)  Council  on  Ministries  of  the 
United  Methodist  Church,  the  policy- 
making body  for  the  10.5  million  member 
denomination. 

Elected  as  members  during  the  fall 
organizational  meeting  were: 

Bishop  Earl  G.  Hunt,  Jr.,  of  Charlotte, 
who  presides  over  the  Western  North  Caro- 
lina Conference;  Dr.  Julian  A.  Lindsey  of 
Charlotte,  director  of  the  Council  on  Minis- 
tries for  the  Conference;  and  Mr.  Thomas 
Queen  of  Cherokee,  chairman  of  the 
Council  on  Ministries  for  the  Cherokee 
United  Methodist  Center. 

*  The  General  Council  on  Ministries  was 
established  by  the  1972  General  Confer- 
ence in  Atlanta,  Ga.  Next  meeting  of  the 
body  will  be  March  15-17  in  Atlanta. 
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Sunday  School  Lesson 

By  Dr.  Raymond  A.  Smith 
(International  Lesson  Series) 


FOR  DECEMBER  24 


THE  PROMISED  MESSIAH 


Background  Scripture:  Jeremiah  23:5-6; 

33:14-16;  Matthew  2 
Lesson   Scripture:  Jeremiah  33:14-16; 

Matthew  2:1-6 

In  this  lesson  we  are  to  consider  the 
only  possible  subject  for  this  date— the 
meaning  of  Christmas.  Bishop  James  S. 
Thomas  has  described  Christmas  as  the 
time  "when  God  invades  the  common- 
places of  life."  The  dictionary  equates 
commonplace  with  "anything  common  or 
ordinary"  or,  in  another  place  "something 
neither  new  nor  interesting." 

Jesus  came  from  the  poorer  class  of 
Palestine,  the  "ordinary"  class.  He  was 
born  in  a  manger— quite  an  ordinary  place 
in  ancient  Palestine.  If  he  had  died  in  child- 
birth it  is  doubtful  that  more  than  a  few 
relatives  and  neighbors  of  Mary  and  Joseph 
would  have  known  of  it.  When  Jesus  grew 
to  manhood  he  left  the  carpenter  shop  for 
the  hard  life  of  an  itinerant  preacher.  And 
we  are  told  that  he  found  his  most  appreci- 
ative listeners  among  the  common  people. 

Bishop  Thomas  had  also  reminded  us 
that  "this  strange  mixture  of  the  glorious 
and  the  commonplace"  has  always  been 
hard  for  the  church  to  accept.  It  may  seem 
strange  to  some  readers,  but  it  is  a  fact 
that  the  church  had  some  difficulty  in 
maintaining  the  doctrine  of  the  humanity 
of  Christ.  That  is  why  the  Apostle's  Creed 
has  those  words  in  it  which  declare  that  he 
"was  born,  suffered,  died  by  crucifixion 
and  was  buried."  All  these  experiences 
(except  crucifixion)  we  know  to  be  the 
common  lot  of  mankind. 

The  heart  of  the  Christmas  message  is: 
"God  came  to  man."  An  old  formula  puts 
it  this  way:  "God  became  man  so  that  man 
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might  become  more  like  God."  To  borrow 
a  phrase  from  Dorothy  Sayers,  well-known 
British  writer,  "God  was  man  enough  to 
take  his  own  medicine."  All  these  observa- 
tions are  made  in  order  to  show  that  God 
may  appear  in  human  life  wherever  men 
are  involved  in  the  ordinary  business  of 
living.  But  when  he  does  appear,  and 
people  respond  to  him  appropriately,  the 
ordinary  and  the  commonplace  are  bathed 
in  the  glory  of  eternal  light. 

Turning  now  to  our  theme  for  this 
quarter:  "Prophets  of  Judgment  and 
Hope,"  we  notice  that  Jeremiah,  some- 
times called  unjustly  "the  weeping 
prophet,"  was  not  without  his  moments  of 
exaltation.  In  our  lesson  Scripture 
(33:14-16)  he  recalls  the  ancient  hope  for 
the  redemption  of  his  people.  God  is  to 
raise  up  for  them  "a  Righteous  Branch,"  a 
descendant  of  David's  line  who  will  rule 
with  justice.  One  cannot  fully  grasp  the 
meaning  of  this  statement  without  recalling 
the  sad  story  of  Israel's  experience  with  her 
kings.  They  had  opted  for  a  monarchy  in 
the  early  days  of  Samuel,  many  centuries 
earlier.  But  Samuel  warned  them  such  a 
step  might  mean  disaster,  and  so  it  turned 
out  to  be.  Of  the  long  list  of  the  kings  of 
Israel  and  Judah  there  were  almost  none 
who  could  qualify  as  a  righteous  and  just 
ruler.  But  the  hope  never  died  in  the  hearts 
of  the  Hebrews,  especially  of  her  prophets. 
Gradually  this  hope  took  the  form  of  an 
expected  Messiah.  He  would  be  God's 
anointed  one,  and  would  fulfill  their  high- 
est expectations. 

In  the  years  immediately  preceding  the 
birth  of  Jesus  this  hope  had  grown  dim. 
Since  Jeremiah's  time  the  armies  of  foreign 
nations  had  trampled  the  people  of  Israel 


under  foot.  This  happened  not  once,  but 
many  times.  It  has  been  said  that  "all  the 
world  was  at  peace"  when  Jesus  came.  But 
it  was  a  peace  little  better  than  war— the 
Pax  Romana,  or  Roman  peace  which 
meant  complete  domination.  Herod,  an 
Edomite  and  a  Roman  sponsored  puppet, 
was  ruler  of  Judea.  He  was  a  cruel  monarch 
who  slew  even  the  members  of  his  own 
family  when  they  displeased  him.  Even  his 
building  of  a  fine  house  of  worship  for  the 
Jews  did  not  make  them  love  him. 

Matthew  2:3  tells  us  that  when  Herod 
heard  of  the  birth  of  a  new  king  he  was 
troubled.  He  knew  that  the  sort  of  king  the 


people  expected  would  be  almost  every- 
thing that  he  was  not. 

Jesus  came  into  the  world  not  primarily 
to  make  us  happy,  but  to  make  us  good. 
To  be  a  good  person  is  to  feel  sympathetic 
with  the  sinful,  the  sick,  the  needy.  It  is,  as 
has  been  said  of  the  great  prophets,  "to 
know  what  time  it  is."  This  means,  as  Jesus 
said,  "to  watch,  and  pray,"  to  wait  and  to 
suffer.  It  means  we  do  not  drown  out  "the 
still,  sad  music  of  humanity"  and  listen 
only  to  our  own  selfish  whims.  When  this 
begins  to  happen  in  the  human  soul  it  is 
Christmas  all  the  time. 


SUNDAY  SCHOOL  LESSON  FOR  DECEMBER  3 1 

THE  RESHAPING  OF  LIFE 


Background  Scripture:  Jeremiah  18  and  32 
Lesson  Scripture:  Jeremiah  18:1-11 

Who  says  life  (my  life,  your  life,  every- 
body's life)  needs  reshaping?  This  New 
Year's  Eve  might  be  a  good  time  to  ponder 
that  question.  Of  course,  there  are  those 
who  find  life  pretty  good  as  it  is.  They 
have  health,  wealth,  status,  and  entertain- 
ment unlimited.  They  live  on  the  surface  of 
life,  never  allowing  themselves  to  be  con- 
fronted with  persons  chronically  in  need. 
They  have  a  way  of  shrugging  off  the  less 
pleasant  experiences  of  life.  They  say  the 
poor  are  probably  that  way  because  they 
are  lazy;  likewise  those  who  experience 
many  misfortunes  simply  don't  have 
enough  intelligence  to  avoid  them.  They 
see  the  sick,  not  as  people  who  have  been 
overwhelmed  by  the  responsibilities  of  life, 
but  simply  as  people  who  don't  have  good 
health  habits.  Thus  we  see  that  humans 
have  developed  various  devices  to  keep 
insulated  from  the  harsher  side  of  life. 

In  Jeremiah  18:1-11  we  see  the  prophet 
on  a  visit  to  the  potter's  house.  A  keen 
observer  of  life,  he  saw  more  in  the  process 
of  pottery-making  than  at  first  meets  the 
eye.  He  noted  the  potter's  habit  of  making 
the  best  possible  use  of  the  clay.  If  he 


spoiled  a  vessel  he  did  not  throw  it  away; 
he  re-worked  it  until  it  became  fit  to  use, 
or  to  sell. 

Jeremiah  saw  this  as  a  parable.  God  had 
made  many  covenants  with  the  people  of 
Israel.  There  was  the  covenant  with  Abra- 
ham through  which  the  promise  was  made 
that  through  him  and  his  descendants  the 
whole  world  would  be  blessed.  The  Sinai 
Covenant  gave  the  people  the  laws  by 
which  they  should  live.  But  the  people  had 
broken  these  covenants  by  disobeying  the 
laws  and  by  worshiping  false  gods. 

Jeremiah  pictures  the  nation  as  being 
like  clay  in  the  hands  of  God.  This  meant 
they  were  capable  of  being  remade  into  a 
new  community  in  accordance  with  God's 
plan  for  them.  In  Jeremiah  the  idea  is 
advanced  that  when  conditions  are  such  in 
any  nation  that  God  is  displeased  with  it, 
he  may  determine  to  "pluck  up,  and  break 
down  and  destroy  it."  However,  following 
this  declaration  there  is  an  important  con- 
dition, expressed  as  follows:  "And  if  that 
nation  concerning  which  I  have  spoken, 
turns  from  its  evil,  I  will  repent  of  the  evil 
that  I  intended  to  do  to  it. ...now,  therefore 
say  to  the  men  of  Judah  and  the  inhabi- 
tants of  Jerusalem:  'Thus  saith  the  Lord, 
behold  I  am  shaping  evil  against  you  and 
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devising  a  plan  against  you.  Return,  every- 
one from  his  evil  way,  and  amend  your 
ways  and  your  doings." 

In  our  time  we  are  more  likely  to  think 
that  the  future  of  an  individual  can  be  re- 
shaped than  can  the  future  of  a  nation,  or 
the  world.  We  know  that  the  re-shaping  of 
many  personal  lives  has  been,  and  is  being, 
achieved.  Some  of  us  could  readily  call  to 
mind  people  who,  through  the  grace  of 
God,  have  been  able  to  do  this;  or,  to  speak 
in  more  nearly  religious  terms,  to  have  it 
done  for  them.  A  changed  person,  particu- 
larly when  that  change  is  a  sudden  and 
dramatic  one,  is  a  more  convincing  evi- 
dence of  the  power  of  faith  than  many 
volumes  of  theological  arguments. 

But  what  about  the  re-shaping  of 
communities,  large  or  small?  We  sometimes 
hear  of  a  town  where  some  great  disaster 
has  left  its  tragic  mark  upon  every  citizen. 
In  some  cases  great  nobility  and  courage 
are  displayed  in  rebuilding  wasted  area,  or 


in  helping  victims  of  the  disaster  to  put 
their  lives  together  again.  Even  war,  as 
horrible  as  it  is,  can  cometimes  bring  out 
the  hidden  nobility  of  men.  But  do  we 
have  to  wait  for  some  tragedy  to  awaken  us 
to  our  best  behavior?  Some  poet  has  put 
this  thought  into  the  following  challenging 
words: 

"God,  what  a  world  if  men  in  street  and 
mart 

Felt  that  same  kinship  of  the  human 
heart 

That  makes  them,  in  the  face  of  fire  and 
flood, 

Rise    to    the    meaning   of  true 
brotherhood!" 

A  fitting  verse  to  conclude  this  discus- 
sion with  is  from  the  great  poet-prophet, 
Isaiah.  He  also  used  the  figure  of  the  potter 
and  the  clay  to  proclaim  his  message  of 
redemption:  "Yet,  O  Lord,  Thou  are  our 
Father;  we  are  the  clay,  and  thou  art  the 
potter:  we  are  all  the  work  of  thy  hand." 


BREVARD  COLLEGE  -  YOUR  COLLEGE! 


If  YOU  are  interested  in  a  QUALITY  EDUCATION  in  a  CHRISTIAN  ENVIRONMENT, 
then  BREVARD  COLLEGE  is  for  YOU!  We  invite  your  application  or  inquiry. 
Write  today  to:  DIRECTOR  OF  ADMISSIONS,  BREVARD  COLLEGE 
BOX  X,  BREVARD,  NORTH  CAROLINA  28712 

QUALITY  EDUCATION  IN  THE  FOL- 
LOWING AREAS: 

AGRICULTURE  SCIENCES,  ART,  BUS- 
INESS ADMINISTRATION,  ENGINEER- 
ING, LIBERAL  ARTS,  MATHEMATICS, 
MEDICAL  SCIENCES,  MUSIC,  SOCIAL 
SCIENCE,  TEACHING:  PRIMARY  OR 
ELEMENTARY. 

ACCREDITATION 

Southern  Association  of  Colleges  and  Schools 
North  Carolina  State  Department  of  Education 
University  Senate  of  The  United  Methodist  Ch. 
National  Association  of  Schools  of  Music 

BREVARD  COLLEGE  is  owned  and  operated  by  the  WESTERN  NORTH  CAROLINA 
CONFERENCE  of  THE  UNITED  METHODIST  CHURCH.  Committed  to  CHRISTIAN 
concepts,  BREVARD  COLLEGE  is  dedicated  to  a  way  of  life  that  instills  within  the 
student  a  greater  desire  to  become  a  more  responsible  and  creative  member  of  society. 


Calendar  of  Coming  Events 

NOR  HI  CAROLINA  CONFERENCE 


Jan. 

2 

Elizabeth  City  District  Council  on  Ministries 

Jan. 

2 

Goldsboro  District  Council  on  Ministries.  10  a.m. 

Jan. 

3 

Durham  District  Council  on  Ministries,  Asbury, 

Durham,  7:30  p.m. 

Jan. 

3 

FayettevUle  District  Council  on  Ministries 

Feb. 

3 

Greenville  District  Council  on  Ministries,  7:30  p.m. 

Jan. 

4 

Rockingham  District  Council  on  Ministries 

Jan. 

4 

Rocky  Mount  District  C  ouncil  on  Ministries,  10  a.m.- 

Jan. 

4 

Sanford  District  C  ouncil  on  Ministries 

Jan. 

4 

Wilmington  District  Council  on  Ministries,  7:30  p.m 

Jan. 

5 

Burlington  District  Council  on  Ministries, 

Front  Street,  7:30  p.m. 

Jan. 

5 

New  Bern  District  Council  on  Ministries,  5  p.m. 

Jan. 

5 

Raleigh  District  C  ouncil  on  Ministries, 

Methodist  Bldg.,  9:30  a.m. 

Jan. 

8 

Elizabeth  City  District  Conference,  City  Road  Church,  3  p.m. 

Jan. 

10 

Rockingham  District  Pastors  Mtg.,  Laurinburg, 

First,  1 0  a.m. 

Jan. 

13 

Raleigh  District  Council  on  Youth  Ministries, 

Hayes  Barton,  9:30  a.m. 

Jan. 

17 

Trustees  of  The  Methodist  Home  for  Cliildren,  Raleigh 

Jan. 

17 

Robeson  County  Pastor's  Mtg.,  Chestnut  Street,  Lumberton,  7:30  p.m 

Jan. 

18 

Cumberland,  Harnett,  Hoke  Counties  Subdistrict  Pastors  Mtg., 

Haymount  Church,  FayettevUle,  7:30  p.m. 

Jan. 

10-21 

Raleigh  District  Workshop  for  Workers  with  Youth, 

Raleigh,  Benson  Memorial 

Jan. 

20 

Rockingham  District  Committee  on  the  Ministry,  Maxton: 

St.  Paul,  10  a.m. 

Jan. 

22 

Methodist  Ministers  Credit  Union  Board  of  Directors  Meeting, 

Louisburg  College,  10  a.m. 

Jan. 

22 

Methodist  Ministers  Credit  Union  Annual  Membership  Mtg., 

Louisburg  College,  1  1  a.m. 

WESTERN  NORTH  CAROLINA  CONFERENCE 

Dec. 

15 

Waynesville  District  Ministers  and  Wives 

Christmas  Party,  Bryson  City,  6:30  p.m. 

Dec. 

17 

Salisbury  District  Conference,  Trinity  CTiurch,  Kannapolis, 

3  p.m. 

Dec. 

31 

WS/NE  District  Conference  and  Checkup  Mtg.,  Leaksville 

Church,  3  p.m. 

Jan. 

2 

N.  Wilkesboro  District  Ministers  Mtg.,  First, 

N.  Wilkesboro,  10:30  a.m. 

Jan. 

3 

Gastonia  District  Ministers  Meeting,  10:30  a.m. 

Jan. 

3 

Waynesville  District  Mission  Society  Dinner  and  Junaluska 

Advancement  Rally,  Sylva  Church,  6:30  p.m. 

Jan. 

3 

Marion  District  Ministers  Mtg.,  First,  Marion,  10:30  a.m. 

Jan. 

4 

Administrative  Comm.,  District  Council  on  Ministries, 

First,  Marion,  7:30  p.m. 

Jan. 

7 

Lake  Junaluska  Advance,  for  Charlotte  District,  Dilworth, 

Charlotte,  2:30  p.m. 

Jan. 

8 

Haywood  County  Ministers  Mtg.,  Hawthorne  Lane  Church,  1 1  a.m. 

Jan. 

Q 
O 

Charlotte  District  Ministers  Mtg.,  Hawthorne  Lane  Church,  1 1  a.m. 

Jan. 

8 

Lake  Junaluska  Advancement  Program  for  Albemarle  District,  Central, 

Albemarle,  7:30  p.m. 

Jan. 

9 

Lake  Junaluska  Advancement  Program  for  Salisbury  District, 

Epworth,  Concord,  7:30  p.m. 

Jan. 

9 

Albemarle  District  Ministers  Mtg.,  First,  Wadesboro,  10:30  a.m. 
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MEMBERSHIP  IN  U.  S. 
NOW  10,334,521 

EVANSTON,  ILL.  (UMI)-Membership 
in  the  United  Methodist  Church  in  the 
United  States  is  now  10,334,521,  the  de- 
nomination's statistical  office  said  here 
November  2 1 . 

The  new  official  membership  figure  is  a 
decrease  of  174,677  from  a  year  ago.  In 
addition  to  the  full  members,  there  are 
1,731,764  preparatory  members. 

Total  giving  for  all  church  causes  was  a 
record  $843,103,000  for  fiscal  1971,  on  an 
adjusted  basis,  an  increase  of  $23,158,000 
from  fiscal  1970,  or  2.8  per  cent.  The 
financial  summary  is  an  adjusted  basis  be- 
cause not  all  of  tne  denomination's  annual 
conferences  are  on  a  calender  year  fiscal 
period,  according  to  the  Rev.  John  L. 
Schreiber,  head  of  the  statistical  office. 
Other  membership  statistics  show  an 
average  attendance  of  3,699,  172  at  the 
principal  weekly  worship  service  in  39,626 
organized  local  churches,  a  decrease  of 
66,628  from  a  year  ago.  The  number  of 
organized  churches  is  a  drop  of  428  from  a 
year.  ago.  Church  school  enrollment  fell 

254,515  to  5,380,147. 

*  *  * 

CHURCH  SCHOOL  CURRICULUM 
EDITOR  DIES 

NASHVILLE,  Tenn.  (UMI)-The  Rev. 
Harold  D.  Minor,  47,  an  editor  in  the  adult 
department  of  the  United  Methodist  Board 
of  Discipleship's  Curriculum  Resources 
unit  died  here  Nov.  21.  Mr.  Minor  had  been 
hospitalized  since  suffering  a  heart  attack. 
Oct.  2. 

Memorial  services  were  held  at  Belmont 
United  Methodist  Church  in  Nashville 
Friday,  Nov.  24. 

He  was  well-known  throughout  the 
church  for  his  leadership  in  adult  education 
enterprises. 

He  is  survived  by  his  wife,  Mary  Ruth, 
and  three  sons. 

*  *  * 

KEY  73  READY  FOR  LAUNCH 

NASHVILLE,  Tenn.  (UMI)- Millions  of 
persons  representing  most  communities  in 
the  United  States  and  Canada  are  gearing 
up  for  the  launch  of  Key  73,  according  to 
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Ronn  Kerr,  director  of  communications  for 
the  United  Methodist  Board  of  Disciple- 
ship's Evangelism  Division  and  chairman  of 
the  Key  73  Phase  One  Task  Force. 

The  first  step  in  the  launcn  of  the 
mammoth  evangelism  effort  will  be  a 
"Noon  Prayer  Call"  emphasis  Christmas 
through  Epiphany  followed  by  a  "Launch 
Television  Special"  near  the  first  of  the 
year.  In  addition  to  calling  persons  to 
prayer,  Mr.  Kerr  said  the  Noon  Prayer  Call 
is  designed  to  call  attention  to  the  beginn- 
ing of  Key  73,  a  mammoth  ecumenical 
effort  involving   150  denominations  and 

Christian  groups  in  the  U.  S.  and  Canada. 

*  *  * 

BISHOP  YAP  RE-ELECTED 

NEW  YORK  (UMI)-The  re-election  of 
a  bishop,  who  is  high  in  the  ranks  of  world 
Methodism,  and  his  challenge  to  the  church 
to  "demonstrate  the  power  of  the  Gospel 
to  transform  human  lives  and  change  social 
structures"  were  highlights  of  the  General 
Conference  of  the  59,1 55-member  Meth- 
odist Church  of  Malaysia  and  Singapore 
November  13-19  in  Singapore. 

Re-elected  on  the  fourth  ballot  for  a 
second  four-year  term  was  Bishop  Yap  Kim 
Hao,  43-year-old  church  leader  who  was 
chosen  first  bishop  of  the  new  church 
when  it  became  autonomous  in  1968. 
Bishop  Yap  is  vice-chairman  of  the  Execu- 
tive Committee  of  the  World  Methodist 
Council. 

*  *  * 

DRUG  ADVERTISING  DISCUSSED 

WASHINGTON,  D.  C.  (UMI)-Sharply 
divergent  opinions  as  to  the  ethics  of  drug 
advertising  practices,  expecially  for  mood- 
altering  drugs,  were  voiced  here  during 
hearings  November  14-16  conducted  by 
the  National  Council  of  Churches  (NCC). 

With  statements  often  accompanied  by 
visuals  and  myriad  statistics,  critics  charged 
that  drug  promotion  has  become  an  exer- 
cise in  the  "medicalization  of  the  human 
spirit"  in  the  name  of  corporation  profit 
and  at  the  expense  of  the  public  welfare. 
Industry  spokesmen  vigorously  defended 
current  practices,  pointing  out  how  current 
drug  marketing  techniques  have  kept  con- 
sumer costs  down  and  have  helped  the 


health  care  system  respond  to  an  accelerat- 
ing "medical  need  for  pharmaceuticals." 
One  of  the  few  points  of  agreement  was 
that  no  widespread,  serious  research  has 
yet  been  devised  to  determine  the  rela- 
tionship between  drug  promotion  and  drug 
misuse. 

The  20  hours  of  hearing  were  chaired 
by  Dr.  Michael  C.  Watson,  United  Meth- 
odist layman  and  practicing  family  physi- 
cian from  Bamberg,  S.  C.  He  said  they  were 
held  because  "many  of  the  ethical  issues 
related  to  social  responsibility  and  quality 
of  life  .  .  .  have  not  been  adequately 
examined  or  resolved." 

'LEARNING  CENTER' 

NEW  EDUCATION  CONCEPT 

NASHVILLE,  Tenn.  (UMI)-The 
"learning  center"  approach,  a  relatively 
new  concept  in  education  being  used  in 
many  public  schools,  is  now  catching  on 
with  enthusiasm  in  the  church,  according 
to  the  Rev.  Richard  E.  Monroe,  Nashville, 
Tenn.,  a  staff  member  of  the  United  Meth- 
odist Board  of  Discipleship's  Section  of 
Local  Church  Education. 

The  characteristics  of  a  learning  cen- 
ter—open classroom,  independent  study, 
community  building,  and  thematic  activ- 
ity—are extremely  suitable  for  use  in  local 
church  education,  Mr.  Monroe  believes. 
"Teachers  in  church  schools  which  have 
small  enrollments  find  the  learning  center 
valuable  because  all  the  children  can  be  put 
in  the  same  education  environment,"  he 
observed.  "Also,  teachers  like  the  fact  that 

each  child  can  move  at  his  own  speed." 

*  *  * 

'CHURCH  TOO  LATE,' 
SAYS  BELFAST  METHODIST 

BELFAST  (UMI)-Charging  that  the 
contribution  of  the  churches  to  a  solution 
to  the  "Northern  Ireland  problem"  has 
been,  to  date,  "too  little, too  late,  and  too 
ineffective,"  a  prominent  Belfast  Methodist 
pastor  has  set  forth  what  he  calls  his  own 
"tentative  prescription"  for  a  "meaningful 
and  viable  future"  for  the  British  province. 

According  to  Religious  News  Service,  an 
essential  element  in  the  Rev.  Eric  Gall- 
agher's prescription  is  a  demand  that  the 
churches,  "which  have  been  far  too  insensi- 
tive to  social  and  human  needs,"  have  the 
"insight  and  the  courage"  to  teach  that 
"the  Christian  Gospel  has  political  and 


social  consequences  which  Christians  can- 
not ignore."  In  all,  the  proposals  of  the 

Methodist  leader  cover  six  points. 

*  *  * 

WOMEN  LOOK  TOWARD 
'CALL  TO  PRAYER' 

NEW  YORK  (UMI)-About  1,500,000 
women  in  38,000  local  units  in  the  United 
Methodist  Church  are  looking  toward  the 
1973  "Call  to  Prayer  and  Self-Denial," 
which  they  consider  one  of  their  major 
annual  observances. 

Participants  in  the  call  are  members  of 
United  Methodist  Women,  new  organiza- 
tion for  women  in  the  denomination.  As  in 
recent  years,  the  suggested  period  in  1973 
for  observing  the  Call  to  Prayer  and  Self- 
Denial  is  January  1-15,  though  each  local 
United  Methodist  Women  unit  scnedules  its 
own  observance  on  one  or  more  days. 

*  *  * 

NEWS  CAPSULES 

There  will  be  64  United  Methodists 
serving  in  the  U.  S.  House  of  Represen- 
tatives next  year,  an  increase  of  one,  one 
Christian  Methodist  Episcopal  Church 
member,  and  one  Free  Methodist.  Includ- 
ing the  previously  announced  total  of  18 
United  Methodists  in  the  Senate,  the  num- 
ber of  the  denomination's  members  in  Con- 
gress will  be  the  fewest  in  at  least  1 6  years. 
The  peak  was  102  in  1963-64. 

*  *  * 

The  Rev.  James  M.  Wall,  a  United  Meth- 
odist minister  who  formerly  was  editor  of 
the  Christian  Advocate,  has  been  named 
president  of  the  Christian  Century  Founda- 
tions and  editor  of  the  foundation's  ecu- 
menical weekly,  Christian  Century. 

*  *  * 

Retired  United  Methodist  Bishop 
Dionisio  Deista  Alejandro,  79,  first  Filipino 
elected  to  the  Methodist  episcopacy,  died 
November  18  in  the  Philippines.  He  was 
named  a  bishop  of  the  Philippines  Central 
Conference  in  1944  and  headed  all  Meth- 
odist work  in  the  islands  until  1948.  He 
was  re-elected  in  1956  and  served  until  he 
retired  in  1964. 

*  *  * 

Charles  P.  Kellogg,  Sr.,  an  executive  of 
the  United  Methodist  Board  of  Disciple- 
ship,  has  been  elected  president  of  the 
North  American  Conference  of  Men's  Work 
Secretaries,  the  first  United  Methodist  and 
the  first  black  to  hold  the  post. 
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Rev.  and  Mrs.  R.  L.  Young  have  moved 
to  Florida  for  the  winter.  Their  current 
address  is  P.  0.  Box  876,  Umatilla,  Fla. 
32784.  They  will  be  returning  to  Asheville 
in  the  spring. 

*  *  * 

CHANGE  IN  APPOINTMENT 
Bishop  Robert  M.  Blackburn  announces 
the  appointment  of  Rev.  Leon  W.  Ross  to 
the  West  Halifax  Charge  in  the  Rocky 
Mount  District  effective  Nov.  15.  Rev.  Mr. 
Ross  is  a  retired  member  of  the  N.  C. 

Conference  and  will  serve  until  June,  1973. 

*  *  * 

Zion  UM  Church  of  the  Milwaukee 
Charge  celebrated  its  1 50th  anniversary  on 
Dec.  10.  The  service  began  at  10  o'clock 
with  former  pastors  and  former  members 
present  for  the  occasion.  A  fellowship  meal 

followed  the  service. 

*  *  * 

The  Soul-to-Soul  Gospel  Notes  of 
Simpson-Gillespie  UM  Church,  Charlotte, 
will  present  "The  Magic  of  Christmas,"  a 
program  of  vocal  and  instrumental  music, 
religious  drama,  and  liturgical  dance  on 
Sunday,  Dec.  17,  at  6  p.m.  Gena  Amos,  the 
organist  and  pianist,  is  responsible  for  the 
special  musical  arrangements.  Mrs.  Alfreda 

Young  is  the  choreographer. 

*  *  * 

Mrs.  Betty  Lou  Stroud  of  Lake  Juna- 
luska  has  joined  the  staff  of  Central  UM 
Church,  Canton,  as  educational  assistant.  A 
graduate  of  High  Point  College  and  Western 
Carolina  University,  she  has  served  as  direc- 
tor of  Christian  Education  at  First  UM 
Church,  Lenoir  and  has  been  a  missionary 
to  Latin  America.  She  sings  with  the  Juna- 
luska  Singers  and  was  director  of  the  Child- 
ren's and  Youth  Choir  at  First  Church, 
Waynesville. 

*  *  * 

During  the  winter  months  Rev.  and  Mrs. 
Grady  N.  Dulin  will  be  at  644  High  Street, 


Lake  Wales,  Florida  33853.  Their  summer 

address  is  Box  758,  Cornelius,  N.C.  28031. 

*  *  * 

Dr.  A.  M.  Faulkner,  minister  of  Myers 
Park  UM  Church  in  Charlotte,  was  the 
guest  speaker  on  Wednesday  morning,  Nov. 
29,  at  the  Upper  Room  Chapel  in  Nash- 
ville, Tenn. 

*  *  * 

Dr.  Fletcher  Nelson  is  now  home  in 
Morganton,  recuperating  from  a  series  of 

operations  at  Duke  Hospital. 

*  *  * 

The  congregation  of  Friendship  UM 
Church,  Brown  Summit,  will  dedicate  its 
Fellowship  Hall  on  Sunday,  Dec.  17.  Rev. 
Orion  Hutchinson,  Greensboro  District 
superintendent,  and  Dr.  M.  Wilson  Nesbitt, 
director  of  Rural  Church  Affairs,  the  Duke 
Endowment,  will  take  part  in  the  service. 
Rev.  Roy  L.  Eubanks  is  pastor. 

*  H=  * 

The  Rev.  Allen  C.  Lee,  retired,  associate 
minister  at  Chestnut  Street  United  Meth- 
odist Church  in  Lumberton  suffered  a 
heart  attack  some  weeks  ago.  He  is  impro- 
ving satisfactorily  at  his  home  in  nearby 
Red  Springs. 


CHURCHES  ON  ADVOCATE 
CLUB  PLAN 

The  churches  listed  below  have  subscribed  to 
one  of  the  group  subscription  plans  of  the  North 
Carolina  Christian  Advocate.  This  is  not  a 
complete  listing  of  all  the  churches  on  the  plans 
but  only  of  those  subscribing  since  the  list 
printed  on  Sept.  7. 

NORTH  CAROLINA  CONFERENCE 
ALL  ADMINISTRATIVE  BOARD 

Burlington  District 

Front  Street,  Burlington,  J.  M.  Cline 

Walnut  Grove,  Rev.  Clark  Poole 

Durham  District 

Mount  Bethel,  J.  Don  Phillips 

Elizabeth  City  District 
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Mergers  Approved  In  Mississippi 


WASHING  I  ON,  D  C.  (UMI)-Two 
large-margin  votes  in  Mississippi  have 
assured  elimination  next  year  of  the  last 
all-black  annual  conferences  of  the  United 
Methodist  Church.  Both  white  conferences 
of  the  state  agreed  on  plans  to  merge  with 
their  counterpart  black  units  in  June. 

The  final  vote  came  November  27  at 
Mathiston,  Mississippi,  where  North  Miss- 
issippi Conference  voted  319-31  to  merge 
with  the  black  Upper  Mississippi  Con- 
ference. Just  a  week  earlier,  Mississippi 
Conference  had  voted  294-67  on  a  similar 
plan  involving  the  black  unit  of  the  same 
name,  in  the  southern  half  of  the  state. 

Both  black  conferences  had  approved 
the  plans  last  spring,  but  this  is  the  first 
time  the  white  organizations  had  voted  on 
the  plans  themselves.  In  June  they  delayed 
action,  voted  their  "intent  to  merge"  and 
sought  legal  rulings. 

The  plans  call  for  all  committees  and 
the  staffs  of  the  new  conferences  to  be  re- 
presentative of  both  uniting  organizations, 
but  without  quotas.  The  alignment  of 
districts  and  the  appointment  of  their 
superintendents  is  the  prerogative  of  the 
bishop. 

Murfreesboro,  W.  A.  Wentz 
Fayetteville  District 
Spring  Lake,  A.  C.  Edens 
Cokesbury,  J.  M.  Roberts 
Rocky  Mount  District 
South  Rosemary.  J.  H.  Crum 
EVERY  FAMILY 
Raleigh  District 
Norlina,  M.  W.  Warren 
Goldsboro  District 
Magnolia  Chg.,  J.  B.  Helms,  Jr. 

WESTERN  NORTH  CAROLINA  CONFERENCE 
ALL  ADMINISTRATIVE  BOARD 

Albemarle  District 

Indian  Trail-Stallings,  M.  F.  Wimmer 

Gastonia  District 

Ebenezer,  Belmont,  J*.  D.  Harris 

First,  Gastonia,  C.  E.  Shannon 

Rhyne  Heights,  Lincolnton,  H.  C.  Beck 

Marion  District 

Glen  Alpine,  H.  P.  Myers 

Salisbury  District 

Westford,  Concord,  Wilbur  Jarrett 

Royal  Oaks,  Kannapolis,  Larry  Clifton 

Gay's  Chapel,  E.  A.  Cook,  Jr. 


Last  April  the  General  Conference 
decreed  that  all  annual  conference  de- 
segregation must  be  completed  by  July  1, 
1973.  It  said  that  those  which  could  not 
reach  agreement  would  be  subject  to  the 
actions  of  a  board  of  arbitration. 

A  factor  in  the  decision  to  merge, 
according  to  some  observers,  was  the  state- 
ment by  Bishop  Mack  B.  Stokes  of  Jackson 
that  "I  know  that  I  can  administer  this 
(plan)  in  such  a  way  as  not  to  tear  up  our 
local  churches."  He  stressed  that  "local 
churches  will  not  be  touched  by  the  merger 
negotiations."  Stokes  added  that  leaving 
the  matter  up  to  a  board  of  arbitration 
"would  be  an  insult  to  our  intelligence  and 
to  our  Christianity." 

When  the  question  of  equitable  repre- 
sentation on  boards  and  committees  was 
raised,  it  was  noted  that  the  nominating 
committee  will  be  interracial  and  that  all 
committees  will  be  newly  created  and 
newly  organized.  Bishop  Stokes  assured: 
"To  create  a  conference  without  black  and 
white  representatives  on  every  board  would 
be  the  same  as  'taxation  without 
representation'  and  we  are  not  going  to 
have  that." 

Statesville  District 

Highland,  Hickory,  W.  N.  Blanton 

Cool  Springs,  D.  C.  Davis 

New  Salem,  D.  C.  Davis 

Thoniasville  District 

Oak  Grove,  L.  T.  VonCannon 

Piney  Grove,  W.  C.  Belcher 

Winston-Salem-Forsyth  District 

Konnoak  Hills,  Dallas  M.  Rush 

Marvin,  C.  L.  Brown,  Jr. 

Winston-Salem  Northeast 

Ararat,  S.  B.  James 

New  Hope,  S.  B.  James 

Mount  Hermon,  Warren  G.  Hawks 

EVERY  FAMILY 

Albemarle  District 
First,  Wadesboro,  Horace  McSwain 
Gastonia  District 
Double  Shoals,  B.  J.  Parker 
High  Point  District 
St.  Mary's,  J.  W.  Jones 
Salisbury  District 
Centenary,  J.  F.  Edwards 
Statesville  District 
Colliers-Baton,  A.  J.  Cox,  III 
Snow  Creek,  E.  H.  Lowman 
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by  LUCY  S.  NORTON 

I  am  poor,  I  am  lonely,  I  am  lost.  Do  you  care?  I  see  you  have  so  much  of  this  world's 
goods,  but  I  am  starving.  I  live  all  over  the  world,  but  isn't  there  some  way  you  could 
share  your  abundant  blessings  with  me?  I  live  in  your  neighborhood  also.  Please  do  not 
stop  reading  this  because  I  know,  in  your  heart,  you  really  want  to  help  me. 

You  seem  to  have  such  joy  as  you  go  to  church  and  sing  the  Christmas  carols;  as  you 
buy  your  gifts,  food  and  clothes.  I  find  it  hard  to  be  joyful. ..I  long  to  be.  But,  what  does 
Christmas  mean  to  a  person  who  is  lost  and  does  not  know  the  joy  of  his  sins  forgiven? 
What  does  Christmas  mean  to  an  alcoholic  who  is  losing  his  family  and  home. ..to  a  child 
whose  mother  and  father  have  just  separated. ...to  a  parent  whose  son  is  in  jail. ..to  an 
invalid  cast  aside  because  of  not  being  useful? 

My  understanding  was  that  the  reason  you  celebrate  Christmas  is  because  God  sent  His 
Son  to  seek  and  save  those  who  are  lost;  to  heal  the  sick  and  brokenhearted;  to  visit  those 
who  are  in  prison,  and  to  bring  light  to  those  who  sit  in  darkness.  This  year,  won't  you 
look  for  and  help  the  least,  the  lonely  and  the  lost? 

I  hope  you  have  a  blessed  Christmas  and  the  beginning  of  the  happiest  year  of  your 
life  as  you  remember  that  I  said  "Inasmuch  as  you  did  something  helpful  for  the  least  of 
these,  you  did  it  for  me." 

I  am  coming  again  soon.  Thank  you  for  celebrating  my  birth.  I  am  your 
friend  Jesus. 


The  Rev.  Mrs.  Norton  is  pastor  of  the  Bethel  United  Methodist  Church,  Asheville. 


Most  active  and  retired  members  of  the  United  Methodist  Council  of  Bishops  are 
shown  in  this  photograph  which  will  appear  in  color  in  the  January  issue  of  Together. 
(Photo  by  George  P.  Miller-copyright  1972,  Together.) 
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Reflections  On  A  Changing  Year 


by 

Julian  M.  Aldridge,  Jr. 


The  arrival  of  a  New  Year  initiates  a 
myriad  of  possibilities.  There  is  always  the 
passing  of  the  old  and  the  expectation  of 
the  new.  No  more  appropriate  attitude 
carries  us  into  the  New  Year  than  that 
initiated  in  Christian  worship.  Here  we  con- 
front the  One  whose  timeless  character 
brings  a  necessary  stability  amidst  the 
change. 

The  pace  of  contemporary  American 
life,  particularly  for  the  young  and  middle- 
aged,  dulls  a  man's  devotional  sensitivities. 
Pressures  of  work  and  home  keep  the 
nervous  system  so  attuned  to  the  immed- 
iate demands  of  the  day  that  we  find  little 
time  or  motivation  to  let  go,  be  still,  and 
know  that  He  is  God. 

Oftentimes  one  compares  the  pace  of 
life  with  a  merry-go-round.  Any  who  have 
enjoyed  the  fun  of  a  fair  know  the  buo- 
yant, light-hearted  sensation  that  comes 
when  the  merry-go-round  stops,  we  step 
off,  and  for  one  brief  moment  stand  still. 
What  joy  for  the  soul  awaits  us  as  we  pause 
by  the  wayside  in  a  day  to  drink  deeply 
from  the  truths  of  God  which  lift  the  heart 
in  adoration,  steady  jangled  nerves,  and 
place  the  use  of  time  in  proper  perspective. 
"Lord,  Thou  hast  been  our  dwelling  place 
in  all  generations... from  everlasting  to  ever- 
lasting, Thou  art  God. ..a  thousand  years  in 
Thy  sight  are  but  as  yesterday  when  it  is 
past..."  (Ps.  90:1-4) 

True  adoration  leads  to  confession.  One 
cannot  contemplate  the  grace  and  glory  of 
God  without  painful  awareness  of  personal 
imperfection  in  looking  back  to  the  past  or 
forward  to  the  days  ahead.  Could  it  be  that 
the  drunken  debauchery  characteristic  of 
typical  American  New  Year's  celebrations 
betrays  a  desperate  attempt  to  hide  from 
ourselves?  What  about  all  those  noble  re- 
solutions? The  passage  of  time  brings  judg- 
ment. What  we  were  over  against  what  we 
should  have  been  bears  in  upon  us  with 
painful  certainty. 

Four  years  ago,  we  United  Methodists 
resolved  to  consecrate  ourselves  to  the  task 
The  Rev.  Mr.  Aldridge  is  minister  of  Besse- 
mer UM  Church,  Greensboro. 
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of  reconciliation  in  a  broken  land.  We  re- 
commended sound  biblical  study  on  the 
life  and  teachings  of  Jesus;  we  established  a 
Fund  for  Reconciliation;  we  created  oppor- 
tunities for  personal  involvement. 

Sober  reflection  necessitates  honest 
confession.  Some  of  us  never  opened  the 
first  page  in  biblical  study.  Others  of  us 
who  did  never  got  beyond  the  written 
word  to  incarnate  in  our  own  witness  the 
forces  of  reconciliation.  Divisiveness  con- 
tinues. Our  monetary  goals  limped  just 
beyond  fifty  percent  of  expectation.  Per- 
sonal involvement  was  token  and,  with 
some  wonderful  exceptions,  not  too  costly. 
We  seemed  to  react  in  the  negative  tense 
far  more  readily  than  we  reached  out  for 
the  positive  challenge  of  a  new  and  needed 
opportunity.  The  coziness  of  our  four  walls 
stymied  all  inclination  to  march  outside  in 
the  streets  where  the  dark  and  the  cold 
need  so  desperately  the  light  and  warmth 
of  Christian  life. 

Within  our  own  fellowship  in  the  Unit- 
ed Methodist  Church,  we  began  just  four 
years  ago  an  exciting  new  venture  of  tear-  I 
ing  down  walls  of  racial  exclusion  which 
had  too  long  stifled  a  true  spirit  of  brother- 
hood. There  are  many  gains  for  which  to 
be  thankful,  but  a  realistic  evaluation  does 
not  allow  for  complete  satisfaction.  The 
walls  are  down,  but  few  of  us  have  dared 
step  over  into  our  neighbor's  yard.  The 
comfortableness  of  our  own  situations 
deadens  any  incentive  to  explore  new  pos- 
sibilities in  Christ  across  the  bounds  of  race 
or,  in  many  cases,  class.  We  have  not  taken 
biblical  truth  seriously  enough  to  com- 
prehend the  implications  of  the  Father- 
hood of  God  and  the  brotherhood  of  man. 

In  this  day  of  adverse  reaction  towards 
the  impersonal  character  of  big  business 
and  government,  we  have  tended  to  depre- 
ciate our  connectional  concept  by  assess- 
ing the  connectional  aspects  of  Methodism 
accordingly.  It  is  easier  and  temptingly  sel- 
fish only  to  involve  ourselves  emotionally 
and  financially  on  a  local  level  where  we 
hold  the  reins  and  directly  benefit  from  the 
satisfaction  of  seeing  first  hand  the  fruits 


of  our  labors.  By  so  doing,  we  are  sapping 
the  power  of  a  united  witness  through 
World  Service  and  missions,  the  impact  of 
which  weakens  as  the  strength  of  the  whole 
is  dissipated  by  the  individual  efforts  of 
isolated  congregations. 

Confession  of  corporate  sins  is  an  easy 
job,  for  then  we  share  the  burden  of  our 
weakness.  Far  more  difficult  is  facing  up  to 
ourselves  as  individuals  and  recognizing  all 
the  things  we  should  have  done  but  didn't, 
and  all  the  things  we  shouldn't  have  done 
and  did!  The  changing  of  a  year,  another 
milestone,  challenges  us  to  confess,  for 
through  honest  confession,  we  open  a  door 
through  which  to  discover  the  forgiving 
heart  of  God.  "If  we  confess  our  sins,  God 
is  faithful  and  just  and  will  forgive  our  sins 
and  cleanse  us  from  all  unrighteousness."  (I 
John  1:9)  There  is  cause  for  cnanksgiving 
in  this  possibility  of  a  new  beginning.  As 
United  Methodists,  we  may  be  equally 
grateful  that  our  Church  provides  new 
beginnings  through  existing  structures  of 
mission  with  which  to  apply  our  faith  in 
renewed  commitment  for  a  New  Year. 

Human  Relations  Day  recommended 
for  January,  1973,  provides  us  with  the 
opportunity  to  shake  loose  from  com- 
placency and  do  something  about  peace 
and  healing  wounds  of  divisiveness.  Our 
offering  on  this  day  will  aid  directly  causes 
established  through  the  Fund  for  Recon- 
ciliation. Programs  of  voluntary  service, 
community  development,  police-com- 
munity development,  and  the  training  of 
American  Indians,  Hispanic  Americans,  and 
Asian  Americans  are  included. 

An  offering  to  be  received  for  our  black 
colleges  in  United  Methodism  gives  us  a 
new  opportunity  to  correct  past  injustice 
and  insure  sound  leadership  for  the  day 
ahead.  We  can  be  grateful  our  Church  has 
not  turned  its  back  on  a  forward  march 
towards  the  needs  of  an  inclusive  society. 

KEY  73  offers  a  new  opportunity  to 
recover  the  evangelistic  thrust  of  our  Wes- 
leyan  tradition.  We  are  challenged  to  delve 
beneath  a  superficial  confrontation  with 
the  Christian  Gospel  and  wrestle  in  depth 
with  the  theological  implications  of  our 
faith. 

The  outreach  of  our  Board  of  Global 
Ministries  affords  a  continual  opportunity 
to  widen  our  horizons  through  involvement 
beyond  the  bounds  of  our  local  church  or 


conference.  Our  Mission  Special  program 
gives  occasion  to  experience  the  joy  of 
going  a  second  mile  in  accepting  the 
challenge  of  Christ  to  reach  out  and  serve 
in  His  name. 

All  these  structures  of  mission  offered 
within  our  United  Methodist  Church  are 
useless  until  we  are  motivated  to  use  then. 
Elton  Trueblood  once  said  that  as  Chris- 
tians in  today's  world,  "our  incentive  is 
unequal  to  ~>ur  skill."  True  worship  on  the 
eve  of  a  changing  year  will  incite  us,  there- 
fore, to  move  beyond  thanksgiving  to  the 
point  where  we  build  up  our  faith  so  as  to 
strengthen  motivation. 

One  worthwhile  channel  through  which 
we  cultivate  incentive  is  the  field  of  Chri- 
stian education.  An  informed  mind  moti- 
vates the  heart.  The  time  has  come  to 
study  seriously  the  Biblical  message  in 
conjunction  with  an  intelligent  understand- 
ing of  the  issues  defining  the  world  in 
which  we  live. 

The  attitudes  of  ethnic  minorities  and 
white  majorities,  the  dynamics  of  human 
relationships,  the  facts  surrounding  the 
Vietnamese  conflict,  the  intricacies  of  wel- 
fare reform,  sexual  morals  in  a  permissive 
society,  the  possibilities  in  penal  reform, 
the  emerging  Third  World,  are  a  few  issues 
which  cry  out  for  intelligent  comprehen- 
sion. The  resources  are  available;  the  incen- 
tive depends  on  us! 

The  gamut  of  worship  concludes  with 
the  crowning  touch  of  dedication.  Wesley 
in  his  Covenant  Service,  often  used  on  New 
Year's  Eve,  expresses  the  need  for  specific 
response  to  the  wonders  of  God.  We  adore, 
confess,  thank,  and  edify;  but,  these  have 
meaning  only  if  they  lead  us  to  give  sub- 
stance to  our  thought  with  the  commit- 
ment of  our  life.  Henry  David  Thoreau 
said,  "If  you  have  built  castles  in  the  air, 
your  work  need  not  be  lost;  that  is  where 
they  should  be.  Now  put  foundations 
under  them."  We  take  willingly  the  yoke  of 
Christ  upon  our  shoulders  as  we  face  the 
New  Year  and  anticipate  the  tomorrow 
that  beckons  from  beyond. 


Quality  Church  Windows  \7o\ 


HIGH  POINT 
GLASS  Cr  DECORATIVE  CO. 

A.  W.  Klemme,  Pres.  &  Mgr. 
Box  101  High  Point,  N.  C. 

Fiberglass  Baptistries  &  Spires 
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EDITORIAL 

Think,  Man!  Meditate  and  Reflect 


The  art  of  being  a  Christian  is  inextri- 
cably related  to  the  duty  of  using  our- 
selves, our  total  persons,  in  those  ways 
intended  by  the  Creator.  While  in  a  sense 
each  of  us  possesses  himself— mind,  body 
and  soul— in  another  sense  we  belong  to 
God.  As  the  Apostle  Paul,  a  theologian 
with  spartan  tendencies,  put  it:  "You  are 
not  your  own;  you  are  bought  with  a 
price." 

To  be  sure,  this  view  runs  counter  to  a 
popular  trend  of  modern  thought.  But  it 
does  not  run  counter  to  the  great  main- 
stream of  Christian  perspective.  This  per- 
spective includes  a  rather  specific  concept 
of  stewardship  which  says  that  all  things 
and  beings  belong  to  God;  man,  as  God's 
child,  is  accountable  to  Him  for  how  he 
uses  himself  (herself)  and  his  "posses- 
sions." What  we  are  and  have,  says  this 
view,  are  to  be  used  in  the  fulfillment  of- 
God's  purposes  for  us,  for  others,  and  for 
all  creation. 

Now,  dear  reader,  if  you  do  not  agree  at 
least  in  general  with  this  view,  you  might  as 
well  get  off  the  bus  here;  the  rest  of  the 
ride  will  be  boring  to  you  if  not  positively 
distasteful.  But  if  you  can,  stay  with  us  as 
we  seek  to  apply  the  above  concept  to  an 
important  area  of  our  lives. 

The  area  we  mean  has  to  do  with  the 
mind  and  the  intellect.  Anyone  who  looks 
around  at  the  countless  gadgets  and 
mechanical  devises  which  support  our 
sophisticated  culture  cannot  but  be  impres- 
sed by  the  cleverness  of  modern  man.  He 
has  ferretted  out  the  secrets  of  the  sciences 
with  a  zest  only  matched  by  a  beagle 
hound  on  the  fresh  trail  of  a  rabbit.  By 
"he"  we  really  mean  only  about  five  per- 
cent of  us.  The  other  95  percent  are  only 
using  what  we  have  bought  on  the  market 
and  but  dimly  understand  if  at  all. 

It  may  well  be  questioned  whether  the 
average  human  today  is  using  his  "thinking 
cap"  to  any  great  extent.  He  accepts  the 
moral  standards  of  his  peers.  He  has  infor- 


mation of  all  sorts  dished  out  to  him  in 
neat  predigested  packages.  Seldom  does  he 
venture  into  the  underbrush  of  ideas- 
in-the  -raw;  rather  he  chooses  to  have  them 
handed  to  him  in  capsules  ready  to  be 
swallowed  whole.  He  "thinks"  with  his 
glands  rather  than  with  his  brains. 

Americans  today  reportedly  place  more 
reliance  in  what  comes  to  them  through 
television  than  from  any  other  com- 
munications source.  This  fact  may  do  great 
credit  to  the  television  industry,  but  it 
probably  doesn't  enhance  the  status  of 
man  as  a  thinking  animal.  Why?  Because 
television  plays  so  much  upon  the  emo- 
tions. Its  pictures  come  and  go  with  such 
rapidity  that  there  is  no  time  to  get  more 
than  a  series  of  impressions.  Its  spoken 
words,  likewise,  fall  quickly  upon  the  ear 
and  than  are  gone  forever.  There  is  no  time  I 
to  think  about  what  is  seen  and  heard  in  I 
relation  to  truth,  to  justice,  to  right;  no 
time  to  compare,  to  evaluate,  to  put  words 
and  pictures  to  the  test.  If  most  of  our 
ideas  and  our  sets  of  values  are  derived 
from  radio  and  television,  we  could  wind 
up  with  a  distorted  image  of  life,  its  mean- 
ing, its  relationships,  its  basic  realities. 

Most  of  us  have  tended  to  become  cap- 
tives of  time  schedules,  and  we  have  largely 
exiled  ourselves  from  the  kind  of  leisure 
and  quiet  upon  which  thought  feeds.  Fur- 
thermore, we  have  been  weaned  away  from 
reading— except  for  a  quick  look  at  the 
newspaper  and  rapid  flip  through  a  popular 
magazine  or  two.  It  is  not  only  that  we  are 
reading  less,  but  that  we  are  reading  less 
and  less  of  the  meaty  sorts  of  printed  mat- 
ter. The  thoughts  of  the  great  minds  of  the 
ages  lie  locked  in  neglected  books  while  we 
spend  our  precious  little  reading  time  on 
sexy  thrillers  or  superficial  best  sellers. 

Surely  speculative  thought  and  prayer- 
ful meditation  are  among  the  highest 
expressions  of  life.  Perhaps  our  greatest 
tragedy  today  is  that  man  has  become  so 
fascinated  with  the  blinking  lights  and  the 
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whirring  wheels  of  his  pushbutton  exis- 
tence that  he  has  forgotten  how  to  think, 
to  speculate,  to  meditate,  to  worship.  He  is 
on  the  way  to  losing  sight  of  who  he  is  and 
for  what  ultimate  purpose  he  lives  out  his 
days  here. 

The  call  of  Christ  comes  to  different 
nations  and  ages  in  different  ways  depend- 
ing upon  the  special  needs  of  each  parti- 
cular time  and  place.  If  this  is  true,  surely 
Christ's  call  to  America  today  is  to  stop, 
look  and  listen!  Stop  the  wild  trajection 
down  the  road  of  life  without  much 
thought  about  where  we  are  going.  Look  to 


the  far  horizon  as  well  as  to  the  near  scene. 
Unglue  jut  eyes  from  our  television  sets 
long  enough  to  see  reality  and  to  view  the 
whole  of  life  on  the  larger  stage.  Listen  and 
listen  and  listen  until  we  hear  again  that 
Voice  of  God  so  often  drowned  out  by  the 
clatter  and  chatter  of  our  preoccupations 
and  preconceptions. 

Think,  man!  And  meditate  and  reflect! 
It  will  be  hard  to  do  and  it  will  hurt  for 
awhile  until  we  achieve  accommodation  to 
unaccustomed  ways.  But  the  end  result  will 
be  a  new-found  freedom  and  enlarged  ful- 
fillment. 


Bishop  Paul  Garber  Dies  At  73 


Bishop  Paul  N.  Garber  has  died  at 
Geneva,  Switzerland,  following  surgery. 
The  end  came  on  Monday,  Dec.  18,  after 
several  months  during  which  he  ex- 
perienced periods  of  severe  illness. 

Elected  a  bishop  in  1944,  he  served  in 
Geneva  from  then  until  1951  when  he  was 
assigned  to  the  Richmond  area  which  con- 
sisted of  the  Virginia  and  the  North 
Carolina  Conferences.  In  1964  the  area  was 
divided,  and  Bishop  Garber  was  appointed 
to  the  newly  formed  Raleigh  area  (North 
Carolina  Conference)  where  he  remained 
until  his  retirement  in  1968.  Therefore,  his 
service  as  episcopal  leader  of  the  United 
Methodists  in  the  eastern  half  of  North 


Carolina  extended  over  a  span  of  17 
years— one  of  the  longest  such  ministries  on 
record. 

However,  even  prior  to  his  election  as 
bishop,  he  was  related  for  many  years  to 
North  Carolina  as  a  teacher  and  as  dean  at 
Duke  University  and  its  Divinity  School. 
Born  at  New  Market,  Va.  in  1899,  he 
studied  at  Bridgewater  College  and  Crozer 
Theological  Seminary  and  then  received  his 
doctorate  in  philosophy  at  the  University 
of  Pennsylvania.  After  a  year  of  teaching  at 
Brown  University,  he  joined  the  faculty  of 
Duke  University  and  later  of  the  Duke 
Divinity  School,  becoming  dean  of  the 
latter  in  1941. 

Bishop  Garber  was  ordained  into  the 
ministry  in  1926  and  joined  the  Western 
North  Carolina  Conference  that  same  year. 

Upon  his  retirement  in  1968  he  re- 
turned to  Geneva  to  live. 

Funeral  services  were  held  in  the  Crema- 
tion Chapel  of  Geneva  on  Friday,  Dec.  22. 
He  was  preceded  in  death  by  his  first  wife, 
Orina  Winifred  Kidd.  Among  surviving  rela- 
tives are  his  widow,  Nina  Fontana  of 
Geneva. 
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1972  -  Year  of  Challenge 
for  United  Methodists 

BY  UNITED  METHODIST  INFORMATION 


If  any  single  word  could  characterize 
the  United  Methodist  Church  during  1972, 
it  would  be  "restructuring."  And  the  new 
processes  set  in  motion  during  the  year 
caused  waves  and  ripples  expected  to  last 
much  longer. 

The  restructuring  affected  such  areas  as: 
*Race,  with  elimination  of  the  last  all- 
black  conference  voted,  to  take  effect  in 
1973. 

*Race  also  with  a  brand  new  mix  of 
ethnic  representation  on  all  church  agen- 
cies. 

*Church-wide  boards,  where  the  newly 
mandated  conglomerations  are  still  trying 
to  sort  out  functions,  locations  and  staffs. 

*  Boards,  with  a  majority  of  "new 
voices"  still  finding  their  way  around  but 
seldom  hesitant  to  raise  questions. 

*Policy  positions,  with  a  new  setting  for 
the  church's  doctrinal  statements  and  a 
complete  revision  of  the  "social  creed." 

The  annual  conference  de-segregation 
decreed  by  the  General  Conference  missed 
completion  in  1972,  but  its  consummation 
by  the  mid-1973  deadline  was  assured  by 
the  November  votes  in  Mississippi's  two 
white  conferences  for  merger  plans  with 
the  co-terminous  black  conferences.  Earlier 
in  the  year,  mergers  had  taken  place  in 
South  Carolina,  South  Georgia,  Alabama 
and  West  Florida,  Arkansas  and  Oklahoma. 
This  meant,  above  the  local  church  level,  a 
virtual  end  to  the  racial  segregation  which 
has  existed  in  the  church  for  over  a  cen- 
tury, in  various  forms. 

MINORITIES  GAIN  VOTES 

For  the  first  time,  various  nationalities 
and  tribes  among  the  Hispanic,  Asian, 
Indian  and  black  ethnic  minorities  found 
themselves  represented  on  every  church- 
wide  agency.  This  afforded  greatly  in- 
creased acquaintance  not  only  across 
ethnic  lines  but  across  lines  within  ethnic 
groups  scattered  across  the  nation. 

At  the  same  time,  as  another  result  of 


General   Conference,   both   women  and 
youth   expanded   their   membership   on  j 
decision-making  units.   Action  was  com- 
pleted to  remove  the  21 -year  minimum  age 
for  lay  members  of  annual  conferences  and 
to  assure  two  young  voting  representatives  i 
there  from  each  district  (a  total  of  more  j( 
than  1,000). 

Women  not  only  gained  their  own 
"status  and  role"  commission  but  were.  I 
granted  one-third  representation  on  mosti 
agencies,  giving  lay  persons  generally  a.j 
two-to-one  edge.  This  included  places  onnll 
the  formerly  all-male  boards  dealing  withli  I 
publications,  chaplains  and  pensions.  Theyw 
also  launched  the  new  churchwide  Uniteddit 
Methodist  Women,  combining  the  Women's'sll 
Society  of  Christian  Service  and  WesleyarJ 
Service  Guild. 

Recommendations  from  the  four-yeai  \ 
study  of  board  structure  were  embattled  alijl 
nearly  every  point  during  General  Confer  | 
ences  but  emerged  with  few  major  upsets  jj 
Biggest  move  was  the  combining  of  nineel 
national  program  agencies  into  fouiul 
boards-Discipleship,  Global  Ministries  I 
Church  and  Society,  Higher  Education  ancllj 
Ministry-and  a  further  step  in  program 1 
coordination,  in  the  Council  on  Ministries 
Three  communications  groups  also  wer^j 
merged. 

While  the  extent  of  changes  for  thest 
agencies  ranged  from  minimal  to  massive 
all  spent  the  last  half  of  the  year  sorting 
out  the  pieces  and  were  bound  to  spenc 
more  time  in  that  process  in  1973.  Dis  1 
cipleship,  for  instance,  includes  the  forme  1 
Board  of  Evangelism  (Nashville)  and  th< 
Board  of  Laity  (from  Evanston),  two  divi  I 
sions  of  the  former  Board  of  Educatioi 
(Nashville)  and  the  former  Commission  or  I 
Worship  (no  headquarters  or  staff). 

This  and  most  other  boards  took  onb 
interim  actions  regarding  staff,  until  the}  I 
can  evaluate  the  steps  needed  for  coordi  I 
nating  their  puzzles.  Top  executives  of  twc  I 
boards  remain  to  be  picked.  The  task  als( 
involves   five   headquarters  cities,  and  ; 
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study  of  national  agency  space  needs  was 
set  in  motion. 

NEOPHYTES  NUMEROUS 

In  succession  to  an  earlier  Coordinating 
Council  and  then  a  Program  Council,  the 
new  General  Council  on  Ministries  (GCOM) 
is  to  serve  a  program  coordination  and 
planning  function.  As  1972  ended,  the 
Judicial  Council  had  ruled  that  some  of  the 
powers  granted  GCOM  by  the  General 
Conference  were  unconstitutional,  and  the 
question  of  whether  and  how  much  this 
impaired  GCOM  functions  was  as  yet 
unanswered. 

Those  "new  voices"  were  coming  not 
only  from  ethnic  groups  and  women  and 
youth,  but  also  at  times  from  white  and 
middle-aged  and  ministers  who  were  new 
to  board  positions.  The  change,  probably 
unprecedented,  was  exemplified  by  one 
agency  only  10  of  whose  80  members  had 
served  on  the  same  board  previously. 

As  the  boards  organized  during  the  fall, 
attendance  and  participation  ran  high. 
Many  of  the  "new  people"  were  taking 
sharp  looks  at  what  had  been  done  before 
and  what  was  being  proposed,  refusing  to 
take  anything  for  granted.  A  number  of 
old-timers  were  heard  to  say  that  they'd 
"wait  and  see"  whether  the  "new  broom 
sweeps  clean"  spirit  would  endure. 

Several  annual  conferences  also  re- 
structured themselves  this  year,  as  did  the 
two  jurisdictions  which  have  extensive 
organizations— Southeastern  and  South 
Central. 

Denominational  stances  on  doctrine  and 
social  beliefs  also  were  focal  points  of 
General  Conference  debate  in  April.  The 
Social  Principles  replace  regularly  revised 
statements  dating  back  to  1908  and  for  the 
first  time  embody  a  "social  creed"  suitable 
for  use  in  worship.  The  doctrinal  state- 
ment, adopted  overwhelmingly,  did  not 
replace  or  revise  traditional  beliefs  but  set 
up  guidelines  of  Scripture,  Christian  tradi- 
tion, experience  and  reason  in  order  to 
help  church  members  understand  their 
beliefs  and  to  apply  them  in  living. 

FUNDS  SHOW  CONCERN 

Other  highlights  included  exceeding  the 
$13  million  mark  in  contributions  to  the 


quadrennial  Fund  for  Reconciliation  and 
passing  the  1,000  mark  in  volunteers  on 
special  projects  under  the  fund.  Tragedies 
in  Bangladesh  brought  offerings  of  more 
than  $1.4  million,  and  devastating  U.S. 
floods  led  to  offerings  of  more  than  $1.2 
million  for  relief  of  suffering. 

Ecumenically,  the  General  Conference 
reaffirmed  United  Methodist  participation 
in  the  World  and  National  Councils  of 
Churches  and  the  Consultation  on  Church 
Union:  approved  initiation  of  dialogue 
with  Jewish  communities  and  supported 
the  inter-faith  evangelistic  effort  of  "Key 
'73." 

The  UM  Publishing  House's  Cokesbury 
stores  became  the  retail  outlets  for  United 
Presbyterian  and  United  Church  of  Christ 
materials  as  well.  The  UM  engage  and  UCC 
social  action  magazines  merged  at  year's 
end. 

The  church  also  selected  19  new  bis- 
hops, out  of  45  active  in  the  U.S.,  and 
assigned  10  others  to  new  geographic  areas, 
the  greatest  shift  of  leadership  in  more 
than  a  decade.  Three  new  bishops  were 
elected  in  Africia  and  India. 

Total  membership  of  the  denomination 
dropped  to  1 0,334,521 ,  continuing  a  trend 
that  began  in  1 966. 


Our  Sixth  Holy  Land  Tour 

HOLYLAND  HOLIDAY-NINE  DAYS 

Israel  Syria 
Jordan  Lebanon 
S686.00 

Departing  Charlotte-March  5,  1973 
Write  or  call 
Rev.  &  Mrs.  William  A.  Rock,  Jr. 
New  Hope  United  Methodist  Church 
4693  Andrews  Drive 
Winston  Salem,  N.C.  27106 
Phone  919-924-21 10 


STAINED  GLASS  WINDOWS 

DIRECT  ARTIST  TO  CUSTOMER  TRANSACTIONS 


SKETCHES  &  BUDGET  PRICES  ON  REQUEST 
ALL  STYLES  LEADED  GLASS  —  FACETED  GLASS 
EXPERIENCED  SINCE  1946 


GENTRY    STAINED    GLASS  STUDIOS 

P.O.  BOX  4022      WINSTON-SALEM.  N.  C 
PHONE  969-5000 
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National  Council  Adopts 
Reorganization  Proposals 


The  General  Assembly  of  the  National 
Council  of  Churches  held  its  final  session 
Dec.  3-7  at  Dallas.  One  hundred  and 
twenty-five  United  Methodists  were  among 
the  750-member  representatives  of  thirty- 
three  denominations  who  ordered  a  drastic 
restructuring  of  the  22-year-old  ecumenical 
council.  It  also  passed  numerous  resolu- 
tions. Among  other  actions  the  council: 

FORMALLY  LAUNCHED  plans  for 
reorganizing  the  National  Council  along 
lines  that  will  increase  flexibility  and  help 
speed  ways  to  get  things  done. 

PLACED  AUTHORITY  for  policy- 
making in  the  hands  of  a  347-member 
Governing  Board,  which  will  hold  two  busi- 
ness meetings  a  year  instead  of  the  former 
(250-member)  General  Board's  three. 

ENSURED  broader  representation  on 
the  board  by  setting  quotas  for  women 
(one-fourth  of  the  membership);  for  lay 
persons  (one-half)  for  youth  under  age  28 
(one-eighth); 

SPECIFIED  that  racial  and  ethnic  repre- 
sentation on  the  board  should  reflect  the 
racial  and  ethnic  make-up  of  each  denomi- 
nation. 

APPROVED  the  NCC  restructure  task 
force's  plan  to  create  five  sections  for  the 
board  to  deal  separately  with  such  con- 
cerns as  human  need,  renewal,  culture, 
Christian  unity,  and  systemic  change. 

STIPULATED  that  general  financial 
support  for  the  Council  come  from  mem- 
ber denominations  on  a  basis  of  assessment 
according  to  denominational  income,  and 

PROVIDED  that  financial  support  for 
programs  be  based  on  member  denomina- 
tion options,  with  each  free  to  participate 
or  not  in  any  given  program  mandated  by 
the  board. 

ELECTED  AND  INSTALLED  the  Rev. 
W.  Sterling  Cary,  New  York  City,  United 
Church  of  Christ  official,  and  a  Black  as 
NCC  President  for  the  next  three  years,  to 
succeed  Dr.  Cynthia  C.  (Mrs.  Theodore  0.) 
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Wedel. 

RE-ELECTED  Dr.  R.H.  Edwin  Espy  as 
General  Secretary  who  earlier  announced 
plans  to  retire  from  the  post  at  the  end  of 
1973. 

Among  speakers  on  the  program  were 
Dr.  Colin  Williams,  Dean  of  the  Yale  Divi- 
nity School;  Dr.  David  Hubbard,  president 
of  Fuller  Theological  Seminary;  Bishop; 
Patrick  Flores  of  the  Roman  Catholic  San 
Antonio  Archdiocese ;  Imamu  Amiri  Baraka 
Black  poet  also  known  as  Leroi  Jones;  Dr. 
Margaret  Mead,  anthropologist  and  author; 
Dr.  George  Rupp  of  the  University  of  Red-i 
lands;  and  Dr.  Preston  Williams  of  thee 
Harvard  Divinity  School. 

Meetings  of  groups  and  caucuses  occu- 
pied much  of  the  attention  of  the  represen- 
tatives. Identifiable  groups  were  caucuses^ 
of  blacks,  Africans,  Asians,  Latins,  Amer- 
ican Indians,  women,  local  and  regional 
ecumenists,  Middle-East  concerned, 
Roman  Catholics,  denominational  and 
other  strategy  groups.  One  report  described 
the  Assembly  as  one  "of  enormous  paper 
flow."  Caucuses  produced  written  reports 
and  suggestions  to  which  considerable 
attention  was  paid. 

A  policy  statement  was  adopted  on  the 
Indochina  War  and  Healing  the  Divisions  of 
the  Nation  (arising  out  of  it).  Other  resolu- 
tions adopted  were  on  1)  First  Amendment 
Rights  to  Information;  2)  Racial  Tensions 
and  Violence  in  the  Armed  Forces;  3)' 
Policy  toward  Southern  Africa;  4)  Medical 
Aid  to  Indochina;  5)  Concern  for  Justice  in 
the  Middle  East;  6)  The  Rights  of  Children; 
7)  Non-use  of  Iceberg  Lettuce;  8)  Conspi- 
racy Indictments  against  protesters  at  the 
Republican  National  Convention;  9) 
Continuing  Education  of  Pastors;  10)  The 
Drug  Traffic  in  the  United  States;  11) 
Peace  in  Indochina;  12)  Human  Rights;  13)i 
Military  Force  and  Foreign  Policy;  14) 
Approval  of  a  Christmas  Campaign  called 
"For  the  Victims";  and  15)  Approval  of  a 


Washington  Convocation  sponsored  by  the 
American  Friends  Service  Committee  and 
Clergy  and  Laity  Concerned. 

Some  of  these  policy  statements  will  be 
treated  in  detail  in  future  issues. 

Bennett  College 
Begins  $3  Million 
Fund  Drive 

Bennett  College  will  began  celebration 
of  its  100th  Anniversary  in  January  of 
1973.  The  predominantly  black  institution 
was  founded  in  1873.  It  is  one  of  the  few 
institutions  whose  founding  was  inspired 
by  black  leadership  after  the  Civil  War 
Period.  The  Centennial  Observance  will 
commemorate  the  history  of  the  college 
while  at  the  same  time  projections  will  be 
made  for  present  and  future  campus 
development. 

President  of  the  college  for  women,  Dr. 
Isaac  H.  Miller  addressed  the  entire  campus 
community  at  a  special  assembly  in  the 
Annie  Merner  Pfeiffer  Chapel  on  December 
7  to  announce  forthcoming  activities  and 
the  overall  purpose  of  the  1973  year. 

"Next  year,  we  want  to  share  with  the 
country  our  pride  in  the  fact  that  Bennett 
College  has  survived  for  one-hundred  years 
and  is  preparing  to  begin  another.  We  want 
to  share  our  future  objectives  with  the 
community  about  the  re-evaluating  of  our 
academic  and  co-curricular  programs.  At 
the  same  time  we  will  be  undertaking  a 
massive  restoration  and  beautification 
program  of  the  campus,"  he  stated. 

Dr.  Miller  took  this  opportunity  to 
announce  that  the  first  item  on  his  list  of 
priorities  was  the  erection  of  a  modern 
Health  Center.  At  present  the  facility  is 
located  in  the  oldest  building  on  the  cam- 
pus, Kent  Hall. 

The  Centennial  Observance  has  four 
major  thrusts:  cultural  emphasis,  campus 
improvement,  program  evaluation  and 
renewal,  and  a  fund  campaign. 

In  May  of  1973,  the  College  will  under- 
take a  three-year  Capital  Fund  Campaign 


for  $3  million.  Already  several  commit- 
ments have  been  made.  Dr.  Miller 
announced  these  at  the  assembly. 

"I  have  received  a  commitment  for 
$100,000  with  a  major  grant  of  $50,000 
from  Burlington  Industries  with  the  pro- 
vision that  an  additional  $50,000  be  raised 
from  other  sources,"  he  explained. 

He  further  stated  that  the  provision  had 
been  met.  The  R.  J.  Reynolds  Company  of 
Winston  Salem,  N.C.  gave  $25,000  and  the 
Board  of  Education  of  the  United  Meth- 
odist Church  contributed  the  other. 

Included  in  the  campus  improvement 
program  is  the  refurbishment  and  redeco- 
rating of  four  residence  halls  made  possible 
by  the  Woman's  Home  Missionary 
Society's  grant  of  $45,000. 

Dr.  Miller  presented  Mrs.  Blanche  Rai- 
ford,  who  retired  from  the  faculty  in  May 
of  1972,  to  the  audience.  She  is  serving  as 
chairman  of  the  Centennial  Sterring 
Committee  which  is  directing  the  planning 
of  activities  for  the  corning  year. 

Notice  To  WNCC 
Active  Pastors 

Because  of  the  shift  to  a  calendar  fiscal 
year,  some  charge  treasurers  are  confused 
about  the  pastor's  portion  of  the  hospital- 
ization fund  which  is  to  be  paid  by  the 
charge.  It  is,  by  vote  of  the  1972  session  of 
Annual  Conference,  set  at  $180.00  per 
minister  for  calendar  year  1973.  It  is  due 
quarterly  on  January  1,  April  1,  July  1, 
and  October  1  of  1973,  and  is  to  be  paid  to 
the  W.N.C.  Conference  Treasurer,  P.  O. 
Box  1273,  Charlotte,  N.C.  28201. 

G.  G.  Adams,  Jr.,  Group  Treasurer 
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Church  and  Society 


(John  M.  Meares) 

Human  Relations  Day,  January  28, 
1973,  is  a  new  special  day  in  the  United 
Methodist  Church.  It  is  a  day  of  opportun- 
ity for  every  member  to  share  in  a  venture 
of  helping  each  other  to  be  more  human— 
and  human  in  the  sense  of  the  Christian 
good  news. 

The  1972  General  Conference  approved 
Human  Relations  Day  to  be  observed  on  or 
near  the  last  Sunday  in  January.  It  is  to  be 
a  day  to  develop  an  appreciation  for  the 
pluralism— the  many  groups— in  our  society 
and  to  confront  the  need  for  self-develop- 
ment and  fulfillment  of  all  segments  of  our 
society. 

The  offering  on  Human  Relations  Day 
is  to  support  four  programs  of  self-develop- 
ment  by  minority  groups.  Three  of  these 
programs  are  the  continuation  of  programs 
launched  by  the  Fund  for  Reconciliation 
during  the  last  quadrennium.  The  offering 
is  not  a  "handout"  charity  gift,  but  rather 
it  is  seed  money  for  programs  for  self-de- 
velopment among  minority  groups. 
Through  this  offering  persons  are  helped  to 
help  themselves. 

This  day  should  not  be  thought  of  as 
just  a  day  for  the  taking  of  an  offering,  but 


human 
relations 

raday 
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a  day  in  which  we  study  and  seek  undei 
standing  of  the  Christian  concept  o 
brotherhood,  and  the  Christian  obligation 
to  be  our  brother's  keeper,  guardian,  and 
friend. 

Human  Relations  Day  is  more  than  an 
offering.  It  also  calls  to  the  church  to  face 
the  reality  of  the  pluralism  of  the  societ; 
in  which  we  live,  a  society  of  divers* 
groups.  Because  of  this  there  are  barriers  o 
various  types  such  as  those  of  class,  wealth 
and  poverty,  generations,  culture  and  lan 
guage  as  well  as  racial  barriers.  Minority 
groups  deserve  equal  rights  with  the  major 
ity.  Human  Relations  Day  should  conve] 
the  necessity  of  the  breaking  down  of  thes< 
walls  or  barriers  and  emphasize  the  unity 
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The  Fourth  'R' 

I  was  reading  in  a  book  the  other  night 
about  the  4  r's  -readin,'  'riting,  'rithme- 
thic,  and  relations.  I  know  we  have  heard 
about  the  three  Vs"  all  of  our  lives.  But 
the  fourth  "r"  we  have  just  taken  it  for 
granted.  This  relations  that  this  writer  was 
talking  about  makes  sense,  because  he  was 
talking  about  human  relations.  You  know, 
my  getting  along  with  you  and  your  getting 
along  with  others  and  all  of  us  getting 
along  together.  That's  not  easy  and  can 
only  come  about  with  a  lot  of  lovin',  a  lot 
of  forgivin',  and  a  lot  of  prayin'.  We  are  all 
good  at  getting  along  with  those  we  want 
to  get  along  with,  but  I  am  talking  about 
everybody. 

Sunday,  January  28  we  will  be  obser- 
ving a  new  date  with  a  new  opportunity 
and  responsibility-Human  Relations  Day. 
This  can  be  a  time  to  check  your  activities 
in  the  Human  Relations  Commission  in 
your  area,  or  a  time  to  have  someone  from 
a  minority  group  participate  in  one  of  your 
services.  It  could  be  a  time  for  just  some 
families  trying  to  bring  about  reconci- 
liation in  their  own  home.  There  is  not 
much  right  about  telling  someone  how  to 
live  and  how  to  forgive  without  ever  trying 
it  ourselves. 

There  is  to  be  a  special  offering  received 
and  the  goal  is  $1  million  to  be  divided  as 
follows: 

$375,000-Voluntary  Service  Program 
340,000-Community   developers  with 

minority  groups 

35 ,000-Police   Community  Relations 

Program 

25  0,000-to  train  American  Indians, 
Hispanic,  and  other  minority  groups 


the  oneness  and  the  interrelatedness  of  all 
groups  within  the  human  race. 

Our  Christian  faith  impels  us  to  move 
our  "where  cross  the  crowded  ways  of 
life."  If  you  were  given  the  opportunity  to 


These  projects  were  designated  by  the 
General  Conference.  Make  plans  now  to 
observe  Human  Relations  Day  in  a  mean- 
ingful way  and  give  your  people  an  oppor- 
tunity to  make  a  commitment  to  others 
and  give  to  others. 

Children's 
Ministry 

(F.  BELTON  JOYNER,  JR.) 


The  Day  Care  Packet  prepared  by  our 
Conference  is  now  available  and  being 
mailed  to  those  persons  who  request  it 
(free  of  charge).  It  contains  twelve  items  of 
special  interest  to  churches  thinking  about 
getting  into  a  Day  Care  Ministry. 

(1)  "Day  Care  for  Children,  A  Chal- 
lenge to  the  Churches". ..statement  by  Dr. 
Thelma  Arnote 

(2)  Steps  in  Starting  Day  Care 

(3)  Selected  Resources  on  Develop- 
ment and  Administration 

(4)  Some  Resources  to  Borrow  or  Buy 

(5)  Proposal  on  Equipment  and  Suppl- 
ies for  Child  Development  Center 

(6)  Equipment  as  It  Relates  to  Program 

(7)  Report  of  an  Innovation  in  Church 
Education. ..a  look  at  one  Day  Care  pro- 
gram 

(8)  Manly  Street  Day  School.. .report  of 
an  urban  day  care  program 

(9)  Jonesboro  Day  Care  Center. ..report 
of  a  suburban  day  care  program 

(Continued  on  page  14) 


share  with  some  persons  who  are  seeking  to 
rise  above  dehumanizing  conditions  and 
influences  of  our  society,  wouldn't  you 
accept  that  opportunity  quickly?  May  we 
share  through  the  Human  Relations  Day 
offering. 
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Children's  Ministry 
(Continued  from  page  13) 

(10)  A  Rural  Day  Care  Program... - 
report  to  be  added  to  the  packet  at  a  later 
date 

(11)  Volunteer  Program  Sample  Letter 

(12)  Day  Care  Consultants. ..list  of  con- 
sultants from  the  State  Department  of 
Social  Services 

If  you  would  like  a  copy  of  these  mater- 
ials, write  Children's  Ministry,  P.O.  Box 
10955,  Raleigh,  North  Carolina  27605. 
A  NEW  FILM. ..RABBIT 

TRAFCO  has  a  new  movie  of  interest  to 
workers  with  children.  "Rabbit"  is  a  story 
of  a  nine-year  old  boy  who  has  to  face  up 
to  the  fact  that  he  is  responsible  for  the 
death  of  his  pet  rabbit.  A  moving  story, 
"Rabbit"  raises  important  questions  about 
children  who  have  to  make  "grown-up  de- 
cisions." Ultimately,  the  boy  discovers 
something  of  what  it  means  to  be  an  adult. 

"Rabbit"  is  produced  as  a  children's 
film  and  could  be  used  in  a  number  of  set- 
tings: family  night,  church  school  class, 
special  session,  Scout  groups,  Confirmation 
classes,  U.M.Y.F.'s,  etc.  The  rental  fee  is 
$4.00.  Write  TRAFCO,  P.O.  Box  10955, 
Raleigh,  North  Carolina  27605. 


IDEAS  IN  CHILDREN'S  BOOKS 

Our  books  for  children  have  frequently 
failed  to  include  selections  which  tell  some 
of  the  exciting  stories  of  the  .contributions 
Blacks  have  made  to  our  society.  Here  are 
some  choices  you  might  want  to  consider. 
(Order  from  Cokesbury,  Fifth  and  Grace 
Streets,  Richmond,  Virginia  23216.) 

Harriet  Tubman:  Conductor  on  the 
Underground  Railroad  by  Ann  Petry,  Arch- 
way Paperback,  1955.  75c\  (ages  10  and 
up) 

The  Story  of  Phyllis  Wheatley  by  Shir- 
ley Graham,  Archway  Paperback,  1960. 
604  (ages  1 0  and  up) 

Arthur  Ashe,  Tennis  Champion  by 
Louie  Robinson,  Jr.,  Archway  Paperback, 
1970.  604.  (ages  10  and  up) 

Martin  Luther  King,  the  Peaceful  War- 
rior by  Ed  Clayton,  Archway  Paperback, 
1969.  604  (ages  10  and  up) 

Charlotte  Fort  en,  Free  Black  Teacher 
by  Esther  Douty,  Garrard  Publishing  Com- 
pany, 1971.  $2.79  (ages  9  to  12) 

Two  Tickets  to  Freedom  by  Florence 
Freedman,  Simon  and  Schuster,  1971. 
$4.50  (ages  9  to  12) 

The  Black  Man  in  America  by  Florence 
Jakcoson,  Franlin  Watts,  Inc.,  1971.  $3.75 
(ages  8  to  12) 


Music  Ministry 

(F.  Belton  Joyner,  Jr.) 

HYMN  OF  THE  MONTH 
SELECTIONS 

Each  year,  United  Methodist  resources 
have  suggestions  for  introducing  and  enjoy- 
ing a  "hymn  of  the  month."  Watch  church 
school  resources  and  other  publications  for 
these  hints.  Here  is  the  list  for  1973: 

December  1972:  "Let  All  Mortal  Flesh 
Keep  Silence"  (324,  Book  of  Hymns) 

January:  "The  City  Is  Alive,  O  God" 
(not  in  Book  of  Hymns) 

February:  "What  Grace,  O  Lord,  and 
Beauty  Shone"  (US,  Book  of  Hymns) 

March:  "Immortal  Love,  Forever  Full" 
(157,  158,  Book  of  Hymns) 


April:  "Were  You  There"  (436,  Book  of 
Hymns) 

May:  "Look  Ye  Saints"  (453,  Book  of 
Hymns) 

June:  "One  Holy  Church  of  God 
Appears"  (296,  Book  of  Hymns) 

July:  "New  Every  Morning  is  the  Love" 
(499 Book  of  Hymns) 

August:  "God  Moves  in  a  Mysterious 
Way"  (215,  Book  of  Hymns) 
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September:  "God  of  our  Life"  (47, 
Book  of  Hymns) 

October:  "How  Firm  a  Foundation" 
(48,  Book  of  Hymns) 

November:   "0  God  of  Light,  Thy 
Word,  a  Lamp"  (371 ,  Book  of  Hymns) 
ANOTHER  LOOK  AT  ROCK  MUSIC 

"More  than  a  form  of  entertainment, 
rock  music  plays  a  vital  role  in  shaping  the 
life  styles  of  the  young."  Pamela  Owens 


Youth  Ministry 


(F.  Belton  Joyner,  Jr.) 

ANOTHER  WORD  ABOUT 
"THE  YOU  MINISTRY" 


The  new  film  "The  You  Ministry"  tells 
about  conference  opportunities  in  youth 
ministry:  Senior  High  Workshop,  Junior 
High  Workshop,  Trail  Hike,  United 
Nations-Washington  Study  Tour,  Aquatics 
Camp,  Youth  Music  Workshop,  A.C.S., 
Rally  Day,  etc.  You  can  obtain  it  from 
TRAFCO.  At  the  present  time,  the  film  is 
available  only  in  "Super  8."  It  should  be 
no  problem  to  borrow  a  home  projector 
from  someone  in  the  community.  The 
sound  for  the  movie  is  on  cassette  tape. 
Write  TRAFCO,  P.  O.  Box  10955,  Raleigh, 
North  Carolina  27605. 


has  written  an  article  on  "Rock:  the 
Theology  of  the  Young"  in  the  current 
issue  off  Youth  Leader.  Persons  who  work 
with  youth  and  music  can  get  some  clues 
into  the  impact  of  rock  music  in  the  lives 
of  youth.  Youth  Leader  (you  are  looking 
for  the  winter  1972-1973  issue)  is  available 
from  Cokesbury  and  can  be  ordered  along 
with  your  regular  Church  School  curri- 
culum order. 


UNITED  NATIONS-WASHINGTON 
STUDY  TOUR 

The  1973  U.N.-Washington  Study  Tour 
for  Senior  Highs  will  be  March  10-16.  Each 
district  will  have  three  delegates  and  the 
other  five  places  will  be  given  out  to  dis- 
tricts on  a  pro  rata  basis  according  to  how 
many  youth  apply.  Application  forms  will 
be  mailed  to  pastors,  local  coordinators  of 
youth  ministry,  and  youth  Presidents.  If 
you  would  like  an  application  form,  write 
Youth  Ministry,  P.  0.  Box  10955,  Raleigh, 
North  Carolina  27605.  A  selection  com- 
mittee within  each  district  chooses  the 
youth  to  attend  from  that  district. 


THERE  ARE  SOME  CHANGES 
IN  YOUR  LIFETIME! 

Oh,  yes!  There  have  been  some  changes 
in  the  Lifetime  Cassette  Tape  Series.  It  has 
been  an  effort  to  interpret  contemporary 
youth  culture  through  music  and  inter- 
views with  popular  entertainers  and  young 
people.  Feedback  from  subscribers  indi- 
cates that  a  new  dimension  is  called  for: 
discussion  of  major  issues  of  the  day  Also, 
more  helps  for  group  usage  will  be  pro- 
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vided  with  the  cassette  tapes.  The  series 
will  consist  of  six  cassettes  a  year.  The 
price  is  $27.75.  Individual  tapes  are  $5.25. 
Order  from  the  Service  Department,  P.  0. 
Box  871,  Nashville,  Tennessee  37202.  A 
descriptive  leaflet  is  available  from  Youth 
Ministry,  P.  O.  Box  10955,  Raleigh,  North 
Carolina  27605. 

THINKING  AHEAD  ABOUT 
CURRICULUM  RESOURCES 

In  September  1973,  The  United  Meth- 
odist Church  will  provide  some  new  pos- 
sibilities in  youth  curriculum  resources. 
Real  and  New  Creation  will  be  replaced  by 
a  new  resource  which  will  be  usable  by 
youth  from  the  9th  grade  through  the  1 2th 
grade.  Explore  will  continue  as  a  Junior 
High  resource.  The  Youth  Bible  Series  will 
be  available  at  the  same  time,  beginning  a 


series  of  resources  which  will  examine  the 
content  of  the  Bible.  You  will  have  more 
choices  among  which  to  choose  the  best 
resources  for  the  youth  in  your  situation. 
All  of  the  youth  resources  will  follow 
guidelines  recently  laid  down  for  all  cur- 
riculum resources  for  youth:  (1)  controlled 
readability,  (2)  simplicity  of  structure  in 
leadership  resources,  (3)  realistic  quantity 
of  material,  (4)  appropriate  use  of  the 
Bible,  and  (5)  a  variety  of  theological  view- 
points. 

YOUTH  SERVICE  FUND 

Need  some  hints  of  ways  to  raise  money 
for  the  Youth  Service  Fund?  Write  Youth 
Ministry,  P.  0.  Box  10955,  Raleigh,  North 
Carolina  27605.  Youth  Service  Fund  is  a 
mutual  ministry  of  United  Methodist 
youth  across  the  country,  an  extension  of 
their  concern  for  persons  in  need. 


Leader  Development  Resource 
System  Now  Available 

CP.  Morris 
Associate  Director-Nurture 
and  Training 

A  Leader  Development  Resource 
System  for  the  local  church,  the  culmina- 
tion of  two  and  one-half  years  of  develop- 
ment and  testing  by  the  Section  of  Local 
Church  Education,  Board  of  Discipleship, 
has  just  come  from  the  press,  and  is  edited 
by  Dr.  James  E.  Alexander,  formerly 
general  editor  and  chief  administrator  of 
the  widely  used  Resource  System  for  the 
Council  on  Ministries. 

"The  Leader  Development  Resource 
System  is  intended  to  help  the  local  church 
build  a  program  to  develop  leaders.  To 
accomplish  this,  it  must  have  a  plan  (1)  to 
decide  what  leaders  it  needs;  (2)  to  locate 
those  leaders;  (3)  to  enlist  the  right  persons 
for  the  specific  jobs;  and  (4)  to  prepare  and 
support  these  persons  in  the  work  they 
have  been  asked  to  do. 
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"Although  it  is  obvious  that  all 
churches  need  capable  leadership  if  they 
are  to  be  effective  servants  of  the  gospel,  it 
is  not  always  as  obvious  that  they  need  to 
develop  a  systematic  program  for  develop- 
ing leaders.  Apparently  some  persons  feel 
that  good  leaders  just  'happen'  in  the 
church  with  no  special  effort  towards  culti- 
vation and  development.  An  attempt  is 
made  here  to  stimulate  your  awareness  of 
this  need  for  a  program  of  leader  develop- 
ment and  to  suggest  ways  of  creating  such 
a  program  in  your  church.  These  are  not 
the  only  ways— but  just  some  of  the 
ways— that  this  job  can  be  done. 

"This  booklet  is  one  component  in  a 
unified  series  of  guidance  materials  for 
leadership  development  in  the  local  church. 
It  is  intended  for  use  in  all  sizes  and  types 
of  churches.  Individual  users  may  find  that 
some  parts  of  it  will  apply  to  their  situa- 
tion more  than  do  others.  Accordingly, 
users  are  encouraged  to  adopt  this  resource 
system  to  their  own  congregational 
needs. "-James  E.  Alexander,  General 
Editor 

This  Leader  Development  Resource  System 
consists  of  eight  manuals  as  follows: 
—Handbook:  Finding  and  Training  Leaders 
in  the  Local  Church  by  the  late  Rev. 
Harold  D.  Minor. 

Contents:  Leaders  are  People;  What 
Does  a  Leader  Do?;  Leaders  are  Crucial  to 
Ministry;  Leaders  can  be  Developed;  Re- 
cruiting Leaders. 

-Designing  Your  System  for  Leader 
Development  by  Dr.  George  E.  Koehler. 

Contents:  Getting  Started;  Thinking 
about  Leader  Development;  Studying  a 
Leader  Development  System;  Designing 
Your  Own  Leader  Development  System; 
Getting  Your  System  Approved. 

—Developing  and  Maintaining  a  Person- 
nel Information  System  by  Dr.  J.  Irvin 
McDonough. 

Contents:  Locating  Responsibility  for 
Developing  and  Maintaining  the  System; 
Determining  the  Amount  and  Type  of 
Information  Needed;  Types  of  Personnel 
Information  Instruments  in  Current  Use; 
Gathering  and   Tabulating  Information; 


Using  a  Personnel  Information  System; 
What  They  Say. 

-Recruiting  and  Assigning  Leaders  by 
John  D.  Rozeboom. 

Contents:  Understanding  and  Promo- 
ting Leader  Development  in  the  Church; 
Finding  leader  Skills  Within  the  Congrega- 
tion; Identifying  Jobs  to  be  Filled;  Writing 
Job  Descriptions;  Matching  Needs  and 
Talents;  A  Ministry  for  Each  Member;  A 
Leader  for  Each  Job;  Using  Community 
Leaders;  Recruiting  for  Leadership;  Train- 
ing Recruiters  to  Visit;  Relationship  to 
Committee  on  Nominations  and  Personnel; 
Using  Resources. 

—Training  Teachers  and  Group  Leaders 
by  Rosalie  Jenkins  Lawson. 

Contents:  Distinctive  Characteristics  of 
the  Training  Responsibility;  Training  Pos- 
sibilities for  the  Local  Church;  Preservice 
Training;  Models  and  Functions;  In-Service 
Training;  Continuing  Supervision;  Inter- 
personal Relations;  Enrichment  and  Mo- 
rale; Utilization  of  Resources. 

-Training  People  to  be  Administrators 
and  Supervisors  by  Edwin  T.  Upton. 

Contents:  Preservice  Training;  In- 
Service  Training;  Patterns  of  Administra- 
tion and  Supervision;  Planning  and  Organ- 
izing Work;  Interpersonal  Relationship  On 
and  Off  the  Job;  Utilizing  Resources  With- 
in the  Congregation  and  in  the  Com- 
munity. 

—Training  Board,  Council,  and  Com- 
mittee Members  by  Joseph  Taylor. 

Contents:  Functions  of  Participative 
Leadership;  Group  Life  Maintenance; 
Developing  a  Training  Program;  Using  Con- 
nectional  Resources. 

-Training  Leaders  for  a  Community 
Ministry  by  William  R.  Voelkel. 

Contents:  Defining  a  Community  Min- 
istry; Finding  People  for  This  Ministry; 
Equipping  People  for  This  Ministry;  Sup- 
porting People  in  This  Ministry;  Learning 
to  Grow  in  This  Ministry. 

Cost:  The  eight  manuals  sell  for  65 
cents  each.  The  complete  set  with  vinyl 
binder  sells  for  $4.95.  These  may  be  order- 
ed from  the  Service  Department,  P.O.  Box 
871 ,  Nashville,  Tennessee  37202. 
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New  Resources  For  Your  Use 


The  following  resources  edited  in  the 
Division  of  Curriculum  Resources  are  avail- 
able from  Cokesbury  in  your  area. 

Leader's  Guide  to  Doctrine  and  Doc- 
trinal Statements,   by  John  P.  Gilbert 
(Graded  Press.  30  cents).  This  sixteen-page 
guide  to  the  use  of  Doctrine  and  Doctrinal 
Statements  of  The   United  Methodist 
Church  (40  cents),  approved  by  the  1972 
General  Conference,  is  planned  to  enable 
leaders  to  become  familiar  with  the  state- 
ments and  their  implications.  It  provides  a 
special  study  resource  for  youth  and 
adults.  Guidance  is  planned  for  six  sessions, 
each  anticipated  to  be  from  forty-five 
minutes  to  one  hour  long. 

Leader's  Guide  to  Social  Principles  of 
The  United  Methodist  Church,  by  John  P. 
Gilbert  (Graded  Press.  20  cents).  This 
eight-page  guide  to  the  Social  Principles 
Statements,  adopted  by  the  recent  General 
Conference,  is  designed  to  assist  leaders  in 
local  churches  to  study  the  new  statement. 
It  is  planned  to  provide  guidance  for  six 
sessions  of  forty-five  minutes  to  one  hour 
in  length  for  classes  of  youth  and/or  adults. 
Students  will  use  as  their  study  book  a 
copy  of  Social  Principles  of  The  United 
Methodist  Church  (20  cents). 

Ecclesia.  Simulation  game,  including 
program  cards,  game  plan  poster,  score- 
board poster,  team  placards,  33  1/3  rpm 
sound  sheet  and  leader's  guide  (Graded 
Press.  $6.75).  This  game  involves  the  parti- 
cipants in  planning  a  congregation's  minis- 
try and  evaluating  the  results  of  the  plan- 
ning. There  are  three  teams:  one  respon- 
sible for  bringing  each  person  to  the  point 
of  affirming  his  personal  Christian  faith;  a 
second  pressing  the  church  to  become 
more  active  in  social  service  in  the  world; 
and  a  third  saying  that  what  we  need  most 
in  both  church  and  world  are  reconciliation 
and  a  sense  of  unity  across  our  differences. 
The  teams  are  designated  by  the  words 
Faith,  Action,  Unity. 

Music  for  Kindergartners,  Volume  I. 
One  33  1/3  rpm  stereo  recording,  leader's 


guide.  (Graded  Press.  $4.95).  Music  for 
Kindergartners  contains  stories,  songs,  and 
instrumental  music  for  use  by  kindergarten 
children  and  their  teachers  as  well  as  par- 
ents with  young  children.  Volume  I  is  to  be 
used  in  the  winter  of  1972-73.  Volume  II 
(to  be  released  later)  contains  material  for 
summer,  1973. 

Guess  Who's  Here?  God!  One  33  1/3 
rpm  stereo  recording,  leader's  guide 
(Graded  Press.  $5.50).  This  album  is  an 
audio  look  into  popular  conceptions  (and 
misconceptions)  about  the  nature  of  God. 
It  will  be  used  with  Elementary  III-IV 
children  to  provoke  thought  and  stimulate 
discussion  on  the  question  "What  is  God 
like?" 

First,  Laurinburg 
Celebrates 
Centennial 


First  United  Methodist  Church  in  Lau- 
rinburg recently  celebrated  its  centennial. 
The  Church  was  organized  in  1872  by  Rev. 
R.F.  Bumpas.  The  first  sanctuary  was  built 
in  1874;  the  second  in  1894;  and  the  pre- 
sent sanctuary  in  1918.  The  Educational 
Building  was  completed  in  1952. 

A  historic  night  was  held  on  Dec.  6. 
with  Lay  Leader  Jim  Milligan  presiding. 
Greetings  and  statements  were  made  by 
various  persons  including  Alton  B.  Gibson, 
who  read  a  brief  history  of  the  church. 
Rev.  and  Mrs.  J.H.  Miller,  Sr.  (who  served 
the  church  1950-1953)  were  special  guests 
for  this  occasion.  Also  recognized  was  Mrs. 
Henry  G.  Ruark,  whose  late  husband  was 
pastor  of  the  Laurinburg  Church  from 
1953-1961. 

After  the  program  in  the  sanctuary,  the 
members  and  guests  enjoyed  a  social  hour 
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Shown  at  the  centennial  service  on  Dec.  6 
are,  from  left,  James  Milligan,  lay  leader; 
Dr.  J.  V.  Early,  Rockingham  District  super- 
intendent; J.  Kelly  Pearson,  mayor  of  Lau- 
rinburg;  Alton  B.  Gibson,  church  historian; 
James  R.  McVicker,  Administrative  Board 


and  historic  display  in  the  old  Library 
Building.  On  display  was  the  first  com- 
munion set  used  in  the  church  and  Quar- 
terly Conference  records  dating  back  to 
1883.  Two  cakes  were  baked  for  the 
occasion— one  in  the  shape  of  the  original 
church  and  one  in  the  shape  of  the  present 
church.  These  were  baked  and  decorated 
by  Miss  Norma  Forde  and  Mrs.  Jim 
Thompson. 

Bishop  Robert  M.  Blackburn  was  guest 
speaker  for  the  morning  worship  service  on 
Sunday,  December  10  and  preached  on  the 
topic,  "What  Makes  a  Church  Great?"  Fol- 
lowing the  morning  worship  service  the 
congregation  had  a  covered  dish  dinner  at 
the  Scotland  High  SchooL 

Dr.  J.V.  Early,  superintendent  of  the 
Rockingham  District,  assisted  with  both 
centennial  services  as  did  Rev.  Samuel  D. 
McMillan,  Jr.,  Pastor. 


chairman;  James  Brown,  church  school 
superintendent;  Dr.  Francis  Biddell,  Cen- 
tennial Committee  chairman,  and  Rev.  Sam 
D.  McMillan,  Jr.,  pastor.  In  the  foreground 
is  the  cake  made  in  the  design  of  the  third 
and  present  sanctuary. 
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Ask  the  Howards 


About  Missionary  Service 


You're  a  young  person,  or  a  young 
couple  and  the  world  is  out  there  waiting 
for  you.  You've  caught  fire  for  Christian 
missionary  service  and  you're  straining  at 
the  leash  to  get  going. 

Just  hold  on  there  a  minute.  You'd  best 
get  in  touch  with  Tom  and  Margaret 
Howard— they're  from  Charlotte,  N.C.— and 
like  you,  they're  young.  But  they  may 
need  to  knock  a  few  of  the  stars  out  of 
your  eyes  and  put  some  concerns  into  your 
heart. 

The  Howards  have  just  returned  from 
Bolivia  where  they  spent  this  past  summer 
doing  medical  mission  work  as  part  of  the 
program  of  the  new  Medical  Committee  of 
the  Board  of  Missions,  Western  North 
Carolina  United  Methodist  Conference 
headed  by  the  Rev.  William  B.  Bobbitt,  Jr., 
of  Matthews,  N.C. 

"We'd  like  to  talk  with  young  people 
interested  in  this  type  of  work,"  said  the 
Howards.  They  ask  you  to  write  to  them 
at:  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Tom  H.  Howard,  361 3-A 
Callaway  Ave.,  Baltimore,  Md.  21215 
(until  June  of  1973). 

Tom  Howard,  25,  is  completing  his 
medical  work  at  the  Johns  Hopkins  Univ. 
School  of  Medicine,  after  finishing  at 
U. N.C. -Chapel  Hill,  (N.C).  Margaret 
Howard,  24,  has  her  A.B.  degree  from 
Meredith  College  and  is  teaching  English 
this  fall  while  her  husband  finishes  learning 
how  to  become  a  physician. 

During  an  interview  with  the  Howards 
they  gave  some  of  their  observations  about 
medical  missionary  work,  themselves  as 
missionaries,  and  conditions  in  Bolivia. 

"We  would  recommend  this  to  others 
(they  served  from  June  20-Aug.  20).  A 
person  has  to  be  willing  to  learn,  and  to 
work.  You  can't  just  sit  back  and  complain 
how  bad  things  smell,  or  how  ugly  things 
are." 

"There  can  be  sympathy  for  the  people 
you  are  working  with,"  they  said,  "but  you 
have  to  translate  that  sympathy  into  some- 


thing of  quality  in  order  to  alter  the  situa- 
tion." 

"And  you  can't  go  down  there  and  not 
learn  something  about  yourself.  You  begin 
to  see  why  all  those  things  happen  that  you 
have  read  about  in  the  newspapers.  It's  best 
to  go  to  an  underdeveloped  nation  where 
you  are  able  to  practice,  rather  than  to 
observe." 

Tom  Howard  recommended,  especially 
to  medical  students,  that  they  not  plan  to 
go  into  such  service  until  they  can  perform 
their  work.  He  said  observing  would  be 
frustrating  and  of  no  benefit  to  the  people. 
He  said  he  had  planned  to  go  with  his  wife 
to  Bolivia  last  year,  but  is  now  happy  he 
waited  until  he  had  completed  studies  which 
enabled  him  to  work  with  the  people. 

For  Bolivian  doctors,  Tom  Howard  said, 
"Our  value  to  them  is  bringing  to  them  the 
training  in  techniques  of  practice  and  sur- 
gery of  which  they  are  unaware,  and  to 
show  them  new  techniques  of  medicine." 

He  said  it  is  almost  impossible  to  cure  a 
badly  burned  person  in  the  part  of  Bolivia 
where  they  worked  because  of  sanitary 
conditions-'Teasants  use  open  fires  for 
cooking  and  the  children  fall  into  them"- 
but  "we  can  help  teach  better  methods  of 
diagnosis  as  well  as  wound  treatment  and 
cleanliness." 

Tom  Howard  worked  in  a  children's 
hospital  in  Bolivia  while  Margaret  worked 
with  malnutrition  problems  of  children  and 
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aided  with  medication.  They  worked  in 
Montaro. 

They  said  finances  cause  medical  pro- 
blems. For  instance,  they  said  70  per  cent 
of  the  children  they  worked  with  were  mal- 
nourished, and  70  per  cent  had  goiters, 
caused  by  lack  of  iodized  salt,  which,  they 
said,  is  very  expensive  in  Bolivia.  And  all  of 
the  children  they  treated  had  bacterial  skin 
infections,  caused  by  a  general  lack  of 
cleanliness. 

"And  there  are  a  fantastic  number  of 
diarrhea  diseases,  419  types,"  Tom  said. 
"There  are  no  water  supplies  where  we 
worked  that  are  clean  for  the  people.  With 
diarrhea  a  child  can  die  in  eight  to  ten 
hours  from  dehydration." 

Tom  got  shigella  dysentery  during  an 
epidemic  in  the  hospital.  "I  gue:,s  one  time 
I  forgot  to  wash  my  hands,"  he  said.  And 
Margaret  got  the  whooping  cough  and  was 
ill  for  a  week  and  a  half.  "Fortunately  we 
were  ill  at  different  times,  and  could  help 
each  other,"  Tom  said. 

While  in  Bolivia  the  Howards  ate  lots  of 
rice.  "None  of  the  food  we  ate  was  distin- 
guishable," Margaret  said.  "It  all  tastes  like 
rice  or  potatoes.  Chicken  is  very  expensive 
and  there  is  little  pork.  We  ate  beef,  which 
is  cheap  in  Bolivia." 

Tom  is  interested  in  medical  mission 
work  in  the  field  of  health  service.  Mar- 
garet wants  to  help  Tom  wherever  he 
chooses  his  work,  and  here  she  has  a  warn- 
ing for  wives  of  future  missionaries. 

"The  wife  should  know  the  people 
where  her  husband  will  work,  and  know 
their  needs,  so  she  can  be  of  help  also,"  she 
said.  "If  she  doesn't  take  some  training  in 
this  area  she  will  find  herself  trapped  in  her 
house,  raising  her  own  children  with  no 
other  activities  possible." 

The  Howards  also  stressed  the  handicap 
modern  missionary  work  places  on  the 
children  of  missionary  couples.  "The  child- 
ren of  missionaries  usually  stand  ahead  of 
the  native  children  in  school  work,  but 
when  they  return  to  the  U.S.  their  school- 
ing has  been  so  inferior  that  they  find 
themselves  at  the  bottom  of  their  class  in 
education." 


Tom  Howard  is  the  son  of  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Alfred  P.  Howard  of  Charlotte,  and  Mar- 
garet is  the  daughter  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  W.R. 
Whitlow  of  Charlotte. 

The  Howards  are  members  of  Oak 
Grove  United  Methodist  Church,  and  it  was 
Oak  Grove  and  other  congregations  of  the 
Northwest  Cluster  of  the  Charlotte  District 
which  raised  the  funds  to  send  the  Ho- 
wards to  Bolivia  for  their  summer  medical 
mission  work.  Tom  held  a  local  preacher's 
license  in  the  Charlottee  District  from 
1966-71 
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WOMEN'S  NEWS 

North  Carolina  Conference 

Mrs.  Bruce  Hargrove 


SANFORD  DISTRICT  MEETING 

On  Sunday  afternoon,  Nov.  12,  the 
women  of  the  Women's  Society  and  Wes- 
leyan  Service  Guild  met  in  the  Troy  United 
Methodist  Church  for  the  fall  district  meet- 
ing. Mrs.  CP.  McMillian,  district  president, 
called  the  meeting  to  order  and  expressed 
her  delight  at  the  large  number  attending. 

The  theme  of  the  day  was  "We  Affirm 
Our  Oneness  In  Christ"  and  this  was  car- 
ried out  in  the  entire  program. 

Mrs.  R.B.  Kirk,  hostess  president,  wel- 
comed the  group,  and  Mrs.  H.E.  Stout  of 
Siler  City  responded. 

A  lovely  solo  was  sung  by  Mrs.  L.B. 
Lugar  after  which  Mrs.  McMillian  recog- 
nized the  special  guests  present,  namely 
District  Superintendent  James  H.  Mc- 
Callum,  Mrs.  Harold  Mann,  former  Con- 
ference president,  and  Mrs.  Jean  Dorsett, 
Conference  vice-president. 

Mrs.  James  Farmer  held  a  Pledge  Ser- 
vice, assisted  by  the  Sub-district  Leaders 
Mrs.  Thomas  Reeves,  for  Chatham:  Mrs. 
Jimmy  Garner  for  Lee,  Mrs.  Chester  Brown 
for  Moore  and  Mrs.  Jim  Reid  for  Mont- 
gomery. Mrs.  Bernice  Krick  represented 
the  Wesleyan  Service  Guild. 

The  newly  elected  officers  were  install- 
ed by  Mrs.  Harold  Mann,  and  a  very  im- 
pressive Memorial  Service  was  conducted 
by  Mrs.  V.E.  Queen. 

The  highlight  of  the  meeting  was  the 
inspiring  and  informative  address  by  Mrs. 
Jean  Dorsett  who  told  of  the  plans  to 
affirm  the  women  of  the  church  in  be- 
coming one  great  efficient  United  Meth- 
odist Women  in  one  great  organization.  She 
told  of  how  this  great  step  can  involve 
every  woman  in  both  Society  and  Guild 


until  all  women  become  mission-minded. 

The  Rev.  James  H.  McCallum  gave  the 
benediction,  and  the  ladies  of  the  church 
served  refreshments. 

Mrs.  McMillian  expressed  her  great  plea- 
sure over  the  splendid  progress  being  made 
throughout  the  district  and  how  well  the 
change  is  being  accepted.  She  feels  that 
with  faith  and  prayer,  and  the  great  enthus- 
iasm, the  spark  will  catch  fire  and  that  this 
next  year  will  joyfully  bring  the  fulfillment 
of  our  goal  and  we  can  say  "We  have 
arrived." 

Burlington  District 
Has  Conference 

Dr.  Edgar  B.  Fisher,  in  his  sixth  year  as 
district  superintendent,  presided  over  his 
final  Burlington  District  conference  on 
Dec.  3  at  Grace  UM  Church  in  Burlington. 
Rev.  Wayne  Wegwart  was  host  pastor. 

Business  transacted  included  election  of 
trustees,  a  treasurer,  and  a  parsonage  com- 
mittee. The  conference  voted  to  set  the 
amount  for  the  District  Work  Fund  at  2Wo 
of  the  pastor's  salary.  The  following  re- 
ports were  adopted:  District  Committee  on 
the  Ministry,  presented  by  R.E.L.  Moser; 
charge  conference  records,  R.E.L.  Moser; 
district  lay  leader,  George  Forehand;  high- 
lights from  the  selected  areas  of  work, 
George  W.  Johnson;  WSCS,  Mrs.  T.J.  Jones, 
and  Vocations,  Randall  Baker. 

Rev.  Lewis  H.  Dodson,  pastor  of  the 
New  Hope-Purley  Charge,  was  given  special 
recognition  for  leading  the  Burlington 
District  in  the  number  of  members  received 
this  year  on  profession  of  faith. 
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Bishop  Robert  M.  Blackburn  preached 
to  the  conference  on  "The  Meaning  of  His 
Coming." 

Dr.  Fisher  expressed  appreciation  to  the 
Methodists  in  the  Burlington  District  for 
their  work,  spirit,  and  friendship  over  the 
past  six  years. 

Following  the  conference,  a  reception 
was  given  in  honor  of  Bishop  and  Mrs. 
Blackburn. 

Clinton  Parsonage 
Dedicated 

The  new  parsonage  of  the  Clinton  UM 
Circuit  was  dedicated  on  Sunday,  Nov.  5, 
at  Ep worth  Church.  Participating  in  the 
service  were  Bishop  Robert  Blackburn, 
who  preached;  Fayette ville  District  Super- 
intendent Graham  S.  Eubank;  C.  Freeman 
Heath,  a  former  pastor  of  the  circuit,  and 
David  R.  McKay,  Sr.,  the  present  pastor. 

Two  members  of  each  of  the  three 
churches  on  the  charge  presented  the  par- 
sonage to  the  congregation  for  dedication. 
They  were:  from  Epworth,  Charles  Pearson 
and  Clete  Sumner;  from  McGee,  Bobby 
Butler  and  Billy  Parker;  from  Trinity,  John 
Wright  Merritt  and  Howard  Merritt. 

Following  the  dedication  service,  an 
open  house  was  held  at  the  parsonage. 
Women  from  the  three  churches  served  as 
hostesses. 

The  brick  parsonage,  which  was  com- 
pleted in  June,  has  central  heating  and  air 
conditioning,  and  is  carpeted  throughout. 
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OUTSTANDING  LA  YMAN 

L.  O.  Hilliard  of  Bethesda  UM  Church,  Durham, 
receives  a  plaque  from  his  pastor,  Rev.  B.  F.  Lee, 
left,  naming  him  Outstanding  Layman  of  the 
Year  at  Bethesda.  The  plaque  was  accompanied 
by  a  letter  of  recognition  of  Mr.  Milliard's  "dili- 
gence in  the  service  of  God  and  the  welfare  of 
this  church. " 


EAGLE  SCOUTS 

Two  scouts  of  Troop  461,  sponsored  by  Epworth 
UM  Church,  Durham,  received  their  Eagle  Bad- 
ges, Oct.  15,  at  the  morning  worship  service.  On 
the  left  are  Eagle  Scout  Marvin  Jenkins,  and  his 
parents,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Russell  Jenkins;  on  right 
are  Charles  Permenter  and  his  parents,  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Earl  Permenter. 
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Sunday  School  Lesson 

By  Dr.  Raymond  A.  Smith 
(International  Lesson  Series) 


FOR  JANUARY  7 


THE  NEW  COVENANT 


Background  Scripture:  Jeremiah  31;  Deu- 
teronomy 29  and  30;  Psalms  78 

Lesson  Scripture:  Jeremiah  31:31-34; 
32:36-41 

The  beginning  of  a  new  year  is  indeed  a 
most  appropiate  time  to  consider  the  doc- 
trine of  the  New  Covenant.  Many  of  us 
make  brave  new  resolutions  at  this  time, 
only  to  see  ourselves  slouch  back  into  our 
old  familiar  habits  and  weaknesses  as  the 
year  wears  on.  The  consideration  of  the 
truth  embodied  in  Jeremiah's  teaching 
about  the  new  covenant,  if  we  should  be 
concerned  enough  about  it  to  take  it  per- 
sonally, might  have  a  very  wholesome, 
indeed  even  a  revolutionary  effect  on  our 
lives.  So  may  it  be! 

Properly  to  comprehend  the  wealth  of 
religious  insight  that  is  to  be  found  in  our 
lesson  Scripture  for  this  lesson  we  need  to 
review  briefly  the  place  of  covenants  in  the 
J udeo -Christian  tradition.  The  ancient 
Hebrews  found  it  necessary  to  re-dedicate 
themselves  from  time  to  time  to  the  basic 
assumptions  of  their  faith.  Many  examples 
of  this  could  be  cited,  but  take  the  one 
recorded  in  Joshua  24,  especially  verses 
14  and  15  which  reads  as  follows  in  the 
New  English  Bible:  "Hold  the  Lord  in  awe, 
then,  and  worship  him  in  loyalty  and  truth. 
Banish  the  gods  whom  your  fathers  wor- 
shiped beside  the  Euphrates  and  in  Egypt, 
and  worship  the  Lord.  But  if  it  does  not 
please  you  to  worship  the  Lord,  choose 
here  and  now  whom  you  will  worship.... 
but  I  and  my  family  will  worship  the 
Lord."  Many  people  of  our  time,  for  one 
reason  or  another,  have  been  "turned  off" 
by  revivals,  but  here  it  looks  as  if  the  revi- 
valist has  the  Scripture  on  his  side! 

Jeremiah,  in  developing  the  doctrine  of 
a  new  convenant  advances  a  new  concep- 
tion of  our  relationship  to  God.  Gerhard 
von  Rad,  in  his  new  book  on  the  prophets 


(a  book  certainly  worth  adding  to  your 
library)  says:  "Jeremiah  addressed  his 
words  about  the  new  covenant  to  the  exiles 
of  the  former  Northern  Kingdom  (see  Jer. 
30: 1-3),  but  the  saving  event  which  he  had 
in  mind  was  certainly  to  be  shared  by  the 
whole  of  Israel,  in  particular  by  the  exiles 
of  721  (the  Assyrian)  and  that  of  598  (the 
Babylonian).  What  is  important,  and  tow- 
ers above  any  previous  prophetic  predic- 
tion, lies  in  the  prophecy  of  a  new  cov- 
enant which  God  intends  to  make  with 
Israel. ...the  old  covenant  is  broken,  and  in 
Jeremiah's  view  Israel  is  altogether  without 
one.  What  is  all  important  here  is  there  is 
,no  attempt  to  re-establish  Israel  on  the  old 
bases.  The  new  covenant  is  entirely  new, 
and  in  one  essential  feature  it  surpasses  the 
old. ...If  we  understand  Jeremiah  correctly, 
the  new  thing  is  to  be  that  the  whole  pro- 
cess of  God's  speaking  and  man's  listening 
is  to  be  dropped.  The  road  of  listening  to 
the  divine  will  had  not  led  Israel  to  obedi- 
ence. God  is  now  to  put  his  will  straight 
into  Israel's  heart. ...What  is  outlined  here  is 
the  picture  of  a  new  man,  a  man  who  is 
able  to  obey  perfectly  because  of  a  miracu- 
lous change  in  his  nature." 

Now  we  cannot  read  these  words  with- 
out being  reminded  of  the  Christian  doc- 
trine of  the  New  Birth.  Here  we  find  it 
foreshadowed  in  a  prophet  of  the  sixth 
century  before  Christ!  The  great  thing  in 
this  new  covenant  is  God's  action  meeting 
man's  need:  "I  will  put  my  law  within 
them,  and  I  will  write  it  upon  their  hearts; 
and  I  will  be  their  God,  and  they  shall  be 
my  people." 

Looking  more  closely  at  this  Scripture, 
we  see  the  saving  act  of  God  is  not  limited 
to  any  select  group  of  people,  such  as 
kings,  or  priests,  or  prophets.  It  goes  on  to 
say:  "And  no  longer  shall  each  man  teach 
his  neighbor,  saying  'Know  the  Lord'  for 
they  shall  all  know  me,  from  the  least  to 
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the  greatest. ...tor  I  will  forgive  their 
iniquity,  and  I  will  remember  their  sin  no 
more." 

In  our  second  text  from  Jeremiah 
(32:36^1)  is  the  promise  that  the  exiles 
shall  be  brought  home  and  find  a  new  life 
of  trust  and  safety  in  their  new  relationship 


to  God,  who  will  "make  with  them  an  ever- 
lasting covenant."  The  passage  further 
emphasizes  the  thought  that  the  people 
will  have  "the  fear  of  God"  in  their  hearts. 
This  does  not  mean  fear  that  is  akin  to 
panic;  rather  it  means  they  will  serve  him 
with  thanksgiving  and  loyalty. 


SUNDAY  SCHOOL  LESSON  FOR  JANUARY  14 

PROPHET  TO  DISPLACED  PEOPLE 


Background  Scripture:  Ezekiel  1  through  4 
Lesson  Scripture:  Ezekiel  1:1-3;  3:14-17; 
4:1-3 

One  of  our  bishops  once  told  about  his 
daughter  in  college  who  had  elected  to  take 
a  course  in  abnormal  psychology.  When  she 
came  home  for  the  holidays  her  father  said 
"Why  did  you  take  abnormal  psychology 
instead  of  general  psychology?"  The 
daughter  replied:  "Well,  it's  like  this; 
abnormal  people  are  so  much  more  inte- 
resting than  normal  ones." 

The  reader  may  wonder  what  the  above 
paragraph  has  to  do  with  Ezekiel.  The 
answer  is:  "Plenty."  Attempts  have  been 
made  to  pin  all  sorts  of  labels  suggesting 
mental  disorders  on  Ezekiel.  If  he  was 
abnormal  it  was  because  he  was  abnormally 
sensitive  to  the  power,  the  will  and  the 
glory  of  God!  His  very  name  means  "God 
strengthens." 

The  son  of  a  priest  named  Buzi,  he  had 
been  trained  for  the  priesthood.  He  was 
carried  to  Babylon  with  the  first  group  of 
exiles  in  about  598  B.C.  The  traditional 
view  is  that  his  work  was  carried  on  among 
the  exiles  there.  It  was  his  mission  to  in- 
herit the  tremendously  difficult  task  of 
keeping  the  consciousness  of  God  alive 
among  people  who  believed  they  had  left 
God  behind  them  in  Jerusalem.  Apparently 
it  is  an  old  human  tendency  to  associate 
the  presence  of  God  only  with  a  certain 
place.  A  college  freshman  once  told  the 
writer  that  she  had  not  felt  the  presence  of 
God  since  she  left  her  room  at  home! 
Happily  it  was  almost  time  for  a  visit  to  her 
parents,  so  that  she  could  once  again  go  to 
her  little  room  and  again  feel  the  presence 
of  God! 

It  was  true  of  Ezekiel  that,  by  the  grace 
of  God,  he  was  able  to  prove  to  the  people 


that  they  could  still  commune  with  God.  A 
rabbi  was  once  asked  to  comment  on  the 
experience  in  Babylon  as  it  related  to  the 
worship  practices  of  Judaism.  Said  he:  "In 
Babylon  they  had  to  substitute  prayer  for 
sacrifices,  and  this  was  a  clear  gain  for  their 
religion."  Even  though  the  prophet  Ezekiel 
loved  the  worship  of  the  temple,  he  was  a 
great  enough  man  to  see  that  there  were 
other  ways  of  worship.  Had  he  not  been 
able  to  see  this,  God  would  have  been 
"dead"  as  far  as  the  majority  of  the  exiles 
were  concerned.  As  it  was,  he  was  able  to 
help  them  retain  their  faith. 

Ezekiel  had  what  psychologists  call 
"empathy",  that  is  he  was  able  to  "feel 
himself  into  the  situation  of  others."  He 
said:  "I  sat  where  they  sat."  One  must  re- 
sist following  up  the  implications  of  that 
statement  and  say  simply  that  the  world 
desperately  needs  people  who  have  this 
gift.  Think  how  many  community,  family, 
and  even  international  conflicts  might  be  at 
least  partially  solved  if  there  were  more 
who  had  this  quality! 

In  Ezekiel's  vision  of  the  throne-chariot 
we  find  many  puzzling  references,  but 
what  he  was  seeing  was  a  new  vision  of 
God,  a  God  who  had  "mobility",  who 
wasn't  a  prisioner  of  any  time  or  any  place! 
The  divine  chariot  could  move  in  any  direc- 
tion at  any  time! 

When  Ezekiel  realized  he  was  being 
called  to  the  prophetic  office  he  says:  "I 
went  in  bitterness."  In  other  words,  he  had 
joined  the  company  of  Moses,  Isaiah  and 
Jeremiah,  all  of  whom  could  be  classed  as 
"reluctant"  prophets.  It  is  easy  at  our 
immense  distance  from  these  events,  to 
wonder  why  any  man  would  not  be  flat- 
tered to  have  God  choose  him  as  a  prophet. 
But,  on  further  reflection,  we  see  it  was  the 
greatness  of  these  prophets,  combined  with 
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their  ability  to  see  what  responding  to 
God's  invitation  would  involve  them  in, 
that  made  then  hesitate.  It  was  not  a  case 
of  "the  valor  of  ignorance"  but  one  in 
which  commitment  to  God's  work  was 
taken  with  eyes  open  to  what  it  involved. 
Pope  John  XXIII,  certainly  one  of  the 
most  beloved  of  any  who  ever  occupied  the 
chair  of  St.  Peter,  is  said  to  have  considered 
the  papal  office  a  cross  to  be  borne,  rather 
than  an  honor  to  be  enjoyed.  One  of  the 


papal  titles  is  "Servant  of  the  servants  of 
God".  Pope  John  was  one  who  lived  up  to 
it.  So  was  Ezekiel,  many  centuries  before 
him. 

C.G.  Howie  wrote  of  Ezekiel:  "He  re- 
covered from  the  ashes  of  destruction  the 
precious  faith  of  the  past,  and  with  it  he 
gave  the  people  new  hope  of  a  more  pro- 
found faith."  What  a  tribute!  And  how 
true! 


ROUNDUP 


COMMUNICATIONS  COMMITTEE 
ORGANIZES 

NASHVILLE,  Tenn.  (UMI)-Thomas  P. 
Moore,  Bucyrus,  Ohio,  immediate  past- 
president  of  the  United  Methodist  Church's 
Board  of  the  Laity,  has  been  elected  presi- 
dent of  the  church's  new  Joint  Committee 
on  Communications  (JCC). 

Other  officers  chosen  during  the  organi- 
zational  meeting  here  November 
30-December  1  include  the  Rev.  John  E. 
Carrington,  vice-president,  Dolphus  Whit- 
ten,  Jr.,  Oklahoma  City  Okla.,  secretary, 
R.  Bryan  Brawner,  Evanston,  111.,  treasurer. 
The  Rev.  Paul  V.  Church,  Dayton,  Ohio, 
general  secretary  of  the  denomination's 
Council  on  Ministries,  was  named  acting 
executive  secretary  of  the  JCC  until  a 
permanent  executive  can  be  named.  All 
other  staff  of  the  three  agencies  now  inclu- 
ded in  JCC  were  retained  through  1973. 

Included  in  the  JCC  are  the  former 
Division  of  Television,  Radio  and  Film 
Communication  and  Division  of  Interpre- 
tation of  the  Program  Council,  and  the 
Commission  on  Public  Relations  and 
United  Methodist  Information. 

tt  t 

STUDY  OF  DIACONATE  PLANNED 
NEW  YORK  (UMI)-A  study  of  the 
diaconate  role  in  the  church,  a  projected 
consultation  on  enlisting  more  black  dea- 
conesses, the  possibility  of  aiding  Fijian 
Methodists,  and  exploration  of  an  optional 
distinctive  dress  for  deaconesses  and  home 
missionaries  are  on  the  coming  year's 
agenda  for  United  Methodist  deaconess/ 
home  missionary  service  policy-makers. 


The  various  projects  are  under  the 
guidance  of  the  Committee  on  Deaconess/ 
Home  Missionary  Service  of  the  Board  of 
Global  Ministries.  The  committee  has 
placed  at  the  top  of  its  docket  the  study  of 
the  role  of  the  diaconate  in  the  United 
Methodist  Church. 

t  tt 

ANGOLAN  BISHOP  CONSECRATED 
LUANDA,  Angola  (UMI)-With  a 
reported  6,000  in  attendance,  the  first 
African  bishop  in  the  87-year  history  of 
Methodism  in  Angola  was  consecrated  to 
his  new  office  October  21  in  Central 
United  Methodist  Church  here  in  the  capi- 
tal of  Angola. 

Bishop  Emilio  de  Carvalho,  39,  was  not 
able  to  be  at  the  United  Methodist  Africa 
Central  Conference  in  August  in  Blantyre, 
Malawi,  when  he  was  elected  to  succeed 
Bishop  Harry  P.  Andreassen,  last  in  a  series 
of  missionary  (non-African)  bishops  not 
only  in  Angola  but  in  the  whole  Central 
Conference.  One  of  the  youngest  United 
Methodist  Bishops,  Bishop  de  Carvalho  is 
now  formally  installed  as  episcopal  leader 
of  48,000  members  in  United  Methodism's 
Angola  Area.  The  consecration  service  was 
led  by  Bishop  Escrivao  Zunguze,  episcopal 
leader  of  United  Methodism's  Mozambique 
Area  who  came  to  Luanda  especially  for 
the  occasion. 

t  tt 

WORLD  SERVICE 
GIVING  SHOWS  INCREASE 
EVANSTON,  111.  (UMI)-Support  of  the 
United  Methodist  Church's  basic  program 
fund- World  Service-is  up  5.58  per  cent 
through  1 1  months  of  the  1972  fiscal  year, 
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according  to  a  report  issued  here  December 
6  by  the  denomination's  Council  on  Fi- 
nance and  Administration. 

Through  November,  a  total  of 
$15,690,646  had  been  given  for  World 
Service  against  $14,861,426  for  the  first  1 1 
months  of  1971.  Annual  goal  for  the 
1968-72  quadrennium  is  $25,000,000.  Six 
other  general  benevolence  and  adminis- 
tration accounts  also  showed  gains  through 
November  30,  while  nine  were  down, 
tt  t 

NEW  BISHOP  ELECTED 
IN  SOUTHERN  ASIA 

NEW  YORK  (UMI)-The  Rev.  M.  Elia 
Peter,  50,  a  leader  in  Christian  education 
and  ecumenical  activities,  has  been  elected 
a  bishop  of  the  United  Methodist  Church 
by  the  denomination's  Southern  Asia 
(India)  Central  Conference. 

Chosen  on  the  second  ballot,  Bishop 
Peter  succeeds  retiring  Bishop  A.  J.  Shaw 
as  one  of  the  four  episcopal  leaders  of  the 
600,000-member  Central  Conference,  the 
largest  body  of  United  Methodists  outside 
the  U.S.  The  election  came  during  the 
conference's  regular  quadrennial  session 
November  28-December  5  in  Jabalpur. 
t  tt 

BLACK  CAUCUS  NAMES 
MRS.  BARNES 

ATLANTA,  Ga.  (UMI)-Mrs.  Thelma 
Barnes,  well-known  community  organizer 
and  poverty  worker,  has  been  named 
executive  director  of  Black  Methodists  for 
Church  Renewal. 

She  has  been  on  the  staff  of  the  United 
Methodist  Church's  black  caucus  for  two 
years  as  associate  director,  and  since 
October  1  as  acting  director,  when  the  Rev. 
Cain  Felder  resigned  to  teach  at  Morgan 
State  College  in  Baltimore,  Md.  Mrs.  Barnes 
is  from  Greenville,  Miss. 

t  t  t 

WOMEN'S  LEADERS  MEET 
CINCINNATI,  Ohio  (UMI)-How  to 
build  what  one  observer  called  a  "living 
bridge  in  mission"  from  two  women's 
groups  to  an  emerging  single  new  inclusive 
group  was  the  focus  for  450  women  leaders 
here  November  30-December  3. 

United  Methodist  Women's  top  leaders, 
Mrs.  C.  Clifford  Cummings,  Dixon,  111.,  and 
Miss  Theressa  Hoover,  New  York,  president 
and  chief  executive  respectively,  strongly 


affirmed  the  value  of  the  new  organization. 
But,  they  said,  there  should  be  more  than 
"just  a  change  of  name"  in  the  transition 
from  Society  and  Guild  to  United  Meth- 
odist Women,  adding:  "We  want  to  pre- 
serve and  build  upon  the  best  of  our  heri- 
tage, but  move  out  of  the  old  into  the  full 
possibilities  of  the  new." 

t  tt 

BISHOP  CARLETON  HEADS 
PENSIONS  BOARD 
EVANSTON,  111.  (UMI)-Bishop  Alsie 
H.  Carleton,  Albuquerque,  N.M.,  was 
elected  president  of  the  United  Methodist 
Church's  General  Board  of  Pensions  at  the 
unit's  organizational  meeting  here  Decem- 
ber 6-7. 

J.  Wesley  Hole,  San  Clemente,  Calif., 
was  chosen  vice-president,  and  Mrs.  Betty 
L.  Nusbaum,  Harrisburg,  Pa.,  recording 
secretary.  The  Rev.  Claire  C.  Hoyt  was  re- 
elected general  secretary. 

tt  t 
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SOUTHEASTERN  EQUIPMENT  CO. 


Chairs  and  tables  in  com- 
plete range  of  sizes  for  every 
Church  need.  Steel  and  wood 
folding  chairs,  folding  ban- 
quet  tables,  speakers'  stands 
Also  office  desks  and 
chairs.  Write  for  infor- 
mation. 
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Why  I  Chose  a  Church-Related 

College 

by  WILBUR  I.  JACKSON 
I  am  a  graduate  of  a  church-related  college. 

Enrollment  during  my  four-year  tenure  peaked  at  just  over  1 ,000  students. 

My  first  thoughts,  coming  from  a  very  small  high  school,  were  to  attend  the  church 

college  for  two  years  before  transferring  to  Duke  University  for  my  junior  and  senior 

years. 

In  my  high  school  graduating  class  there  were  only  43  of  us. 

I  felt  that  I  needed  the  smaller  campus  for  a  couple  of  years  as  a  kind  of  transition  from 

the  smallest  to  the  largest  academic  setting. 
Both  my  parents  were  high  on  Duke  University,  and  my  father  especially  wanted  one  of 

his  children  to  graduate  from  that  fine  institution. 
I  did,  but  it  was  from  Divinity  School  and  not  undergraduate  school. 
I  became  so  attached  to  the  church  college  in  which  I  was  enrolled  that  all  the  urging  in 

the  world  would  not  have  uprooted  me  from  that  happy  setting  after  just  two  years. 
1  was  involved  in  many  extra-curricular  activities  that  brought  satisfaction  to  me 

personally— things  that  I  would  have  never  discovered,  or  that  would  never  have 

discovered  me,  on  a  more  heavily  populated  campus. 
Let  me  point  out  to  you  some  of  the  advantages  of  a  church  college  as  opposed  to  our 

state  supported  schools. 
Unless  you  go  to  a  community  college,  which  has  served  a  useful  purpose,  you  will 

discover  that  other  state  schools  are  a  part  of  the  university  system. 
The  universities  provide  great  opportunities  to  pursue  intellectual  thought. 
They  also  provide  maximum  freedom  in  which  to  flounder. 

They  are  so  large  that  you  can  almost  sink  in  doubt,  uncertainty,  loneliness  and  despair 

without  even  being  noticed. 
One  student  at  the  university  complained  that  the  only  way  to  get  individual  attention 

was  to  mutilate  your  IBM  card. 
Another  student  reflected,  "When  my  number  is  called  in  class,  or  I'm  asked  for  my 

student  identification  number  when  cashing  a  check,  I  feel  like  screaming  anymore,  I'm 

not  a  number,  I'm  a  me!" 
You  can  readily  see  how  much  easier  it  is  to  receive  needed  individual  attention  in  a 

college  which  has  750  to  1 ,000  students. 
I  have  a  little  girl  named  Laura. 

When  she  was  two  and  a  half  years  old,  she  could  pick  my  picture  out  of  my  college  year 
book. 

She  did  it  without  anyone  assisting  her. 

And  she  could  find  not  one,  but  all  that  were  contained  in  that  senior  edition-both 

individual  shots  and  group  pictures. 
Now  if  a  two  and  one  half  year  old  could  pick  me  out  of  slightly  over  a  thousand  mug 

shots,  time  and  and  again,  what  do  you  suppose  your  chances  for  recognition  and 

achievement  would  be  in  a  similar  college  setting? 
Now  I  mentioned  community  colleges  in  passing. 
I  want  to  say  a  further  word  about  them. 

They  are  okay  if  you  just  have  to  stay  at  home  for  one  reason  or  another,  but  you  will 
miss  a  lot  of  college  life  if  you  are  not  exposed  to  dorm  life. 

The  Rev.  Mr.  Jackson,  pastor  of  Page  Memorial  UM  Church  in  Aberdeen,  gave  this  address  at  the 
San  ford  District  College  Orientation  Seminar. 
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Inter-personal  relationships  are  heightened  with  both  your  fellow  students  and  with  the 

faculty  members  if  you  make  college  a  home  away  from  home. 
Most  of  our  church  colleges  have  a  large  segment  of  day  students. 

I  got  to  know  some  of  them  at  my  college,  but  for  the  most  part,  they  drifted  into 

classes,  maybe  spent  an  hour  or  so  in  the  library,  and  floated  away. 
The  dorm  students  coupled  with  faculty  and  administrative  personnel  formed  the  nucleus 

for  real  community  life. 
Real  community  life  ought  to  involve  more  than  an  academic  setting  on  a  college  campus. 
It  ought  to  foster  moral  standards,  spiritual  discipline,  mutual  concern  one  for  the  other, 

involvement  with  the  pressing  issues  of  our  day. 
Dorothy  Day  wrote  a  book  entitled  THE  LONG  LONELINESS. 
In  it  she  describes  one  of  her  character's  college  days: 

"She  never  met  a  Christian.  This  I  am  sure  is  literally  true. 

When  we  were  at  the  University  together,  we  never  met  anyone  who  had  a  vital  faith, 

or  if  he  had  one,  was  articulate  and  apostolic. 
There  were,  no  doubt,  those  whose  souls  glowed  with  belief, 

whose  hearts  were  warmed  by  the  love  of  God, 
on  all  sides  of  us. 

But  mingling  as  we  did  in  our  life  together,  we  never  met  any  whose  personal  morality 
was  matched  by  a  social  morality  or  who  tried  to  make  life  here  for  others  a 
foretaste  of  the  life  to  come." 
I  want  to  say  to  you  that  I  believe  our  church  colleges  should  be  Christian  without 

apology. 

If  you  decide  to  attend  one  of  them,  expect  them  to  be  different  from  state  supported 
institutions. 

There  will  be  room  enough  to  doubt,  to  search  for  truth,  to  grow. 
Academic  freedom  is  fine  and  proper,  but  God  is  the  source  of  all  truth. 
Give  your  pursuit  of  education  that  firm  foundation. 

Do  not  expect  a  church  college  to  indulge  your  fool-hardiness  and  moral  laxity. 

The  church  college  is  under  mandate  from  Jesus  Christ  her  Lord  who  in  effect  said,  "I  am 

the  truth  about  the  way  that  life  should  be  lived."  (See  John  14:6) 
Indeed  the  church  college  is  a  bridge  over  troubled  waters  in  our  day. 
I  am  a  "Peanuts"  fan  through  and  through. 
One  day  Charlie  Brown  and  Linus  were  talking  together. 
Charlie  commented,  "Life  is  just  too  much  for  me. 

I've  been  confused  right  from  the  day  I  was  born... 

I  think  the  whole  trouble  is  that  we're  thrown  into  life  too  fast.  .  . 

We're  not  really  prepared." 
Linus  has  this  for  a  come-back:  "What  do  you  want. ..a  chance  to  warm  up  first?" 
It  would  seem  to  me  that  the  church  college  does  provide  a  chance  to  warm  up  to  life 

first. 

There  is  good,  adequate  preparation  for  a  world  that  is  awaiting  your  leadership  and 

influence,  your  idealism  and  zest  for  life. 
Someone  has  said  that  education,  as  an  end  in  itself,  is  a  dangerous  goal. 
We  live  in  highly  advanced  technolized  society. 

It  was  Arnold  Toynbee  who  wisely  observed  that  "we  have  become  gods  in  technolgy  and 
apes  in  life." 

Let  us  be  sure  that  we  understand  Toynbee's  appraisal  of  mankind. 

"Knowledge,  like  any  other  tool,  is  only  as  valuable  as  the  use  to  which  we  put  it. 

A  hammer  may  be  used  to  create  a  shelter  where  love  and  peace  may  dwell,  or  it  may 

instead  shatter  a  skull  and  bring  death." 
So,  what  if  we  build  this  fantastic  world  only  to  see  it  crumble  or  burn  because  we  have 

misused   knowledge   and    were   so   short-sighted   that   we   could  not   forsee  the 

consequences? 
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"What  we  need  is  a  transformed  human  spirit. 

To  say  it  is  to  suggest  the  visionary  and  impossible. 

Yet,  it  is  today,  as  through  the  ages,  the  root  problem. 

By  spirit  is  meant  here  the  prevailing  drive,  the  governing  attitude,  the  posture  a  man 

takes  toward  himself,  his  fellow  beings  and  God. 
"The  goal  of  the  church  college,  now  as  ever,  is  to  inform  intelligence  with  high  ideals; 

the  moral  dilemmas  of  our  age  make  this  need  self-evident." 
(The  above  quoted  material  is  from  an  article  by  Myron  Wicke) 

I  have  tried  to  point  out  to  you  some  of  the  advantages  of  a  church-related  school. 

I  believe  they  are  many  and  worth  your  consideration-size,  inter-personal  relationships, 

Christian  atmosphere,  preparation  for  a  world  that  is  dangerously  close  to  the  edge 

unless  it  can  center  down  on  right  values  and  high  ethical  conduct. 
Just  a  further  brief  note  or  two.  I  think  you  should  know  how  church  and  private 

institutions  of  higher  learning  got  started  in  the  first  place. 
In  quaint  and  classic  words,  the  founding  of  America's  first  college  was  described  in  an 

old  journal  as  follows: 
"After  God  had  carried  us  safe  to  New  England,  and  we  had  builded  our  houses, 

provided  necessaries  for  our  livelihood, 

reared  convenient  places  for  God's  worship, 

and  settled  the  Civil  Government: 
One  of  the  next  things  we  longed  for,  and  looked  after  was  to  advance  Learning  and 

perpetuate  it  to  Posterity: 
dreading  to  leave  an  illiterate  Ministry  to  the  Churches, 
when  our  Ministers  shall  lie  in  the  Dust. 

And  as  we  were  thinking  and  consulting  how  to  effect  this  great  Work; 

it  pleased  God  to  stir  up  the  heart  of  one  Mr.  Harvard  (a  godly  gentleman,  and  a  lover  of 

Learning),  there  living  amongst  us." 
Harvard  University  is  the  oldest  institution  of  higher  learning  in  this  land. 
It  opened  its  doors  in  1636,  just  16  years  after  the  Pilgrims  landed  in  the  Plymouth  area. 
God  has  always  been  interested  in  education— in  pursuit  of  truth. 

It  is  after  the  churches  and  Christian  laymen  had  pioneered  the  way  that  the  states 

followed  in  building  colleges  and  universities  in  this  land. 
As  long  as  men  are  under  the  influence  of  Christ,  there  will  be  a  need  for  education 

inter-mingled  with  high  ethical  content  and  saturated  with  Christian  love  and  purpose. 
Dr.  C.  Excelle  Rozelle  was  my  Bible  professor  in  college. 
He  was  much  loved  by  his  students,  a  man  of  great  spiritual  quality. 
Our  college  year  book  in  my  senior  year  was  dedicated  to  him. 

In  preparation  for  this  afternoon's  talk,  I  browsed  through  that  year  book  several  times, 

stirring  cherished  memories  of  college  days  well  spent. 
I  had  been  particularly  struck  with  Dr.  Rozzelle's  definition  of  living  religion,  so  often 

quoted  in  his  lectures  and  hitting  me  anew  as  I  glanced  at  the  dedication  page:  "Living 

religion  is— inside  with  the  pure  heart— 
-outside  with  the  helping  hand." 

I  believe  a  church-related  college  can  best  prepare  you  in  this  manner. 

Education  is  so  much  more  than  lectures,  quizzes,  assignments,  recitations,  exams, 

research,  reports,  independent  studies. 
The  pursuit  of  education  should  at  the  same  time  be  lessons  in  tolerance,  courage, 

stability,  purity,  forming  value  systems,  faith  in  God. 
I  wish  for  you  a  pleasurable  rememberance  of  college  days.  May  God  bless. 
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Men's  Work  Imperiled,  Group  Says 


LAKE  JUNALUSKA,  (UMI)-Removal 
of  the  "board  of  the  laity"  from  most 
levels  of  United  Methodist  structure  im- 
perils continued  participation  of  men  in 
the  church,  a  group  of  lay  leaders  has  warn- 
ed. 

The  statement  came  from  the  Associa- 
tion of  Conference  Lay  Leaders  of  the 
Southeastern  Jurisdiction,  headed  by  Dr. 
George  Wright  of  Tifton,  Ga. 

In  a  recent  meeting  here,  the  association 
pointed  out  that  the  board  of  laity  is  no 
longer  provided  for  at  the  general  or  annual 
conference  levels  and  has  been  limited  in 
the  districts.  Such  action  by  the  1972 
General  Conference,  it  said,  "shattered  the 
complacency. ..that  we  had  a  place  in  the 
structure,  apositionof  leadership  and  some 
important  assignments  to  fulfill." 

The  lay  leaders  agreed  that  the  board 
should  be  retained  by  the  annual  con- 
ferences and  districts,  or  at  least  that  its 
interests  and  functions  not  be  overlooked 
if  some  other  structure  should  prove  more 
feasible. 


The  statement  pointed  out  that  "it  has 
always  been  difficult  to  involve  men  in  the 
life  of  the  church. ..Most  men. ..are  per- 
fectly willing  for  the  family  religion,  if  any, 
to  be  in  their  wife's  name."  It  urged  that 
"we  need  to  learn  a  painful  lesson  from  the 
declining  church  of  Europe,"  which  men 
abandoned  because  they  had  "more  impor- 
tant" things  to  do. 

While  "trying  to  encourage  other  seg- 
ments of  the  church,"  it  added,  "we  must 
not  minimize  the  importance  of  men," 
because  "masculine  virility  and  ability  to 
plan  on  a  large  scale  is  essential  if  the 
church  is  to  influence  the  direction  of  the 
nation's  future." 

The  statement  urged  each  annual  con- 
ference to  find  ways  of  involving  men  in 
"significant  ministries,"  such  as  conference 
and  district  programs  which  would  be  their 
sole  responsibility  and  up-grading  the  meet- 
ings of  United  Methodist  Men  for  the  pur- 
poses of  fellowship,  prayer,  information, 
expansion  of  service. 


BREVARD  COLLEGE  -  YOUR  COLLEGE! 

If  YOU  are  interested  in  a  QUALITY  EDUCATION  in  a  CHRISTIAN  ENVIRONMENT, 
then  BREVARD  COLLEGE  is  for  YOU!  We  invite  your  application  or  inquiry. 
Write  today  to:  DIRECTOR  OF  ADMISSIONS,  BREVARD  COLLEGE 
BOX  X,  BREVARD,  NORTH  CAROLINA  28712 


QUALITY  EDUCATION  IN  THE  FOL- 
LOWING AREAS: 

AGRICULTURE  SCIENCES,  ART,  BUS- 
INESS ADMINISTRATION,  ENGINEER- 
ING, LIBERAL  ARTS,  MATHEMATICS, 
MEDICAL  SCIENCES,  MUSIC,  SOCIAL 
SCIENCE,  TEACHING:  PRIMARY  OR 
ELEMENTARY. 

ACCREDITATION 

Southern  Association  of  Colleges  and  Schools 
North  Carolina  State  Department  of  Education 
University  Senate  of  The  United  Methodist  Ch. 
National  Association  of  Schools  of  Music 


BREVARD  COLLEGE  is  owned  and  operated  by  the  WESTERN  NORTH  CAROLINA 
CONFERENCE  of  THE  UNITED  METHODIST  CHURCH.  Committed  to  CHRISTIAN 
concepts,  BREVARD  COLLEGE  is  dedicated  to  a  way  of  life  that  instills  within  the 
student  a  greater  desire  to  become  a  more  responsible  and  creative  member  of  society. 
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Merry  Christmas  Plus  Three 

BY  JIM  DRIGGERS 


Merry  Christmas! 

Sounds  strange  the  week  after,  doesn't 
it?  After  all  there  are  still  362  shopping 
days  till  Christmas. 

We  were  talking  at  our  house  last  week 
about  our  least  favorite  time  at  Christmas. 
No  one  minded  the  crowds,  or  the  hustle 
or  the  general  chaos  that  accompanies  the 
season-after  all  with  seven  people  in  the 
family,  we've  learned  to  live  with  crowds 
and  chaos. 

However,  everyone  agreed  that  they 
didn't  like  Christmas  afternoon.  By  then 
everything  is  over— the  presents  are  opened, 
Santa  Claus  has  come  and  gone,  and  the 
tree  that  only  a  few  hours  before  glittered 
with  excitement  now  looks  desolated  and 
pitiful.  Now,  I  don't  think  that  my  family 
is  too  different  from  anyone  else— after  all, 
everything  since  Thanksgiving  has  been 
building  for  that  one  day,  then  wham!  it's 
over! 

Now,  I'm  sure  you've  heard  those 
people  say,  "I  wish  it  could  be  Christmas 
every  day  of  the  year."  Not  me:  for  I  look 
at  Christmas  not  as  the  end  of  anything, 
but  as  the  beginning  of  everything. 

The  Bible  says,  "for  unto  us  a  child  is 
*  given;"  Jesus  wasn't  born  thirty-three  years 
old,  he  wasn't  born  healing  the  sick,  he 
wasn't  born  nailed  to  a  cross.  He  was  born 
a  tiny  baby,  full  of  God's  grace  and  glory. 


And  I  like  to  think  that  on  that  second  day 
the  glory  showed  a  little  more  clearly,  the: 
grace  was  a  little  more  evident  because  asN 
Jesus  grew,  God  manifested  Himself  in  His> 
only  son. 

If  I  can  carry  this  one  step  further,  a  lot 
of  us  seem  to  look  at  Christianity  the  same 
way  we  look  at  Christmas— that  it's  the 
climax  of  all  our  efforts.  This  year  I  dis- 
covered that  my  relationship  with  God 
wasn't  the  climax  to  anything,  but  instead! 
that  it  is  a  daily  communication  and: 
growth.  As  a  Christian  I  know  a  little  more 
every  day  about  God  and  His  plan  for  my 
life-for  I  see  how  he  works  in  my  life  ai 
little  more  every  day.  Looking  at  myself 
objectively,  I  guess  I'm  still  a  baby  Chris- 
tian, but  I'm  growing  as  all  Christians  grow 
in  their  faith  and  love  and  witness. 

Yesterday  was  our  beginning.  Today  is  z. 
little  more  special  because  we  have  grown  i. 
tiny  bit  since  then.  Tomorrow  will  be  ever 
better  because  the  Christian  process  is  c. 
never  ending  one. 

Yesterday  the  Lord  of  love  came  to  us 
Today,  tomorrow  and  for  the  rest  of  our 
lives:  let's  pass  it  on. 

Merry  Christmas  plus  three  to  you,  and! 
yours,  and  the  whole  world. 

Mr.  Driggers,  a  member  of  First  UM  Church,  Bre 
vard,  is  a  student  at  the  University  of  Georgia. 


